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Past 
A. 

Agriculture  in  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland,  Mr.  Powya 
moves  for  Papers  relative  to  the 
prefent  Sute  of  —  51 

B. 

Bank  Dividend  Bill,  Mn  Rofe 
brings  up  the  Report  thereon       8 

Bengal,  Debates  on  the  Bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  ~  486 

«—  the  Honfe  in  Committee  on 
the  above  Bill  —  490 ' 

Budget,  Mr.  Hobart  brings  up  the 
Report  of  the         —  43  y 

,  £afi-India,  Debates  on  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of      544 

*— ■  Rtfolutions  thereon  547 


c. 

Carleton  Houfe,  Mr.  Sheridan 
complains  of  the  Papers  pro- 
duced relative  thereto  being 
dcfc^Hve  — 

■  ■  Mr.  Rofe  prefents  a  State- 
ment of  the  Sums  expended 
thereon  — , 

■  Report  from  the  Commit- 
tee refpeddng  the  application 
of  Money  granted  for,  brought 


t'age 


S94 


617 


671 


up  . 

Cecil's  Divorce  Bill,  the  Hoofc 

in  Committee  thereon 
— —  farther  Debates  on  that  Bill 
Clerks  of  Affize  and  Bills  of  In- 
dictment, the  Houfe  in  Com- 
Aa    igitizedbyLjOOglC       mirtec 
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mittee  on  the  3ill  for  regulat- 
ing tht  Office  of  the 

—  the  Houfc  in  Committee 
thereon  .— . 

Colchcflcr,  Report  of  the  Com 
mittee  appointed    to   inquire 
into  the  Merits  of  the  Petition 
againft  the  EleAionfor 

Corn  Bill,  the  Houfe  in  Commit- 
tee on  the  re-commitment  of 

— —  the  Houfe  in  Committee  on 
the  farther  Confideration  of 

—  Farther  Debates  thereon 

—  Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  brings 
up  a  Claufe  on  the  third  Rea^ 
ingof  — — 

Corn,  Foreign,  the  Houfe  in 
Committee  on  the  Prices  of  the 
Importation  and   Exportation 

Correfpondence  between  Mr. 
John  Barnes  and  Mr.  Wilbcr- 
forcc,  relative  to  the  Slate 
Trade  — 

Courts  of  Judice,  Mr.  Fox  makes 
bis  promifcd  Motion  for  a  grand 
Committee  on  th© 


417 


-r.    ^       53S 


Si 

S9 

^85 


S74 


P*?*^  Fago 

Eleftion  Petitions,  Mr.  Grey 
gives  Notice  of  his  intended 
Bill  for  altering  the  mode  of 
determining  the  Merits  of  -  4 
Expenditurr,  Public,  Debates 
between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  She- 
ridan thereon  i— . 
Expenditure  and  Income,  ^Pub- 
lic, the  Houfe  in  Committee 
on  the               «— 

■  ' '   "  the  Houfe  in  Committee 
thereon  ■■     ■■  6rj 

'  ■  farther  Debates  on  the 

above  Bufinefs  —      660 

"■  Refolutions  agreed  to  by  ' 

the  Committee         —  /^/V. 

■  Refolutions     fevcrally 
moved  -*-»  ^^ 


19a 


—      446 


D. 


Dominica,  Speech  of  Lord  Car- 
bampton,  refpedine  the  Ib- 
furrerlions  in  that  Ifland  65 

Dorchcfter,  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  Me- 
rits of  the  Petition  againft  the 
Elet^on  for  i^g 

Dumfries,  Report  of  thp  Com- 
jnittee  appointed  to  tr^  the 
merits  ot  the  Petition  againft 
the  Elc^ion  fur  — -   *      51 


Sail-lr^dia  C-ompany,  Mr.  PJtC 
makes  a  Motion  relative  to  the 
commercial  Privileges  of 

*•"""• Budget,  Debates  on  the 

ileporf  of  the  Comraiitee  of 
Refolutions  thereoA 


— T.     59* 


6at 


544 
543 


Felons,  Debates  on  the  Bill  re- 
lative to  Rewards  on  the  Con- 
vidion  of  ■  . 

Finance  Committee,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan objects  to  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing it  — . 

—  Mr.  Sheridan  gives  Notice 
of  his  intended  Refolutions  on 
the  Report  of  the  — 

— —  Mr.  Sheridan  makes  a  Mo- 
tion relative  to  the  Report  of 
the  —       *^ 

•—  Debates  oit  the  Report  of 
the  

Fowke,  Mr.  Jdfeph,  who  had  been 
lon^  in  the  Service  of  the  Eaft- 
Indw  Companv,  Mr.  Burke 
nrefents  his  Petition  to  the 
Houfe  '    — 

——  Mr.  Burke  mores,  that  the 
Report  of  t{ie  Conuntttee  on 
that  Petition  be  taken  into 
ConlideratioQ  i^..-^ 

Fullarton,Colonel,  Mr.  ifippcfley 
makes  a  Motion  relative  to 

Funds  of  Great  Briuin,  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Hammet  preieots  a  Pe- 
tition from  the  Proprietors,  in 
the  
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Page 


Grain,  Mr.  Ryder  produces  fcvc- 
ral  Motions  for  Refoiutions 
relative  to  the  Price  of  3 

■  in  Ireland,  Quebec,  Ame- 
rica, and  Europe,  Mr.  Powys 
/  moves  for  Papers  refpeding  the 
average  Prrces  of  «— —      5 1 

Grenada,  Sir  William  Young 
reads  a  Petition  from  the  Houie 
of  AiTembly  and  Council  of 

Haddington,  Report  of  the  Com* 
mittpe  appoint(;d  to  try  the 
Merits  of  the  Petition .  againft 
the  £le6lion  for  — r^       t 

Haftingt,  Mr.,  Meflage  from  the 
Lords  relative  to  the  Trial  of    426 

*—  Mr,  Lovcderfc^llsthe  At- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  the 
Trial  of  561 

Hemo,  Mr«  Minchin  moves  for 
a  Committee  to  inijuire  into 
the  State  of  the  Culture  of,  in 
this  Country    -  •—  64 

Hippcfley,  Mr.,  fpcaks  to  the 
Subjed  of  our  Contefis  in  India  313 

Uobart,  Mr.,  brings  up  the  Re- 
port of  the  Quclxc  Sill  435 


u 

Ifnprifo&mec^  for  Debt^Mr.Grey 
j^^es  for  a^  Committee  to  be 
apppinted  to  inquire  into  the 
Pra^iceaodEfCeasof 

Income  and.  Expenditure.  See 
£7cpe|iditujre.aB4  Income. 

India  Budget -Accounts,  Abih^id 

of  

.  Indiaz^  Affairs,  Speech,  of  Mr. 
Benfield«  oa  J^.  Dunda^'s 
Statement  of  • 

K. 

ICing,  the,  Mr..  Pitt  brings  up  a. 
Meflage  from,  relative  to  the 


406 


•493 


63a 


War  between  ftuflia  and  the 
Porte  

—7-  the  above  Meflage  taken 
into  Conlideration  — 

—  Motions  made  by  Mr.  Pitt 
relative  thereto  — 

•— —  Meflage  from,  prefented  by 
Mr.  Pitt  to  the  Houfe,  relative 
to  thu$  eflablifhment  of  the 
youtjger  Branches  of  the  Royal 
ramily  ■        — 


Pagt 
3T 


63    -^ 


the  Houfe  in  Committee  on 
the  above  Meflage  - 

— —  his  Speech  on  the  clofe  of 
the  Se^n 


4i« 

443 

68$ 


Jting*sBench,  Mr.  Gity  prefents 
a  Petition  from  the  Prifonera 
in  the  m     ,■■  ^^^^ 


Leominfter,  Report  of  the  Com* 

mittee  appointed   to  try  the 

Merits  of  the  Petition  againft 

-  the  £le6tioD  for  — 

Letters  of  the  twelve  Judge?,  Mr. 

Yorke  makes    a    Motion  for 

.     their  being  freed  from  PoSage 

Libels,  Mr.  Fox  gives  Notice  of 

his  intended  Motion  relative  to 

them-  


——'Mr.  Fox's  Bill  relative  t©, 
read  a  firft  time  — 

■  .  '  the  Houfe  in  Committee 
on  the  Bill  refpe6ling  the  rights 
of  Juries  in  cafes  of 

Lift  of  the^  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  public  In- 
come and  Expenditure 

■■■  of  the  Minority  on  Mr. 
Grcv's  Motion  on  .the  State  of 
the  Nation  ■^ 

Ludgedhall,  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee ajppointed  to  try  the 
Merits  of  the  Petition  againft 
the  EledHon  fox^ 


»9 

37S 

584 

«S4 


-     158 


M. 


Majefly,  His,    SecJCing. 
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597 


439 


N. 

Navaf  Armaments,  Mr.  Grey 
introduces  his  Motion  relative 
thereto  • 

Naval  Services,  Mr.  Dundas 
freaks  relative  to  the  Encou- 
ragement of  the  — 

Newfoundland  Court  Bill,  the 
Attorney  General  moves  for 
the  Houfc  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee thereon  ■     ' 


Offenders  Bill,  Debates  ihereon    410 


R. 


Pagi 


P. 


De- 


Poor  Bill  of  Mr.  Popham, 
bates  on  the  Report  of 

Power  Bil!  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
Mr.  Steele  brings  up  the  Re- 
port of  — . 

Protcftant  Roman  Catholic  Dif- 
fcntersBill,  Mr.  Pitt  propofes 
to  defer  the  Commitment  of 

—  the  Houfc  in  Committee  on 
that  Bill  — 

—  Debates  thereon 

Public  Income  and  Expenditure, 
Mr.  Pitt .  moves  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  State 
of  

Qiiebec  Bill,  Mr.  Steele  makes  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  on 

— —  Mr.  Huffey  prefents  a  Pe- 
tition again  ft  it  — 

farther  Debates  on  the  re 

commitment  of 

b,.  the  Houfe  in  Committee 
thereon  — 

—.  the  Houfc  in  Committee  on 
the  farther  Confideration  of 

the  Houfe  again  in  Commit- 
tee thereon  — 

.. the  Report  of,  brought  up 

by  Mr.Hobart  

^—  read  a  third  time 


Ramfgatc  Harbour,    Report  of 
the  Committee  relative  to  that     . 
Harbour,  laid  on  the  Table        674 

—  Lift  of  Annuitants  fuppofed 
to  be  now  living  —         678 

—  Officers  employed  under  the 
Truftees  of  ^       68« 

Report  of  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  try   the  Merits  of  the 
'  Haddington  Petition        ^    —       1 
^^5    —  of  the  Leomlnfter  Petition      19 

—  of  the  Dumfries  Petition  5  r 
i—  of  the  Colchefter  Petition  55 
— —  of  the  Dorchcfter  Petition     1 58 

of  the  Ludgerflull  Petition  ihiJm 

Ruflian  War,  Speech  and  Motion 

of  Mr.  Baker  relative  to  that 
Mcafure  ■  159 

S. 

Scotland,  6ir  Gilbert  Elliot  moves 
for  the  Reading  of  the  Petition 
from  the  General  Affembly  of 
the  Church  of  —   /      3  J/ 

. Speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan 

relative  to  the  Royal  Burghs  of  55 1 

Sheridan,  Mr.  moves  his  Refo- 
lutions  on  the  Income  and  Ex- 
penditure of  Great  Britain        6W 

Sierra  Leone  Company^  Mr.  H« 
Thornton  moves  for  Leave  to 
bringin  aBillfortheEftabliih- 
ment  of 


S4» 


S16 


77 


6S 


_       69 

}xc  re- 

niittee 

—       318 

379 
412 

4^7 


Sierra  Leone  Bill,  Debates  on  the 
fecond  Reading  of  — 

the  Report  of  that  Bill 

brought  up  • 

*— —  the  third  Reading  of, 
poftponed  — : 

— —  farther  Debates  on 


that 

Bill  

Siret,  John,  committed  to  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  for  Non-attendance  on 


z8 

316 
4t6 
S75 
S7r 


a  Selc<St  Committee  —        z 

difcharged  from  the 


Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 

Slave  Trade,   Mr.   Wilberforce 

gives  Notice  that  he  intends  to 

move  for  the  total  Abolition  of 

-  farther  Remarks  of  Mr. 


64 


Wilbcrfwrcc  on  that  Trade 
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Aife  TraJe,  the  Houfe  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  adjourned  Bud* 
ncftof  — ,  240 

Smithy  Tbomasy  Mr.  Phipps 
moves  for  his  Difcharge  from 
Newgate,  he  having  been  cbm- 
mined  there  for  Perjury  2 

State  of  the  Nation,  Mr.  Grey  up 

calls  the  Attention  of  the  Houfe  '.^' '  • 

to  the '  202 

-  Speech  of  Mr.  Grcn- 


8j 


*  ville  thcTpoi;;!  —  516 

StatI. Papers. —Several  Papers  ' ' 

'relative  to  the  Trade  between 
.Great  B:ituin  and  Ruilia,  or- 
dered to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe - —  56 

■  Papers  laid  on  the  Table 
for  the  Feruial  of  the  Mem- 
bers ■ 

■  Extnds  of  Letters,  &:c. 
and  Accounts  relative  to  the 
Settlements  in  New  South 
Wales  •    iW. 

■■*  E3itni£l  of  a  Letter  from 

Governor  Phillip  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Sydney,  dated 
Sydner  Cove,  Feb.  li,  1790    iBiJ^ 

■  Another  Letter  from  Go- 
Temor  Phillip  to  the  fame, 
dated  Feb.  13,  1790 

»  Another  Letter  from  Go- 

vernor Pl^illip  to  the  fame, 
dat6d  April  II,  1790 

■  'Extra^s  from  Indrudioifs 
given  by  Governor  Phillip  to 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  dur- 
ing bis  Command  at  Norfolk 


94 


87 


88 
89 


Illand,  dated  March  a,  1700 
— —  Defcription  of  Norfolk 

Ifland    *  

-■■  An  Account  of  the  Num- 
ber of  Convicts  which  have 
been  (hipped  from  England  for 
Nci^  South  Wales,  and  of  the 
dumber  intended  to  be  fent  in 
the  Ships  now  under  Orders 
for  that  Service  —  9a 

■  An  Account  of  the  Ex- 
pencea  incurred  in  tranfport- 
ing  Convids  to  New  South 
Wales,  as  far  as  the  fame  can 
^  made  up  -~  ii;V. 


State  Pajjcrs,  An  Account  of  the 
Quantity  and  Goil  of  the  Pro- 
vitions  and  Stores  which  have 
been  fent  to  New  South  Wales, 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Sup* 
port  of  the  Settlements  there,  as 
far  as  the  fame  can  be  made 


fage 


■  An  Account  of  the  Charge 
and  Expence  of  the  Civil  and 
Military  Eflablifhments  in  the 
Settlements    of    New  South 

Wales  

Abftra)6t  of  India  Budget 


95 


96 


Accounts  —  493 

r-; — '•  Madras  and  Bombay        494 
• — -—  Bencoolen  and  Pinang      495 

■  '  Account  of  the  Appro- 
priation of  the  furplus  Reve- 
nues of  India,  and  of  the  In- 
creafe  of  Debts  therein 

-  Supplies  to  Europe  and 


49« 


China  from  the  Refources  of 

India  497 

-* An  Account  of  the  Quan- 
tity of  Rum  and  MclaiTcs,  ex- 
ported from  the  Britifh  Weft 
Indies  to  all  Parts,  during  three 
Years,  diftinguiihing  each 
Year,  and  the  Countries  to 
which  exported  -  68f 

>  An  Account  of  the  total 


Quantity  of  Sugar  imported 
from  the  Britilh  Wefl-India 
lilands  into  Great  Britain,  for 
certain  Years  mentioned.-— 
Alfo,  an  Account,  for  the 
fame  Period,  of  the  Quantitv 
of  raw  and  refined  Sugars,  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  dif- 
tinguifliing  the  Quantity  ex- 
ported to  Ireland,  and  other 
Parts  of  the  Empire,  from  the 
Quantity  exported  to  foreign 
Parts  


An  Account  of  the  Quan- 
tity of  Britifli  and  Foreign 
Plantation  Sugars,  imported 
into  North  America,  during 
certain  Years,  diflinguifliing 
each  Year,  and  the  Britifli 
from  the  Foreign  Sugars 


63j 
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State  Paper.    Aa  Account  of  the^ 

Quaatity  of  Su£^r8,  being  BifU  Wales,  New  South.    Se^  Sials 

,  n[h  Plantation  Produce,  im«  Papers, 

ported  into  Great  Britain,  dur-  War  between  Rufliaand  thePorte, 

ing  certain  Years,  diftinguifls-*  His  Maiefty^s  Meflage  to  the 

ing  each  Year,  and  each  Iflatid  Houfe  thereon  — >  z6 

fiocn  whence  imported  684    *■  the  Houfe  in  Debate 

Supply,  the  Houfe  in  a  Com*  thereon  —  3$ 

miueeof  •— -«  iq.  Ways  and  Means,  theHouCe  in 

Committee  of  —  417 

■^'  thcHoufe  i^in  in  Com:? .      ., 

•p^  mkteeon  -^-  451 

—     '     the  Houfe  again  in  Com% 
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TO    THE 


§  i^  E  A  K  E  R  S'    N  A  M  E  1 
t  oiv  ME    xxix; 
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Widnefdajj  2yl  March^  i79i« 

• 

JVl  R«  Baker,  from  the  Seleft  Committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Williatn  FuUarton,  of  Fullarton,  £fq.  complaining  of  an 
landue  election  and  return  for  the  diftridt  of  the  boroughs  of 
Haddington,  Jedburgh,  Dunbaff  North  Berwick,  and  Lau- 
der, in  Scotland,  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  faid  Seleft 
Commi^ee  have- determined. 

That  the  honourable  Thomas  Maitland  is  duly  eleded  a. 
CornmiflSoner  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  dif- 
trl£k  of  the  boroughs  of  Haddington,  Jedburgh,  Dunbar^ 
North  Berwick,  and  Lauder,  inScotlandf; 

And  alfo,  that  the  laid  Seledk  Committee  have  deter* 
mined. 

That  the  petition  pf  the  faid  William  Fullarton,  of  Ful- 
larton,  Efq.  did  appear  to  the  faid  SeleA  Committee  to  be 
frivolous  and  vexatious ; 
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And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Sele£b  Committee  have  deter* 
miAed,  , 

'  That  the  oppoCtion  of  the  faid  honourable  Thomas  Mait* 
land  to  the  faid  petition,  did  not  appear  to  the  faid  Seleft 
Committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 
C*toftel  Colonel  Phipps  rofe  to  prefent  a  petition,  which,  he  faid, 
Pbtpps.  Inquired  feme  explanation,  fince  otherwife,  the  purport  of  it 
might  appear  inconfiftent  with  the  condu£i  which  the  Com* 
mittee,  and  he  as  their  Chairman^  had  already  taken.  The 
Houfe  would  recoUefl,  that  he  had  ftated  to  them,  upon  the 
preceding  Friday,  that  Thomas  Smith,  now  a  prifoner  in 
His  Majefty*s  jail  of  Newgate,  had  been  guilty  of  grofs  prc- 
Irarication  in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  and  appa- 
rently of  perjury  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  had  com- 
plained to  the  Houfe,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee^  and 
moved,  that  the  faid  Thomas  Smith  be  profecuted  bv  His 
Majefty*s  Attorney  General  for  perjury,  which  the  Houfe 
had  agreed  to,  and  Smith  flood  committed  for  the  prevari- 
cation, it  was  the  defire  of  the  Committee  to  keep  the  cOn- 
fideration  of  the  two  offences  diftinft  and  feparate ;  and 
therefore,  as  they  had  in  no  fort  altered  their  opinion  re- 
fpeftfng  the'heinoufnefs  of  the  apparent  perjury,  or  their 
wifti  that  Smith  fliould  be  profecuted  for  it;,  he  thought  it 
necefTary  to  fay  thus  much  previous  to  his  delivery  of  the 
petition,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  alledge  the  prifoner's 
contrition  for  having  unfortunately  incurred  the  difpteafure 
of  the  Committee  by  the  mode  of  giving  his  evidence,  and  to 
pray  a  difcharge  from  his  confinement. 

The  petition  was  received  and  read,  and  on  the  motion 
of  Colonel  Phipps,  the  Speakers  Warrant  was  ordered  to  be 
ifiued  to  bring  up  the  faid  Thomas  Smith  to  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe  upon  the  morrow,  in  order  that  lie  may  be  dif- 
charged. 

The  Colonel  afterwards  faid,  that,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  he  was  dirc61ed  to  report,  "  That  John  Siret 
•*  having  been  duly  fummoned  to  attend  as  a  witnefs  before 
**  them,  had  difobeyed  fuch  fummons,  and  therefore  that 
*•  the  faid  SeleCl  Committee,  according  to  the  powers  given 
••  them  by  the  aft,  bad  ordered  the  faid  John  Siret  into  the 
•<  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms." 

It  was  then  moved,  **  That  the  faid  John  Siret  do  ftand 
**  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  and 
"  that  Mr.  Speaker'do  iffbe  his  warrant  accordingly.** 
^f.  Pitf.  Mr  ChariceTlor  Phi  obfcrved,  that  the  comimitmsnt  of  the 
biti  for  the  relief . erf*  Proteftant  Roman  Catholic  Diffentcrs, 
under  certain  conditions  and  feftridlions,'  flood  for  the  next 
day.  He  believed  that  there  was  a  general  concurrence  of 
'  opinion  infavourof  the  principle  of  the  bill;  but  as  he  knew 
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that  feveral. gentlemen  entertained  JQubts  refpe6ling  thepco- 
priety  of  particular  claufes,  and  wifhed  to  deliver  their  Ten* 
timents  on  the  fubjeil,  he  tliought  it  would  be  acfvifeablc  to 
put  tlie  commitment  of  the  bill  ofFfor  a  few  days,  in  order 
to  give  the  gentlemen  in  queflion  time  to  digeft  their  opinions, 
and  ftatethem  to  the  Houfe.  He  would  not  move  the  poft- 
ponement  of  the  commitment  of  the  bill  then,  as  thehonbur- 
able  and  learned  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  was  not  in 
the  Houfe,  but  he  gave  notice  that  he  would,  upon  the  mor- 
row, move  the  difcharge  of  the  order,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  bill,  for  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Ryder  produced  a  confiderable  number  of  motions  for  Mr.Ryder 
refolutions  relative  to  the  price  of  grain,  which  he  laid  he 
meant  to  form  the  table,  that  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  fit 
tatio  to  govern  the  prices  at  which  corn  of  various  kinds 
might  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  this  country  from  Ire- 
land, Quebec,  and  other  places  abroad ;  but  as  it  would  be 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Houfe,  with  a  view  to  the  future 
difcuffion  of  the  fubje£)^,  that  they  fhould  be.  admitted  to 
make  a  part  of  the  bill,  ip  order  that  .they,  might  aiTume  a 
debatable  ihape,  with  the  kave  of  the  Houfe  he  would  move 
for  them  inftantly  to  i^efolve  themfelvies  into  an  original 
Committee,  in  which  he  would  introduce  the  refolutions, 
and  then  let  them  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  without  meaning  by 
fuch  admiffion  to  have  it  in  the  fmalleft  degree  underftood 
that  gentlemen  were  thereby  pledged  to  fupport  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  them,  but  that  they  fhould  remain  as  open  to 
objection,  debate,  and  difcuffion  afterwards,  as  any  part  of 
the  bilL 

Mr.  P9wys  admitted  that  it  would  be  for  the  general  con-  Mr. 
venience  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  refolutions  (hould  be  allowed  Powyi. 
to  be  fo  introduced,  it  being  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the 
receiving  them  fhould  not  govern  and  afFeft  the  future  dif- 
cuffion of  the  table,  as  it  was  well  known  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  refpedling  the  prices  which  ought  to  go- 
vern the  importation. 

The  Houf^  imnjediately  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  Mr.  Bramflon  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ryder  then  moved  his  refolutions,  which  were  read 
Ihort  profortMy  and  agreed  to,  and  immediately  reported  to 
the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Steele  made  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Que- 
bec bill.  Counfel  was  called  in  and  heard  on  the  firft  peti- 
tion. Counfel  on  thefecond  petition  was.  heard  in  prrt,  and 
the  farther  confideration  of  the.  report  adjourned  to  the  enf- 
fuing  Wedncfday.  After  fome  converfation  between  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Hufley,  Mr-  Alderman  Watfop,  and  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor Pitt,  the  three  former  of  whom  fuggefled  the  propriety 
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of  re-cotnmitting  the  biUf  and  moved  a  qyeftion  upon  itj 
which  was  negatived. 
The  Houfe  a4)ourned. 

Thur/day^  ^^tb  March. 

Ko  material  debate  occurred. 

Friday^  i^ib  Afarcb. 

A  petition  of  John  Siret  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe^  and 
read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  is  now  in  the  cuftody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  Arras,  for  noji-attendartce  on  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Exeter  eleflion;  and 
that  the  petitioner  is  moft  fincerely  forry  for  his  mifcondudt 
in  prefuniing  to  difobey  the  order  of  the  faid  Committee, 
which  arofe  from  ignorance,  and  not  from  difrefpe£i;  and 
that  the  petitioner  is  deeply  fenfible  of  his  crime,  and  en- 
treats the  Houfe,  that  he  may  be  difcharged  out  of  cuf- 

Ordered, 

"^  That  the  faid   John  Siret  be  iinmediately  brought  to  the 

bar  of  this  Houfe,  in  order  to  his  being  difcharged. 

John  iviret  was  accordingly  brought  to  the  bar ;  where  h^ 
received  a  reprimand  from  Mr.  Speaker,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  difcharged  out  of  cuftody,  paying  his  fees. 

Mr. Grey  Mr.  Grey  begged  leave  to  folicit  the  future  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  a  bill  which  he  defigned  to  introduce,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  fome  alteration  in  the  mode  of  determining 
on  the  merits  of  e1e£lion  petitions.  Frivolous  and  vexatious 
lie  coniidered  as  terms  of  too  harfli  a  conilrudtion,  and  fuch 
as  might  not  always  be  applicable,  even  when  it  was  found 
neceflary  that  the  plea  of  the  petition  (hould  not  befuftained. 
He  mentioned  the  cafe  of  a  Committee  in  which  he  had  lately 
been  engaged ;  and  in  which,  though  they  had  decided  that 
the  petition  was  not  fupported  by  evidence,  they  were  un- 
willing to  determine  upon  it  as  frivolous  and  vexatious.  He 
did  not  mean  that  the  party,  whpfe  petition  was  fo  decided 
on,  fliould  be  excufed  from  paying  cofts ;  but  only  that 
fome  ({iiferent  mode  of  determining  ihould  be  fubftituted,  as 
^e  confidered  the  prefent  as  imputing  intentions  which  might 
nQt  be  entertained,  and  even  eflablilhing  a  fort  of  crimina- 
lity. At  any  rate,  if  the  terms  were  liable  to  fuch  conftruc- 
tion,  it  was  proper  that  they  (hould  be  corrcfled. 

In  confequence  of  this  intimation,  a  converfation  took 
place,  in  which  Mr.  \\^ndham,  Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Baker, 
Sir  William  Scott,  and  Colonel  Phipps,  were  fpeakers,  and 
in  which  different  opinions  were  given  of  the  propriety  and 
ufcfulnefs  of  the  objeft  of  the  intended  bill. 
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Mr,   Chancellor  Pitt  apprehended  that,    on  a  fubjeS  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
fuch  importance^  it  would  be  more  proper  to  poftpone  any 
debate  until    a   rrgular   motion  (hould    come  before  th6 
Houfe. 

Sir  Benjamin  Hafnmet  rifing  next,  obferved,  that  he  had  Sir  Benj. 
in  his  hand  a  petition  againft  the  bill  for  appropriating  the  Himraft. 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  unclaimed  dividends, 
&c,  fignedby  amoftrefpedtablebody  of  llockholders  ;  names 
which  woul^^e  allowed  to  carry  v^ith  them  the  greateft 
weight  and  importance.  He  had  fuggefled  his  propofal  to 
the^ank,  of  lending  500,000!.^  without  intereft,  as  long  as 
the  fame  fhould  be  unclaimed.  There  had,  in  confequence, 
been  a  meeting  of  the  Dire£lors  on  the  preceding  day,  and  a 
meeting  of  Proprietors  was  to  take  place  upon  the  enfuing 
Tuefday.  . 

The  petition  was  brought  up  and  read,  as  follows : 

*<  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  aflembled. 

**  The  humble  Petition  of  theSubfcribers  whoareProprietots 
in  the  Public  Funds  of  Great  Britain, 

"  Humbly  fheweth, 

**  That  your  petitioners  are  deeply  interefled  in  the  public 
funds  of  Great  Britain. 

*••  That  your  petitioners  have  invefted  their  property  In 
thofe  funds,  with  the  moft  perfed  reliance  on  the  faith  and 
juftice  of  Parliament,  and  in  full  confidence  and  perfuafion 
that  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain  would  never,  without 
the  confent  of  the  Proprietors,  make  any  eflential  alteration, 
either  in  refpe<S):  to  their  fecurities,  which  confifl  principally 
in  funds  fpecifically  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their  an- 
nuities, or  in  refpedl  to  the  mode  of  their  payment,  expreffly 
ilipulated  and  delineated  in  the  feveral  ftatutes  that  fix  the 
conditions  of  the  public  loans* 

<<  That  your  petitioners  have  feen,  with  equal  concern 
and  aflonifliinent,  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament  by  the  right 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  the  avowed 
^  obje£l  of  which  is  to  take  back  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds^ 
part  of  the  fums  that  hav^  been  iflued  by  the  Exchecfuer  to 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  pur« 
fuance  of  many  ads  of  Parliament ;  and  particularly  of  the 
Confolidated  h&^  pailed  in  the  28th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jcAy,  being  part  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  law  to  the 
payment otthe public  creditors,  and  expreffly  declared  not 
to  be  divertible  to  any  other  ufe  or  purpofe  whatever* 

<^  That  the  principle  of  the  faid  bill  appears  to  your  petlff p 
tioners  to  have  a  dired  tendency  to  deftroy  that  confidence 
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which  many  natives  and  foreignerf  have  hitherto  repofed  in 
the  equity  and  juftice  of  Parliament;  to  violate  the  pubhc 
falih  folenHTly  plighted  ;  and  by  fci^i^g  on  private  property, 
Accurately  delcrlbed,  and  iland  ng  as  fuchin  the  books  of  the 
B^i^j^of  England,  to  excite  alarms  and  ayprehenfions  of  the 
moil  ferious  and  dangerous  nature. 

"  That  your  petitioners  wi(h  to  be  heard  by  Counfel,  if 
it  (halJ  appear  to  them  to  be  neceilary  ;  although  it  is  a  cafe 
that  does  not  depend  on  nice  and  intricate  fubtilty,  or  on  a 
deep  knowledge  of  the  technical  forms  of  law ;  but  on  the 
rights  of  Britifh  fubjedls,  which  ought  in  no  cafe  whatever 
to  be  invaded*  They  humbly  petition  for  no  more  than  a 
iacred  obfervance  of  national  contrails,  containing  exprefs 
ftipalations^eafily  underftoody  and  ratitied  by  folemn  ai^sof 
the  Supreme  Legiflature. 

"  Under  anxious  apprehenfions,  ifbt  more  fenfibly  felt 
on  their  account,  than  for  the  good  faith,  the  public  credit, 
and  the  honour  of  the  nation  ;  and  impreflfed  with  a  (enfe  of 
the  duty  they  owe  not  only  to  themfelves,  but  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  your  petitioners  humbly  intreat  this  bo* 
nourable  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  their  moft  ferious 
corifideration ;  and  they  pray,  that  no  alteration  in  their  fe- 
curity,  for  the  better  or  the  worfc,  may  take  place  without 
their  confent;  and  that  tlie  faid  bill  may  not  pafs  into  a 
law.'^ 

2Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  as  a  long  previous  no- 
tice had  been  already  given,  he  truiled  that  the  petition 
could  aiFord  no  pretext  for  delaying  the  report.  It  had  been 
appointed  for  the  preceding  day,  and  he  would  certainly 
confider  himfelt  as  authorized  to  move  that  it  ihould  he  re- 
ceived immediately.  In  his  opinion,  there  certainly  was  an 
irregularity  in  the  mode  in  which  the  petitioners  had  deiired 
to  be  heard  by  Counfel,  as  they  had  not  come  forward  until 
this  late  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Ml .  lox.  Mr.  Fc*Xy  on  the  contrary,  contended  that  the condu6l of 
the  petitioners  was  not  irreguLr;  as  they  might,  perhaps, 
(but  lie  did  not  pretend  to  fpeak  decidedly  upon  this  point) 
h;ive  Counfel  ready  to  h%  beard  on  the  report.  It  would  be 
recoile&ed  that  this  huff  nefs  was  intended  to  have  come  00 
upon  a  former  day,  and  had  been  unavoidably  pofiponed ;  a 
circumftance  of  which  they  could  not  have  been  aware*  He 
did  not  think  himfelf  poflei&d  of  fufficient  weight  to  attempt 
now  to  oppofe  the  report.  But  furely,  if  there  was  any  bu- 
fmefs  which  ought  tobe  cotidu6ted  with  caution,  or  in  which 
full  time  ought  to  he  allowed,  it  was  upon  an  occafion  like 
this,  in  which  the  public  credit  was  interefled.  The  petition 
was  almoft  unprecedented  with  refpe^  to  its  nature,  and 
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the(  quarter  from  whence  it  HTded.  It  had  not,  he  belfered, 
happened,  fincetheacceffionof  the  Family  of  Brunfwrck, 
that  a  petition  had  been  prefertted  from  the  Bank  to  the 
Houfe  of  Comtnorts  againft  any  meafare  with  regard  to  mo- 
ney matters.  In  fudi  an  event,  therefore,  the  fulleft  invef- 
tigation,  the  moft  ferious  deliberation,  was  neceflary.  A  pe- 
tition h^d  now  been  prefertted,  figned  by  the  moft  refpeftable 
names,  with  regard  to  extent  of  property,  which  had  ever 
perhaps  appeared  in  any  civilized  nation.  He  was  not  one 
of  thofe  whom  a  regard  to  property  could  influence  in  the 
extreme,  neither  did  he  feel  himfelf  inclined  to  allow  it  too 
much  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  public  bufinefs.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought,  that  in  debates  in  that  Houfe,  it  was 
too  frequently  referred  to,  and  too  much  ftrefs  laid  upon  it. 
But,  if  there  was  any  occafion  on  which  regard  was  due  ta 
property,  it  was  the  prefent.  If  theie  was  any  property^ 
deemed  facrod,  it  Was  that  which  was  veiled  in  the  funds  ; 
and  any  petition,  proceeding  from  this  quarter,  ought  to  de- 
mand the  moft  deliberate  attentior^  and  excite,  the  moft  fe- 
rious regard. 

After  Ibme  little  diiEculty  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  dif- 
poftng  of  the  petition,  it  was  ordered  to  belaid  upon  the  table, 
and  Counfel  heard  upon  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  notice,  that  it  was  probable  that  he  might 
be  commanded  to  bring  down  on  Monday  a  meffage  fiom 
His  Majefty,  relative  to  the  prefent  fituntion  of  affairs  in 
Europe. 

After  certain  clauies  had  been  read  from  the  a<ft  of  Par- 
liament, relative  to  the  conduct  to  be  obferved  previous  to 
the  expiration*of  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  conceived  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Mr.  P\r., 
India,  this  was  not  the  time  for  the  difcdffion  of  what  mea- 
fures  fhould  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the  renewal  of  tl>e 
Company's  charter.  He  meant,  however,  now  to  makeths 
motions  required  by  the  afl,  that  when  that  event  ftiould 
take  place,  whatever  line  of  conduct  the  Houfe  fhould  think 
proper  to  purfue,  they  might  have  the  means  of  fetlement 
In  theif  own  hand.  He  would  not  pretend  to  advife  any  re- 
newal of  thechai;|er,  nor  would  he,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
hazard  the  leaft  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt.  Only  from  the 
motions  whidh  he  fhould  now  make^  it  would  be  underftood 
that  the  exclcifive  Commercial  privileges  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  fhould  ceafe,  uiilefs  it  (hould  appear  to  be  the  plea- 
furc  of  the  Houfe  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  their  exer- 
cife  in  the  fame  channel. 

Mr.  jFftf^/y  having  obferved  that,   from  diligent   inquiry,      Mr. 
and  I(5ng  attention  to  the  fubje6i,  he  was  decidedly  or  opi-   Huflc> . 
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nion  that  the  charter  ought  never  to  be.  renewed^  exprefled 
his  approbation  of  the  motions  which  had  been  made. 
General       General  Smhh  mentioned  fome  obftacles,    which^  in  hif 
Smith,     opinion^  were  likely  to  arife  againft  the  profecu^ion  of  the 

prefent  war  in  India. 
Mn  Pict.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  the  faith  of  the  natioa 
was  pledged  to  make  provifion  for  any  engagements  which 
had  been  entered  into  by  Parliament,  or  through  the  medium 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 
Mr.  Mr.  Maitland  remarked,  that  during  the  difcuflion  on  the 

-Maitland.  ^ar  in  India,  it  had  been  ftated  as  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  our  pojQTeflions  in  that  country^  to  give  proteflion  and  fta* 
bility  to  the  Company  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  affairs. 
With  this  view,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  pro- 
fefled  to  come  forward  with  certain  refolutions.     Now,  a  mo- 
■  tion 'was  made,  giving  notice  of  the  expiration  of  the  Com- 
pany's charter,   without  any  provifion  being  employed  to 
prevent  its  rieceflary  effeSs.     If  the  motion  was  merely  ia 
compliance  with  the  a£l,  the  M^nifter  ought  to  have  declared 
that  he  made  it  in  his  official  capacity,  without  any  inten- 
tion that  it  fhould  take  effefl  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Com- 
pany's affairs.     Or  it  ought  to  have  been  ftated,  that  «  the 
expiration  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Government,  another 
equally  effedual  and  coercive  would  be  adopted.     But  at 
prefent,  the  effeS  of  the  motion  was  to  intimate  to  the  In- 
liabitants  of  that  country,  that  the  prefent  fyftem  of  that 
Government,  with  which  they  entered  into  conne£lion,  and 
formed  engagements,    would  fliortly  expire,   wliile  it  left 
them  entirely  in  the  dark  what  Government  would>fuccecd» 
or  whether  any  provifion  at  all  woald  be  made  to  fupply  its 
place*     The  confequences  of  this  uncertainty  would  not  fail 
to  communicate  the  moft  alarming  appreheniions,  and  vio- 
lently affedk  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Company*s  affairs* 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Mini- 
fter  to  have  been  more  explicit,  and  not  have  continued  fa- 
tisfied  to  deal  in  guarded  intimations,  inftead  of  proceeding 
to  pofitive  afcertainments. 

Mr.  Rofe  having  brought  up  the  report  concerning  the 

Bank  Pividend  hill, 

Mr.  Mr.  Chifwell  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  his  chief  motive  for 

Chifwell.  begging  leave  to  trefpafs  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe, 

was  grounded  upon  the  recolleAion  of  what  had  fallen  from 

the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  intimation  which  he 

had  that  day  given  of  a  meflage  vhich  might  be  expelled  on 

Monday,  the  nature  of  which,  he  thought,  fliould  induce 

the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe  to  be  very 

^  cautious   in  any  proceeding   that  affeAtd  public  cre4it,  or 

even 
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even  that  affeflcd  the  Ban|c  and  the  ftockhblders ;  for  it 
might  happen  that  a  future  loan  would  be  required,  and  cer- 
tainly, any  thing  that  had  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  fecurity 
of  the  public  creditor,  could  not  prove  a  favourable  circum- 
fiance  upen  fuch  an  occafion.  Mr.  Chifwell  next  reverted 
to  the  meafure  which  had  been  adopted  when  the  term  of  pay- 
ment of  the  long  annuities  hdd  been  altered  in  1786.  It  bad 
then  been  thought  neceflary  to  allow  a  certain  time  for  thof^ 
who  roiglit  not  like  the  nature  of  the  bill  to  exprefs  their 
diflent,  and  then  continue  to  be  paid  as  formerly.  This  he 
recommended  in  the  prefent  inftance,  if  the  bill  was  not  to 
be  given  up  ;  a  circumftance  that  would  pi'^afe  him  and  many 
more,  much  better  than  any  pollihie  amendment  which  could 
be  made  to  it.  However,  as  he  feared  that  this  would  not 
be  done,*  he  intended  to  pffer  a  claufe  which  he  trufted  the 
Houfe  would  accept  and  matce  part  of  the  bill.  The  claufe 
being  m9ved  and  read,  it  appeared  that  the  purport  of  i% 
went  to  ena(5t,  thai  a  book  fhould  be  opened  and  kept  for  fix 
months  at  the  Bank,  that  thofe  proprietors  of  unclaimed  di- 
videndSy  and  other  ftod^iiolders  in  the  difierent  public  funds, 
who  tlifiented  from  the  propofal  made  in  the  bill  to  change 
their  fecurity,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  dating  and  fign- 
ing  fuch  dii&nt  in  that  book,  and  thus  efcape  from  being  in 
any-manner  afie<9e.1  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Steele  remarkea,  that  gentlemen  who  fpoke  on  the  ^^' 
other  fide,  feemed  to  reft  their  arguments  upon  a  neceffity  ^^•*1** 
which  they  conceived  there  was  for  having  the  particular 
confent  of  every  individual  proprietor  of  unclaimed  divi- 
dends, and  every  proprietor  in  the  pul^lic  funds ;  but  he  ne- 
ver would  allow  that  any  fucli  confent  was  neceflary,  or 
that,  though  one  or  more  proprietors  or  ftockholders  Hiould 
pofitively  diflent,  there  was  any  reafon  for  giving  up  the 
bill;  and  therefore^  adopting  a  claufe  fo contradictory. to  the  ' 
other  parts  of  it,  was  nothing  elfe  than  giving  it  up.  With 
regard  to  obtaining  xronfent,  that  claufe  in  the  bill  which 
gave  the  public  creditor  three  months/  after  his  dividend  was 
due,  for  confidering  whether  he  would  withdraw  his  money, 
or  allow  the  fecurity  to  be  transferred  from  the  Bank  to  Go- 
vernment, was  perfeftly  fufficient  for  every  reafonahle  pur- 
pofe;  becaufe,  doubtlefs«  if  a  man  allowed  his  dividends  to 
remain  thvee  months  after  he  knew  that  it  was  due,  and  by 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  certainly,  as  he  had  th^  power  of 
withdrawing  it,  which  he  had  not  done,  itmigh^.be  inferred, 
that  he  was,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  fati^M^with  the 
transfer,  and  virtually  gave  his  confent  to  take  puMI^4ecu*' 
rity,  inftea^  of  theBank>  thinking  the  one  at  leaftas^ood 
u%  the  othdr.    - 
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Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fo:f  obferved,  that  he  felt  ample  reafcn  to  approve 
of  the  claufe  which  had  been  brought  up ;  and  as  he  had  all 
along  wifhed  that  the  bill  might  have  all  fuccefs,  be  fhould 
feel  a  greater  pleijfure  if  the  claufe  were  adoptedL  He  next 
adverted  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
had  faid  concerning  the  confent  which  had  been,  or  could  be, 
obtained  to  this  meafure;  and  this  was  a  confent  by  inference, 
or  rather  a  fuppofed  confent.  tie  allowed  that  there  mieht 
be  a  confent  by  inference,  or  a  virtual  confent,  fucli  as  that 
given  to  taxation,  which  the  people  gave  virtually,  becaufe 
they,  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whom  the  people  had  chofen 
as  their  reprefentatives,  had  agreed  to  it;  but  this  was  very 
diiFerent,  indeed,  from  the  confent  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  talked  of;  all  that  was  afked  by  the  honour- 
able Member  who  moved  the  claufe,  was,  that  perfons  who 
were  interefted  might  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  their 
diflent,  which  was  certainly  fair.  He  had,  on  a  former  oc- 
caGon,  contended,  and  fliil  (hould  he  perfift  in  contending, 
that  not  only  the  prefent  proprietors  of  unclaimed  dividends, 
but  all  ftockholders,  mud  give  their  confent,  before  it  was  si 
proper  confent ;  becaufe  al  1  ftockholders  may,  at  fome  future 
period,  have  unclaimed  dividends.  Many  refpeflable  pro* 
prietors  had  already  given  their  diff-jnt,  as  appeared  by  the 
petition  from  the  Dank  Proprietors,  and  that  now  upon  the 
table,  fiened  by  fuch  men  as,  in  point  of  wealth,  gave  it 
more  weight  than,  perhaps,  any  petition  which  had  ever 
been  prefented  in  any  part  of  the  world.  He  in  general  was 
none  of  thofe  who  argued  that  the  importance  of,  or  pro- 
priety of  confideration  concerning  a  meafure,  depended  upon 
the  rank  or  wealth  of  thofe  interefted  in  it;  but  furely,  on*a 
fnbjeft  which  was  fo  materially  conne£ied  with  the  property 
of  the  couptry,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  public  creditor,  he 
muft  contend  that  very  great  attention  and  refpe£t  was  due 
*  to  the  names,  charaders,  and  fituations  of  fuch  men  as  the 
petitioners.  As  to  the  Bank  df  England,  on  all  emergencies 
the  nation  and  they  had  a£led  together  for  a  long  time  back, 
and  he  was  forry  that  he  was  ted  to  remark,  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  that  this  was  the  firft  time,  fince  the  acceffion  of 
the  Brunfwick  Family  to  the  throne,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  found  it  neceflary  to  make  any  application  to  l9ff-  ^ 
liament  againft  a  meafure,  which,  as  far  as  the  national  faith  ' 
and  public  credit  were  concerned,  was,  in  the  opinion  not 
only  of  the  petitioners,  but  of  all  the  men  of  monied  intcfpft  - 
within  the  kingdom,  fo  pregnant  with  the  moft  alarming 
danger.  As  to  the  virtual  confent  mentioned  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  it  feemed  to  be  founded  on  the  diftent . 
which  bad  been  given,  and  would  ftill  be  given,  if  time  were 

.  allowed* 
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allowed.  Mr*  Fox  appealed  to  the  good  fenle  and  infor- 
ination  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
affairs,  and  after  the  great  and  general  alarm  which  this  mea- 
fure  had  occafioned,  it  ought  to  induce  the  majority  of  the 
Houfe  to  wifh,  at  any  rate,  for  more  time  before  they  al- 
lowed the  bilUto  pafs  ?  It  never  had  received  the  confent  of 
any  party  interefted  in  its  operation  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  forced  upon  them  all  -againft  their  will,  and  in  its  nature 
unjuft  as  in  its  confequences  deftruiflive.  There  were,  in- 
deed, particular  times,  when  fuch  meafures  might  be  hazard- 
ed with  lefs  danger  than  at  others,  and  perhaps  unfavourable 
as  the  fituation  of  the  country  was  fome  months  a^o,  it 
might  be  more  fo  now ;  but  we  ought  not  to  purfnc  iT^."afufifs 
fraught  with  injuftice  to  the  people,  and  deceit  iipoo'tlie  . 
public,    either  at  any  period,    or  in  .any  fituation   wliat-  / 

foever.  V,.  ';•     ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  conceived  that  the  point  at  iflue' wasMr.  Pia, 
limply,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  neceflary  to  have  the  cbiji- .'^• 
fent  of  every  individual  proprietor  and  flockholder;  and  j^e 
had  no  hefitation  in  declaring  that  it  was  not  neceiTary.— 
The  proprietors  of  the  public  funds  were  of  two  forts ;  thofe 
who  had  unclaimed  dividends  in  the  Bank,  and  thofc  wlio 
were  merely  stockholders,  and  had  no  unclaimed  dividends. 
The  firft  were  allowed,  by  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  three 
months  to  withdraw  their  money,  and  re<-inveft  it  in  the 
Bank,  if  they  preferred  that  fecurity  to  the  public  fecurity, 
conne^ed  and  depending  upon  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
country;  and  the  fecond  having  no  arrears  of  dividends,  had 
it  in  their  power  to  draw,  their  money  whenever  it  became 
due,  and  place  it  where  they  pleafed ;  arid  therefore,  they 
could  not  be  afFc£led  by  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dundas  infifted  that  thofe  gentlemen  on  the  oppofitc  Mr. 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  wlio  contended  that  the  fecurity  of  the  Dundas. 
public  creditor  was  infured,  and  that  more  time  was  neceflary 
to  obtain  the  confent  of  perfons  interefled,  had  not  fo  good  a 
foundation  for  their  arguments  as  they  pretended  to  poflefs, 
He  thought,  with  both  his  right  honourable  friends,  that  the 
time  allowed  by  the  bill  was  perfeftly  fufEcient  for  the  public 
creditor  to  determine  which  fecurity  he  would  prefer,  the 
Public,  or  that  of  the  Bank.  He  replied  to  what  had  been 
urged  during  the  courfe  of  the  difcufCon  concerning  the  Bank 
being  as  rruflees  for  minors,  or  others,  whole 'property  was 
left  by  will  in  tl)e  Bank  to  accumulate  for  their  ufe  ;.  and  he 
thought  it  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  p(?rfons  leaving 
money  in  that  way,  wilbing  it  to  accumulate,  would  ra.ther 
be  pleafed  to  have  the  intereft  drawn  regularly,  and  appro« 
priated  to  fome  particular  purpofe,  than  to  let  it  go  into  the 
general  aggregate^fund  of  the  Bank  of  England,^^liabl(^tg^g[^ 
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at  th<  fame  time,  in  cafe  of  certain  emergencies!  brought  to 
the  ufe  of  the  Bank  ;  a  circumftance  which,  of  itfelf,  would 
deter  feme  people  from  appointing  the  Bank  to  be  the  cufto-  . 
dees  of  <heir  property,  and  induce  them  to  prefer  the  public 
fecurity,  in  which  was  involved  the  whole  revenue  and  cre- 
dit of  the  nation.  Mr.  Dundas  affirmed  that  no  injury  was 
attempted  againft  the  public  creditor,  and  that  every  oppor- 
tunity was  allowed  him  to  make  choice  of  his  fecurity.  He 
introduced  the  Confolidation  Afl,  and  other  meafures,  as 
precedents  tor  varying  public  fecurity;  and  he  remarked,  that 
the  clamour  which  had  attended  this  meafure,  was  needlefs^ 
and  of  no  fervice  whatever.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had,  in  his  ufual  way,  wheti  he  was  at  a  lofs  for  better 
argument,  appealed  to  the  knowledge  and  the  common  fenfe 
of  gentlemen  upon  the  abfurdity  of  a  meafure ;  but  he  did 
not  fuppofe  that  this  would  have  much  efle£t;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  inclined  to  hope,  that  he  might  fucceed  in  his 
appeal  to  the  wifdom  and  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  and  he 
trufted  that  they  would  confider  the  meafure,  in  favour  of 
which  he  meant  to  vote^  as  not  deficient  in  either  propriety 
orjuftice. 
Mr.Grey.  Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  it  Was  impoffible  to  avoid  adverting  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  cho- 
fen  to  refled  upon  his  right  honourable  friend,  for  appealing 
to  the  common  fenfe  and  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  without  ad* 
miring  the  juAice  of  the  reflefliotl,  by  the  readinefs  with 
which  the  right  honovrable  gentleman  had  followed  the  fame 
plan,  no  doubt'conceiving  that  it  would  be  much  better  and 
fairer,  as  coming  from  him,  changing  the  fecurity  of  the 
public  creditor,  not  only  without  his  confent,  but  abfolutcly 
dgainft  his  will,  declared  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms,  as  the 
petitions  on  the  table  proved,  was  a  meafure  on  which  little 
argument  was  necelTary  to  convince  any  man  of  common 
fenfe,  who  would  take  the  trouble  of  judging  for  himfclf, 
of  its  impropriety,  injufticc,  and  injurious  confequences  to 
the  public  credit  of  the  nation  ;  and  this,  he  contended,  was 
the  avowed  and  notorious  tendency  of  the  prefent  violent  and 
deftruSive  meafure.  Mr.  (irey  confulered  the  implied  con- 
lent  talked  of  by  forae  people  as  ridiculous  in  the  extreme, 
i^hen  it  was  evident,  as  far  as  It  could  be  carried,  if  the  pre- 
fect claufe  were  refuted,  fhat  the  power  of  diflent  muft  be- 
come totally  and  completely  wiihholden  from  the  creditor 
by  the  debtor,  as  well  as  the  choice  of  fecuriry.  In  conclu- 
Con,  Mr.  Grey  obferved,  that  the  country  had,  upon  many 
occafions  of  emergency,  reforted  to  the  Banlc  for  loans,  which 
were  readily  granted;  yef,  notwithftnnding  that  he  did  not 
entertain  the  lead  doubt  but  that  the  famt*  difpofition  to 
come  forward  with  afllftance,  would  fhew  itfelf  during  any 

"^  Digitized  by  VjOOgle    future 


A.t'i^u  DEBATES*  tj 

fatare  exigency  of  our  affairs,  he  anxioufly  hoped  that  thd 
period  of  liational  diftrefs,  granting  that  it  were  to  come  at 
ai],  W£s  far  diftant. 

hh,  Stanley,  jun.  fpoke  againfl   the  claufe,  and  totally 
approved  of  the  hill. 

Sir  fVilliam  Toung  expreffedhis  determination  to  vote  againft  Sir  W« 
the  claufe,  and  infinuated  an  opinion,  that  there  might  be  Voud|;« 
jnotivtis  not  quite  fo  difinterefted  as  was  generally  thought 
for  the  oppofit ion  given  to  the  bill.  He  alluded  likewifeto 
the  difavowal  of  the  Bank  DirecSkors,  firft,  ihat  the  advan- 
tage derived  from  floating  balances  was  any  objcfl  with  them, 
ind  afterwards,  as  to  they  and  their  friends  flating  the  right 
nhich  ihey  had  to  that  profit. 

Sir  J.  St.  Llair  Erjkine  conceived,  that  all  parties  intereft-  ^ir  J8iii«» 
ed  in  the  operation  of  the  bill,  v.ere  entitled  to  give  either  St.  Ciair 
iheir  confent  or  diiTent ;  and  he  thought  that  all  flockholders>  Erikioe. 
as  veil  as  thofe  who  now  were  proprietory  of  unclaimed  di- 
videiuls,    came  und:jr    this  defcription.       As  to  the   tllrre 
months  notice  in  the  bill,  he  deemed  it  perfcflly  inadequate 
to  the  purpofe,  and  inconvenient   and   troublefome  to  the . 
proprietors,  who  muft  withdraw  their  dividends  regularly^ 
and  whether  they.wiflied  to  do  it  or  not ;  or  if  by  abfence,* 
neglccl,  or  any  miftake,  they  allowed  the  three  months  to 
elapse,  then  their  ;  roperty  was  feized  on  without  their  con* 
fcnr,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Bank,  wliich  they  had  preferred 
to  any  other,  was  varied  and  transferred  to  the  Public,  with- 
ont  their  having  any  power  todiflent  at  the  time,  or  alter  af^ 
T^ards,  without  much  trouble  or  expence.     A  perfoi)  in  the 
country  might  have  no  frieinl  in  town  whom  he  wjflied  to 
trull  with  a  power  of  attorney,  or   the  management  of  hi< 
money  ;  in  that  cafe,  it  was  a  common  and  (afe  way  to  Jet 
it  remain  in  the  Bank  till  he  came  to  town,  or  wifhed  to 
draw ;  but  if  this  bill  pnfTed,  that  could  not  be  done.     In 
conclufion.  Sir  James  complained  that    fcveral   honourable 
gei;tlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  tlje  Houfe  had,  during   the 
count  of  the  debate,  and  in  every  ftage  of  the  bill,  changed 
thtirgrouj^d,  and  avoided,  as  much  as  pofTible,  a  fair  diicuf* 
Conof  thefubjeft. 

Mr,  Afitford  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  that  the  bill  had  Mf» 
met  fo  much  oppofition  :  he  could  not  fee  the  iliflBcuIties  and  ^^^^^» 
inconvenient  ies  attending  its  operation,  and  thought  it  a 
Yery  eafy  matter  for  a  perfon  in  the  couMry,  who  difliked 
tkbill,  a!?d  was  poflefTcd  of  unclaimed  dividends,  to  defr.e 
his  agent  lo  transfer  his  property  from  tlie  Pul)lic  fecuriry  to 
theBank  flock.  Much  had  1  een  urged  concerning  the  meari* 
ingof the  words  frivolous  and  vexatious;  words,  uiuler  the 
application  of  which,  the  complainants  againft  the  hill  rood 
certainly  did  not  defcrve  to  fall. 
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Mr.  Aid.      Mr.  Alderman  fVatfon  vindicated  the  Bank  and  Direftom 

Watfon.  againft  what  he  called  the  unjuft  and  unmerited  attack  which 
had  been  made  upon  them,  by  the  honourable  Baronet  wh6 
fpoke  laft  but  one  in  the  debate. 
Sir  William  Young  explained. 

Mr.  Yoz.  Mr.  Fox  defired  to  receive  an  explanation  from  an  hononr** 
able  and  learned  gentleman  who  advanced  the  argument,  or 
any  other  learned  gentleman,  whether  a  perfon  rending  in  thb 
country  could,  by  his  agent,  get  his  flock  transferred  from 
the  Public  fecurity  to  Bank  fecurity ;  his  own  idea  upon  the 
fubjefl:  was  quite  the  reverfe. 

Mr.  Mitford  appeared  to  entertain  a  contrary  opinion. 
Mr.  Mr.  Hujlfey  could  not  help  differing  ftom  the  right  honoaf« 

Uuffey.  able  and  learned  gentleman,  who  thought  the  public  fecurity 
as  good  as  the  Bank,  in  the  way  the  Public  n6w  had  it ;  and 
he  put  the  cafe  thus  :  If  one  gentleman  borrows  lool.  from 
another,  and  agrees  to  place  value  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
lender  in  the  hands  of  MelTrs.  Hoare  and  Mr.  Child,  and  af- 
terwards thinks  it  more  convenient,  and  propofes  that  one 
houfe  only  fliould  be  fecurity,  would  this  be  the  fame  to  t1io 
lender  ?  Now,  the  cafe  was  precifely  fimilar;  for  at  prefent^ 
the  public  creditor  had  both  the  Bank  and  the  Public  fecu* 
rity,  whereas  he  will  in  future  be  left  with  one  only.  Mr. 
HufTey  flated,  that  Government  owed  to  the  Bank  eleven 
millions,  for  which  they  received  330,0001.  per  annum  inte^ 
reft.  He  added,  that  he  did  not  blufli  to  own  that  he  was 
a  proprietor  and  flockholder,  and  that  he  argued  for  hit 
interefts.  The  impoffibility  that  the  property  and  intereils 
of  individuals  could  be  otherwife  than  materially  affedled, 
when  the  interefts  of  the  whole  community  were  concerned, 
was  an  opinion  to  which  he  felt  himfelf  fully  warranted  in 
adhering. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sarjcnt  applauded  t^e  meafure,  as  well  adapted  to  tlie 

Sarjent.  phjeft  for  whicli  it  was  intended.  He  thought  it  the  duty 
of  every  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  take  all  fafe  methods 
of  paying  off  fuch  public  debts  as  were  like  to  be  leaft  felt  by 
the  people;  and  fuch,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  nature  of  the 
bill  in  queftion. 

At  length,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  claufe; 

Ayes,  45;  Noes,   136.     Majority  91. 
When  the  next  claufe  fell  under  difcuflion, 
Mr.  Mr.  HuJJcy  rofe,  and  remarked,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Hufley.  Kxcheqiier  had  formerly  ftated  as  an  argument,  to  prove  that 
the  money  to  he  taken  from  the  Bank  would  be  all  repaid  in 
one  day,  if  demanded,  that  there  was  never  lefs  than  500,000!. 
in  the  Exchecfuer.  He  fliould  be  glad  to  know  why  this 
money  could  not  be  anplied  to  the  public  fervice,  as  well  as 
the  floating  balance  of  the  money  ifTued  for  the  payment  of 
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dWldends,  £nce  it  wasprecifely  the  fame  thing  to  the  Public 
whether  the  money  lay  unemployed  at  the  Bank  or  the  Ex- 
chequer. ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  the  fupplies  voted  for  Mr.  Pitt. 
.  the  fervice  of  the  current  year>  came  into  the  Exchequer  fo 
as  not  only  to  meet  the  current  demand,  but  to  leave  a  fur- 
plus  ready  to  meet  aAy  unforefeen  exigency.  This  furplus 
confifted  partly  in  money  and  partly  in  Exchequer  bills, 
which  bearing  no  intereft  till  the  date  at  which  they  were 
ifluedy  the  Public  could  not  become  lofcrs  by  their  lying  un- 
employed in  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Harrtfon  contended,  that  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in-     Mr. 
ftances  which  could  poflibly  be  produced  of  the  impropriety  Harrifen. 
of  talking  the  floating  balance  out  of  the  Bank,  was  the  ex- 
traordinary means  to  which  they  were  obliged  to  refort  to 
provide  for  making  it  good ;  and  thefe  were,  pledging  all  the 
money  in  the  Exchequer,  appropriated  by  ad  of  Parliament 
to  other  purpofes.     To  repay  it  by  Exchequer  bilU,  was  nei- 
ther more  nor  lefs  than  adding   500,000!.  to  the  gnfunded 
debt ;  and  it  ceuld  occafion  very  little  difference  to  the  PuLr- 
liC|  whether  this  was  done  in  the  firft  inflance  or  tlie  fccond. 
,*  It  mufl  have  a  bad  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  to 
refort  to  means  of  raifing  money  which  feemed  to  imply  that 
all  our  other  refources  were  exhaufled.     Mucli  had  been  ad- 
vanced during  the  debate  on  the  convention,  refpeifiing  the 
firong  iiapreffion  which  the  facility  and  expedition  with  which 
we  had  eqjuipped  a  formidable  armament  muft  make  on  all 
the  neighbouring  powers.  The  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
that  imppeffion,  had  even  been  reprefented  as  alone  worth  all 
tb«  expence  which  the  armament  had  coft  us ;  but  there  was 
ample  caufe  for  apprehending  that  a  counter- balance  againfl 
the  favourable  impreflion  of  the  armament,  would  arife  from 
the  unfavourable  imprefGon  of  the  prefent  meafure. 
"    Mr*  ff^i'.bread  ohferved  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ci ream- Mr»Whit- 
Aance  of  a  furplus  in  the  Exchequer,  confirmed  what  he  had  bread, 
advanced  in  a  former  debate,  that  Exchequer  bills  were  the 
ultimate  fecurity  to  the  public  creditor  for  the  floating  ba- 
lance taken  by  the  Puhllc.     If  the  furplus  of  fupplies  in  the 
Exchecj'uer  confifted  chiefly  of  Exchequer  Wlls,  they  muft  be 
the  chief  part  of  the  fecurity,  and  that  fecurity  was  not  bet- 
ter, becaufe  the  money  was  taken  from  the  Bank.     With 
regard  to  the  cafe  put  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  that  were 
A  perfon  borrowing  money  on  a  tontine  to  agree  with  the 
landers  that  the  rntereft  ihould  be. paid  at  a  Banker's,  this 
would  make  part  of  the  contra  A  between  the  parties;  when 
t:lie  money  was  ifibed  for  paymc^nt  of  the  tntereft,  theBan- 
fcicr  would  place  it  to  account  of  the  feveral  perfons  to  whom 
l2«  had  cnRatred  to  pay  it,  and  tlje  borrower  could  not  call, 
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back  any  part  of  it,  whatever  balance  might  be  left  by  thofe 
per(ons  in  the  Banker's  hands.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the 
Bank  between  the  Public  and  the  public  creditor ;  but  were 
this  ftareitient  of  the  law  of  the  cafe  erroneous,  then  it  was 
abfurd  in  the  Public  to  call  for  money  by  an  z€t  of  Parlia« 
mtrnt,  which,  the  Exchequer  might  call  in  by  a  legal  procefs. 
1  he  report  of  this  claufe  was  agreed  to.^ 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  he  had  an  amendment  to  fuggeft 
on  the  preamble.  Gentlemeh  would  recolle£l,  that  when  he 
argued  that  the  whole  fum  to  be  taken  from  the  Bank  could- 
not  be  repaid  at  once,  were  it  to  be  fo  demanded,  a  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  felt  it  necMTary  to  clear  himfelf,  with 
fome  warmth^  from  the  imputation  of  having  ever  faid  that 
it  could  be  repaid  immediately,  in  the  ftri<^  fenfe  of  the 
word,  and  to  explain  that  he  meant  only,  that  it  would  be 
repaid  fo  fpeedily  as  never  to  pafs  beyond  the  day  on  which 
it  was  demanded.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  • 
jealous  of  his  honour,  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  equally  jealous 

^  of  theiri,  and  not  hold  out  to  the  Public,  in  the  prwrnhb  of 

the  bill,  what  they  knew  to  be  falfe  in  fad.  He  ihould 
therefore  move  to  I^ave  out  the  word  *^  immediate"  in  the 
preamble,  and  infert  the  word  *«  fpeedy." 

Mr*  P4t.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  anfwered,  that  the  word  immediate 
was  ufed  only  in  its  general  fenfe,  and  was  meant  only  to 
imply,  that  payment  would  be  made  within  the  day  on  which 
it  was  demanded  ;  but  as  he  had  as  unavoidably  as  relu£tantly 
entered  into  fuch  a  multitude  of  difputes  on  the  bill  with  the 
«  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  as  the  purport  and  effeA  of 
it  were  not  to  be  collefled  merely  from  the  preamble,  but 
the  claufesy  he  fliould,  by  not  oppbfing  the  amendment,  avoid 
any  farther  altercation. 

The  word  "  immediate*  was  ftricken  out,  and  the  word 
«  fpeedy*'  inferted. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofled,  and  read  a  third  time 
upon  the  enfuing  Tuefday; 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday^  %%lh  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  up  the  following  Meflage 
from  His  Majefty,  whidi  was  read  by  the  Speaker,  the 
Members  being  uncovered ; 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  thinks  it  nec(ffary  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Cong* 
monu  that  the.  endeavours  which  His  Majefly  has  uferiy  in  c»n^ 
jun^icn  with  his  allies^  to  effe£l  a  pacification  between  R'^ffia  and 
thi  FortCj  having  hiiherto  been  unfucctfsfuU  Cind  the  conjequences 
Vfiufb  may  arife  from   the  farther  frogrefs   of  the  iv^rr,  being 
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higbfy  important  to  th  inter  efts  *of  His  MajeJ^y  and  his  allies^ 
and  to  thofe  of  Europe  in  generaly  His  Majejly  judges  it  requijite^' 
in  order  to  add  weight  to  his  reprejentations^  to  make  fome  farther 
augmentation  of  his  naval  force ;  and  His  Majefiy  relies  on  the 
%eal  and  affe^ion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  that  they  will  be 
ready  to  make  good  juch  additional  expense  a^  may  be  incurred  by 
thefe  preparations,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  interefts  of  i 
His  Majefifs  kingdom,  and  of  contributing  to  the  refloration  of 
general  tranquillity  on  afecure  and  lajiing  foundation* 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved,  **  That  this  meflage  be  taken  into 
**  coniideration  upon  the  morrow.** 

Mn  Fox  having  declared  that  a  fubjefl  of  fuch  particular  Mr.For. 
importance  deferved  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  that  Houfei 
added,  that  he  could  not  refle£(,  without  thedeepeft  concern^ 
Upon  the  circumHance  of  their  having  fallen  Into  a  fituation 
of  misfortune  fo  fudden  and  fo  unexpe£led,  after  what  had 
pafled  in  otiier  countries,  as  well  as  at  home.  R^eferving 
himlelf  for  the  approaching  confiders^tion  of  the  meflage,  he 
fliould,  for  the  prefent,  only  beg  leave  to  a(k,  whether  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  do  more  the  next  day, 
than  merely  to  move  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  His  Majefty,  in 
anfwer  to  his  meilage  ?  If  that  were  all,  he  faw  nothing  ex- 
ceptionable to  fuch  a  motion,  either  the  next  day,  or  even  at 
that  moment ;  but  if,  in  the  addrefs,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  include  any  thing  like  approbation,  or 
the  promifmg  to  fupport  the  expcnces  which  His  Majefty 
had  been  advifed  to  incur,  furely  the  next  day  would  bemucn 
too  early.  He  trufted,  that  whatever  confidence  the  Houfe*  ' 
might  have  in  the  Minifter,  they  had  not  yet  proceeded  upon 
confidence  fo  far,  as  to  profefs  themfelves  ready  to  fupport 
the  King's  expences,  without  having  before  them  any  forto£ 
ground  of  information  whatever,  to  enable  the  Houfe  to 
judge  whether  the  meafures  leading;  to  the  necelTity  of  incur* 
ring  fuch  expences  had  been  jnftinable,  or  whether  the  fums 
wanted  were  lik<;Iy  to  be  wifely  and  properly  laid  out.  He 
therefore  wiflied  to  know,  if  the  bufmefs  of  the  next  day 
was  to  carry  them  farther  than  a  mere  addrefs  of  thanks  t6 
His  Majefty  for  his  communication ;  and  whether  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  Adminiftration  to  commu»icate  to  the  Houfe 
more  information  ref|)e£ling  ib  ferious  and  alarming  a  point, 
than  that  of  which  they  were  already  in  poffeffionr 

Mr.  Chancellor /*/// anfwcred,  that  if  the  right  honour- Mr.  Pitt; 
able  gentleman  would  pteafe  to  recollect,  he  muft  be  fenfible 
that  it  had  not,  upon  any  occafion,  been  ufual  to  delay  the 
'  confiderationof  a  mefl*agefrom  His  Majefty  longer  than  the 
next  day  ;  and  he  well  knew  there  were,  in  the  prefent  cafe^ 
many  reafons  why  theyihoutcf  (eize  the  earlieft  opportunity 
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t^rconfiScring  His  Majefty's  metfage  of  that  day.  He  AiouM 
therefore  certainly  perfill  in  iliovihg,  that  this  fubjeft  fhould 
be  taken  into  conCdcrafion  upon  the  day  enfuing,  and  any 
Member  ^ho  difapproved  doi^ig  fo,  might  then  move  to  ad- 
journ the  confideration.  Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  in  the  vote 
of  thanks  to  His  Majefty,  fhould  It  paf$,  would  be  included 
the  unanimous  fefolution  of  the  Houfe,  tl>at  they  Would  h6 
ready  to  Vote  fuch  fupplies  to  defray  the  expences  likely  tb 
be  incurred  as  (houtd  be  nece^ary.  He  did  fiot  mean  to  e nier 
at  all  into  any  debate  then,  butlhere  was  no  ground  for  ex«» 
pelting  any  farther  information  than  that  contained  in  the 
niefTage  itfelf.  * 

Mr.  H.        Mr.  Henry  7%ornUrtf  having  premifed  that  it  was  riot  in- 

Th«rmoA' tended  to  create  an  exclufive  Sierra  Leona  Company,  but 
merely  to  convince  the  Houfe  that  a  large  capital  would  bb 
wanted  to  carry  oh  a  trade  to  this  fettlement,  and  that  there- 
fore it  would  be  expedient  to  incorporate  thofe  concerned  in 
it,  in  0!'der  that  they  might  become  refponfible,  with  their 
fortunes,  no  farther  than  for  the  fums  they  emE>arked  in  it, 
obferved,  that  the  motion  would  explain  the  olher  objeSs  of 
the  bill  they  wifhed  to  introduce.  He  then  moved,  "  That 
**  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  eflablifhing  a  Company 
**  for  carrying  on  trade  between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
**  tain  and  the  coafls,  harbours,  and  countries  of  Africa  ; 
^*  an4  for  enabling  the  faid  Company  to  hold  by  grant  from 
*•  His  Majefly,  his  heirs,  and  fucc^ffors,  and  from  thenativp 
*'  Princes  of  Africa,  a  certain  diftrift  of  land,  commonly 
**  called  the  Peninfula  of  Sierra  Leona,  now  verted  in  His 
**  Majefly,  or  Ixrlonging  to  the  faid  Princes,  for  the  better 
"  enabling  the  faid  Company  to  carry  on  the  faid  trade.*^ 
Lord  Lord  Sheffield^  having  remarked  that  he  had  been  defired 

Sheffield,  by  a  large  body  of  his  conflituents,  who  were  African  mer- 
chants, to  oppofe  the  bringing   in  of  the  bill,  read  to  the 
Houfe  a  letter  from  his  conftituents,  in  which  their  objec- 
tions were  enumerated. 
Colonel        Colonel  TarUiQn  declared  his  intention  of  oppofing  the  bill 

Tarlcton.  in  a  future ftage,  on  the  principle  that  tb«  African  trade  had, 

by  two  feparate  ads   of  Parliament,  been  many  years  fince 

laid  open,  and  that  the  only  convenient  coaft  cr  port  totra<ie 

at,  was  upon  Sierra  Leona  river. 

Mr.  Mr.  Gafcoyne  obferved,  that  he  alfo  fhould,  in  a  fubfequent 

Gafco^ae.  ftage,  oppofe  the  bill,  as  a  bill  for  a  monopoly,  and  there- 
fore not  meriting  the  countenance  of  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Mr,  T})orntGn  anfwered,.  that  an  exclufive  trade  was  not  th« 

Th*»rnioa  oh]c(X  of  the  perfons  applying,  and  that  thebilldid  not  evert 
contain  fuch  a  word  as  "  exclufive.** 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 
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Lord  Northji  from  the  Seleft  Committee,  who  lyere  ajt^ 
pointecl  to  trv  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Richard  Beckh)rd,  Efq*;  and  ^tfo  the  petition  of  the  feveraj 
perfons  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  on  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  others,  being  lawful  eJ^Sors  of  the  borough 
of  Leominfter,  in  the  pounty  of  Herefgrd,  feverally  com- 
plaining  of  an  undue  ele£lion  and  return  for  ttie  faid  bo- 
rojagh,  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  faid  Select  Comipitteje 
har^  determined, 

That  John  Sawyer,  Ef^i.  is  /ot  duly  cle<5ed  a  Burgefs  to 
ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  L^q- 
roinfter,  in  the  county  of  Hereford ; 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Select  Committee  have  deter* 
mined, 

That  Richard  Beckford,  Efq.  the  petitioner,  ought  to 
have  been  returned  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  r^rlia- 
rocnt  for  the  faid  borough  of  Leomipft^r ; 

And  alfo,'that  the  faid  SelivSt  Committee  have  d^ter* 
mined,  ^ 

That  the  faid  Richard  Beckford,  Efq.  is  duly  eleded  a 
Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliaipent  for  the  faid  bo- 
rough of  Leominfter ; 

And  alfo,  that  the  (aid  Seledl  Committee  have  defer* 
mined, 

That  the  petition  of  the  faid  Richard  Beckford,  Efij,  did 
not  appear  to  the  faid  Sele£l  Committee  to  be  frivolous  or 
vexatious;  ^ 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  SeleS  Committee  have  deter- 
in  ined, 

That  the  peti4  ion  of  the  faid  eledors  of  the  borough  of 
Leominfter,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  did  not  appear  to  the 
faid  SeleA  Committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious  ; 

And  alfo,  that  the  faid  Select  .Committee  have  deter- 
mined. 

That  the  oppofition  of  the  faid  John  Sawyer,  Efq.  to  the 
faid  feveVal  petitions,  did  not  Appear  to  the  faid  Seleft  Com* 
mittee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious* 

When  the  Houfehad  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  to  which  the  army  eftimates,  prefented  the  9th  of 
March  inftant,  and  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  were 
fiffly  upon  motion,  referred ;  and  when  Mr.  Gilbert  had 
taken  the  chair, 

The  Secretary  at  War  rote,  and  obferved,  that  fome  for-  Secrctiry 
mer  remarks  which  had  proceeded  from  an  honourable  Ge^  »t  War. 
neral  (Burgoyne)   rendered  it  neceflary  that  he  ihould  tref- 
pafs  upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee  with  the  enume- 
ration of  fome  particular  points  refpec!ing  the  amount  of  the 
expences  of  the  independent  companies^  and  the  reafons  for 
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ralfing  tbeni.  As  thefe  companies  had  dt^v^a  the  attention 
of  that  Houfe  into  difcuffion  before  the  holidays,  he  was  ra- 
ther glad  to  avaiPhimfelf  of  the  prefent  opportunity  for  ex* 
plaining  the  motives  for  raifing  thofe  corps,  which  h^  hope4 
to  be  able  to  do  to  the  fatisfa^ion  of  the  Committee.  He 
^ifhed  to  bring  to  ^he  recp)Ie£lion  of  the  Committee  the 
three  di(lin6t  and  different  obje6lions  which  had  been  dated 
to  thefe  corps  by  the  honourable  General  previoufly  tQ,  thp 
recefs.  It  had  been  ftated,  th^t  the  r^iilng  of  new  corps  was 
an  unneceffkry  expence ;  that  they  had  given  an  extraordi* 
nary  extendon  of  patronage  fo  the  Crown  ;  and  laftly,  that 
a  great  profufion  of  public  money  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
meafure.  Thefe  were  the  obje(£^ions  which  the  honourable 
General  had  m;id^  to  independent  companies,  and  he  was 
happy  tp  be  ?^ble  to  anfwer  each  of  them  ;  but  he  firft  begged 
leave  toobferve,  that  the  intention  of  Government,  in  raif- 
ing thefe  independent  companies,  had  be<;n  dire£lly  the  reverfe 
«f  the  imputations  conveyed  in  the  three  obje6iions«  It  had 
been  their  intention  to  raife  a  certain  number  of  men,  but 
never  to  raife  new  corps,  nor  to  increafe  the  patronage  of  the 
Crown,  nor  to  occafion  any  profufion  of  public  money.  He 
would  endeavour  to  ftate  fairljf  what  the  meafure  it felf  really 
was.  At  the  time  the  meafure  had  been  adopted,  it  was  in? 
4ifi)enfably  neceiTary  to  raife  a  very  large  bpdy  of  men  with 
the  utmod  expedition,  and  at  any  rate  more  fpeedily  than 
the  general  way  of  raifing  men  would  admit;  and  looking  at, 
what  had  been  done  on  former  occafjons,  particularly  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  war,  he  faw  nothing  but  expence  and  pa-r 
fronage  in  the  modes  then  reforted  to',  and  thenf e  he  thought 
fhe  meafure  which  had  been  adopted  was. the  beft  pofliblp 
mode  of  attaining  the  obje£t,  and  that  it  might  be  eafily  juf- 
tified.  Sir  George  here  entered  into  a  detail  on  the  bufinefs, 
for  the  purpofe  of  (hewing  tliat  it  was  not  at  all  fubjcft  to 
either  of  thpfe  objeflions  which  had  been  dated  by  General 
Burgoyne.  He  remarked,  that  5702  recruits  were  raifed  iq 
little  more  than  a  month,  at  lol.  5d.  per  man;  and  that 
therefore  the  total  expence  of  thefe  men  amounted  to  little 
more  thaq  *;7,oool.  This  number  of  troops  were  raifed  at  9 
timi?  when  the  public  fervice  prefled  very  hard  for  them.  Sir 
George  alfo  enumerated  the  Captains  and  Lieutenants,  and 
after  calculating  all  the  expences,  made  the  additional  exr 
pence  to  the  half  pay  amopnt  to  8,580!,  He  trufted,  that 
when  gentlemen  fairly  and  candidly  confidered  the  fubje<5V, 
all  the  imputations  which  had  been  made  by  the  honourable 
General  would  be  done  away  ;  but  he  could  have  wiflied 
that  thefe  imputations  had  not  been  made  at  all.  He  dif- 
claimed  any  intention  whatever  of  extending  the  patronage 
of  the  Crown,  of  raifing  new  corps,  or  of  throwing  away 
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tlie  public  money ;  and^  in  coiurlufion,  he  produced  the  (oU 
lowing  ftring  of  refolutions,  and  moved  the  firft  of  then)  re- 
gularly : 

155,2871,  5s.  5d.  for  reduced  oflScers  of  land  forces  and 
marines,  for  179 1. 
*        .iO,oool.  on  account  of  reduced  officers  of  independent 
companies. 

2i2l.  14s.  yd.  for  allowances  to  reduced  horfe  guards. 
55,092!;  los.  for  account  of  reduced  officers  of  Americafi 
foi'ces. 
4,9071.  los.  for  allowances  of  reduced  officers* 
3,i6iK   los,  lod.  for  officers  late  in  the  fervlce  of  the 
States  General. 

9,7101.  4s.  3d.  for  penfions  to  widows  of  commi(&ooed 
officers. 

174,1671.  4s.  3|d,  for  penfions  of  Chelfea  Hofpital. 
5,9 1  il.  4s.  3d.  for  Scotch  roads. 

^35,2341.  i8s    for  extraordinary  expences  of  land  forces, 
^6,0931.  for  fuhfidy  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie  CafTelL 
.  li^c  Secretary  at  War  having  fat  down. 

General  Burgoyne  afked  him,  whether  he  did  not  mean  to  G«ii#r«| 
flate,  on  the  fide  of  public  credit,  the  fums  for  which  theBurgoyac 
former  commiffions  of  the  officers  promoted  in  the  indepen* 
dent  companies  were  now  on  fale  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  again ;  acknowledged  that  mea- 
fare,  and*  from  a  paper  in  his  hand,  calculated  that  the  fav- 
ing  would  be,  from  twenty-four  to  forty  thoufand  pounds  or 
more. 

General  Burgoyne  then  proceeded  to  recall  to  the  rccollec* 
tion  of  the  Houfe,  thp  circumftances  that  pafled  relative  to 
the  prefent  queflion. 

In  a. debate  upon  the  Army  Eflimates  before Chriftmas,  he 
had  flated  the  levy  of  the  independent  companies  to  be  the 
mofl  lavifh  in  point  of  economy,  and  the  niofl  indefenfihle 
In  point  of  military  principle,  that  ever  was  brought  forward 
by  office.     He  was  called  upon  by  the  Chancelloi  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, to  maintain   that  propofition  upon  a  future  day, 
when  the  Houfe  might  be  better  prepared  for  the  fubjcft.— * 
It  was  not  his  fault  that  the  day  did  not  arrive  fooner ;  it  was 
a  point  of  honour  not  to  let  it  flip  when  it  fhould  arrive, 
though  he  had  litrle  expieflation  of  farther  life  to  the  Public, 
than  that  of  holding  out  a  warning  and  caution  for  timet 
that    mofl  men   thought,  and  hoped,  to  be  remote.     The 
;    events  of  this  day   fet  this  difcufTion  in   a  more  important 
i    light-     The  Minifter  had  brought  a  mefTage  from  the  Throne, 
\  indicating  a  new  war;  the  Secretary   at  War  had  taken  the 
I   occafion  to  exprefs  himfelf  fo  wQddrd  to  the  meafure  of  indc-     r 
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pendent  coispanics^  that  he  Ihould  recommend  it  again  when- 
ever new  levies  Ibould  he  required.  He  (the  General)  had 
now  then  a  new  claim  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  upon 
the  charadier  of  ihzt  meafure,  (to  ufe  the  honourable  Se* 
cretary's  own  term)  the  renewal  of  which  feemed  to  be  im- 
minent. He  was  at  iffue  with  the  honourable  Secretary.  If 
what  he  had  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  was  ill  founded  in  fa6^, 
or  weak  in  argument,  he  (hould  throw  hjmfelf  upon  the  can- 
dor of  the  Houfe,  under  the  apology  of  an  honeft  intention  t 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  meafure,  as  now  explained  zni 
defended,  fliould  appear  to  he  as  falfe  in  principle,  and  as 
pernicious  in  execution,  as  be  had  before  dated  it  to  be,  he 
had  no  doubt  of  the  honourable  Secretary,  however  wedi'feJ 
to  his  former  opinion,  giving  way,  or  being  controlled,  and 
•  the  Public  and  the  army  being  relieved  from  any  apprehenfion 
of  a  repetition  of  fuch  errors. 

The  General  begged  leave  to  re-ftate.  Very  (hortly,  the 
prominent  points  of  his  charge  in  the  former  debate,  not 
one  of  which  (as  he  conceived)  had  been  fatisfa£lorily  an- 
fwered,  after  all  the  time  taken  for  deliberation. 

In  forming  the  peace  eftabiiflimenr,  the  point  in  confule- 
ration  was,  whether  to  maintain  the  number  of  men  that 
were  to  compofe  it,  in  as  fmall  a  number  of  regiments  as 
poffible,  which  would  have  been  the  more  economical  plan  ; 
or  a  far  greater  number  of  regiments,  with  a  fmall  propor- 
tion of  private  men  to  each,  which  was  the  more  expedient 
•  plap,  upon  the  principle,  that  having  the  officers,  commif- 
fion  and  hon-commiffion,  ready,  an  army  of  efFeftive  ftrcngth 
for  war  would  be  raifed,  upon  an  emergency,  at  very  fliort 
notice.  Wc  had,  therefore,  during  the  peace,  an  army  of 
officers ;  not  a  Tmgle  new  officer  was  neceflary  for  an  aug- 
^mentation  often,  or  even  of  fifteen  thoufand  ftien.  That 
.  pofition  would  not  be  difputed.  The  ground  of  argument 
for  the  levy  of  new  pfficers,  on  the  former  occafion,  and  on 
this  day,  wa«,  that  men  were  not  to  he  had  by  common 
means,  or  the  ufual  bounties  and  mo'^es  of  recruiting.  That 
judgement  was  precipitately  formed  ;  no  fair  trial  was  given 
to  the  recruiting  of  the  old  corps.  Men,  it  was  faid,  did 
not  come  in  fo  tjft  as  the  ferv'ce  required,  at  five  guineas  a 
^an.— Suppofe  ten  had  been  G;'vcn,  (a  bounty  that  will  be 
proved  far  (liort  nf  what  thefe  companies  coA)  was  the^e  a 
.Colcn<^l  of  an  old  regiment  who  would  not  have  pledged 
himTelf  to  complete  it  at  that  price,  if  given  witliout  compe- 

tlihv>n  of  pe*w  corps,  at  higher  price  ? But  why  were  not 

pther  encourag'-ments  to  the  recruiting  fervice  tried — encou- 
ragements more  efficacious  than  money  ?  From  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  there  had  been  more  than  twenty  a6ls  of 
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Parliament  for  this  fpecial,  temporary  porpofe :  by  fom^ 
foldiers,  after  theit  difcharge,  had  the  privilege  of  itccing  up 
trades  in  any  town  or  city,  Without  being  a  freemani  or 
ferving  an  apprenticefhip ;  by  others,  they  were  eienipted 
from  burdenfohie  pari(h  offices,  and  ferring  in  ihe  militia ;  1 
but  the  greateft  encouragement  of  all,  one  founded  upon 
juftice,  faumatiity,  and  every  other  jprinciplb  of  foui^d  p6li€yy 
was  to  enlift  for  a  term  of  years,  or  to  tlie  end  df  the  war# 
Many  other  encduragemencs  of  former  times  might  have 
been  tried.  What  an  example  was  given,  in  a  war  withifi 
the  remembrance  of  many  men  prefent,  of  perfons  of  high 
rank,  property,  and  influence,  taking  old  corps  under  their 
patronage,  attending  the  recruiting  drum  in  perfon,^nd 
iilling  up  the  ranks  with  the  true  fluff  for  an  arrtiy  I  Not  the 
rcfufe  of  thcfe  ftreets,  but  the  yeomanry  of  tite  country, 
ferving  upon  principle,  upon  fpirit,  and  upon  attachmentt*--^ 
Why  was  not  this  fpirit  calhd  for  ?  While  thefe  means  wer« 
ncglefled.  Office  had  no  right  to  fay  men  were  not  to  be 
had.  Would  the  Minifterfay,  men  were  not  to  be  had  for 
the  old  regiments  upon  in  exigency  like  the  laft  ?  If  fo, 
would  he  juftify  the  having  formed  the  prefent  peace  eflah- 
li(hment  exactly  upon  the  mddei  of  the  laft,  viz.  that  of  re* 
Coining  officers  fufficient  for  fifteen  thoufand  men  more  thqn 
the  peace  complement?  Knowing,  from  late  experience, 
that  they  could  not  be  raifed  by  ordinary  modes,  but  think* 
ing  it  enough  10  fatisfy  the  Houfe  that  the  Secretary  at  War 
might  be  depended  upon  for  a  conflancy  in  the  meafure  to 
whxh  b^  wds  wedded^  and  that  he  would  be  ready  again  to 
eStSt  the  levy,  by  adding  three  hundred  officers  to  thofe  al« 
ready  fupernuraerary,  at  theexpence  to  the  nation  of  above 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Tlie  General  next  proceeded  to  conflder  the  levy  of  the 
independent  companies,  upon  military  principle*  VV  hat  was 
the  criterion  of  an  officer's  pretenfions  ? — Money.  At  the 
opening  of  a  war,  with  a  half-pay  lift  that  would  fill  a  vo^ 
lume ;  with  regiments  abounding  with  officers  of  merit ; 
with  a  complaint  (for  fuch,  however  unjuftly,  had  been 
thrown  out)  of  want  of  alacrity  in  the  recruiting  feivice; 
for  a  fpur  to  military  fpirit,  a  plan  comes  forth  for  deftroy- 
ing  every  claim  of  feniority,  tor  fuppreffing  every  idea  of 
emulation,  except  inexpence;  and  money,  mooey,  is  hekl 
out  as  the  only  poflTible  fpring  of  a  foldier's  promotion.—— 
What  had  been  the  natural  confequence  ?  Let  gentlemen 
rea<i  the  paper  upon  the  tablej  they  would  find  the  offers 
of  about  an  hundred  and  forty  Lieutenants  had  been  accepted 
for  raifingcomjiajiies; about  forty  had  retraced.  They  would 
find  the  oldeft  Lieutenants  fii-fDrfervice  in  the  military  .lift, 
•  2    '  aie 
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*  are  of  the  year  1775;  of  which  we  ftiall  only  find  among 
thrfe  Captains,  two;— from  thence  to  17781  there  are 
three; — of  1779,  there  is  one: — from  thence  to  1785,  there 
arc  fifty-two;  making  in  the  whole,  fifty-eight. 

From  this  ftatement,  perhaps  fome  attention  to  fcniority 
might  he  pleaded;  but  mark  the  Tequel.  Of  Lieutenants, 
from  the  year  1785,  making  above  fourfcore  in  number^ 
twelve  are  fo  young  as  1788,  two  years  before  the  levy ;  fix- 
teen  fo  young  as  1789,  one  year  before  the  IcVy;  and  eleven 
fo  young  as  the  year  179O9  confequently  not  fix  months  be- 
fore the  levy.  Add,  Enfigns  of  the  Guards,  and  Cornets  of 
Dragoons,  feven,  and  it  became  demonftration,  that  nearly 
an  hundred  oflicers  were  put  over  the  heads  of  all  the  Lieu- 
tenants in  the  army  older  than  1785.  Would  the  Houfe 
know  to  what  number  thofa  Lieutenants  amounted -*witji- 
out  counting  invalids,  artillery,  engineers,  marines,  or  half 
pay,  they  amount  to  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix. 
Wlht  a  fuperceflioa  !  and  upon  what  an  avowed  principle! 
Thefe  had  money ;  thofe  had  only  fer vices. 

The  next'thinjg  to  advert  to,  was  tht  eftimate  of  the  ex- 
pence,  a  verv  di&rent  one  froni  that  which  the  Secretary 
.at  War  had  uated,  yet  one  not  to  be  contradified*. 

Levy  money  of  each  company,  at  3I-3S.  £.      s.    J.  ^ 

a  man,  99  men  rank  and  file  -  .  311   17     o 

Half  pay  of  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and 
Enfign,  at  about  los*  a  day,  valued  at 
10  years  purchafc  -  -         15825    o    o 

2,136  17  o 
One  hundred  companies        -  *-        213,685    o    o 

Additional  levy -men  of  al.  ^s.  for  three 

companies,  raifed  by  Captains  on  half 

pay        -  -  .  623  14    o 


214^300  14     o 


DeduA  the  value  of  the  half  pay  of  the 
faid  three  companies,  at  ten  years  pur- 
chafe  -  -  •         2,737  10    O 


Total  expence  of  the  levy        -  -        211,571     40 

Which  fum,  divided  upon  ten  thoufand 

men,  is,  per  man        -  -  21     3     i| 

But  to  admit,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  even  the  calcu- 
lations of  the  Secretary  at  War  himfelf,  in  point  of  expence, 
were  no  offers  made  to  Government  more  economical  than 

even 
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'  even  ihofe  ?   The  Secretary  at 'War  Will  not  dcojr  the  pro- 
pofal  of  a  Nobleman,  as  eminent  in  his  military  capacity,  as 
in  every  other  point  of  chara£ler  that  adorns  public  and  pri« 
vate  life,  and  ought  to  create  attention  and  refped  in  Go- 
-  Ternnient.     He  meant  Lord  Rawdon.    The  propofal  from 
that  noble  Lord  was,  to  raife  a  regiment,  without  levy  mo- 
ney,  or  other  expence  to  Government,  and  to  take  very 
nearly,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  officers  from  the  half  pay» 
The  objeds  of  the  noble  Lord  did  honour  to  his  heart.  After 
the  objed  of  ferving  the  Public  at  an  exigency,  by  a  levy, 
upon  true  military  principle,  was  that  of  reftoring  to  effe£tivo 
fervice  the  officers  of  his  late  regiment,  reduced  at  the  peace, 
men  of  tried  and  confirmed  merit,  whom  he  could  no  other-       ' 
wife  aflift«    The  non-commiffion  officers,  'and  great  part  of 
the  private  men  of  the  fame  regiment,  equally  attached  to  the 
noble  Lord,  were  ready,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  to  flock  to 
their  old  colours.    The  regiment  would  have  been   imme- 
diately complete,  without   any  future   increafe '  to  the  half 
pay,  without  danger  or  impediment  to  the  recruiting  fervice 
in  England.     Let  the  Houfe  refleA  upon  what  poffibte  prin- 
ciple fuch  a  propofal  could  be  reje6ted  ;  let  them  then  com- 
pare the  meafure  that  took  place  inftead^of  it.     Onecircum- 
fiance  of  it,  and  a  very  paradoxical  one,  has  not  been  obferved 
upon,  viz.  that  the  contra£k,  fo  injurious  to  the  Public,  was 
at  the  fame  time  fo  hard  upon  the  contra£lors,  that  above 
forty  of  them  rermquifhed  the  undertaking  foon  after  tho 
outfet,  and  many  of  thofe.  who  continued,  had  to  coniplain 
of  partiality  and  injuftice.     The  time  given  to  the  Captains         ^ 
for  the  levy  was  three  months ;  and-  upon  condition  of  their 
refpe6kive  companies  being  completed,  and  approved,  within 
that  fpace,  tliey  became  entitled  to  twenty  months  oflT-reckon- 
ihgs  for  cloathing,  &c.     The  heavy  contingent  expences  of 
the  levy  accrued  at  the  outfet,  viz.  fairing  drummers,  fifertt 
and  feverai  other  neceflary  perfons  of  the  recruiting  trade^ 
and  conveying  them   to  tl^eir  feverai  llations ;  making  up 
jackets,  and  other  articles  of  what  is  called  flop-cloathing, 
&c.  all  this  the  Captains  undertopk,  upon  the  faith  of  being 
indemnified  by  the  receipt  of  the  off- reckonings.     The  re- 
cruiting wa<(  flopt  in  one  month  ;  and  from  all  prefent  appear- 
ances, the  lofs  of  preparation  in  all  the  companies,  not  fuffi- 
ciently  advanced  in  numbers  to  come  within  the  new  regu«* 
lation  for  being  accepted,  will  fall  upon  the  Captains. 

In  regard  to  partiality  and  favour  in  the  raifing  men,  the 
General  faid  he  (hould  be  happy,  if  the  honourable  Secretary 
could  refute  many  of  the  ftories  that  were  in  circulation.  He 
fhould  ipention  fuch  circumflancesonly  as  he  could  aflTert  to  be 
true.  By  the  letter  of  fervice,  "  no  man  was  to  be  enlifted 
<*  under  five  feet  five  inches  high ;  nor  under  fijtteen  years  of 
Vi|L,XXIX.  E  «  agp. 
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^<  ag0»  nor  above  thirty.''  Many  gentlemen  who  adhered 
Jlriaiy  to  thefe  orders,  were  the  dui>es  of  their  obedience: 
the  more  encouraged,  or  the  better  informed,  (from  whence 
their  information  came  he  did  not  pretend  to  fay)  cettaJDty 
brok^  through  all  reftri£lions,  but  particularly  that  refpe£t- 
ing  thirty  years  of  age.  The  General  affirmed  he  would  un- 
dertake to  prove  there  were  Captains  who  were  permftted  to 
enlift  invalids;  invalids  aAualiy  belonging  to  companies 
upon  garrifon  duty,  and  who  had  neceiTarily  been  difcharged 
from  the  army  as  unfit  for  fervice. 

The  General  next  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  the  fu:)alterns« 
Why  were  the  Lieutenants  and  Enfigns  who  fpiritedly,  in- 
duftrioufly,  and  honourably,  had  completed  their  quota,  to 
be  turned  over  to  the  pitifulindemnification  of  felling  their 
men  to  the  Captains?  Why  had  they  not  the  commiffions 
to  which,  by  the  contrafV,  they  had  a  right  ?  It  was  ^o  fave 
appearances,  this  miferable  money  traffic  was  fubftituted  ;  to 
keep  down  the  half  pay,  ar  the  expence  of  juftice. 

I'he  General  faid  he  fliould  forbear  to  dwell  upon  the 
fcene  with  which  the  execution  of  the  contra£lj»  ended.  If 
was  a  race  between  crimps,  falefmer  of  flefh,  drivers  of  hu- 
man cattle,  fpeculators,  and  jobbers;  a  difgrace  tothearmyi 
and  a  reproach  to  the  State. 

The  General  hoped  that  nothing  he  had  f.nd  would  be 
COttftrued  to  convey  the  Imalleft  refleflion  upon  the  officers 
concerned ;  he  knew  fome  of  great  merit ;  he  was  not  inform«> 
td  of  demerit  in  any.  The  grievance  upon  fenior  offi^cers, 
and  the  practices  he  had  ftated  in  recruiting,  werctheevds 
of  the  plan,  and  not  imputable  to  the  contr^icSors.  On  the 
contrary,  many  of  them,  fubalterns  jn  particular,  were  moft 
lindefervedly  fufferers. 

The  General  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  partit* 
»cu]arly  to  the  unprecedented  meafure  which  had  been  adopt* 
,ed,  under  the  colour  of  fa ving,  viz.  that  of  felling  the  mili- 
tary patronage  of  the  Crown.  The  honourable  Secretary 
.had  avowed,  that  the  prior  commiffions  of  officers  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  rank  in  thefe  ipdependent  companies  were  to  be 
fold,  and  the  money  brought  to  the  public  account ;  and  ap-^ 
plaufe  to  Minifters  was  expef^ed,  no  doubt,  not  only  in 
point  of  economy,  but  alfo  of  diflnterePednefs,  in  relin<]ui(h*t 
ing  fo  much  patronage  as  the  gift  of  thefe  commiffions 
would  have  left  in  their  hands.  Such  a  pat  onage,  he  owned, 
would  have  been  enormous ;  the  money  traiBche  had  already 
Aated  was  abominable ;  but  all  the  evil  refglting,  or  that 
could  have  refulted,  from  one  or  the  other,  was  trivial,  and 
as  nothing,  when  compared  to  the  precedent  of  fetting  va- 
cant commiffions  up  to  fale,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown  or 
Qt  the  Public*    It  W4S  4llke  fubvcrfive  of  miliury  and  con- 

ftitutioo^l 

Digitized  by  ^OOQlC 


A.if^u  t>   £   B   A   t*   £   S; 

^itutional  principle.    The  minds  of  Britifh  oflScefs  (cdn- 
tinaed  the  General)  have  hitherto  been  direded  by  one  great 
and  noble  fyftem  uniting   with  general  martial   ardor,  the 
love  of  their  country,  and  a  nice  fenfibility  of  private  ho- 
nour.    This  principle  carried  them  through  the  hard  viciffi- 
tude  of  military  life ;  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  never  fwerv- 
ed  from  this  principle,  brought  comfort  to  the  evening  of 
their  days,  under  broken  conftitutions,  and  broken  fortunes* 
When  Minifters  check,  or  divert,  or  ceafe  to  encourage  this 
principle,  they  know  not  what  they  do.     It  is  the  true  tie 
by  which  a  nation  can  hold  its  military  fervants  ;  to  coun- 
tcraft  it,  is  a  want  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  fentiment ;  but 
what  (hall  we  fay  of  meafures  that  go  farther  than  the  mere 
deftrudion  of  this  principle;  that  goto  fubftitute  in  its  place 
the  mcanaft,  the  moft  vulgar,  arid  the  moft  fordid  of  human 
pjffions-r-money — money,  the  criterion  of  military  preten- 
fions  !   Money,  the  price  of  the  King^s  grace  and  protedion ! 
We  have  feen  the  War  Office  degraded  to  a  Broker^s  (hop. 
Were  this  traffic  to  continue,  the  defks  of  the  office  would 
be  better  (illed  from  Exchange  Alley,  than  by  the  worthy 
gentlemen  who  now  fit  there.     In  this  traffic,  what  chance 
will  ftand  the  younger  fons  of  the  beft  families  in  the  kingi 
dom,  which  are  the  true  fupply  for  officering  an  army? — » 
What  will  be  their  profpeS  in  competition  with  the  fons  of 
a  Broker,  a  ContraSor,  or  a  fortunate  keeper  of  a  lottery 
office  ?  What  lefs  chance  ftill  will  there  be  for  another  clafi 
of  valuable  candidates  for  commiffions — the  fons  of  fuch  of- 
ficers as  I  juft  now  alluded  to ;  men  who  have  fpent  their 
beft  years  and  their  paternal  fortunes  in  the  fervice;  vete- 
rans, who  have  been  ufed  to  reafon   upon  honeft  eon(idence 
that  their  zeal  would  be  repaid  by  the  proteflion  of  Govern- 
ment to  their  offspring;  with  honeft  pride  that  their  hoys 
had  blood  and  education  to  deferve  it      Commiffions  to  mec( 
of  this  defcription  are  debts  of  juftice  from  the  State;  but 
what  would  be  the  anfwer  upon  this  new  fyftem  ?   Where  is 
your   money  ?    Commiffions  ]    thev  are  funk   in  the  new! 
ways  and  means— in  the  Stock  Exclinnge  of  Wjiitehall.-*— < 
Onewoald  plead,  his  father  loft  a  limi)  at  fuch  a  battle";  an* 
other,  his  father  had  an  eye  beat  out  at  fuch  a  fiege.     Whyi 
Sir,  the  clerks  would  laugh  in  their  faces ;  legs  and  arms  beaf 
no  price,  they  would  be  told  ;— we  cannot  bate  you  a  gui* 
nea  for  a  w^olecharnel  houfe  of  old  family  bones;  We'hav^ 
had  an  hundred  independent  companies ;  they  have  coft  the 
nation  from  two  to  t^o  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ; 
who  knows  how  many  more  may  be  wanted  !  Wemuft  havi 
a  fijt-off  for  file  Houfe  of  Commons;    where  is  your  mo^ 
ney? 
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There  was  one  other  topic  the  General  thought  of  great 
Importance :  he  fliould,  however,  only  touch  it,  becaufe,  if 
he  was  right,  it  would  be  taken  up  by  gentlemen  mtich  more 
able  to  treat  it.  He  meant,  that  the  meafure  of  feiJtng  the 
vacant  commif&ons,  was  perfectly  unconftitutional,  in  the 
light  of  raifing  money  independently  of  Parliament.  We 
were  blefled  with  a  King,  in  vUok  hands  the  conftitution 
was  fafe ;  nor  did  he  mean,  though  he  oppofed  the  prefent 
Minifters,  to  infinuate  tbey  Iiad  defigns  againft  it ;  but  it 
was  in  good  times,  when  there  was  no  caufe  for  fufpicion^ 
that  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  cautious  of  innovation ;  and  he 
faw  noVeafon,  why  a  wicked  Minifter  hereafter  might  not» 
upon  this  precedent,  advife  a  fale  of  military  rank,  by  bre«, 
vet,  to  any  extent. 

After  refting  fome  time  upon  this  fubjed,  the  General 
concluded  with  faying,'  that  in  what  he  had  laid  bcfofe  the 
Houfe,  he  had  been  aduated  by  a  feeling  which  he  (hould  be 
afhamed  not  to  poflefs ;  but  he  hoped  he  had  fpoken  without 
difrefpedl  or  incivility  to  any  man.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther he  was  to  addrefs  that  profefHon  to  the  prefent  or  the 
abfent..  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  army,  and  of  the  na- 
tion, to  have  no  yifible  military  advifer  of  the  Crown.  The 
honourable  Secretary,  it  was  true,  flood  forth  a  volunteer 
the  laft  year»  to  anfwer  for  the  conduA  of  the  military  de* 
partment:  it  was  a  gallant  undertaking,  and  gallantly  the 
honourable  Secretary  had  gone  through  it  in  the  prefent  in** 
ilance.  He  wouldy  neverthelefs,  advife  the  honourable  Se- 
cretary, (and  it  was  no  unfriendly  counfeH  upon  the  next 
augmentation,  to  call  in  other  affiftance.  If  there  was  to  be 
no  Commander  in  Chief,  there  was  yet  a  Board  of  War-— a 
mofl  refpe£lable  Board  of  General  Officers,  not  one  of  whom, 
excepting  the  unworthy  individual  then  fpeakjng,  was  not 
qualified  to  give  found  and  fufficient  opinion  in  the  i^reatell 
points  of  the  military  eftablifhment.  That  Board  was  fro* 
quently  fummoned;  it  was  frequently  employed  to  confider 
of  hats  and  halbert%  and  other  very  necefiary  but  fgiail  ob<« 
jfiSts  of  the  fervice ;  but  it  could  not  pafs  without  obfervation, 
that  when  a  confideration  of  the  magnitude  of  a  levy  of  fif- 
\  teen  thoufand  men  was  in  quefiion,  a  Board  of  War^Office 
clerks  feemed  to  have  been  thought  the  more  proper  council. 
He  inftaneed  a  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance, 
who,  with  all  his  knowledge  and  v^eight  in  his  department, 
had  not  difdained'to  call  in  fuch  council.  He  recommended 
to  the  honourable  Secretary  to  follow  the  example,  and  pro-r 
iiounced,  that  for  waiitof  jf,  thefirft  me^fure  of  the  inde- 
pendent companies  had  been  feunded  in  wi^nton  prodigalitTf 
the  laft  in  diTgraccful  parfimony. 
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The  Secretary  at  War  declared  that  he  was  far  from  aflent-  Secretaiy 
ing  to  the  fuppofedjuflice  of  the  idea,  that  to  confult  the  «  War. 
Board  of  General  Officers  on  every  occafion,  could  not  be 
improper;  and  he  apprehended  that  to  put  thecortimand  of 
the  army  into  commiifioii,  which  fuch  perpetual  confulta- 
tions  muft  abfolutely  efiefb,  would  prove  as  unconftitutional 
as  ahy  point  which  the  honourable  General  had  alledged 
againft  the  mode  of  levying  the  independent  companies.  The 
War  Office  had  never  ufed  the  language  imputed  to  it  by  the 
honourable  GeneraK  Officers,  on  applying  there^  had  ne- 
ver been  told,  "  Bring  us  the  money."  But  the  oniform 
language  was,  "  The  Public  wants  men,  and  wants  them 
"  immediately.  If  youcangiv^usfuch  aiTurances  aswecan-  • 
**  rely  on,  that  you  have  the  means  of  raifmg  the  number 
♦*  for  which  you  are  willing  to  engage,  within  a  limited 
**  lime,  you  will  do  an  eflentiiti  fervice  to  your  country  ; 
*•  but  we  requeft,  that  you  will  undertake  nothing  which 
««  you  are  not  certain  of  being  able  to  execute."  Such  had 
been  the  language  of  the  War  Office.  No  queftion  was 
aiked,  with  a  view  to  giving  rank  to  one  officer  in  preference 
to  another;  ^nd  if  the  honourable  General  knew  of  any  in- 
ftance  of  fuch  partiality,  he  requefted  him  to  ftate  it.  With 
regard  to  the  terms  of  the  letters  of  fervice  having  been  dif-* 
penfed  with  in  particular  inftances,  by  paffing  men  above 
the  ag«  prefcribed,  he  had  heard  of  no  example  of  this  kind, 
nor  did  it  fall  within'  his  department  to  obferve  it.  This  he 
knew,  that  the  o/Hcer  under  whofe  infpeSion  the  men  were 
to  paff,  (Colonel  Fox)  was  an  officer,  of  whom,  without 
naming  him^  hemighf  he  allowed  to  fay,  that  one  in  whom 
confidence  might  be  more  properly  repofed,  could  not  have 
been  appointed.  Under.that  officer  s  infpecS^ion,  he  did  not 
believe  that  any  fuch  irregularity  had  taken  place,  much  lefs 
that  it  had  been  allowed  partially,  or  as  a  matter  of  favour 
fo  any  individual.  The  fale  of  the  commiffions,'  which  had 
been  fomuch  infilled  on,  were  not  taken  out  of  the  com- 
men  cotirfe,  which,  ha  conceived  to  be  a  full  and  complete 
anfwer  to  all  which  had  been  faid  againft  it.  The  whole, 
then,  amounted  to  this,  that  the  recruiting  of  the  old  regi- 
ments  went  on  fo  flowlv^  as  made  it  evident  that  the  necef* 
fiiry  number  of  men  could  not  be  obtained  within  the  time 
fVqvired,  and  Govc^rnment  had  recurred  to  raifing  indepen* 
dent  companies  as  the  lead  expeniive,  and  themofttfFeilual 
remedy. 

This,  be  faid,  they  had  done  with  no  view  to  increafing 
patronage;  for,  the  companies,  as  fail  as  they  were  raifed, 
were  to  be  attached  to  old  regiments^  and  to  be  employed  as 
ihis  rcpruiling  companies  of  the  regiments  on  adlual  fervice. 
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He  was  ready  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  gallantry  and  the  pab* 
lie  fpirit  of  the  noble  Lord  (Rawdon)  whom  the  honourable 
General  bad  mentioned  as  offisring  to  raife  a  regiment;  but 
the  Committee  would  recolle£^,  that  the  noble  Lord  ftipu* 
lated  for  the  appointment  of  all  the  officers;  and  he  could 
not  fee  what  difference  it  made  to  the  PubliC|  whether  the 
Colonel  of  a  regiment^  or  the  Crown,  nominated  the  of- 
ficers. 
Geneial       General  ^«r^0)rirf  difavowed  having  glanced,   in  the  moft 
Burgoyoe  remote  degree,    at  any  failure  in  the  conduft   of  Colonel 
Fox  in  paffing  recruits.     He  fpoke  of  Colonel  Fox  in  the 
higheft  terms  of  praife,  and  explained,  that  in  the  inftance 
to  which  he  had  alluded  of  enlifting  invalids,  the  men  had 
not  come  under  the  infpefiion  of  Colonel  Fox. 
,  The  right  honourable  Secretary,  the  General  faid,  muft  re- 

coIle£t,  that  the  officers  of  the  regiment  which  Lord  Raw- 
don offered  to  raife,  were  all,  except  one,  to  be  taken  from 
the  half  pay,  without  being  raifed  to  any  higher  rank  than 
they  held  before;  fo  that  the  half-pay  lift  would  have  been 
relieved  in  the  firft  inllance,  and  no  addition  made  to  it 
,  when  the  regiment  was  reduced.     It  was  fingular,  that  the 
Board  of  General  Officers  fliould  be  confulted  on  trifling  al- 
terations of  arms  and  cloatfaing,  and   yet  be  confidered  as 
unfit  to  advife  on  the  bell  mode  of  recruiting  the  army.  Cer- 
tain, however,  he  was,  that  if  they  were  to  be  confulted, 
the  railing  of  independent  companies,  on  the  principle  of  the 
laft,  would  prove  a  meafure  upon  which,  leaft  of  all  others, 
they  could  beftow  their  encomiums. 
Lord         Lord  Fielding  remarked  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  two  moft 
Fielding,  advifeable  modes  of  recruiting  the  army,  on  an  emergency, 
were,  firft,, by  appointing  an  additional  Field  Officer  to  each 
regiment.     It  was  well  known  that  the  Colonel  was,  in  ge- 
neral, fcarcely  more  than  the  proprietor  of  a  regiment,  and 
had  very  little  to  do  with  the  command  of  it ;  and,  on  ac* 
tual  fervice,  one  orboth  of  its  Field  Officers  was  often  at  n 
diftance  from  it.     The  appointment  of  a  third  Field  Officer 
would,  therefore,   prove  a  general  advantage ;  and  by  this 
alone,  with  the  feveral  promotions  t6  which  it  would  maka 
an  opening,  a  very  confiderahle  number  of  recruits  might  ba 
•xpeditioufly  obtained.     The  fecond  mode  was  that  adoped 
by  William  Duke  of  Cumberland,  a  great,  though  not  al- 
ways a  vidtorious  General,  of  adding  a  fecond  battalion  to 
old  regiments. 

Having  had,  he  obferved,  the  honour  of  raifmg  a  company 

•  in  the  late  war,  which,  as  well  as  the  regiment  to  which  it 

belonged,  was  complete,  he  could,  from  nis  own  experience, 

affiraiy 
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affirm,  that  men  wett  expeditioufly  obtained  by  raifing  nettr 
regiments. 

Colonel  Tarleton  remarked,  that  it  was  evident,  from  the   Colonel 
able  arguments  which  had  been  urged  on  that  fide  of  the  Tarktoo. 
Houfe,  and  the  little  anfwer  which  had  been  given  from  the 
other,   that  the   mode  adopted  was  an  improper  mode  of 
raifing  men  for  His  Majefty's  army.     The  meafure  ftated  by 
his  right  honourable  friend,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  as  a  fit 
peace  eflablifliment,  was  what  would  have  beft  fuited  the 
finances  and  general  fituation  of  th  *  country.     It  had  been 
contended  at  that  time,  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  now  oti 
the  other  fide,  that  it  was  proper   to  reduce  the  army  to  a 
ikeleton  in  point  of  ftrength,   without  reducing,  their  num* 
bers.     This  fyftem  had  been  in  confequence  adopted  ;  but  it 
had  of  late  been  departed  from,  and  a  mode  purfued  in  its 
Aead,  which  was  pregnant  with  mifchirf  to  the  fervice,  and 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution   of  the  country.     There  was 
no  Commander  in  Chief,  who  might  be  refponfible  to  the 
country;  whence  no  encouragement  was  given  to  the  old 
•regiments  to  recruit  their  former  vigour;  but,  according  to 
the  novel  fyftem  adopted  at  the  War  Office,  independent 
companies  were  to  be  raifed,  and  this  was  holden  out  as  the 
beft  and  moft  expeditious  way  of  obtaining  recruits  for  the 
army.     If,  inftead  of  young  officers,  the  Colonefs  of  tliQ 
old  regiments  had  been  called  upon,  would  they  not  have 
taken  the  moft  efFcftual  means  for  enfuring  fuccefs  to  the 
public  fervice?  Would  they  have  been  forgetful  of  all  the 
reputation  and  glory  they  had  formerly  acquired  in  thearmy  ? 
Another  eilential  point  to  be  obferved  was,  that  the  different 
inarching  regiments  had  been  named  from  the  different  coun- 
ties of  England,  and  would  not  thofe  counties  have  been  for- 
ward in  furniftiing  recruits  to  their  own  regiments,  than  to 
the  crimps  of  brokers  in  commiffions  ?  By  holding  out  patro- 
nage to  young  men  at  the  commencement  of  the  fervice,  the 
WarsOmce  had  occafioned  great  profufion  and  unneceffary 
expence.     The  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  afferted  one 
thing,  and  that  fide  had  afierted  another.     The  otlier  fide  of 
the  Houfe  now  declared  that  the  independent  companies  were 
defigned  to  have  been  incorpomted  into  the  old  regiments. 
But,  from  reafon  and  calculation,  the  Colonel  flattered  him^ 
felf  that  he  could  have  prcJved,  that  if  this  country  had  been 
involved  iu  a  war,  thofe  corps  would  have  remained  as  in-    ' 
dependent  companies,  and  would  have  greatly  extended  the 
patronage  of  His  Majefty^s  Minifters.     He  reprobated  the 
meafure  as  one  of  the  frightful  features  of  that  condud  which 
had  ended  in  an  obnoxious  convention.     He  aiked,  if  twenty 
guineas  a  Qu^n  were  to  begi  yen  at  t!)e  commencement  of  a  war, 

where 
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where  were  we  to  find  men,  and  at  what  price,  fome  y^rs 
after  it  had  continued  }  He  obferved,  that  they  colleded  the 
opinions  and  reaibnings  of  their  anceftors  from  hittory  ;  but 
.  by.perfonal  obfervation,  they  were  able  to  fpecnlate  and  en- 
quire into  the  charadter  of  their  contemporaries  :  and  when 
the  experience  of  a  few  years  Oiould  have  drawn  afide  the 
veil  which  had  been  artfully  placed  between  the  convention 
and  the  Public  ;  when  poderity  (he  had  almoft  faid  modern 
pofterity)  ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  fif ting,  and  examin* 
ing  to  the  bottom,  a  idcafure  founded  in  ignorance  and  de- 
fended by  myftery,  they  would  condemn  it  on  every  prin-. 
cipleofjuftice  and  true  policy.  The  few  thoufand  pounds 
incurred  by  the  meafure  then^  under  confideration,  was  only 
the  advance  guard  of  expence;  the  main  body  would  foon 
follow :  and  he  muil  beg  leave  to  afk,  what  compenfation  a 
little  whale  oil  or  whale  bone  could  poflibly  prove,  for  the 
enormous  expenditure,  of  three  or  four  millions  fterling. 
Col.  Fitt*  Colonel  F/tzpatrick  confidered  the  refolution  then  moved» 
ffttrick.  25  (1^  fulleft  confirmation  of  his  own  opinion  on  the  fubjeft ; 
and  his  own  opinion  was  well  known  to  the  Committee."-^ 
With  regard  to  what  h  »d  been  urged  concerning  the  neceffity 
for  a  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  there  being  at  all  times 
fome  one  m.in  in  a  ficuation  refponfible  for  the  condu£l  of 
the  army,  and  of  all  military  affairs,  he  was  fully  convinced 
of  it,  and  could  only  lament,  that  the  rights  of  the  army 
wer.e  entrufted  to  civil  hands,  becaufe  whenever  that  was  the 
cafe,  without  meaning  to  refle61:  upon  the  p  efent,  more  than 
any  other  War  Office,  he  was  fatisfied  that  injury  andin^ 
juftice  muft  prove  the  unavoidable  refult  to  the  profeffion. 
Cofoncl  Colonel  Simcoe  declared,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to 
Siincoe.  have  liftened  to  the  juft  and  liberal  remarks  of  the  honourable 
General  (Burgoyne),  without  rifing  to  add  his  feeble  tefti* 
mony  to  all  \yhich  he  had  advanced  concerning  Lord  Raw- 
don,  and  to  do  the  nobl«?  Lord  the  juftice  to  fay,  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  he  pofleir^id  every  virtue  which  could  ornament 
a  foldier  and  a  gentleman.  He  was  not  aware  that  Lord 
Rawdon's  off:;r  had  been  on  fucb  terms  as  were  ftated,  but 
he  beiiaved  that  all  theofficers,  his  brother  alone  excepted, 
who  was  an  oflSc^r  of  great  mfrit  in  the  lervice,  were  pro- 
po fed  to  be  taken  fi cm  the  half-pay  lift.  Colonel  Sitncoe 
ilifcwnecl  the  ijfual  mo'.les  of  rtcruiting,  which  he  faid  were 
twc't'old;  o:k^  by  way  of  regiirxe'iral  recruiting,  the  other  by 
^/ivii^g  rank  to  fuel)  men  of  fpirit  and  fortune,  as  would  take 
it  upon  cojullilo'i  of  railuiq;  a  certain  number  of  men.  With 
regard  to  the  firft,  the  officers  upon  that  duty  were  obliged 
to  refufe  all  but  fuch  men  as  would  anfwer  a  particular  de- 
fcription,  bccaule  they  CDu'd  not  ftand  the  rifque  of  having 

every 
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every  feventh  man  become  zitkxtery  when  they  m#^y  caF4 
ried  on  the  recraiting  fervice  for  praiie ;,  whereas  tbofe  who,, 
under  the  otlier  head  of  recruiting,  ftoo4  forward  with  theij; 
fortunes  to  obtain  preferment  on  procuring  a  certain. num- 
ber of  men,  it  was  worth  their  while  to,  run  all  rifques,  of 
rather,  by    the  large  bounties  they  gave,  to  prevent  anyr 
lifque.     Much  had  been  ohferved  concerning  thoie  officer^ 
who  oQered  their  fervices,  on  the  plea  that  their  fathers  and 
relatives  had  diflinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  army;  fuch  meni 
ought,  in  his  mind,  ever  to  be  conlldered  as  the  children  o^ 
the  Public ;  fur^he  was,  for  he  had  known  feyeral  inftanceS; 
of  it,  that  they  were  always  cheriflied,  affided,  and  encou<^ 
raged  by  the  other  officers,  who  gave  them  the  heft  advice 
on  all  occafions.     Upon  the  whole^    the  Colonel  faid,  be^ 
muft,  in  fo  many  words,  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
mode  of  recruiting  by  rajfing  Independent  companies,  was^  in 
cafes  of  pi  effing  emergency,  extremely  defirabl^,  fince  the: 
being  by  thofe  means  enabled  to  raife  ten  thoufaud  men  on  a^ 
fudden,  when  not  a  fourth  of  the  number  could  be  procured^ 
in   the  regular, way  of  regimental  recruiting,  muft  have  a-, 
firikingeffed  upon  our  enemies:,  and  give  them  a  ftrong- 
impreffion  of  the  ai^'ivity,  vigour,  and  fpirit  of  the  country* 
'the  vfual  mode  of  accepting  offers  to  raife  men,  by  thofe] 
who  did  not  expedl  to  rife  higher  than  the  rank  of  CaptainSv 
of  companies,   he  believed,  was,  to  enquire   if  the  parties 
were  fure  of  any  fortune  or  allowance  over  their  pay  ;   be** 
caufe  it  mufl,"  he  fhould  imagine,  be  obvious  to  the  whol^. . 
Houfe,  that  regimental  pay  was  not  adequate  to  the  fupport 
of  any  fubaltern  officer;  and  if  officers  of  approved  merit  had 
no  fuch  means  of  eking  out  their  military  income,  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  pay  qioft  certainly  muft  deferve  the  ferious 
and  benevolent  confideration  of  the  Hotife* 

Colonel  Hartley  contended  that  it  was  ftriking  at  the  very  Colone|r 
root  of  an  army,  to  adopt,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war.  Hartley, 
fuch  a  mode  of  recruiting  as  raifing  new  corps.  He  had 
known  a  man  who  would,  at  one  time,  have  been  glad  tp 
take  three  guineas  levy  money  in  the  regular  courfe  of  re- 
cruiting, who  had  refufed  to  take  eight  of  a  recruiting  fer- 
jeant,  after  he  difcovered  that  independent  companies  were 
to  be  raifed. 

Lord  Fielding  urged  the  mifchievous  confequenceaof  giv-      Lor4 
ing  fi^ch  iai:ge  bounties  at   the  commencement  of  a  war,  as  Ficidiiig. 
were  known  to  he  offered  by  the  agents  of  thole  who  bad 
rank  for  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men. 

Mr.  Djompfon  remarked,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  invefti-     ^r 
gation  of  the  prefent  fubjeiS,  he  had  declared  his  fatisfaftion  Tboai 
that  it  was  to  be  confidered  more  deliberately  at  a  future  day;  ,     * 
and  the  reafon  why  he  had  fo  exprefled  himfelf^  arbfe  firom  a 
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hope  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wonld^  in  the  in- 
terim, have  feen  his  error,  and  abandoned  a  fy  (lem  of  recruit- 
ing fo  injurious  to  the  military  fervice,  fo  palpably  calculated 
to  iiicreafe  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  and  fo  wide  of  eco- 
nomy. 1  O'tlie  right  honourable  the  Secretary  at  War  he 
Was  to  impute  all  the  blame,  not  only  of  the  meafure  but  of 
the  bad  confequences  which  had  followed  it.  It  would,  he 
^  fhould  imagine,  be  generally  admitted,  that  it  was  the  in- 
variable rule  for  all  contrafls  to  be  folid  and  binding  on  both 
parties,  and  moft  efpecially  fuch  contrafts  as  did  not  bear 
about  them  the  (hackles  and  trammels  which  tlie  law  had 
provided  for  the  fecurity  of  the  contradlor  in  ordinary  cafes, 
but  which  depended  folely  upon  honour  and  good  faith. 
The  new  corps  had  been  raifed  upon  a  pretence  of  aflerting 
and  maintaining  the  national  honour  abroad,  and  yet,  in  the 
mode  of  raifing  them,  the  right  honourable  the  Secretary  at 
War  had  contrived  to  ftab  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  army  at 
home,  by  violating  the  conditions  on  which  the  cont rafts  for 
;-aifing  the  independent  companies  had  been  expreflly  made^ 
The  letter  of  inftruflions  to  thofe  whofe  offers  or  raifing 
the  new  corps  were  accepted,  contained  thfe  conditions  on 
which  they  were  to  be  raifed  Let  the  Houfe,  ibprefore,  fee 
how  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  had  abided  by 
thofe  inftruftions  !  Mr.  Thompfon  declared,  that  in  ths  in- 
firuftions  it  was  conditioned,  that  the  ofiicers'  commifGons 
jfhould  be  made  opt  from  the  day  that  their  corj>s  were  de- 
clared to  be  complete,  and  yet,  to  hjs  knowledge,  thofe 
whofe  corps  were  declared  to  be  complete  in  1790,  had  their 
cdmmiiTions  dated  in  179 if  and  had  aftually  received  only 
the  pay  of  Lieutenants  while  they  were  ferving  as  Captains. 
This  had  occaGoned  loud  clamours  and  complaints  without 
doors,  aad  certainly  with  great  juftice.  In  conclufion,  Mr. 
Thompfon  obferyed,  that  the  recol  left  ion  of  the  inviolahle 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  bad  impelled  him  to 
a  Aatement  of  thefe  fafts;  nor  could  he  drop  the  fubjeft» 
3Bvithout  expreffing  his  furprife  and  indignation  at  the  circum* 
ftanceof  the  War  Office  being  converted  into  an  auftioneer's 
room,  and  the  Secretary  at  War  aftingasa  broker  of  pom- 
miflions. 
Secretary  The  Secretary  at  ffar  anfwered,  that  h^  was  much  obliged 
9X.  War.  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the  notice  he  had  been  pleafed 
to  take  of  him,  but  he  did  affure  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  the  Committee,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  fuch  com- 
>  plaints  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to,  nor  did 
he  believe  they  had  any  foundation. 
]^r.  Fox.  yir.  Fox  exprefTed  his  conviftion  that  the  adopted  mode 
of  raifing  troops  was  expenfive  and  inconvenient,  and  tend- 
ing to  damp  the  fpirit  of  the  army.    He  wifhed  only  to  fpeak 

to 
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'  to  two  points  which  had  received  do  fort  of  anfwer;  he  did 
not  mean  to  argue  them,  but  merely  to  give  his  opir.ion, 
fince  he  conceived  they  needed  only  to  be  mentioned,  to  make 
a  due  imprefllon  on  the  Committee.  The  firft  of  thefe  wag 
the  giving  rank  to  thofe  who  got  men,  without  regard  to 
their  ftanding  in  the  army.  Ihat  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
principle  adverfe  to  all  military  fpirit,  and  tending  to  make, 
the  officers  of  the  Britifli  army  worfe,  and  lefs  anxious  for 
the  fuccefs.  The  other  part  was  th«  conftitutional  point,  of 
which,  notwithAanding  its  importance,  no  notice  had  been 
taken.  He  meant  the  novel  praftice  of  felling  commifTicns, 
and  applying  the  money  raifed  by  their  fale  in  diminution  of 
the  half-pay  lift  expence.  He  declared  he  did  not  fee  how 
this  pra6lice  could  be  reconciled  to  any  other  principle  than  • 
that  moil  unconftitutional  one,  the  raifing  money  on  the 
fubjedl,  ^rhout  either  the  fan£iion  or  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment: tp*lad  been  faid  that,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  it 
would  reduce  the  half-pay  lift  expense  ten  thoufand  pounds; 
but  Mr.  Fox  declared  that,  rather  than  countenance  a  prac- 
tice fo  lively  to  damp  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifti  army  in  future,. 
and  fo  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  of 
the  country,  he  would  vote  for  the  payment  of  forty  thou- 
fand pounds  out  of  the  public  purfe. 

The  queftion  was  now  put  and  carried,  and  after  the  other 
refolotions  were  voted,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
vpon  the  morrow. 

The  Houfc  adjourned. 

Tuefday^  2^th  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  the  King's  ttleflage  into 
confideration  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  he  was  well  Mr,  f  j 
aflured  that  the  Houfe  would  coincide  with  him  in  the  idea, 
that  it  could  not  be  confidered  but  as  a  matter  of  great  regret, 
that  His  Majefty's  reprefentations,  in  conjundtion  with  his 
allies,  for  the  purpofes  of  re-eftablifliing  the  peace  of  Europe, 
on  a  permanent  bafis.  had  hitherto  proved  inefFeSual ;  yetj 
whilft  they  felt  the  advantage  of  that  fyftem  of  defenfive  al- 
liance which  had  been  fo  generally  countenanced^  he  trufted 
that  they  would  admit  that  a  temporary  expence  might  be 
wifely  and  judicioully  incurred,  to  prevent  any  alteration 
taking  place  in  the  relative  condition  of  th«  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, that  tended  materially  to  weaken  the  fecurity  which 
wt  expe<9ed  to  derive  from  that  fyflem.  On  this  ground, 
the  attention  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters  had  been  dire£led 
to  the  general  ilate  of  affairs  in  Europe;  an  additional  force 
had  been  kept  up,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  after 
the  late  armament^  becaufe  the  fituation  of  affairs  feemed  to     >Ie 
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Call  for  it ;  unA  farther  addition  was  now  ju^ed  expedient^ 
'Becaufe  a  change  in  that 'fituation  rendered  it  neceilary.  The 
'HoQre>  he  wa$  perfuaded,  would  fee  the  propriety  of  perfe* 
▼ertng  in  the  defcirfxve  fyftein,  and  whatever  opinions  might 
'  ^  entertained  refpe£ling  the  general  policy  of  continental  al« 
'Itancesy  or  our  immediate  intereft  in  interfering  in  the  dif- 
♦putes' of  continental  P<Jwers,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
deciding,  that  if  defenfive  alliances  were  to  be  maintained,  ft 
\(rtisoar  duty  to  adhere  to  thofe  alliances,  and  our  intereft  to 
prevent  any  changes  in  the  general  ftaie  of  afiFairs,  which 
might  render  them  nugatory  and  infufficient.  It  had  once 
been  ^r prevailing  opinion  in  this  country,  that  Great  Britain) 
from  ihe  peculiar  advantages  of  local  fituation,  might  main- 
tain her  rank  and  her  confequence,  unconnefled  with  foreign 
•  powers  ;  but  from  the  moment  that  this  opinion  was.  aban- 
doned, and  we  had  conne6ted  ourfelves  with  other  ^wers, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  we  were  under  the  neceffity 
of  watching  the  progrefs  of  events  in  Europe,  and  taking 
meafures  to  prevent  the  intent  and  purpofe  of  thofe  connec- 
tions from  being  defeated.  As  little  would  it  be  doubted  that 
the  influence  of  the  Turkifti  empire  was  of  great  efieA  in 
the  general  fcale  of  European  Powers,  and  that  the  prefent 
fittfation  of  it  was  fuch  as. to  afford  juft  caufe  of  apprebenfioa 
to  all  the  other  Powers  whofe  intereft  were  in  any  degree 
liable  to  be  affetfted  by  a  diminution  of  that  influence.  In 
particular,  the  power  and  ability  of  our  ally,  the  King  of 
Proffia,  to  give  vigour  and  efficacy  to  the  defend ve  fyftem, 
into  which  we  had  entered  with  him,  muft  he  greatly  affed- 
edby  a  diminution  of  the  influence  which  the  T urkifti  Em- 
pire has  hitherto  maintained.  Any  point  tending  to  render 
the  power  of  that  empire  in  Europe  precarious,  uiuft  necef- 
farilyaffeS  Pruffia,  and.be  highly  detrimental  to  our  inte- 
rcfts,  as  far  as  they  were  connefled  by  a  common  objeS 
with  his,  the  Ohjca  of  mutual  defence.  Whatever  might 
prove  the  refult  of  the  war  in  which  that  empire  was  unhap« 
pily  engaged,  if  it  went  to  increafethej>ower'of  Ruffia,.  the 
effcft  of  it  would  not  be  confined  to-  the  two  Powers  atone; 
it  niuft  be  felt  by  the  reft  of  Euvope^  and  felt. more  imme- 
diately in  that  quarter,  with  which,  in  pointof  intereft,  we 
were  moft  intimately  coanefied.  From  thefe  reafons,  it 
was  evident  that  we  had  a  dire£t  aild  important  intereft  in 
the  event  of  the  war,  and  were  not  led  to  interfere  by  any 
remote  or  contingent  hope  of  advantage.  The  Houte  was 
informed  that  His  Majefty  had  made  ufe  of  reprefentatrons  to 
fectiLine  the  interefts  of  bis  fubjedls,  and  his  allies^  Tbey 
W5?e  a!>prifed  that,  in  order  to  give  greater  weight  to  liis  re- 
pr^flin  tat  ions,  he  had  judged- it  requiHte  to  make  ah  addition 
to  (ii.»?al  force;  and  it  remained  for  the  Houfc  to  decide 
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ifvhether  it  was  not  more  confiflent^  both  with  honour  and 
with  polic]r»  to  z€t  with  prudent  forefight,  and  avert  an  im- 
pending evil  by  precaution,  than  to  delay  the  remedy  till  the 
mifcbiefwosaftually  felt,  in  conclufioi),  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  oiovedy 

**  That  an  humble  addjefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty^ 
«*  to  return  His  Msjiefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  his 
'*  mofl  gracious  meflage. 

**  To  exprefs  our  regret  that  the  endeavours  which  His 
'<  Majefly  has  ufed,  in  conjunction  with  his  allies,  to  effe& 
^  a  pacification  between  Ruflia  and  the  Forte^  have  hitherto 
•*  been  unfuccefsful. 

••^  That  nothing  can  more  evince  His  Majefty's  coiiftafit 
**  attention  to  the  welfare  o(  his  fubjcfts,  and  his  concern 
^  for  the  geoeral  tranquillity,  than  his  anxiety  to  contribute 
•*  to  the  fpeedy  termination  of  a  war,,  from  the  farther  pro- 
*«  grefs  of  which  His  Majefty  apprehends  that  confequences 
•*  may  arife  highly  important  to  the  intcrefts  of  His.Majefty 
^  and  his  allies,  and  to  thofe  of  Europe  in  general. 

*'  That  as,  tinder  thefe  circumftances,  His  Majefly  judges 
**  it  requifite,  in  order  to  add  weight  to  his  reprefentations, 
^*  to  make  fome  farther  additions  to  his  naval  force, -his  faiths 
^  ful  Commons  think  it  the^ir  duty  to  affure  His  Majefty, 
**  that  they  fliall  be  ready  to  make  good  the  expences  which 
**  may  be  incurred  by  thefe  preparations,  for  the  purpofe  of 
**  fupporting  the  interefts  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  of  con- 
"  tributing  to  the  great  and  important  obje£l  of  reftoring  the 
«•  tranquillity  cf  Europe  on  a  fecure  and  lalling  foun- 
^  dation.*' 
'Mr.  Dundas  feconded  the  motion. 

Lord  IVycombe  obferved,  that  on  the  firft  hearing  of  this  Lord 
report,  he  had  met  it  with  a  pofitive  difbelief.  He  could  Wycombt 
not  thirft  that  Minifters  would  rafhly  adopt  a  meafure  which 
came  recommended  neither  in  a  commercial  nor  a  political 
point  of  view.  As  a  commercial  meafure,  he  would  afk  of 
any  mercantile  man  in  that  Houfe,  whether  benefits  could  be 
hoped  for  in  any  degree  equivalent  to  the  mifchief  attending 
onhoftilities..  In  a  political  point  of  view,  he  could  not 
think  that  a  difpute  concerning  the  frontiers  of  Turkey,  wns 
a  fufficient  motive  to  engage  this  country  in  a  war.  At  ail 
events,  he  ibould  refifl  the  meafure,  until  the  Houfe  was 
poflefled  of  a  more  adequate  fhare  of  information  on  a  fubjedt 
of  fo  much  importance. 

Mr.  Coki  (Member  for  Norfolk)  exprefled  hinifclf  not  Mr.  Coke 
difpofed  to  enter  into  the  views  .of  the  Minifler  in  this  in- 
ftance>  as  he  by  no  means  entertained  (hat  conAdence  in  his 
abilities  or  his  integrity  which  ieemed  to  a6tuate  other  gen- 
tlemen*   The  great  and  loyal  county  which  he  reprefentedt 
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Were  alfo,  as  far  as  ho  could  collect,  decidedly  averfe  to  the 
mcafure.  He  therefore  arofe  for  the  purpofe  of  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  Addrefs. 

The  amendment  propofed  that,  leaving  out  the  pledges 
and  alTurances  contained  in  the  original  motion,  ^^theHoufe 
"*  fhould  aiTure  His  Majefty  of  their  concern  for  the  hoftili- 
«*  ties  which  ftill  prevail  in  the  remote  parts  of  Europe;  that 
•*  they  did  not  underfland  that  the  pofleffions  of  this  king- 
"  dom,  or  its  allies,  were  in  any  wife  threatened  ;  and  that 
«*  they  fliould  not  do  their  duty  to  their  conftituents,  if 
**  they  were  to  load  them  with  additional  burdens,  for  the 
**  maintenance  of  Interefts  which  were  neither  explained  nor 
"  underftood  by  that  Houfe." 
Mr.  Mr,  LambtoHj   rifmg  for   the  purpofe  of  feconding  the 

Lambton.  amendment,  remarked,  that  when  the  Houfe  was  called  upon 
to  vote  an  armament,  in  thecourfe  of  the  preceding  year, 
they  voted  it  unaoimoufiy,  becaufe  they  were  told  that  the 
honour  of  the  nation  had  been  infulted.  The  honour  of  a 
nation  was  the  ftrongeft  poffible  ground  for  demanding  fatis- 
fa3ion  by  force  of  arms.  It  was  that  without  which  no  na- 
tion could  exift  in  fafety,  nor  long  in  independence.  It  was 
the  vital  principle,  on  the  true  tone  of  which)  like  the  heart, 
the  health  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body  politic  depended, 
and  with  the  fufpenfion  of  which,  all  their  fun£^ions  were 
fufpetided.  Whenever  it  received  an  injury,  a  flrong  and 
efficacious  remedy  muft  be  applied;  but  if  this  remedy  was 
applied  to  trivial  occafions,  if  the  whole  frame  was  be  Ihaken 
on  every  trifling  complaint,  the  remedy  muft  become  con- 
verted into  the  difeafe.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he  might 
fairly  afk,  in  what  refpeAwas  the  national  honour  infulted 
now  f  'Where  was  our  commerce  attacked  ?   Where  had  the 

*  proteSion  of  our  flag  been  violated  ?   Why  then  were  we  to 

be  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  a  war,  with  all  its  concomiunts 
of  interrupted  trade,  and  aggravated  taxes  ?  tt  was  impof- 
fible  to  deny  that  the  arniament  which  the  Houfe  was  called 
on  to  fupport,  and  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  undertaken, 
did  not  look  like  war,  and  might  probably  lead  to  it.  Were 
he  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  real  caufe  of  this  meafure,  he 
fhould  fay  it  was  undertaken  to  fecond  the  views  of  PrufSa, 
What  friends  had  we  in  the  Baltic  to  prote<St  ?  what  advan- 
tages had  we  to  gain  ?  and  where  were  our  fhips  to  look  for 
ihelter,  in  cafe  of  a  difafter  from  the  force  of  the  enemy,  or, 
what  was  more  to  be  dreaded,  the  violence  of  the  elements  ? 
He  might  be  told  we  fhould  poffefs  ourfelve^  of  Diintzlck  ; 
but  that  was  an  advantage  as  yet  only  in  profpedl.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  war  in  which  we  were  going  to  engage  to 
.    benefit  the  cou^)try,  or  to  animate  the  feaman.     There  was 

^  no  recomprnfe  held  out  for  his  toils,  ^^J^^}^^jQ$^vf^rA  his 

•     "^'*'  ^   ^  <^      hard- 


A.  I79I-  DEBATES.  39 

har^ips.  The  Calmucs  and  Q}flacs  were  not  enemies 
worth  his  conqueft.  We  had  little  to  expert  but  bear(kins» 
and  as  we  had  expended  four  millions  to  obtain  catfkins  ^rom 
the  north^w^ft  of  Americ^^  we  might  now  add  blood  to  trea^ 
fure  to  gain  bearskins  in  the  north-eaft  of  Europe.  How 
would  the  hufbandman  and  the  manufa(5turer  fubmit  to  the 
unavoidable  increafe  of  taxes  for  fiichobjefls  ?  When  the  lat- 
ter, working  out  a  hard-earned  living  by  the  I'ght  of  bis  far-> 
thing  candle,  was  called  upon  for  his  increafe  of  taxes,  what 
anfvver  would  the  colle<Slor  be  able  to  give  him,  were  he  to 
afk  for  what  advantage  to  trade  he  waN  thus  additionally  bur- 
dened r  Of  this  all  was  kept  in  the  dark,  when  nothing  but  a 
clear  ftatement  could  jgftify  what  they  were  called  upon  to 
fupport. 

Mr.  Martin  declared,  that  fince  the  information,  which  Mr. 
alone  could  enable  the  Houfe  to  judge  of  its  propriety,  was  Martia. 
refufed,  he  did  not  think  it  becoming  to  vote  for  the  addrefs.' 
He  had  often  heard  that  Minifters  Were  entitled  to  confidencet 
becaufe  they  were  refponfible  for  their  condufi  ;  but  during 
fourteen  years  that  he  had  fat  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  never 
known  that  refponGhility  produce  any  good.  Could  it  be 
proved  that  the  fupplies  for  which  they  were  called  on  to 
pledge  the  Houfe,  were  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  peace  to 
Europe,  and  that  the  end  was  likely  to  be  efieded,  hefhould 
chearfully  vote  for  the  Addrefs,  but  not  other  wife. 

Mr.  Vyner  expreiTed  his  furprife,  that  as  neither  our  colo-  Mr.Vjoer 
nies  appeared  to  have  been  attacked,  nor  our  commerce  to 
have  leceived  any  detriment,  the  Houfe  (hould  be  called  upon 
to  vote  an  armament.  He  would  chearfully  vote  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  to  His  Majefty  for  his  gracious  mef&ge,  which,  he 
thought,  implied,  that  His  Majeily,  diftrufting  the  wifdom 
of  his  Minifters,  had  applied  to  the  Houfe  for  advice,  which 
the  Houfe  was  competent  to  give,  and  which  they  were 
bound  in  duty  um  to  withhold. 

Mr.  Steele  obferved,  that  were  the  finances  of  the  country  Mr.  Steele 
even  beyond  their  really  flooriihing  condition,  or  as  low  as 
(bme  perfons  eiideavouied  to  repreft;nt  them,  he  (hould  think 
it  equally  incuinbent  on  tlie  Houfe  to  avoid  unneceflary  ex- 
penc<^  They  were  now  to  con(ider  whether  the  expencc  pro- 
pofed  was  a  ufelefs  expence,  and  whether  it  was  neceflary  for 
Great  Britain  fo  to  interfere  in  the  prefent  war  on  the  Con* 
tinent,  as  to  prevent  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  from  obtaining 
any  confidi  rahle  augmentation  of  power,  at  the  cod  of  the 
Turkifh  Empire.  This  he  conceived  to  bf*  a  queAion  that 
admitted  of  no  doubt,  from  the  predicament  in  which  we 
flood,  with  refpedl  to  our  allies,  and  our  experience  of  the 
difpoiition  of  the  Emprefs  towards  us.  We  could  not  for* 
gpt,  that  wbep  we  were  engaged  in  w  unequal  contefl>  fhe 
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Iiad  projeded  and  put  herfelf  at  tlie  head  of  an  armed  iieutra« 
licy  peculiarly  hoftile  to  our  interefl^.  This  he  did  not  ftate 
vindiflively,  but  as  a^  circumftance  to  (hew  what  we  might 
expedl  from  her  were  her  power  tQ  be  increafed  in  proportion 
to  her  inclination  to  z&,  againft  us.  (.lentlemen  had  no 
right  to  iniinuate  that  the  motives  affigned  for  the  additional 
armament,  were  not  the  real  motives,  till  they  had  the 
means,  as  they  had  the  power,  of  coming  to  proof.  With 
regard  to  the  meiTage  being  an  application  by  His  Majefty  to 
the  advice /of  the  Houfe,  in  difti  uft  of  the  wifdom  of  his 
Minifters,  it  was  rather  extraordinary,  that  when  the  King't 
fpeech  was  always  confidered  and  always  debated  as  the 
fpeech  of  the  Mini fter,  the  King's  meffage  (hould  not  fall 
under  the  fame. cpnArui^ion.  That  meflagc  had  not  beefi 
lent,  nor  the  qwafure  to  which  it  related  brought  forward, 
till  every  other  means  of  accomplishing  the  obje<5^,  which, 
be  contended,,  it  was  as  raueh  for  the  intereft  as  for  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  natiofi.toaccomplifh,  had  been  tried;  but  there 
were  gentlemen  whofe  conAant  pra<3ice  it  was  to  oppofe  all' 
the  meafures  of  Government ;  and  it  was  naturally  to  be  eic* 
pefled  that  ihey  would  oppofe  the  prefent* 
Mr.  The  honourable  Mr.  Cockt  declared,  that  he  meant  not  to* 

Cockf.  oppofe  a  rational  confidence  in  MiniAers,  but  that  blindfold' 
and  ignorant  confidence  which  the  Houfe  was  now  defired  to 
confer.  He  wifhed  to  judge  favourably  of  Minifters,  and' 
he  thought  that  they  had  a£led  well,  till  the  prefent  occafion  ; 
but  he  could  not  think  that  they  had  any  claim  to  the  extent 
of  confidence  which  they  at  prefent  demanded.  After  the 
chearful  fupport  which  they  had  received  in  their  armament 
againft  Spain,  to  call  fo  fuddenly  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Houfe  to  another  armament,  without  afligning  any  intelli- 

—  gMe  reafon  for  it,  or  giving  jl^^Houfe  any  information  re- 

fpefting  the  neceffity  of  it,  was  jieither  more  nor  lefs  than 
to  fay  they  would.call  for  the  laft  farthing  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  they  chofe  it.  This 
was  not  to  merit  coirfidence,  but  to  iaviie  indignation.  They 
demanded  money  to  fupport  Turkey.  They  might  as  weU 
make  the  Government  the  Government  of  Turkey.  A  pro-*- 
cedureof  thisfcind  was  not  merely  running  beyond  the  bounds 
ofjbftice,  hut  it  was  adding  infult  to  injury. 

Mr.  Tox.  Mr,  Fox  declared,  that  no  perfon  had  perhaps  ever  ftiewti  * 
a  more  complete  forget folnefs,  or  difregard  of  fads,  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  in  his  (Uiberal 
charge  againft  him,  and  the  friends  with  whom  he  had  tlie 
honour  to  ad.  Had  the -honourable  gentleman  intimated 
merely  in  general  terms  that  they  oppofed  all  the  meafares 
of  Government,  it  would  have  been  a  grofs  afpetfion  ;  but 
the  Houfe  would  recoiled,  and  the  bonoorable  gentleman 
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tottld  not  well  have  forgotten^  that  this  was  the  tbh'd  arma- 
Aient  within  a  few  years,  and  he  could  appeal  to  every  gentle* 
jnan  who  beard  him,  whether  he  had  oppoied  either  of  the 
former  two>  nay,  whether  he  had  not  given  them  his  cordial 
fuppoVt.  We  had  armed  in  1787,  to  preteut  Holland  from 
.fallings  by  means  of  a  party,  into  the  hands  of  France.  The 
.event  bad  been  decided  before  the  Parliament  met;  but  when 
f  arliaipent  did  meet,  bad  he  cenfured  the  meafure  or  the  ob- 
jeA  of  it?  Had  he  not  frequently  gone  rather  out  of  his  way^' 
to  exprefs  his  approbation  of  both  ?  We  had  armed  again,  iki 
Ae  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  to  obtain  fatisfaSlion  for  an 
injury  done,  to  Britifh  fubjedts,  and  for  an  infult  offered  to  ' 
the  Briti{h  flag.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  that 
he,  or  bis  friends,  had  not  cordially  concurred  in  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  armament  was  undertaken,  although  ^ 
thKcy  had  defired  to  know  whether  proper  fteps  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  it,  and  exprefled  their  difTatis^* 
tion  with  the  convention  to  which  it  led  i  This  was  not  all ; 
there  were  other  objefts  conne£ted  with  the  armament,  oti 
account  of  Holland ;  an  alliance  with  Pruilia,  and  a  fubfidiary: 
treaty  with  Hefle  Caflel.  Had  tbey  difapproved  of  either  of 
thefe  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  they  would 
oppofe  tlie  prefent  meafure,  becaufe  he  knew  that,  after  the 
Houfebad  been  prevented  from)inquiring  into  the  grounds 
of  laft  yearns  armament,  on  the  plea  of  confidence  in  Mini- 
fiers,  pending^a  negociation,  and  afterwards  into  the  merits 
of  the  convention,  on  die  plea  of  confidence  after  the  hegp* 
ciation  was  concluded,  it  could  only  be  approved  by  thofe 
who  thought  proper  to  repofe  a  blind  Confidence  in  Slinl- 
fiers,  or  were  led  to  approve  by  the  partiality  of  offi<:ial  con* 
neflion..  His  furprife  at  the  prefent  meafure,  ifpoffible,  ex* 
ceeded  his  difapprobation.  When  he  heard  that  things  wel^ 
proceeding  to  the  extremity  at  which  they  arrived,  he  had 
lent  an  unbelieving  ear,  and  contended  that  fuch  folly,  ftich 
madnefs,  was  impof&ble.  With  fuch  meafures  cohfidencii 
could  have  nothing  to  do.  Confidence  in  Minifters  was,  in- 
deed, neceflary  on  many  occaflons ;  and  for  that  fort  of  con- 
fidence^ whether  in  office  or  out,  he  had  always  been  an  ad- 
vocate ;  but  even  that  neceflary  confidence  was  only  a  necef- 
fary  evil,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  always  the  leafl  th^l 
the  nature  of  things  wouia  admit*  No  fuch  confidence  as 
Was  now  folicited  had  been  afked  for  in  the  cafe  of.  Spain. 
The  injury  to  be  redrefTed,  and  the  infult  to  be  vindicated^ 
were  fairly  fiated  on  that  occafion ;  but,  on  the  prefent,  they 
hdsd  not  Come  at  all  tm  the  point.  To  admit  fimoly,  that 
the  King,  by  the  advice  of  his.Minifters,  had  ordered  an  ar- 
nacnen^  and  that  the  Houfe  muft  pay  the  expence,  was  not 
in  all  the  gradations  of  rational  confidence ;  and  the  Houfe 
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,  of  Commons  which  enteruined  the  pro.Jofitibn  betrayed  its 
duty,  and  infu'ted  its  conftituents.     The  right  honourable 
•gentleman  who  moved  the  addref-,  had  enveloped  himfelf  la 
my  fiery  and  importance,  but  explained  nothing.     Hi*  fpcech 
Tcfembled  the  fpecimen  of  rhe  paragraph  writer  in  the  piay 
about  h  uflia,  Proflia,  Turkey,  and  what  not,  of  w  hich  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  was  fhewn  pronounced   that  it  was   well 
done,  tor  it   was  finely  con fu fed,  and  very  alaimn^g.     1  he 
.right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  was,  indeed,  finely  c^n- 
fufed,  but  alarming  6nly  in  point  of  expence.     When  gentle- 
men talked  of  the  balance  of  power  as  a  reafoning  for  armmg, 
they  ought  to  fliew  how  h  was  endangered  ;  when  they  called 
for  fupplies  to  prevent  the  aggrandUement  of  Ruffia,  new  as 
it  was  to  a  Pritilh  Houfe  of  Commons  lohear  the  greatnefs 
of  Ruflia  reprefented  as  an  objeft  of  diead,  they  oucrht  to 
ftate  whom  (he  meant   to  attack      Was  it   Pruffia  againft 
whom  her  arms  were  to  be  direfled  ?    She  had  made  no    at- 
tempt as  yet,  and  if  it  was  known  that  an  attack  was  medi- 
tate<1,  it  ought  to  be  fairly  laid  before  the   Houfe.     Were 
the  iCingof  Pruffia  to  be  attacked,  he  fliould  feel  himfelf  as 
much  bound  to  fupport  him,  as  if  he  had  himfelf  concluded 
the  defenfive  treaty ;  but  not  one  fyllable  had  been  uttered 
concerning  the  probability  of  any  fuch  attack,  and  therefore 
.he  muft  prefume  that   none  was  apprehended      He  would 
ftate  what  the  former  policy  of  this  country,  with  refpedt  to 
Ruflia,  had  been,  with  a  view  of  comparing  it  with  the  pre- 
fe:it.     Twenty  yearS'  ago,  when  war  commenced  between 
Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  we  aided  her  in  fending  a  fleet  into  the 
Mediterranean,  and  this  fupport  of  ours  gave  her  the  firft 
opportunity  of  appearing  as  a  naval  power  in  that  part  of  the 
globe,  and  of  obtaining  an  eftablifhment.on  the  lijack  Sea. 
It  was  evident  that  we  felt  no  jealoufy  of  her  aggrandifement 
at  that  period.     Towards  the  conclufion  of  1782,  the  Em- 
prefs  having  previoufly  complained  that  her  pofieflions  in  the 
Cubar  and  the  Crimea  were  not  fufficiently  fecure,  took  them, 
by  a  fort  of  Royal  fyllogifm,  entirely  into  her  own  hands* 
His  Majefty's  Minifters,  on  that  occafion,  of  whom  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  one,  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  fupport 
Turkey  againft  this   affumption.     France  and    Spain   v^erc 
both. alarmed,  and  propofed  to  this  country  to  join  in   op- 
pofing  it.     The  fame  Minifters  told  them   explicitly  that 
they  would  not  accede   to  any  meafure  of  fuch   a  nature. 
They  gave  up  the  point,  and  the  Crimea  was  formally  ceded 
to  Ruflia  by  treaty.     Such  had  been  our  former  conduft  to- 
wards Ruffia.     What  had  it  been  lately?    He  fpoke  from  a 
vprv  general  opinion,  although  not  frrmi  dlrecl  authority,  in 
fayinc:,  that  when  we  renewed  our  continental  conne<^ions 
in  J787>  Ruffia  was  attacked  by  the  Porte,  at  the  inftigation 
-  *  3  of 
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of  Great  Britain  and  Pruflia.     Now  it  was  faid'we  went 
bound  to  fee  peace  reflored,  without  the  aggrandifement  of 
Ruffia,  when,' if  this  ftory  was  true,  we  had  been    th^  in- 
ftigators  of  tiie  war.     If  we  were  not   the  inftigatois,  why 
did  we  not  prevent  it  if  we  thought  that  we  had  any  concern 
in  its  iffue  ?  Would  Sir  Robert  Atnflie,  then  our  AmbalTadoc 
at  Conftantinople,  fay,  that   he  had  been  inftrufted,  either 
with  or  without  the  CO- operation  of  the   Pruilian  Minifler, 
to  divert  the  Porte  .from  attacking  Ruffia  ?    After  the  war  ^  • 
b^gan,  we  employed  our  mediation,  and  in  all  His  MajeAy^s 
fpeechesto  Parliament,  he  regretted  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  on  principles  of  humanity ;  but  always  added  to  hi$ 
ezpreffions  of  regret,  a  political   afiurance  that   no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  it  to  us.     Were  he,  therefore, 
to  form  his  opinion,  that  we  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  war,  on  the  annual  communications  of  His  Majefty  to 
Parliament,  he  ihould  not  be  accufed  of  laying  a  flattering 
unAion  to  his  foul.     What  had  fince  happened  to«involve  us  ? 
Was  the  fuccefs  of  the  Em  prefix's  arms  fo  formidable  in  our 
eyes,  that  we  muft  infift  on  her  renouncing  her  conqu*^fts  ? 
The  difpute  betweea  her  and  us,  he  believed  to  l>e  this  :  She 
offered  to  cede  all  her  conquefts  between  the  Neifter  and  the 
Danube,    and   propofed  to  retain  only  thofe  between  the 
Neifter  and  the  Don;  while  we  infilled  that  ihe  fliould  fur- 
render  ail  her  conqueAs  without  exception.     Such  was  the 
propofition  which  we  held   to  Rujlia;  while,  in  India,  we 
infiiled,  in  our  own  cafe,  that  Tippoo  Sultan  ftiould  not  only 
make  reparation  for  having  commenced,  as  we  faid,  a  war 
againft  us,  but    if  our  arms  were  fuccefsful,    furrcnder  as 
much  as  we  could  conquer  of  his  territories,  as  a  fort  of  fine 
for  having  made  an  unjuft  attack.     Was  it  to  be  conceived 
that  any  fovereign  who  had  fpirit  to  feel  and  power  to  refift, 
would  not  fpurn  with  indignation  at  the  infulti'ng  infolence 
of  a  proportion  fo  diametricallv  oppofite  to  what  we  claimed 
for  ourfelves.     We  might,  indeed,    domineer  in  the  info- 
lence of  a  momentary  power,  as  Lewis  XIV.  had  done,  but 
whether  it  was  in  the  nature  of  circumftances,  or  the  pro- 
penfity  of  mankind   to  unite  againfl  infolence,  it  had  never 
profpcred  long  in  the  civilized  world,*  and  never  woyld  prof- 
per.     Our  whole  ground  of  quarrel  with  Ruffia  was,  there- 
fore, the  tra<£t  of  country  he  had   mentioned,  unprofitable 
and  worthlefs  to  any  power,  except  for   a  fingle  place  con- 
tained in  it,  and  this  place  was  Oczakow.  .  Now,  had  Oc- 
zakow  been  taken   in   the  prefent  year,  as  far  as  its  value 
went,  it  might  have  been  (aid  to  have  produced  a  change  of 
circumftances;  but  it  was  taken  in  1788,  and   in  I'jSf)  His 
Majefty  again  aftured  Parliament,  after-mentioning  the  war 
9a  ufuaL  that  the  iituation  of  affairs  was  fucb  as  promifed^r^ 
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us  a  contihuance  of  pieace.  This  was  an  explicit  declaration, 
of  the'higheft  pof&ble  authority,  that  Oczakow  was  not 
thought  of  fuch  importance  then  as  to  be  deemed  the  objeA 
of  an  armament,  and  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  it  was  not 
the  real  gbjed  of  the  prefent  armament.  It  might  be  faid, 
that  the  former  condu£l  of  Minifiers  towards  Ruflia  was 
wrong,  and  that  the  prefent  Minifters  afted  on  another  fyf- 
tem.  But  wa^  Ruflia  obliged  to  know  titis  i  Was  it  her  bu- 
finefs  to  enquire  what  weiie  the  opinions  of  this  Lord  of  the 
Treafury  and  that  Secretary  of  State,  or  to  look  to  the  ge« 
neral  policy  and  condu6^  of  the  country  ?  With  what  fur- 
prife  muft  fiie  now  hear  that  England,  who  had  aided  her  in 
obtai fling  an  eftabliihment  on  the  Blaqk  Sea,  who  had  en- 
abltrl  her  firll  to  enter  the  Mediterranean,  and  wbo  had  re- 
jfufed  to  oppofe  her  in  feizing  on  the  Crimea,  was  jealous  of 
her  power  ?  If,  (he  might  reafonably  obferve,  you  were 
afraid  of  my  conquefts,  you  ought  to  have  prevented  my 
being  attacked.  Conqueft  is  tlie  ne<;effary  confequence  of 
war  lii^ith  my  eriemy»  againft  whom  defenfive  war  would  he 
ruin.  Let  not  the  Houfe  attempt  to  diiTociate  efFedts  from 
caufes,  pr  fuppofe  that  a  power  attacked  was  not  tq  repel  at* 
tack  by  conqueft,  if  the  fortune  of  war  turned  in  its  favour. 
In  dll  interferences  with  foreign  nations,  juftice  was  the  bcft 
foundation  of  policy^  and  m^>deration  the  fureft  pledge  of 
peace.  If  there  was  nothing  of  a  vindidive  fpirit  in  out 
)Condu6t,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  mentioned  it  might 
as  well  have  paiTed  it  unnoticed.  If  there  was,  it  applied 
equally  to  Sweden  and  to  Denmark,  for  both  had  acceded  to 
the  armed  neutrality.  It  applied  ftill  more  to  the  Court  of 
Berlin  ;  for  the  late  King  of  Pruffia,  it  was  well  known,  had 
ftirred  up  that  combination.  But  were  the  late  King  of 
PruiEa  now  alive,  would  he,  on  that  account,  introduce  4 
fpirit  of  revenge  in  his  policy  towards  him  ?  Undoubtedly 
not :  it  was  a  principle  on  which  he  would  never  a6^,  and  as 
much  defpifed  in  public  as  in  private  life.  Whatever  confi- 
dence might  be  claimed  by  Minifters,  none  could  be  due 
where  they  had  betrayed  incapacity  ;  and  this  the  prefent 
Minifters  had  done  in  the  continental  conneflions;  for  they 
had  not/ollowed  up  their  defenfive  fyftem  with  confiftency. 
In  the  negociations  at  Reichenbach,  when  they  found  the 
Emperor  difpofed  to  peace,  they  had  negleded  the  opporta- 
nitv  of  engaging  the  Emprefs  by  the  fame  arguments  which 
^pdured  hiio  to  confent,  and  which  were  then  in  their  power. 
They  had  ftimulated  Sweden  to  attach  Ruflia;  prevented 
Denmark  from  aiflifting  )>er ;  then  negleA^d  Sweden,  and 
tame!  V,  or  ignorantly,  fufiered  an  a£live  enemy  to  be  con« 
verttd  into  an  ufeful  ally.  Where  was  the  policy  of  thus 
meddling  and  retra£ltng }    Of  the  armamiBnt  dgainft  Spain^ 
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it  had  beeil  faidF,  that  we  ought  n&t  to  look  only  to  the  fotith* 
weft  of  America,  but  to  the  north-eaft  of  Europe*  Jf  that 
annament  was  equipped  with  any  view  to  Ruffia,  de(feit  and 
Wifehood  were  pra£iiied  on  the  Houfe;  but  when  it  was 
equipped)  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  men's  eyes  would 
not  have  been  fo  riveted  to  the  fouth-weft  of  America,  that  * 
they  could  lee  nothing  elfe,  or  that  the  Minifter  would  not 
have  been  put  into  fuch  a  flutter  by  his  difpnte  with  Spain^ 
as  to  be  able  to  attend  (o  nothing  elfe,  while  that  continued. 
Afttr  it  was  over,  to  what  purpofe  did  we  difarmy  if  we 
knew  that  we  had  ft  ill  an  occafion  for  an  armament  t  It  wat 
common  to  hear  Minifter^  glorying  in  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  while  with  an  arrogant  afi'e(^auonof  modefty,  they 
adnritted  that  many  circumftances,  in  particular  the  ftate  of 
France,  had  contributed  to  that  fituation  in  which  their  coti- 
iu&  had  nolhare.  The  advantages*  to  be  derived  from  the 
ftat^  of  France  had  been  always  confidered,  by  every  rational 
man,  as  thofe  of  reducing  our  expences,  reftoring  our  finances^ 
andfecuring,  for  a  long  fucceffion  of  yearsy  the  probable  con^ 
tinuance  of  peace.  How  miferably  had  we  been  difappointed 
by  our  own  abufe  ?  By  the  abfurd  pride  of  interfering  in  the 
affairs  of  every  foreign  State,  we  had  involved  ouirfplves  iw 
expence^  and  obtained  only  the  hazard  of  war*  Neither 
had  we  been  fuccefsful  in  any  one  instance,  except  that  of 
Holland.  We  had  not  lowered  Ruffia;  we  had  not  raiff^ 
Sweden;  and  between  the  Emperor  and  his  Belgic  fubje£ts, 
our  interference  had  been  abfolutely  ridiculous.  The  allied 
Powers  had  made  certain  ftipulations  with  the  Emperor  in  be* 
iialf  of  the  provinces ;  and  when  Marflial  Bender  was  about 
to  enter  1  he  Netherlands  with  an  armed  force,  their  Minifters 
at  the  Hague  wrote  to  him,  that  he  ought  to  ftop  till  certain 
preliminaries  were  adjufted.  His  anfwer  was  a  peremptory 
refufal.  I'hey  then  (aid,  'f  You  muft  talce  the  con(equenceS| 
^  and  we  wa(n  our  hands  of  the  bufinefs.''  He  difregarded 
the  menace,  and  took  pofieffion  of  the  provinces,  whete,  as 
was  fatd,  the  Emperor  had  fhewn  a  greater  difpofition  to 
pardon  than  to  punifh  ;  then  thofe  very  Mmifters  came  for- 
ward, and  figned  the  treaty  ;  the  news  was  thought  of  fuffi* 
cient  importance  to  be  difpatched  by  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald, 
and  we  plumed  ourfelveA  on  our  fuccefs  in  that  which  had  in 
£t£l  beeri  done  without  our  concurrence.  .  If  our  allies  were 
attacked,  or  threatened,  then,  indeed,  the  honour  of  the 
nation  would  be  iCroncei  ned  to  interfere*  We  had  no  alliance 
^ith  Turkey,  and  were  only  called  on  to  gratify  the  prida 
of  our  own  Minrfters;  and  to  fecondthe  ill-judged.policyof 
PrufRa.  Ho<r  £ir  Minifters  were  pledged  to  fupport  that 
policy,  be  knew  not ;  but  he  knew  that  the  country  was  not 
pledged  to  fupport  it ;  atid  let  the  Hoafe  abide  by  what  Mi« 
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nifters  had  declared,  and  Parliament  fan£kioned>  but  pay-  n# 
regan^  to  their  private  engagement.  The  conquefts  of  Ruffia 
towards  the  South  could  never  interfere  witli  the  commerce 
of  this  cpuntry,  nor  give  any  reafonable  ground  of  alarm 
to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  whofe  intereft  it  rather  was,  that 
her  view  fhould  he  direded  to  that  quarter;  and  Ocza-* 
kow  could  be  no  acquifition  to  Ruflia,  but  for  the  purpofes 
of  defence.  An  alliance  with  RulTia  was  the  moft  natural 
and  the  moft  advantageous  that  we  could  enter  into;  and 
when  he  himfelf  was  in  office,  thr  Emprefs  was  well  inclined 
to  fuch  an  alliance ;  but  th«  healing  balm  of  all  our  errors^ 
the  hope  that  our  firft  efforts  would  effeA  a  peace,  was  de« 
lufive. 
Jrfr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  contended,  that  our  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  Europe  was  a  necefTary  confequence  of  our  defen- 
five  fyflem.  That  attention  we  could  not  give  up,  nor 
^  avoid  interfering,  where  interference  was  neceffary,  without 
rclinguifhing  that  fvftem  entirely.  This  the  right  honour-  . 
able  gentleman  was  obiged  to  admit,  becaufe  he  had  always 
ailmitted  it.  It  was  true  that  we  were  not  called  upon  to 
interfere  on  every  occafion  ;  but  much  of  ihc  right  honour* 
able  gentleman's  doflrine  would  go  to  fay,  that  wc  were  not 
to  interfere  on  any.  The  whole  queftion  then  was,  whether 
the  prefent  was  an  occafion  on  which  We  ought  to  inteifere^ 
and  that  it  was,  he  hoped  he  Ihould  prove  on  the  grounds 
fiated  in  moving  the  Addrefs,  without  taking  up  much  time. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  tri.d  to  alarm  the  Houfe, 
by  arguing  that  the  prefent  interference  would  lead  to  a  per- 
petual interference;  and  for  this  purpofe^  he  conne£)ed  the 
prefent  armament  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  although 
they  were  totally  unconnefted,  both  as  to  caufe  and  to  ob- 
je£l.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that 
our  interference  was  proper  in  the  cafe  of  Holland,  and  the 
fame  principle  which  juftified  that  interference,  would  apply 
equally  to  this.  It  could  not  be  afTerted  that  it  was  either 
unjufl  or  impolitic  to  prevent  the  fituation  of  neighbouring 
powers  from  being  fo  altered  as  to  endanger  our  own  fecu* 
rity.  This  right  was  admitted  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, if  it  a rofe  out  of  a  defen five  alliance;  but  the  fame 
principle  on  which  that  right  arofe,  the  principle  of  felf»pre-» 
fervation,  mufl  apply  to  cafe^i  in  which  there  was  no  defen* 
.  five  alliance.  We  were  bound  by  no  treaty  to  interpoie  in 
the  difputes  of  Holland ;  but,  from  the  ci.rcumftances  of  the 
cafe,  from  the  probability  of  fecuring  a  valuable  ally  to  our- 
felves,  inflead  of  feeing  the  fame  power  irrevocably  attached 
to  our  rival,  we  were  juflified  in  interfering  to  reftore  the 
Government,  and  re  eftablifh  the  authority  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,     C)f  the  right,  then,  there  could  be  no  queftion, 
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and  the  circtimftances  remained  only  to  be  confidered.  If 
it  were  true  that  Pruflia,  by  the  aggrandifement  of  Ruflia, 
muft  be  endangered,  and  confequently  our  defenfive  fyftem 
impaired,  the  circumilances  aiiually  railed  for  our  interfe- 
rence. It  was,  in  this  cai'e,  wife  to  anticipate  the  danger, 
and  to  endeavour  to  prevent  that  from  l?eing  done,  which, 
.when  once  effedled,  could  not  eafily  he  undone,  fo  as  to 
bring  matters  back  to  their  former  fituation.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  inimuated  that  Miniflers  were  bound 
by  ngagements  to  Pruffia,  with  which  the  country  had  no- 
thing to  do,  and  which  Parliament  ought  not  to  fupport* 
He  begged  leave  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  the  infinuation 
was  unfounded,  and  that  Minilters  were  bound  by  no  engage- 
ments to  Pruflia,  but  fuch  as  had  received  the  fanflion  of 
Parliament,  and  by  their  unbiajQed  fenfe  of  the  Britifli  inte- 
reAs.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  given  an  ablt 
detail  of  the  former  conduA  of  Great  Britain  towards  Ruflia, 
to  prove  that  the  prefent  conduct  was  unjufl ;  but  this  was 
rather  a  topic  than  an  argument ;  for  if  it  proved  any  point, 
it  proved  that  when  former  MiniAers  had  been  wrong,  future 
Minifters  were  not  at  liberty  to  purfue  a  different  line  of  con- 
duSti  fo  that  error  once  adopted,  muft  prove  per|>etuaL  Tht 
ilat«  of  affairs  was  not  the  fame  as  now,  at  the  periods  to 
which  he, had  alluded.  1  urkey  was  then  clofe  linked  with 
France,  and  we  had  noreafon  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the 
ally  of  our  rival,  nor  caufe  to  dread  the  aggrandifement  of 
Ruffia.  Admitting,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  what  he 
would  not  admit  in  fa£l,  that  we  ought  to  have  interpofed 
fooner  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that  was  no  reafon  againft. 
our  interpofing  now,  but  rather  an  additional  reafon  for  in* 
terpofing.  But,  had  the  necefiity  been  fo  prcffing  at  any 
former  period  as  it  was  now  become,  or  were*  fuch  confe- 
qaences  to  be  apprehended,  without  a  fpeedy  interference? 
It  was  next  faid,  that  we  had  loft  the  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing Ruflia  to  terms  of  peace,  when  the  Emperor  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  treat.  When  the  Emperor  man^fefted  a  fa- 
vourable difpofition,  would  it  have  been  wife  to  fufpend  the 
negociations  with  him,  at  the  rifle  of  their  being  entirely 
broken  off,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  concurrence  of  Ruflia? 
Pending  our  difpute  with  Spain,  we  were  neither  fo  free  to 
a£l  as  now,  nor  was  the  neceflity  then  fo  urgent;  and  by 
endeavouring  to  combine  two  objedls,  which  had  no  natural 
conneiSlion,  there  was  fome   hazard,   at   leaft,  that  one  of  . ' 

them  might  mifcarry.  But  why,  it  was  afleed,  did  we  dif- 
inifs  our  armament  after  that  difpute  was  concluded  ?  Wc 
had  not  difmiffed  our  armament ;  for  we  had  kept  up  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  of  force  /  but  as  the  feafon  of  the  year 
oiade  it  impofiibLe  to  a£t  forfeveral  months,  we 
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Jkept  upa  force  of  fifty  .ihips  of  the  line,  the  jramber  then  in 
.commiffion ;  becaufe  it  ^ould  have  been  done  to  no  pocpoft;, 
and  the  expence  would,  have;  exceeded  that  of  the  prefent  ar- 
mament. In  the  aggrandifementof  Ruiliay  and  the  depref* 
<£on  of  Turkey,  our  commercial  and  our  pplitical  intereftt 
twere  both  concerned.     Whatever  migfit  have  been  the  fiate 

'  of  the  queftion  wh^n  we  thought  that  we  were  able  to  ftand, 
independentlr  of  alliances,  when  wje-conneded  ourfelves 
with  Holland,  as  a  powerful  naval  ally,  it. was  evident  .that 
we  could  not  retain  that  connexion,  nor  derive  much  benefit  - 
from  it,  without  the  acceffion  of  a  power  pofieffing  a  great 
land  force.  Ruffia,  .however  favourably  flie  might  have 
been  difpofed  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  in 
office,  although  no  proofs  of  fuch  a  difpofixion  had  appeared 
fince,  was  not  inclined  to  accede  to  our  alliance  with  Hoi* 
land;  and  if  inclined,  could  not  have  afforded  the  iieceflary 

'  prote<5lion.  We  then  contraded  engagements  with  Prufia, 
by  virtue  of  which  it  was  our  intereft  to  take  care  that  no 
change  of  circumflances,  to  the  detriment  of  Pruilia,  fhould 
occur ;  and  were  it  in  our  power  to  reftrain  the  ftep&  by 
which  we  had  contra£bd  thofe  engagements,  whatever  er* 
rors  might  be  difcovered  in  the  detail,  we  could  find  oo  ai* 
liance  more  advantageous  than  that  of  Pruilia.  Was  it, 
then,  a  matter  of  no  political  importance,  that  ,a  change 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  take  place  in  the  ftate  of  Europe,  which 
would  eventually  prevent  Pruffia  from  rendering  us  thofe 
fervices  which  we  had  hitherto  derived  from  the  connexion  ? 
If  Ruffia  {hould  triumph  over  the  Porte,  then  the  fituation 
of  Pruffia  would  be  totally  inverted,  and  inftead  of  protedl- 
ing  the  Dutch  frontier,  his  utmoft  exertions  would  be  requi- 
site to  cover  his  own.  Would  any  man  imagine,  that  the 
aggrandifement  of  Ruffia  would  not  materially  aSe£t  the  dilr 
pofition  of  other  Powers  ?  that  it  might  not  produce  an  al- 
teration in  Poland,  highly  dangerous  to  Pruffia  ?  Was  it, 
then,  to  be  faid,  that  we  had  no  concern  in  the  terms  of  pa- 
cification between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte  ?  •  Many  articles,  the 
materials  of  manufaSure,  we  received  from  Ruffia;  but  of 
thefe  articles  many  could  be  obtained  from  other  countries; 
from  Poland,  for  inftance;  and  therefore  we  had  a  commer^ 
cial  intereft  in  cultivating  a  trade  with  Poland,  and  prevent- 
ing Ruffia  from  obtaining  fuch  a  decided  command  of  the 
articles  we  wanted,  as  to  give  or  withhold  them  at  her  plea- 
fure.  On  thefe  grounds,  he  truftedthat  the  Hou(e  would 
perceive  that  the  policy  of  interpofing  was  as  clear  as  the 
juflice  was  indubitable.  But  he  was  tohl  that  the  Houfe  was 
called  upon  to  fandion  the  meafure  on  that  fort  of  blind  con* 
fidenceof  which  the  country  already  had  caufe  to  repent* 
Confidence^  in  order  to  iinpart  vigour  and  efficiency  to  Go** 
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Yemmenty  muft  be  given  to  thofe  ia  whofe  bands  the  Ad« 
miniftration  was  entrufted ;  ]ike  every  other  exercife  of  dif* 
cretion,  it  had  its  bounds,  and  was  neither  unconititutional 
nor  degrading  to  thofe  who  gave  it.  If,  as  an  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  he  had  feen  no  application  to  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  Minifters  in  fourteen  years,  it  was  either  a  ^oof 
that  Minifters  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  material  faults  ia 
that  period,  or  that  Parliament  had  not  been  very  diligent  to 
mark  them.  He  claimed  only  the  fame  degree  of  confidence/ 
which  had  been  granted  to  all  his  predeceuors  in  office;  and 
^vhenever  the  condu£t  of  a  Miniiler  was  difapproved  of,  he 
trufied  that  the  difpleafure  of  Parliament  would  operate  ei- 
ther to  etk€t  his  difmiffion,  or  bring  him  to  punifliment» 
Yet,  even  with  thcfe  fentiments,  he  felt  himfelf  warranted 
in  contending}  that  there  was  a  degree  of  confidence  fo  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  very  being  and  fupport  of  the  executive  Go- 
Ternment,  that  it  would  prove  criminal  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  as  it  might  be  thelaft  time  that  MnBorki^ 
lie  fiiould  have  an  Opportunity  of  delivering  his  fentiments 
on  a  fimilar  quelTion,  he  could  not  refrain  from  ofiering  a 
few  remarks  to  the  Houfe. 

He  contended  that  there  were  two  points  which  arofe  otit 
of  the  debate ;  and  that  the  firft,  the  queiiion  of  refponfibi- 
lity  in  His  MajeflyVMinifters,  was  equally  novel  as  the  other 
which  followed. 

The  fecond  point  was  extremely  new,  and  contrary  to  all 
the  politics  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  either  ancient  or 
modern,  to  brine;  the  Turkifh  empire  into  the  confideration 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  Having  combated  what 
he  thought  an  .unqualified  degree  of  confidence  placed  in  the 
prefent  Minifier,  Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  fliew  the  impolicy 
and  danger  of  this  country  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  the  Otto- 
mans* There  were,  he  faid,  introduced  into  this  novel  di- 
plomatic fyfiera,  certain  auxiliary  principles  of  alliance^ 
which  bound  us  to  fupport  our  allies  againft  the  Emprefs,  in 
whatever  quarrel  (he  may  be  involved,  though  contrary  to 
the  manifeft  principles  of  the  treaty  with  our  allies,  and 
which  on  our  part  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war.  If 
this  were  the  cafe,  there  was  an  end  to  the  independence  of 
Ruffia,  as  it  was  an  encouragement  to  other  countries  to 
harafsi  and  declare  hofiilities  againft  her,  (hould  (he  pro- 
ceed to  war  againft  any  of  thofe  Powers  which  would  b« 
prompted,  on  thefe  con fiderat ions,  to  invade  her  territories. 
This  was,  in  fad,  a  declaration  that  the  Emprefs  had  not 
power  to  defend  her  own  territories.  It  was  a  menace,  that 
carried  with  it,  on  the  part  of  this  country,  the  moft  bold, 
infolent,  and  daring  language^  that  ever  was  ufed  from  one 
Independent  country  to  another.     Subje^ion  always  include4 
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i^  its  idcaprotc6lion ;  but  here  the  principle  w:j8  revcrfed;for 
England  had  declared  that  Ruflia  (hall  be  dependent,  and  fiill 
.vnprotefled.     The  queftion  was  not  whether  fliie  .fliould  or 
inot  diimember  Turkey,  but  whether  fiie  Oiould  poflefs  -her- 
felfof  Oczakow  or  hot;  we  have  declared  war  on  this  prin- 
cipltonly.     Mn  Burke  afked  the  Houfe  if,  when  Ruffia  was 
jn  fad  at  the  gates  of  Conftantinople,  if  the  Turks  could 
require  more  than  that  we  fhould  preferve  their  capital,   and 
procure  for  them  a  reftoration  of  numerous  places  which  had 
furrendered  to  the  vi6torious  arms  of  the  Emprefs.     If  we 
had  done  thus  much,  did  we  not  do  all  that  our  ally,  ip 
confederacy  with  her  allies,  could  demand  )     In  fuch  a  cafe, 
would  not  the  Grand  Prophet  offer  up  prayers  in  his  mofque, 
complimentary  to  the  infidels  who   faved  their  metropolis. 
When  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  had  made  thefe  facrifices,  wbic^ 
Ihe  feemed  willing  to  make,  (he   condcfcended  to  do  more 
than  ever  a  viSoripus  Prince  or  Princefs  condcfcended  tp 
iubmit  to  in  her  fituation.     When  the  alliance  was  made  with 
rruifia  and  Holland,  it  was  never  fuppofcd  that  it  was  for  thp 
purpofe  of  preferving  the  general  balance  of  powen     There 
were  oiher  views,  and  thefe  were,  that  the  Emprefs  fhould 
pot  have  any  territory  or  holding  on  the  hanks  of  the  Danube 
and  the  Borifthenes,     Was  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ever  diftin- 
guifhed  by  any  fuch  confiderations  ?  No.    He  was  aftoni(bed 
to  fee  fuch  a  fyftem  adopted,  as  perverted  the  intention  of 
keeping  all  favageand  Uficivilized  nations  from  over-running 
the  countries  of  Europe.     To  carry  the  Pruffian  alliance  to 
this  length   was,  In  faO^,  eflablifhing  an  anti-Crufade.     It 
was  to  overcome  the  Emprefs  and  Hungary,  whofe  progref^ 
in  religion  and  humanity,    within  the  laft  century,    wer^ 
pbje£ls  of  admiration,  and  (hould  be  nourifhed  by  every  de- 
icription  of  people  who  had  any  pretenfions  to  civilizl^tioa 
or  philanthropy.    The  treaty,  he  iniifted,  pledged  pofterity 
to  trample  them,  inftead  of  thofe  morofe  favages  who  were 
the  enemies  of  religion,  and  undeferving  the  protedion  of  z 
civilized  nation.     What  was  the  real  idate  of  the  queftioni 
Merely  to  plunge  ourfelves  into  an  immoderate  expence,  to 
reduce  theChriillan  nations  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  tQ 
the  yoke  of  the  infidels,  and  make  them   the  mtferable  vic- 
tims to  thefe  inhuman  favages ;    if  we  aft  in  this  wanton 
manner  againft  the  Eir.pre^'s  cf  ilufEa,  is  it  not  rational  to 
fuppofe  that  her  vengeance  will  operate  againft  us,  when  we 
ir.ay  leafl  fuopofe  it,  vv;hen  the  confequence  may  he  fatal^j 
•  gnd  another  armament  requir  yl  to  repel  her  vengeance  ? 
Xhe  Houfe,  at  length,  divided  ;  and  the  numbers  were^ 
For  the  amendment,  135;  Againft  It,  228, 
I  M^jprity,  93, 

I  Th« 
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The  queftion  on  the  Addrefs^  as  originally  moved)  Wtls 
then  put,  and  carried* 
The  Hottfe  adjourned. 

fFednefidy^   jptb  March* 

Mr.  Poivys  obfervedf  that  as  an   idea  h:ld  i^revliled  that     Mf. 
beither  Great  Britain,  liot  the  reft  of  Europe,  prodoced  a   Powyt* 
Sufficient  quantity  of  corn  f  r  their  own  confumption,  he 
wiflied  to  afceitain  the  grounds  upon  which  fuch  a  fuppofitiod 
^as  founded,  and  for  that  purpofe  would  apply  for  certain 
t>apers*    He  therefore  moved,  * 

«<  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty^ 
*'  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dire£tions  that 
**  there  be  hid  before  this  Houfe^  copies  of  information  re* 
**  ceived  by  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  appointed  for 
•*  the  conUderation  of  all  matters  relative  to  trade  and  fo-  ' 
*<  reign  plantations,  concerning  the  prefent  (late  of  agricul- 
•*  ture  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.** 

Mr»  Ryder  contended,  that  the  Prtvy  Council  could  not     Mr; 
giY^fuch  information,  without  material  inconvenience*  Kfdcf* 

The  motion  was  negatived,    . 

Lord  Couttown,  in  obedience  to  His  Majeily^s  commands, 
made  the  following  report  of  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe : 

"  The  addrefs  of  this  Houfe  of  Tuefday,  has  been  prefent* 

*<  ed  to  His  Majefiy,  and  His  Majefly  has  commanded  me 

^  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  His  Majefly  receives  with 

'  **  gi^s^t  fatisfa£lion  the  aflurance  of  the  readinefs  to  make 

«(  good  fuch  expence  as  may  be  neceflary  at  the  prefent  juno* 


ture.** 


The  Houfe  adjourned* 

Thtr/dtty,  ^iJtMdr^b. 
Kg  material  debate  occurred* 

Friday^    \fi /fyriU 

Mr.  Powys  moved  for  copies  of  all  papers  laid  before  the 
Privy  Council,  refpefling  the  average  prices  of  grain  in  Ire- 
land^ Quebec^  America,  and  Europe,  with  the  expences  oi 
importation  from  the  feveral  places*  \^ 

Mr.  kyder  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentle-  ^f^ 
man,  that  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  did  not  go  to  alter  for-  I^jd^r. 
oaer  corn  laws,  but  to  arrange  them  into  a  permanent  fyftem^ 
and  therefore  he* certainly  tlld  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  lay 
any  extraordinary  information  before  the  Houfe.  It  wai 
true,  that  the  Privy  Council  had  collefled  information  on  the 
fubjeAs  flated  id  the  motion,  but  that  information  was  in- 
complete,   and  could  afibrd  but  little  fatisfaftion  to  the    Ic 

U  a  HoMfe; 
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Houfe  }  he  could  not,  therefore,  agree  to  ttie  motion.  There 
was  a  mode  eftabliflied  by  law  for  colleding  the  average  prices 
of  comtfor  Ireland;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  pleafed^ 
he  might  move  for  copies  of  thofe  averages  for  any  period  lit 
thought  proper. 
Mn  ^£.  Pewys  contended  that  the  bill,  if  not  to  alter,  was  to 

F©wyi.  confolidate,  and  make  permanent  the  former  corn  laws ;  a 
meafure  furely  of  To'  much  importancei  as  to  render  every 
poffible  degree  of  information  neceffary.  In  the  reprefentation 
from  the  Privy  Council,  many  points  were  ftated  as  hStt 
which  required  proof,  and  the  Houfe  ought  at  lead  to  have 
before  them  all  the  information  of  which  the  Privy,  Council 
was  in  pofleffion. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Trades  Houfe 

Sheridaa*  of  Glafgow,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  the 
claufes  that  refpedl  Scotland.  He  wiJhed  to  be  informed^ 
whether  it  was  meant  to  alter  the  claufes  complained  of;  ^^ 
caufe  he  underftood  fuch  an  intimation  had  been  given  to 
the  petitioners  by  the  promoters  of  the  bill.  If  thofe  claims 
were  not  altered,  he  ihould  have  to  prefent  a  petition againA 
them,  figned  by  more  than.twenty  thoufand  perfons. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committes. 
on  the  bill,  with  an  inftru£^ion  that  the  petitioners  be  heard 
by  counfeL 

The  Earl  of  Gary sfort,  frort  the  Seled^ Committee,  who 
were  appointed  to  try  and  determine -the  merits  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Sir  James  Johnftone,  Bart*  complaining  of  an  undue 
eleAion  and  return  for  the  diftrift  of  boroughs  in  Scotland  of 
Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  Annen,  Lochmabon,  and  San- 
quhar, informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  fM  SdtSt  Committice 
have  determined. 

That  Patrick  Millar,  junior,  Efq.  is  duly  ele^ed  a  Coat* 
niiffioner  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
roughs* 

And  alfo,  That  the  petition  of  the  (aid  Sir  James  Johnftone^ 
Bart,  did  not  appear  to  th^-il^d  Seleft  Committee  to  be  frU 
Tolou^  or  vexatious. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  themfettes  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Catholic  Diilenters  bill,  Lord  Beauchamp  took  the 
chair;   and  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  fourt^ 
claufe, 
Mr*  Mr.  Mitford  obferved,   that  having  a,  variety  of  new 

Mitlbrd*  claufes  to  move»  which  could  not  be  coaventently  debated 
till  tbey  were  before  the  Houfe 'in  a  conneAed  form,  he 
ihouid,  therefore,  propofe  to  adopt  them  in  the  Committee, 
without  debate,  and  to  order  the  bill  to  be  reprinted  with  the 
WicndmeotS)  and  re^committcd  on  a  future  daj* , 
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Tlic  Mafier  rftbe  Rolls  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any  other  Matter  of 
gentleman  had  ameodments  to  propofe,  it  would  be  proper  to  theRolU^ 
move  and  adopt  them  on  the  prefent  occafioo,  as  far  as  that 
could  be  done  without  debate,  that  the  Houfe»  on  the  re- 
commitment, might  have  as  much  of  the  whole  before  them 
as  pofllble* 

^    Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  had  an  alteration  to  propofe  in  the  Mr.  Fm^ 
oath,  and  that  he  wi(hed  to  know  whether  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  introduce  it  immediately,  or  to  wait  for  the  re-commit* 
ment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Mitford  anfwered,  that  the  oath  had  been  agreed  to  as     Mn 
it  now  ftood,  by  the  perfons  whom  the  hill  was  intended  to  Mitfor4^ 
relieve,  and   that  he  had  no  authority  to  make  any  alter 
ration. 

Mr.  Fox  rejoined,  that  the  alteration  was  fuggefted  to  him  Mr.  Fot* 
by  fome  of  the  perfons  intereAed  in  the  bill,  and  related  to 
that  part  of  the  oath  which  difavows  the  authority  of  ordi- 
nances or  decrees  of  Councils,  to  abfolve  from  any  allegiance 
to  the  King  and  Government,  and  from  the  obligations  of 
an  oath.  He  next  read  the  propofed  amendnxent,  the  fpirit 
of  which  was  univerfally  approved  ;  and  after  fome  obfer- 
Vations  on  the  mode  of  wording  it,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Mafler 
of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Mitford,  and  Mr.  I.  H.  Browne,  Mr. 
Fox  obferved,  the  words  were  not  of  his  chuGng,  neither 
did  he  think  them  the  moft  proper,  but  they  were  the  words 
of  thofe  who  were  to  take  the  oath ;  and  as  the  obligation  of 
them  was  admitted  to4>e  complete,  he  (hould  prefer  tbem>  on 
that  account,  to  any  other. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///,  adverting  to  that  part  of  the  oath  Mr.  Pitt* 
which  declares,  <*  That  no  perfon  can  be  abfolved  from  any 
"  £n,  nor  afiy  fin  whatever  be  forgiven,  without  forrow  for 
^  paft  ofiences,  and  refolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,'*  here 
remarked,  tliat  the  Houfe,  as  a  legiflative  Ailembly,  might 
very  properly  exad  a  declaration,  that  no  man  can  be  ab- 
folved from  moral  obligation  and  obedience  to  the  law  ;  but 
it  was  totally  beyond  tneir  province  to.  require  a  declaration 
concerning  points  of  dodrine  which  included  the  forgivenefs 
of  fins. 

The  propriety  of  thit  amendment  was  alfo  admitted, 

Mr.  Mitford*s  daufes  were  feverally  brought   up^  and 
agreed  to,  fro  forma. 

Mr.  Fox  next  remarked,  that  there  were  feveral  alterations  Mr«  Fox^ 
either  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  in  the  bill,  to  which 
he  now  gave  notice  that  lie  could  not  agree,  and  which  hQ 
(hould  certainly  oppofe,  although  not  perhaps  to  the  extent 
of  taking  tl|^  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  them.  It  was  meant, 
ht  «nderftood|  to  change  the  name,  by  which  P^tfons  |^^j^[e 
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the  benefit  of  the  bill,  were  to  he  diftinguiflied.  Why  anf  ' 
obje£lion  Ihould  be  made  againft  perfons  calling  themfelvei 
Catholic  Diflentersy  who  thought  that  the  name  was  appli* 
cab!e  to  their  fituation,  h^  could  not  comprehend.  Thej 
had  long  been  called  by  the  name  of  Papifts  in  this  country  ; 
.  .  but  we  had  alfo  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  them  traitors  and 
murderers,  with  perhaps  as  much  juftice.  Papift  was  an  in^ 
vidious  name;  and  he  need  hardly  fay,  in  an  afTembly  ot 
veil  informed  men,  by  no  means  applicable,  in  its  ftri<^ 
fenfe,  to  the  Englifli  Roman  Catholics:  as  fuch^  it  ought 
»*  not  to  be  continued.    It  was  alfo  intended  to  prevent  perfons 

taking  the  bene£t  of  the  adl,  from  exercifing  any  patronage^ 
which,  in  right  of  their  property,  they  might  poilefs,  6r 
prefent  to. any  livings  in  the  church.  This  he  thought  not 
only  invidious  and  unjuft,  but  abfurd,  inafniuch  as  that 
which  was  thought  a  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  Government^ 
ought  to  be  deemed  J  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  Church.  The 
clauie  in  the  bill,  which  denied  the  benefit  of  it  to  any  per-- 
fon  who  Ihall  fpeak  or  write  againft  the  do(Strine  of  the  Tri- 
nity, was  fuch  as  ought  never  to  have  been  admitted  into 
any  bill;  and  the  admifSon  of  it  into  this  was  peculiarly 
improper,  finrce  it  was  never  imagined,  but  that  Roman  Ca- 
tholics were  fufficiently  Trinitarian  to  fatisfy  the  moft  ortho*. 
dox  Divine  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Mr.  Mr.  Martin  remarlied,  that  it  would  give  him  concern  if 

Martin,  thedaufe  Were  rerafned  in  the  bill.     He  (hould  feel  himfelf 
humbled  in  his'opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  which  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber, and  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  unlefs  it  were  re* 
.     jecSed. 
Mr.  Mr.  ATitford  anfwered,  that  he  could  affure  the  honourable 

l^litford.  gentleman,  that  the  change  of  name  was  introduced  by  the 
defi re  of  the  perfons  for  whofe  relief  the  bill   was  intendeds 
The  article  refpe6ting  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity  was  pre- 
ferved,  becafufe  it  was  found  in  the  AS  of  Toleration,  and 
he  intended  to  have  left  it  out,  for  tlie  fake  of  avoiding  dit> 
cufilioh. 
Mr.  Fox.      Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  as  far  as  that  argument  went,  he  re- 
joiced that  the  claufe  had  been  introduced,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  a  fubjeft  which  ought  to  be  difcufled. 
Mr.  Kit.  .     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  acknowledged,  that  to  allow  perfons 
taking  the  benefit  of  the  bill  to  exercife  Church  patronage, 
was  a  point  to  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  his  af* 
fent. 
Matter  o£       The  Afq/l^r  of  the  Rolls  ohfevveAy  notforthd  fake  ofim- 
ihtRoiU.  mediate  debate,  but  of  future  confideration,  that  to  declare 
that  perfons  taking  the  oath,  contained  in  the  bill,  (hould 
not  he  confidered  as  Papifts,  would  go  a  much  greater  length 
than  it  was  meant  by  th6  bill  to  go.  "  ^^^i^ 
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The  Cluinnan  left  the  chair,  the  report  was  brought  U{>, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  farther  conddered  on  the  eni'uing 

Ffidaj. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday^  4ih  Aprih 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  purfuank  to  their    * 
order  to  htm  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  he  hsid,  on  Thurf* 
^y  the  31ft  of  March  laft,  fignified  by  Y^riting  to  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft  In« 
dies,  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  tlie  (aid  25th  of  March, 

Mr.  Henry  Hobart  reported  froin  the  Committee  who  wer^ 
appointed  to  examine  the  lifts  of  nine  perfons'  names  to  be 
the  Sele£l  Committee,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  examine  and 
^e  the  feveral  accounts,  and  other  papers  prefented  to  thtt 
Houie  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  r^U^ing  to  the  publio 
income  anil  expenditure,  and  to  report  to  the  Houfe  what 
has  been  the  whole  amount  of  the  public  income  and  expen- 
dftare  daring  the  laft  five  years,  and  what  n^iy  be  expefled 
to  be  the  annual  amount  thereof  in  future,  and  alfo  what 
akeratton  has  taken  place  in  tlie  anK>unt  of  the  public  debt 
iioce  the  5th  day  of  January,  1786,  and  to  report  to  th(9 
Boufe  open  which  nine  perfons  the  majority  fell;  that  tho 
Committee  had  examined  the  lifts  accordingly,  and  founds 
that  the  majority  had  fallen  upon  the  following  perfons,  vis* 
VVilham  HJufley,  Efq.,  William  Pulteney,  Efq.,  Sir  Thomaa 
Charles  Bunbucy,  Bart.,  Samuel  Thornton,  Efq.,  the  right 
honourable  Dudley  Ryder,  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Efq.,  An- 
drew Stuart,  Efq.,  John  Sargent,  Efq.,  and  Matthew  Moaip 
t:^Q,  Efq. ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  after* 
wards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table^  where  the  fame  was  read* 

Mr.  Henry  Hobart,  from  the  Sele£l  Committee,  who  we79 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
George  Tierney,  Efq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  eledion  and 
L  return  for  the  borough  of  Colchefter,  in  the  county  of  Effex, 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  faid  Sele^  Committee  have 
determined. 

That  George  Jackfon,  Efq.  is  duly  eleded  a  Burgefs  to 
iervein  this.pretent  Parliament  for  tlie  faid  borough  of  CoU 
ichefter. 

That  Robert  Thornton,  Efq.  is  duly  eleSled  a  Burgefs  t<t 
jferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Col- 
heftcr; 
And  that  the  petition  of  the  faid  George  Tierney,  Efq.,' 
far  as  refpe<5ls  the  faid  George  Jackfon,  Efq.,  did  appear 
the  faid  Sele£l  Committee*to  be  n-ivolous  and  vexatious ; 
And  alfo,  that  the  petition  of  the  faid  C«eorge  Tierney, 
'<)•>  fo  far  ^  refpe^s  the  fj^ij;!  Robert  Thorntou,  Efq»,  did 
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Kppear  to  the  faid  Seledl  Committee  to  be  frivolous  and 
vexatious. 

The  following  accounts  were>  upon  motion^  ordered  t» 
he  laid  t)efore  the  Houfe  : 

!•  "  An  account  of  the  number  of  veflels,  with  their  ton- 
^  nage.  which  have  arrived  from  Ruflia  in  the  feveral  ports 
**  of  (jreat  Britain  ;  and  alfoof  theveflels,  with  their  ton- 
^*  nage,  which  have  cleared  out  from  Gre^t  Britain  to  Ruf- 
<<  fia  during  thelaftten  years*,  diftinguifliing  the  Britifhfroai 
«  the  foreign.** 

2.  "  An  account  of  the  feveral  articles  imported  from 
"  Ruffia  into  Great  Britain,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1789, 
<<  to  the  5th  of  January,  1790." 

3.  "  An  account  of  the  export  to  Ruflia  from  Great  Bri- 
**  tain,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1780,  to  the  5th  of  J»* 
"  nuary,  1790,  diftinguifhing  Britim  from  foreign  goods.** 

4«  "  An  accoifnt  or  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Great 
^*  Britain  from  Ruflia,  during  the  laft  five  years,  and  the 
'*  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  Ruf&a  during  the  fame  pe- 
«  riod."  ' 
Mr.Burke      Mr.  Burie  obferved  that,  probably,  the  Houfe  would  he 
furprifcd  not  to  difcover,  when  he  informed  them  that  he 
muft  beg  leave  to  prefent  a  paper  to  them  concerning  an 
Eafl-India  fubjed,  that,  ftrange  to  tell,  it  was  not  an  im- 
peachment, but,  what  was  flill  more  flrange,  a  petition  from 
a  perfon  who  had  been  long  in  tlie  fervice  of  the  Eafl-India 
Company,  and  yet  was  miferably  poor.     It  was  the  petition 
of  Jofeph  Fowke^  who  held,  during  56  years,  an  employment 
under  the  Company  in  India,  which,  added  to  the  length  of 
his  father*s  fervices,  made  up  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  Ax 
years,  and,  at  the  age  of  72  years,  he  found  himfelf  in  great 
indigence.     According  to  a  refolution  folemuly  entered  into 
fome  years  ago  by  the  Court  of.  Diredlors,  it  had  been  for- 
mally fignified  to  the  Company's  fervants  in  India,  that  if 
any  of  them,  after  a  certain  period  of  fervices  in  India, 
fhoulddefire  to  return  home,  they  might  be  permitted  to  do 
fo,  and  in  cafe,  upon  oath  made  of  the  fortunes  they  returned 
with,  it  fhould  appear  that  they  were  not  worth  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  the  Company  agreed  to  make  their  income  up  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  400I.  as  an  annuity.     Mn  Fowke,  by  the 
permiffion  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  had  returned  home  fronn  Iiis 
flation  of  Senior  Private  Merchant,  about  fourteen  months 
Once;  he  had  made  the  requifite  oath  as  to  his  fortune,   and 
fworn,  that  fo  far  from  being  in  poffeilion  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  his  circumflances  were  fo  flraitened,  that  he  had 
.  not  much  more  thar^  forty  pounds  a  year  to  live"  upon.      Hi» 
cafehac)  been  regularly  laid  before  the  Court  of  DireSors, 
who  had,  neverthelefs^  refufed  to  grant  him  any  relief  ;   un- 

le& 
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lefs  it  could  be  called  relief  that  thejr  had  intimated  to  him» 
that  he  had  their  permiflion  to  return  by  the  firft  of  the 
Company^s  fhips,  and  refume  his  (lation  in  India.  It  was 
very  natural  for  a  man,  at  the  age  of  feventy-two,  to  wilh 
to  remain  in  his  native  country^  and  await  that  perfonal  in* 
firmity  which  had  fince  actually  befallen  him.  PalGed, 
therefore,  as  Mr  Fowke  was,  and  not  having  any  reafonable 
expe6^ation  of  a  long  remainder  of  life,  it  was  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  in  his  74th  year,  he  fiiould  not  be  willing  to 
undertake  another  voyage  to  India,  in  order  to  begin  the 
world  again :  and  upon  thefe  grounds,  the  petitioner,  Mr. 
Burke  faid,  came  to  the  Houfe  for  fome  relief  under  fuch 
circumftances  of  diftrefs  and  misfortune  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  ultimately  of  oppreflion  and  injuflice.  Mr.  Burke  add- 
ed, that  he  knew  not  how  the  Houfe  could  regularly  inter- 
fere and  take  cognizance  of  the  grievance  alledged  in  the  pe- 
tition, but  if  they  had  the  power,  fure  he  was,  that  it  was 
their  bounden  duty  to  proteft  every  perfon  employed  under 
the  Government  of  the  country,  whether  by  direft  commif- 
fion,  or  through  the  medium  of  the  appointment  of  theEaft- 
India  Company.  Mr.  Burke,  in  conclufion,  declared,  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  pledge  himfclf  for  the  fafls  which  he 
had  mentioned  as  the  grounds  of  the  petition ;  the  Company 
might  poffibly  have  good  reafons  to  ajledge  in  juftification  of 
tlieir  condufl  ;  and  therefore,  in  order  that  the  truth  of  the 
cafe  might  be  afcertained,  and  fubftantial  juftice  be  done  to 
all  parties,  after  the  petition  had  been  brought  up  and  read, 
I^(hould  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  enquire 
and  report  to  the  Houfe. 

The  petition  was  prefented  and  read.  The  allegations  of 
it  fupported  the  fa£ls  ftated  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  in  particular 
laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  hardfhip  the  petitioner  was  obliged  to 
undergo,  by  means  of  having  been  compelled  to  difclofehis 
.  ftraitened  cirqumftances  upon  oath,  if  the  Company  did  nol: 
intend  to  grant  him  the  relief  of  the  ufual  annuity  in  cafes  of 
{Imilar  diftrefs  in  other  fervants  of  the  Company,  who  had 
returned  home  upon  the  faith  of  the  Company's  folemn  re- 
folution  and  declaration  to  theeiFeS  ftated. 

Mr.  Piti  (Member  for  Gloucerter)propofed  deferring  any  Mr.  Pitt, 
jnveftigation  of  the  petition,  until  the  Chairman  of  the  Eaft- 
India Company  ihould  be  prefent  in  his  place.  ^ 

Mr.  Burke  anfwered,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Commit-  Mr.Burki 
tee  to  enquire  into  the  merits,  did  not  tend  at  all  to  prtjudice 
the  Diredors,  and  that  he  had  already  fignified  the  nature  of 
the  petition  to  feveral  of  the  Diredtors  who  were  Members 
of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.   Alderman  Le  Mefurler  (the  only  Dire6lor  of  the  Vr  L 
Eaft-India  Company  prefent)  ohferved,  that  not  having  had  Mc{\ir 
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the  honour  of  being  in  the  dlredlion  at  the  time,  when  the 
cafc  of  tlie  petitioner  was  under  the  confideraiion  of  the  Di- 
Te£kk>r>.  he  could  only  fpeaK.  upon  the  fubjeck  from  the  in- 
fl  iinaiion  of  others,  who  were  in  the  Direction  at  the  period 
inv]ueftion;  but  from  wimt. he  had  heard,  he  conceived  that 
h\s  brother  I vireaors  could  aflign  the  moft  juftifiable  reafon? 
foril;Lii  i.oiidiicc*  He  thought  it  ri'ghL,  however,  to  flatd^^ 
to  the  Houfe,  that  \u.  Fowke  ivas  not  in  a  fituation  of  pref- 
lin^  diftrel's  ;  if  he  had  not  a  fortune  himfelf,  his  fon  was  in 
aui  affluent  iiuiaiion,  ar.d  iec  underftood  thst,  much  to  hfs 
credit,  he  made  hi.  father  a  very  liberal  allowance.  He 
ineniio.'fd  this  nierely  to  let  the  Houfe  feel  that  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Fowke  was  not  lo  tar  pitiable  as  that  he  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a  perfon  in  a  fituation  of  pinching  penury.— 
The  Alderman  added,  that  moft  undoubted! v  what  he  had 
ftated,  did  not  alter  the  juflice  of  the  cafe.  With  regard  to 
that,  the  Houfe  would  neceffarily  proceed  as  the  circumftances 
to  be  ftated  jn  the  report  of  the  Committee  fhould  render  pror 
per;  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  tie  general  inclination  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  petition  ftiould  be  referred  to  the  confide- 
l-aiiofi  of  a  Committee^  he  had  not,  for  one,  the  fmalleil:  ob- 
je&ion.  The  Alderman,  however,  obferved,  that  tlie  Court 
of  Diredlors  were  at  prefent  full  of  bufmefs;  and  the  Houfe 
,yvould  huve  their  table  covered  with  frivolous  petitions, 
Ihould  they  difcover  a  difpofition  to  encourage  the  picfenr 
tation  of  fuch  as  might  be  offered  by  the  corapiainii>g  part  of 
the  Company's  fervants. 
MjT.Burke  Mr.  Bufke  remarked,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
taken  a  curious  ground  of  defence  for  the  Court  of  Dired^ors, 
and  very  well  accounted  for  unaccountable  things,  and  af- 
fjgned  the  heft  of  all  poflTible  reafons  for  faying  nothing,  I>er 
csLufi^  ht  had  nothing  to  fay.  What  had  been  the  honourable 
gentleman's  argument  agan^ficntertainir 5;  petitions  complain- 
ing of  grievances  ?  but  fhat  the  countenancing  one  ftatement 
of  a  grievance  would  occafion  the  introdudtion  of  others. 
Could  there  be  a  better  argur.*..!!-  to  encourage  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  countenance  petitiotis  of  that  nature,  than  the 
broadly  ftating,  tha^  tf  they  liftened  to  one  complaint  of  a 
grievance,  they  would  be  called  on  to  liften  to  others  that 
would  not  otherwife  have  been  brought  forward  ?  In  arguing 
that  Mr.  Fowke,  though  poor  himTIf,  had  a  wealthy  fon, 
%vho  made  liim  a  Jibeial  4)iovif]'.)n,  the  honourable  Member 
had  completely  opt  ned  ti.e policy  of  the  I  aJt-India  Company 
and  their  Board  of  Direftors.     If  brothers  were  a£Fe£lionate, 

{►arenas  tender,  cliildren  pious,  and  friends  kind,  the  Eaft- 
ndia  Company  were  to  do  nothing ;  they  looked  upon  them* 
felvcs  as  abfolved  from  ail  pledge  of  their  public  faith,  and 
free  from  every  engagement.    .  After  putting  this  iii  the 

,  flrongeft 
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flrongeft  point  of  view,  Mr.  Burke  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Larkin,  and  faid  fomething  refpeSing  that  gentleman,  which 
we  did  not  corredlly  underftand. 

Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurier  declared,^ that  he  faw  no  rea-  Mr., Aid, 
fon  whatever  to  have  rendered  it  neceflary  for  the  right  ho-  Le  Mefu- 
nourable  gentleman  to  anfwer  his  arguments  in  terms  fo  ex-"*^* 
trf*mely  fevere.     He  was  not  ready,  on  the  part  of  the  Direc- 
tors, if  a  man  had  a  good  brother,  a  tender  parent,  or  a  du-^ 
tiful  fon,  to  aflign  that  as  a  reafon  for  denying  himjullice, 
nor  had  he  faid  any  thing  which  amounted  to  fuch  an  argu- 
ment.    With  regard  to  his  private  characSler,  he  trufted  it 
was  as  little  liable  to  impeachment  on  the  fcore  of  want  of 
benevolence,  humanity,  or  philanthropy,  as  that  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other  honourable  gentleman 
in  that  Houfe;  and  he  could  not  recolleft  a  fy liable  of  his 
fortner  fpcech  which  wai ranted  fuch  an  attack  as  the  right 
lionourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  make  againft 
him. 

The  Speaker  put  the  queftion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  5«ri&^  then  named  his  Committee,  and,  before  he  fat  Mr. Buriue 
down,  took  an  opportunity  of  declaring  that  he  never  .had 
Jefs  thought  of  impeaching  the  private  charafler  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  than  in  what  he  had  faid  before ;  indeed 
he  had  no  intention  of  criminating  any  one  of  the  Direc- 
tors. 

The  xifual  orders  for  giving  the  cuftomary  powers  to  the 
Committee  were  made. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  oh  the 
re-commitment  of  the  Corn  bill,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Bramfton  took  his  feat  at  the  table.  The  Commit- 
tee then  proceeded  to  debate  the  feveral  claulcs,  and  Mr. 
Ryder,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  other  gentlemen,  prcpofed  dif- 
ferent amendments. 

1  he  firft  point  debated  was,  whether  the  exportation 
price  (hould  be  46s.  or  48s. ;  in  the  difcuffion  of  which,  Mr. 
Ryder,  Lord  Sheffield,  Mr.' Pitt,  Mr.  Powys,  and  many- 
different  Members,  took  part.  At  length,  the  Committee 
called  for  d  diviCon,  but  it  was  afterwards  agreed  to  take  it 
on  the  difcuffion  of  the  table  of  prices. 

Each  claufe  occafioned  a  difcuffion,  and  a  divifion  took 
place  upon  that  which  confifcates  the  fhip  or  veflel,  on  hoard 
of  which  a  certain  quantity  of  grain  or  meal  ihall  be  founds 
when  not  exportable. 

Infteadof  this  claufe,  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  propofed  a  pe- 
nalty of  treble  the  value  of  the  com,  and  a  penalty  upon  the 
tonnage,  at  the  rate  of  lool.  for  lOO  tons  meafurement  of 
the  ihip  or  veffel  in  which  fuch  corn  of  meal  fliould  be  found. 
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Lord  Lord  Sbfjield :krg}iei  againft  the  original  claiife,  and  having 

Sheffield,  contended  that  it  would  operate  as  a  very  great  hardfhip  up- 
on the  fhip  owners,  faid,  that  he  would  divide  the  Com- 
mittee in  favour  of  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  honour- 
able Alderman. 

Sir  Peter  Burrell  fpoke  againft  the  original  claufe,  Mr. 
Ryder,  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  were 
againft  the  amendment. 

At  length,     the  Committee  divided,    and  negatived  the 
amendment,  there  being  for  the  original  claufe. 
Ayes,  64;  Noes,  39.     Majority  25. 
After  the  divifion,  the  Committee  proceeded,  until  they 
came  to  the  table  regulating  the  prices  of  grain,  for  opening 
and  (hutting  the  pons;  and  that  part  of  the  table  being  read, 
iVhich  enads,  "  That  the  ports  mall  be  opened  for  tlie  im- 
**  portation  of  foreign  corn,  when  the  prrce  ofBriuflicoin 
**  flinll  amount  to  48*^.  or  upwaids," 
Mr.  Mr.  Powys  objcf^ed  to   the  admiffion  of  foreign  wheat, 

Powys.  until  the  produce  of  this  country  fliould  be  at  the  average 
price  of  5^s.  inftead  of  48s.  The  prefent  bill  was  founded 
unfortunately  upon  the  corn  bill  of  1773,  which  repealed 
the  corn  laws  that  had  exifted  for  upwards  of  a  century  be- 
fore, and  uruler  which  old  laws  the  trade  had  flourifned  ; 
but  ilnce  the  repeal  of  them  by  the  aft  of  i  773,  the  principle 
of  which  was  followed  in  the  prefent  bill,  that  trade  had  been 
defiroyed,  and  we  were  now  become  a  corn-importing,  in- 
ftead of  a  corn-exporting  country. 
Mr.  Mr.  Ryd^r  remarked,  that  it  would  be  incompetent  for  the 

R\dcr.    honourable  gentleman  to  move  his  amendment  in  the  prefent 
Committee;  the  only  mode  which  could,  at  that  time,  re- 
ceive an  adoption,  muft  be  a  motion  to,  negative  the  whole 
table. 
Mr.  Mr.  Powys  contended,  that  it  was  the  fame  thing,  as  the 

Powys.    Committee  perfcftly  underftood  his  ohjeft.     He  moved  to 

have  the  table  omitted 
Mr.  Mr.  Ryder  afcribed  the  incrcafe  of  importation,  alluded  to 

Ryder,  by  the  honourable  gentlemap,  to  the  increafe  of  wealth,  of 
population,  of  luxury,  of  hcrfes,  and  of  diftilleries.  He 
contended*  that  the  price  by  which  Britifti  corn  was  propofed, 
by  the  table,  to  he  protefted,  would  not  operate  to  the  dif- 
couragemer.t  of  agriculture.  He  obferved,  that  all  the  pro- 
duftions  of  the  earth  had  increafed  in  price  in  proportion 
with  that  of  wheat,  and  that  a  farther  increafe  would  not 
operate  ful^ftnntially  to  the  benefit  of  the  landholder,  fince 
fuch  i'^creafe  muft  ultimately  tend  to  raife  the  wages  of  ma- 
nufad^iirers  and  labourers,  which  would  be  feverely  felt  by 
the  landholder,  and  operate  injurioufly  to  ou;  commerce,  by 
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raifiag  the  price  of  our  manufactures  in  foreign  markets.— « 
The  bill  was  calculated  to  prevent  an  artificial  fcarcity,  and 
to  keep  the  price  of  wheat  at  a  price  neither  too  low  tor  the 
grower,  nor  too  high  for  the  confumer. 

Lord  Carysfort  was  of  opinion  that  the  cheapeft  poilible  *'^^^ 
mode  of  procuring  corn  for  the  confumption  of  the  country,  ^^^^ 
muft  arife  from  making  the  importation  and  exportation  free; 
fuch,  however,  was  not  the  objedt  of  the  prefent  bill ;  its 
ohjeft  was  to  fecure,  for  the  people,  corn,  not  at  the  lowefl: 
price,  but  at  fuch  a  moderate  price  as  might  infure  the  growth 
of  the  country  to  be  adequate  to  its  confumption ;  the  whole 
of  which  objeA  was  hazarded  by  fixing  a  lower  price  for  the 
importation  of  corn  than  fifty-two  {hillings ;  and  lefs  could 
not  fail  to  difcourage  the  tillage  of  this  country,  and  render 
us  dependant  on  other  countries  for  fupport. 

Mr.  Pelkam  contended,  that  the  principal  objedl  of  the     Mr. 
Houfe  ought  to  be  the  fupplying  the  country  with  corn  of  Peihtm. 
its  own  growth,  which   could  not  be  eflefted,  as  England 
was  fituated,  unlefs  the  growing  of  corn  were  forced  by 
bounties,  or  by  an  admiffion  of  exports  when  the  prices 
Ihould  prove  higher  than  propofed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pulteney  conceived  that  a  free  trade  would  prove  too     Mr. 
great  a  venture,  fince  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  rilk  the  exift-  Pulteney. 
ence  of  the  people  upon  any  theory,  however  plauCblef.     He 
thought  that  if  the  farmers  were  fuffered  to  be  crufhed,  the 
poor  would  alfo  be  crulhed;  and  therefore  he  fhould  clofe 
with  the  propofal  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  increafe  . 
the  price. 

Mr.  Bajiard  aflerted,  that  forty-eight  /hillings  a  quarter  Mr. 
was  not  more  than  a  faving  price  to  the  farmer,  and  as,  by  Baftardl. 
the  prefent  bill,  they  never  could  expeft  to  obtain  more,  if 
it  fhould  pafs,  though  they  might  poffibly  get  confiderably 
lefs,  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  deftroy  the  growing  of 
corn,  and  that  farmers  would  turn  their  tillage  into  pafture, 
to  prevent  which  circumfiance  to  the  country,  he  fhould 
give  hi*,  vote  for  negativing  the  table. 

Mr.  Pavy^  hegged  leave  to  trouble  the  Committee  with  a  Mr. 
calculation  which  he  had  received  from  feveral  quarters,  and  Powys. 
which  would  prove,  beyond  all  argument,  that  a  farmer 
could  not  gain  upon  48s.  the  quarter ;  fince,  admitting  that 
he  gave  only  twenty  fhillings  rent  for  an  acre,  his  tillage 
aiKl  other  expences  would  amount  to  fix  pounds  three  fhil- 
lings and  five  pence;  to  repay  which,  calculating  that  an 
acre  would  produce  three  quarters,  at  the  highefl  price  in  the 
bill,  viz.  48s.  the  farmer  would  have  to  defray  thefe  ex- 
pences of  feven  pounds  three  (hillings  and  five  pence  out  of 
no  more  tlian  feven  pounds  four  fhillings. 

Lord    - 
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Lofd  Lord  Sheffield  contended,  that  if  foreign  corn  was  admitted  * 
Sbcfittld.  to  be  imported  when  the  price  was  not  at  48s.,  every  encou- 
ragement would  be  taken  away  from  tillage.  He  next  made 
fome  obfervations  on  the  advantages  which  America  and 
Ireland  would  poflefs  over  this  country  in  the  growth  of 
their  corn,  and  fhewed  the  ftrong  neceffity  which  would 
arife  to  guard  againft  the  operation  which  their  imports 
might  have  upon  our  agriculture;  but  neceffary  as  it  would 
prove  to  guard  againft  them,  it  would  fpeedrly  he  doubly 
neceffary  to  guard  againft  the  advantages  which  France 
Would  have  over  us  in  the  growing  of  her  corn>  unfettered 
by  tythes  and  ahfurd  corn  laws.  The  advantages  of  other 
countries  would  foon  put  a  period  to  our  tillage,  unlefs  wc 
had  protefling  prices,  and  fifty-two  fliillings  he  conceived  to 
be  the  loweft  which  ought  to  be  granted. 
Mr. Fox.  Mr.  Fox  maintained,  that  arguments  from  experience 
were  to  be  relied  on  with  the  greateft  fafety,  and  experience 
warranted  a  high  prote6\ing  price;  for,  from  the  old  pra<5ice 
of  bounties,  and  under  the  old  laws,  the  price  of  wheat  had 
decreafed,  until  the  bill  of  1773^  after  which  time  it  increafed, 
and  the  country,  inftead  of  exporting,  commenced,  to  a 
confiderable  degree,  the  injurious  praflice  of  importing  corn. 
Tbofewho  cultivated  corn,  ought  to  know,  that  fhould  they 
be  unfortunate  in  their  crops,  the  price  would  rife  fufficient- 
ly  to  indemnify  them,  and,  by  fuch  means,  ehcou  rag  omen  t 
would  be  given  to  tillage,  and  the  poor  ultimately  benefited 
by  a  greater  plenty. '  The  only  fecurity  to  the  poor,  muft 
cnfuefrom  encouraging  the  tillage  of  the  country,  and  that 
was  alone  to  be  done  by  granting  bounties,  or  high  proted- 
ing  prices,  which  would  operate  as  bounties.  The  country 
was  opprefled  by  tythes,  the  coiledlion  of  which  was  harfh 
and  inglorious,  and  he  anxioufly  wiftied  that  fcwne  gentle- 
•  man  in  the  Houfe  would  attempt  to  relieve  the  country  from 
that  fpecies  of  barbarifm,  and  difcouragement  to  every  agri- 
cultural improvement. 
Mr*  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitt  arq;ucd  for  the  table,  being  convinced  that  the 
fyftem  upon  which  it  went,  lixed  the  price  high  enough  for 
the  encourngement  of  tillage,  and  at  the  fame  time  guarded 
againft  any  ferious  inconvenience  to  the  confumer. 

The  queftion  vi*as  called  for,  and  put,  when  the  numbers 
were,  I  or  the  Table, 

Ayp<j,  53;  Noes,  59.     Majority  6 
The  rcmaiiukT  of  the  hill  was  agreed  to  be  poftponed,  the 
Houfe  was  then  immediately  refumed,  and  the  Oommitiec 
ordered  to  fit  agnin  on  1  hurfday. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Tuefdayj  yhj  and  JVtdncJday^  tth  ^prilj 
No  material  debate  occurred. 

Thurfdayy  Jth  JfriL 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///,  adverting  to  the  ele^lion  petitions  Mr.  Pitu 
which  remained  to  be  heard,  remarked,  that  one  Hood  for 
the  next  day,  and  two  for  the  next  week,  one  of  which,  he 
underdood,  from  the  diftai\ce  of  the  place  whence  the  wit- 
nefles  came,  and  on  other  accounts,  it  was  neceflary  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  for  before  the  recefs,  as  the  putting  it  ofF 
till  after  would  be  attended  with  very  gi^at  inconvenience 
and  expence  to  ail  the  parties  interefted.  He  obferved,  that 
the  petition,  for  which,  according  to  the  orders  on  the  book, 
;^  Committee  was  to  be  balloted  upon  the  morrow,  was  that 
refperflinp  the  right  of  eleftion  for  Weftminfter.  He  did 
not  then  fee  both  the  Members  for  that  city  in  the  Houfe, 
but  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  was 
prefent,  he  prefumed  lie  might  take  the  liberty  of  propollng 
to  defer  the  ballot  for  that  Committee  to  a  future  day,  as  the 
hearing  of  the  petition  was  not  at  all  prefling  In  point  of  time, 
and  as  it  was  ufual  for  the  Houfe  to  leave  off  balloting  for 
Committees  to  try  the  merits  of  controverted  eleflions  about 
the  I2ih  of  April  in  every  leffion  of  a  new  Parliament,  and 
th^y  had  already  decideil  as  many,  perhaps  more,  than  had 
been  cWcided  in  Any  former  fixit  f  flion  ;  he  fubmitted  it  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  not  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  ballot  for  only  one  more  Committee  before  the 
recefs,  (that  for  Orkney)  and  poftpOne  the  reft  till  after  the 
holidays,  when  he  thought  it  would  at  leaft  be  worth  while 
to  try  the  experiment,  whether  another  Committee  was  to 
be  obtained  or  not. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  had  been  his  idea  that  the  Weftmrnfter  Mr.  Fo«. 
petiion,  as  it  referred  to  the  feat  of  no  fitting  Member, 
ought  to  give  way  to  others,  upon  the  merits  of  which  the 
completenefs  of  reprefeutation  more  immediately  depended, 
and  therefore,  as  it  always  had  been  his. opinion  that  three 
ballots  a  week  were  not  dt  llrable,  he  had  no^  manner  of  ob- 
je^ion  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofition. 

Sir  fVflUam  Toung  having  obferved  that  he  held  in  his  Sir  Wm. 
hand  a  paper,  which  was  in  fa£l  a  petition  from  the  Houfe  Young. 
of  AfTembly  and  Council  of  Grenada  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
ilave  tra<le,  although  it  afluraed  the  name  of  a  reinonftrahce, 
added,  that  it  wa«  couched  in  terms  of  great  loyalty,  and 
alfo  of  great  refpe£l  to  the  Houfe,  and,  if  the  Houfe  pleafed, 
he  would  read  the  contents.  Having  read  it,  he  moved, 
^  That  the  ^pcr  be  brought  up.'* 

The 
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The  The  Speaker  intimated,  that  it  was  not  the  pra6lice  of  the 

Speaker.  Houfe  to  receive  remonftrances ;  but  the  paper  being  drawn 
in  fuch  refpeflful  terms,  might,  if  the  Houie  thought  pro- 
per, be  brought  up  as  a  petition. 

It  was  brought  up  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Houfe  adjourned, 

Ffiday,  %th  JpriL 

The  petition  of  certain  houfekeepers  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter,  refpedling  the  charafters  of  fervants,  was  referred 
to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee. 
Mr.  Mr.  Minchin  rofe,  and  begged  leave  to  prefs  upon  the  at- 

Minchin.  tention  of  the  Houfe,  that  a  very  confiderahle  fum  of  money 
was  paid  for  hemp  to  foreign  nations,  who,  fo  far  from  be- 
ing upon  a  friendly  footing  with  this  country,  had  at  prefent 
rather  given  us  caufe  to  regard  them  in  a  contrary  point  of 
view.  Befides,  it  was  in  the  power  of  thofe  nations,  on 
whom  we  depended  for  a  fuppjy  of  the  commodity,  at  any 
time,  by  cutting  it  off,  moft  materially  to  injure  the  interen 
of  our  manufaSures.  He  propofecj,  therefore,  that  wafte 
lands,  which  at  prefent  were  ufelefs,  fhould  he  improved  for 
the  purpofe  of  the  culture  of  hemp,  and  that  the  owners  of 
the  lands  {hould  contribute  a  fum  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  advantage  which  they  might  derive  from  this  improve- 
ment, in  order  to  diminifli  the  opprefSve  burden  of  the  poor's 
rates.  Thus,  a  confiderahle  fjm,  which,  in  one  year,  he 
ftated  to  amount  to  not  lefs  than  a  million  and  a  half,  fent 
abroad  for  the  purchafc  of  hemp,  would  be  faved  to  the 
country,  the  manufafturcs  would  he  benefited,  and  the 
country  in  part  relieved  from  a  moft  eno.mous  impofition. 
He  concluded  with  movingi  "  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
**  pointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  culture  of  heaip 
*'  in  this  country.'' 
Mr.  Wil-  Mr.  li^ilbcrforce ohkvve^y  that  he  felt  it  neceffary  to  remind 
bcrforce.  the  Houfe  that  th«y  would  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing into  confideration  the  whole  merits  of  the  moft  important 
queftion  concerning  the  flave  trade.  In  order  to  form  a  jufl 
and  correft  judgement  upon  it,  it  would  prove  requifite  not 
only  for  every  Member  of  the  Houfe  to  perufe  the  evidence 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  Seleft  Committee  up  flairs,  but 
alfo  to  read  the  evidence  given  before  the  Privy  Council.  As 
the  whole  of  this  evidence  was  extremely  voluminous,  it 
would  require  great  attention,  before  gentlemen  could  draw 
the  juft  conclufions.  Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  that  he  meant 
at  once  to  move  for  the  entire  and  total  abolition  of  the  flave 
trade,  without  any  other  propofitions  or  refolutions  on  the 
fuhjefl. 
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Lord  Carbampon  deemed  it  highly  expedient  that  the  Lord  Car* 
Houfe  fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  what  had  recently  hampton. 
4iappened  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica.  He  believed  it  was  ge- 
nerally known  that  violent  commotions  and  infurreflions  had 
lately  taken  place  in  that  ifland.  But  he  could  not  afcertain 
whether  the  caafe  of  thefe  commotions  was  as  generally  un- 
derftood.  The  flaves  had  conceived  an  idea,  which  had  been 
inculcated  into  them,  that  the  Governor  had  a  power  givea 
him  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  and  a  power  his 
Lordfliip   did   not  know  how  to  exprefs,  without  offence,  ' 

though  he  was  far  from  meaning  any,  that  the  Governor  had 
the  authority  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  and  of  "  Maffa  King 
Wilberforce,'*  for  a  regulation,  by  which  they  fhould  not  be 
obliged  to  work  more  than  three  days  a  week,  and  be  paid 
two  {hillings  a  day,  and  the  other  three  days  of  the  week 
were  to  be  holidays  of  courfe.  Their  dehgn,  when  they 
made  the  late  infurreflion,  had  been  to  cut  the  throats  of  all 
the  white  inhabitants  at  a  given  hour  at  fupper,  and  to  pof- 
fefs  tbemfel ves  of  the/ifland.  It  was  very  true  that  this  com- 
motion had  been  quelled  by  the  exertions  of  the  Governor 
and  the  inhabitants.  It  was  prevented  by  the  15th  and  30th 
regiments,  which  happened  to  be  on  the  ifland.  One  of  the 
foldiers  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  negroes,  and  cut  into 
pound  pieces  while  alive.  The  foldiers  at  laft  got  the  better, 
and  killed  feveral  of  them.  The  ringleaders,  it  muft  be  ad- 
mitted, were  taken  to  prifon,  examined,  tried,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, had  now  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  lives.  It  was  proper 
it  fhould  be  known  that  this  was  one  of  the  efFefts  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  ill-underftood  philanthropy ;  nor,  for 
his  own  part,  would  it  excite  his  aftonifhment,  were  we  to 
lofe  all  our  Weft-India  iflands,  as  a  confequenc&pf  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  flaves  from  Africa  to  the  Weft 
Indies. 

Mr.  fVUberforce  obferved,  that  no  perfon  could  rejoice 
more  than  himfelf  tohear  of  the  fuppreffion  of  that  infurrec-  Wilber- 
tion  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  as  well  as  ^orcc 
of  another  infurreflion  which  had  taken  place  long  before  he 
had  brought  forward  the  bufinefs  to  the  view  of  the  Public. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  meafures  which  were  about  to  be 
adopted  on  the  fuhje<5l,  inftead  of  raifing  infurreflions,  would 
tend  to  quell  them  ;  and  he  had  always  done  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  prevent  any  circumftance'of  this  kind,  by  clearly 
diftinguiihing,  what  had  often  been  confounded,  the  abolition 
of  the  flave  trade  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  emancipation 
of  thofe  flaves  who  were  already  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/«  begged  leav^to  move  for  a  Seleft  Mr.  Pitt, 
Committee,  to  enquire  into  the  ftate%f  the  public  income 
Old  expenditure.     As  the  words  of  the  motion  would  fuffi- 
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ciently  explain  the  nature  of  it,  he  need  only  propoTe,  that 
this  Committee  be  appointed  by  ballot,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  other  Committees  of  the  fame  nature  had  been  appointed 
on  former  occafions. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  words  of  the  motion,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  was,  that  the  fcveral  public  accounts,  and 
other  papers  prefentecl  to  that  Houfe,  during  the  prefent  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  beleft 
Committee  ;  that  they  fliould  coniider  and  report  the  amount 
of  the  public  income  and  expenditure  during  the  laft  five 
years ;  and  that  the  faid  Committee  be  alfo  direflcd  to  en- 
quire what  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure  might  be  ex- 
pefled  to  be  in  future,  and  what  alteration  had  taken  place 
in  the  amount  of  the  national  debt  fince  the  5ih  of  January, 
1786. 
Mr,  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  rofe  next,  and  having  premifed  that  endeavour^ 
had  been  made  by  many  to  perfuade  this  country  that,  dur- 
ing the  laft  five  years,  the  national  debt  had  been  confiderably 
diminiflied,  added,  that  he  did  not  pretend  himfelf,  from  any 
inveftigation  of  his  own,  to  be  able  to  decide  or  to  fpeak, 
with  certainty,  on  the  I'ubjed.  He  had  no  opportunity  of 
,  knowing  whether  the  aflertions  were  true  or  falfe.  He  had, 
however,  taken  more  opportunities  of  examining  into  the 
ftateof  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure,  between  Jan.  i, 
1786,  and  Jan.  1,  1789,  and  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  laying, 
that  he  was  perfe6lly  convinced  that  the  aflertions  made  in 
another  place,  and  particularly  by  a  moft  refpeSable  and 
noble  friend  of  his,  were  perfeflly  correct,  that  from  Jan.  i, 
2786,  to  Jan.  I,  1789,  the  public  expenditure  did  exceed 
not  only  the  regular  income,  but  all  income  in  every  fhape. 
All  accounts  of  that  fort  were  naturally  involved  in  iome  in- 
tricacy,  and  it  was  an  exceedingly  good  meafure  that  a  Com- 
mittee fliould  be  appointed  to  examine  them.  But  it*was 
very  material  for  that  Houfe  toconfider  what  fort  of  a  Com- 
mittee ftiould  be  appointed  for  that  purpofc,  and  how  it 
ftiould  be  appointed.  He  remembered  a  Committee  of  a  Gmi- 
lar  nature,  formerly  appointed  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, which  gave  much  o^ence.  He  did  not  mean  to  find 
fault  with  the  individuals  who  had  compofed  that  Commit- 
tee, nor  did  he  mean  any  difrefpe6l  to  any  one  of  them.  But 
the  names  which  compofed  that  Committee  gave  every  im- 
partial man  a  dt^ree  of  diflatisfadtion.  When  a  Miniftcr 
{►retended  to  wiili  for  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  give  a 
iair,  full,  and  correfl  account  of  the  public  finances,  that 
Committee  ought  not  to  confift,  as  the  former  did,  of  a. 
number  of  the  Minifter's  friends,  and  of  perfons  notorioufly 
his  warmeft  partisans,  headed  by  one  of  his  colleagues  :  it 
being  naturally  fo  much  in  the  power  of  a  Committee,  in. 
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Hating  fabje£)s  of  fach  great  intricacy,  magnitude,  and  ex* 
tent,  to  make  a  favourable  or  unfavourable  report,  juft  as 
they  thought  proper.  Mr.  Fox  decLired  that  he  would  pre- 
fer any  other  mod*  of  eledlihg  a  Committee  to  that  of  an 
.  election  by  ballot.  If  the  Committee  were  to  be  appointed 
openly  in  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  then  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  each  of  the  names  which 
might  be  propofed.  No  man  would  deny,  that  among  thofe 
who  fat  on  the  fide  of  the  l^ufe  on  which  he  fat,  and  who 
profefTed  themfelves  to  be  no  friends  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  adminiAration,  there  were  feveral  who  were  men 
of  bufinefs,  and  men  every  way  adequate  to  the  in  veftigation 
of  a  fubjed  of  that  nature.  It  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man were  to  vote  names  openly  in  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
It  would  be  competent  for  him  alfo  to  propofe  fome  names  to 
the  Houfe,  which  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
like,  he  could  alfo  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  them. 
But  if  the  Committee  was  appointed  bv  ballot,  this  could 
not  be  done.  The  laft  Committee,  however  refpe<^ble 
they  were  individually,  were  no  fooner  appointed,  than  every 
impartial  man  had  expreiTed  his  diilatisfafiion.  He  did  not 
oppofe  the  very  proper  appointment  of  a  Seledl  Committee, 
but  his  fole  objp£lion  was,  to  its  being  appointed  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thou|ht  that,  on  the  prefenr  occa-  Mr.  Pitt. 
fion,  it  would  be  fufiicient  to  (late,  that  the  intereding  ob« 
jefis  of  inquiry  to  the  country  were,  what  had  been  really 
the  fituation  of  the  finances  from  the  time  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the*  plan  for  the  redufiion,  of  the  national  debt,  up 
to  the  prefent  period  ?  In  the  next  place,  what  was  the 
profpe^  in  future  with  regard  to  the  public  income  and  the 
public  expenditure  ?  What  proportiotj  were  they  likely  to  bear 
to  each  other  ?  Thefe  were  intereAi^jg  objedls,  and  they 
vrere  the  objefls  which  he  wifhed  the  Committee  fully  to 
invefiigate.  He  wiihed  that  a  flriA  and  impartial  inquiry 
might  be  made  into  the  fubjeft,  not  for  three,  but  for  the 
fpace  of  five  years.  If  they  had  confined  their  inquiries  to 
three  years,  it  might  have  been  made  as  well  two  years  ago 
as  at  prefent.  He  was  anxious  that  it  might  be  underftood, 
that  there  was  no  one  period  which  he  did  not  wifh  to  have 
as  fully  enquired  into  as  any  gentleman  could  wifh,  being 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  whenever  the  inquiry  was  made,  and 
the  matter  rightly  underftood,  it  would  be  found,  that  during 
the  three  years  between  Jan.  i,  1786,  and  Jan.  i,  1789, 
the  public  revenue  of  this  country  had  exceeded  the  expen- 
diture. As  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Committee,  he 
did  not  think  it  liable  to  the  imputation  which  had  been  caft 
upon  it  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  nor  could  he  fee 
any  reafon  to  imagine  that  they  could  not  have  a  Committee 
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fairly  chofen  by  ballot.     Was  it  to  be  fuppofed^  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  in  giving  in  their 
lifts  by  ballot,  would  not  confult  their  duty,  and  aft  as  fairly, 
as  they  would   do   if  any  other  mode   of  proceeding  ^ere 
adopted  ?    He  believed  they  would,  and  therefore  he  ihould 
certainly  perCft  in  moving,  that  the  Committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot*     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  with 
much  perfonal  civility  of  the  laft  Committee,  but  had  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  had  given  great  difTatisfaftion  to  every  ina- 
partial  man.     Mr.  Pitt  here  obfcrved,  that  fome  of  thoie 
who  pretended  to  be  impartial  men,  might  be,  perhaps,  a- 
*     little  partial.     It  was  not  by  any  means  eafy  to  decide  cor- 
re£lly  who  was  partial,  and  who  was  impartial,  on  fuch  a 
fubjeS.     He  declared,  that  he  could  not  conceive  how  difla- 
tisfadion  could  have  arifen  in  the  breaft  of  any  man  againil 
that  Committee,  and  he  firmly  believed  that  no  difiatisfaSion 
had  exifted.     The  Committee  muft  report  the  fa£ls,  and  the 
vouchers  on  which  they  proceeded  to  ground  their  opinion.. 
They  were,  therefore,  extremely  liable  to  detedion,  if  they 
did  not  report  fairly.     For  his  part,  he  had  an  equal  perfonal 
•  refpeft  for  all  the  individuals  who  compofed  that  Committee, 
on  account  of  their  knowledge,  information,  and  integrity. 
He  was  perfuaded  that  when  the  fubjeft  came  a  fecond  time 
tinder  confideration,  it  would  aiFord  the  higheft  fatisfaSion, 
fince  the  more  it  was    revifed  and  examined,  the  more  it 
>    would  appear  that  the  Committee  had  performed  its  duty* 
It  was  his  intention  and  his  wi(h  to  procure  an  adequate  re- 
port on  the  fubjedl,  but  he  fhould  not  controvert*  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  propofition,  that  there  were  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  fome  gentlemen  of  abilities  and 
knowledge,  who  were  ej^tremely  capable  of  throwing  light 
upon  the  fubjefl.     Undoubtedly  there  were.     At  the  fame 
time,  however,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman- 
would  not  deny,  but  that  there  might  happen,  perhaps,  alfo 
to  be  fome  perfons,  and  at  leaft  as  many,  on  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  who  were  capable,  and  alfo  very  much  inclined,  to 
difcbarge  their  duty  with  fidelity  and  honour;  and  whatever 
number  of  Members  might  be   chofen  from  one  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  or  from  the  other,  it  was  his  fincere  wifh  that,  for 
^tlte.purpofe  of  obtaining  an  ufeful  and  diftinft  report,  in  all 
refpeSs  worthy  of  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the 
Public,  they  might  be  feleded  from  both. 
Mr.  Fox.       Mr.  Fox  expreflid  his  fatisfaSion  at  difcovering  that  they 
were  not  to  have  fuch  a  Committee  as  the  laft  ;  but  he  ftill 
thought  that  the  better  way  of  chufing  the  Committee  would 
be  by  the  Houfe  ading  openly,  rather  than  in  a  concealed 
manner,  by  means  of  a  ballot ;  for  all  knew  perfeftly  well 
how  thofe  forts  of  ballots  were  managed.     He  thought  that. 
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confidering  the  delegation  of  fo  great  a  truft,  the  Houiei 
fhouid  declare  the  names  of  thofe  whom  they  conceived  mod 
fit  to  coropofe  the  Committee. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  either  at  the  prefent  Mr.  Pt. 
moment,  or  at  any  moment,  thebeft  proof  which  he  could 
give  that  the  former  Committee  had  done   their  duty,  was, 
that  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  letting  the  fubje£l  be  revifed,  fo 
that  if  any  error  had  efcaped,  it  might  be  dete£led. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion  on  the  firft  motion  : 

"  That  the  feveral  accounts,  and  other  papers  prefented 
^  to  this  Houfe,  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  relative  to  the 
**  public  income  and  expenditure,  be  referred  to  the  confide- 
<^  ration  of  a  Select  Committee,  and  that  the  faid  Committee 
*<  be  direded  to  examine  and.ftate  the  fame$  and  alfo  to  re*' 
**  port  to  the  Houfe  what  may  be  expeded  to  be  the  annual 
*<  amount  of  the  faid  income  and  expenditure  in-  future." 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  next  moved, 

<^  That  the  number  of  the  faid  Committee  be  nine. 

•*  That  the  faid  Committee  be  chofen  by  balloting. 

**  That  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  do  on  Monday  next^ 
«^  at  two  o'clock,  pr6pofe  lids  to  be  put  into  glaiTes  of  nine 
**  perfons'  names,  to  be  of  the  faid  Committee." 

Thcfe  motions  were  carried. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  the  report  of  the  Quebec 
bill  into  farther  confideration,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Huffey  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  he  had      Mr. 
a  petition  to  prefent  from  a  number  of  very  refpeftable  per-    Huffey. 
Ions  againft  the  bill  in  queftion.     They  had  conceived  that  it 
was  likely  to  prove  prejudicial  to  their  trade. 

The  petition  was  brought  up  and  received.  It  contained 
the  prayer  of  feveral  merchants,  warehoufemen,  and  manu* 
fa£^urers  of  Quebec,  that  the  bill  might  not  pafs  into  a  law, 
inafmuch  as,  after  having  duly  weighed  the  confequences  of 
it,  they  feared  that  it  would  be  attended  with  great  injury^ 
'  particularly  to  their  trade  and  commerce. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion.  "  That  this  report  be 
**  now  taken  into  farther  conGderation." 

Mr.  Huffey  moved  "  That  the  bill  be  re-committed." 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  the  bill  contained  a  variety  of  Mr.  Fox. 
claufes,  of  the  utmoft  importance,  not  only  with  refpedl  to 
the  country  to  which  they  immediately  related,  but  to  Great 
Sritain.  Many  of  thefe  claufes  appeared  to  be  very  excep* 
tionable,  and  fuch  as  he  could  by  no  means  fubfcribe  to.  The 
bill  propofed  togive  twoAffemblies  to  the  t^o  provinces,  and 
thas  far  it  met  with  his  approbation  ;  but  the  number  of  per- . 
ions  of  whom  thefe  Affemblies  were  to  confift,  deferved  par- 
ticiilar  attention.     Although  it  might  be  perfieitly  true,  that  ;l^ 
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a  cotintryy  three  or  four  times  as  large  as  Great  Britainy 
Ought  to  have  reprefentatives  three  or  four  times  as  nume- 
^  rous,  yet  it  was  not  fit  to  fay^  that  a  fmall  country  (hould 

have  aa  AiTembly  proportionably  fmall.  The  great  objeft 
in  the  inftitution  of  all  popular  Afletnblies  was,  ,that  the 
people  ihould  be ,  fully  and  freely  reprefented  ;  and  that  the 
reprefentative  body  ihould  have  all  the  virtues  and  the  vices 
incident  to  fuch  Aflemblies.  But  when  they  made  an  Aflem-^ 
bly  to  confiil  of  iixteen  or  thirty  perfons,  they  feemed  to  him 
to  give  a  free  conftitution  in  appearance^  when,  in  fafi,  they 
withheld  it.  In  Great  Britain,  we  had  a  feptennial  bill  ; 
but  the  goodnefs  of  it  had  been  confidered  doubtful,  at  leaft, 
even  by  many  of  thofe  who  took  a  lead  in  the  prefent  bilL 
The,  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  himfelf  fup- ' 
ported  a  vote  for  the  repeal  of  that  a&.  He  did  not  now 
mean.to  difcufs  its  merits;  but  a  main  ground  on  which  It 
bad  been  thought  defenfible  was,  that  a  general  ele6lion  in 
this  country  was  attended  with  a  variety  of  inconveniencies. 
That  general  eleAions  in  Great  Britain  were  attended  with 
leveral  inconveniences,  could  not  be  doubted ;  but  when  they 
came  to  a  country  fo  different  in  all  circumftances  as  Ca- 
nada, and  where  eledions,  for  many  years  at  lead,  were  not 
likely  to  be  attended  with  the  confequences  which  they  dread- 
ed, why  they  fhould  make  fuch  AiTemblies  not  annual  or 
triennial,  but  feptennial,  was  beyond  his  comprehenfion:  A 
feptennial  bill  did  not  apply  to  many  of  the  mod  refpeftaUe 
perfons  in  that  country ;  they  might  be  perfons  engaged  in 
trade,  and  if  chofen  reprefentatives  for  fevtn  years,  they 
might  not  be  in  a  dtuation  to  attend  during  all  that  period  ; 
their  affairs  might  call  them  to  England,  or  many  other  cir- 
cumftances  might  arife,  effe<5lually  to  prevent  them  from  at- 
tending the  fervice  of  their  country.  But  although  it  might 
be  inconvenient  for  fuch  perfons  to  attend  fuch  Aflembly  for 
the  term  of  feven  years,  they  might  be  able  to  give  their  at- 
tendance for  one,  or  even  for  three  years,  without  any  danger 
or  inconvenience  to  their  commercial  concerns.  By  a  fep- 
tennial bill,  the  country  of  Canada  might  be  deprived  of 
many  of  the  few  reprefentatives  that  were  allowed  by  the 
bill.  *  If  It  fhould  be  faid,  that  this  objeflion  applied  to  Great 
Britain,  he  completely  denied  it;  becaufe,  although  there 
were  perfons  engaged  in  trade  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Cona- 
mons,  and  many  of  them  very  worthy  Members,  yet  they 
were  comparatively  few  ;  and  therefore  he  fhould  think  that^ 
from  the  (jtuation  of  Canada,  annual  or  triennial  Parliaments 
would  be  much  preferable  to  feptennial.  Of  the  qualificatioa 
ofele£lors  he  felt  it  impoffible  to  approve.  In  England,  a 
freehold  of  forty  fhillings  was  fufficient;  five  pounds  were 
neceflaryln  Canada.    Perhaps  it  might  be  faid;,  that  whea 
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this  was  £^rlj  coofidered,  it  would  make  no  material  dife- 
renc^  and  this  he  fafpe£ted  to  be  the  cafe ;  hot  granting 
that  it  did  not,  when  we  were  giving  to  the  world,  by  this 
bill,  our  notions  of  the  principles  of  eledion,  we  fhould  not 
hold  out  that  the  qualifications  in  Great  Britain  were  lower 
than  they  ought  to  be.     The  qualifications  on  a  Houfe  were 
ftill  higher ;  he  believed,  ten  pounds.     He  thought  that  tbt 
whole  of  this  conAitution  was  an  attempt  to  undermine  and 
'   contradid  the  profefled  purport  of  the  bill :  the  introdudioa 
of  a  popular  Government  into  Canada.    But  although  this 
was  the  cafe  with  refpe£l  to  the  two  Aflemblies,  although 
they  were  to  confift  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  number  of  Mem- 
bers, tbelegifla^ive  Councils  in  both  provinces  were  unlimit* 
fKt  as  to  numbers.     They  might  confift  of  any  nun^ber  what- 
ever, at  the  will  of  the  Governor.     Inftead  of  being  heiedi- 
t^ry  councils,  or  councils  chofen  bv  eleSors,.  as  was  the  cafe 
in  ronae  of  the  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  chofen  by  the 
King,  they  were  compounded  of  the  other  two.     As  to  the 
points  of  hereditary  powers,  and  hereditary  honours,  to  fay 
that  they  were  good,  or  that  they  were  not  good,  as  a  gene- 
ral propofition,  was  not  eafily  maintained ;  but  he  faw  no- 
thing fo  good  in  hereditary  powers  and  honours,  as  to  incline 
us  to  introduce  them  into  a  country  where  they  were  un- 
known, and  by  fuch  means  diftinguiih  Canada  from  all  the 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies.     In  countries  where  they  made 
a  part  of  the  conftitution,  he  did  not  think  it  wife  to  deflroy 
them ;  but  to  give  birth  and  lite  to  fuch  principles  in  coun- 
tries where  they  did  not  exift,  appeared  to  bin  to  be  exceed- 
ingly unwife.     He  could  not  account  for  if,  ualefs  it  was 
that  Canada,  having  been  formerly  a  French  colony,  there 
might  be  an  opportunity  of  reviving  thofe  titles  of  honour^ 
the  extindion  of  which,  fome  gentlemen  fo  much  deplored^ 
and  to  revive  in  the  Weft  that  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  had 
fallen  into  di%race  in  a  neighbouring  country^     He  thought 
thefe  powers  and  honours  wholly  unneceflary,  and  tending 
rather  to  make  a  new  conftitution  worfe  than  better.     If  the 
council  were  wholly  hereditary,  he  fhould  equally  object  to 
it;  it  would  only  add  to  the  power  of  the  Kinfi;  and  the  Go^ 
remor ;  for  a  council,  fo  conftituted,  would  only  be  the 
tool  of  the  Governor,  as  the  Governor  himfe  f  would  only 
be  the  tool  and  engine  of  the  King.     He  did  no  clearl  y  com«« 
prehend  the  provifion  which  the  bill  made  for  he  ProteftanC 
clergy.    By  the  Proteftant  clergy,  he  fuppofe4  to  be  under-' 
i  ftood  not  only  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  £ngland,  but 
;  all  deicriptions  of  Proteftants.     He  totally  difapproved  of 
I  thedanfe,  which  ena£is,  ^<  That  whenever  the  King  Ihall 
I  *  make  grants  of  lands,  one  feventh  part  of  thpfe  lands  (hall 
!  *  be  appropriated  to  the  Proteftant  clergy,*'  j  He  bad  two 
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objeftioni  to  thefc  regulations,  both  of  them,  in  his  oplitionf 
of  great  weight.  In  all  grants  of  lands  made  in  that  country 
to  Catholics,  and  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  of  that 
perfuafion,  one  fcventh  part  of  thofe  grants  was  to  be  appro- 
priated to  th«  Proteftant  clergy,  although  they  might  not 
have  any  cure  of  fouls,  or  any  congregations  to  inftrud. 
One  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  this  country  was  alEgaed, 
knd  this,  perhaps,  was  mors  than  one  fevepth  part  of  the 
knd.  He  wiftied  to  deprive  no-clergyman  of  his  juft  rights  ; 
hat  in  fettling  a  new  conftitution,  and  laying  down  aew 
principles,  toenail  thuthe  clergy  fliould  have  one  feventh 
*  .  of  all  grants,  he  muft  confefs,  appeared  to  him  an  abfurd 
do6lrine.  If  they  were  all  of  the  church  of  England,  this 
would  not  reconcile  him  to  the  meafure.  It  might  be  afked, 
wbr  ihould  not  they  have  as  much  as  thofe  ot  the  church 
of  England  ?  In  this  country,  we  had  that  which  feme  con* 
denuded  and  others  praifed;  we  had  a  kind  of  fhew,  but  flill 
a  pri^ortion  i»uft  be  obferved.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe 
Proteftant  clergy  were  not  of  the  church  of  England  ;  they 
were  phiefly  what  are  called  Proteftant  Diffenters  in  this 
count^.  They  were,  therefore,  going  to  give  to  Diffen- 
ters one  feventh  part  of  all  the  lands  in  the  province.  Was 
this  the  proportion,  either  in  Scotland,  or  in  any  other 
country,  where  thofe  religious  principles  were  profefled  ?  It 
was  not  the  proportion,  either  in  Scotland,  or  in  any  other 
ecclefiaftical  country  in  Europe;  we  were,  therefore,  by  this 
bill,  making  a  fort  of  provifion  for  the  Proteftant  clergy  of 
Canada,  which  was  unknown  to  them  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope; a  provifion,  in  his  apprehenfion,  which  would  rather 
tend  to  corrupt  than  to  benefit  them.  The  regulations  were 
likewife,  in  part,  obfcure,  becaufe,  after  it  had  ftated  that 
€»ie  feventh  portion  of  the  land  ftiouM  always  be  fet  afide  for 
the  Proteftant  clergy,  it  did  not  ftate  how  it  fhould  be  ap- 
plied. The  bill  was  likewife  exceptionable,  a&  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  regulation  of  appeals.  Suitors  were,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  to  carry  their  complaints  before  the  Courts  of  com- 
mon law  in  Canada ;  if  diftatisfied  with  the  deciGons  of  thofe 
Courts,  they  might  appeal  to  the  Governor  and  Council ; 
if  difTatisfied  with  their  judgement,  they  might  then  appeal 
to  the  King  in  Council ;  and  next,  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
Now,  if  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  a  better  Court,  which  he 
believed  it  to  be,  than  the  King  in  Council,  why  compel 
them  to  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council,  before  jbey  could 
come  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  Why  not  apply  to  the  Houie 
of  Lords  at)  once  ?  This  could  anfwer  no  poftible  purpofe^ 
but  to  render  lawfuits  exceedingly  expenfive,  and  exceedingly- 
vexatious.  Thofe  were  the  principal  obje6lions  he  had  to 
this  bilU    There  liacl  not  yet  been  a  word  faid  in  explanation 

2  of 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


A.  1791.  D    E    B    A    f    E    B. 

of  it,  with  all  its  variety  of  claofes  and  regulations.  Tt 
went  through  the  Ho«fe  filently  without  one  ohfervation ; 
it  alfo  went  through  the  Committee  only  in  form,  but  not 
in  fubftance.  Of  all  the  points  of  the  bill,  that  which  ftruck 
him  the  moft  forcibly)  was  the  divifiori  of  the  province  of 
Canada.  It  had  bc€?n  ^irged  that,  by  fuch  mean-,  we  could 
feparate  the  Engli/h  and  the  French  inhabitants  of  th^  pro- 
vince ;  that  we  could  diAinguifh  ^ho  were  originally  French 
from  thofe  of  Englilh  origin.  But  was  this  to  be  defired  ? 
Was  it  not  rather  to  be  avoided  ?  Was  it  agreeable  to.general 
political  expediency?  The  moft  defirable  circumftance  wa5, 
that  the  French  and  Englifli  inhabitants  of  Catiada  /hould 
unit©  and  coalefce,  as  it  were,  into  one  body,  and  that  the 
different  diftindtions  of  the  people  i^iight  tie  extinguifhed  for 
ever.  If  this  had  been  the  objefl  in  view,  the  Lnglifh  laws 
might  foon  have  prevailed  univcrf:Jlly  tliroughout  Canadd, 
not  from  force,  but  fr-om  choice  and  conviAion '  of  their  fu- 
periority.  He  had  no  doubt,  that  on  a  fair  trial  they  would 
be  found  free  from  all  objediori.  The  inhabitants  or  Canada 
bad  not  the  laws  of  France.  The  commercial  code  was  never 
eftablifhed  there ;  they  ftood  upon  the  exceedingly  inconve- 
nient cuftom  of  Paiis.  He  wiflied  the  people  of  that  ciouit- 
try  to  adopt  the  EnfgHlh  laws  fronnr  choice,  and  not  frorti 
force;  and  he  did  not  think  the  diviiion  of  the  province  the 
moft  likely  means  to  bring  abaut  this  defirable  end.  In  his 
O)*tt>fon,  t)>is  bill  was  alfb  objectionable,  as  far  as  it  related 
to  tlie  Trial  by  Jury,  and  the  Habeas  Corpus  aA,  which  the 
Cai!iadians  were  faid  to  enjoy  by  an  ordinance  of  the  province. 
It  Was  ftated,  by  one  of  the  Counfel  at  the  bar,  that  either 
the  ordinance  which  gave  the  inhabitants  the  trial  by  jury,  or 
that  which  afforded  them  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
ad,  would  expire  before  this  bill  could  pafs  into  a  law.  If 
this  were  true,  it  was  an  objeAion  to  the  bill,  and  ought  to 
be  remedied.  He  truftcd  that  the  Hottfe^oxtld  alfo  ferioufly 
confider  the  particuiar  fituation  of  Canada.  It  was  not  to 
be  compared  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  it  was  a  country  of  a  diffe- 
rent nature ;  it  did  not  confift  of  a  few  white  inhabitants, 
and  a  number  of  flaves;  but  it  was  a  country  of  great  grow- 
ing population,  which  had  increafed  very  much,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  would  increafemuch  mor^.  It  was  a  country  as 
capable  of  enjoying  political  freedom,  in  iti  utmoft  extent,  as 
any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  This  country 
was  fitaated  near  the  colonies  of  North  America :  all  their 
.  animofity  and  bttternefs  on  the  quarrel  between  them  and 
Great  Britain  wa&  now  over ;  dnd  he  believed  that  there  were 
very  few  people  among  thofe  colonijss,  who  would  not  be 
ready  to  admit  every  perfon  belonging  to  this  country  into  a 
participation  of  all  their  privileges,  and  would  receive  them 
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with  open  arms.  The  Governments  now  eftablifhed  in  North 
i^roerica  were,  in  his  Opinion,  the  heft  adapted  to  the  fituation 
of  the  people  who  lived  under  them>  of  any  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  ancient  or  modern  world  :  and  when  we  bad  a 
colony  like  this,  capable  of  freedom,  and  capable  of  a  great 
increafe  of  population,  ^t  was  material  that  the  inhabitants 
Ihould  have  nothing  to  look  to  ampng  their  neighbours  to 
excite  their  envy.  Canada  muft  be  prelerved  in  its  adherence 
to  Great  Britain,  by  the  choice  of  its  inhabitants,  and  it 
could  not  poffibly  be  kept  by  any  other  mean;.  But  it  muft 
*  be  felt  by  the  inhabitants  that  their  fituation  was  not  worie 
than  that  of  their  neighbours.  He  wiihed  them  to  be  in 
fuch  a  fituation  as  to  have  nothing  to  envy  in  any  part  of  the 
King's  dominions.  But  this  would  never  prove  the  cafe  uo-  , 
der  a  bill  which  held  out  to  them  fomething  like  the  fhadow 
of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  but  denied  them  the  ^ubftance. 
Where  the  principles  of  liberty  were  gaining  ground,  which 
would  increafe,  in  confequence  of  the  general  diffufton  of  li« 
terature  and  knowledge  in  the  world,  the^  (hould  have  a  Go- 
vernment as  agreeable  to  the  genuine  prmciples  of  freedom, 
as  was  confiftent  with  the  nature  of  circumftances.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  Government  Intended  to  be  eftabliihed  by 
the  bill,  would  prove  fuch  a  Government;  and  this  was  his 
principal  motive  for  oppofing  it.  The  legiilative  Councils 
ought  to  be  totally  free,  and  repeatedly  chofen,  in  a  manner 
as  much  independent  of  the  Goverilbr  as  the  nature  of  a  co* 
lony  would  admit.  Thofe,  he  conceived,  would  be  the 
bed;  but  if  not,  they  (hould  have  their  feats  for  life;  be 
appointed  by  the  King,  confiil  of  a  limited  number,  and  pof* 
fefs  no  hereditary  honours.  Thofe  honours  might  be  very 
proper,  and  of  great  utility,  in  countries  where  they  had  ex* 
ifted  by  longcudom;  but,  in  his  opinion,  they  were  not  fit 
to  be  introduced  where  they  bad  no  original  exiftence;  where 
there  was  no  particular  reafon  for  introducing  them,  arifing 
from  the  nature  of  the  country,  its  extent,  its  ftate  of  im- 
provement, or  its  peculiar  cuftoms;  where,  inftead  of  attra& 
ing  refpefl,  they  might  excite  envy  ;  and  as  but  few  could 
enjoy  them,  th^fe  who  did  not,  might  be  induced  to  form  an 
unfavourable  comparifon  between  their  own  fituation  and 
that  o'f  their  neighbours,  among  whom  no  fuch  diftindions 
were  known.  Even  whilft  he  felt  himfelf  perfe<SHy  defiroua 
ofefiabtifhing  a  permanent  provifion  for  the  clergy,  he  could 
not  think  of  making  for  them  a  provifion  fo  conliderable,  as 
was  unknown  in  any  country  of  Europe,  where  the  fpecies  of 
religion  to  be  provided  for  prevailed.  It  was  upon  thefe 
grounds  which  he  had  ftated,  thcat  he  felt  himfelf  juftified  in 
fecooding  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Hufley.) 
^  Mr. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  that,  although  lie  Hi  not  feel  Mr.  Pitw 
himfelf  inclined  to  oppofe  thfe  nnotion,  ])e  could  not  avoid 
exprefling  his  regret  that  the  claufes  which  were  ohje<5led 
dgainft,  had  not  attrafled  the  attention  of  gentlemen  On  an 
earher  day.     At  any  rate,  it  was  not  owing  to  any  fault  of 
his  that  the  bill  had  not  been  fully  dtfcufled  in  the  former 
Aages  of  it :    but,  confidering   it,  as  he  did,  to  be  of  very 
great  importance  to  form  a  fyftem  for  the  government  of  a 
Colony,  which,  both  in  point  of  duty  andintereft,  they  were 
bound  to  do,  he  profefTed  himfelf  to  be  extremely  anxious  to 
Court  all  opportunity  of  receiving  every  fpecies  of  obfervation 
and  information  which  could  be  obtained  upon  the  fubjefl ; 
and  therefore  heacquiefced  in  the  re^-commitment  of  the  bill* 
As  to  the  firft  obje6tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
againd  the  manner  of  forming  the  AfTemblies,  he  muft  con<« 
fefs  that  it  was  certainly  his  wifh  that  the  Aflemblies  In  both 
Provinces  might  prove  numerous  enough  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  of  a  popular  Aflembly,  as  far  as  the  circumftances 
of  the  two  provinces  were  properly  qualified  for  that  fituation* 
But  he  doubted  very  much,  according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Colony,  and  the  population  in  that  province,  whether  the 
Aflemblies  could  be  tendered  more  numerous  than  was  pro* 
pofed.    The  Houfe  would,  however,  have  the  goodneft  to 
coniider,  that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  idea  that  the  Aflem- 
blies fhould  not  be  incfeafed,  when  the  population  of  the  pro* 
vince  increafed.     The  Aflemblies  undoubtedly  ought  to  be 
extended  with  the  growing  population  of  Canada.    He  be* 
lieved  that  a  very  numerous  reprefentative  body  was  in  no 
refpeA  dcfirable,  and  they  ought  always  to  hear  fome  pro- 
portion to  the  circumftances  of  the  country*     With  regard 
to  the  duration  of  the  Afl!emblies,  a  Houfe  of  Aflembly  for 
fcven  years  would  furely  prove  better  than  for  a  fliorter  pe- 
riod.   In  the  other  colonies,  the  Council  and  Aflembly  were 
conftituted   in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  inveft  the  Governor 
with  more  influence  than  would  be  given  to  him  by  the  pre- 
fent bill.     If  the  Aflembly  was  not  properly  conftituted  at 
firft,  it  muft  be  recolleded  that  it  was  fubjedt  to  revifion, 
and  that  it  might  eafily  afterwards  l>e  altered.     There  was 
nothing  to  hinder  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  from  cor- 
rediing  any  point  whiclf  might  hereafter  appear  to  want  cor- 
rection.    As  to  the  Legiflative  Council,  he  totally  and  en- 
tirely difiered  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
thought  it  would  be  better  if  it  were  to  be  an  eledive  Council, 
in  the  manner  which  had  been  lately  eftabliftied  in  America* 
He  did  not  think  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  ihat  Houfe  todifcufs 
what  was  thfe  heft  conftitution  of  Governmrnt  •  for  France, 
for  America^  oi^for  any  foreign  country ;  and  this  had  been  a 
\  La-  rtafo* 
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reafeo  why  he  Imd  always  declined  making  any  remarks  con- 
cerning the  affairs  of  France.  Whether  France  had  chofea 
Vrell  for  itfelf,  or  whether  America  had  chofen  well  for  it- 
felf,  heh^J  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that  the  Englifli  con- 
ftitution  which  we  had  chofen»  was  in  its  principle  the  bed 
for  us;  better  than  any  of  thofe  republican  principles.  He 
fsiid  he  did  not  mean  to  ufe  the  word  republican  as  an  ob- 
noxious term,  but  none  of  thofe  republican  principles  which 
the  right  honouruble  gentleman  had  defcribed  as  the  coaie« 
quence  ot  a  greater  extenfion  of  learning  and  lights  and 
which,  hehadfaid,  (hone  in  the  conftitution^qf  France  and 
America,  could  improve  the  confti{ution  of  6rit;^in*  They 
did  not  appear  to  be  fuch  as,  if  adopted  by  us,  or  any  of  our 
polonies,  would  be  any  improvement  of  our  conftitytion,  but 
the  reverfe.  An  ariftocratical  principle  being  one  part  of  our 
piixed  Government,  he  thought  it  proper  that  there  fliould 
be  fuch  a  Council  in  Canada  as  was  provided  for  by  the  biU, 
and  which  might  anfwer  to  that  part  of  the  Britifli  confti- 
tution  which  compofed  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament.  With 
refpedl  to  the  Proteftapt  clergy,  he  wifhed  to  make  an  ade- 
quate provifion  for  them,  fo  that  they  might  be  fupported  in 
9S  refpediable  a  fituation  as  poffible.  The  giving  them  acer- 
t,qjn  portion  of  land  was  the  moft  eligible  mode  of  fupporting 
the  clergy  which  had  occurred  to  his  mind  ;  and  as  to  the 
proportion  of  one  feventh,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  too 
much,  if  it  turned  out  to  be  too  much  in  future,  the  ftate  of 
the  land  appropriated  to  the  clergy,  like  every  thing  elfe  pro- 
vided by  ihe  bill,,  was  fubjedl  to  a  revlGon.  At  prefcnt,  he 
imagined  that  no  man  could  think  that  one  feventh  part  was 
unreaionable ;  and  it  was  to  be  recollected  that  one  feventh 
had  almoft  grown  into  an  eftablilhed  cuftom,  where  land  had 
be<?n  given  in  commutation  for  tythes.  One  tenth  of  the 
produce  which  took  place  in  England,  mull  be  confeiTed  to 
be  a  far  greater  provifion  than  one  feventh  of  land.  As  to 
thedivifionof  the  province,  it  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
fundamental  part  of  ^ebill;  and  he  had  no  fcrupTe  to  de^ 
clare  that  he  confidered  it  as  the  moft  material  and  cffeniial 
part  of  it.  He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
in  thinking  it  extremely  defirable  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ca- 
nada (liogldbe  united,  and  led  univerfally  to  prefer  the  Eng- 
lifh  conftitution  and  the  Englifh  lawis.  Dividing  the  pro- 
vince, he  confidered  to  be  the  moft  likely  means  to  effefl  this 
purpofe,  fince  by  fo  doing,  the  French  fubje^^s  would  be  fen- 
fible  that  the  Brit  ifti  Government  had  no  intention  of  forcing 
the  Engliftj  laws  upon  them,  a,nd  therefcre  they  would,  with 
more  facility,  look  at  the  operation  and  efteft  of  thofe  laws, 
compare  them  with  the  operation  and  efftA  of  their  ow  n^ 

and 
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probably  in  tifne  adopt  them  from  conyidtion.  This,  he 
thought,  was  more  likely  to  prove  thecafe,  than  if  the  Bri- 
tith  Government  were  all  at  once  to  fuhje^  the  whole  inha* 
bitants  to  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  this  eountry.  Expe- 
rience would  teach  them  that  the  Englifh  laws  were  befl ; 
and  he  admitted  that  they  ought  to  be  governed  to  their  fatis* 
h&ioxu  If  the  province  had  not  been  divided,  there  would 
have  been  only  one  Houfe  of  Aflembly  ;  and  there  being  two 
parties^  if  thofe  parties  had  been  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  in 
the  Afikmbly,  it  woald  have  been  the  fource  or  perpetual 
£idlion  :  if  one  of  the  parties  had  been  much  ftronger  than 
the  other,  the  other  might  juiUy  have  complained  .that  they 
were  opprefied.  It  was  on  that  perfuafion  that  the  divifion 
of  the  province  was  conceived  to  be  the  moft  likely  way  of 
attaining  every  defirablc  end. 

When  the  Speaker  had  put  the  queftion,  and  after  it  was 
carried  that  the  bill  Ibould  be  re-committed, 

The  report  of  the  Catholic  Diffewters  bill  was  brought  up, 
and  the  feveral  amendments  made  in  tlie  Committee  agreed  to 
or  rejedled,  with  very  little  debate. 

Upon  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  claufe  which  requires 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  commit  perfons  frequenting  places  of 
worfliip  authorifed  by  the  bill,  and  refuiing  to  take  the  oath 
contained  in  it,  was  not  admitted. 

On  the  claufe  for  enabling  Catholic  Diflenters,  whofliall    . 
take  the  oath,  to  prefent  to  ecclefiaflical  livings, 

Xhe  Af^^r  of  the  Rolls  obferved,  that  the  intention  of  the  Mafter  of 
bill  was  to  relieve  a  certain  defcription  of  men  from  penalties  the  KolU* 
and  difabilities ;  that  the  power  of  prefenting  to  Church  be- 
neficed was  not  a  civil  right,  but  an  ecclefiaftical  right ;  and 
that  although  the  law  coniidered  that  power  as  property,  and 
all  other  di&nters  from  the  eftabliflied  church  were  allowed 
tocxercife  it,  yet  he  could  not,  after  having  maturely  con- 
fidered  the  point,^  think  that  it  ought  to  be  granted  to  Catho* 
lies,   without  confideration* 

Mr.  ffin^ham  obferved  that,  although  it  might  feem  rathf  r     Mr. 
ftrapge  in  theory,  that  a  man   (hould  l»e  allowed  to  recom-  Windham 
iriend  a  teacher  in  a  church,  of  which  he  himfelf  was  not  a 
member,  he  did.  not  think  that  any  pra£lical  inconvenience 
could  arife  from  it,  as  the  church  had  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing; an  improper  perfonfrom  being  introduced. 

Mr.  Cox  remarked,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  attend  to  the  Mr,  Cos. 
prejudices  of  the  lower  claffes  of  people,  who  were  not  ca- 
pable of  entering  into  the  refii  el  do&rines  of  toleration,  and 
whoy  if  they  faw  a  Roman  Catholic  enabled  to  prefent  to  a 
church  living,  would  be  ftrongly  imprefled  with  the  idea 
sbaC  Parliament,  and  men  in  power^  were  totally  indifl^reot 
SibouC  religicn. 
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Mr.  Fox  faidy  that  admitting,  what  he  did  not  believe,  that 
a  Catholic  would  Ite  more  likely  to  prefent  an  improper  per- 
fon  than  any  other  lay  patron,  the  Bifhop  pf  the  diocefe  had 
the  complete  power  of  reje£ling  the  perfon  fo  prefented.     He 
had  the  power  of  enquiring  into  his  moral  cbarader ;  of  ex- 
amining him  both  as  to  his  learning  and  his  faith,  and  of  re- 
quiring the  ftrougeft  poffible  teft  of  his  fincerity.  .  Wherc^ 
then,  could  be  the  danger  to  the  church?  All  other  diflen- 
ters,  capable  of  acquiring  landed  property,  Jews,  and  if  it  lb 
happen,  Mahometans,  were  allowed  to  exercife  this  right 
of  property,  for,  a  right  of  property  it  was.     Upon  what 
principle,  ^then,  either  of  fecurity,  or  of  juftice,  were  i  'atho- 
lics  excluded  ?  On  all  fubjefts  of  general  toleration,  it  was 
fingularly  fortunate  for  his  argument,  that  in  this  kingdom 
two  religions  were  by  law  eftablifhed.     The  zSt  of  Union 
wifely  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  church  of  England,  and  thus  gave  a 
triumphant  example  of  toleration.     Now,  it  fo  happened, 
that  tiie  King,  who  was  by  law  obliged  to  he  of  the  church 
of  England,  often  prefented  a  minifter  to  a  Scots  kirk,  with- 
out any  danger  apprehended  from  the  prefentation  of  an  ino- 
proper  perfon.     It  might,  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  the  two  Uni- 
verfities,  in  whofe  gift  were  the  livings  to  which  Catholics 
were  not  allowed  to  prefent,  would  ohjefl  againit  the  claufe, 
but,  with  all  hiSs  great  refpe<5l  for  them,  he  did  not,  in  tliia 
particular  inflance,  conceive  that  their  objeflions  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  valid. 
Mr.  Pitc       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  declared,  that  he  felt  no  difficulty  on 
account  of  any  intereft  which  the  Univerfities  might  be  fup« 
pofed  to  have  in  the  claufe.     He  {hould  entertain  a  much 
humbler  fenfe  of  the  honour  of  being  the  reprefentative  of 
one  of  them,  were  he  not  perfuaded  that   his   coni^ituents 
would  have  no  objeAion  to  it  on  that  account.     But  the 
claufe  in  itfelf  was  not  proper,  and  would  obftru£l  the   pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill,  which  they  were  all  fo  anxious  to  feepafied* 
The  obje£^  of  the  biii  was  to  relieve  thofe  for  whofe  benefit 
it  was  intended,  from  tlie  feverity  of  penal  ftatutes,  and  ex- 
clufion  from  civil  trud,  and  (lood  totally  unconnected  with 
any  ecclefiaftical  truft. 
Mr.  Fox,       Mr. /oA*  obfervcd,  that  tlie  experiment  had  been  already 
tried  with  refpedl  to  all  other  diflenters,  and  no  illconfequence 
found  to  refult  from  it. 
Mr.  W.        Mr.  fK  5i«//A-faid,  th^  the  Diflenters,  in  arguing  for  the 
Smith     repeal  of  the  Teil  a£l,  had  declared  to  the  church  of  England^ 
"  We  are  allowed  to  exerciie  an  ecclefiaftical  truft,  and  no 
•*  danger  enfues;  why  do  you   then  withhold  from   us  th« 
««  exercifeof  a  civil  truft  r"     The  anf\)i?er  was,  "  We  have 
**  the  means  in  our  own  hands  of  preventing  the  abufe  of 
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**  your  eccle/iaftical  truft^"  If  this  were  true,  with  refpeft 
to  Diflenters  in  general,  it  mufl  aifo  be  true  with  refpefb  to 
Catholic  DiiTenters,  and  an  irrefragable  argument  in  favour 
of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  P9WJS  conceived  that  the  experiment  might  be  tried     Mr. 
without  any  danger  to  the  eftablifhed  church.     The  oath    Powyi. 
was  Upon  that  footing  which  thofe  who  were  mod  interefted 
had  dieted,  and  perhaps  might  not  in  general  he  objedlion- 
able. 

1  he  Speaker  faid,  that  this  was  the  ftage  of  the  bill  in     Tlie 
which  amendments,  ought  to  be  propofed,  if  gentlemen  had  Speaker. 
any  to  ofier. 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  Wm.  Young,  Col. 
Macleod,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Sir  Wm.  Dolben,  fpoke ;  when 
Mr  Fox  dating  that  he  had  no  wifh  to  divide  the  Houfe  ^ 

opon  it,  the  claufe  was  negatived. 

On  the  next  claufe,  that  Paplfts  fhould  deny  the  infalli-    ' 
bility  of  the  Pope,  and  abfolution  by'Priefts, 

Mr.  Smith  thought  that  certain  words,  exprefCng  that  de-      Mr. 
claration,  might  be  left  out,  becaufe  he  believed  that  very    Smith. 
lew  Papifts  did  confider  that  as  any  particular  part  of  their 
creed ;  neither  were  they  fo  Mind  or  ignorant  as  to  truft  the 
forgivenefs  of  fms  to  the  abfolution  of  their  priefts. 

Mr.  Chancellor  F'ltt  anfwered,  that  perhaps  other  words  Mr.  Pitt, 
than  thofe  introduced  in  the  bill,  might  be  adopted ;  but  ftill, 
bethought,  there  (hould  be  fome  claufe  in  the  bill,  which 
went  the  length  of  exacting  from  the  Papifts  an  avowal 
that  no  prieft,  or  human  perlbn  whatever,  could  abfoive  fins 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith  propofed  that  the  claufe  might  be  altered  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  by  tnferting  the  words  **  except  original 
fin.* 

Mr.  Fox  thought,  that  in  this  cafe  the  Roman  Catholics,  Mr.  Fox. 
or  Papifts,  as  they  were  called,  were  not  altogether  treated 
fairly*     Ihequeftion  had  been  argued,  as  if  the  Papifts  had 
acknowledged  and  avowed  all  the  ridiculous  and  abfurd  doc> 
trtnes  which  were  laid  to  their  charge,  without  ever  confult- 
ing  them  upon  their  confeflion  ;  and  this  cohfeffion  had  ne« 
ver  been  made  on  their  part.     In  this  light,  he  muft  con- 
tend, that  calumnies  were  thrown  out  againi}  them,*  which 
^they  had  not  deferved,  and  which,  if  the  claufe  remained  in 
[its  prefent  ftate,  they  muft  ftill  lie  undert  When  an  honour- 
ible  gentleman  had  mentioned  original  (in,  the  obfervation 
lad  been  treated  lightly;  and  more  fo,  in  his  opinion,  than 

ought  to  have  been.     In  our  own  eftablifhed  church,  there 

med  to  be  fome  acknowledgement,  and  preventive  againft 
original  ftn,  as  well  as  amongft  the  Roman  Catholics ;  one 
nftance  he  would  mention*  which  was  the  idea  of  bapti(m._T_ 
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He  inigbt  not  be  fo  orthoiiox,  or  fo  well  informed  in  thofe 
matters,  as  fome  other  gentlemen ;  bat  on  that  point  of  ab* 
folution  and  forgiveneu  of  iin,  he  confidered  an  Enghili 
clergyman  to  be  juft  the  fame  as  a  Cardinal  of  Rome.  Tbe 
oath  he  wiihed  to  be  as  fimple  and  explicit  as  poffible,  and 
thereby  the  lead  in  danger  of  being  evaded,  or  mifunderftood;  ' 
but)  as  iaclttding  in  it  a  religious  or  a  political  teft,  he  could 
not  approve  of  it»  having  often  expreiled  his  opinion  to  be 
dire6Uy  againd  all  tefts,  either  political  or  religious. 

Jylr.  Pkt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  replied^  that  all  for  which  he  meant 
to  contend  was^  that  fome  words  ought  to  be  in  the  oath, 
which  obliged  the  perfon  taking  it  as  a  qualification  to  hold 
an  office,  to  fay».  that  he  did  not  believe  it  was  in  the  power, 
;^t  the  pleafure  or  defire  of  any  human  being  whatever,  to 
grant  forgivenyefs  of  fins^  or  abfolutidn  for  atiy  ofiences  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  obferved^  that  however  fome  gentlemen  might 
chufe  to  entertain  an  idea  that  it  was  all  one  to  Roman  Ca- 
tholics what  oath  was  prefcribed,  becaufe  they  fuppofed  a 
mental  refervation,  he  indulged  no  fuch  fuppofition  of  any 
ie£t  whatever;  and  many  great  countries  muil  have  iufferei 
from  fuch  a  confequence,  had  it  exifleil,  long  before  thi» 
time.  He  certainly  had  a  xnental  ref^^rvacion  upon  this  bill, 
and  was  not  aihamed  to  own  it,  becaufe  he  knew  it.  would 
not  go  as  far  as  it  ought  to  do ;  and  until  another  hill  waff 
brought  in  to  go  much  farther,  he  conld  not  be  fatisfied' 
that  juft  ice  was  done  either  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  many 
other  difienters  from  the  eftahlifiied  church,  whom  her 
thought  deferving,  from  their  conjudl,  of  the  countenance 
of  the  Legiflature.  To  this  biil  he  agreed,  in  hopes  that  a 
better  and  more  extenfive  one,  upon  the  principle  of  tolera- 
tion, would  foon  be  brought  forward;  if  it  was  not,  he 
fhould  attempt  fomethi.»g  of  that  kind,  though  he  fincerely 
wiOied  it  might  come  from  a  quarter  of  the  Houfe  whence 
greater  fuccefs  might  be  exp^i'dted  to  attend  it.  It  hid  beea 
laid,  that  this  bill  included  every  perfon  in  its  provirions;l>ut 
he  denied  that  it  included  him.  or  any  other  Member  of 
Parliament,  if  they  did  not  take  certain  oaths,  when  per- 
haps they  were  not  inclined  to  take  any  oaths  at  all. 

Diff  rent  amendments  were  made  in  the  claufes^  which 
were  all  gone  tluough,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  tobe  report* 
ed  upon  the  eufuing  Wednefday 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 


The 
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The  following  Papers  were  laid  on  the  Table>  for  the  pe« 
mfal  of  the  Members : 

<'  Extrafls  of  Letters,  &c.    and  Accounts,  relative  to  the 
Settlements  in  New  South  Wales. 

««  Extra6lsof  a  I^ctter  from  Governor  Phillip  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Sydney,  dated  Sydney  Cov^  12th  Fc-» 
bruary,  1790. 

«  WHEN  the  Supply  left  Norfolk  Ifland,  the  people  were 
sjl  very  healthy,  and  they  had  vegetables  in  the  greateft 
abundance;  they  get  fifli  when  the  weather  permits  the 
boat  to  go  without  the  |-eef,  and,  at  times,  in  fuch  quanti* 
ties,  that  fifh  is  ferved  to  the  people  in  lieu  of  fait  provifions* 
They  make  their  lines  from  the  flax  plant,  but  unfortunately 
tre  have  not  any  perfon  who  underfiands  how  to  drefs  it. 

<<  Half  a  pod  of  cotton  being  found  on  the  ifland,  fuppofed 
4o  be  brought  there  by  a  bird,  and  a  cocoa  nut,  which  was 
perf#dly  found,  and  appeared  to  have  been  bat  a  fhort  time 
in  the  water,  being  thrown  upon  the  beach,  have  given  fome 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  both  thefe  articles  will  be  found  in 
ibroe  ifland  at  no  great  diflance. 

^<  Lord  Howe  Ifland  has  been  examined,  but  no  frefli  wa« 
ter,  or  good  anchorage,  being  found,  it  can  be  of  no  other 
advantage  to  this  fettlement,  than  occaflonally  fupptying  a 
few  turtle. 

•*  1  had  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lord/hip,  that  a 
fettlemtnt  was  intended  to  be  made  at  a  place  I  named  Rofe 
Hill.  At  the  head  of  this  harbour  there  is  a  creek,  which 
at  half  flood  has  water  for  large  boats  to  go  three  miles  up  $ 
and  one  mile  higher  the  water  is  frefli,  and  the  foil  good. 
A  very  induftrious  man,  whoiti  I  brought  from  England,  is 
employed  thers  at  prefent,  and  has  under  his  dire6tion  one 
hundred  convifls,  who  are  employed  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating the  ground.  A  barn,  granary,  and  other  necefliary 
buildings,  are  ereded,  and  twenty-feven  a'cres  in  com  pro- 
mile  a  good  crop.  The  foil  is  good,  and  the  country,  for 
twenty  miles  to  the  weftward,  which  is  as  far  as  I  have  exa- 
mined, lays  well  for  cultivation ;  but  even  there,  the  labour 
of  clearing  the  ground  is  very  great ;  and  I  have  feen  none 
that  can  be  cultivated  without  cutting  down  the  timber,  ex- 
cept fome  few  particular  fpots,  jn^hich,  from  their  fituation, 
(laying  at  a  diflance  from  either  of  the  harbours)  can  be  of 
no  advantage  to  us  at  prefent;  and  I  prefume  the  meadows 
mentioned  in  Captain  Cook's  Voyage,  were  feen  from  the 
high  grounds  about  Botany  Bay,  and  from  whence  they  ap- 
pear well  to  the  eje^  but  when  examined^  are  found  to  be 
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fnarflies,.  the  draining  of  which  would  be  a  work  of  timei 
and  not  Co  be  attempted  by  the  firft  fettlers. 

"  The  Captain's  guard,  which  until  lately  did  duty  at 
Rofe  Hill,  is  now  reduced  to  a  Lieutenant  and  twelve  pri- 
vates, and  intended  merely  as  a  guard  to  the  ftore  which 
contains  the  proVi/ions,  and  whith  is  in  the  redoubt,  for  I 
am  now  fenfiblc  there  is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
nati^/es;  and  the  Kitle  attention  whfch  ha  J  been  deli  red  of 
the  officers,  more  than  what  was  immediately  garFifon  dutyf 
when  at  Rofe  Hill,  is  now  no  longer  required. 

"  At  Sydftcy  Cove,  all  th6  officers  are  i«  good  huts,  and 
the  men  in  barracks ;  and,  although  m»ny  unforefeen  dif&- 
culties  have  been  met  with,  I. believe  there  is  not  an  indivi* 
dual,  from'  tl.c  Governor  to  the  private  foldieF^  whofe  fitu- 
ation  is  not  more  eligible  at  thhs  time  thati  he  had  any  reafon 
to  expe6l  it  could  be  in  the  courfeof  the  three  years  Aation. 
And  it  is  the  fame  with  the  convi^fls ;  and  thofe  who  have ' 
been  any  ways  induflrious,  have  vegetables  in  plenty*  The 
buildings  now  carrying  on  are  of  brick  ami  ftone.  Tbc 
lioufe  intended  for  my  felf  was  to  confift  of  only  three  roomSf 
but  having  a  good  foumdation,  has  been  enlarged^  contains 
fix, rooms,  and  is  fo  well  butlt^.that  Iprefume  it  will  Aand 
for  a  great  number  of  years. 

"  The  ftores  have  been  lately  over-run  with  rats,  and 
they  are  equally  numerous  in  the  gardens,  where  they  do 
confiderable  dnmage ;  and  aS  the  lofs  in  theftores could  only 
be  known  by  removing  all  the  provifions,  that  was  ordered 
to  be  done>  i\t%d  many  caiks  of  flotir  and  Fice  were  found  to 
be  damaged  or  totally  deftroyed*^  The  lofs  in  thofe  two  ar- 
ticles by  the  rats,  fi nee  landings  has  been  ntore.thzfa  twelve 
thouiand  weight. 

"  Vegetables  and  provifions  having  been  frequently  floleo 
in  the  night  from  convifls  and  others^  twelve  convif^s  were 
cholen  as  a  night  watch ;  and  they  have  ad^ually  anfwer.d 
the  end  propoled,  no  robbery  having  been  committed  for  ftr- 
veral  months,  and  tlie  convias  in  general  have  lately  behaved 
l^etter  than  I  everexpe^JVed.  Only  two  convi6ts  have  futter* 
ed  death  in  the  lall  year.  Four  were  executed  the  fitft 
year. 

"As  near  two  years  have  now  pafied  fince  we  firft  landed 
m  this  country,  fome  judgement  may  be  formed  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  I  btlievea  finer  or  more  healthy  cfimate  is  not  to 
be  found  in  any  part  of  the  wprld.  Of  one  thoufand  and 
thirty  people  who  were  landed,  many  of  whom  were  worn 
out  by  old  age,  the  fcurvy,  and  various  difotders,  only  fe- 
venty-two  have  died  in.one-and-twenty  months;  and  by  the 
Surgeon's  returns,  it  appears  that  twenty- fix  of  thofe  died 
from  difcrdcrs  o£  long  ftaadingi  and  which  it  is  more  than 
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probable  would  have  carried  them  off'  much  fooner  in  Eng- 
land. Fifty -nine  children  have  been  born  in  the  above 
time. 

*•  In  December  the  corn  at  Rofe  Hill  was  got  in  :  the  corn 
was  exceeding  good;  about  two  hundred  buihels  of  wheat, 
^nd  fixty  of  barley,  with  a  faiall  quantity  of  flaXj,  Indian 
corn,  and  oats,  all  which  is  preforved  for  fced^  Her^  I  beg 
leave  to  obferve  to  your  Lordfhfp,  that  if  (ettlers  are  fent 
out,  and  the  convids  divided  amongd  them,  this  fettlement 
will  very  {hortly  maintain  itielf ;  but  without  which,  this 
country  cannot  be  cultcvated  to  any  advantage.  At  pre- 
sent I  have  enly  one^erfon  (who  has  about  an  hqndrcd 
ii:onvi£ls  under  hi&  direSion)  who  is  employed  in  cultivating 
the  ground  for  t(>e  public  benefit,  and  he  iias  returned  the 
quantity  of  corn  above  mentioned  into  the  public  ilore;  the 
officers  have  ^lot  raifed  fufficient  to  fupport  the  little  flock 
they  have.  »Some  ground  I  have  had  in  cultivation  will  re- 
turn about  forty  bufhels  of  wheat  into  ilore  ;  fo  that  the 
produce  of  the  labour  of  the  convicts  employed  in  cultivation 
•has  been  very  Ihort  of  vvhat  might  have  been  expefied,  and 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  your  Lordfliip  in 
this  place,  tofhew,  as  fully  as  pofiibl^,  the  ftate  of  this  co-t 
lony,  and  tbe^ieceflfcty  of  the  convi£l«  being  employed  by 
tbcfe  who  have  an  intereft  in  their  labour.  The  giving  con- 
\\&s  to  rhe  officers  has  been  hitherto  neceffary,  but  it  is  at- 
tended with  many  inconveniences,  for  which  the  advantages 
arifmg  to  the  officers  do  not  make  amends.  It  wiU  not, 
therelore,  be  continued  after  this  detachment  is  relieved,  un- 
lefs  particularly  diredied.  The  numbers -employed  in  culti- 
•Tation  will  of  courfe  be  increafed,  as  the-neceffary  buildings 
«re  fini(hed,H)Qt  which  wfUbeawork  of  time;  for  theuum- 
bers  in  this  fettlement  who  do  nothing  towards  their  own  fyp- 
^rt,  exceed  thofe  employed  foe  the  Public. 

**  In  November,  the  Supply  failedfor  Norfolk  Ifiand  with 
iome  convifls,  and  returned  after  being  abfent  fix  weeks.— 
All  the  people  in  that  ifland  were  well,  and  their  crops,  after 
all  they  had  fuffered  from  rats,  bi-rds,  arid  a  worm  which 
had  done  them  confiderable  damage,  fo  good,  that  they  ha<| 
^rain  fufficient  forfix  months  bread  for  -every  one  upon  tht 
ifland,  referving  fufficient  for  their  next  year*s  crops, 

**  Early  in  January,  1790,  the  Supply  again  failed  for 
Norfolk  Ifland,  with  more  convifis ;  and  in  her  pafTage  left 
a  fmall  party  on  Lord  Howe  Ifland,  to  turn  turtle;  ^ut  in 
fifteen  days  only  three  were  taken ;  fo  that  no  great  advan- 
tages will  accrue-at  prefent  from  thence.  The  ifland  has  frelh 
water,  but  no  good  anchoring  ground. 

*^  Since  the  deaths  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  this  let- 
ter, one  wosnmi  has  fufiered  for  a  robbery,  five  childreiUiav^^  j 
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diedy  and  twenty-eight  children  have  been  born  ;  maiking  in 
allfcventj-feven  deaths,  and  eighty-fevtn  births* 


**  Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Plyllip  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Loid  Sydney,  dated  Sydney  Cove,  x^th  Fe- 
bruary, 1790. 

^*  IN  order  to 'get  a  knowledge  of  the  country  round  thit 
fettlement,  frequent  excurAons  have  been  made  fince  theiliips 
failed  in  November,  1788  ;  foon  after  which  I  went  to  Bo- 
tany Bay,  and  the  five  days  fpent  in  that  harbour  conBrmed 
roe  in  the  opinion  I  had  firft  formed  of  it— 'that  it  afforded 
no  eligible  iituation  for  fixing  the  fettlement,  and  was  a  bad 
harbour,  not  affording  good  fecurity  for  fliips  againft  the 
eafterly  winds,  which  frequently  blow  very  hard  in  the  win- 
ter, and  which  has  been  farther  proved  by  Captain  Hun ter^ 
and  the  Firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Sirius,  when  there  to  furvej 
the  bay, 

"  After  having  been  feveral  times  with  the  boats  to  Bro- 
ken Bay,  in  order  to  examine  the  different  branches  in  that 
harbour,  9  river  was  found ;  but  the  want  of  provifions  ob- 
liged us  to  return  without  being  able  to  trace  it  to  its  fource, 
which  has  fince  been  dojie ;  and  in  the  fixteen  days  we  were 
then  out,  all  thofe  branches  which  had  any  depth  of  water 
were  traced  as  far  as  the  boats  could  proceed. 

<^  The  breadth  of  this  river  (named  the  Hawkefbury)  is 
from  300  to  800  feet ;  and  it  appears,  from  the  foundings  we 
had,  to  be  navigable  for  the  largeft  merchant  fhips  to  the 
foot  of  Richmond  llWl  {  hut  as  the  water  near  the  head  of  the 
river  fomi^times  rifes,  after  very  heavy  rains,  thirty  feet 
above  its  common  level,  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  fhips  to  go 
fo  far  up ;  but  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  below  Richmond  Hilly 
they  would  lay  in  fre(h  water,  and  perfeSlly  fafe.  I  fpeak 
of  kichmond  Hill  as  be»ng  the  head  of  the  river,  it  there 
growing  very  fhallow,  and  dividing  into  two  branches. 

"  The  high  rocky  country  which  forms  Broken  Bay  is  loft 
as  you  proceed  up  the  Hawkeibury,  and  the  banks  otthe  ri- 
ver are  there  covered  with  timber,  the  foil  a  rich  light  mould ; 
arid  judging  from  the  little  we  faw  pf  thecountry>  I  fhould 
fnppofe  it  good  land  to  ^,  very  cpnfiderable  extent ;  the  other 
branches  of  frefli  water  are  flioal,  but  probably  run  maity 
iniles  farther  into  the  country  than  we  could  trace  them  with 
our  boats*  On  thefe  rivers  we  faw  great  numbers  of  wild 
ducks,  and  fome  black  fwans;  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hawkefbury^  fevfral  decoys  inade  b^  the  natives  to  catch 
Ihiei^uail. 
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^<  Richmond  Hill  (near  the  foot  of  whieb  a  fall  of  water 
prevented  our  proceeding  farther  with  the  boats)  is  the  foutli* 
crn  extremity  of  a  range  of  hills,  which,  running  to  the 
northward,  moft  probably  join  the  mountains  which  lay 
nearly  parallel  to  the  coafl,  from  fifty  to  fixty  miles  inland* 
The  foil  of  Rtchmond  Hill  is  good,  aud  it  lies  well  for  cul- 
tivation. Our  profpeil  from  the  hill  was  vpry  extenfive  to 
the  fouthward  and  eadward ;  thr  country  appearing,  from 
the  height  at  which  we  were,  to  be  a  level  covered  with  tim- 
ber :  there  is  a  flat  of  fix  or  feven  miles  between  Richmond 
Hill  and  a  break  in  the  mountains,  which  feparates  Lanf* 
down  and  Carmarthen  Hills ;  and  in  this  fiat,  1  fuppore,>the 
Hawkefbury  continue*i  its  courfe,  but  which  could  not  be 
feen  for  the  timber,  that,  with  very  lew  exceptions,  cover$ 
the  country  wherever  the  Ibil  is  good. 

**  The  great  advantages  of  fo  noble  a  river,  when  a  fettle- 
ment  can  be  made  on  its  banks,  will  be  obvious  to  your 
Lordfiiip. 

**  The  fettlement  made  at  Port  Jackfon,  near  the  head  of 
the  harbour  (Rofe  Hill)  very  fully  anfwersmy  expeflacions; 
the  foil  is  exceeding  good,  lies  well  for  cultivation,  and  is 
well  watered.  Six  miles  to  the  fouthward,  there  is  a  fmall 
frefh' water  river,  and  20  miles  to  the  weilward,  there  i«  a  mor^ 
'CtrnGderable  river,  the  fource  of  wlJch  I  fuppofe  to  be  at  the 
fo<Htof  the  mountains.  The  banks  of  this  river,  which  moft 
probably  empties  itfelf  into  the  Hawkefbury,  are  high  ;  the 
foil  a  good  light  mould,  and  covered  with  trees;  the  wood 
of  fomeof  thefe  trees  is  very  light;  they  are  about  the  fize 
of  large  walnut  trees,  which  they  refemble ;  tliey  flied  their 
leaves,  and  bear  a  fmall  fruit,  which  is  faid  to  be  very  whole* 
Ibme.  This  river  likewife  frequently  rifes  thirty  feet  above 
its  common  level ;  it  is,  as  far  as  I  have  feep  it,  from  300  to 
400  feet  in  breadth.  I  named  it  the  Nepean,  and  its  fource 
will  be  traced  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter ;  and  from  its  banks 
I  hope  to  reach  the  mountains,  which  has  been  attempted  by 
a  party  who  crofled  the  river,  but  after  the  firft  day*s  jour- 
ney, they  met  with  fuch  a  conftant  fucceflfion  of  deep  ra-^ 
vines,  the  fides  of  which  were  frequently  inacceflible,  that 
they  returned,  not  having  been  able  to  proceed  above  fifteen 
miles  in  five/lays;  when  they  turned  back,  they  fuppofed 
themfelves  to  be  12  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 

**  As  the  land  for  feveral  miles  to  the*  fouthward,  and 
twenty  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Rofe  Hill,  that  is,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Nepean,  is  as  fine  land  for  tillage  as  moft  in 
England,  (fome  few  particular  fpots  excei)ted,  the  foil  of 
which  is  poor,  but  bears  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the  good 
land)  I  propofe  that  traft  of  land  for  thofe  fettlers  which 
may  be  fent  out ;  and  though  they  will  be  placed  at  forae  [e 
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cKflance  from  each  other,  for  the  coniraniency  of  watcri 
(from  one  to  three  er  four  miles)  they  will  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  natives,  who  avoid  thofe  parts  we  moil 
frequent,  and  always  retire  at  the  £ght  of  two  or  three 
people  who  are  armed. 

*^  As  the  labour  of  clearing  the  ground  of  timber  will  be 
great,  I  think  each  fettler  fiiould  not  have  lefs  than  twenty 
men  on  his  farm,  wliich  I  fuppofe  to  be  from  five  hundred 
to  one  thoufand  acres :  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  that  nunv 
ber  of  convid^s  to  thofe  fettlers  who  come  out,  and  to  fup* 
port  them  for  two  years  from  the  public  ftores;  in  that  time, 
if  they  are  any  ways  indiidrious,  they  will  be  in  a  fituation 
to  fupport  themfelves,  and  I  do  not  think  they  would  be 
able  to  do  it  in  lefs  time.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two 
years,  they  may  return  half  the  convidts  they  have  been  al- 
lowed, and  would  want  no  farther  af&fianoe  from  Govefn- 
nient« 

<Mt  may  he  neceflary  to  grant  land^  to  officers  and  fot 
diers,  who  becoming  fettlers,  will  of  courfe  4>e  entitled  to 
every  indulgence ;  but  few  of  the  officers  now  here  hav* 
reaped  any  great  advantage  from. being  allowed  convidls  ;  and 
it  is  attended  with  unavoidable  inconveniences,  from  thofe 
convi^s  being  left  fo  much  Xo  themfelves,  ^ad  from  their 
mixing  with  the  foldiers.  It  may  be  found  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage  of  the  Crown  and  the  officer  likewife,  if  officers  oa 
duty  ill  this  fettlement  were  allowed  a  certain  quantity  of 
grain  to  fupport  their  live  Aock,  until  they  have  a  market  to 
go  to,  and  1  make  no  doubt,  but  that  in  the  third  year  from 
the  time  fettlers  arrive,  there  will  be  a  market  well  fupplied 
with  grain,  poultry,  iiogs,  and  i^oats,  of  all  which  there  has 
been  a  great  increafe,  but  killed,  from  wanting  corn  to  fttp< 
port  them ;  and  the  natives  fo  frequently  fetting  fire  to  the 
country, .  which  they  do  to  catch  theopoffum,  flying  fquir- 

'  re],    and   other  animals,    h;^s   prevented  fwine  tcom  being 
turned  out,  as  was  intended. 

<*  If  this  plan,  of  diftributing  amongft  the  fettlers  thofe 
convi£ls  who  are  not  immediately  necefTary  for  carrying  on  the 
public  works,  is  approved  of,  and  which  1  propofe,  as  appear- 
ing to  me  the  moft  likely  to  render  this  fettlement  independent, 
for  the  nt^ceffaries  of  life,  in  the  fhorteft  time  poffible,  theif 

•  are  many  regulations  which  will  of  courfe  take  place/' 
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<*  ExtraQs  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Phillip  to  Lord  Syd- 
ney, dated  Government  Houfe,  Sydney  Cove,  April  11, 
1790. 

"  THE  quantity  of  flour  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  by  the  Sirius,  was  lefs  than  I  expefted — four  months 
flour  only  for  the  fettlement,  and  a  year's  provifions  for  the 
Ihip's  company ;  and  it  was  neceilary  to  give  the  /hip  a  very 
confiderabie  repair  before  (he  could  be  fent  to  fea  again,  «vhich 
was  not  completed  before  the  middle  of  January,  when  I  had 
reafon  to  expedV  fliips  from  England  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
weeks.  The  fending  to  the  iflands  would  have  anfwered  as 
far  as  procuring  live  ftock  to  breed  from,  but  which  was  not 
immediately  wanted ;  and  what  the  Sirius  could  havd  brought 
for  the  confumption  of  fuch  a  number  of  people,  would  have 
\ieen  but  a  very  fmall  relief.  Howe  Ifland  had  been  tried 
feveral  times,  and  only  a  very  few  turtle  procured. 

**  The  goodnefsof  the  foil  on  Norfolk  Ifland,  and  the  in* 
dofiry  of  thofeemployed  there,  rendered  that  ifland  a  refource, 
and  the  only  one  that  oflTered,  when,  from  the  time  which 
had  pafled  fince  my  letters  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  been 
teceived  in  England,  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  fome  acci* 
dent  had  happened  to  the  ftore  fliips  fent  out. 

*'  I  therefore  ordered  two  companies  of  marines  to  be  ready 
to  embark  with  a  number  of  convidls,  by  the  5th  of  March, 
if  no  (hip  arrived  before  that  time;  and  a  proportion  of  what 
provifions  and  flores  remained  in  this  fettlement  being  put  on 
board  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  fixty-five  officers  and  men, 
with  five  women  and  children  from  the  detachment  and  ci- 
vil department,  one  hundred  and  fixteen  male  and  fixty-feven 
female  convids,  with  twenty  feven  children,  embarked  and 
failed  tl\e  6th  of  March. 

"  The  advantage  I  expe£led  by  fending  away  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  people,  was  from  the  little  garden  ground  they  would 
leave,  and  which  would  alfift  thole  who  remained,  and  the 
fifli  which  might  be  caught  in  the  winter  would  go  the  far- 
ther; at  the  fame  time,  thofe  fent  to  Norfolk  Ifland  would 
have  refources  in  the  great  abundance  of  vegetables  raifed 
there,  and  in  fi(h  and  birds,  which  this  fettlement  could  not 
afford  them ;  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  fent  more  con* 
vidls  to  that  ifland,  if  there  had  not  been  this  neceflfity. 

"  The  provifions  fent,  with  what  was  oA  the  ifland,  and 
the  wheat  and  Indian  corn  raifed  there,  more  than  would  be 
neceflary  for  feed,  was  calculated  to  laft  full  as  long  as  the 
provifions  in  this  place ;  and  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  from  the 
richnefs  of  the  foil,  a  man  may  fupport  himfelf,  with  little 
a&ilanct  from  the  flore^  after  the  timber  is  cleared  away. 
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'^  As  I  wifhed  to  fend  an  officer  to  England  who  coold 
give  fugh  information  as  cannot  be  conveyed  by  letters,  and 
die  detachment  was  now  divided,  I  replaced  the  officer  who 
was  Superintei^dant  and  Commandant  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  by 
Major  Rofs;  the  officer  1  have  recalled  having  been  two 
years  on  the  ifland,  is  very  capable  of  pointing  out  the  ad- 
vantages which  may  beexpefied  from  it,  and  I  (hink  it  pro- 
mifes  to  anfwer  very  fully  the  end  propofed  by  making  the 
fettlement ;  it  will  be  a  place  of  fecurity  for  tlie  convids^ 
where  they  will  foon  fupport  themtelves,  and  where  they 
may  be  advantageoufly  employed  in  cultivating  the  flax 
plant*^ 


**  Extrafts  from'  Inftruflions  given  by  Governor  Phillip  to 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  during  his  command  at  Norfolk 
Ifland,  dated  ad  March,   1790* 

<<  YOU  will  caufe  the  convifVs  to  be  employed  in  the 
cultivarion  of  the  land,  in  fuch  manner  as  (hall  appear  to 
you  the  bed  calculated  to  render  that  fettlement  independefit, 
as  far  as  refpe£ts  the  neceflaries  of  life^  paying  fuch  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  flax  plant  as  your  fituation  will  ad- 
mit of,  and  which  is  to  be  the  principal  obje£t,  when  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  are  fecured  to  the  fettlers. 

"  As  from  the  great  increafe  of  corn  and  othef  vegetable 
food,  which  may  be  expeded  from  a  common  induftry,  and 
hi  fo  fertile  a  foil,  after  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  is  cleared 
and  in  cultivation,  as  well  as  from  the  natural  increafe  of 
fwine  and  other  animals,  it  cannot  be  expedient  thaf  all  the 
convifts  ihoulJ  be  employed  in  attending  only  to  tlie  ob* 

{'tftSl  of  provifions,  you  are  to  caufe  the  greateft  poffible  num- 
Kjr  of  thefe  people  to  be  employed  in  cultivating  and  drefiing 
the  flax  plant,  as  a  means  of  acquiring  cloathing  for  them- 
felves  and  other  perfons,  who  may  hecome  fettlers,  as  well 
as  for  a  variety  of  maritime  purpofes,  and  for  which  its  fu- 
perior  excellence  renders  it  adefirahle  obje<ft  in  Eur(»pe. 

*"  You  will,  at  every  opportunity,  tranfmit  to  me  all  fuch 
remarks  or  obfcrvations  as  you  may  make  refpeCting  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil  on  the  ifland,  and  point  out  fuch  means  as 
may  appear  to  you  the  mod  likely  to  anfwer  the  views  o£ 
Ciov*ernment  in  the  cultivation  of  the  flax  plant,  and  in  ren- 
dering that  ifland  independent  for  the  neceflTaries  of  life,  aixi 
for  the  order  and  government  of  the  fettlers  thereon,  that 
fuch  information  may  from  me  be  tranfmitted  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minil\ers.* 
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DESCRIPTION  of  NORFOLK  ISLAND. 

Norfolk  lilaRd  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  29*^  00',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  168*^  00'  call :  its  form  is  nearly  an  oblong, 
and  contains  from  twelve  to  fourteen  thoufand  acres. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  hilly,  and  forae  of  the  vallies 
are  tolerably  large  for  the  fize  of  the  ifland ;  many  of  the 
bills  are  very  fteep,  and  fome  few  fo  very  perpendicular,  that 
th5*y  cannot  be  cultivated ;  but  where  fuch  fituations  are, 
they  will  do  very  well  for  fuel ;  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  are 
fome  extendve  flats. 

Mount  Pitt  is  the  only  remarkable  high  hill  in  the  illand, 
and  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  high.  The 
clifts  which  furround  the  ifland  are  about  forty  fathoms  high, 
and  perpendicular ;  the  bads  of  the  ifland  is  a  hard  Arm  clay. 
The  whole  ifland  is  covered  with  a  thick  wood,  choaked  up 
with  underwood. 

The  ifland  is  well  fupplied  with  many  ftreamsof  very  fine 
water ;  many  of  which  are  fufiiciently  large  to  turn  any 
number  of  mills.    Thefe  fprings  are  full  of  very  large  eels.        ^ 

From  the  coaft  to  the  fummit  of  Mount  Pitt,  is  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  richefl:  and  deepeft  foil  in  the  world,  which 
varies  from  a  rich  black  mould  to  a  fat  red  earth ;  we  have 
dug  down  forty  feet,  and  found  the  fame  foil ;  the  air  is  very 
wholefome,  and  the  climate  mav  be  called  a  very  healthy 
one ;  there  has  been  no  ficknefs  fince  1  firft  landed  on  the 
ifland. 

There  are  five  kitids  of  tre^s  on  the  Ifland,  which  are  good 
timber,  viz..  the  pin^  live  oak,  a  yellow  wood,  a  hard  black 
wood,  and  a  wood  not  unlike  the  Englifli  beech.  The  pine 
trees  are  of  a  great  fize,  many  of  which  are  from  180  to 
220  feet  in  height,  and  from  fix  to  nine  feet  in  diameter. 
Thofe  trees  which  are  from  160  to  180  feet  in  height,  are  in 
general  found  ;  from  the  root  to  the  lower  branches,  there  is 
from  80  to  90  feet  of  found  timber,  the  reft  is  too  hard  and 
knotty  for  ufe ;  it  fometimes  happens,  that  after  cutting  off 
twenty  feet  from  the  butt,  it  b^omes  rotten  or  fliakey,  for 
which  reafon  no  dependance  can  be  put  in  it  for  large  mafts 
or  yards.  The  timber  of  the  pine  is  very  ufeful  in  building, 
and  18  very  plentiful  along  the  coaft ;  its  difperfed  fituation 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland,  is.well  calculated  for  ered- 
ing  fuch  buildings  as  may  be  neceflTary.  From  what  I  have 
feen  of  this  wood,  I  think  it  is  very  durable.  Two  boats 
have  been  built  of  it,  and  have  anfwered  the  purpofe  fully. 

The  live  oak,  yellow  wood,  black  wood,  and  beech,  are 
all  of  a  clofe  grain,  And  are  a  durable  wood* 
Vol.  XXIX.  N  The 
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.  ^hc  flix  plant  of  New  Zealand  grows  fpontaneoufly  in 
many  parts  of  the  iiland,  but  moftly  abounds  on  the  fed  coaftv 
where  there  is  a  very  great  quantity  of  it ;  the  leaves  of 
Which  the  flax  is  made,  are,  when  full  grown,  fix  feet  long 
and  fix  inches  wide ;  each  plant  contains  feven  6f  thofe  leaves ; 
a  ftrong  woody  (lalk  rifes  from  the  centre,  which  bears  the 
^flowers ;  it  feeds  annually,  and  the  old  leaves  are  forced  out 
by  young  ones  every  year.  Every  method  has  been  tried  to 
work  it,  but  I  much  fear  that  until  a  native  of  NeW  Zealand 
can  be  carried  to  Norfolk  Ifland,  that  the  method  of  dreflitig 
.  that  valuable  commodity  will  not  be  known  ;  and  coald  thai 
be  obtained,  I  have  no  doubt  but  Norfolk  Ifland  would  very 
foon  clothe  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales* 

There  are  a  great  quantity  of  pigeons^  parrots,  hawks, 
and  other  fmaller  birds,  which  are  now  in  a  wild  ftate. 

The  groVind  is  much  infefted  with  different  kinds  of  the 
•grub  worm,  which  are  very  deftru£live  to  the  growth  of  ve- 
getables ;  they  are  moftly  troublefome  about  the  fpring*  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  when  more  jground  is  cleared  away,  that 
this  evil  will  ceafe. 

There  is  no  quadrupede  on  the  ifland,  except   the  rat, 
'  which  is  much  fmaller  than  the  Norway  rat :  thefe  yertnin 
were  very  troublefome  when  firil  we  landed,  but  at  prefent 
there  are  but  very  few. 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  abound  with  very  fine  fifli*  No 
opportunities  were  ever  loft  offending  the  boat  out,  which 
enabled  us  to  make  a  favittg  of  two  poands  of  meat,  eacb 
man,  a  week. 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  are  in  general  fteep  too,  and,  ex^^ 
ceptlng  at  Sydney,  Anfon,  Ball,  and  dfcade  Bays,  they  are 
inacceiCble,  being  furrounded  by  fteep  perpendicular  clife 
rifing  from  the  fea.  Some  rocks  are  fcattered  about  clofe  to 
the  (hore, 

Sydney  Bay,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  is  where  the 
fettlement  is  made.  Landing  at  this  place  entirely  depends 
on  the  wind  and  the  weather ;  I  have  feen  as  good  landii^  as 
in  the  Thames,  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  together,  and 
I  have  often  feen  it  impradkoble  to  land  for  ten  or  twelve 
days  fucceflively ;  but  it  is  much  oftener  good  landing  than 
bad. 

Anion  Bay  is  a  fmall  bay  with  a  fandy  b^ch,  where  land- 
ing is  in  general  good,  with  an  off-fliore  wind  and  moderate 
weather;  but  as  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland  are  fo  difficult 
of  accefs  from  thence,  no  (hip's  boats  have  ever  landed  there. 

Ball  Bay  is  on  this  fonth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland ;  the  beach 
is  a  large  loofe  ftbne ;  when  laftding  is  bad  in  Sydney  Bay,  it 
is  very  good  here,  as  it  alfo  is  in  CafcadeB^y,  on  the  horth 
fid#  of  the  ifland. 

n        }      During 
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During  the  winter  months,  viz.  from  April  to  Auguft, 
tl^  general  winds  are  the  feuth  and  foutb  weft,  with  heavy- 
gales  at  times*  In  the  fummer^  the  fouth-eaft  wind  blows 
alnooft  conftant. 

The  fpring  is  vifible  in  Auguft,  but  the  native  trees,  and 
many  plants  in  the  ifland,  are  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  flower- 
ing :  the  fummer  is  warm,  and  fometimes  the  droughts  are 
very  great ;  all  the  grain  and  European  plants  feeded  in  De- 
cember :  from  February  to  Auguft  may  be  called  the  rainy 
leafon,  not  that  I  think  there  is  any  ftated  times  for  rains 
ill  thefe  months,  as  it  A  fometimes  very  fine  weather  for  a 
fortnight  together,  but  when  the  rain  does  fall,  it  is  in  tor- 
rents* I  do  not  remember  above  three  claps  of  thunder  dur- 
ing the  time  I  was  on  the  ifland.  1  he  winter  is  very  plea* 
fant,  and  it  never  freezes. 

The  proper  time  for  fowing  wheat  and  barley  is  from  May 
to  Auguft,  and  is  got  in  in  December ;  that  which  has  been 
fbwed  has  produced  twenty- five  fold,  and  I  think  the  in- 
creafe  may  be  greater.  1  Vo  bufliels  of  tjarley,  fowed  in 
17899  produced  twenty  four  buftiels  of  a  found  full  grain. 

1  he  Indian  corn  produces  well,  and  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  beft  grain  to  cultivate  in  any  quantity,  on  account  of 
the  little  trouble  attending  its  growth,  and  manufa£luring 
for  eating. 

The  Rio  Janeiro  fugar  cane  grows  very  well,  and  is 
fhriving. 

Vines  and  oranges  are  very  thriving;  of  the  former  therf 
will  be  a  great  quantity  in  a  lew  ye^s. 

Potatoes  thrive  remarkably  welf,  and  yield  a  very  great 
increafe ;  I  think  two  crops  a  year  of  that  article  may  begot 
with  great  eafe.  ^ 

Every  kind  of  garden  vegetable  thrives  well,  and  comes  ta 
great  perfeAion. 

The  quantity  of  ground  cleared,  and  in  cultivation,  be- 
longing to  the  Public,  was,  on  the  13th  March,  1790,  from 
twenty-eight  to  thirty-two  acres,  and  about  eighteen  cleared 
l)jr  frise  people  and  convi^s  for  their  gardens. 

PHILIP  GIDLEY  KING. 
London, 
January  loth^  X79U 
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• 

y\n  Account. of  the  Number  of  Convifls  which  hare  teen  (hipped 
from  England  for  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  Number  intended 
to  be  feiit  in  the  Shipa  now  under  Orders  for  that  Service:  Made 
out  purfuant  to*  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons, 
dared  9th  Febrfiary, .  1 791. 

Numbers. 

Conv*i£ts  fhipped'  -—  — ^  2,029 

Convidls  intended  to  be  fent  in  the  fliips  now  under  orders      1,830 

Treafury  Chambers,  CHARLES  L,ONG, 

X  8  th  March,  1791. 


Aa  Account  of  the  Expence  incurred  in  tranfporting  Convi^s  t^ 
New  South  Wales,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  nuade  up. 

Nature  cf  the  Expcnc&s,  Jmount. 

Freight  of-  the  tranfpoft  fhips,  with  the  expence  of        £.      s,     d, 
fitting  them  for.  the  fervice  — ;  •— '      42,271     o    4, 

Cloathing,  flops, 'an*d  bedding  ^— -.  — .        4,939  16'   8 

Viftualling  and  providing  for  the  convi6>s  and 
the  marine  guard,. prior  to  failing,  asalfo 
on  the  paflage,  and  for  a  ftore  there,  viz. 

I.  s.  d. 

Prior  to  failing          -.  '            -        4*324  i  H 

On  the  paflage            t            -         7,310  12  2 

For  a  ftore  at  N^w  South  Wales     16,205  3  ^ 

Wine,  eflencc  of  malt,  &c.                  381  15  X 

■■ 28,221    12      2 

Handcuffs  and  irons  foe  fec^ringthqcoovi6^8        -  42     o  i 
Stationary  for  the  Commiffary  of  Stores  and  Provifions, 

and  for  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Marines         *  63  19.  4 

Tools,  implements  of  huftandry,  &;c.                — *  3>^S^     8  7 

Marquees  and  camp  equipage  for  marine  officers  309    4  i 

Portable  houfe  for  the  Governor                  —  130    o  o 

Medicines,  drugs,  furgeon$Mnftrument$,  and  neceflarieg  1,429  15  5 

Seed  grain                •**—                           —  286  17  4 

Carried  over  ^''''^-        80,830  14    o 
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Uature  of  ihe  Expences.     .  jfmowt. 

£•     s.  d. 

Brought  over        — —      ^  80,830  14  ci 

Old  canvas  fupplied  from  Portfmouth  dock-yard,  for  * 
tents,  &c»    for  the  convi&s,  until  huts  could  be 

ere£led               —                                  — —                   69    o  9 

Hearths,  coppers,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  fettlement           118  xo  3 
Pay  and  difburfements  of  the  agent  to  the  tranfports 

employed  on  this  ferviee                           ■                        881     6  6 


Tliis  expence  has  been  incurred  upon  the  firft 
expedition,  and  is  all  paid. 

Charge  of  cloathing,  vi£lualling,  and  tranfport- 
ing  female  convi£ts  in  the  Lady  Juliana, 
hired  in  December  1788,  viz. 

^.       s.    d. 
Paid  already  upon  account  -  4^26^  18     9 

£lilimate  of  what  more  may  be  due, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  fhip 
may  have  been  difcharged  at  Port 
Jjickfon  from  the  pav  ofthis  Board, 
at  the  end  of  Auguft  laft  -        3>454    3     2 


8i>899  II    ^ 


7>724    I  i» 


Charge  of  the  Juftinian,  hired  in  Nov.  1789,  for 
a  ftore  fhip  to  Port  Jackfon,  and  from  thence  to 
proceed  to  China-to  bring  home  teas  for  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  viz.  • 

Freight  for  two  years,  the  time  calcu- 
lated for  the  performance  of  thofe 
(ervices  out  and  home  —  7>389    o    O 

I>edu£l  what  may  be  expefted  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  Company  for  freight 
of  the  teas  (he  may  bring  home  5000    o    o 

There  remains  the  fum  of  -         2^389    o    # 

Note. — 623I.  as.,  part  of  the  fum  of  2,3891.,  being 
the  amount  of  the  expence  incurred  on  account  of 
this  fliip,  according  to  the  above  eftimate,  has 
bfen  already  paid^  which  leaves  a  balance  due  of 
117651.  1 8s. 
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Nature  of  tbt  Expenciu  Amount. 

^  Brought  over         —         •92,012  13     5 

Piiy  and  difburfements  of  the  two  agents  who  went 
out  io  the  Lady  Juliana  and  Juftmian  -^  hSpQ     o     Q 

Charge  of  vidualling^  cloathing,  and  tranfport- 
ing  convicts,  accordmg  to  agreements  with  Mr» 
Whitlock,  in  Auguil  1789,  and  with  MeiTrs. 
Camden,  Calvert,  and  King,  inNovemb,  1790, 

YJZ. 

£.      s.  d. 

Paid  wpon  account  to  Mr.  Whitlock      >7>463     3  9 
Ditto  to  MefTrs.  Camden,  Calvert,  and 

King                30,100.    a  o 

471563  3.  % 
The  total  expence  cannot  be  known 
until  the  fei  vice  is  over,  and  the  ac- 
counts are  fettled ;  but  it  is  eilimat- 
ed  that  what  will  remain  due  upon 
the  above  two  agreements  will  not 
probably  be  kfs  than  *  20,000     o    O 

67,563     3      ^ 


161,075  17     a 


The  expence  incurred  on  His  Majefty*s  fti:ps  fent  on 
fervice  to  New  South  Wales,  is  eftimated  to  be  as 
under,  viz. 

I.      5.    d. 

OntheSirius  -  45*183    o    o 

Supply  tender  171283    a    o 

Guardian         -  22,924    o^    o 

Gorgon  -     10,211     o    o 

95,601    o    o 


Whitehall,  Treafory  Chambers, 

18th  March,  1791.  CHARLES  LONG. 

N.B.  In  the  preceding  account,  the  charges  incurred  for  tbetran(port 
of  200  cony  ids  from  Ireland  are  included. 
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An  Account  of  the  Qaantity  and  Coft  of  the  Provij[iOn$  and  Stores 
which  have  been  fent  to  New  South  Wales  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Support  of  the  Settlements  there,  as  far  as  tlW  fame  can  be.  m^de  Up. 

^600  tons  of  provifions  Shipped  in  June        ^.      i,     rf.        £•      s.    dm 
'andJu1yi7S9  -  12,034    8    ^ 

300  tons  of  provifions  Clipped  in  De- 

ceoiber  1789  -  -  6,178     4    o 

450  tons  ditto    ditto,     February  1791  9,514  10    2 

' — ^7>727    z    8 

Cloathing,     comprehending    leather, 

ihoes,  ftockings,  hats,  cloths,  Ozen- 
burgs,  blankets,  rugs,  tape^  thread, 
-      &c.  -  '     16,865     2     3I 

Implements,  &c.  comprehenditig  im^ 
elements  of  hufbandry,  iron,  fteel, 
blackfmith,  armourer,  carpenter, 
bricklayer,  and  mafons  tools,  nails,, 
'  hoes,  axes,  gla^fs,  iron  pots,  tin 
j^lates,  iifhing  tackle,  hooks,  twine, 
Aread,  tope,  hawfers,  pig  and  (heet 
lead,  ihot,  ball,  gunpowder,  bowls, 
paints,  oil,  canvas,  bibles,  prayer 
and  other  books,  weights,  fcale^, 
meafures,' waggons,  &c.        -  i'>77^  10    3f 

Medicines,  hofpital  ftores,  compre- 
hending a  moveable  hofpital,  fheets, 
blanket^,  rugs,  palliaiTes,  chirurgi- 
cal  inilruments  and  neceffaries,  pew- 
ter, tin,  and  cqpperware,  kettles, 
wine,  vinegar,  groceries,  flannel, 
fait,  hammocks,  foup,  oatmeal,  bar- 
ley, rice,  iago,  &c.  -  23,129     8    o 

^^..  5i>767    o    71 

Oftdifcounts      -      2,011     2     I 

• '49^755  18   H 

Amount  of  bills  drawn  by  Governor 

Phillip  and  Commiflary  Miller  on  t 

the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  for  fun- 
dry  provtiions,  (lores,  and  necefla* 
lies,  tjT  the  ufe  of  the  fcttlement        *     -  -      7*070    3    6 


84.553    4    8i 

— ■■■  ■  ■■  <. 


In  the  aforegoing  account  is  included  the  coft  of  12  months  provifions^ 
clcthiug,  itores,  &c.  for  200  con vidls  from  Ireland,  after  thc^ir  arrival. 

Treafury  Chambers, 
18th March,  I79I,  CHARLES  LONG, 
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An  Account  of  the  Charge  and  Expence  of  the  Civil  and  Military 
Eftabliflunents  in  the  Settlements  of  New  South  Wales. 

Civil  eftablifhment  to  iothO(^«  1790        -  -        I3>i90  17   8 

Military  Eftablifliment. 
P:iy  of  marines  to  ift  Jan.  1 701,  about  18^784    6    Q, 
Charge  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps^ 
from  5th  June  to  24th  December, 
1789,    including  levy   money,  the 
^    allowance  for  clothing  and  accoutre- 
ments, and  contingencies  -        4975^     S  11 
The  charge  of  the  faid  corps  ibr  the 
year  1790,  according  to  the  eftab* 
liihment         .      -                  -  6,134    7     3 

— — " 299669  16   i 

Total  expence  of  the  civil  and  military 
eftablifliment,  from  the  commence- 
ment thereof  in  1787,  tothepre* 
fent  period  -  -  -^  42,860  13  10 

Future  annual  expence  of  the  civil 

eftablifliment         -  -  3>856    o    o 

Future  annual  charge  of  the  military 
"    eftablifliment  *  -  6,134     7     3 

9>990    7     3 


Treafury  Chambers, 
^8th  March,  1791.  CHARLES  LONG. 
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jMonddy^  I  ith  ApriU    ^ 

Mr*  Sheridan  objeAed  againfl  the  mode  of  appointing  the     Mr. 
Finaqce  Committee,  as  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  Mini-  *h«nd«n* 
£er  to  procure  nin^  of  bis  own  friends  to  decide  on  the  truth 
of  his  own  ftatement»« 

Mr.  Steele  contended  that  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  Mr.  Scccit 
by  ballot  was  unobjt  £tionable,  even-  on  the  ground  ftatcd  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  as  every  Member  was  at  liberty  . 

to  give  in  a  lift  of  fuch  name^  as  he  thought  proper..     , 
1  he  Houfe  then  balloted  for  a  Committee,  the  Members 

^  being  called  over  in  the  order  of  the  counties,  and  each  giv- 

I   ing  in  a  lift  of  nide  names  in  the  ufual  form. 

A  motion  was  made,  ^  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
'<  Houfe,  A  lift  of  the  names  of  fuch  proprietors  of  all  the 
^  djflferent  forts  of  annuities,  (life  annuity  excepted)  as  ate. 

I  •(  payable  and  in  the  management  of  His  Majefty's  Exche- 
'*  quer,  as  were  entitled  to  annuities  on  or  before  the  3tft 

;    <<  day  of  December,  1780,  and  which  now  remain  unpaid^ 

;  ^  ftatiffig  the  dates  when  the  £rft  of  the  faid  annuities  be- 
<*  came  payable,  together  with  fuch  defcriptions  of  the  faid 

;    "  perfbns  as  may  be  entered  in  the  books,  orders,  or  rolls 

I    **  of  His  Majefty*s  Exchequer.'* 

I  '^  That  there  be  alfo  laid  before  this  Houfe  an  account  of 
^  the  money  expended  on  the  works  at  Somerfet  Place^  from 

I    ^  the  commencement  to  Lady  Day  1791 ;  and  an  eftimate 

'  "  of  the  fums  which  will  be  neceftary  to  complete  the  fame ; 
"  dewing  how  much  of  the  money  expended  has  been  ac- 
^  counted  for,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  Exchequer^ 
**  and  for  how  much  of  the  remainder^  vouchers  have  been 
*  produced  to  the  perfons  appointed  to  fuperintend  tbeworks 
^  carrying  on  under  the  direAion  of  bir  William  Cham* 

i    «bcrs.» 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  themfelves  into  a  Committee 
so  the  farther  co^iideration  of  the  Corn  bill,  and  Mr.  Bram« 
fton  having  taken  the  chair, 

Mr.  Pewys  rofe,  when  the  claufe  for  warehoufing  corn  im-  Mr. 
poncd  was  read,  and  exprefled  his  aftonifliment  that,  as  it  ^owyi, 
had  been  already  negatived,  it  fhould  have  been  again  intro* 
daced  without  a  general  notice  that  it  was  intended  again  to 
make  it  the  fubjed  of  difcuffion.  Many  gentleman  who 
voted  againft  the  claufe  were  not  aware  that  the  tBkSt  of  re- 
ooromiting  the  bill,  would  prove  the  re-introduQion  of  the 
daiife. 

Mr.  Ryder  anfwerod,  that  if  the  right^onourable  gentle*     Mr. 
man  would  pleafe  to  recoiled,  he  muft  befatisfied  that  iaffi-  ^X^* 
cient  intimation  had  been  given  that  the  claufe  was  again  to 
lefobmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  it  was 
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fo  fubmitted  on  grounds  which  demanded  very  ferioas  atten- 
tion.    The  regulations  of  a  permanent  fyftem  ought  not  only 
to  be  fuch  as  to  provide  the  country  with  a  fupply  of  coros- 
when  that  became  neceflary,  but  to  provide  it  with  the  leaft 
poflible  delay.     If  corn  imported  was  not'allowed  to  be  ware- 
houfedy  a  confiderable  length  of  time  after  a  fupply  became 
neceflary  muft  elapfe  betore  that  fupply  could  be  Qbtained 
from  foreign  countries  ;  and  when  it  was  obtained^  thequan* 
tity  brought  into  our  ports  might  be  fufficient  for  fix  months 
confumption,  When  we  wanted  only  enough  for  three*      If 
corn  was  ordered  from  America,  to  which  we  muft  naturally 
look  for  a  fupply  when  wanted,  the  ports  might  be  Ihut 
againft  importation  before  the  corn  fo  ordered  anived,  and 
the  owners  would  become  obliged  to  carry  it  elfewhere,  and 
fell  it  at  a  lofs;  a  circumftance  which  would  go  a  great  length 
to  preclude  importation  from  that  quarter.    If,  on  the  con- 
trary, corn  imported,  when  the  price  was  under  the  rego-* 
lated  price  at  which  it  was  allowed  to  be  brought  to  market, 
were  warehoufed,  a  fupply  would  be  inftantly  at  hand,  when 
the  price  rofe  fo  high  as  to  (hew  that  a  fupply  of  foreign 
corn  was  neceflary.     The  fyftem  of  warehoufing,  as  far  as 
it  had  gone,  had  done  no  harm.     On  the  contrary,  it  had 
proved  beneficial.      On  this  argument  he  did  not  mean  to 
lay  much  ftrefs,  becaufe  the  eiled  had  been  but  fmall,  and 
the  quantity  warehoufed  inconfiderable.     As  far  as  it  went^ 
however,  it  tended  to  encourage  the  navigation  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  which  might  be  ftill  further  benefited 
by  it;  and  it  would  give  thedefirable  means  of  enlarging  the 
returns  from  America,  and  confequently  extending  the  (ale 
t»f  manufactures. 
Mr.  Mr%  pDwys  having  premifed  that   the  right  honourable 

frowys.  gentleman  had  .intimated  to  him  that  the  claufe  was  to  be 
again  introduced,  but  the  intimation  had  not  been  fuch  as  to 
he  generally  underftood,  for  he  had  been  unable  to  convince 
ieveral  gentlemen  that  it  could  be  dons  by  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe.  The  firft  ground  on  which  the  renewed  introduc- 
tion of  the  claufe  was  defended,  was,  that  it  tended  to  pro- 
mote navigation  and  commerce;  and  the  fecond,  that  it 
would  provide  a  fupply  of  corn  for  the  confumption  of  the 
country,  always  ready  to  be  ufed  when  wanted,  obferved, 
that  the  firft  appeared  to  be  true  only  with  refped  to  Ame- 
rica, but  not  with  refpedl  to  countries  bordering  on  the  Bal- 
tic, A:t>m  which  the  greater  part  of  our  foreign  fupplies  was 
drawn,  and  from  which  the  voyage  was  fo  (hort,  that  there 
was  little  riik  of  the  ports  being  (hut  between  ordering  and 
•  •'  .  -  receiving  a  fupplv,  unlefs  they  had  been  opened  by  frau- 
dulent means.  The  fecond  was  true,  only  when  com  was 
plenty,  laiai  the  price  moderate  in  other  parts  of  Europe ; 
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becaufe,  under  other  circumftances,  that  very  corn  which 
was  warehoufed  as  a  fuppiy  for  this  country,  would  be  re* 
fliipped  for  exportation.  Ihis  was  the  true  reafon  why  fo 
little  had  been  hitherto  taken  from  the  warehoufes  for  home 
confumption.  Mr.  Powys  ftated  that  two  principles  were 
]aid  down  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council, 
which  he  approved,  and  which  were  in  dire<fl  oppofition  to 
the  clauTe,  Firft,  that  the  fupply  of  corn  from  the  tillage 
of  the  country  was  thebeft  fupply;  and  fecondly,  that  the 
Aacks  and  barns  of  the  farmer  were  the  bed  ftores  of  corn. 
IThe  warehoufing  of  foreign  corn  could  not  afford  a  fupply 
to  be  depended  on,  unlefs  when  the  price  role,  2^  embargo 
were  to  be  laid  on  the -exportation  of  it,  which  would  be  in 
efft^  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Public  towards  the 
importers,  and  a  proceeding  fo  harfh,  as  nothing  but  extreme 
neceifity  could  juftify*  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  depref^ 
the  fpirit  and  the  induftry  of  the  farmer,  who  would  fee,  that 
whenever  he  refufed  the  price  offered  by  the  corn  dealer,  the 
latter  had  a  quantity  of  foreign  corn  at  hand  ready  to  be 
poured  into  the  market,  and  which,  by  his  influence  over 
the  market,  he  would  find,  almoft  at  pleafure,  the  means  of 
introducing. 

It  was  agreed  to  go  through  the  amendments,  previoufly 
to  the  decifion  upon  the  clauie  itfelf. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Watfon  propofed  adding  Bridport  to  the  num- 
ber of  ports  at  which  warehoufes  were  to  be  eflablifhed. — 
Mn  Pelham  mentioned  Shoreham  and  Arundel ;  and  Mr. 
Pulteney,  Weymouth. 

Mr.  RyJer  obferved,  that  as  thefe  places  had  not  been  be-  Mr. 
fore  mentioned,  he  was  not  prepared  with  fuch  information  Ryder. 
refpeAing  them,  as  enabled  him  to  fay  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  add  them  or  not.  He  next  faid,  that  with  foroe 
.  variation  from  the  original  plan,  it  was  meant  that  the  Crown 
(hould  pay  rent  for  the  warehoufes,  at  the  rate  of  two  (hil- 
lings and  fixpence  a  week  per  hundred  quarters  of  corn  flored^ 
;ind  that  as  wheat  and  rye  were  the  principal  forts  of  bread 
com  brpught  from  ^  difiancei  they  ihoul4  be  the  only  forts 
ftored. 

Mr.  Harrifin  contended,  that  thofe  who  imported  com      Mr. 
to.  be  ftored,  ought  at  leaft  to  pay  the  expence  of  it.     This  Harrifon. 
price  of  ftoring  would  operate  as  a  premium  on  importation 
againft  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  the  very  corn  fo  paid 
for,    might  be  afterwards  fra\ululently    exported  with  a 
bounty. 

Colonel  Mocked  remarked,  that  oats  were  the  bread  com    Colonel 
of  great  part  of  Scotland,  and  that  if  warehoufing  the  bread  Macleod. 
corn  of  one  part  of  the  country  were  to  be  paid  for  by  th^ 
Public,  that  of  another  was  entitled  to  the  fame  advantage.    .  . 
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Much  of  the  corn  imported  at  Greenock  was  Waiehoafed. 
there  for  the  purpofe  of  being  diftnbuted  along  the  weftcoaft 

and  country  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thought  it  very  needlefs  to  obje& 
againft  allowing  every  advantage  to  one  part  of  the  country 
that  was  granted  to  another ;  nor  did  he  fee  any  reafon  for 
infixing  on  this  part  of  the  claufe.  He  only  begged  thsit  tfte 
feveial  parts  might  be  confidered  on  their  feparate  and  diftind 
grounds;  that  paying  for  '  arehoufing  in  general  might;  not 
be  rejected  on  account  of  any  fuppofed  inequality;  and  that 
the  whole  claufe  might  not  be  lejcded  on  account  of  the  pro* 
pofition  to  pay  for  wan  houfing. 
Mr.  Mr.  Pultenty  conceived  it  proper  to  admit  the  claufe  f<a; 

Puluney.  v^arehoufing,  but  not  paying  for   it   at  the  public  expenoe, 
obfervingy  that  Holland,  where  the  import  and  export  of 
corn  was  a  trade,  never  paid  the  expence  of  warehoufing, 
Mr.  Ryder  agreed  to  withdraw  this  part  of  the  claufe. 
Lord         Lord  Sheffield  faid,,  no  part  of  the  very  obje^ionable  bill 

Sheffield,  ^^j  likely  to  be  more  ruinous  to  tillage  than  the  claufe  then 
before  the  Committee.  The  mifchief  of  heaping  up  immenfe 
>  magazmes  of  foreign  corn  in  every  part  of  the  kingd^.ni, 
ihould  be  obvious  to  every  man.  It. was  impoilible  to  invent 
any  thing  more  injurious  to  tillage,  than  to  fuflFer  every 
country  in  the  world  to  keep  their  cheap  corn  in  magazines 
in  this  country,  and  in  readinefs  to  be  poured,  by  means  of 
our  canals,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  kingdom,  whenever 
the  ports  are  opened,  either  through  fraudulent  means  in  the 
diftri^lsy  or  becaufe  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  our  ufual  con- 
fumption  was  wanting.  The  arrival  of  a  hundred  fillips  in 
one  day  with  corn,  would  not  ruin  the  market  fo  Completely 
as  the  opening  of  the  magazines  of  one  port  would  do.— ^ 
More  corn  had  been  turn«l  loofe  in  one  day  than  one  hun- 
dred ftiips  could  carry.  When  our  Opulent  dealers  in  cOm> 
had  filled  their  magazines,  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter,  at 
a  moderate  expence,  to  raife  the  price  of  corn  in  the  markets 
which  regulate  importation  in  the  diflridV,  foas  to  open  the 
ports,  and  even  at  the  time  that  the  price  in  the  corn^grt)w* 
ing  counties  of  England^night  be  very  low.  The  ports  and 
magazines  once  opened  for  importation,  muft  remain  fo  for 
three  months,  notwithftanding  tlie  magazines  poured  out 
ten  times  more  than  was  wanted.  Corn  often  came  here  -at 
very  low  prices.  It  came  from  America,  and  muft  be  fold  in 
payment  at  any  price,  even  below  its  real  value,  and  it  would 
be  taken  in.  payment  at  any  ratei,  rath^  than  have  no  payment. 
It  fo  happened  that  fome  corn-growing  countries,  wanting 
bulky  articles  from  this  iQand,  could  fend  it  almoft  without 
charging  freight.  Above  100,000  tons  of  fhipping  came 
yearly  from  the  Baltic^  from  Flanders^  and  I^clandf  to  Li- 
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yerpool,  for  fait,  and  coiild  afford  to  bring  500,006  Quarters 
pf  wheat  at  a  verjr  fmall  expence.  On  an  average  of  ihany 
years,  the  price  of  wheat  at  Dantzic  had  been  at  29s.  6d.  ; 
the  price  had  be6n  often  at  70$*  in  Ireland ;  and  he  knew  it 
to  be  thc^  opinion  of  a  Virginian  gentleman,  that  itanfwered 
better,  even  on  James  River,  to  grow  wheat  at  2s.  6d*  per 
bttlhel,  than  tobacco  at  19s.  per  cwt.,  which  was  an  high 
price,  and  that  price  of  as.  6d.  was  only  currency,  and  not 
more  than  2od«  fterling.  The  farmers  would  foon  fee  they 
could  not  raife  corn  in  competition,  and  neceflarily  would 
torn  from  tillage  to  pafture.  The  defolation,  and  alio  the 
dependance  on  foreign  countries  for  fubGdence,  which  muft 
neceflarily  take  place,  would  be  obvious' to  every  «one«  Even 
if  the  farmer  could  afford  to  fell  in  competition,  he  often 
would  not  have  time  to  bring  his  corn  to  thofe  parts  where 
the  ports  might  be  fuddenly  opened.  He  added,  that  thofe 
magazines  were  unneceflary  ;  we  never  had  fuch  during  the 
profperoQS  time  of  our  corn  trade ;  they  were  not  wanted ; 
the  magazines  of  Holland  were  near  enough,  and  famine  did 
not  come  on  fuddenly.  Ireland,  by  preventing  importation, 
was  become  a  great  corn  country,  and  would  now  always  be 
a  magazine  for  this  country.  His  Lordfliip  ob&rved,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  claufe  in  queftion  paffed,  the  growth  of  corn 
in  Ireland  would  be  greatly  difcouraged,  and  that  country 
would  be  deprived  of  all  the  natural  advantages  of  her 
^tuation.  < 

Mr.  Ryder  remarked  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  very  ex-  Mr. 
traordinary,  not  to  fay  abfurd,  to  predidl  riot  from  that  Ryder, 
which  had  exifted  eighteen  years  without  any  fuch  cffeSt* 
Petitions  had  been  prcfented  from  Liverpool,  Manchefter, 
and  Birmingham,  in  favour  of  the  claufe,  fince  it  was  con- 
fefledly  obje£led  againft,  and  would  probably  have  come  from 
inany  other  places,  had  that  been  known  fooner.  The  com 
warehoufed  could  only  be  re-exported,  when  the  price  in 
other  countries  was  conitderably  higher  than  in  this ;  and 
even  in  that  extreme  cafe,  how  much  worfe  would  our  fitu- 
ation  be,  without  any  warehoufed  at  all  ? 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  claufe; 

Ayes,  56;  Noes,  70.     Majority  againft  it,  14. 

On  the  claufe  for  dividing  the  country  into  eleven  diftri6is, 
with  a  view  to  afcertaining  the  export  and  import  prices  in 
each, 

Mr.  Powys  read  a  few  lines  from  the  reprefentation  of  the     Mr. 
Committee  of  Privy  Council,  in  which  he  entirely  acquiefced    P«^y«* 
on  this  point,  although  he  had  not  been  able  to  dlfcover  the 
realbn  which  induced  the  framers  of  the  bill  to  deviate  from 
the  opinion  there  laid  down.    The  paflage  was,  in  fubftance. 
That,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  com  tt^fj,,9^Spg\^ 
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iieral  average  ought  to  be  formed  on  the  prices  in  all  parts 
of  the  country^  becaufefuch  a  regulation  would  tend  to  equa- 
lize the  price^  to  fupply  one  part  of  the  country  from  an« 
other,  and  to  keep  a  fufficient  flock  of  corn  in  the  kingdciD« 
On  this  he  fhould  reft  his  objection  to  the  divifion  into  dif* 
trifis. 
Mr.  Mr.  Ryder  contended,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 

Ryder,  of  Privy  Council  was  entitled  to  great  weight ;  but  the  expe« 
riment  of  a  general  average,  as  far  as  it  had  bncen  tried,  ha4 
not  been  found  to  anfwer.  The  growing  counties  comr 
plained  that  their  ports  were  not  opened  foon  enough  for  ex- 
portation, and  the  manufa£luring  counties  complained  that 
thcir*s  were  not  opened  foon  enough  for  importation. 

Mr.  Powys  moved,  ^^  That  the  average  (hould  be  taken^ 

^*  not  by  diftridts,  but  on  the  kingdom  at  large." 

Lord  Lojd  Sheffield  faid,  he  flioujd  prefer  the  average  of  the 

^hcpield.  ^hoie  kingdom,  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  frauds ; 

but,  to  remove  the  obje£lions  which  had  been  ftarted,  he 

fhould  only  propofe  it   in  refpe£l   to  importation,  and  that 

exportation  fhould  be  regulated  bv  the  average  ofthediftridy 

which  was  the  mode  purfued  by  Ireland,  and  had  anfwered 

very  well.     He  added,  that  his  only  objedion  to  the  average 

of  the  whole  kingdom  was,  that  it  would  open  the  ports  tQ 

importation  confiderably  fooner  than  the  average  of  the  ma<* 

t  ritime  diftri<Sts,  but  he  thought  it  by  far  the  moft  reafoaable 

and  heft  mode. 

On  the  queftion  being  put^  the  claofe  was  carried  by  ^  di<t 
vilion ; 

Ayes,  65 ;  Noes,  58, 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

,  ^uefday^   llth  Jpril. 

Mr.  Grey  Mr.  Cf^y  now  riling,  obferved,  that  he  had  deCgned  to 
introduce  a  motion  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com.- 
mi  tree  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  and  alfo  to  have  folio  we4 
up  that  motion  with  certain  propoGtions  in  that  Committee, 
As  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country  was  one^of  the  mofl 
important  and  critical,  he  had  conceived  that  every  .oppor* 
tunity  would  have  arifen  for  the  moil  ample  difcuflion  of  the 
refolutions  which  he  (hould  have  had  the  honour  of  propofing; 
but  having  been  given  to  underftand,  from  high  authority  in 
that  Houfe,  that  an  objedlion  would  he  taken  to  fuch  a  Com-* 
mittee,  and  that  this  obje<5lion  would  befupported  by  flrong 
reafons;  and  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  nearly  the  fame 
thing  whether  theobjefkion  wasfupported  on  ftrong  grounds 
or  not,  he  had  been  induced,  for  ihe  prefent,  to  deviate  from 
his  intention  of  moving  for  that  Committee,  in  order  to  come 
immediately  before  the  I;][oufe  with  certain  propofitions..     If 
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vcre  to  adapt  fiis  condu£t  to  what  he  had  foms  reafon  to  b^*' 
lieve  would  be  the  condud  of  thofe  oppofite  to  him,  it  would 
not  prove  neceflary  for  him   to  trefpafs  much  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Houfe:  merely  to  (late  his  propofitions,  and 
to  beg  the  acquiefcence  of  the  Houfe  in  thofe  propofitions, 
Would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  certainly  fuffice ;  and  his  claim  to  dd 
fo,  might  not,  perhaps,  be  altogether  unreafdnable.     For, 
there  was  not  one  man  who  would  not  find  himfelf  ready  td 
adroit  them  upon  the  principles  of  common  fenfe,  and  on  si 
ready  confirmation  of  thofe  eAablifhed  principles  of  policy 
and  joftice,  which  had  ever  regulated  all  wife  men  who  had 
taken  any  part  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  which*  had 
never  been  departed  from,  but  by  thofe  whofe  ignorance  and 
obftinacy  bad  led  them  to  zSt  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  their 
ftations.     Notwith (landing  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations* 
before  he  ventured  to  aik  the  acquiefcence  of  the  Houfe  in 
hit  refolutions,  he  (hould  endeavour  to  fupport  them  by  the 
beft  arguments  which  occurred   to  him,  leaving   it  to  his 
friends  to   fupply  his  defefls,  which  he  had  no   doubt  but 
;  tbey  would  do  with  the  greated  ability.     He  hoped  to  be 
I  able  to  pcrfuade  the  Houfe  of  the  truth  of  all  the  propofitions 
which  he  fhoald  (late.    He  conceived  that  there  were  fome 
I  points  concerning  which  mankind  were  generally  agreed. 
\  There  were  fome  truths  which  appeared  to  be  fo  clear  and 
'  evident,  that  no  man  was  difpofed  to  difpute  them.    Among 
i  thcfe,  he  conceived,  muft  be  reckoned  the  jud  caufes  of  go«> 
ing  to  war.    Of  this  nature,  alfo,  were  thofe  maxims  of  po* 
&y,  which  ought  to  govern  this  country  in  all  its  connec- 
tions with  foreign  powers*     The  only  jufl  caufe  of  war  ori- 
ginated in  the  principle  of  felf-defence.    This  principle  of 
felf-defence  was  not  confined  to  nations  in  the  fame  manner 
as  it  was  to  individuals.     Individuals  were  only  allowed  to 
I  arail  themfelves  of  this  principle,  when  the  danger  was  im- 
minent and  pitffing,  and  where  the  laws  inflituted  for  the 
protedion   ot  fociety,  could  not  operate  and  enfure  theit 
^  '  ty.    A  nation's  right  of  attack,  was  founded  in,  and  mufl 
iginate  out  of,  the  principle  of  felf-defence ;  and  no  war 
lid  be  jufiified  on  the  grounds  (to  ufe  a  fafhionable  phrafe) 
political  expediency,    whatever  the  confequences  of  it 
'it  be,  and  however  profitable  and  advantageous  it  might 
out  to  the  State.     The  principle  of  felf-defence,   there- 
was  the  fole  ground  on  which  a  war  could  be  jufiified. 
^ cafes  where  a  war  was  ju(l,  might  be  reduced  to  three 
I  ft,  when  it  was  undertaken  to  redeem  a  right  forcibly 
^thholden,  and  to  which  we  had  an  irrefiflible  claim ;  fe- 
lly, in  providing  fi^r  future  (afety ;  and  the  laft,  a  right 
repelling  an  tinjuft  attack.    Thefe  were  the  onlythrcQ 
which  coaldjuftify  any  war,  except  another,  whic^ole 
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might  be  included  under  the  third,  and  that  war  where  an 
ally  had  been  unjuftly  attacked.  He  laid  particalar  ikvtb 
upon  the  words  <*  unjuflly  attacked,'*  not  being  willing  to 
admit,  that  when  an  ally  was  an  aggreflTofi  and  refiifed  to 
make  reparation,  the  nation  with  whom  he  was  in  alliance 
was  obliged  to  fupport  him.  A  nation  was  bound  to  fup^ 
port  an  ally  only  in  th^  cafe  of  an  unjuft  attack,  and  even 
then  only  according  to  the  fpecific  meaning  of  the  treaty  ert« 
tered  into  between  them.  The  only  three  caufes,  therefore^ 
for  going  to  war,  were,  to  redeem  a  right,  to  provide  againft 
danger,  and  to  repel  an  attack;  and  any  principle  of  fappofed 
policy  which  ftood  in  oppoGtion  to  thefe  three  caufes,  and 
did  not  come  within  one  or  other  of  them,  could  never  be 
a  juft  caufe  of  war.  Omnia  quit  difendi^  repetij  repelU  pojjfum. 
Thefe  were  the  words  of  Camillus  to  his  foldiers,  and  they 
were  full  of  wifdom^  policy,  and  juftice.  Thefe  were  the 
only  juft  caufes  of  war,  on  the  eftablKhed  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations.  For  the  war  on  which  they  were  now  about 
to  enter,  what  were  they  called  to  do }  To  redeem  a  right, 
to  provide  againft  danger,  or  to  repel  an  attack  ?  Was  there 
any  danger  which  at  prefent  threatened  this  country  ?  Had 
any  of  their  rights  been  violated,  or  any  unjuft  attack  made 
upon  them  ?  He  fliould  content  himfelf  with  anfwering  to 
thefe  queftions.  He  might  reft  on.  thefe  general  principles, 
and  call  for  an  anfwer  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Hottft: 
but  ii  fort  of  anfwer  had  been  already  attempted*  A  new 
fyftem  had  certainly  been  propofed  to  the  Houfe;  a  fyftem 
which  that  Houfe  did  not  ynderftand,  and  which  could  never 
have  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  reafonable  man.  It  was 
n6  eafy  matter  to  argue  a  propoiitfon  which  had  no  precitl 
definite  meaning.  The  theory  of  treaties  which  had  beed 
ftated  to  the  Houfe,  lie  did  not  pretend  to  underftand  ;  but 
he  did  underftand  fomething  of  the  Pruffian  treaty.  By 
that  treaty.  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  of  an  unjuft  attack»  en** 
gaged  to  furnifti  the  King  of  Pmflla  with  a  certain  numbel! 
of  troops,  or  with  a  certain  fum  of  money.  Ho  trufte* 
that  he  ftiould  not  he  told  that  the  moment  they  entered  int< 
this  treaty  with  Pruflia,  they  were  bound  for  all  the  oti 
engageprtents  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He  had  always  and 
ftand  the  treaty  to  be  a  treaty  of  defence,  and  it  was  hnpoCj 
fible  tobefo  conftrued,  as  tojuftifythe  war  in  which  the] 
were  about  to  engage.  The  treaty  into  which  we  had  eiK 
tered  with  the  King  of  Pruflia  was  laid  before  the  Hovfej 
but  if  we  were  bound  for  all  his  other  engagements,  all  tb 
treaties  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  with  other  Powers  ought  like 
Mrife  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe.  He  had  never  con 
fidered  the  treaty  in  that  light,  neither  had  that  Houfe  evd 
confulcred  the  treaty  in  that  liglit.    The  .right  honouraUi 
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gentleman  htmfdf  ha4  dated)  that  it  was  only  to  furhrfli^ 
certain  naoiber  of  troopsin  cafe  the  King  of  Frtrffia  was  at- 
tacked.    Was  he  attacked  ?  Had  he  any  reafon  to  expedt:  an 
attack  from  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia  }    From  any  occurrence 
which  was  intimated  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  Prufiian  treaty 
Mn%  laid  upon  the. table,  could  any  man  poflibly  imagine  that 
Great^Britain  would  have  been  bound  by  that  treaty,  under 
the  prefent  circumftances  ?  But  there  was  a  fydem  behind. 
It  had  been  contended  that  the  chara£ler  and  honour  of  the 
country  were  concerned.     What  a  way  was  that  of  treating 
the  Houfe  ?  For  i^hat  purpofe  was  the  treaty  laid  before  the 
Jioufe  ?  Was  it  to  conlult  the  Houfe  with  regard  to  the  en- 
gagements into  which  His   Maiefly  had  entered,  or  was  it 
for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  the  Public,  and  the  Houfe,  ;ind 
propofing  to  them  a  treaty  which  held  out  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  a  fyftem  of  defence,  when,  in  fa£^,  it  meant  per- 
fectly a  different  thing  ?     Suppofe,  at  the  time  when   the- 
Creaty  was  before  the  Houfe,  that  it  had  been  a  condition  in 
the  treaty  that  Great  Britain  iliould  go  to  war  with  Ruffia, 
whenever  Ruffia  (hould  poflefs  herfelf  of  Oczal^ow,  would 
any  man  in  the  Houfe  have  affented  to  ir  ?    Could  the  Minir 
fter,  with  ail  the  confidence  which  that  Houfe  was  difpofed 
Co  place  in  him,  have  ever  procured  their  approbation  to  fuch 
a  condition  ?  It  was  impoflible.     This  country  v^as  at  peace, 
and  they  ough'  to  ?.dhere  to  that  defenfive  fyilem  which  had. 
been  fo  wifely  recommended  to  them.  In  every  other  refpeft, 
the  treaty  was  unexceptionable.     Such  a  meafure  as  the  war 
now  propofed  muft  give  offence  to  a  Power  with  which  it 
had  always  been  confidered  as  the  greateft  intereft  of  this 
country  to  maintain  the  beftVunderftanding.     The  language 
of  the  treaty  was,  that  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  had  entered 
into  a  defenfive  alliance^     The  language  of  that  Houfe  was, 
that  they  had  entered  into  an  ofFenfi  ve  treaty.     If  fuch  a  con- 
ftniflion  had  been  given  to  the  treaty  at  the  time,  no  ipan 
in  that  Houfe  would  have  fupported  it.      How,  or  ppon 
what  principle,  could  they  fupport  it  now  ?    It  was  a  fyfiem 
which  in  its  confequences  went  infinitely  beyond  the  treaty  : 
all  to  which  they  were  bound  by  the  treaty,  was  to  furnifti 
the  King  of  Pruffia  with  fo  many  troops ;  or,  in  cafe  he  liked 
it  better,  with  a  certain  fum  of  money.     By  the  fyftem  now 
adopted,  they  were  engaged  at  once  in  all  the  expences  and 
confequences  of  a  war,  of  which  no  man  could  fee  the  policy, 
and  of  which  no  human  prudence  could  limit  the  extent. 
Perhaps  he  iViight  be  told,  that  h^  had  admitted  that  a  coun* 
,try  was  bound,  for  its  own  fafety,  to  guard  apainft  the  dan* 
gerons  aggrandifement  of  any  one  Power%     This  was  cer- 
tainly trae;  but  he  muft  be  underftood  tofuppofe,  that  that 
aggrandifement  was  aimed  at  by  violent  and  unjuft  means;  . 
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that  it  was  cle^r  and  obvious,'  that  the  danger  arifing  from  it 
"Was  evident,  and  the  not  providing  for  it  in  the  beft  way  ii| 
ovr  power  would  be  to  negle£b  our  own  iafety.    But  this  he 
would  not  admit  upon  any  contingent  and  remote  visw^ 
fuch  as  could  arife  from  the  equity  of  a  treaty  entered  into 
with  an  ally,  and  not  immediately  conneded  with  any  inte- 
reft  of  this  country.     In  fuch  a  cafe,  he  certainly  cotid  ndl 
^     admit  that  explanation.     It  was   on  this   principle,  on  the 
firft  view  of  it,  that  the  balance  of  the  power  of  Europe  had 
been  founded,     1  his,    he  contended,  was  a   fyftem  which 
ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  management  of  agents,  and   iin- 
iliilful  hands.     To  that  fyflem,  and  to  the  prcfervation  of 
ir,  he  had  heard  the  epithets  of  wild  and  romantic  applied. 
fie  would  not  inform  the  poortft  peafant  in  the  country, 
when  he  read  of  it,  by  his  rufh  lighr,  that  he  was  deeply  in- 
tereftcd  in  the  prefervatlon  of  that  balance ;  and  if  it  were 
neceflary,  he  would  advlfe  the  peafant  to  fubmit  to  new  bur- 
dens, in  order  to  preferve  that  balance  from  any  real  danger. 
But  the  reverfe  of  that  fyftem  was  now  propofed,  and   the 
country  was  no  longer  to  be  direSed  by  that  wife  and  cau* 
tious  policy,  which  had  hitherto  di reeled  its  councils.  They 
were  now  to  contend  for  forts  on  the  Black  Sea,  as  if  they 
were  fighting  for  their  hearths  and  their  altars.     This  was  a 
fource  of  affliction  to  the  peafant,  and  thofe  who  propofed  to 
lay  new  burdens  on  him  for  that  purpofe,  added  infult  tocp- 
preflion.     He  thought  that  thofe  who  had  been  fo  loud  m 
talking  of  the  romantic  idea  of  the  balance  of  f  ower,   would 
have  explained  their  own  fyftem.     He  had  watched  them 
clofelv,  and  he  believed  that  he  had  feen  fome  of  the  work- 
ings of  conviflion  in  their  minds.     They  had  changed  their 
feiuiments,  and  had  now  confefled  that  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe  was  no  longer  a  romance.     But  although  ihej  had 
rctraflcd  their  opinion,  Mr.  Grey  fdid,,he  certainly  had  not 
changed  his.     He  confidered  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
as  an  object  of  great  concern ;  and  if  they  could  (hew  him 
that  that  balance  was  in  the  leaft  danger,  he  ihould  certainly 
give  his  vote  to  refcue  it  from  that  danger.     But  before  He 
confented  to  plunge  this  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  war, 
he  muft  be  convinced  that  the  danger  was  fuited  to  the  cafe. 
It  muft  be  thewn  him  that  the  pofleffion  of  the  lown«of  Oc- 
zakow  was  fuch  as  would  materially  affeft  the  intereft  of  this 
country,  and  would  endanger  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope.    Upon  what  principles,  or  for  what  ileafons,  could  we 
complain  of  the  terms  which  the  Em prefs  of  Ruffia  hadin- 
fifted  upon  ?    How  could  any  danger  arife  to  this  country  ? 
If  they  looked  upon  the  Emprefs  with  as  jealous  an  eye  as 
fome  people  did,  they  would  think  that  the  way  for  tier  to 
aggrandife  berfelf  in  a  manner  the  leaft  oftenfive  to  t^iscoun- 
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try,  wooid  be  to  pufh  her  conquefts  to  the  South.  Bat  tfat 
tight  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved,  if  thit  was  the 
caie,  would  not  any  man  fee  the  neceffity  of  arming  ?  For 
hit  own  part,  Mr.  Grey  added,  he  was  not  one  of  thoTe  who 
fought  for  war  on  fuppofitione  What  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffi^ 
Amght  was  (imply  this-*the  town  of  Oczakow  and  the  coon- 
try  between  the  Bog  and  the  Neifter ;  and  how  could  it  pof- 
fibly  be  Aated  that  the  acqiiilition  of  this  territory  was  fo 
material  an  acqoifition  to  the  Emprefs,  as  to  make  her  for? 
midable  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  or  toTurkej  ?  In  fadl,  it  wa« 
not  very  material  for  either  of  thefe  objeAs.  In  the  tirft 
place,  with  Regard  to  defence  againft  Turkey,  that  place  was 
not  of  very  great  confeqoence.  The  Emprefs  had  pufh^ 
her  conquefts  to  Mount  Hemas,  and  the  Grand  Vizir  had 
been  left  with  ten  thoufand  men.  Upon  what  principle  did 
they  contend  that  this  place  was  of  fo  much  importance? 
C!ould  it  give  her  the  navigation  of  the  Nipper  ?  According 
to  the  mofV  accurate  information  which  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain  from  fuch  as  were  acquainted  with  thofe  parti,  and 
from  the  infpe£tion  of  the  beft  maps,  it  appeared  that  the 
Einprefs  might  poflefs  theNieper,  without  beingb^in  pofleffion 
ofOczakow.  The  acquifition  of  that  place,  therefore,  was 
not  of  fo  much  importance  at  it  had  been  feprefented.  The 
country  between  the  Bay  and  the  Neifter  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Defert  Plains,  which  circumftance  might  give 
gentlemen  fome  i^ea  of  what  importance  that  territory  was 
likely  to  he  of  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf&a*  Although  the 
coaotry  was  barren,  it  was  inhabited  by  fome  Tartars,  who 
plandered  the  dominions  of  the  Emprefs;  and  in  order  to  fe- 
cnreherielf  againft  future  attacks,  fhe  had  claimed  that  place 
ef  defence  for  her  own  territory.  Was  there  any  thing  un- 
reafonable  in  this  demand  ?  When  it  was  confidered  that  the 
Turks  were  the  aggreflbrs  in  the  war,  could  it  be  ftated  that 
the  terms  were  unneceflary,  or  unjuft  }  Could  it  be  faid  that 
the  acquifition  of  fuch  a  territory  would  prove  of  any  mate- 
rial diudvantage  to  this  country  ?  But  fuppofe  it  had  been  of 
ten  times  more  importance  tlian  it  really  was,  of  what  con- 
fequence  was  the  Black  Sea  to  Great  Britain  }  He  believed 
that  it  was  the  only  fea  which  Britifii  flitps  did  not  navigate. 
Was  it  then  to  be  fecured  for  the  trade  which  this  country 
was  to  have  with  Poland  ?  He  thought  that  the  important 
trade  of  Great  Britain  carried  on  with  Ruffia,  muft  be  greatly 
interrupted  by  the  prefent  war;  and  iure  he  was,  that  it  ^ 
would  prove  difficult  to  perfuade  the  country  of  the  neceffity  ^ 
ofwar.  Our  trade  with  Ruffia  was  the  moft  advantageous 
of  any  to  Great  Britain ;  it  fumilhed  materials  for  our  manu- 
faflores,  and  pi*QV^  an  excellent  nurfery  for  feamen.  Our 
exports  to  Roffi/^amounted  annually  to  about  two  millions 
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i^erling ;  and  our  imports  to  the  ampumt  of  one  millioiij-^ 
1  he  (lutieson  the  export  trade  acoounted  annually  to  theiom 
of  300,0001.  In  this  trade  upwards  of  850  ihip^  wefjfs  em- 
ployedy  all  of  them  Brixifb,  expept  four  or  fiye.  Wa^ii; 
prudent  or  wifj?,  therefore,  ta  iuterirupt,  fuch  a  tr^de,  to 
which  was  to  he  addt  d,  the  immenlis  expence  of  the  war  J 
Mr.  Grey  remarkei^  that  if  he  quoted  a  fefpe^able  autho- 
rity on  this  fubjefV,  it  was  not  merely  for  the  fake  of  t)iat 
authority,  but  rt-ally  fp  m  thinking  that  his  condu£l  wat 
founded  on  the  vviiell  principles  of  policy  and  prudence,  la 
17^9,  when  Great  Britain  was  in  alliance  with  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  and  when  the  tatter  was  pre^d  by  thp  viAorioos 
arms  of  Ruffia,  he  earnedly  folicited  Lord  Chatham*  as  the 
only  means  of  providing  for  his  fafety,  to  fend  a  fleet  into 
the  Baltic.  What  was  the  anfwer  of  that  Minifter  to  his 
Pfuffian  Majefty  }  Ue  confidered  our  tnule  with  Ru0ia  tp 
be  of  fo  much  importance,  although  it  did  not  then  amount 
to  one  third  of  what  it  does  at  prefent*  th4t  he  refufed  to 
enter  upon  the  very  meafure  which  was  now  in  agitation. 
7  his   was  the   policy   of  Lord  Chat ham»  and  had  been  the 

tiolicy  of  a^^  fucceeding  Adminiflrations  :  it  had  been  the'  po- 
icy  in  1770  and  in  1783,  If  it  was  foriHerly  i^nneceflar y  to 
the  intereils  of  this  country  to  oppofe  the  grpwing  power 
of  RufTia,  what  new  circumAance  hadarifen.  to  make  that 
an  eAabliilied  policy  ?  What  had  happened  within  the  laft 
fix  months  to  alter  the  policy  even  of  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion }  Why  had  tht- y  been  affbred,  repeatedly*  thefe.thrcp 
years,  while  the  war  between  RuiTia  and  the  rorte  was  Qur- 
rying  on,  that  the  iriterefts  of  Great  Britain  were  no^  at 
fiake,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  of  the  interruptioo 
of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  ?  It  was  incum.- 
.hent  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman  tofhew  fome  ground 
for  the  prefent  waf :  till  he  did  To,  on  every  principle  of  juf* 
tice  and  policy,  the  Houfe  ought  to  refrain  from  it.  Mr. 
Grey  contended  that  it  was  neither  juft  nor  politic.  He 
had,  perhaps,  gene  too  far  into  this  fobjedt,  and  that  what 
he  had  faid  had  been  rather  the  repetion  of  what  had  been 
formerly  obferved  than  any  thing  new.  it  had  been  done 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  drawing  fome  anfwer  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  He  conceived  that  they  ogght  to 
give  fome  reafon  before  they  proceeded  to  the  war.  He 
trufled  that  he  haJ  eflabliftied  all  the  points  which  bethought 
it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  infift  upon.  There  only  remained 
a  fingle  confideration*  and  that  was,  one  way  in  wbicb 
thefe  refolutions  miglu  be  treated*  He  meant  to  move  a 
firing  of  different  refolutions,  firft  of  all  ftating  the  general 
ihterefts  qf  this  country,  and  the  general  principles  on  which 
war  could  be  juftified.    Thefe  refolutions  alfo  cpntaiDed  the 
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nature  of  our  connexion  with  foreign  Powers ;  and  laftlfi 
as.a  coockifion  from  the  whole,  they  aflerted  that  the  prefent 
armament  was  Dnnecefiary.     The  firft  refolution  might  be 
coniidercd  as  a  truifm.    If  the  firft   propofitioh  which  he 
fhoald  fubmic  to  the  Houfe  were  true,  and  the  refult  faife, 
let  the  other  £de  of  the  Houfe  fliew  that  the  conclufion  did 
not  follow.     He  did  not  wifh  to  alarm  the  country, .  by  xe^ 
ftfc&nting  that  there  was  a  want  of  refources,  hut  he  was 
fine  that  every  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  country,  in 
the  prefent  (ituation,  rouft  be  feverely  felt;  and  in  order  to 
indiicc  the  people  to  bear  them  with  chearfulnefs,  that  Houfe 
o«ght  to  proceed  on  principles  of  juftice  and  honour,  and 
iliew  the' people  that  fuch  burdens  were  really  neceflary.     If 
the  confequences  which  he  had  drawn  from  the  firft  propo-* 
filioR  copld  not  be  fupported,  let  the  right  honourable  gentler 
ttan  ihew  it  by  argument ;  i>ut  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman,  as  ofual,  endeavoured  to  wrap  himfeif  up  in  the  veil 
of  State  fecrefy  ;  if  he  ftrove  to  avoid  what  he  could  not  an- 
htXp  and  to  have  recourfe  to  a  previous  queftion,  and  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  let  gentlemen  confider  well  what  they 
owed  to  themfelves,  and  to  their  country,  before  they  con- 
curred with  him  in  a  meafure  which  muft  be  attended  with 
remoos  confequences*  '  Such  a  war  could  neV^r  do  credit  to 
the  charader  of  the  country ;  it  could  not  be  juftified  on  the 
principles  of  either  policy  or  reafon.     He  could  not  fit  down 
without  .previoofly  taking  notice  of  thofe  doflrines  of  con- 
fidence which  were  every  day  carried  to  a  greater  extent,  and 
which  converted  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into  what  was  little 
better  than  the  Parliament  of  Paris  prevloufly  to  the  late 
revolution.     If  this  dodrine  of  confidence  was  ftill  extended, 
that  Hoofe  would  ferveno  other  purpofe  but  merely  to  ap* 
prove  and  regifter  the  a6ls  of  the  King's  Minifters.     Mr, 
Grey  declared  that  it  was  his  glory  to  announce,  that  he  had 
attached  hirofelf  by  principle  to  his  right  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Fox)  and  to  a  fet  of  men  not  meriting  the  foul  afper- 
fions  caft  upon  them,  in   a  former  debate,  but  on  the  con* 
trary,  deferving  the  praifes  of  their  countrymen  for  refifiing, 
OQ  all  occafions,  every  principle  which  was  unconftitutional.' 
It  had  been  his  lot  to  ftand  forward  more  than  once  again  ft 
this  blind  confidence  which  had  been  claimed  by  the  Mini- 
fter,  and  which  many  of  his  friends  were  willing  to  give 
him.    Whatever  Minifter  claimed  fuch  confidence,  he  fhould 
oppoie  him.    To  this  every  Member  'was  engaged  by  every 
duty  which  bound  him  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people.     He 
did  not  claim  to  himfeif  any  exclufive  merit  for  having  ftood 
ferwaid  on  thia  occafion ;  he  had  not  done  it  without  the 
approbs^n  and  concurrence  of  his  friends.     He  did  not 
foppofe  that  the  fubje£k  bad  received  any  weight  becaufe  it 
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was  propofed  by  him ;  the  only  reafon  why  he  ftood  forward 
then,  as  he  had  done  on  other  occafions,  being  becanfe  it  bad 
been  thought  that  It  was  better  for  the  caufe  that  the  weakeft 
Ihould  come  firft,  and  the  ilrongeft  follow,  in  order  to  make 
up  for  his  deficiency,  by  their  moreefiedlual  fupport.  Wiiea 
they  had  engaged  to  wage  war  againft  Spain,  he  bad  the  ho» 
notir  of  cordially  concurring  in  an  unanimous  vote*     When 
the  convention  of  Spain  was  announced  to  that  Honfe,  00 
man  rejoiced  at  it  more  than  be  did;  but  he  thought  it  was 
fequi£te  that  he  fhould  know  whether  the  monev  which  had 
been  expended  was  neceflarily  incurred  or  not.     ke  cociceiT- 
ed  that  it  was  not ;  but  undoubtedly  the  Houfe  had  enter* 
tained  a  difibrent  apinion.    It  was  not  for  him  to  arraign  the 
Houfe  for  fo  deciding  ;  he  hoped,  however,  that  he  mould 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  a<^d  contrary  to  his  duty  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  although  h^  bad  made  a  motion  which 
proved   unfuccefsfuK      In   the   conteft    with  Spain»    ibme 
grounds  had  been  ftated.     An  tnfult  had  been  offered,  and 
fatisfa^ton  refufed.     On  the  prefent  occaiion,  they  were  de- 
fired  to  give  the  Minifter  credit  for  every  meafure  which  he 
•had  propofed;  they  were  to  a£t  on  his  bare  word*    This  wras 
no  part  of  the  ^eceffary  confidence  due  to  the  executive  Go- 
vernment, and  he  hoped   that  fuch  confidence  would  never 
be  given.     They  might  .rep relent  it  under  the  name  of  legal 
prerogative ;  if  fo,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  prove  it  by  fome- 
thing  better  than  mere  a&rtion.     Mr.  Grey  declared^  that 
he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objedion  to   the  Royal  prerc^tive, 
and  particularly  to  that  part  of  it  which  enabled  the  Crown 
to  make  peace  and  war,  and  to  manage  foreign  negoclations ; 
but  he  trufted  that  thofe  were  the  heft  friends  to  the  prero- 
gatives of  the  Crown,  who  wilhed  to  confine  it  within    its 
proper  limits,  and  that  it  might  not  be  fo  ufed  as  to  produce 
its  own  deftruflion.     It  was  originally  allowed  for  the  good 
and  fa!ety  of  the  people,  and  if  any  contradidion  arofe  be* 
cween  the  good  of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  it  was  not  difficult  to  foretell  what  muft  prove  the 
confequence.     He  hoped  and  trufted  that  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  would  never  contradi6l  the  duties  of  that  Hou(e« 
It.  was  the  indifpenfahle  duty  of  that  Hottft  to  enquire  into 
the  juftice  of  voting  away  the  public  money ;  and  he  hoped 
that  it  would  never  be  confidered  as  invading  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown.      Minifters  claimed  the  confidence  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons;  but  fuppofe  tliat  the  Houfe  fhould  af- 
-terwardii  beperfuadcd  that  the  war  was  impolitic  and  unjuftf 
and  that  the  meafures  taken  deferved  the  fevereft  puni(hinen^ 
might  not  Minifters  come  with  the  vote  of  approbation  in 
their  hands,  and  fay,  <<  Can  you,  who  have  approved,  come 
*<  now  and  condemn  that  to  which  you  have  already  given 
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**  your  fanftion  ?  you  have  approved  of  thefe  meafures,  and 
"  therefore  you  cannot  now  blame  us,  or  ftart  objedlions 
**  againft  their  nature."  Mr.  Grey  now  concluded  his  re- 
marks, with  the  following  motions  : 

1.  **  That  it  is,  at  all  times,  and  particularly  under  the 
"  prefent  circuraftances,  the  intereft  of  this  country  topre- 
**  ferve  peace." 

2.  "  That  it  is  neither  reafonable  nor  juft  to  take  up 
"  arms  for  the  purpofe  of  dilating  terms  of  peace  between 
**  nations  engaged  in  hoflilities,  without  any  reference  either 
•*  to  the  caul'e  of  the  difputes,  or  the  circumftances  of  the 
<<   war." 

3.  **  That  the  refufal  of  an  offer  of  mediation,  is  no  juft 
<«  caufe  for  war.* 

4.  **  That  during  theprogrefs  of  the  war  between  Ruflia 
•*  and  the  Porte,  and  fince  the  taking  of  Oczakow,  this 
**  Houfe  has  received  repeated  affu ranees  from  the  Throne, 
**  That  the  fituation  of  affairs  continued  to  promife  to  this 
*«  country  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  ^f  the  bleffings  of 
<«  peace.*^ 

5.  «*  That  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  aflurances  which 
«  we  have  received  from  the  Throne,  this  Houfe  has  hitherto 
«*  confidered  the  interefts  of  Cireat  Britain  as  not  likely  to  be 
<^  afiedled  by  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms  on  the  borders 
«  of  the  Black  Sea.'' 

6.  "  That  we  are  not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  furnifh  af*. 
«<  fiftance  to  any  of  our  allies,  except  in  the  cafe  of  an-  attack 
««  upon  them.**" 

7.  "  That  none  of  the  pofleflions  of  this  country,  or  of 
<^  any  of  its  allies,  appear  to  be  threatened  with  an  hoflile 
<*  attack  from  any  foreign  nation  " 

8.  "  That  the  ex  pence  of  an  armament  mufl  be  burden* 
**  fome  to  the  country,  and  is,  under  the  prefent  circum« 
♦*  Aances,  as  far  as  this  Houfe  is  infonoed,  highly  inexpe-' 
•*  dicnt  and  unnecefTary." 

M^jor  Afaitland  oh{eryeA  that,  in  rifing,  as  he  did,  to  fe*  Mtj^r 
cond  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend,  he'was  well  aware  Maitlani- 
of  the  prefent  critical,  important,  and  he  feared  that  he  was 
loo  much  juflified  in  adding,  calamitous  fituation  of  the 
country.  It  had  not  been  reduced  to  this  flate  by  any  necef- 
fity  of  protefting  an  ally,  but  by  the  unjuflifiable  meafures 
and  iniquitous  condudl  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  involving  it  in  an  ufelefs  and  unnecefTary  war.  It  was 
perfe£U}^unjuAifiabIe,  inafmuch  as  no  one  good  reafon  ever 
had  6r  could  be  ai&gned  for  fuch  a  meafure.  The  right  ho- 
noorable  gentleman  flill  in  theory,  whatever  his  pra£lice 
might  be,  had  holden  forth  to  the  Houfe  the  language  of 
peace;  and  they  muft  well  know,  that  any  Minifler  of  this  j^ 
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eoantry,  M^bo  wifhed  to  raife  his  charaAer  for  popqlarity, 
jDufl  found  it  on  peace.  1  o  mainrain  peace  with  dignity 
and  with  honour  to  ourfelves,  and  when  the  melancholy 
hour  came  for  entering  into  a  juft  war>  to  do  it  with  fpirit 

»  wai  a  charaAer  becoming  this  country,  a  charader  which  he 
truHed  Hill  belonged  to  this  countryi  a  character  for  mode- 
ration, galiantryi  and  humanity*  To  fupport  that  charader 
uncontaminatedi  was  furdy  the  united  aim  of  every  gentle- 
man who  then  heard  him.  A  bloody  war  was  always  an 
ebjc*£l  of  regret,  as  being  invariably  attended  With  great  ex- 
pe  ice.  It  was,  however,  fome  cotifol4tton  to  refleft,  that 
Ik  -vevjr  deeply  the  country  was  already  diftrefled,  particu- 
larly the  iijoft  numerous  part  of  the  community,  there  was 
ftill  that  fpirit  left,  ftill  that  vigorous  principle  in  all  ratiks^ 
which  would  enable  them  to  bear  additional  burdens,  and 
make  them  lay  light  on  their  flioulders,  provided  they  were 
convinced  that  war  was  entered  into  on  fome  jutlifiahle 
ground.  1  hey  ought,  then,  to  con fuler  where  they  flood} 
and  he  careful  to  impofe  no  burdens  but  thofe  which  were 
neceflary.  The  fubjefts  of  this  country  were  jealous  of  their 
honour,  :»nd  therefore  they  would  be  ready,  at  all  times,  to 
fuffer  new  burdchs,  to  fpend  their  laft  farthing,  and  the  laft 
drop  of  their  blood  to  fupport  their  honour.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  a  few  days  ago,  had  brought  down  a 
meflage  to  that  Houfe,  and  they  had  pledged  them felves,  in 
fome  degree,  to  fupport  the  war,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  lay 
new  burdens  on  the  p.'ople.  No  principle  of  equity  had  been 
attempted  to  be  dated.  CoulJ  it  be  faid  that  they  had  a 
fight  to  go  to  war  on  any  principle  of  moderation  ?  Clearly 
not ;  for  the  very  a<fl  of  war  was  deftrudive  of  moderation. 
Jt  was  not  to  preferve  the  faith  of  treaties,  for  no  treaty  had 
been  violated.  Was  it  for  national  chara<Scr,  or  national  ho- 
nour t    Kar  from  it.     Why,  then,  did  they  enter  into  the 

.  war  ?  Was  it  to  fupport  a  balance  of  power?  It  was  to  fup* 
port  a  balance  of  power  never  before  heard  of;  an  ideal  ba- 
lance of  power,  which  was  never  before  entertained,  and 
which  was  never  fuppofed  to  have  any  relation  to  the  politics 
of  Europe,  nor  any  connexion  with  its  political  fafety  or 
exiftence.  For  whom  did  Great  Britain  ftand  pledged  ?  Was 
it  for  a  people  ahvays  cdnnefted  with  her  ?  Was  it  for  a 
people  carrying  on  an  extenfive  trade  with  her?  No.  It  was 
againft  them,  and  in  favour  of  thofe  who,  for  the  fpace  of 
the  laft  century,  had  been  joined  with  France  againft  usi, 
whole  conduA  was  always  marked  with  inhumanity^  and 
whofe  charadter  and  manners  were  a  difgrace  to  human  na- 
ture. 1  he  rational  charafter,  by  this  meafure,  nfuft  be  in* 
evirably  loft^  and  the  charafter  of  a  nation  wai  like  that  of 
;in  individual.     This  country  muft  fall  from  its  charatEler  of 
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juftice,  gerier6ffty,  and  mo(^er.it?on;  and  muft  fink 'into  th^ 
charafler  of  a  bally,  a  tyrant,  and  an  oppreflbr.  What 
could  be  (o  difgracefGl  as  to  enter  into  a  war  which  could  oh 
no  ground  Wliatever  be  juftified?  What  foty ran nrcil,  fo  op- 
preffivt,  or  unjuft,  as  to  wifli  another  power  to  do  that> 
irhich  we,  in  a  fimilar  Htuation,  would  not  be  content  to 
do;  and  what  no  nation  would  ever  fubmit  to,  unlefs  the 
moft  pofitive  neceflity  diflated  that  fubmiffion.  Great  Bri- 
tain had  only  infured  t(5  herl'elf,  and  all  her  poflerit^,  the 
eternal  enmity  of  Ruffia;  and  from  the  moment  the  King's 
meflage  was  fent  down  to  the  Houfe,  they  ftood  enrolled  at 
the  head  of  the  foes  of  .the  Emprefs.  They  had  loft  all  their 
advantages,  and  diftrefs  alore  awaited  them  in  the  event  of 
a  future  war.  Major  Maitland  continuing  his  remarks,  faid, 
that  he  Would  attempt  to  enter  upon  an  inveftigation  of  the 
principles  which  feemed  to  have  afluated  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  declared,  that  to  do 
fo  was  no  eafy  tafk,  Cnce  to  keep  that  Houie  and  the  whole 
country  in  impenetrable  daiknefs,  had  been  the  whole  objeA 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  All  the  ftrength  of  his 
nieafures  refted  in  the  obfcurity  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded,  and  confcquently  the  Houfe  could  make  nothing 
out  of  this  fituation  of  darknefs  and  obfcurity.  1  he  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  perfed^ly  juftified  irt  inter- 
fering in  the  affairs  of  Holland,  becaufe  the  dangers  of  Hol- 
land were  well  knov^n,  and  her  deftruflion  was  near;  flie 
inight  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  have 
thereby  enabled  France  more  effedtually  to  afl  contrary  to 
the  interefts  of  Britain.  This  was  the  nrft  principle  on  ac- 
count of  which  fo  much  praife  had  been  fliowered  down  on 
the  head  of  the  Minifter.  With  refpedl  to  a  treaty  with 
Pruflia,  he  muft  firft  obllirve,  that  there  either  was  or  there 
was  not  a  jjofitive  and  fpecific  interpretation  to  be  put  on 
^very  treaty.  The  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruflia  was 
Jtriflly  of  a  defenfive  nature,  and  he  wifhed  to  afk  this 
fiiTiple  queftion,  whether  any  one  man  who  had  read  the 
treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  could  have  conceived  from 
it  that  Great  Britain  was  bound  to  arm,  in  order  to  ftop  the 
aggrandifcment  of  Ruflia  ?  But  he  would  go  farther.  Sup- 
pofe  the  Enoprefs  had  driven  the  Turks  out  of  Europe,  and 
had  taken  pofleflion  of  Conftantinople,  ought  we  then  to  go 
to  war?  No.  But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hau  dif- 
covered  that  there  was  a  fyftem  arifing  out  of  the  featy. 
The  Houfe  would  pleafe  to  confider  how  the  treaty  flood 
with  regard  to  reciprocity.  We  were  obliged  to  arm  becaufe 
Rufta  was  carrying  on  a  war,  not  a  war  which  fiiehad  en- 
tered into,  but  into  which  fhehad  been  forced  by  the  Turks. 
If,  therefore,  the  Emprefs  entered  into  a  war  in  which  ftie 
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likely  to  be  aggrandifed,  though  forced  into  it,  yet  we  muft 
immediately  take  up  arms.  The  nature  of  the  fyftem  was 
exa£tJy  this.  We  had  engaged  ourfelves  to  be  ready,  at  all 
times,  with  an  army  for  the  proteflion  of  Europe,  when 
PrufSa  could  never  be  under  the  fame  neceffity  to  arm  for 
us.  By  this  fyftem,  we  were  hound  to  expend  our  laft  ihil- 
ling,  and  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood,  without  a  profpe£l  or  a 

.   h  pt-  of  a  return.     Where  then  was  the  reciprocity  of  this 
treaty  ?  Were  not  all  treaties  contrafis  entered  into  between 
the  parties,  and  beyond  which  they  ought   hot  to  proceed 
even  one  inch  ?    He  would  he  the  very  laft  man  to  infringe 
on  any  part  of  the  Royal  prerogative,  and  leaft  of  all  on  the 
right  of  making  peace  and  war;  but  if  they  a£Ved  with  that 
fpirit  and  v.gour  which  the  times  demanded,  they  would  take 
care  that  it  fhould  not  be  ftretched  beyond  its  due  bounds,- 
and  the  conftitution  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  that  Hou/e 
the  moft  complete  check  on  that  power.     If  the  Houfc  allowed 
the  Miniftcr  to  a£t  juft  as  hepleafed,  repofing  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  him,  there  was  an  end  of  all  national  honour, 
and  all  national  charaflren     It  would  then  be  in  the  power  of 
a  Minifter  of  this  country  to  reduce  us  to  a  fituation,  from 
which  we  might  never  be  able  to  extricate  ourfelves.     Every 
treaty  was  fpecific   in  its  meaning,  and  ftiould  never  pals 
beyond  that  meaning.     If  they  admitted  of  an  extenfion,  to 
what  length  might  they  not  go  ?    The  treaty  itfelf  was  per* 
fedlly  defenfive;  the  fyftem  arifing  out  of  it,  perfeftly  offen- 
llve.     The  treaty  itfelf  was  founded  in  the  principles  of 
ef  uity,  moderation,  and   found  policy  ;  whereas  the  fyftem 
talked  of,  held  out  nothing  but  oppreflion,  injuftice,  and  in« 
folence.     The  Emperor  had  made  a  feparate  peace  with  the 
Turks;  and  theEmprefs  of  Ruftia  was  alfo  ready  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  on   reafonable  terms.     Why    then  (hould 
Great  Britain  compel  the  Emprefs  to  give  back  all  which  fhe 

'  had  taken  ?  It  was  faid  that  Oczakow  opened  a  navigation 
into  the. Black  Sea,  but  it  was  evident  to  every  one  that  Ruf- 
lia  could  navigate  that  fea  ten  years  ago,  and  that  it  did  not 
depend  on  |;ier  pofleffing  Oczakow.  1  he  Emprefs  had  made 
a  very  reafonable  demand  for  the  blood  and  treafure  fhe  had 
fpent  in  the  war  ;  for  that  flie  only  afked  Oczakow,  and  the 
country  round  it,  and  it  was  that  which  was  to  prove  fatal 
to  this  country.  Certainly  it  would,  but  not 'in  the  way 
they  had  fancied ;  it  would  prove  hurtful  to  our  finances  and  . 
our  nation,  if  Mini fters  went  on  with  a  caufeiefs  war.  If 
the  Emprefs  aimed  at  univerfal  dominion,  then  they  might 
apprehend  a  little  for  Pruffia;  but  could  any  moderate  man 
ftate  or  think,  that  her  fcheme  was  a  fcheme  of  conqueft  ? 
Could  any  man  ftate  that  Berlin  was  in  danger  ?  The  prefent 
interference,  in  his  mind,  was  unwarrantable ;  it  was  a  pre- 

t  fcription 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.iigu  DEBATES.  115 

fcription  of  terms  on  which  Great  Britain  had  no  bufinefs  ^ ' 
whatever  to  intermeddle,  and  he  therefore  thought  it  highly 
difgraceful  to  this  country.  It  was  not  to  fupport  national 
charaAer,  national  honour,  nor  for  any  other  reafon,  but  that 
Oczakow  might'  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  This,  it 
feemed,  was  the  pivot  of  European  politics,  and  the  center 
of  commerce.  We  had  expended  four  millions  on  Nootka 
Sound,  which  was  not  worth  a  (hilling  to  us.  We  had  ex- 
pended alfo  very  large  fums  on  the  war  in  India,  and  it  was 
now  contended  that  the  fafety  of  Great  Britain  conCfUsd  in 
putting  Oczakow  into  the  polleffion  of  the  Turks.  The 
King^s  Minifters  did  not  a£l  like  fober-minded  "perfons;  they 
were  not  like  merchants-,  who  were  cautious  of  entering  into 
engagements,  but  ever  ready  to  fulfil  them,  and  always  fa- 
thfied  with  a  fair  profit.  The  authors  of  the  prefent  fyftem 
were  playing  the  part  of  defperate  fpeculators,  and  the 
whole  fcene  would  at  lafl  terminate  in  an  univerfal  bank- 
ruptcy, and  the  fatal  hour,  he  believed,  was  not  far  off.— 
Since  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  come  into  power, 
the  finances  of  the  country,  it  muft  be  admitted,  had  beea 
in  a  conliderable  degree  ot  profperity  ;  but  it  (hould  be  re- 
membered, that  there  were  many  adventitious  circu'mftances 
which  contributed  to  that  profperity.  The  difturbances  in 
Holland,  in  the  Netherlands,  and  in  France,  had  each  tend- 
ed to  throw  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli  merchants,  many 
rich  foorces  of  commerce  :  that,  he  fuppofed,  would  beeaiily 
granted,  but  that  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  permanent 
fource  of  revenue.  A  fettlement  had  taken  place  in  Holland 
and  the  Netherlands,  and  the  hour  was  not  far  off,  when 
France  would  again  raife  her  head  among  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, renovated  and  purified  froTn  all  her  former  pollutions, 
and  cured  of  all  her  former  defers ;  fhe  would  then  find  us 
with  ourconftitution  onthe  decline,  palfied  in  every  limb, 
and  far  gone,  in  cOnfequence  of  having  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  ignorant,  felf-conceited  quacks.  Did  they  not  all 
know,  that  the  Houfe  and  ihe  country  were  at  prefent  groan- 
ing under  the  preffure  of  the  recent  four  millions  ?  It  had  been 
faid  that  the  war  in  India  would  be  paid  by  the  Company, 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  rbodomantade  of  that  fort  had  been 
ilaced ;  but  let  it  be  recolledled,  that,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf  had  declared  that  Ke  isonfidered  this  coun- 
try as  engaged  for  every^fliilling  of  the€|||penceof  an  Indian 
vrar.  Though  this  expence  might  not  famin  a^he  current 
expences  of  this  year,  or  of  the  next  year,  yet  it  would  come 
fome  time  or  other,  and  prove  an  infupportable  burden  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  The  debt  which  had  been 
already  incurred  m  India,  on  account  of  the  war,  exceeded 
fix  millions,  and  it  might  amount  to  ten  or  twenty  millions  le 
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more  before  ilt  was  concluded.  To  this  was  (o  be  added,  tbp 
Ipfs  of  our  trade  with  Ruffia,  the  moft  advantageous  trade  IQ 
0'reat  Britain,  furnifliing  the  beft  nurfer.y  for  feamen.  H« 
reminded  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  by  this  trade  that  our  beft 
feamen  weie  raifed,  and  our  bed  fliips  built,  and  therefore 
we  were  like  madmen,  a£ling  for  themfelves.  It  was  Briti(h 
lt\iIors  deft roying  the  Brit i(h  navy.  If  no  fleet  could  adl  in 
the  Baltic,  .why  keep  up  any  number  beyond  the.peace  eftab- 
lifliment,  fmce  if  they  could  not  a(S,  they  were  ufeiefs.  At 
the  tinK  the  convention  took  place  wit^h  Spain,  the  fleet 
was  as  well  manned  and  armed  as  any  which  had  ever-exiftcd 
in  this  country,  and  Minifters  then  ftiould  have  looked  around 
them  with  a  very  jealous  eyf,  before  they  difmantled  that 
fleet.  But  it  was  faid  that  economy  ^as  the  objedl.  That 
economy  had  led  them  to  vote  five  or  fix  millions,  and  to 
fave  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  I  But  what  public  heoetit 
would  poffibly  accrue  to  the  country  by  the  prefent  war  r — 
The  caufe  of  the  war  could  only  be^n  extenfion  of  the  al- 
ready extended  patronage  of  the  right  honour;^bIe  gentlentaEi. 
He  advifed  them,  therefore,  to  ufe  their  eyes,  and  look  be- 
fore ;  for  they  were  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  and  every 
moment  in  danger  of  falling.  If  the  fole  reafon  for  voting 
millions,  wasfilence,  they  could  only  account  for  it  io  d)e 
iniquity  of  the  caufe. 

"  The  Speaker  put  the  queftionon  thefirft  refolution,  when 
Lord  Lord  Bclgrave  rofc,  and  remarked,  that. it  was  neceflary, 

B«1grave.  to  a  certain  degree,  to  place  confidence  in  Minifters,  and  that 
it  was  not  claimed  by  the  prefent  Minifters  on  any  v^gue  or 
undefined  ground,  but  on  the  unequivocal  and  fure  one  of 
experience  of  their  former  merits.  Thefe,  he  pre  fumed, 
would  be  fufiiciently  elucidated  in  the  occurrences  of  17S7, 
and  of  the  laft  year.  With  regard  to  the  refotutions  movt^ 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  he  would  not  enter 
into  a  fpeculative  confideration  of  them.  The  firfl:,  in  par- 
ticular, might  be  true,  as  to  the  general  queilion ;  peace  was 
certainly  more  defirable  than  war;  but  it  was  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  even  war  was  preferable  to  dift>onourable  tran- 
quillity. The  honour  and  intereft  of  a  country  were  iiifepa- 
rable,  and  it  might  not  be  confiftent  with  the  honour  of  this 
country  to  accede  to  the  terms  of  peace  which  the  Emprefs 
of  Rnflia  had  propofed.  As  to  the  intereft  of  the  country, 
fo  far  as  it  might  be  afFci^ed  hy  the  deftru£tion  of  tl>€  balance 
of  power,  liejujged  that  the  interference  of  one  nation  woold 
be  neceffiry,  when  anot]\er  was  in  danger  of  being  extermi- 
nated. Thofe  who  looked  only  at  the  furface,  might  fee 
nothing  alarming  in  the  acquifition  made  by  the,£n:iprefs. 
Oczakovy,  and  the  country  between  the  Bog  ^iid  the  Neifter, 
might  not  in  themfelves  be  confidered  as  of  io  very  great  in»- 
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pprtance ;  but  gentlemen  fhould  refle£t,  that  tb^fe  led  to  the 
acquifition  of  Conftantitiopley  and  from  thence  to  Lower 
Egypt  and  Alexandria*  which  would  give  to  RuiSa  the  entire 
fupremacy,  of  the  Mediterranean)  and  render  her  a  formidable 
rival  to  England,  as  a  commercial  and  a  maritime  power. 
As  to  the  refoluxion,  which  went  to  condemn  the  prefent  ar- 
mament, as  impolitic  and  inexpedient ;  that  Parliament  could 
not  agree  to,  without, being  guilty  of  a  contradi£lion  ;  for 
they  had  already  expreffly  approved  this  armament,  and  de- 
clared their  willingnefs  to  funxiAi  the  fupplies  neceflary  to 
fupport  it.  He  fhould,  therefore,  move  the  previous  quef- 
tion,  as  the  beft  way  to  get  rid  of  this  refolution. 

Lord  Belgrave  concluded  with  fome  farther  elucidation  of 
the  do£^r'me  of  confidence.  Much,  he  faid,  ought  to  be 
entruded  to  the  difcretion  of  a  Minifter,  who  had  proved 
himfelf  worthy  of  the  truft ;  buit  ftill  much  ought  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  accident  and  good-  fortune.  Prudent  difpoiitions 
only  were  in  the  power  of  men ;  the  reft  was  at  the  difpofal 
of  Providence.  A  Minifter,  who  bad  exerted  his  beft  abili- 
ties in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  had  at  leaft  the  comfortable 
feeling  of  felf-approbation. 

Cras  vel  atra 
Nube  polum  pater  occupaio ; 
VelfoUpuro:  non  tamen  irrttumy 
^odcunque  retro  ejiy  efficict ;  neque 
Difflngety  infcdumque  reddety 
^od fugiem  femel  hcra  vexit. 

•^  HoR.  L,  3.  Od.  2f. 

Mr.  Pybus  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion  made  by  Lord  Bel-  Mr. 
grave,  and  exprefled  his  perfeft  concurrence  with  the  honour-  Pybu«,  • 
able  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  in  their  conftru£tion  of  the 
treaty  with  Pruffia.  It  certainly  had  always  appeared  to  him 
a  defenfive  treaty,  in  the  ftrii^eft  fenfe  of  the  term  ;  and  if 
fuch  were  the  real  icopp  and  nature  of  it,  it  was  undoubtedly 
trae  that  we  were  not  bound  by  any  article  in  it  to  come  for- 
ward as  an  armed  negociator  of  a  peace  between  RuiBa  and 
the  Porte,  But  though  it  did  differ  effentially  from  a  treaty 
of  ofFenfive  alliance  in  this  fundamental  point,  that  we  were 
not  obliged  to  afiift  the  Court  of  Berlin  in  any  defigns  of  na- 
tional aggrandizement,  nor  to  countenance  fuch  hoOilities 
as  ambition  and  a  love  of  conqueft  might  tempt  it  to  com- 
mence; though  our  interference  in  difputes  ujton  the  Con- 
tinent, could  not  be  infifteJ  upon  as  a  matter  of  obligation 
aini/aithf  yet  it  would  be  a  moft  extraordinary  mode  of  rea- 
foning  to  contend  that>  becaufe  we  had  connefled  ourfelves 
by  fome  fort  of.  treaty  with  PrufEa;  becsufe  a  clofe  and 
friendly  alliance  did  aaualfy  fubfift  between  ^s;  and  b^^^[^ 
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with  reference  to  that  alliance,  we  were  neceflarily  in  fome 
degree  flrong  in  her  ftrength,  and  fafe  in  her  fecurity ;  we 
Ihould  therefore  be  precluded  from  taking  thofe  ileps  which 
might  reftore  tranquillity,  and  he  for  the  general  intereft  of 
Europe ;  which  might  preferve  tl>e  value  of  that  defenfive 
fyflem  we  had  formed,  by  preventing  an  important  injury  to 
our  ally;  and  which  might  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our 
eventual  proteftion.  "We  ihould  have  been  forming  treaties 
\ipon  curious  principles  indeed,  if  theefFed^  and  O{)eration  of 
them  were  to  place  us  in  a  aiuch  worfe  fituation  than  wc 
ihould  have  been,  if  no  fuch  treaties  had  exifled  :  if  we  had 
renounced  the  means  of  guarding  and  averting  evils  fioro 
ourfelves,  and  abandoned  all  fight  of  adopting  fuch  meafures, 
as  would  have  flowed  from  clear  and  rational  policy  alone, 
without  any  continental  conne£tions  whatever.  What  was 
the  principle  of  our  interference  in  the  internal  difputes  of 
Holland  ?  Were  we  under  any  fcederal  neceffity  of  becoming 
parties  to  altercations  refpefting  its  municipal  Government  > 
Under  what  treaty  had  we  guarantied  a  fpecrfic  mode  of 
civil  eftablifhment  in  that  country  ?  Upon  what  point  of  ho- 
nour did  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  decide  between  two 
parties  in  the  State,  upon  a  queftion  of  civij  right  and  au- 
thority ?  or  to  what  imputation  of  wi^/j^^«  fhould  we  have 
been  fulyedb,  if  we  had  remained  totally  neuter  and  inaftiver 
In  faft,  we  were  under  no  fuch  foederal  neceflSty  ;  we  were 
not  guarantees  to  fuch  efFe6l ;  we  were  not  bound  in  honour 
to  interfere;  we  were  liable  to  no  fuch  reproach:  but  we 
confulted  our  own  intereft  as  a  nation  ;  we  looked  to  the  fal- 
vation  of  our  own  political  importance  in  thfi  fcale  of  Europe, 
and  fuccefsfully  refifted  that  afcendancy  which  France  was 
labouring  to  eftablifti,  and  muft  have  produced  its  deftru6Vfon. 
Mr.  Pybus  faid,  he  had  not  the  abfurd  vanity  to  atte6k  hav- 
ing received  from  his  right  honourable  friend  any  communi- 
cation  upon  this  fubje£^  ;  for  none  could  be  made,  without  a 
criminal  violation  of  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign,  and  a  mam- 
feil  tendency,  eith^  at  the  prefeiU  crifis,  or  by  example,  to 
hurt  the  intereft  of  his  country.  But  Mr.  rybus  thought 
that  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  the  Nprth,  and  the  formidable 
fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms,  afforded  in  themfelves  quite  in- 
formation enough  to  juftify  the  belief,  that  this  country  was 
^  aftuated  by  the  fame  fpirit,  and  had  interfered  upon  the  fame 

grounds  of  policy,  as  were  the  bafis  of  her  con du ft  in  Hol- 
land, without  feeling  her felf  under  any  obligation  to  do  fo, 
from  an  article  of  any  exifting  treaty.  It  was  the  avowed 
opinion  of  the  moft  diftinguiftied  Statefmen  on  both  fides  of 
^theHoufe,  that  Great  Britain  was  dfeply  interefted  in  the 
Situation  of  political  affairs  on  the  Continent,  and  that  her 
exertions  were  never  better  and  more  iudicioMflj[.employed 
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than  in  preferving  thQ  balance  of  power  in  Europe.     An  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  faid,  that  confidering  the  Turkiih 
dominions  as  being  of  any  weight  in  the  i'cale,  was  an  idea 
altogether  new  and  unprecedehced      Without  enquiring  mi- 
nutely into  the '  corre6)n«fs  of  iuch  an  aflertion,  though  he 
believed  the  honourable  gentleman  would  find,  upon  exami- 
nation into  the  politics  of  France,  and  the  hiftory  of  the 
Turkifli  empire,  that  the  idei  was  not  altogether  of  fo  mo- 
dern a  date   as  he  had   reprefented  it,  Mr.  Pybus  begged 
leave  to  ftate  the  mode  in  which  he  thought  this  matter  ought 
fairly  to  be  confidered.     Setting  afide,  therefore,  all  ideas 
whatever  of  the  intrinfic  importance  of  theTurkifh  Govern- 
ment,   the  queition  would  be,  not  whether   the  Ottoman 
Empire  had  been  ufually  confidered  by  the  cabinets  of  Eu- 
rope as  a  proper  objed  of  jealoufy  to  the  other  States  ;  but 
whether  a  defalcation  from  it  in  favour  of  Ruffia,  who  had 
been  univerfally  fo  confidered,  might   not  throw  into  her 
hands  fuch  additional  advantages,  as  would  greatly  increafe 
'  her  confequence  as  a  maritime  Power,  and  make  her  dange- 
rous to  the  (Irength  and  liberties  of  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions.    RufBa,  from  the  nature  of  its  produce,  and  from 
other  circumftances,  had  been   ftyled  a  fitter  and  mdre  ra- 
tional obje<ft  of  alliance  to  this  country,  than  the  Porte  could 
be.     He  was,  however,  ftrongly  convinced,  that  if  we  fuf- 
fered  her  to  realize  her  obvious  fchemes  of  conqueft  and  do- 
minion, (he  might  hereafter,  and,  as  States  were  more  fre- 
quently guided  by  the*  law  of  power  than  that  of  morality 
or  juftice,  probably  would  (at  lead  it  became  us,  for  our  own 
fecurry,  to  acSl  as  if  we  tliought  fo)  do  us  infinitely  more 
barm,  than  her  friendfhip  could  poffibly  do  us  good.     She 
was  certainly  enabled  to  be  ejttremely  ufeful  to  us  in  ffipply* 
ing  us  with  articles  for  our  navy.    But  it  fhb\ild  be  remem- 
bered, that  (he  was  not  exclufively  fo,  and  that  other  fources 
p(  fapply  were  open  to  us.     The  lofs,  therefore,  of  fuch  a 
market  for  her  (lores,  would  prefs  more  fevcrely  upon  her 
rade,  than  it  would  upon  our  convenience.     This  country, 
>wever,  (hould  take  care  to  prevent  her  having  the  heft  and 
>ft  fobftantial  reafon  for  withholding  them  from  us,  by  their 
coming  more  neceflary  for  her  own  ironfumption.     Rely- 
|ig  as  we  did,  and  he  hoped  always  Ihould  do,  upon  our  na- 
ftrength,  as  the  folid  bafis  of  our  power,  we  fhould  re- 
d  every  attempt  to  rival  us  in  that,  and  to  difpute  our 
|iperiority  at  fea,  with  the  moft  ferious  jealoufy.     Ruflia,  in 
t  prefent  extent^  could  hardly  ever  be  formidable  to  us  in 
bat  refped  ;  but  naval  importance  was  a  favourite  oh]e€t  of 
|e  Emprefs's  ambition  ;  and  he  was  fare  the  Houfe  muft  bei 
rar«  of  the  maritime  advantages  (he  would  derive  from  her" 
jaiiition  of  the  Turkiih  dominions  in  Europe.     Viewing 
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the  qdeflion  in  this  light,  he  confidered  Great  Britain  as  be- 
ing deeply  interefted,  for  her  own  fake,  and  for  the  faice  of 
Europe  in  general,  in  checking  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruflian 
arms.    But,  fays  .the  honourable  gentleman,  if  oar  interfe- 
rence were  ever  neceffary,  why   was  our  late  naval  arma- 
ment reduced,  as  the  Minifter  was,  long  before  its  tedud^ion, 
as  completely  acquainted  with  the  only  h&  of  confequence, 
namely,  the  capture  of  Oczakow,  as  he  is  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment i  If  Oczakow  were  afcertained  to  be  the  only  difficukv 
in  the  way  of  an  immediate  accommodation,  the  fubjea 
would  be  open  to  argument  upon  that  ground.     Bur  without 
meaning  to  undervalue  tht>fe  fources  of  foreign  intelligence, 
which  any  Member  might  be  in  pofiedion  of|  he  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  points,  upon  which  the  negociation  was  pro- 
eeeding,  could  be  known  to  thofe  only  whom  His  Majefty*! 
Minifters  might  have  given  fpecific  information  to  upon  the 
fubje£l ;  and  he  was  too  well  fatisfied  of  their  honour  and 
fenfe  of  duty,  to  believe  that  they  hid  done  fo  to  any  one  of 
ihofe  with  whom  they  were  intimately  conneSed.     To  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  Oczakow,  or  any  other  f|)ecialcircani-  ^ 
ftance,  was  the  only  impediment  to  an  immediate  peac^  ^as 
to  beg  the  queftion  completely.     Yet,  if  Oczako^^  had  been 
the  only  place  of  confequence,  the  capture  of  which  had  been 
confidered  by  this  country  as  fo  important  ari  acquiiitton  to 
Ruffia,  it  would  not  by  any  means  follow,  that  we  ought  to 
have  armed,  or  to  have  interfered  at  all,  the  momtnt  we  be- 
came acquainted  with    that  events     The  fortune  6f  War, 
while  any  thing  like  equality  of  force  fubfifts  between  belli-  ■ 
gerent  Powers,  is  continually  changing  the  poifeffion  of  for- 
trefles  ;  and  we  could  have  had  no  reafon  for  b^ing  convinced, 
at  that  period^  that  whatever  Mvantages  Ruffia  had   gained 
by  one  fiege,  (he  might  not  lofe  by  another.     The  afpe6l  of 
affairs  had  fince  experienced  a  connderable  alteration.      The 
fcKcefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms  had  not  been  confined  to  the  bar- 
ren diftrift  between  the  Bog  and  theNeifter;  the  diftant 
banks  of  the  Danube  had  been  the  fcene  of  their  viSories  ; 
Ifmael  had  fallen  before  them;  and  the  capture  of  that  place 
had  been  attended  with  fuch  siAs  of  carnage  and  barbarity, 
as  could  not  be  thought  of  without  horror,  and  were   a  dif- 
grace  to  humanity.  Could  we  wonder,  then,  that  new  terror* 
had  been  added  to  the  Ruffian  naitie }   Could  we  dotibt  that 
this  ferics  of  conqueft  had  weakened,  and  muft  operate  to 
difmay,  the  enemy  ?    Conftantiiiopl^  Itfelf  was  endangered  ; 
and  if  this  country  had  not  interfered  to  prevent  the  utter 
and  impending  annihilation  of  theTurkiih  power  in  Europe^ 
.the  time  might  not  be  very  remote,  when  the  fleets  of  Ror» 
fia  would  triumph  in   the  Mediterranean,  an  obje£l  to  the' 
Whole  world)  of  her  a£livity,  adroitnefs,  and  power,  and  of 
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our  fupinenefsj  impotence,  and  difgrace.  He  admitted  that 
war  was  to  be  deplored  under  any  circumftances,  and  parti- 
cularly fo  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  country.  Howevei: 
anxiouily  we  might  regard  the  operations  of  the  two  armies^ 
however  ardently  we  might  wifli  that  thofe  projeils  of  ani- 
birion  might  be  defeated,  yet,  as  long  as  the  l^urks  appeared 
able  to  fight  their  own  battles^  it  Would  have  been  highljf 
criminal  to  have  involved  us  ill  frclh  expence;  A  ftridt  at- 
tention, however,  to  prefent  economy,  if  Carried  all  lengths^ 
might  lead  to  unavoidable  expence  hereafter,  in  a  mofl  enor-^ 
inous  degree.  He  was  confident  that  no  Minifter  had  ever 
been  more  anxious  to  revive  the  drooping  credit  of  the  nh- 
tion,  than  his  right  honourable  friend  had  clearly  fhewn 
himfelf  to  be.  The  rd(iu£tion  df  that  oppreflive  load  of 
debt  under  which  we  had  long  gtoaned,  was  an  ohje£l  neareft 
his  heart.  Was  itj  then,  reafonable  to  believe^  that  he 
ivould  wantonly  fairrifice  his  otvn  happinefs  and  fame  ;  thaty 
unlefs  he  ftrongly  felt  himfelf  impelled  by  confiderations  of 
the  pnoft  urgent  duty^  he  would  retard  the  progrefs  of  that 
arrangement^  upon  which  he  had  always  rJepended  for  his 
bcftand  moft  valbable  charader  as  a  MiniAer?  The  fuppo* 
fition  would  be  groffly  abfurd ;  it  could  proceed  only  fi'om 
the  prepoAerous  do6trine»  that  human  nature  was  not  true 
to  its  own  propenfitiesy  and  delighted  in  being  faithlefs  to 
itfeif. 

An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,    that  the  meafures 
lately  taken  by  the  King's  Minifters,  were  extremely  unpo- 
pular.    If  he  meant  to  ufe  the  term   in  its  largeil  fenfe,  it 
was  an  epithet  at  which  no  honeft  Minifter  would  be  terri- 
fied ;  but  if  he   meant  to  confine  it   to  thofe,  whofe  mfor- 
mation  ai)d  habits  enabled  them  to  form  the  moft  correct 
bfiinioDs  upon  fubjefts  of  a  political  nature,  it  was  one  that, 
Mr.  Pybus  was  convinced,  had  neither  been  merited,  nor 
would  be  found  to  have  been  generally  applied.     He  acknitted 
that  the  prefent  armatnent  was  not  likely  to  meet  with  that 
tiniverfal  approbation  which  attended  the  laft,  after  a  mani- 
fed  and  palpable  infu)t  had  been  offered  to  the  national  ho- 
nour.   The  mod  illiterate  mind  could  underftand  when  this 
country  had  been  infulted,  and  thd  fpirit  of  an  Englishman 
would  be  always  eager  to  infiil  upon  reparation.     But  in  the 
prelent  cafe,  fomething  more  than  mere  uninformed  intel- 
led  was  neceflary ;  and  it  wbuld  be  fetting  a  low  value,  in- 
deed, upon  experience,  talents,  and  knowledge,  the  fruit  of 
a  whole  life's  application  and  labour,  if  no  meafure  of  State, 
however  expedient,    no  negociation,    however  complicate, 
and  no  war,  however  politically  juft,  were  entitled  to  ap- 
plaufe,  unlefs  they  fell  within  the  comprehenfion  of  the 
meaneft  and  moft  unenlightened  individual*    Upon  this  laft 
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defcription  of  pt* rfons,  he  was  afraid  that  the  inconveniences 
of  war  were  ufually  the  moftpreffing;  and  it  was  not  won- 
derful, thar  among  thofe  many  fhould  be  found  unwlMng  to 
engage  in  ir,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  a  calamity,  which 
naight  be  diftant,  and  might  pafs  over  their  heads  to  aflfeft 
polierity.  But  the  Minifter  who  fhould  be  capable  of  fuch 
reafoinng,  wouKI  be  very  unfit  to  retdin  his  fituation ;  and  if 
his  practic"'  accorded  to  fuch  maxims  of  indolence  aad  felf- 
confideration,  he  (hould  be  ftripped  of  his  authority  with 
difgrace,  and  rereive  the  punifhment  due  to  his  offence.  But 
he  was  happy  to  find  that  the  prefent  fervants  of  the  Crown 
had  been  actuated  by  no  fuch  unworthy  motives;  they  had 
not  fcrupled  to  difturb  the  calm,  wh!ch  they  perhaps  might 
long  have  continued  to  enjoy  ;  and  they  had  done  fo  to  avert 
the  ftorm*  tyhich  was  gathering  in  the  North,  unlikely  as  it 
was^o  bur  ft  over  this  country,  till  long  after  they  (hould 
haveceafed  to  have  the  care  of  its  interefts.  They  had, 
therefore,  defired  His  Maje(ly  to  negociate  a  peace  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Forte,  and  to  increafe  his  naval  eftablifhment, 
fn  order  to  add  weight  to  his  rtiediaf ion.  The  negociation 
was  then  depending ;  and  being  fo,  though  no  man  could 
b?  more  interefted  than  himfelf,  irt  maintaining  the  power  and 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  deprecated  its  inter- 
ference; not  uptil  the  ground  of  pcrfonal  Confidence  in  his 
right  honourable  friend,  but  upon  that  which  had  been  marked 
out  by  the  conftitution  itfelf.  That  Houfe,  as  the  fountain 
of  fupply  to  the  Crown,  had  a  power,  the  extent  of  which 
could  hardly  be  limited;  and  God  forbid  that  it  diOnld  have 
iefs.  (t  was  contemplated  by  the  whole  world  with  an  Ad- 
mrratign  little  inferior  tdouf  own/  And  why  ?  Was  it  on 
account  of  its  adventitious  poWett  That  was  a  poor  and  pi- 
tiful theme;  of  applaufe-  It  was  becaufe  ft  had  ufed  that 
fjower  with  wifdonl,  temper,  and  rtioderation.  It  had  fol- 
owed  thofe  facred  laws  whidi  feafon  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
conflitution  had  framed  J  nor  had  ever  (eparated  refponfibility 
from  its  proper  attendant,  the  exercife  of  difcrelios. 
Ld.  North  Lord  Norih  obferved,  that  if  he  could  have  agreed  with 
thff  noble  Lord  (Belgrave)^in  repofing  unlimited  confidence 
in  Minifters,'  he fliould  have  done  it;  but  no  confidence  in 
any  Minifter  would  joftify'that  Houfe  in  entailing  deftruc- 
tion  on  their  fellow  fubjedJs.  The  noble  Lord  had  obferved, 
that  his  knowledge  on  this  fubjedt  was  very  partial.  He 
Was  in  the  fame  fituation,  but  he  perfectly  comprehended 
the  refolutions  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  therefore  he 
held  himfelf  bound  to  Vote  for  thofe  refolutions.  He  wiflied 
to  know  who  was  to  pay  the  price  of  all  this  expence  ?  He 
concluded,  that  by  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
Great  Critdin  was  not  bound  lo  give  affiftance  to  her  ally, 
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colefs  that  ally  was  attacked.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Pybus)  thought  that  we  were  not  bound 
by  any  treaty,  though  the  whole  of  the  argument  had  gone 
on  the  ground  that  we  were  bound  by  the  faith  of  treaties* 
The  treaty  wa«  a  treaty  of  defence,  and  had  a  fpecific  and 
determinate  meaning;  it  obligt-d  Great  Biitain  to  go  to  war 
only  after  our  ally  ha(]  been  a£lually  attacked.  It  might 
fairly  be  contrafted  with  that  extraordinary  treaty  lately  en- 
tered  iqto  in  India^  by  which  we  were  bound  to  make  war 
on  a  fpcciiic  Prince,  till  the  Ni/am  and  Mahrattas  were  to 
befatiated  with  plunder.  That  treaty  went  no  farther,  and 
Heaven  knew  that  this  was  far  enouf.h  !  By  the  prefent  fyftem, 
we  )vere  to  take  up  arms  whenever  an  opportunity  fhould  of- 
fer for  I  he  oppreffion  of  the  left  of  Europe;  He  would  ad- 
mit, for  a  moment,  that  fuch  a  fyfiem  was  founded  in  juftice 
and  poUcy,  and  that  the  prefent  war  was  not  inconfiflent 
with  humanity;  but  Aill  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  it 
could  be  proved  that  Oczakow,  in  ^he  hands  of  the  Czarina, 
could  hurt  the  intcrefts  tither  of  PruflTia  or  of  this  country. 
The  Court  of  Berlin  had  never  been  very  fupine  or  inatten- 
tive^to  her  own  interefts,  and  yet  the  late  King  of  PrulKji 
had  guaranteed  places  of  ni finitely  more  importance  to  the 
^mprefs  than  Oczakow,  which  had  been  in  her  hands  for 
thiee  years,  without  making  any  complaint*  She  Iia^  greatly 
extended  her  conquefts^  but  the  Houfeh^d  been  aflu red,  and 
as  it  had  not  been  contradiiSled,  thsy  muft  fuppofe  it  was 
true,  that  (he  was  ready  to  give  up  every  pl^ce,  except  Oc- 
zakow and  the  country  around  it^  Suppofe  that  Conflan- 
tinople  had  once  more  fallen  back  into  the  handi^  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  power,  and  fome  of  the  fineft  provinces  of  the  world 
were  a  little  more  civilized,  was  the  King  of  I'luflja  moft 
likely  to  fuffer  ?  But,  after  all,  was  the  power  and  aggran- 
disement of  their  ally  their  only  cbjedl,  and  were  they  t«i 
pay  no  attention  to  their  own  domedic  fituation  ?  1  his  coun- 
try was  flourifhing,  owing,  in  ferae  degree,  to  certain  regu- 
lations which  had  been  made,  and  to  the.increafe  of  commerce, 
and  the  invaluable  confequence  of  fecurity ;  at  the  fame  time, 
according  to  fome  opinions,  and  thefe  not  inconfiderable, 
our  expenditure  had  always  exceeded  our  income,  and  in  np 
ftate  had  our  revenue  been  fuch,  but  that  in  ftpod  in  n^cd  of 
the  moft  rigid  economy.  It  was  not  our  army,  and  the 
number  of  {hips  which  we  pofleffed,  that  could  enfure  ouc 
fafcty.  An  armament  muft  alwavs  bring  on  this  countrv  a 
very  heavy  expence.  What  was  it  that  called  them  to  this 
'War?  Holland  was  bound  to  them  by  her  intereft  and  incli* 
nation  ;  Spain,  it  was  evident,  did  not  confider  the  conccf- 
iions  fhe  made  us  to  be  of  the  fame  confequence  that  w^ 
did  ;  and  whoever  attended  to  the  ftate  of  France,  would  not  ^j^ 
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pxped  much  harm  from  her^  at  lead  while  (he  remained  in. her 

f>refent  fituation.  However  they  might  difagree  about  theca* 
amitieslhe  mult  undergo  in  pa/ling  from  defpotifm  to  liberty, 
they  muft  all  fubfci  ibe  to  the  truth  of  the  pofition,  that  no 
Government  could  be  eflabliihed  in  that  country,  which 
would  not  prove  more  favourable  to  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope than  the>r  old  v>overnment.  Th'r«,  therefore,  was  a 
favourable  moment  for  reducing  our  eftablKhment,  and  for 
turning  our  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  peace,  iiut  there 
was  an  enmity  between  Ruilia  and  the  Porte,  and  we  were  to 
he  undone  it  Oczakow  were  added  to  the  empire  of  Ruffia, 
the  limits  of  which  extended  from  Poland  to  Kamfchatka. 
This,  it  was  fuppofed,  might  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  or.  in  fome  degree  delVrud^ive  to  the  liberties 
of  the  Porte.  Here,  then,  was  the  impending  calamity 
which  threatened  U5,  and  which  was  about  to  add  to  the 
-  burdens  of  a  prople  already  too  much  taxed.  Being  rhorough- 
Jy  convinced  that  the  war  was  unjuft  and  uuneceflary,  and 
that  it  was  no  way  material  to  the  interef}  ot  Great  Britaiiij 
that  Oczakow  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  Ruffia,  he  (hould  give 
his  warmeft  ailent  to  every  meafure  which  could  put  an  end 
to  a  war>  from  which  he  nrmly  believed  in  hjs  confcience  no 
e«-thly  good  could  poffibly  arife,  and  which  muft  inevitably 
produce  the  worft  confcquences.  Towards  the  concluGon 
of  his  fpeech,  Lord  North  remarked,  that  even  if  the  iatc- 
refts  of  our  ally  were  concerned,  we  fhould  pay  fome  little 
regard  to  our  own,  particularly  as,  after  io  many  years  of 
peace,  it  was  ftill  a  queftion,  which  was  the  greareli,  pur 
expenditure  or  our  income  ?  He  added,  that  we  feetned  too 
much  inclined  to  trifle  and  procraftipate,  apd  to  defer  th^  day 
pf  reckoning — 

Garcia fluunt^  ingrataq\  tempora^  (fuafpem 
Conjiliumquc  morantur  agendl  gnaviter  idy  quc^d 
^que  pauper IjUS  pi  >.de/i^  locupietlbus  ieque; 
JEque  negleflum  pucris  Jenlbus  que  nocebit. 

Lord  Lord  Belgrave  rofe  to  explain,  and   denied  the  charge  of 

Bcigrave.  his  fupporting  univerfally  the  idea  of  preferring  partial  to  ge- 
neral information  ;  or  unlimited  confidence  to  neceflary  con* 
fidence,  fuch  as  it  behoved  that  Houfe  to   give,  and  fuch  as 
it  was  requifitethe  executive  Government  mould  receive. 
Mr,  .         Mr.  Powys  exprefled  his  anxious  wi(hes  that  neither  the 
fowy»,    2ieal  of  the  noble  Lord,  nor  the  eloquence  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had   fnconded  his  motion  for  the  previous 
queftion,  would  be  able  to  fupprefs  the  farther  difcuffion  of 
the  original  queftion,  whntfoever  opinion  th6  Houfe  might 
entertain  of  the  ftring  of  refolutions  which  had  been  opened 
by  his  honourable  friend.    They  were  bound  by  every  duty 
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which  they  owed  to  their^onditueats  toconfider  this  quefiion* 
As  to  the  grounds  and  principles  on  which  the  Houfe  bad 
aded,  they  were  bound  to  explain  them  to  the  people  whofe 
reprcfchtatives  they  were,  ^nd  from  whom  they  had  received 
a  moft  important  truft.  Mr.  Powys  wifhed,  that  on  the 
day  when  His  Majcfty*s  meflage  was  taken  rnto  confideration, 
a  vote  of  thanks  had  only  been  agreed  to,  and  the  confideration 
of  tht  juftice  and  policy  of  the  meafure  poAponcd  to  (bme 
other  day.  On  a  former  day,  fome  gentlemen  had  contend- 
ed for  a  certain  degree  of  confidence  .being  given  to  thofe 
to  whom  the  executive  Government  was  committed,  but 
pn  implicit  confidence  was  now  mentioned.  If  this  were  to 
take  place,  it  would  prove  infinitely  more  deftrajfiive  than 
the  war  which  threatened  the  country,  inafmuch  as  it  would 
giveafiabto  the  conftitution  itfelf!  His  Majefly's  Mini- 
ftcrs  themfelves  did  not  claim  fupport  on  that  ground  Other 
gentlemen  had  faid  that  this  was  merely  a  meafure  of  expe- 
diency, and  that  the  national  chara£ter  and  honour  were  not 
pledged.  One  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved,  that  if 
the  meafure  was  not  juft  and  politic,  the  Houfe  ought  not  to 
adopt  it.  Mr.  Powys  firft  confidered  the  juftice  of  the  cafe, 
^nd  remarked,  that  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  was  nei- 
ther called  for  on  one  fide  nor  the  other,  but  that  it  h:^6  been  ^ 
obtruded  jipon  the  parties.  This  fort  of  mediation  was  there- 
fore hiconfifteUt  with  thofe  moral  duties  which  ought  to  go- 
vern the  tjanfaflions  of  one  country  to  another.  Thofe 
principles  had  been  exchanged  for  the  more  enlightened  prin- 
ciple of  felf  intereft.  How  did  Great  Britain  know  but  that 
H^e  was  making  herfelf  the  involuntary  ally  of  RufTia  ?  Wai 
there  any  immediate  danger  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  France  ? 
They  ha  '  been  tpld  that  they  ftiould  rifk  nothing  by  the  war. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended,  that  the 
leaft  diminution  of  the  territory  of  Turkey  was  a  caufe  for 
Great  Britain  going  to  war.  Granting  that  we  were  to  at- 
tain our  end,  could  it  fecure  peace  to  the  world,  or  bring 
about  the  reftoration  of  permanent  tranquillity?  Would  not 
Ruflia  feel  herfelf  difpo fed,  on  every  favourable  opportunity, 
to  retaliate  upon  Great  Britain  ?  He  defired  that  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  might  meet  them  on  fair  ground  ;  he  would 
allow  them  to  deny  the  fa£ts,  but  let  them  not  flirink  from 
difcuflion.  The  time  mull  even  come,  when  the  right  ho- 
nonrahle  gentleman  wjould  vote  a  fupply  to  carry  on  this  ar- 
mament, and  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  know  what 
were  the  ohjefls  for  which  the  fupplies  ought  to  be  voted. 

Lord  Belgravc  again   rofe  to  explain.      He  faid,  that  by     Lord 
implicit,  he  did  not  mean  a  blind  confidence  ;  he  meant  only  Eelgrave. 
%h^t  Mjiniil^s  ought  to  have  a  full^  not  a  half  fupport. 

Mr. 
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Mr.Ryder  Mr.  Ryder  obferved  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  applauded 
the  nience  of  Minifter$,  notwichftanding  that  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  on  the  floor,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemfn 
nvho  fpoke  on  the  motion,  had  blamed  that  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
becaufe  they  ftirunk  from  the  difcuffion. .  It  was  eafy  for 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  ufe  hard  words,  appiy  their 
own  opinion  to  them,  and  then  draw  in(erences  frooi  that 
opinion ;  but  all  this  was  to  be  confidered  as 

"  VoXf  et  praterea  nibil^ 

He,  for  one,  however,  could  not  avoid  thinking  that  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  afled  wifely  in  not  fufFcring  them- 
felves  to  be  provoked  to  reply,  as  they  could  not  have  done 
fo  without  violating  that  duty  which  they  owed  their  coun- 
try, and  betraying  her  deareft  interefts.  For  a  blind  con- 
fidence he  never  fhould  contend  ;  but  be  muft  fay,  that  a  con- 
fidence ought  to  be  given  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  a 
certain  extent,  not  arifing  out  of  the  obvious  arguroents 
urged  by  Minifters,  becaufe  it  was  evident  that  they  couM 
urge  no  argument,  without  betraying  their  truft  to  the  Pub* 
lie.  What  could  an  argument  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe 
on  fuch  a  fubje6l  confift  of,  but  a  ftatement  of  the  circum- 
ftances  and  progrefs  of  the  negociiation,  which  would  render  ' 
it  in[)poflible  for  either  party  to  recede  or  retrO,  if  they  ^ 
wiftied  to  do  fo,  and  confequently  throw  obftacles  in  the ' 
way  of  adjuftment :  and  would  any  man  then  fay,  that  fuck  ' 
a  communication  ought  to  be  made  ?  An  honourable  gentle- ' 
man  had  declared,  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  on  the 
^refent  occafion,  a£led  in  a  manner  which  would  not  have 
been  ventured  upon  even  by  the  Minifters  of  France,  whom 
the  honourable  gentleman  defcribed  as  having  been  more  for- 
midable a  year  before  the  revolution,  than  in  the  glorious 
reign  of  Louis  XIV,  This,  Mr,  Ryder  obferved,  he  could 
not  credit,  as  Minifters  had  done  no  more  than  their  duty 
compelled.  It  had  been  alfo  argued,  that  calling  for  confi- 
dence, without  ftating  fome  if\formatioii  to  the  Houfe,  was 
a  perfeft  novelty.  Hp  was  furprifed  at  both  thefe  ohferva- 
t'ons,  as  the  fame  condudl  precifely  had  been  purfued  over 
«nd  over  again  in  our  own  country.  In  proof  of  this,  gen- 
tlemen would  pleafeto  recolleft  the  inftance  in  17 16,  when 
armaments  were  fent  into  the  Baltic,  and  yet  Minifters  had 
faid  no  more  to  Parliament  then  than  had  been  faid  now.  In 
like  manner  did  they  remember,  that  in  the  year  1726,  whep 
Ruftia  mroditated  the  overthrow  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  Mi- 
nifters preferved  a  like  filence.  The  fame  thing  had  hap? 
penedin  1733,  ^^^^n  Poland  was  the  fubjeA.  The  fame 
confidence  bad  then  been  alked  and  granted.    After  reafon- 
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ing  apon  thefe  precedents^  Mr.  Ryder  faid,  that  as  far  as 
confidence  went  refpefting  the  prefent  obje6t,  that  Houfe 
had  already  voted  their  confidence  when  they  gave  the  vote 
of  fupply>  andaddreiTedHisMajefly,  aiTuringhim  bf  their 
fupporC. 

Mr.  John  Thomas  Stanley  faid,  he  had  earneftly  widied  for  Mr.  J.  T. 
in  opportunity  of  fpeaking,  ever  fince  the  gentlemen  oppo-  Stanley, 
fite  to  him,  who  had  fpoken  firft  and  fecond  in  the  debate^ 
bad  fat  down.  A  kind  of  challenge  had  been  thrown  out  to 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe  by  them,  to  produce  arguments  in  op- 
pofition  to  theirs  :  this  he  thought  could  be  done ;  but  firfl: 
he  would  fay,  that  he  oppofed  the  motion  originally  made, 
sind  would  vote  for  the  previous  queftion;  not  becaufe  he 
denied  the  truth  of  any  of  the  propofitions,  fome  of  which, 
an  the  contrary,  were  incontrqvertible,  but  becaufie  tliis  was 
not  the  time  for  them  to  be  brought  forward  ;  and  he  would 
is  readilv  vote  agninft  a  refolution  brought  forward  at  a 
wrong  ieafoh,  as  againft  one  that  he  difapproved  of  in  il- 
clf. 

He  would  now  fay,  in  oppofitionto  what  had  been  advanced 
:hat  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  addrefs,  a  preceding  evening, 
md  the  fupport  he  intended  to  give  to  the  measures  of  th« 
\dniinifiration  on  thisoccafion,  were  neither  of  them  found* 
d  on  grounds  of  implicit  confidence.  He  difdained  the 
rordy  and  fo  much  did  be  diflike  the  idea  of  giving  implicit 
onfidence  to  any  man  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  had  no 
rgOinents  fuggefted  themfelves  to  hit  mind,  in  addition 
y  the  confidence  which  he  owned  might  affift  in  determining 
is  vote,  he  would  have  waved  it  all,  and  have  given  a  de- 
ided  vote  ?gainft  meafures  that  tended  to  involve  the  coun- 
-y  in  a  wan 

He  had  not  the  privilege  with  many  others  of  calling  the 
ght  honourable  gentleman  on  the  bench  below  him,  a  right 
onourable  friend ;  he  was  not  in  fuch  habits  of  intimacy 
ith  any  gentleman  filling  the  high  Rations  of  office,  as  to 
I  by  them  biafiied  in  his  opinion,  or  governed  by  partiality. 
Tie  confidence  he  gave,  was  not  the  confidence  to  which 
rivate  friendfliip  laid  a  claim ;  it  was  founded  on  what  he 
ficw  of  the  Minifter,  from  the  public  meafures  of  the  Ml- 
ifter  ;  and  as  thefe  were  approved  of,  furely  every  indivi- 
lal  had  a  right,  without  betraying  the  truft  repofed  in  hitn 
f  tlie  country,  of  giving  a  degree  of  confidence  and  credit 
►  the  Minifter  who  afked  for  it,  and  who  declared,  in  the 
oft  manly  manner^  he  held  himfelf  refponfible  for  the  ufe 
\  might  make  of  it. 

He  owned  it  had  required  all  the  ftrength  of  his  mind  to 
Gft  the  fpecious  eloquence  and  plaufible  arguments,  which 

had 
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iprhich  had  Fallen  with  fuch  force   of  language'^from  a  rigbC 
honourable  gehtletnan,  during  the  laA  debate  on  this  fubj^  j: 
he  had  b^en  fliaken  by  it,  but   fortunately  not  overcome; 
for  the  more  he  hdd  thought  on  the  fubje^^,  the  more  con- , 
vinced  he  was,  that  every  argument  was   not  on  the  other  i 
fide;  that  many  ftrong  ones  might  be  adduced  on  thrs  ild^j 
hot  cttly  in  fupport  of  an  armament  being  neceflary  toenforCfrj 
the  prefent  pending  negociation,  but  even   in  fupport  oft. 
War,  (hould  a  war  be  found  ultimately  neceflary;  andlw^ 
i/irarned  the  Houfe  againft  that  eloquence  he  felt  fo  ftrongly 
the  efFeft  of,  and  which  the  Minifter  could  not  now  coua- 
tera6i,  from  the  neceffity  he  was  undef  of  preferving  filence/.. 
and  which  he  told   the  Houfe  he  could  not   depart  from,, 
without  departing  from  what  he  deemed  his  duty.     Did  Hisf 
Majcfty's  MiniftersaQc  for  a  t>ower  to  declare  Wat?     Ndt 
^n  armament  Atted  out  fo  give  weight  to  a  neg<)ciation, 
had  artfully  been  repfefetited  as  a  dired   attack  on  Ruffii^ 
and  equivalent  to   a  declaration  of  war.     Mf.  Stanley  couUj 
not  confider  the  one  as  the  fame  with  the  other;  and  by  ntfj 
means  thought  the  obligation  the  Minifter  was  ()nder  of  giv- 
ing information  to  the  Houfe,  the  fame  in  one  inftance  as  iti 
the  other.    It  was  very  probable  th^re  might  yet  be  no  warf 
negoci  at  ion  might  fucceedj  and  the  eSe&  of  the  driliameftC 
we  had  authorifed  the  Minifter  to  make,  might  yet  be  ioxini 
in  a  ftidrt  time  moft  advantageous^  and  the  very  caufe  of  thzi 
eftabllflied,  permanent  peace,  fo  much  expatiated  on  by  gen* 
ilemen  oppofite,  and  certainly  fo  defirable  irt  every  refpe6l 
fof  this  country. 

But  fhould  a  war  enfue  in  Confequence  of  thefe  atmaitientsj 
fliculd  the  obftinacy  of  the  Empcefs  force  the  Minifter  toad 
opinion  that  a  war  was  neceftary,  are  we  fo  riiuch  to  dread  it? 
Are  tKere  no  reafons  why  Ruflia  fliould  not  remain  unmo-' 
leftcd,  and  miftrefs  of  her  own  will,  in  what  concenis  ma- 
terially the  interefts  of  the  great  republic  of  Europe  ?  Arfi 
there  no  reafons  why  we  fliould  not  force  him  to  liften  10 
us,  and  to  infift  on  his  paying  fome  attention  to  our  nego- 
ciaiions  ?  Yes  there  are,  and  powerful  reafons ;  powerful 
enough  to  make  us  fufpend  all  cenfure  of  :t  Minifter,  who 
may,  by  his  meafure^,  involve  us  in  a  war,  and  yet  cannot 
tell  all  the  reafons  for  his  condufl,  however  ferious  the  coii- 
fequences  may  be  of  every  ftep  he  takes.  He  has  told  u» 
It  is  neceflary  to  fliew  a  refolution  of  preferving  the  peace  of 
Europe;  that  without  a  vigorous  flep  taken  to  enforce  nego- 
ciation,  it  will  be  rejefled.  He  aflts  for  theexercife,  in  this 
delicate  pofture  of  affairs,  of  adifcretionary  power  which  the 
conftitution  allows  to  the  executive  Government ;  and  thofe 
v^ho  think  fom«  difcretionary  power  fhould  be  given  to  the 
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esecatiTe  Govemmenty^  under  fuch  circumftances,  are  not 
a&ing  UDConftitutionally  or  wrong,  in  my  opinion,  in  fo  do- 
ing. Let  gentlemen  but  confider  the  charafler  of  the  Sove- 
mgn^  who  refufcs  to  accept  our  unenforced  proflFcrs  of  nrtc- 
diation,  from  the  day  fhe  was  feated  on  the  throne  of  the 
kiffias;  did  (he  not  difcover  an  inlatiable  thirfV  of -power, 
and  an  unlimited  defire  of  extending  her  territories,  iminenfe 
as  they  were,  to  ftill  more  diftant  boundaries  ?  Was  it  not 
evident  her  ainbi lion  aimed  at  no  lefs  than  the  title  of  £m-> 
pcefs  of  the  Eaft,  and  that  (he  wifhed  to  he  faluted  as  fuch 
on  the  ancient  throne  of  the  Eaftcrn  Emperors,  while  her 
ambition,  unfatisfied  with  this  objedt,  Ail)  would  lead  het 
lo  be  the  direflrefs  of  every  cabinet  and  every  council  in  \ 

the  weftcrn  divifion  of  the  ancient  world  ?    To  fliew  why 
we  (bould  entertain  fuch  an  opinion  of  her  ambitious  views, 
kt  us  only  trace  back  her  condudl  from  the  preient  period  to 
the  commencement   of  her  reign  :   let  us  recolleft  her  at- 
tempts to  unite  the  powers  of  the  Baltic  in  a  league  againft 
us;  kt  u&  recoUedl  her  more  late  attempts  to  govern  the 
two  Courts  of  Sweden  and  of  Denmark ;  let  us  recolleft 
her  intrigues  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland ;  her  fuccefs  in  placing 
a  Monarch  on  the  throne  of  that  kingdom,  and  her  invafions 
ei  the  late  King  of  Pruffia's  dominions.     We  Ihall  have  next 
to  obferve  her  conduct  in  obtaining  pofleffion  of  the  Crimea, 
and  previous  to  that,  her  ftrong  defire  fhewn  of  acquiring  a 
fliare  in  the  trade  of  the  Mediterranean.     The  Crimea,  wreft- 
ed  from  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  let  us  fee  what  was  her  fub' 
fiequent  condudl   with  regard  to  it.     The  Kham,    who  by 
treaty  was  to  have  been  left  an  independent  Sovereign  of  the 
country,  b  invited  to  RufCa,  accepts  eftates  in  the  ki>igdom, 
and  commiffions  in  the  army,  of  the  Emprefs.     The  Crimea, 
in  the  mean  time,  is  invaded  by  her  troops,  on  the  pretence 
of  quelling  rebellions  ;  her  authority  is  eftablilhed  ;  flie  gar- 
rifons  every  town,    and,   at  an  immenf^  expence,    travels 
from  Peterfburgh  to  the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea  ;  builds  a 
town,    and  changes   the  name   of  the  country,   fhe  has  fo 
completelv  annexed  to  her  dominions,  to  the  pompous  name 
of  Taurida. 

In  the  new  capital  of  this  her  new  kingdom,  the  future 
center  of  fo  much  power  and  grandeur,  (he  receives  as  vifitors.- 
the  Sovereign  of  Auftria  and  of  Poland  ;  and  there  this  nev^^"'* 
triumvirate  lay  the  plans  of  conquefts  and  aggrandifement, 
whfch  we  arc  to  fee  accomplifhed,  not  only  without  interfe- 
rence, but  with  complacency.  Theft  flep$  alone  Were  fufB- 
dent  to  juftify  any  alarm  the  Turks  might  b*ve  c^ceived ; 
but  how  much  more  caufe  of  alarm  had  they,  when  an  un- 
beard-of,  an  undreamt-of  claim,  is  made  %n  them  oflhfi^Sfb- 
Tince  of  Bafarabia,  and  the  towns  of  Oczakow  and  #Aker 
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man,  on  no  other  pretence,  than  that  formerly  this  pro- 
vince had  been  governed  by  the  Khams  of  her  new  Taurtda. 
'Xhis  infulting,  arrogant,  claim  was  followed  by  a  refufal  to 
give  up  a  fugitive  horpodar,  accufed  by  the  Turks  of  trealbo 
againft  the  State.  If,  in  confequence  of  fucli  violations  of 
all  faith;  if,  in  confequence  of  condu6l  fo  alarming,  fo  in- 
fulting,  fo  hoftile  every  way  to  Turkey,  the  Turks  rcfolvc 
to  keep  peaqe  no  longer,  can  We  blame  them,  can  we  fay  they 
are  the  aggreflbrs  ?  No,  certainly  not;  the  Emprefs  alone 
-can  be  confidered  as  fuch  ;  and  the  Porte,  in  declaring  war,' 
afted  only  from  motives  of  felf  defence,  and  Ruffia  was  vir- 
tually the  aggreffor. 

In  profecuting  the  war,  her  afms  have  been  fuccefsful ; 
the  force  of  almoft  the  whole  Ruffian  empire,  and  of  the 
Emperor,  is  brought  againft  the  Turks.  Oc/akow  is  taken ; 
Bender  is  taken  ;  Ifhmail  is  taken  ;  the  Emperor  is  as  fuC- 
cefsful  on  his  fide ;  and  Conftantinople,  almoft  alone  of  hb 
former  dominions  in  Europe,  remains  in  th6  hands  €ff  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

Has  Europe  to  apprehend  no  danger  froiti  fuCh  aggreftoos? 
I  rather  think  it  has ;  and  if  the  fyftem  of  preferving  a  balance 
of  power  on  the  Continent,  is  confiftent  with  our  true  intc- 
^  refts,  now  is  the  proper  time  for  interference.  1  might  lay, 
that  it  were  fafeft  and  wifeft  for  this  country,  in  its  prefent 
exhaufted  ftate  of  finance,  to  abandon  foreign  alliances,  and 
foreign  interference  altogether;  but  this  would  be  mei^y  a 
matter  of  opinion  ;  and  at  prefent,  gentlemen  on  both  fides 
feem  agreed  that  the  fyftem  is  neceflary;  they  only  differ 
about  the  means ;  and  I  too  muft  agree,  that  at  prefent  the 
fyftem  cannot  be  dropt  at  ohce  :  by  degrees  only  caa  thofe 
fyftems  be  relinquiftied,  which  have  l)een  followed  for  years 
and  reigns,  and  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  which, 
men's  opinions  are  much  divirled. 

The  Emprefs  rcfufes  to  fiften  to  all  negociations,  unlefs 
permitted  to  prefcrve  Oczakow ;  and  now  the  queftion  refts 
on  the  importance  of  this  place.  We  have  been  told  by  gen- 
tlemen on  the  oppofite  fide,  that  Oczakow  is  a  place  of  little 
confequence;  in  the  midft  of  a  dftfert  country  ;  and  imped- 
ing in  no  way  the  navigation  of  any  fliip  from.  Cherfon,  a 
place  not  calculated  in  the  leaft  to  be  a  check  to  the  attempts 
of  any  nation  poftefling  the  Crimea  and  the  Cuban,  to  com* 
mand  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Black  Sea. 

To  this  defcription  of  Oczakow,  I  would  anfwer,  that  its 
-importance  is  fuch,  that  the  fate  of  Conftantinople  itfelf 
dbfolutely  depends  on  it;  that  the  fafety  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces of  Poland  depends  on  it ;  that  the  projefls  of  the  Em- 
prefs, with  regard  to  the  future  profperity  andt:onfeqDence 
of  her  new  empire  of  Taurida,  depend  on  it.    Ocxakow  h 
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ibe  only  fortrefs  of  confequencey  diid  likely  to  flop  ;in  zrthy 
between  the  frontiers  of  the  Emprefs  and  Conftantin«pIe ; 
this  /he  infifts  on  keeping.  She  generouTly  offers  to  give  up 
provinces  unprotected  and  dcfenceiefsy  and  which  (he  may 
take,  whenever  the  nations  of  Europe  arc  fo  embroiled,  as 
oot  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  ^r.  Ifhmail  is  dif- 
mantled,  and  could  not,  in  ten  years  time,  be  made  a  place 
of  fufficient  defence.  The  pafTages  of  Mount  Hemus,*^it  is 
true,  may  beeafjly  guardjcd;  and  the  armies  of  the  Emprefs 
would  find  i,t  no  eaiy  matter  to  proceed  by  land  t(t  Conflan- 
tinople;  but  where  no  fortrefs  overlooks  her  new  acquifitionsf 
on  the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea,  wherp  the  Tu  ks  are  bereft 
of  every  port  to  which  they  may  retire,  and  from  whence 
ber  motions  may  be  watched,  we  may  convey  her  forces 
by  fea  to  any  ftation  as  near  Con  (Ian  tinople  as  fhe  pleafei ; 
forts  are  furprifed,  batteries  are  filencea,  and  the  RuiSan 
fiandard  may  be  flying  on  the  towers  of  the  Grand  Seignior's 
palace,  before  an  European  Court  can  have  been  informed 
that  the  Emprefs  meditated  an  attack. 

But  (he  may  difdain  to  take  the  capital  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  for  a^ while ;  (he  may  confider  it  as  too  eafy  a  prey  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  while  we  are  looking  with  indifference 
on  that  part  of  the  world,  according  to  fome  fo  undbnneded 
with  our  inter^fts,  the  profperity  of  her  new  country  is  rifing 
hit  towards  its  meridian^ 

Pofleflbr  of  provinces  the  richeft  in  the  world,  fuch  as 
Aftraclian,  Georgia,  the  Crimea,  and  parts  of  the  Cuban, 
in  which  are  to  be  procured  every,  article  requifite  for  the 
conflrudion  and  fitting  out  of  flee^ts;  poflcflTorof  the  navi-? 
gation  of  rivers,  down  which,  (lores  and  produflions  of  every 
kind  may  be  brought,  either  frorp   tlie  interior  provinces  of 
her  own  dominions,  or  the  provinces  of  Poland  and  of  Mol- 
»  davia  and  Wallachia,  fhe  will  be  acquiring,  every  year,  9 
ftrength  which,  in  a  few  years,  will  be  increafed  to  a  degree 
that  will  give  thofe  countries  alone,    independent  of  her 
northern  provinces,  a  power  that  will  alarm  Europe;  be  ca- 
pable, when  it  pleafes,  of   overrunning  every  province  of 
the  Turks ;   will  make  even  Poland  torful  for  the  fate  of 
her  fouthern  provinces,  and  prove  moft  fatal  to  the  fafety 
and  confequence  of  fo  near  a  neighbour  to  them  as  Pruffia. 
An  extenfive  commerce  \^'ill  be  its  own.     Whenever  Turkey 
is  overpowered,  and  the  time  mufl:  come,  if  we  watch  not 
this  growing  country,  when  Turkey  wijl  be  overpowered,  at 
WKc  the  riches  of  all  thefe  provinces  furrounding  the  Black 
Sea,  will  be  pouted  into  the  Mediterranean ;  navies  fuflBciently 
poweiful  to  proteS  this  commerce,  and  even  to  aim  at  con- 
quefts,  will  break  into  the  Mediterranean  at  the  fame  time, 
A^c  we  to  conGder,  with  no  jealoufy  or  fears  for  pur  com- 
mercial^, 
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mercial  intereftsy  fuch  probable  con(e(juet)cea  refultini^  frpm 
the  increafing  power  of  the  Emprefs,  and  the  total  ftate  <4 
inabUity  to  counfcr^6l  all  thefe  ciefigns,  in  which  theXurk? 
will  find  themfelves,  if  we  confent  to  what  Ruflia  requires  ? 
and  have  the  Turks  no  ftrong  fortrefs  near  Cherfon  and  the 
Crimea,  on  the  Ruffian  fide  of  Conftantinople  ? 

But  if  Pruffia  is  fearful,  are  we  not  to  pay  fome  regard  to 
l^er  interefts,  when  we  find  ihem  combined  with  our  owD] 
though  no  treaty  obliges  us  to  ftep  forward  in  her  defence. 
It  has  been  faid,  that  the  treaty  we  have  with  Pruflia  has 
been  but  of  little  advantage  to  us  :  but  is  it  fair  to  fay  fo  } 
Was  it  not  to  Pruffia  we  were  indebted  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  our  alliance  with  Holland  ?  Is  it  not  to  Pruffia  that 
we  owe  at  this  moment  theexiftence  of  Sweden,  as  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom  ?  Did  not  Pruffia  prevent  her  total  over- 
throw, by  threateping  to  invade  the  rich  province  of  Hol- 
ftcin,  unlefs  the  Danes  withdrew  the  forces  they  had  already 
fent  into  Sweden  ?  And  may  we  not  believe,  that  our  al- 
liance with  Pruffia,  and,  by  Pruffia's  means,  with  Holland, 
contributed  fome  little  towards  bringing  the  Spaniards,  in 
our  late  negociations  with  them,  to  the  terms  which  we  in- 
fifled  they  were  to  comply  with? 

Pruffia  has  been  of  fer.vice  to  us ;  and  it  would  be  ungrate- 
ful in  us  not  to  allow  this:  but  if  gratitude  between  nations 
is  never,  to  be  admitted  as  an  argument,  let  us  confider  how 
our  commercial  interefts  are  likely  to  be  aflfe^led  by  a  war, 
Ihould  a  war  enfue. 

Our  trade  to  Turkey  has  been  much  undervalued,  I  pre- 
tend not  to  fay,  with  any  degree  of  exa£litude,  what  our 
exports  to  the  Levant  have  amounted  to,  during  thefe  laft 
two  years  ;  but  from  good  authority  I  have  heard,  that  ia 
the  laft  year  they  have  not  been  much  fhort  of  8oo,ocxd1-— 
This,  however,  is  certain,  the  trade  is  ipcreafing  rapidly, 
jmd  has  been  increafing,  ever  fince  the  Frencli  intereft  at 
Conftantinople  ,has  been  on  the  decline.  The  Turks  are 
every  day  more  and  more  imitating  our  manners,  and  accuf- 
toming  themfelves  to  require  our  manufaftures  and  the  ar- 
ticles we  export  to  their  country  ;  they  are  emerging  firom 
their  inactivity  and  indolence,  and  improvements  of  various 
kinds  are  introduced  among  them.  Printing  prefles  have 
been  very  lately  eftabliflied  in  their  capital ;  and  we  may 
reafonably  hope,  that  foon  the  demand  for  our  articles  of 
exportation  in  Turkey  will  be  very  great,  and  that  we  may 
count  the  Levant  among  the  beft  markets  our  manufacturers 
have. 

But  our  Ruffian  trade,  many  cry  out,  will  fuffer ;  that  is 

^  trade  we  capnot  lofe ;  we  want  it  for  the  fupport  of  our 

pipping.     In  aufwer  to  this^  let  it  be  confidered,  that  if  we 

3  ,  fuftr 
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fgftx  focnp  iBconveniences  from  a  fufpenfion  or  imeritrption 
of  this  tra^Cy  the  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  variance  wil) 
fpfier  infinitely  more.  The  immeciie  Turns  of  ready  money 
wj?  fend  to  Ruflia  for  the  purchafe  of  the  raw  materials  wo 
impjit  from  that  country,  for  the  ufe  of  our  dock  yards,  are 
what  fuftain  the  credit  of  the  paper  money  now  circulating 
in  Ruffia,  at  a  difcount  of  50  per  cent.  Tlie  balance  of 
trade  in  favour  of  Ruffia,  to  the  amount  of  i»50O9OO0K9  is 

Said  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner  to  Ruffia,  in  the  moft 
ifadvantageous  manner  to  outfelves*  Our  merchants  pay  a  • 
year  beforehand  for  the  goods  they  purchafe  ;  for  thofethey 
fell,  they  allow  fix  months  credit :  befides  thofe,  they  labour 
onder  other  difadvantages,  from  which  the  merchants  of 
every  other  country  are  exempted*  1  hey  mull  pay  the  du- 
ties and  cufioms  at  Riga  and  Peterfburgh,  onelialfin  the 
coin  of  the  country,  the  other  in  dollars,  and  thefe  dollar^ 
are  only  tadcen  at  fuch  a  price,  fifty  per  cent,  lower  than 
they  can  procure  them  for;  which,  ofcourfe,  is  an  increafe4 
duty  of  25I.  per  cent,  .which  our  merchants  have  to  pay 
more  than  the  merchants  of  every  other  country. 

Surely,  fo  unfuvour^ble  and  monifying  an  exception^ 
Ihould  not  incline  us  to  think  the  Emprefs  friendly  to  thij 
country;  as  one  who  loves  the  Englifh,  who* is  grateful fofi 
all  the  advantages  the  reaps  from  our.  trade,  and  one  whom^ 
on  tliefe  arcouats,  we  fliquld  be  particularly  fearful  and  cau- 
tious of  oiFending.  But  wherefore  is  it,  may  be  aiked,  thatt 
Ihe  has  tried  fo  to  mortify  our  pride,  and  forced  our  mer* 
chants  to  fubmit  to  fuch  indignities,  for  fuch  exceptions  iu 
her  ports,  to  our  difadvanfcige,  are  indignities?  Becaufe  fha 
thinks  (he  has  us  in  her  power ;  and  that  under  the  neceffity 
of  trading  to  her  country  for  fuch  and  fuch  articles  we  caii» 
procure  x\o  where  elfe,  we  mufi:  fubmit  to  thofe  conditions 
{he  chufes  to  impofe.  But  let  her  beware  !  fortunately  the 
Baltic  is  not  all  her  own ;  fortunately,  there  are  other  ports 
in  that  fea,  befides  h'er's,  to  which  our  merchantmen  can 
kave  accefs ;  I  mean  thofe  of  Memel,  of  Dantzick,  of  £1« 
bing.  To  thofe  towns,  the  articles  we  moft  (land  in  need 
of  can  be  brought,  not  fo  conveniently,  but  not  with  much 
more  inconvenience  than  to  her  port  of  Riga.  Riga  hemp,^ 
the  moft.e{{ential  ajrticle  to  us  that  we  import  from  the  Bal- 
tic, grows  chiefly  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Poland ;  from 
thence.it  is  fent  down  the  rivers  to  the  Ruffian  porrs;  but 
it  might  bs  fent  down  other  rivers,  which  rife  in  the  fame 
provinces,  to  other  ports:  it  would  be  difficult  to  procure. 
the  fame  quantity  for  fome  time  by  this  new  channel ;  but 
111  time  this  would  be  the  cafe,  and  the  qqality  of  the  hemj^ 
A>  procnredi  would  be  the  fame  we  now  buy  trom  Ruffia. 

When 
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When  trade  once  changes  its  direSion,  it  is  not  eaftlf 
brought  back  to  its  ancient  courfe.  The  Emprefs  is  not  a 
woman  whofe  paflioiis  blind  her  to  her  own  interefts,  and 
thofe  confiderations  muft  therefore  have  their  weight  in  her 
mind. 

Before' I  conclude,  faid  Mr.  Stanley,  I  nluft  now  ;idd,  that 
though  for  the  reafons  I  have  given,  I  do  not  think  a  war 
with  Ruflia,  fhould  fhe  refufe  to  liften  to  our  negociations, 
would  be  inexpedient  or  unjuftiiiable,  on  the  principles  of 
•  policy  or  of  juftice/  Yet,  confidering  how  very  exhaufted 
this  country  is,  I  might  hefitate  more  than  I  do  in  giving 
my  vote  formeafures  that  may  lead  to  war;  but  I  repeat 
that  I  let  my  opinion  be  influenced,  in  addition  to  thefe  rea- 
fons, by  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  Minifter. 

Jealoufy,  it  has  been  well  faid,  is  a  an  old  parliamentary 
word  wcftiould  not  lofe  fight  of ;  I  do  not,  but  referve  a  place 
for  it  in  my  bofom  againft  future  times,  when  other  Mini«> 
fters  may  govern;  but  to  a  Minifter  who,  for  feven  years, 
has  ferved  this  country  as  our  Minifter  has  done,  I  give  con- 
fidence ;  to  a  man  who  has  recovered  England  from  its  loweft 
«bb  of  misfortune;  who  has  reftored  order  to  our  finances, 
which  were  believed  almoft  irretrievable ;  who  hps  raifed  us 
to  our  former  place  among  nations,  from  a  ftate  of  general 
defpondency;  to  fuch  a  man  I  muft  give  fome  confidence, 
and  of  his  principles  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  10  harbour  all  at 
once  miftruft  and  jealoufy. 
Mr. Whit-  Mr.  fm thread  i'M^  it  had  not  originally  been  his  intention 
bread.  to  have  offered  himfelf  tothe  Speaker's  notice  that  night,  but 
that  of  Ijte  he  had  been  particularly  anxious  to  catch  his  eye, 
becaufe  he  wiftied  that  a  line  of  difcrimlnation  fhould  be 
drawn  between  thofe  gentlemen  who  maintained,  as  fome 
had  done  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  that  the  doflrine  of 
confidence  was  that  of  the  conftitution,  and  thofe  who 
thought  it  both  ftrange  and  unconftitutionaK  He,  for  his 
part,  did  think  it  both  ftrange  and  unConftitutional ;  it  was 
.  a  doflrine  which  he  woul^  deprecate  with  his  earlieft  and 
lateft  breath  in  that  Houfe ;  a  monfter,  with  which  he  would 
grapple  wherever  it  appeared,  and  ufe  the  utmoft  of  his  ef- 
fort?  to  overthrow  and  to  crufh. 

In  every  debate  on  every  fubjeft,  fince-he  had  had  the  ho- 
nour of  fitting  in  Parliament,  this  dodirine  of  confidence  had 
met  him,  and  wherever  it  had  met  him,  he  had  been  alarmed; 
it  had  ferved  in  place  of  argument  for  every  meafure  that  had 
been  propofed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe;  it  had  ferved 
in  place  of  an  anfwer  to  every  argument  which  had  been  ad- 
^  duccd  for  any  meafure  that  had  been  brought  forward  on  that 
'iide  of  the  Houft*. 
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When  the  part  of  the  community  by  whom  he  was  fent  to 
Parliament,  eleAed  him  their  reprefentative,  he  conceived 
that  they  had  placed  a  confidence  iti  him,  on  the  exprefs 
condition  that  he  fliould  repay  it,  not  by  confidence  in  others, 
which  he  would  never  beftow,  unlefs  extorted  by  the  urgent 
neceffity  of  circumftances,  but  by  the  livel.'eft  jealoufy  and 
the  nftoft  afiive  attention.  The  great  precept  which  confti- 
toents  gave  to  their  reprefentatives,  was  to  take  care  "  N0 
quid  damni  caperet  Refpublicay  They  were  Jclegated  to  watch, 
to  check,  and  to  avert  every  dangerous  innovation;  to  pro- 
pofe,  to  adopt,  and  tocherifli  every  well- weighed  improve- 
ment, and  bound,  by  every  tie  of  nature,  honour,  and  reli- 
gion, to  deliver  to  their  poflerity  the  conftitution  Unimpaired, 
and  without  the  fmaiieft  derogation.  How  could  that  be 
done,  if  gentlemen  delivered  up  'their  confciences,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  to  the  Minifler?  The  noble  Lord  (Belgrave) 
who  moved  the  previous  queAion,  and  the  right  honourable 
gerttleman  (Mr.  Ryder)  who  had  fpoken  fincehim,  had  not 
nfcd  any  arguments  to  the  point ;  and   indeed  the  right  bo*  , 

nourable  gentleman  had  faid  he  would  not  difcufs  the  refo-> 
lotions  then  before  the  Houfe,  and  in  that  he  had   iTridtly 
kept  his  word  ;  but  as  he  knew  that  it  was  not  from  want  of 
ability  or  eloquence  that  this  happened,  he  was  warranted  in 
concluding  that  the  ground  on  the  fide  which  they  endea- 
voared  to  maintain,  was  not  tenable.     The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  enveloped  every  thing  in  myftery  and 
darknefs :  to  borrow  a  quotation  from  the  claiTical  learning 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  to  apply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  a  charader  to  which  he  had  a  peculiar  and  dif- 
XxnBt  title,  for  he  was  the  foul,  the  vital  principle,  the  pro* 
Tidence  of  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  into  whofe  hands 
gentlemen  delivered  up  therafelves,    their  confciences,  and 
their  votes,  whofe  zGt%  they  bowed  to  and  commended,  and 
whc>(e  dark,  inexplicable  ways  they  did  not  pretend  to  fcru- 
tini£e  or  arraign,  he  would  fay, 

**  Uube  polum  patet'  occupavit ;" 

and  to  carry  on  the  idea  which  the  noble  Lord  had  given 
hiro,  he  would  fay,  in  the  words  of  another  poet, 

**  Pater  medii  Nimborum  in  no^e  corufcay 
«  Fulmina  moHtur  dextraj* 

We  fee  the  baneful  effefts  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
policy;  but  the  caufes*  are  far  removed  from  our  view,  and 
Wrought  in  obfcurity.  He  was  determined  not  to  deliver 
Ills  confcience,  and  powers  of  thinking,  into  the  pofTefTion 
of  any  Minifter  whatever;  he  would  never  be  acceflary  to 
redacing  the  Honfe  of  Commons  to  the  degraded  Aate  in 
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^hkh  it  once  was,  when  they  were  told,  **  Ye  are  met 
<<  here  to  grant  fubiidies»  but  not  to  meddle  with  matters  of 
<<  State;  thofe are queft ions  far  above  your  reach,  and'ap^ 
^*  propriated  to  the  Prince  alone,  or  tothofeMinifters  witfi 
<<  whom  he  is  pleafed  to  entruft  them  ;"  and  from  this  abje^ 
ftate  they  had  rifen,  not  by  confidence  in  any  MiaiAer,  or 
feries  of  Minifters,  but  by  laborious  exertions,  by  jealou* 
attention  to  their  own  rights,  and  by  adlive  inveiligation 
of  the  condudt  of  the  fervants  of  the  Crown.  Having 
feebly  perhaps,  eftibliflied*  what,  however,  he  ftrongly  felc^ 
that  It  was  his  right  and  duty  to  invefti|;ate  the  conduit  of 
Miniders,  he  fhould  proceed  to  flate  the  reafons  why  he 
thought  the  refolutions  propoTed  by  his  honourable  friend 
ought  to  be  adopted  by  theHoufe* 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder)  had  faid    tha£ 
examples  of  applications. to  Parliament,  under  circumftances 
fimilar  to  the  prefent,  were  numerous,  and  had  mentioned  a 
variety  of  precedents,  particularly  one  of  the  year  1720,  whe<l 
Sjr  J.  Norris  was  fent  into  the  Baltic,  (of  which  he  woulj  : 
take  (bme  notice  hereafter)  but  he  contended  that  no  Mini-i 
fter,  either  in  the  inflances  quoted  by   the  right  honourablej 
gentleman,  or  in  any  other  inftance,  ever  came  to  Parlia-^, 
iment  for  fupplies,  in   a  manner  fo  unconflitutional  as  die] 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did. 

The  caufes  of  the  armament  had  not  been  avowed  or  e^-j 
plained,  and  great  eulogiums  had  been  beftowed  upon  the! 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  for  his  fecrefy ;  it  was  allowed-j 
he  gave  no  information,  but  it  was  at  the  fame  time  iafifled^ 
upon  that  none  was  neceflary.  Gentlemen  wiflied  to  know 
nothing.  In  private  life,  a  proper  mixture  of  opennefs  and 
fecrefy  begot  friendlhip  between  man  and  man  ;  but  it  would' 
appear  ft  range,  were  a  perfon  to  fay,  "  I  he  more  myfleriouS' 
<'  and  concealed  yourcondufl  is,  the  more  fatisfied  fhalll 
*'  be  that  it  is  right ;  the  lefs  you  tell  me  of  what  you  arc 
**  doing,  the  more  (hall  I  believe  you  are  doing  well;  and 
"  1  then  fhall  be  moft  contented  with  you,  and  have  the 
*'  higheft  opinion  of  your  integrity,  when  you  tell  me  na-» 
"  thing  at  all."  But  this  was  precifely  the  language  held 
by  genilerhen  refpedling  the  Minifter.  Every  thing  here 
was  to  be  gueflcd  at;  it  was  to  beconjefluredwhy  the  tran-* 
quillity  of  the  nation  was  to  be  diflurl>ed ;  and  it  muft  be 
remembered  that  thofe  ^'  fhoes  were  not  yet  old**  in  which 
gentlemen  had  come  down  to  vote  fupplies  for  an  armament 
which  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Dundas)  to  giM 
a  little  the  pill  of  taxation,  and  make  it  go  down  with  fbnid 
degree  of  facility,  had  faid,  was  to  procure  permanent  tran« 
quillity  to  this  country ;  it  had  ilruck  fuch  terror,  and  hail 
fuch  an  effc<a  in  Europe,  that  no  poweFjWgWi jenture  tia 
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interrupt  our  repofe.     What  was  the  effefl  the  right  honour-  , 
ablegentleman  boafted  ?  what  was  the  fecurity  we  had  bought  ? 
Our  fleet  is  fcarce  difnVantled,  our  feamen  are  fcarcely  turned 
adrift,  before,  with  arrogance  and  infol.nce,  we  offer  our 
mediation  to  two  contending  Powers.     That  mediation  was 
rejefled*  with  contempt,  as  it  well  defer ved,  and  we  are  ob- 
liged to  arm  again  :  and   for  what  had    we  interfered  ?  To 
prevent,  as  we  are  to  conje£^ure.  Ruffia  from  becoming  fo 
ftrong,  as  to  endanger  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  !    It 
wasa  fpeculation  not  unworthy  any  politician,  to  confider 
whether,  in  effedl,    Ruffia,  by    her  conquefts  to  the  South, 
wis  increafing  in  ftr;  ngth  and  power  :  for  his  part,  he  con- 
fidered  every  acceffion  of  territory  to  her  in  that  quarter,  a& 
an  acceffiori  of  weaknels;  that  her  empire,  by  extenfion,  be- 
came more  unwieldy,  and  lefs  to  be  dreaded  ;  and  if  that  were 
really  the  cafe,  the  true  policy  to  be  purfued,  the  true  me- 
thod to  prevent  her  becoming  formidable  to  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  would  be  to  fuffer  her  to  purfue  her  fchemes  to 
the  South ;  to  fuffer  *her  to  fight,  and  weaken  herfelf.     In 
his  opinion,  Rufiia  could  only  be  formidable,   when  her  at- 
tention was  entirely  applied  to  her  northern  poffciEons,  and 
when  the   momentum  of  her  vafl  empire  was  given  to  Pe- 
teffburg ;  and  upon  this  fubjeft  he  defired  to   reihark  the 
contrariety  of  opiniort  adopted  by. the  Minifier.     It  had  been 
faid  by  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  on  a  former  occafion, 
and  had  not  at  any  time  been   denied  by    AdminiAration, 
wKereforc  he  (houid  take  it   for  grartted   to  be  true,  that 
Grett  Britain,  in  concert  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  had  ftirred 
up  the  Porte  to  make  war  upon  the  Emprefs:  the  apprehen- 
iions  then  entertained  were,  that  her  attention  was  too  much 
alive  in  the  North,  and  this  fcheme  was  to  divert  it  towards 
th^  South  :  now,  circumftances  were  entirely  reverfed,  and 
all  our  fears  were  of  her  aggrandifement  in  the  South.     But 
let  the  idea  be  carried  to  itsfartheft  extent,  and  fuppofe  that 
the  Emprefs  could  realize  all  her  imputed  views  of  ambition, 
and  get  poffeflion  of  Conftantinople,  and  expel  the  Turks 
from  all  their  European  provinces  !  would  any  unprejudiced, 
impartial  maii  contend,  that  by  fuch  an  event  mankind  would 
not  be  largely  benefited  ?  Would  any  man  contend,  that  by 
the  expulfion  of  a  race  of  beings,  whofe  wretched,  abomi- 
nable tyranny  profcribed  the  arts  and  literature,  and  every 
thing  that  was  good  and  great  and  amiable,'  would  not  con- 
duce to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  world  ?  He  was 
iconvinced  it  would  :  thofe  countries  endowed  by  nature  with 
every  advantage,  and  fuffering  by  oppreffion  the  moft  abjedl 
'miiery,  would  revive,  and  be  produdkive  of  fources  of  com* 
I  merce  beneficial  to  every  nation.     This  was  an  event,  with 
wi^tch  the  paltry  conilderation  of  the  nice  adjuftment  of  the 
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balance  ofEurope  was  not  to  be  put  in  competition,  although 
he  was  a  friend  to  the  prefervation  of  that  balance,  upon 
broad  and  liberal  principles*  Suppofing,  he  faid,  that  this 
event  had  adlually  taken  place,  could  any  body  imagine  that 
fo  vad  an  empire,  extending  from  Peteriburgh  to  Kamfchat- 
ka  ^nd  ConAancinople,  could  fubfift  under  one  Government  ? 
Did  not  experience  tell  us  that  empires,  when  they  become 
too  vail,  always  broke  in  twain  r  If  they  did  fubfift  under 
one  Government,  would  not  the  internal  regulations  of  fuch 
an  extent  of  territory  fufficiently  engage  the  attention  of  its 
Sovereign,  to  prevent  her  roolefting  or  interfering  with  fo- 
reign Powers?  If  they  divided,  would  not  a  new  creation, 
as  it  were,  arife,  fruitful  in  bleffings  to  itfelf  and  all  the 
world  }  He  abhorred  the  wretched  and  narrow  policy  which 
could  entertain  a  wilh  that  the  mod  luxuriant  part  of  t he- 
earth  ihould  remain  dcfolate  and  niiferable,  th;it  its  fyftem 
might  be  maintained. 

B^it  was  Oczakow,  and  the  defert  around  it,  ferioufly 
confidered  as  the  point  on  which  the  balance  of  Europe 
hinged  ?  Was  it  contended,  in  earned,  that  by  pofTe/Son  of 
that  fortrefs,  the  Emprefs  was  more  likely  lo  pofleG  herfelf 
of  Conftantinople  than  without  it  ?  His  honourable  friend 
hadoblerved,  that  in  the  late  v»ar,  the  Ruffian  army  had  got 
as  far  as  Mount  Haemus,  the  pafs  of  which  the  Grand  Vizier 
had  only  10,000  men  to  defend.  Her  fleet  was  alfo  as  far 
as  Varna,  more  tlian  halfway  from  Oczakow  to  Conftan* 
tiitople,  and  yet  peace  Wai  made,  wi  bout  the  ac^uifition  of 
that  capital  by  Ruffia. 

But  if  he  might  venture  to  hazard"  a  conjecture,  it  would 
be,  that  Oczakow  was  held  out  to  the  world  as  the  pretence 
for  this  armament,  when  in  fa£l  its  objed  was  the  ajgran- 
difement  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He  had  heard  it  fuggefled, 
and  he  believed  it  to  come  from  pretty  good  authority,  that 
the  objeft  of  that  Monarch  was  the  acquifition  of  Thorn  and 
Dantzick;  that  we  favoured  his  views,  notwithftanding  we 
were  guarantees  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  towns ;  and  that 
becaufe  the  Emprefs  refifled  this  idea,  fhe  was  to  be  thwarted 
and  punifhed,  by  an  endeavour  to  wreft  from  her  the  only 
place  /be  wiQied  to  retain  (and  that  for  her  fecurity  alone) 
of  all  her  cxtenfive  conquefts.  In  fliort,  wc  were  to  facri- 
fice  the  Emprefs  and  ourfelves  to  the  ambition  of  the  King 
of  Pruffia.  What  were  we  to  gain  by  this  transfer  of  our 
friend^ip  ?  WouFd  the  alfiance  of  Pruffia  compenfate  for 
the  lofs  of  that  of  Ruffia  ?  The  former  could  only  fupply  us 
)n  cafe  of  neceffity  with  land  forces,  and  thofe  only  in  parts 
of  the  world' where  we  were  lead  likely  to  want  them  ;  for  it 
was  ilipulated  that  they  (hould  not  be  employed  out  of  Eu- 
rope.    Ruffia,  on  thd  other  band,  might  affi(f  us  in  time  of  . 
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war,  in  a  very  eflential  manner,  by  adding  to  our  naval 
ilrength;  but  in  cafe  oJFa  rupture  with  Ruffia,  our  trade  In 
the  Baltic  would  be  liable  to  the  gr^ateft  annoyance  from 
that  Power;  the  difadvantages  which  would  arife  to  this 
country,  if  the  war  was  profecuted,  were  numerous  and  ma-  ' 
rifeft ;  the  advantages  which  the  warmeft  advocates  of  the 
Minifter  would  contend  for,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  diAant 
and  precarious. 

With  rega»^d  to  the  inftance  of  Sir  J.  Norris  being  fent  into 
the  Baltic,  alluded  to  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Ryder)  he  would  juft  take  notice  of  the  iffue  of  that  armed 
negociation.  Sir  J.  Norris  was  fent  to  the  Baltic  with  a 
£eet  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  accommodating  a  peace  be- 
tween Sweden  and  Ruffia.  The  Czar  (Peter  the  Great)  re- 
jefiked  the  mediation  with  fcorn.  During  the  time  the  Engliih 
fleet  remained  in  thofe  feas,  an  engagement  took  place  between 
the  Swedes  and  Ruffians,  which  our  Admiral  was  not  able  to 
prevent,  nor  to  affift  our  allies  the  Swedes,  and  they  were 
worded  ;  and  after  all  the  expence  and  trouble  of  the  arma- 
ment, our  fliips  returned  to  their  ports  reinfe6la.  The  an- 
fwer  alfo  which  was  fent  by  the  Czar's  Refident  at  Copen- 
hagen to  the  Britifli  Admiral,  was  worthy,  at  this  particular 
jiin£lure,  to  be  mentioned. 

Sir  J.  Norris  informed  him,  that  he  was  come  to  negociatc 
a  peace  between  Sweden  and  the  Czar  his  mafter;  td  which 
the  Refident  replied,  "  that  if  he  was  really  coT»e  for  the 
"  purpofes  of  negociation,  he  thought  he  might  have  taken 
**  a  more  compendious  method,  but  that  he  had  no  inftruQ- 
**  tions  to  treat  with  him,** 

In  difpatching  your  fleet  to  the  Baltic,  could  you  fay,  qs 
vpon  former  occafions,  to  your  failors,  Ite  alacres  eifpepteniP 
Coxild  you  tell  them,  they  were  going  to  avenge  the  Injured 
honour  of  their  country,  to  punifh  a  haughty  and  irrccon- 
cileable  enemy  ?  Or  cculd  you  hold  out  to  them,  as  a  reward 
for  their  valour,  the  rich  captures  they  may  make?  You 
muft  he  {ilent  on  all  thefe  topics  of  encouragement ;  and  al- 
though he  revered  as  much  as  any  man  the  enthufiaftic  va* 
lour  of  the  Britifh  fleer,  which  had  atchieved,*  from  year  to 
year,  and  from  age  to  age,  the  wonders  which  bad  railed  this 
country  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory ;  and  although  he  was 
confident  they  would  be  viSorious  over  all  dangers,  however 
gre:(t,  and  difgufts,  however  poignant,  yet  your  (llence  would 
too  plainly  tell  them  they  were  going,  without  profpefl  of 
reward  for  their  toils,  againft  their  ancient  «ind  natural  friends, 
hnd  to  deftroy  the  very  fourcesfrom  which  they  ufed  to  draw: 
their  fubfiftcnce. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  he  contended  that  the  refo- 
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lutions  were  highly  proper,  and  that  it  was  the.du.ty  of  the 
Houfe  to  adopt  them, 

Mr.  vv  hit  read  was  foHpwed  by 
SirWm.       ^h  PVilliamY'oung^  who  faid,  that  one  principal  rea{bn  of 
Young,    his  riiing  was,  to  rtfprobate  a  doflrine   of  moft  unconflitu- 
tiofial  rendfncy,  as  well  as  moft  pernicious,  iii  rel|>e(3  to  ihe 
imnVdiatr  queltion  before   the  Houfe.     An  honoural»le  geii- 
tlt man    (Mr.  Powys)   had   ftated  that  we  were  free  in    this 
monieut  of  debate  to   retrace  our  former  procedure,  regain 
the^  very  pn-miics  we  fet  out  fro  r,  and  a^  in  our  parliamen* 
tary  Cc'ipjCity,  as   if  we  had  made  no  engngements, ,  had   re- 
turned no^  an  fvixr  to  the  meflage  from  tht*  Crown,  a  d   h^d 
no  ways  fanflioned  its  contents,     ^uch  dtclaration  was  no 
farther  ohj^cfrjonable,  than  as  it  fought  to  involve  the  Koufc 
ia  adlual  inconfiftenc  y  of  coadufl,  undtr  the  plea  of  freedom 
of  debate,  and  parli.imrntary  prad^ice  in   the  confidering  iho 
fame  matter  under  various  ihr.pes,  and  in    various  (lages  of 
bufinefs.     But  when  tliis  claim  to  return  back,  and  put  the 
Houfe  in  a  fitiiation  of  free  agency,  was  introduced,  for  tbe 
fole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  declaring  what  fliould  be  the  pre- 
cife  line  of  conduft  adopted  by    the  executive  Government 
in  its  negociations  with  Ruflia,  he  could  not  fufficiently  ex- 
prefs his  aftonifliment  at  fuch   a  propofuion  coming  from  a 
gentleman  who  had  even  refifted  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  and 
given  a  faithful  fupport  to  the  conftitution  of  his  country, 
under  every  circumilance  of  wild  inroad  on   its  fubftance  oi" 
forms,  which   had  been  fo  repeatedly  attempted,   under  pre- 
tences of  reform  or  amendment.     Could  a  more  unconftitu- 
tional    or   mifchievous  propofal   be  advanced,  than  that. a 
Houfe  of  Coinmons  fhould  thus  refolve  itfelf  intoa  kind  of 
diplomatic  Committee,  trench  on  the  moft    acknowledged 
prerogative  of  the  Crown?    Could  a  propofal  be  fuggefted 
more  pernicious  in  regard  to  the  prefent  meafu re?  Such  in-.- 
terference  and  didlum  of  the  Houfe  muft  preclude  all  means 
by  which  the  country  might  avail  itfelf  of  mutual  concdlion^ 
of   *'  a   medius  terminus/*  the   refult,  to  vi^hich  contrafling^ 
parties  generally  looked.     It  would  be  declaring,  that  Ruffia 
Ihould  have  fuch  terms  as  the  rate  might  exprefs,  without 
contra  fiipulation,  unlefs,  indeed,  the  Houfe  meant  fairly 
to   correfpohd,  treat,  argue,  and  become  an  agent  for  ^fo- 
reign affairs.     But  then  it  is  faid,  that  we  truft  the  country 
to  a  fituation  of  danger,  and  eventually  of  war,  blindly,  and 
in  mere  confidence  of  Minifters.     In  adverting  to  that  word 
confidence^  fo  much  talked  of,  and  fo  little  examined,  he  muft 
beg  to  difcard  all  farther  difpute  about  the  word,  under  its 
plain  analyHs.     By  confidence,  as  applied  to  men,  is  under- 
ftood  an  opinion  that  he  who  hath  done  well,  is  moft  Ukely 
to  do  well  again,  and  under  this  opinion  he  is  trufted ;  this 
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definition  applies  to  can6(lenc^  bjetiwcen  -man  and'  raab,  laifd 
to  Minifters  asother  men.    : In  cofes  like  the prefent,  anotlier 
plea  operated  of  a  yet  ftronger  nature.     The  executive  Go- 
vernment  had  a  claim  not  merely  for   a  confidence,  which 
anv  NJcmber  of  this  Hoiife,  or  this  Houfe  itfdf,  had  to  bc- 
ilow,   but   for  a  confidence  which  the  conftitution   of  the 
country   had  already  beiiowed  and  given,   when  4t  vefted  hi 
the  Crown,,  and  in,  its   Minillers,  wider  fafeguard  of  their 
'  refponfihility,  the  powers  to  make  |>eace  or  war,  taiA  aferllori 
to  negociate  teims  tending  to  thofe  conclullons.     Sir  Wil- 
liam laid,  that  be,  however,  hiud   opinions  on  the    prefent 
<jueftion  which  wouiti  drredl   his  vote  to  the  fuppott  of  Mi- 
nifters in  the  preftrnt  ;irmed  negcciatlon,  independent  of  any 
credit   and  truft  he  re;  ofed  in  them  on  general  accounts.-^ 
They,  whilft  ergnged  in  treaty,  coulJ  not  with  prudence  de- 
bate the  a£^ual  fituation  of  alFairs   in  Europe.     But  he  was 
not  fo  precluded  ;  he  had  no  connetSiion  or  habits  of  perfonal 
intiir  acy,  and  much  lefs  of  official  intelligence,     tie  com- 
mitted  no  mr.n,  or  fet  of  men ;  he  had  merely  maps,  and 
-books,  and  that  common  knowledge  to  found  his  argument 
on,  which  every  man   in    the  Houle   poflefled  equally  with 
himfelf.     He  would  freely,  therefore,  ftate  his  reafons,  wliy 
Great  Britain  (hould  regard  with  a  jealous  eye  the  aggrjndife- 
jnent  of  Ruflia :  he  would  flate,  too,  other  obvious  reafons 
for  our  prefent  interference.     Gentlemen  had  talked  of  a  ba- 
lance of  power  :  a  balance  of  power,  with  regard  to  the  ma*- 
ritime  potentates,  is  more  efpecially  the  concern  of  Great 
Pritain  ;  and  what,  in  this  refpe^t,  is  the  fituation  of  Ruffia? 
Rufiia  is  tending,  ftep  by  ftep,  under  the  name  of  al!iances» 
fo  snake  mere  proviiKes  of  all  t lie  kingdoms  of  the  North. 
Conferieracy  of  the  weaker  wirh  thf  ftronger  is  fubjeSion,  if 
none  elfc  interfere.     This  obfervation  applies  to  Sweden  al- 
ready, perhaps  to  Denmark,  and  to  Poland  too,  if  we  do  not 
prevei  t  it.     So  much  for  the  Baltic.    Look  where  Ruffia  en- 
l^nds  her  arm  on  the  other  frontier  of  Europe.     It  has  been' 
the  failiion  f<T  gentlemen  to  talk  of  Oczakow,  as  a  mere  for- 
trefs  of  defence  to  Ruffia,  or  as  a  place  of  no  eflential  danger 
to  the  Turks  whilft  in  her  hands;     Thofe  have  heard  little, 
and  read  lefs,  who  ufe  fuch  language.     Oczakow  is  the  key 
of  Conftantinrple ;   the  Dnieper,  which,  under  the  walls  of 
that  fortrefs,  difemboguing  into  the  Black  Sea,  is  conne&ed . 
by  cinals,  or  other  water  carriage,  with  the  very  capital ; 
the  arfenals  of  Poterfburgh  can   be  emptied  into  Oczakow, 
md  ftores  of  a  naval  of  warlike  kind  float  to  the  very  water 
»f  the  Leman,  nnder  its  walls.    The  natural  barriers  and 
l^rtreiles  of  Haemus  and  Rhadope  covering  Adrianopte  to 
:lie  land,   Oczajcow  alone  can  provide,  and  protedl  what  it 
irovided^  to  fead  a  &rce  againft  Conftantinople  by  fea.    If 
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Ruffia  gets  Conftantinople,  fbe  gets  the  Mediterranean ;  li 
empire  being  the  emporium  of  timber,  hemp,  and  iron,  na 
will  then  be  enabled  to  contend  with  her  in  that  quarter  1 
ther  in  commerce  or  in  arms.  The  iron  of  the  North  W 
command  the  gold  of  the  South.  Are  we  prepared  for  t 
aggrandifement  in  the  Baltic^  and  among  the  Northern  Pol 
ers,  which  (hall  command  the  whole  market  of  naval  ftora 
If  not,  Ruffia  muft  not  be  permitted,  under  the  name  of  1 
ally,  to  have  Poland  for  a  (!ependency.  Arc  we  prepar 
for  an  aggrandifement  of  Ruffia,  which,  from  the  Black  Sei 
may  command  the  Dardanelles,  and  through  the  Dardanellj 
the  Mediterranean  ?  If  not,  Ruffia  muft  not  have  Oczakon 
If,  in  addition  to  Oczakow,  Ruffia  is  farther  permitted  I 
pofTefs  the  fortrefs  of  Akerman,  ihe  commands  the  mouti 
of  the  Danube,  and  the  eaAern  frontiers  of  Germany  ai 
wantonly  expofed  to  her.  If  Ruffia  conne£ls  with  Auilrii 
as  (lie  has  heretofore  done,  fo  circumftanced,  Pruflia  is  i 
much  endangered  on  the  fide  of  Stlefia,  as  on  other  and  pn 
fent'  accounts,  on  its  Polifh  frontier. 

Sir  William  faid  he  would  take  the  queftion  on  anotlH 
ground,  and  which  gentlemen  had  much  infifted  on,  on  tb 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe.     He  would  fuppofe  it  to  be  not 
queftion  of  Britifh  policy,  but  a  queftion  of  good  faith  t 
Pruffia,  and  in  a  Pruffian  quarrel.     Every  one  knew  the  oC 
cafion  and  immediate  effe&.  of  our  Pruffian  alliance  in  1787 
through  fuch  means  we  wrenched  Holland  from  the  intrigue 
and  power  of  France  ;  we  gained   anally,  who  could  moj 
hurt  us  as  a  maritime  power,  from  our  own  channel  to  tfafl 
Eaft  Indies,  and  who  could  moft  befriend  us  in  every  {ita3 
ation.     Holland,  giving  us  the  benefit  of  its  maritime  frc^N 
tiers,  that  is,  of  its  arfenals  and  navy,  required  protediodj 
on  its  back  or  inland  frontier ;  and  Pruffia  could  fupply  thal| 
protection.     Pruffia  had  aSually  given  that  proteSion.     H^ 
^id  not  fay  that  it  was  within  the  cafus  fctdertSy  but  it  furdyj 
was  within  the  fpirit  and  bona  fides  of  the  treaty,  to  requital 
Pruffia,  endangered  by  acceffions  to  Ruffia  on  the  Poliffi: 
frontier,  or  elfe  where,  by  timely  interference  of  kind  offices}, 
to  grant  her  affiftance  in  refifting  fuch  encroachments,  oni 
juft  reafons  of  apprchenfion  to  her,  was  a  mere  retribution, 
for  fervice,  a  national  juftice.     It  was  a  mere  price  of  our| 
union  with  Holland  ;  and  a  debt  that  cannot  be  refufed  with- 
out national  infamy.     Sir  William  faid,  that  he  could  not 
fit  down  without  once  again  adverting  to  the  queftion,  on 
grounds  of  Britifli  policy,  and  calling  on  a  Houfe  of  Eng- 
liftimen  to  watch  more  efpecially  the  interefts  of  commerce 
and  marine  power;  for  it  was  on  thofc  premifes  that  reftci 
their  public  wealth  and  independence; and  an  aggrandifement 
of  one  who  controlled  the  very  fources  of  naval  force,  and 
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nercantile  equipments,  was,  of  all  others,  to  be  checked  and 
ifrevcnted  by  every  means  which  timely  fpirit  and  policy 
night  fuggeft.  On  this,  and  many  other  grounds,  he  fhould 
rote  for  the  previous  quefticn,  and  not  permit  the  meafures 
aken  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  counterafling  the 
imhition  of  Ruflia,  to  be  interrupted.  Sir  William  clofed 
lis  fpeech,  with  fome  farther  attempts  to  define  what  was  the 
lature  of  confidence,  a^  repofed  in  the  Crown  by  the  Britiih 
onftitution,  in  regard  to  negociation  with  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  that,  although  he  had  I'everal  times  2^^, 
irefented  himfelf  in  vain  to  the  Speaker's  eye,  he  never  felt  Sheridan, 
t  more  unneceiTary  to  trefpafs  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe  than 
it  that  time,  fince,  if  ever  there  was  a  debate,  in  which  the 
notions  had  been  fuppoited  by  the  abled  arguments  that  ever 
rere  urged  on  one  fide,  and  only  flimfy  delufion  oppofed  to 
hero  on  the  other*  the  caufe  difcufied  that  day  had  been  that 
aufe.  Not  even  any  argument  had  been  offered  by  the  ho- 
lourable  Baronet  who  fpoke  laft,  and  who  had  traverfed  over 
U  Europe,  traced  the  hiftory  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
(lerce  of  Ruflia,  from  the  earlieft  times  ;  defcribed  her  back 
irontiers,  and  all  parts  of  her  dominions,  and  expatiated 
rith  as  much  familiarity  concerning  the  Dnieper  and  the  Da^- 
tube,  as  if  he  had  been  talking  of  the  Worcefterfhire  canal, 
nd  pi'flured  the  Emprefs  as  a  female  Coluflus,  ftanding  with 
he  foot  on  the  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  tlie  other  on  the 
oaft  of  the  Baltic,  and  yet,  in  fpite  of  this  fund  of  knowledge 
nd  ingenuity,  all  which  the  honourable  Baronet  faid,  did 
Dt  amount  to  an  argument  againft  the  motion,  which,  in 
is  mind,  was  entitled  to  the  fmallefi:  weight.  From  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  (Mr.  Dundas) 
rho  was  fomething  like  a  Miniiler,  though  not  adlually  one, 
e  expected  to  have  heard  important  reafoning;  but  he  pre- 
imed  he  had  continued  dumb,  becaufe  if  he  had  rifen  to 
peak,  it  might  have  been  fufpe£led  that  he  knew  fomething, 
dd  thus  have  broken  in  upon  that  impenetrable  myftery,  and 
bat  magnificent  filence  which  was  to  charadterize  the  day» 
%  far  as  regarded  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  alone  could  have 
Bbrded  the  Houfe  the  information  which  they  had  a  right 
>  expefl.  Thofe  who  had  rifen  to  fpeak,  like  the  honour* 
Ue  Baronet  who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  profefied  that  they 
Dew  nothing  of  the  caufe  of  the  armament,  or  had  indulged 
iftating  what  they  guefled  to  be  that  caufe;  thus  the  fum 
id  fubftaoce  of  all  the  arguments  againft  the  motion  had 
sen  profefled  ignorance  on  the  one  hand,  or  avowed  conjec- 
irc  on  the  other,  if,  then,  they  were  to  guefs  only  from 
toijedure,  and  to  argue  from  maxims  drawn  from  maps  and 
M)ks,  as  the  laft  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide 
id  ione^  were  they  poifibly  to  come  at  any  fatisfa&ory 
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kAowIet^t^c  or.  r' e  J«j':-j^a?  Are  mnxim*:  drawn  front 'ni^l)$ 
aiK'^  ho(;ks  ti.j  cuj-.:  \c\  \\}\'.'J.  an  Eriglifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
m^/ns  are  to  |:!'.:n^^'  /  •*  r  counrry  into  a  war,  and  wafte  the 
hkcr\  rip.d  trt:ai\ii'*'of  th'^ir  cor.il itLieiUs  !  "Tiie  reafons  llatcd 
by  diiier'L'H  ^^f  :»'.l'-ino?,  among  tbe-r  guefies  of  the  Caufesof ' 
,  the  wp.r,-  weie  no!  more  cliiFoient  than  exraordinary.     One 

right   htviourrihle  g:ntiema;>    had    affigned   fomethirg  that 
looked  hkeaji  argnm-n^,  which  might  account  for  the  right 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  E*chequei*$  filenCe.      He  had  ' 
ftated,  that  if  his  lighf  honourahle  friend  fa  id  any  thing  re- 
larive  to- the  negociation,  it  might  put  it  out  of  the  power' 
of  the  negociiting  parties  to  recede  or  retrift  what  they  had 
adv&nced,  and  thus  render  a  war  unavoidahle.     Did  the  right ' 
hcJnourahle  gentleman  then  think  it  neceflary  to   recede  and 
retrad^  any  of  the  bluftering  menaces  which  he  had  made  to 
Kiiflia?  If  he  did,  it  ought  to  be  avowed*  that  an  opportn-  . 
nity  might  be  gi^en  for  fuch  retra£^ation.     But  that  right  "^ 
hdhourable  gentleman,  who  had  talked  of  the  Minifter*$  re-, 
ceding^  had  alfo  alluded  to  one  matter  as  the  caufe  of  the  * 
war,  from  the  bare  mention  of  which  he  flirunk  with  horror; 
he  had  hinted  at  the  armed  neutrality,  and  at  the  pofllbility  ' 
.    of  this  being  a  fit.  opportunity  for  retaliating  and  revenging'^ 
that  meafute.     Weie  we-then  to  go  to  war  for  fo  bafe  a  par-  * 
pofe)  as  to  give^ent  to  the  lodged  hate  and  burning  refent-  • 
men!  which  had  been  avowed  to  have  ranked  in  our  bofoms  *: 
for  fo  many  years  ?  He  hoped  not.     The  fame  right  honcur-  ' 
able  gentleman  had  taPked  of  the  partition  of  Poland.    Were  ^ 
th«y  10  refent  that  event  at  this  crifis  ?   If  fo,  it  ought  to  be  ] 
avowed.     But  he  would  not  believe  that  any  of  thefe  could  ' 
be'  the  caufe  of  the  war.     Hevwoiald  rather  turn  to  the  noble  " 
Lord,  who  had,  in  his  opinion,  adied  in  a  more  open  and  ' 
manly  way,  and   refied  the  argument  on  its  true  ground. — 
The  noble  Lord  had  expreffly  avowed  that  he  gave  his  con- 
fent  on  the  ground  of  implicit  confidence  in  the  Minifter,  and  ^ 
ha4  even  gone  fo' far  as  to  declare,  that  he  fhould  confider  it 
as  criminal  in  the  MinifVer,  if  he  gave  theHoufe  any  infor- 
mation whatever  on  the  fubje6).  '  i  he  ground  of  confidence  ' 
had  (hifted  matejially  fmce  its  firfl  introdudlion  three   years 
ago*     They  had  then  heard  of  rational  confidence;  fince, 
a  greater  degree  of  confidence  had  been  talked  of,  and  no«r '^ 
the  noble  Lord  had  avowed  that  he  gave  the  Minifter  impli- 
cit confidence.     Had  they  not  better  at  once  appoint  the  ' 
right  honourable  gentleman  Dictator,  and  give  him  the  power 
of  making  war  and  peace  juil  as  bethought  proper?    The 
noble  Lord^  who  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  flfiewn   himfelf 
very  much  attached  to  the  ancient  Greeks,  had  appeared  not 
to  be  fo  much  attached  to  the  modern  Greeks,  and  had  faid. 
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**  See  what  a  faithlefs  fet  of  pe#ple  thefe  modern  Greekt 
"  are  P    In  what,  Mr.  Sheridan  alked,  did  then:  treachery 
confift  ?  He  knew  of  no  fuch  treachery,  and  he  owned  that 
he  ikonld  rather  hare  expedled  that  tne  noble  Lord,  with  z 
claffica)  indignation,  would  have  lamented  that  the  defcend« 
ants  of  Demofthenes  fhould  not  be  orators,  Aatefmen,  and 
foldiers,  but  an  unfortunate  race  of  men,  kept  only  to  pam- 
per the  falfe  talle  and  degraded  appetites  of  the  Ottoman 
Court.     So  much  out  of  humour  had  thef^oble  Lord  proved 
himfelf  to  be  with  the  modern  Greeks,  that  he  had  been  be« 
trayed  into  a  perfidy  of  quotation,  and  had  quoted  a  Latin 
line,  to  his  furprife,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  when  he  had  expell- 
ed a  line  of  Homer  from  him  at  leaft.     With  regard  to  what 
had  been  obfervcd  of  that  Houfe  invading  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  if  they  interfered  with  negociations,  he  was,  for 
one,  always. ready  to  confefs,  that  the  juft  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown  (hould  be  kept  facred  ;  but  thofe  were  no  friends  *^ 
to  the  prerogative,  who  fhould  advife  the  exercife  of  it  in  the 
extreme,  and  endanger  its  proving  obnoxious  to  that  Houfe* 
The  beft  Government  under  the  praflice  of  our  conilitution 
confided  in  a  wife  blending  and  co- operation  of  the  executive 
and  legiflative  branches  of  it.     The  King  certainly  mrght^ 
if  he  pleafed,  make  what   treaties  he  thought  proper,  and 
keep  them  from  the  knowledge  of  Parliament,  if  he  was  fo 
advifed  by  his  Minifters;  he  might  alfo  make  war  and  peace, 
and  in  doing  that,  confidence  was  repofed  in  thofe  on  whofe 
ihoulders,    as   a  counterpoife,   refponfibility  lay.     But  the 
moment  they  came  to  that  Houfe  for  fupport  and  affiftance, 
confidence  was  at  an  end,  and  the  hour  of  inquiry  and  con- 
trol was  arrived.     Yet,  what  he  wifhed  to  contend  for  was, 
that  ancient,  conftitutional,  and  moft  ufeful  fun(Sion  of  a 
Britifii  Houfe  of  Commons,   their  capacity  of  advifing  the 
Crown,  and  of  being  enabled,  by  a  due  application  and  ex- 
ercife of  their  preventive  wifdom,  to  fave  the  country  from 
that  expence  and  calamity  into  whieh  they  might  otlierwife    . 
be  plunged,  either  by  the  error  of  Minifters,  their  impru- 
dence^ their  negleS,  or  their  corruption.     If  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  were  to  be  deprived  of  that  important  funftion, 
and  were  never  fufFered  to  exercife  their  preventive  wifdom, 
their  chief  ufe,  as  a  deliberative  AffemWy,  would  be  lofl  to 
the  Public,  and  the  whole  powers  of  that  Houfe  would  be 
reduced  to  two  dry  points  :  the  power  of  the  purfe,  and  the 
power  of  impeachments     Thus,  inftead  of  confulting  them 
as  advifers  of  the  Crown,  they  would  be  reduced  to  the  mi- 
lerable  condition  of  ailing  upon  public  meafures  in  the  la  ft 
fatal  inftance,  that  of  loading  their  conftituents  with  the  ex- 
pence  of  them,  when  it  might  afterwards  turn  out  that  they 
were  meafures  not  fit  to  have  been  purfued ;  and  in  that  cafe. 
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all  left  for  them  to  do,  would  be  to  profecute  Miiiifiers  to 
punifliment.  If  the  purpofe  of  a  meilage  frcai  the  Crown 
fliould  be  at  any  time  to  tell  them  that  the  enemy  were  at 
their  doors,  and  therefore  fupplics  muft  be  granted,  he  cer- 
tainly Ihould  firft  afe,  on  whofe  account  they  were  called 
upon,  and  how  it  happened  that  they  had  not  before  been 
apprized  of  the  public  danger }  but  he  fltould  grant  the  fup- 
plies  on  account  of  the  neceffity  and  exigency  of  the  cafe. 
The  honourable  gentleman  oppoilte  to  him  had  wondered 
that  they  fliould  fpeakof  ilie  proceedings  in  that  manner  as  a 
novelty,  and  remarked,  that  they  were  totally  ignorant  of 
parliamentary  conflitution,  if  they  did  not  know  that  it  had 
been  the  pradlice  of  Miniflers,'  in  ftmilar  cafes,  to  n(k  for 
fupport,  and  give  no  explanation  at  the  time.  Ignorant,  in- 
deed, he  confeifed  they  mufl  be,  if  the  cafe  were  fo;  yet  he 
could  not  but  imagine  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  fo  ready  to  give  their  confidence  blindly  aad  implicitly, 
were  themfelves  fo  confident,  that  they  ventured  to  quote 
precedents,  without  ever  having  given  themfelves  the  trouble 
to  look  and  fee  whether  they  would  fupport  their  argument. 
It  fo  happened,  that  all  the  precedents  from  the  year  1700 
downwards,  were  againft  them,  and  in  favour  of  what  he  had 
juft  contended  for.  In  the  cafe  of  the  war  of  1700,  there 
had  been  a  defire  of  preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope, and  King  William  had  applied  to  the  Houfeon  theoc- 
cafion.  Mr.  bheridan  read  fiom  the  journals  themeflage  of 
King  William,  and  the  addrefsof  the  Houfe  in  anfwer.  In 
the  one,  the  King  flates  the  purpofe  of  his  application,  and 
calls  for  the  advice  of  his  Commons,  and  in  the  other,  the 
Houfe  tells  His  Majefly  that  they  will  give  him  their  advice, 
as  foon  as  they  are  fully  informed  on  the  fuhjeft,  and  defire 
that  all  the  treaties  entered  into  by  His  Majeily  may  be  laid 
before  them,  that  they  may  be  able  to  offer  him  their  mature 
advice.  It  appeared  from  hence,  that  King  William,  in  the 
inftance  which  he  had  read,  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to 
a(k  the  advice  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  they  had  heard 
what  the  language  of  the  Houfe  had  been  in  return.  As  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  might  not  like  a  pre- 
cedent fo  near  the  Revolution,  he  would  turn  to  another  of 
a  more  recent  period,  that  of  1734.  So  far  from  the  Mini- 
flers  of  that  day  calling  for  the  confidence  of  Parliament, 
the  King  placed  a  confidence  in  his  Parliament,  and  put  the 
whole  hufinefs  into  their  hands.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that 
be  could  not  but  wonder  that  the  Houfe  bore  with  patience 
the  cant  of  refponfihilitv,  which  was  preached  to  them  by  ail 
who  contended  for  confidence.  They  weie  eternally  faying, 
give  N^inifltrs  implicit  confidence;  have  not  they  the  refpon- 
fibiiity  ?  as  if  they  confidered  refponfibility  as  a  pcrquifite  of 
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o£ce>  rather  than  the  peril  of  their  fitoation.     If  they  felt 
the  cafe  properly,  they  would  fhrink  from  the  bare  mention 
<  of  refponfibility,    inAead  of  being  eternally  talking  of  it, 
;  which  convinced  him  that  ittey  confidered  refponfibility  as  a 
s  protedlion,  and  as  another  word  for  indemnity,     7'he  o*her 
''evening,  when  the  unclaimed  dividends  were  under  difcuflion, 
\  a  declaration  had  been  made  i)y  one  of  the  Bank  Dire<51ors, 
,  which  appeared  to  him  at  the  time  to  be  moft  .extraordinary. 
In  mentioning  that  much  might  be  loft  to  the  Bank  by  forge- 
ries, one  of  the  Diredlors  had  obferved,  that  their  cuftom 
^  was  to  let  the  perfons  prefenting  forged  bills   for  payment 
have  the  money,  and  not  prevent  the  commiffion  of  the  crime, 
becaufe  unlefs  the  felony  were  fuffered  to  f)e  completed,  they 
could  not  profecute,  and  make  an  example.     Mr.  Sheridan 
leaibned  on  the  abfurdity  of  this   pra£lice,  and  compared  It 
with  that  of  letting  a  Minifter,  by  unwife  meafures,  plunge 
thecountty  into  a  depth  of  calamity,  from  which  it  could 
not  be  eafily  extricated,  merely  on  the  Idea  that  fuch  a  Mi- 
nifttr  might  be   made  an  example  of  afterwards.      What 
rwoold  they  think,  if  thofe  who  oppofed  the  right  honourable 
fentlcman  oppofite  to  him,  faw  him  hurrying  on  the  coun- 
try to  ruin,  and,  inftead  of  refifting  his  deftru<5live  meafures, 
[were  to  fay,  "  Stop  awhile,  we  are  aware  that  Minifters  are 
**  getting  mto  a  fine  fcrape  and  then  we  Ihall  have  the  fatis- 
**  fadion  of  making  them  an  example."     In  both  cafes,  pre- 
vention, he  maintained,  would  be  preferable  tb  puniftiment; 
and  if  the  Bank  forewent  the  hope  of  making  an  example, 
and  prevented  the  felony  from  being  completed,  they  would 
do  much  better,  and  fave  their  money  ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
oppofition  did  their  duty  beft,  in  endeavouring  to  refcue  their 
coonfry  from  ruin,  and   their  conftituents  from    taxes,  by 
checking  a   Minifter's  career   in   time.     With  regard   to  the 
[motives  of  the  war,  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  he  did  not 
think  them  of  great  importance;  but  the  grounds  of  it  fe'em- 
ed  to  him  to  be  fo  exrravagantly  ridiculous,  that  he  could 
not  convey  his  fenfeof  the  arrogance  of  our  interfering  bet- 
[tcr,  than  by  fuppofing  that  Ruflia  had  treated  us  fo  at   the 
end  of  the   laft  war,  and  letting  the  Houfe  feel  it  as  their 
own  cafe.     Suppofe,  when  we  were  making  the  peace,  ftie 
had  inGfled  on  our  giving  up  Negapatnam,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
to  the  Dutch.     Extravagant  as  this   might   appear,  it  was 
not  more  fo  than  our  infifting-  on  her  reftoring  Oczakow  to 
the  Porte.     Suppofe,  then,  that  flie  had  made  a-  point  of  our 
lefigning  Negapatnam  to  the  Dutch,  meaning  on  her  part  to 
five  it  to   Denmark,  or  fome  other  of  ler  allies.     What 
ihould  we  have  faid  to  fuch  a  demand  ?    1  he  anfwer  would 
kave  been,  what  has  Ruflia  to  do  with  our  poCtfTions  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  ?  We  (hould  have  repelled  the  demand,  and  treated  ^^.^ 
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it  with  contempt.  Sappofe,  in  that  cafe,  the  Emprefs  had 
fent  a  fleet  down  the  Channel,  and  burnt  Hull,  in  its  way  to 
London,  where,  on  her  arrival,  (he  was  determined  to  en- 
force her  negociations,  by  a£)ing  as  an  armed  mediator.-* 
Should  not  we  have  thought  that  Ruffia  a£led  moft  arrogant- 
ly, and  moft  unwarrantably;  and  yetj  her  conduA  in  that 
cafe  would  not  be  more  extraordinary  than  ours  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance.  Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he (hrewdly  fufped- 
ed  that  we  were  led  on  by  our  allies,  and  that  the  real  caufe 
^  of  the  war  was  a  Prui&an  obje6l  in  Poland.     Suppofe,  bow- 

ever,  that  we  went  on  with  the  war,  and  that,   in  the  end, 
the  Emperor  obtained   what  he  wanted  in    Moldavia  and 
Wallachia ;  the  Emprefs  what  fbe  wanted  in  Turkey  ;  and 
Pruifia,  Thorn  and  Dantzick ;  in  that  cafe,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  predidi,  that  the  lot  of  England  wovild  be  to  pay  the 
piper,  and  that  the  expence  which  we  might  incur  would  be 
all  that  would  fall  to  our  fhare.     Having  flared  this^  Mr, 
Sheridan  now  adverting  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
arraigned  his  condud,  and  declared  that  he  (hould  not  he 
afraid   to  go  through  his  whole  political  life,  and  would  oa^ 
dertake  to  prove,  that  moft  of  his  meafures  had  been  preg- 
nant with  mifchief  to  the  conqtry.     In  the  moment  of  bring- 
ing forward  each,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  (ai4i 
to  the  Houfe,  "  Give  us  your  confidence;  we  are  refpon*! 
<<  fible !"    Confidence  might  not,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  be  a(-i 
ways  well  applied.     He  a&ed,  whether  the  right  honourable; 
gentleman  recolIe<£led  the  very  different  profpefis  which  we 
had  been   taught  to  turn   our  eyes  to  in  this  year)  JDidhs 
recollect  that  this  was  the  promi(ed  Millenium  !  that  halcyon 
year,  in  the  fpring  of  which  we  were  to  tafte  the  fweets  an4 
bloftbms  it  was  to  produce  }  Did  the  right  honoiirahle  gen- 
tleman refle£^,  that  he  had  told  them  that  they   fhould  not 
only  have  their  income  equal    to  their  expenditure,  but  a 
clear  million  a  year  furplus  to  pay  towards  the  dim t nation 
of  the  national  debt,  and  a  permanent  peace  eftahlifhmeni? 
Mr.  Sheridan  contrafted  this  with  the  a<^ual  flate  of  the  mo- 
ment, the  immediate  profpeft  of  another  war,  and  the  cer 
tainty  of  additional  taxes.     The  people,  heobferved,  wouM 
not  bear  the  intolerable  burdens  under  which  they  muft  thca 
groan,    unlefs   the  right  honourable  gentleman  came  fairly 
forward,  and  afTigtied  a  fatisfadlory  ground  for  going  to  wan 
There  was  not  one  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  who  really  faw  J 
motive  for  it  which  he  could  reconcile  to  any  reafonable  ide* 
With  regard  to  confidence,  he  declared  that  he  fhould  n<il 
give  his  confidence  to  Minifters  to  treat  with  foreign  Courts 
unlefs  the  fiift  department  of  office,  in  which  all  our  foreign 
negociations  lay,  were  refcued  from   the  hands  of  a  pet  A* 
who,  to  an  overchargt-d  conceit  of  his  |0wiK?^il*lic«a  ^^^ 
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the  rafiiiiefs  which  always  muft  attend  inexperience,  and 
placed  in  the  hand^  of  a  man  familiar  with  foreign  Courts, 
9nd  pofi«fled  of  dexterity  and  fimplicity  fuflficient  to  enable 
him  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with  (kill  and  with 
fuccefs.  By  dexterity,  he  faid,  he  did  not  mean  that  cun* 
ning  which  another  perfon  mittook  for  craft,  and  that  craft  for 
wifdom;  he  meant  dexterity  to  difcover  and  ward  off  the  de- 
.  Ttcesand  intrigues  of  foreign  Minifters,  and  others;  and  fim- 
plicity to  follow  the  ftraight^forward  path  of  open  manlinefs 
and  plain  dealing  himfelf.  He  declared  that  he  would  leave 
it  to  the  Houfe  to  make  the  application  of  this  contraft,  but 
anlefs  a  department  of  fo  much  importance,  confidering  the 
prefsnt  iituntion  of  foreign  Courts,  were  placed  in  fuch  hands, 
it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  give  confidence  at  fuch  a  time  to 
Minifters;  nor  had  (hey,  in  fa(9,  any  right  to  expefl  it  from 
him,  who  had  uniformly  and  openly  refifted  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  meafures. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  condu£V  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  him,  refpefling  Hoi- 
lard  in  1787,  for  which  praife  had,  on  all  hands,  heen  candid- 
ly allowed  him.      He  declared  that  if  the  queftion  were  put 
to  him,  and  he  were  aiked  if,  as  a  fingie  meafure,  he  rejoiced 
at    it  ?    he  fhould,  without  hefitaticn,  anfwer,  that  he  did 
not;  becaufe  he  never  could  rejoice  at  feeing  the  ftock  of  li-^ 
berty  diminifhed,  and,   by  our  interference,  that  noble  re- 
public was  agafh  reduced  to  the  miferable  ftate  of  vaffalage 
under  which  fhc  bad  fo  long  groaned  ;  but,    when  he  confi- 
dered  that  it  was  probable  at  the  time  that  Holland  would 
have  become  a  province  to  France  (though  fubfequent  events 
had  fince  proved  that  it  cou'd  not  have  been  the  confequence) 
he  was  ready  to  join  in  commending  the  conduft  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  that  occafion.     But  if  it  were  true, 
that  the  recovering  our  connexion  with  Holland  vvasrvothing 
more  than  a  part  of  a  fyfiem^  and  that  the  fortrefs  of  Oczakow 
were  to  be  traced  from  the  canal  at   Amfcerdam,  he  fhoulJ 
reprobate  it  in  the  ftrongeft  terms;  he  would  fairly  declare, 
however,   that  h<  did  not  believe  that  the  right  hmourahle 
gentleman  had  entertained  an  idea  of  any  fuch  fyftem  at  tlie 
time.     He  fufpedled  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
meafures  had  carried  him  much   farther  than  he  had  ever  in- 
tended to  go,  and  that  the  pretence  of  its  having  been  a  part 
of  a  predetermlnate  fyftem,  was  nothing  more  than  a  falvo  af- 
fum^d  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the  extraordinary  conduct 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     Mr.  Sheridan  here  de- 
fcanted  on  the  chance  of  our  next  year,   having  frcfli  prefs. 
warrants  iffued,  and  being  called  upon  to  arm,  in  confrquence 
of  our  having  formed  an  alliance  bet  v.  een. Poland  and  Piuflia. 
He  went  through  a  fummary  of  what  had  paflgd ^iij  |yl^e.^g|r[e 


i^o  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1791. 

rent  Courts  of  Stockholm  and  Madrid,  during  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  imputed  blame  to  him  on  the  events  of 
each.     He  alfo  faid,  that   among  other  evil  confequences  of 
the  pernicious  fyftem  arifing  out  of  the  treaty  with  PrusTia, 
it  h^-d  fattened  on  us  a  concern  with  the  Germanic  league,  and 
that  we  ihould  be  lugged  in  as  parties  to  the  meafure.     He  de- 
claimed again  ft  the  fydem,  and  faid,  let  us  call  it  any  thing 
but  a  fyftem  of  peace;  let  us  fay  it  is  a  fyftem  of  annbition, 
of  vain  glory,  to  fee  the  offspring  of  the  immortal  Chatham, 
intriguing  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  fetting  himfelf  up 
as  the  great  pofture  mafter  of  the  balance  of  power,  as  poflef- 
fmg  an  exclufive  right  to  be  the  umpire  of  all,  and  to  weigh 
out  in  patent  fcalesof  his  own,  the  quantity  of  dominion  that 
each  Power  fhall  poflefs.     Was  not  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  eftablifliing  a  princip'e  which  would  make  it  the  intc- 
reft  of  all  India  to  a6l  againft  usf  Was  he  not  attempting  to 
ftand  forward  as  fuch  a  peace  maker  as  the  peace  of  all  Eu- 
rope would  make  it  neceffary  to  exterminate?  Mr.  Sheridan 
.mentioned  the  condufl  of  Mr..  Elliot  in  Sweden,  and  having 
flated  what  ha:]  paffed  there,  he  referred  the  fioufe  to  the 
fpeeches  of  His  Majefty,  which  had  all  told  them,  that  our 
Court  had  continued  to  receive  the  ftrongeft  affurances  from 
foreign  Powers,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  our  tranquillity 
being  likely  to  be  difturbed;  and  he  defircd  them  to  compare 
what  had  hap|>ened  from  time  ro  time.     Wjtli  regard  to  the 
revolution  in  P  lance,  he  did  not  mfau  to  go  into  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  that  fubjeft ;  his  opinion  upon  it  remained  fixed,  and 
would  continue  the  fame;  but  there  was  one  point  which  all 
mankind  agreed  in  rejoicing  ar,  as  a  confequenceofthe  French 
levolution;  and  this  was,  that  flie  could  no  longer  go  about 
inti  iguing,  and  f^.  tting  the  reft  of  the  Courts  (f  Europe  at  en^ 
mity  with  each  other      Were  we,    he  .(ked,   wi  ling  to  take 
Up  the  little,  bufy,  tattling  fpirlt  of  intrigue,  that  woift  part 
of  the  chara6)er  of  FVance,  and  run  about  producing  fre'h 
wars  and  frefli  difturbances.     He  had  not  thought  that  any 
thing  could  have  inJuced  him  to  lament  the  lofs  of  French 
enmitv ;  bur  if  lucli  was  to  be  the  cafe,  he  fliould  do  fo  moft 
ferioufly.     He  Iiad  hoped  that  wliat  had  happened  in  France 
would  have  ferved  as  an  ufefui  leflbn,  and  that  we  flxoulJ  have 
had  leifureto  have  improved  by  ftudying  it, 

Mr.  Mr.  Ryder y  in   explanation,    ftated,  that   the  confidence 

Ryder,  which  he  contended  for,  as  abfolutely  and  indifpenfa^ly  re- 
quifite  to  I>e  granted  to  a  Minifter,  was  a  qonftitutional  con- 
fidence, to  enable  him  to  condu<5^  all  foreign  negociations 
of  peace  and  war ;  and  not  as  reprefented  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laTi. 

Mr.  Mr.  Dufidas  prDfefTed  himfelf  unwilling  to  trefpafs  on  the 

Dunda«.    timeof  ihc  Houfe;  but  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt) 

i^  having 
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having  been  called  upon  fo  loudly,  to  do  that  which  it  would 
be  criminal  in  him  to  accede  to,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  fay  ' 
a  few  words,  in  reply  to  the  vaft  variety  of  obfervationsmade 
by  the  laft  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  ci  the 
Houfe;  nor  was  he,  for  another  reafon,  defirous  of  entering 
into  a  debate  in  the  prefent  m  )ment,  becaufe  it  wouWhe  dan- 
gerous to  the  p^efent  negociation  to  divulge  the  fefefets  of  it, 
for  the  purpofe  of  gratifying  thofe  gentleman  wholiave  with 
much  zeal  and  earneftnefs  required  it,  and  with  im^h  labour 
endeavoured  to  juftify  their  requifition.  He  w««Vi\'.  deter- 
red by  ail  the  pomp  of  declamation,  or  powers  cf/cloquence, 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  difpfayed,  from 
fupporting  the  arguments  of  the  prefent  day  againft  the  un- 
juft  and  unconftitutional  demand  made  from  His  Majefty*s 
Miniflers,  at  a  time  when  privacy  was  moft  to  be  defired,  tor 
ihe  real  and  fubftantial  advantage  of  the  country.  He  there- 
fore felt  it  his  duty  not  to  depart  from  the  eilablifhed  rules 
aid  down  for  the  condu6l  of  Minifters,  on  firailar  occafions  ;  . 
"rem  rules  which  the  wifeft  Councils  had  never  deferted.— 
^hile  be  was  ready  to  allow  the  great  ability  and  powerful 
eloquence  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  could  not  help 
>biervtng,  that  it  was  fraught  with  the  moft  inflammatory 
leclamation  againft  the  condudt  of  men  to  whom  he  had  gi* 
ren  his  moft  unequivocal  approbation.  He  had  condemned 
he  confidence  given  Minifters,  on  the  prefent,  as  on  all 
ifnilar  occafions,  as  dangerous :  he  had  contended  that  the 
ligh  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  to  know  the  particulars  of  thi$ 
legociation,  were  wrefted  from  them.  He  had  afterted,  and 
t>old  aflertion  it  was,  that  no  one  circumftance  of  the  caufe 
if"  our  prefent  armament  had  been  communicated  to  the 
lotife  ;  and  all  fuch  aflertions  were  fupported  by  a  train  of 
he  moft  fallacious  arguments  ever  urged  in  that  Houfe* 
rhercfore,  if  the  Houfe  was  inclined,  inftead  of  moving  the 
irevious  queflion,  to  attend  to  a  dry  addrefs  to  their  under- 
tandings/  inftead  of  a  gilded  addrefs  to  their  paffions,  he  was 
orifident  he  ftiould  fatisfy  them  of  the  fallacy  of  thofe  afler- 
lons^  and  alfo  convince  them,  that  the  queftion  firft  move4 
rsLS  premature,  and  improper  to  be  brought  before  them, 
(tTm  Dundas  next  adverted  to  the  feveral  fpeeches  of  His  Ma- 
rfty,  mentioning  tbe  exifting  difturbances  between  the  Ot- 
>mins  and  Ruffians,  and  particularly  the  meflage  from  His 
4ajefty,  communicating,  that  thofe  difturbances  had  arifen 
>  ^o  alarming  an  height,  as  to  render  his  mediation  to  efieft 
peace  abfolutely  requifite,  and  to  which  mediation  the 
lonfe  had  acquiefced.  For  the  purpofe  of  giving  vigour  and 
JfkA  to  this  mediation,  the  Houfe  had  alfo  agreed,  as  would 
»pear  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  to  an  increafe  of  our  na- 
wl  forces  and  this  mediation  had  been  ftated  to  the  Houfe  as 
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hy  DO  ipeaos  fuccefsful,  Kut  had  led  to  a  negociation,  which 
the  oppofite  fule  of  theHoufe  had  called  upon  His  Majefty's 
Minillers  to  particularize  and  explain,  to  which  unreafonabJe 
and  unprecedented  re^uiiltion  a  refufal  had  been  given.  This 
refufal  was  now  attempted  to  be  called  novel  and  unconfti- 
tutional,  fubverfive  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  and  preg- 
nant with  the  moil  alarming  conlequences.     But    he  would 
a(k  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  an  acquiefcence  with  their 
demand  would  not   be   more  novel,  more  unconftitutioitali 
and  more  dangerous  ?  and  whether,  from  a  premature  difdo- 
fure  of  the  particulars  of  a  foreign  negociation,  evil  confe-  \ 
quences  wete  not  to  be  dreaded;  and  whether  it  would  not^ 
be  abfolutely  and  completely  rending  from  His  Majefty  the  ; 
prerogative   veiled  in  him  by   the  conftituuon,  of  msiking 
peace  and  war,  and  negociating  with  foreign  Powers,  indc- 1 
pendent  of  the  interference  of  Parliament  ?    To  thefe  qucf- 
tions  the  anfwer  was  evident,  and  every  gentleman  muft  j<mi 
him  in  the  affirmative.     Then,  if  this  were  granted,   whidi 
he  was  fure  it  muft,  he  would  afk,  if  it  was  an  abufe  of  rhe 
confidence  of  that  Houfe,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,! 
to  remain  filent,  and  let  thofe  untimely  and  premature  quef« 
tipns  remain    unanfwered  ?    No  !  for  it  muft  be  evident  to 
every  man,  that  by  a  promulgation  of  the  minutis  of  the 
prefent  negociation,  it  would  not  only  be  an  abufe  of  iht; 
confidence  of  the  Houfe,  by  betraying  thofe  fecrets  whidij 
M'mifters  were  bound  to  keep,  but  would  eSeSt  the  compklt' 
overthrow  of  the  negociation,  and  be  followed  up  by  a  fub-i 
verGon  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  cor-.fcquences  of 
which  would  be  unfathomable.     But  there  was  flitl  foniethici| 
more  extraordinary  in  this  demand,  and  more  dangerous,  a 
complied  with,  in  its  efFeds ;  for  Miniftcrs  were  not  callei 
upon  for  a  general  and  complete  ftatement  of  the  negociatiooi 
but  a  partial  communication  of  materials  was  required,  c$ 
which  the  Houfe  was  partially  to  decide.     Yet,  he    trufle^ 
that  it  required  not  from  him  a  fingle  argument,  to  prove tta 
danger  which  would  naturally  arife  from  acondu£l  fo  repleU 
With  every  thing  that  muft  inevitably  invert  all  order  in  ih 
prefent  and  in  future  negociations ;  for  this  was  not  a  qoei 
tion  of  w^ar,  upon  which  fucha  demand  would  be  juilly  madtfj 
but  this  was  a  queftion  of  negociation,  to  procure,  if  poifibiii 
on  honourable  and  equitable  terms,  a  cefiation  of  hoflilitie^ 
and  the  eftablifliment  of  tranquillity   in  Europe.     And  hel 
he  (hould  remark,  that,  as  a  queftion   of  negociation,  ad 
not  of  war,  as   it   had  been  tranfmit ted  by   the   honourabf 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  his  right  honourable  friend,  wM 
had  on   (everal   occafions,  with  great  credit   to  himfelf,  3*i 
fatisfaflion  to  his  country,  and  to  this  Houfe,  aftingon^ 
their  confidence,  proved  himfelf  highly  defer ving  it,  was,  a 
a  d 
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the  fcore  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  matter  of  right,  entitled  to 
confidence  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  afnd  not  only  a  conftitu-  , 
tional  confidence,  but  a  perfonal  confidence.  Mr«  Dundas 
next  adverted  to  the  feveral  extracts  read  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
in  fupport  of  his  aiTertion  of  the  right  the  Houfe  had  to  a 
communication  on  thefubjqA;  which  he  contended  were  no 
way  applicable,  but  related  only  to  inftances  where  war  was 
declared.  He  then  referred  to  the  obfervations  alfo  made  by 
Mn  bheridan  on  theSpani(h  acmament,  and  to  which  arma* 
ment  he  gave  his  hearty  aflent,  though  he  now  thought  pro- 
per to  arraign  his  right  honovrahle  friend ;  to  which  obfer- 
vations he  replied,  that  the  charge  of  criminality  againft  his 
right  honourable  friend  ought  to  have  been  coupled  with  a 
charge  againft  hiitlfelf,  for  a  change  of  opinion  on  that  fub* 
jeSty  which  was  now  brought  forward  with  the  moft  reviling 
and  intemperate  language,  without  any  analogy  to  the  pre- 
fent queftion,  or  with  a  fingle  argument  to  fupport  it.  He 
contended  ag^iinft  the  dangerous  eflfefts  of  divulging  the  par- 
ticulars of  a  n^'gociation,  which,  he  faid,  was  the  real  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houie,  and  not  a  queftion  of  war ;  and  he 
concluded  with  giving  his  ailent  to  che  motion  for  the  p]*e« 
vious  queftion. 

Mr.  Hatrifon  faid,  that  the  fyftem  alluded  to  fo  much,  ap-      ^"i 
peared  to  him  to  be  a  fyftem  of  deliifion,  and  that  it  threaten-  ***"^">°* 
ed  to  involve  os  in  all  the  cahimities  and  expences  of  a  Ger« 
man  war. 

The  Honfe  divided  on  the  previous  queftion ; 

Ayes,  that  Mr.  Grey's  motion  be  now  put,  172 
Noes  -     '  •  -        252 

Majority  for  the  previous  queftion      -       80 

When  thcHoule  wasrefumed,  Mr.  Grey  moved  bis  ftring 
of  refolutions  Csverally. 

Mr.  Fox  charged  the  Minifter  with  duplicity  and  decep-  Mr.  Fox. 
tion,  in  having,  in  the  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  ftated  that 
*  His  Majcfty  hod  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  amity  and  peace^ 
^hen  the  events  vhich  followed  proved  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  no  rude  words  ad-  Mr,  Pitt, 
drefled  to  him  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  ftioold  pre- 
vent him  from  calmly  declaring,  that  when  His  Majefty 
flated  to  the  Houfe,  in  his  fpeeches  from  the  throne,  that  he 
had  received  the  moft  amicable  afturances  of  their  good  will, 
fach  had  been  the  language  of  the  fevfral  Courts;  and  if  an^  . 
of  tliem  had  fioce  thought  proper  to  take  umbrage  at  any 
part  of  His  Majefty's  meafures,  that  did  not  afFe£t  the  vali- 
^  dity  of  the  aflertions  at  the  moment,  that  thefa£t  had  been 
communicated  by  His  Majefty  to  Parliament. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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The  following  is  a  Corred  Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  Grey's 

Motion. 


Bedford/htn. 
Earl  of  Upper  Offory, 
Hon,  St.  Andrew  St.  John* 
Bedford,  Tdwn  of^ 
Williatai  Colhoun, 
Samuel  Whitbread,  jun* 

Berk/hire. 
Winchcombe  Henry  Hartley. 

Abingdon. 
Edward  Loveden  Loveden. 
Chipping  fVyambe. 
Earl  of  Wycombe, 
Sir  John  Jervis,  K,  B. 
AyUjbur}. 
Gerrard  Lake. 

Marltxw* 

William  Lee  Antonie. 

fVindtfUir. 

John  Barker  Church. 

Che/hire. 

John  Crewe. 

Cornwall. 
Sir  William  Lemon,  Bart. 

Launceflon. 
Lt.  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.B* 

Bodmytt» 
Roger  Wilbraham, 
Sir  John  Morfliead,  Bart. 

Hel/ion. 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart« 

Canulford. 
James  Macpherion. 

St.  AftchaeL 
David  Howell. 

NiwporK 
Vifcount  Fielding, 
Charles  Rainsford. 

Cumberland^  County  of. 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  Bart.  . 

Carlijle. 
Wilfon  Braddyll, 
John  Chriftian  Curwen. 

Cockermouib0 
John  Anftruther* 


DerhyJhWe. 
Edward  Miller  Mundy. 
Derby  Toivn. 
Lord  Geoif^e  A.  H.  Cavendiih, 
Edward  Coke. 

Oakhampton. 
Lieut.  Colonel  St.  Legtr. 

7avi/iock» 
Right  hon.  Col.  Fitzpatriclu 
Lord  John  Ruflelt. 

Exeter. 
James  BuUer. 

Dorfetjhire. 
Francis  John  Browne. 
DoTchefter. 
Hon.  George  Darner. 
Bridport. 
Charles  Sturt. 

IVareham. 
Lord  Robert  Spencer. 
General  Richard  Smith. 

Poole. 
Michael  Angelo  Taylor. 
Durham  County. 
Ralph  Milbanke. 

Durham  Gty. 
John  Tempeft. 
\Vm.  Henry  Lambton. 

Beverlep 
John  Wharton. 

Knarejborwgh^' 
VifcouiTt  Doncannon. 
James  Hare. 

Malton* 
Rt.  hon.  Edmund  Bl^rke. 
WMam  Weddell. 

Rtcbmond* 
Earl  of  Inchiquin,  K.  P. 
Lawrence  Dundas. 
Riponm 
William  Laurence. 
Thirfie. 
Robert  Vyner. 
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Sir  W.  M.  Milncr,  Bart, 
Richard  S.  Milnes* 
Hyihf. 
WilliaiD  Evelyn. 

MaidftoKe. 
Clement  Taylor. 

Effexy  County  of. 
John  Bullock. 

Afaldin, 
CbarlesCallis  Weftem. 
Tewkejbury» 
James  Martin. 

Herefordjhirim 
Sir  Geoiige  Cornewall,  Bart. 

Hirefordy  City  of% 
John  Scudamore.  * 

James  Walwyn. 

iurtfordjhirf^ 
WilJiam  Plumer. 
William  Baker. 

Hertford  Toiwn^ 
Baron  DimfdaJe. 

Huniingdon/Urt. 
Earl  Ludlow. 

Huntingdon, 
Henry  Speed. 

John  Willet  Payne,  a  Captain  In 
the  Royal  navy. 

St.  Jiibans, 
'Hon.  Richard  Bingham. 

Rocbefter. 
George  Beft. 

Lancajhirey  County  $f. 
Thomas  Stanley,  coufin  to  the 
Earl  of  Derby. 

Lancajier. 
Sir  George  Warren,  K.  B, 

Prefton. 
The  right  hon.  John  Burgoyne,  a 
Lieutenant  General  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty*s  Forces,  and  Colonel  of 
the  4th  regiment  of  foot. 
Liverpool. 
Banaftre  Tarleton,  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  the  army, 
fngan. 
John  Cotes. 
Orlando  Bridgeman* 


Clitierouf. 
Sir  John  Aubrey,  Bart.  LL*  D. 

Newton. 
Thomas  Peter  Legh. 

Leicejiery  Town  of. 
Thomas  Boothby  Parkins,  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Parkins,  Bt. ' 
F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S. 
Lincoln/hire* 
Charles  Andcrfon  Pelham« 
Sir  John  Thorold,  Bart. 

Bofi^n. 
Sir  Peter  Burrell,  Bart. 
Great  Grimjby. 
John  Harrifon. 
Pudley  North. 

Middlefeif. 
George  Byng. 

fVeJiminfter. 
The  right  hon.  Charles  James  Fox. 

London. 
John  Sawbridge,  Alderman  of  this 
city,  and  Colonel  of  the  Kent 
militia. 

Norfolk^  County  of. 
Thomas  William  Coke. 
Kinfs  Lynn. 
Hon.  Horatio  Walpole,  eldeft  fon 
of  Lord  Walpplc. 

Tarmoutby  Norfolk. 
Right  hon.  Charles  Townfhend. 

TbetforJ. 
Jofeph  Randyll  Burch. 
Norwich. 
Rt.  hon.  William  Windham. 

Northamptonjhire^ 
Thomas  Powys. 

Northmfnptony  Town  of. 
Hon.  Fdward  Bouvene. 

Peterhoroughy  City  of. 
Hon.  Lionel  Darner,  youngeft  foB 

of  Lord  Milton. 
Richard  Ben  yon. 

Higham  Ferrers. 
John  Lee. 

Nortbumberlandy  County  of 
Sir  William  Middkton,  Bart. 
Charles  Grey. 
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KewcqfiU  upon  Tyne. 
Sir  Matthew  W.  Ridley,  Bt. 

Birwick  upon  Tweed, 
Hon.  John  Vaughan,  brother  to 
the  Earl  of  Lifburne,  a  Lieut. 
General)  Governor  of  Berwick'; 
and  Col.  of  the  46th  regiment 
of  foot. 

Nottingham/hire. 
Charles  Pierrepont. 

Nouini>ham» 
Daniel  Parker  Coke. 

Banbury* 
Lord  North,  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Guild  tord. 

Rutland/hire. 
Gerard  Noel  Edwards. 
Shrew/bury. 
William  Pulteney. 

Ludhw. 
LordXJlive. 

Bridgenorth. 
Thomas  Whitmore* 

fVenlock. 
Sir  Henry  Bridgeman,  Bart. 
Cecil  Forrefter. 

Bijhofs  Caftk. 
Wm,  Clive,  uncle  to  Lord  Clive. 

Bchefter. 
John  Harcourt. 
Samuel  Long. 

William  Powlett  Powlett. 

BriJloU 
Lord  Sheffield. 

ffincbefter. 
Henry  Penton,  Letter  Carrier  to 
his  Majefty. 

Portfmouth. 
Sir  Harry  Fetherftonhaugh,  Bart. 
Hon.  Thomas  Erfkine,  brother  to 
the  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  Attor- 
ney General  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Newportj  Hants. 
Vifcount  Palmerfton,  LL.D. 
Vifcount  Melbourne,  Gentleman 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Prince 
ofWales, 


Thrmoutb^  Hants. 

Jervoife  Clerk  Jervoife. 
ir  John  Fleming  Leicefter^  Bu 
iVhitchurcb 
Vifcount  Middleton. 

PetersjUld. 
Marquis  of  Titchfield,  eldeft  fon  of 

the  Ouke  of  Portland. 
William  Joliffe. 

Slockhridge. 
Major  John  Scott. 
John  Cator. 

•     Stafford. 
Richaird  Brinfley  Sheridan* 

Tamwortb. 
John  Courtenay. 

Litchfield. 
Thomas  Anfon. 

Suffolky  County  of. 
SirThomas  Charles  Bunbury,  Bait* 

Ip/ivich. 
Sir  John  Hadley  DHDylcy,  Bart. 

Dunwich. 
Jofhua  Vanneck. 

Orford. 
Vifcount  Beauchamp,    eldeft  f<Hi 

of  the  Earl  of  Hertford. 
Hon.  William  Seymour  Cobway* 

jildborougby  Sujfolk. 
Lord  Grey,    Son  of  the  Earl  of 

Stamford. 
Hon.    Thomas   Grenville,     next 
Brother  to  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham* 

Sudbury. 
John  Cox  Hippifley,  LL^D.  Re- 
corder of  this  Borough. 
Thos.  Champ.  Crefpigny,  LL.  D« 

5^  Edmund's  Bury. 
Sir  Charles  Davers,  Bart. 
Surrey f  County  of. 
Lord  William  Ruflel. 

Gatton* 
William  Currie. 
John  Ncfbit. 

B/etchingley, 
Philip  Francis. 
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Ryegate.  Cardlgi 

Hon*  John  Summers  Cocks^  eldeft   Joha  Cambell 


fon  of  Lord  Summers. 
Sujfexj  Omnty  of. 
Rt.  hon.  1  homas  Pelharn,  eldeft 
fon  of  Lord  Pelham. 
HQfJham. 
Timothy  Shelley. 

Midhurft. 
Hon.  Percy  Charles  Windham. 
Hon.  Charles  Wm.  Windham. 

Stiyningy  Suffex* 
James  Martin  Lloyd. 
jtrundeh 
Henry  Howard. 

Lewis. 
Thomas  Kemp. 

fFa9Wtc\fl}ire* 
Sir  George  Auguft.  Wm.  Shuck- 
bargh,  Bart.  F.  R.  S, 
Hew  Sarum. 
William  Hufley. 

Chippenham. 
James  Dawkins. 

fFootion  Baffet. 
Vifcount  Downe. 

fVoreefterJbire. 
Hon.  Edward  Foley. 

Droitwich. 
Hon*  Andrew  Foley. 
Evejham. 
Thomas  Thompfon. 

Sandwich. 
*  Sir  Horace  Mann,  Bart. 

Ddver* 
John  Trevannion. 


Carmaribenm 
J.  G.  Philips. 

Denbighjh're. 
Robert Walkin  Wynne. 

Flint/hire. 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  Bart. 
Montgomery/hire. 
William  Owen. 

Montgomery,  Town  of. 
Whitched  K^eene,  brother-in  law 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth^ 
Pembrokrfhire. 
Lord  Mil  ford. 

Pembroke^  Town  of 
Hugh  Barlow. 

Caithnefjhire. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 
Renfrew/hire^ 
John  Shaw  Stuart. 

Stirling/hire. 
Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  Bart,  brother 
inlaw  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 
Judburgh^  Haddington  tsfc. 
Hon.  Thomas  Maitland,  Brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
Peebles,  Lanercky  t^c. 
William  Grieve. 

Dumfries^  Sanquhar,  &!r. 
Patrick  Miller,  jun. 

|i,'^J:^CIairKrlkine,BwlT,Uer, 
William  Adam,  J 


The  following  Jdembers  paired  pfl 

John  Webb  with  the  Marquis  of  Blandford. 

The  Earl  of  Lifburne  with  Philip  Metcalf, 

Richard  Beckford  with  Thomas  Gilbert. 

Haas  Sloan  with  Nathaniel  Dance. 

The  Earl  of  Burford  with  William  Wilberforce. 

Sir  William  Codrington  with  John  Fownes  Luttrell. 
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Wednefdajy  \7fh  Jpril^ 
No  material  debate  occurred. 

ThurfJayy   \^h  April. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  from  the  Sele£l  Committee,  who  were 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
the  honourable  Cropley  Afliley  ;  and  aifo,  the  petition  of  the 
feveral  perfons  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  on  be- 
half of  themfelves  and  others,  eledlors  of  the  borough  of 
Dorchefter,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  feverally  complaining 
of  an  undue  eledtion  and  return  for  the  faid  borough^  informed 
the  Houfe, 

That)  purfnant  to  the  lad  determination  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  right  of  elefting  Burgefles  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  tlie  borough  of  Dorchefter,  in  the  county  ot  Dor- 
fet,  is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough,  payiog  to 
church  and  poor,  in  refpeft  of  their  perfonal  eftates;  andia 
fuch  perfons  as  pay  to  church  and  poor,  in  refpe£l  of  their 
real  eftates,  within  the  faid  borough,  though  not  inbabitanti 
or  occupiers,  and  although  their  names  do  not  appear  upon 
the  poor's  rate ; 

That  the  honourable  George  Damer  is  not  duly  elected  a 
Burgefs  to  ferve  tn  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Dorchefter,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet ; 

That  the  honourable  Cropley  Aflileyy  the  petitioner,  ought 
to  have  been  returned  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough  of  Dorchefter; 

And  that  the  faid  honourable  Cropley  Aftiley  is  duly  eled- 
ed  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  (aid 
borough  of  Dorchefter. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday^   l^th  ApriU 

Mr.  Thomas  Mafter,  from  the  Seleft  Committee^  whe 
were  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition 
of  John  Drummond,  and  Robert  Drummond,  Efquires ;  and 
alfo  the  petition  of  the  feveral  perfons  whofe  names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  being  legal  eleflors  of  Members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Ludgerftiall,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  feverally  complaining  of  an  undue  tleSion  and  return 
for  the  faid  borough,  informed  the  Houfe, 

That,  purfuant  to  the  laft  determination  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  rie;ht  of  voting  for  Members  of  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Ludgerftiall,  is  in  fuch  perfons  who  havt 
any  eftate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold,  or  leafehold,  deter- 
minable upon  life  or  lives^  within  the  borough^  not  confinfd 

to 
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to  entire  ancient  houfes^or  the  entire  fcites  of  ancient  houleiy 
within  the  boroQgh ; 

Thar  George  Auguftus  Selwyn,  Efq*  deceafed,  was  dulf 
ele£le4  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Ludgerihail,  in  the  county  of  Wilts ; 

And  that  the  honourable  William  Harhoard  is  duly  ele£)ed 
a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid  ho»- 
rough  of  Ludgerfhall. 

Mr.  Baker  obferved,  that  as  the  queftion,  whetlier  it  was  Mr.Bakvr 
politic  or  ill  judged  to  turn  our  arms  againft  Ruflia,  haid 
undergone  an  ample  InveAigation,  on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
it  remained  for  him  only  to  preis  the  points  of  the  former 
motions,  and  colleifi  the  fcattered  parts  of  the  argument  into 
one  general  view,  in  order  to  vindicate  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe,  and  eftablifli  their  right  of  inquiry  into  all  objects  for 
which  a  fupply  might  be  required.  This  right  of  inquiry,  as 
conne<Sledwi til  their  power  t>f  granting  fupplies,  it  became 
incumbent  upon  them,  from  their  duty  to  their  conftituents, 
to  watch  with  a  jealous  eye,  ar.d  in  no  inAance  in  which  this 
was  concerned,  to  allow  their  attention  to  be  remitted,  or 
their  vigilance  to  be  lulled  afleep.  In  the  circumdances  of 
the  prefent  occafion,  there  was  nothing  perhaps  to  excite 
jealoufy  :  a  mediation  was  going  on;  an  armament  was  re- 
quired; in  all  this  there  was  nothing  extraordinary,  if  we  had 
been  informed  what  was  the  objeA  fought  by  the  mediation, 
and  what  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  propofed  that  the  ar- 
mament ihould  be  direfted.  It  was  not  the  circumdances 
taken  by  themfelves,  but  the  condu6l  which  Minifters  chofe 
to  adopt  on  the  occafion,  that  afforded  groud  of  alarm  and 
jealoufy.  All  the  information  to  be  procured,  was  what  had 
been  given  in  the  meiTage.  The  addrefs  was  merely  its  echo. 
Two  objefis  were  there  ftated,  for  which  an  addition  to  the 
naval  force  was  deemed  neceflary,  in  order  to  promote  the  in- 
tereilsof  thiscountry,  and  eftablKh,  upon  a  permanent  foot- 
ing, the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  The  mediation,  it 
might  be  fuppofed,  was  conducted  with  the  fame  view,  and 
in  conjun<Slion  with  other  allies.  But  it  certainly  took  away 
much  from  its  authority  as  a  mediation,  that  it  had  not  been 
aiked,  but  offered ;  we  had  not  been  folicited  to  employ  our 
arbitration;  we  had  chofen  to  interpofe  our  interference. 
The  treaties  which  we  had  formed  with  thofe  allies,  with 
whom  we  were  concerned  in  this  mediation,  were  merely  de^ 
feniive.  Its  obje^  might  be  fuppofed  to  bring  about  a  peace 
between  Rui&aand  the  Porte;  an  obje£l  which,  as  it  did  not 
affed  the  interefts  of  this  country,  might  not  be  conceived 
to  require^  on  our  part,  any  a£tive  or  immediate  interpo{i« 
fiion«  He  might  almoft  content  bimfclf  with  renewing  the 
I  motion^ 
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'  fliotimis  which  had  been  made  by  his  hcmcmrable  friend  daring 
the  former  debate,  as  the  arguments  by  which  they  had  been 
fiipported  remained  yet  an  refuted,  and  thofe  who  hadchofen 
to  oppofe  them,  were  either  not  willing  or  unable  to  ftate 
any  folid  grounds  of  objeS ion.  But  as  reprefenutives,  w)]o 
had  fo  recently  come  from  the  people,  and  were  entmfted 
with  the  charge  of  expreffing  their  Cbntimeots,  it  became  theia 
fully  to  difcufs  all  meafures  of  executive  pawer,  and  parti*« 
cularly  to  enquire  into  thofe  which  might  tend  to  inFoIve 
their  confticuents  in  any  additional  burden  andexpence.  At 
the  period  of  the  convention  with  Spain^  we  were  not  ap- 
prifed  of  any  negociation  pending,  which  was  at  all  likely  to 
Cfndanger  the  tranquillity*  of  the  country*  No  information 
had  yet  been  given  of  the  objefl  t^f  the  armament>  or  the  par- 
ticular interefts  of  the  country,  which  it  was  intended  to 
promote.  Few  arguments  had  been  advanced  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  get  rid  of  the  plea  in  fupport  of  the 
motions.  It  had  been  contended  that  the  prefent  condud  of 
Mlnifters  was  in  conformity  to  the  coiirfe  of  former  proceed- 
ings, and  that  fupplies  had  frequently  been  granted,  without 
any  information  or  the  obje£^  in  view,  or  the  purpofes  to 
which  they  were  applied.  This  could  only  be  anfwered  by 
denying  the  fa(^.  It  was  not  true  that  iupplies  had  been 
granted  without  information ;  on  every  demand  of  fupply, 
information  had  been  given,  in  many  cafes  fpecifically,  but 
in  all  fubftantially.  The  prefent  cafe  wasentirely  new  and  un- 
exampled ;  and  it  became  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  to 
Qppofe  a  condufl  fo  novel  and  unprecedented,  which  feemed 
to  lead  to  a  meafure  fo  univerfally  difclaimed,  and  loitdly  re- 
probated, as  a  war  with  Ruflia.  The  Public  had  now  begun 
to  think  ferioufly ;  their  fituation  was  very  diflereht  from 
what  it  had  been  in  a  former  Parliament,  when  he  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  a  motion  ;  then  their  numbers  were  every  day 
diminishing,  but  even  then  they  had  flood  firm  in  fupport  of 
a  great  and  conflitutional  point.  Now  their  numbers  were 
increafing,  and  would  increafe ;  motions  would  be  brought 
forward  in  different  fhapes,  till  Minillers  became  forced  to 
abandon  a  fyftem  fo  odious  in  itfelf,  and  pregnant  in  its  coa- 
fequences  with  mifchief  to  the  country,  by  difcovering  that 
their  majority  was  converted  into  a  minority*  In  conclufion, 
Mr  Baker  moved, 

"  That  it  is  at  all  times  the  right  and  duty  of  this  Houi^ 
*f  before  they  confent  to  lay  any  burdens  on  their  confii- 
•*  tuents,  to  enquire  into  the  juftice  and  necefCty  of  the  ob- 
^'  je(fls,  in  the  profecution  of  which  fuch  burdens  are  to  be 
*^  incurred." 

"  That  no  information  has  been  given  to  this  Houfe^  which 
^\  can  fatisfy  us  that  the  expences  to  be  incurred  by  the  pre- 
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*«  fent  armament  areneceflary  to  fupportthe  intereft  ofthefe 

"  kingdoms,  or  will  contribute  to  the  great  and  important 

"  objed  of  reftoring  the  tranquillity  oT  Europe  on  a  fecure  , 

**  and  lafting  foundation.'*  ' 

Mr.  5/.  yoZ;«  obferved,  that   he  could   not  avoid  availing      Mr. 
himfelf,    while  he  fecpnded  the    motion  of  his   honourable  St.  John. 
friend,  of  the  opportunity   which  prefented  itfelf  for  proteft- 
ing  againil  the  confequ<^nces  of  the  country  being  involved  in 
an  unneceffary  and  unjuft  war;  and  againil  the  doflrine  laid 
down  of  implicit  confidence,  and  the  pofition  with  which  it 
liad  been  accompanied,  that  it  was  even  criminal  in  the  Houfe 
to  oppofe  it.     Had  this  dodlrine  fallen  from  only  one  Mem- 
ber, he  fliould  haveconfidered  it  as  a  matter  of  ferious  alarm 
and  jealoufy  to  the  Houfe;  but  when  it  had  been   taken  up, 
when  it  had  been  avpwed,  and  repeated  by  feveral  perfons  in 
office,  he  confidered  it  as  their  duty  to   vindicate  their  own 
privileges,  and  aflert. their  right  of  inquiry,  in   difpofing  of 
the  money  cf  their  conftituents.     In  fupport  of  the  pradlice 
of  demanding  fupplies  without  information,  it  had  been  dat- 
ed, that  fuch  had  been  the  uniform  courfe  of  proceeding  — 
Precedents  had  been  attempted  to  be  brought ;  but  inftead  of 
being  particularly  enumerated,  they  had   only   been   loofely 
mentioned.     Thefe  precedents  were  drawn  from  the  reigns 
of  George  I.  and  George  II.,  but  as  a  proof  of  the  nature  of 
the  blind  confi'^ence  which  thofe  gentlernen    recommended, 
gentlemen  would  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the  precedents  at  thofe 
periods  went  dtred^ly  to  overturn  their  own  argument.  Here 
Mr.  St.  John  quoted   feveral  precedents  from  the  reign  of 
George  I.  to  prove  that  that  Monarch,  in  his  demand  of 
fuprlies,  had  always  informed  the  Houfe  of  the  bbjeft  to 
wfiich  it  was  propofed  to  apply  them  ;  and  in  order  that  their 
means  cf  information  might  be  more  complete,  had  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  letters  of  the  Minifters 
abroad,  and  likewife  of  treati6&;  and   this   had  happened  in 
the  cafe  of  thofe  very  precedents  on  which  the  moft  ftrefs  had 
been  placed.     Thp  meffage  fjmply  ftated  the  want  of  fuccefs 
of  His  Majefty's  mediation,  and  demajjded  an  addition  to  the 
naval  force.     In  any  demand  which  involved  a  grant  of  fup- 
plies,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the 
occaHon  which    rendered  thefe  fupplies   neceflary,  and  the 
porpofes  to  which  they  were  meant  to  be  applied,  as   it  be- 
came the  duty  of  Minifters  to  afford  the  neceflary  informa- 
tion-     No  intimation  had  before  been  given  of  any  probabi- 
lity of  an    interruption  to  tranquillity.     Even   the  perfons 
pigainft  whom  the  force  was  to  be  dire<£led  were  not  ftated.    If 
it  was  our  real  intereft  to  join  with  the  Turks  againft  Ruffia, 
it  muft  appear  rather  ftrange,  that  the  late  King  of  Pruffia 
))ad  paid  the  Kmprefs  of  Ruffia  a  filbiidy,  in  order  to  check 
Vol..  XXIX.  Y  (tWoalp 
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the  progrefs  of  the  Turks,  and  that  (he  was  then  mod| 
nearer  Conftantinople  than  {he  is  at  prefent,  without  exdtii^ 
any  jealoufy  on  our  part.  Minivers  appeared  to  have  pluoM 
themfelves  upon  the  economy  6f  difarming ;  but,  from  tba 
neceifity  of  preparing  a  frefli  armament,  this  economy  maH 
now  turn  to  fmall  account.  1  he  hardihip  of  prefSng  witl| 
which  it  was  attended,  had  become  an  evil  feriouily  .to  h 
regretted.  The  derangement  of  the  En^prefs  of  Ruffia'f 
finances,  might  incline  us  to  l'>elieve  that  Ihe  would  not  Im 
long  able  to  hold  out;  but  would  not  the  information  of  fome 
recent  circumftances  in  this  country,  induce  her,  with  equal 
reafon,  to  form  the  fame  conclufioii  with  refped  tq  us  ?  Mfi 
St.  John,  alluding  to  the  fcheme  of  appropriating  the  uiH 
claimed  Bank  dividends,  quoted  the  lines  of  a  poet,  addrefli^ 
to  Charles  II.  on  a  fimilar  meafure  : 

f*  Robbing  the  Bank,  in  thee,  was  only  great, 
f<  But,  in  fome  people,  it  had  been  a  cheat." 

Specioufly  had  it  been  contended,  that  we  fliould  gain  a  fuf^^ 
ficient  atonement  for  the  facrifice  of  our  trade  with  Rufha,by 
a  new  commercial  intercourfe  with  Poland.  But  even  fup- 
pofing  this  Intercourfe  to  be  as  extenfive  as  was  afferted,  yet 
as  it  muft  be  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  other  hands^ 
it  would  necefiarilv  be  produdtive  of  lefs  advantage.  Nor« 
was  it  perhaps  a  fafe  principle  in  commerce,  to  facrifice  the 
certainty  of  an  eftablifhed  trade  to  the  mere  probability  of  a 
trade  in  fpeculation. 
Mr,  Mr.    Cock^  congratulated    the  Houfe  on    the  oppofition 

Cocki.     which  a  large  minority  had  given  to  a  meafure  brought  forr 
ward  entirely  without  ground,  and  without  reafon.      He  was  i 
convinced,  that  while  the  lois  and  expence  were  certain,  thoj 
advantages  were  merely  fpeculative,  nay,  wholly  chimerical.' 
They  depended  on  a  train  of  probabilities,  and  were  the  onci 
to  fail,    they  muft  all  be  deftrcyed.     The  progrefs  of  the  I 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the  probability  of  her  obtaining  pof- 
feflion  of  Conftantinople,  were  mentioned  as  objefls  of  alarm 
and  danger.     It  was,  perhaps,  difficult  to  perceive  what  we 
could  have  to  dread  on  this  quarter.     Pofleffed  already  of  an 
extent  of  territory  thinly  peopled,  little  was  to  be    appre- 
hended from  a  mere  extenfion  of  territorial  dominion.    If 
the  objedl  of  her  conquefts  was  the  improvement  of  com- 
merce, the  advantage  from   the  diftinguifhed  rank  which  it 
holds  in  every  fpecies  of  art  and  induftry,  muft  ultimately 
accrue  to  this  country.     To  Minifters  he  would  not  addrefs 
himfelf;  they  had  -already   formed   their  opinions,  and  to 
fpeak  to  them  he  knew  would  be  in  vain.     But  he  would  ad- 
drefs himfelf  to  the  country  gentlemen ;  he  would  intreat 
them  not  to'involve  the  country,  at  the  prefent  period^  when 
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tis  fo  diflrefied  in  its  refources,  in  a  war,  of  which  they 

ew  nothing.     The  refources,  of  which  the  country  might 

lill  be  capable,  he  knew  were  indeeJ  great;  hut  he  intreated 

khem  not  to  lavifh  thofe  refources  unworthily,  or  leave  their 

oflerity  10  feel  the  confequences  of  their  prelent  mifcondudV. 

Ic  might  be  wrong,  but  difintereAed,  and  free  from  awy  in- 

Raence;  he  had  formed  his  opinion  frpm  the  moft  attentive 

Juid  deliberate  confideration,  and  if  on  fuch  a  rubjedl  it  was 

111  founded,  he  mufl  difclaim  all  pretentions  to  common  fenfe. 

i€  confidered  the  conAitution,  nay,  the  very  exigence  of 

Ihe  troontry,  as  interefted  in   the  iffue  of  this  queftion.     It 

ras  to  decide  what  were  the   privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and 

irhat  the   confidence  due  to  Minifters.     If  tlicre  was  any 

'  principle,  which  had  been  iidopled  in  a  lat»  revolution, 

Ibr  which  was  deferving  to  become  an  univerfal  regulation,  it 

[was,  that  war  ihould  not  be  made  from  any  motive,  except 

for  felf-defence.     He  hoped  that  it    was   not  hazarding  too 

Imuch,   to  aflert  that  this  was  not  an  age  when  Minifters,  or 

tKings*  favourites,  or   Kings*  miftreiTej,  or  the  miftrefles  of 

VMiniflers,  (nobody  would  fuppofe  that  he   intended  any  im- 

Qtation  on   the   right  honourable  gentleman   on   the  other 

dc)  could  make  a  war  merely  for  their  own  will  and  plea- 

iTare.     Thdt  age   was  now  paft,  and   he  trufted   that  this  . 

Ilcountry  would  never  engage  in  a  war,  from  blind  confidence 

I  in  a  Minifier,  without  either  an  inquiry  into  its  objedV,  or  a 

difcuiion  of  its  confequences^ 

Mn  Peie  Cureu;  having  premifed  that  he  meant  to  move  Mr.  R.JP.. 
the  previous  queftion,  as  the  motions  now  made  ftated  the  Carew. 
fame  propofal,  as  thofe  which  liad  been  brought  forward  in 
khe  lad  debate,  only  cxprefled  in  a  different  form,  added,  that 
it  was  mentioned  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  that  ncgociations 
were  going  on  to  provide  for  the  complete  eftabliftiment  of 
tranquillity  in  Europe.  But,  in  cohfequence  of  the  afpeft  of 
affairs,  a  part  of  the  armament  had  been  retained,  fo  that  thus 
the  preparations  of  the  prefent  crifis  were  in  fome  degree  an- 
ticipateid.  In  a  defenfive  alliance,  the  intereA  of  the  parties 
was,  in  his  opinion,  clofely  connefVed  even  in  thofe  refpe£ls 
which  were  hot  expreflly  Aipulated  by  treaty. 

Mr.  Elliot  cohtended,  that  at  a  crifis  like  the  prefent,  in-  Mr* 
quiry  was  to  ht  poAponied,  till  it  Could  be  gratified  with  Klliot. 
more  propriety.  Some  fupplies  had  already  previoufly  been 
granted  for  an  armament.  The  total  ignorance  in  which  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  profefled  thetnfelves  to  be  with  re- 
gard to  the  prefent  bufinefs,  ought  to  have  convinced  them 
that  the  period  of  difcuffioh  was  not  come ;  and  that  more  in* 
formation  was  neceflary,  before  they  could  be  qualified  to 
make  it  the  fobjedt  of  debate*  On  this  account,  he  would 
iiBcoBd  the  motion  for  the  previous  queAion. .  It  appeared  to  | 
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be  the  bbjeft  of  the  motions,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.     Td 
this  point,  tlioFe  who  had  moved  and  feconded  them  feemed  to 
have  dire6tcd  their  arguments.     But  if  there  was  any  branch 
of  authority  peculiarly  vefted  in  the  prerogative,  it  was  that 
of  mak  ng  wai:  and  p^ace.     Before  they  had  come  forward 
with  their  inquiries,  ihey   fl^.ould  have  been  convinced,  that 
thofe  inquiiies  wereabrdutely  neceflary.    By  not  moving  for 
the  documents  of  the  negociation,  they  had  indicated  a  fenfe, 
that  this  was  not  yet  the  lime  to  be  fatisfied  with  regard  to  the 
very  circumftancts  which  formed  theohje£ls  of  their  inquiry^ 
The  only  document  to  which  they  could  have  recourfe,   was 
theRuflian   Memorial,  which,  as  from  evident  motives,  it 
would  not  fail  to  reprelent  the  bufinefs  in  the  moft  favourable 
point  of  view   for  one  fide,  could  riot  be  produced  as  an  evi- 
dence, hor  depended  upon  as  an  authority* 
Mr,  An.        y{x.  Jiiftruther  remarked,  that  the  obje^  of  this  motion 
ftruthcr.    did  not  at  all  aflVft  the  prerogative.     It  was  a  11  range  reafon 
which  had  been  afligned  wliy  they  (hould  grant  fupplies,  be- 
caufe  to  make  war  is  tl^e  prerogative  of  the  Crown.     The  ve- 
ry converfe  of  the  propciiticn  prevailed  ;  it  Was,  becaufe  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  make  war,  that  we  ate  not 
to  grant  fupplies.     It  was  to  operato^as  a  check  on  that  pre- 
rogative, that  the  power  of  granting  fupplies  was  placed  in 
our  hands.     He  would   grant,  indeed,  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  they  were  perfeflly  ignorant  of  every  circum- 
ibance  which  had  influenced  the  conduft  of  Minifters  on  tha 
prefent  cccnrion.     But  he  was  far  from  deeming  this  igno- 
rance an  argument  for  a  partial  confidence,  till  Miniliers 
fliould  cluife  to  afford  the  means  of  information.     For  his 
part,  he  had  no  conception  of  degrees  of  confidence  ;  he  ei- 
'      •     thef  gave  lus  confideixe  iit^plicitly,  or  not  at  all.     But,  be- 
fore any  Minifter  fhotild  obtain  his  confidence,  he  mnft  firft 
flate  upon  what  grounds  it  is  required,  and  how  it  can  be 
.     given  conflitlitionally.     And  he  mufl  be  a  petfon  to  whom 
that  cop.ftdence  can  be  cohimitted  with  fecurity.     A  degree 
of  confidence  was  noW  required,  which  had  never  been  claim- 
ed en  any  foimer  occafion      A  motion  of  cenfure  is  propofed* 
'J'l.e  Minifter  does  not  come  forward  to  give  a  vote  in  favouf 
of  his  own   meafures;   he   flirinks   from  that  approbation, 
which  is  only  to  be  purchaftd  by  previous  inquiry;  he  \t 
afliamed   of  himfelf,  and  afraid  of  the  confequences  of  htS 
conduct ;  ^e  dares  not  even  fanflion  himfelf  with  his  own 
voice.     He  declines  to  meet  the  motion,   which  he   fhould 
have  challenged,  and  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  dlfcuffion  which 
Ue  found  himfelf  unable  to  fupporr,  moved  the  previous  quef- 
-   tion.     The  fecrefy,  which  was  necef&ry  to  be  obferved  dur- 
ing a  pending  negotiation^  had  been  repeatedly  urged  by  th^ 
advocates  of  confidence.    The  fecrcts  of  a  pending  negociation 

were 
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yrere  not  now  alkecl  to  be  difcovered.     It  was  only  wifhed  to 
I  be  afcertained  what  they  were  ngocialing  about;  what  was 
the  objeft  of  the  negociation,  not  what  were  the  means  by 
which  that  obje<E^   was  purfued.     With  regard  to  ineins,  it 
was  always  neceflary  to  employ  confidence.     All  that  was 
iiow  required  to  be  known  was  whether  it  was  an  r  hjtr6^  which 
was  really  entitled  to  a  Sacrifice  of  blood  anrl  trealure.     A 
vague  idea  had  been  thrown  out  of  danger  from  the  North. 
But  why  was  it  not  ftated  what  the  danger  was,  from  what 
^Quarter,  or  in  what  mode  it  was  to  be  apprehended?  I'hus  v/e 
fliould  be  enabled  to  afcertain  how  far  it  was  formidable,  what 
Were  the  beft  means  of  guarding  againft  it,  and  with  what  re- 
ibcrces  M in ifters  fliould  be  furniflied  in  order  to  aveit  it. — ^ 
•*riie  demands  of  Ruflia  in  the  negociation  had  not  been  ftated, 
fothat  we  did  not  know  how  far  thefe  might  be  moderate  and 
pacific.     The  Minifter  had  in  his  difpute  with  Spain  purfued 
a  different  line  of  condudJ.     He  had  firft  ftated  the  injury^ 
and  llienthe  claims   which  had    been  formed.     Why  then 
Vere  not  the  claims  of  RulTia  ftated  upon  the  prefent  occafion? 
'Whatever  was  the  refult,  whether  peace  or  war,  we  fliould 
\SoA  it   difficult  to  extricate  oUrfelves  with   credit  and  lafety 
,£rom  the  fyflcm,  in  which  we  were  at  prefent  engaged.     The 
Ijn-inciple  on  which  we  feemed  to  have  proceeded  was  to  pre* 
fcrvc  every  thing  in  Europe  on  its  prefent  footing.     The  of- 
fence which  we  had  given  and  the  difgufts  which  we  had 
created,  by  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  and  by  our  con- 
fequent  condud,  had  injured  our  interefts  much  more  at  all 
the  courts  of  Europe  than  they  could  poflibly  be  benefited  by 
any  advantage  which  we  could  reap  from  the  progrefs  of  our 
irms,  or  the  influence  of  our  negociations.     It  had  been  al- 
ledged,  that  confidence  wds  due  to  the  Minifler,  on  account 
of  having  been  fo  fuccefsful.  His  Majcfty,  in  a  fortner  Speech, 
bad  informed  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  his  wifh  to  prevent  the 
cxtenCon  ofhoftilities  abroad,  but  at   the  fame  time  he  af- 
fored  thero,  that    this   country  had  nothing  to  dread  from 
that  quarter.     He  afterwards  informed  them,  that  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  objefl  of  preventing  the  extenfion  of  hoftilities. 
^Strange  it  was,  th^it  at  a  time  when  Turkey  was  attacked  by 
I  Germany,    furrounded  by  RufBa,  at  a  time  when  Belgrade 
I  and  Bender  were  taken,  there  fhoufd,  then,  have  been  heard 
f  no  word  of  aflifting  the  Turks  againft  thefe  powerful  combined 
f  foes,  of  fupporting  them  under  fuch  circumftances  of  exigency 
!  and  diftrefs.     During  thefe  two  years,  in   which   we  have 
j  been  receiving  afTurances  from  His  Majefty  of  the  pacific  af- 
i  pedt  of  our  aflPairs  abroad,  Oczakow  has  been  in  the  hands 
*>f  the  RdfSans.      But  themofl  rertiarkable  circumftance  is, 
ttiat  His  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  upon  the  diflTolution  of  laft  Par-r 
liaiDcnt,  did  not  mention  a  word  about  the  ftate  of  affairs  jju^t^ 


i66  i^  A  R  L 1  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y  A.  1791. 

Europe.  He  recolle<Sled  an  indance  of  a  fimilar  litte  of  con» 
dudl:  to  that  which  the  Minifler  had  adopted  ni  this  country 
having  been  purfued  in  Spain.  The  Spaniih  Minifter  in 
J  734  had  chofen  to  find  a  pretext  for  a  qtiarrel  with  the  EiB- 
peror  of  Ciermany,  onaccount  othis  prrponderance  in  Poland! 
a  circuinllance,  which  is  always  at  hand  to  juftify  any  dif- 
pure.  Other  Powers  had,  for  two  years,  been  pahlifliing 
manifeflos,  during  whicli  the  King  of  Spain  remained  Aient. 
His  MinKier,  in  order  to'  account  for  this  filence,  faid,  that 
it  (poke  his  indignation  hs  pointedly  as  the  moft  violent  mani- 
feflos.  Upon  tl^e  fame  principle  the  IVIinifter  would  juftify 
the  filence  of  His  Majeily,  and,  doubt lefs,  he  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  been  indignant,  (0  far  as  filence  is  the  teft  of  indig- 
nation^  The  riianifefto  of  the  Spanilh  Minifter,  notwiih*' 
ftanding  the  ingenuity  of  the  reafoning,  was  treated  witif 
contempt  by  this  Houfe,  as  the  meilage  ot  our  Miniftei' 
would  be  by  all  the  other  cotirts  of  Europe.  The  demand  of 
confidence  might  appear  ratlier  flrange,  when  the  ncceflity 
of  that  confidence  had  arifen  from  the  praflice  of  a  fyftem  of 
deception  upon  the  belligerent  l^owers,  who,  if  he  had  fooner 
declared  iiis  intentions,  might  have  avoided  part  of  the  vaft 
cfFufion  of  blood  which  had  been  expemlcd  for  the  two  laft 
yeiirs*  Ifanycondiidl  merited  at  once  the  appellation  of  weak 
and  wicked,  it  was  the  condu<3  of  the  Minifter.  It  waf 
equally  deceitful  and  fraudulent  to  this  country,  and  to  th6 
belligerent  Powers.  Although  we  were  not  adtuaJly  at  war,  j 
Vet  the  nation  was  burdened  with  the  expence  of  an  armed  ne-  | 
gociation.  A  diftitiflion  w»as  made  between  the  power  of  i 
the  fwofd  and  the  purfe;  yet  that  diftirnEiion  was  but  erf"  little 
value,  if  the  ftririgs  of  the  purfe  were  put  mto  the  hands  of  , 
thofe  who  held  the  fword.  1  he  honiouraWe  gentleman  wlia 
moved  the  prefent  queftion  had  adv^ced,  that  in  a  defenCv^ 
treaty,  there  fubfifted  between  the  prti-s  a  connexion  cf 
intfreft  beyond  what  was  exprefsly  ftipulated  in  the  treaty* 
Nothing  could  be  more  pernicious  than  fuch  a  doflrinc;  it  \ 
was  carrying  that  fort  of  treaty* beyond  whatever  had  been  ! 
undefftood  or  explained ;  it  was  fading  into  engagements^ 
the  extent  of  which  could  never  be  known  or  afcertained:  it 
was  rendering  the  refoufces  of  this  country  fubfervient  to  rhtf 
neceflities  of  Pruflia:  it  was,  in  faft,  leaving  the  difpofaiof. 
our  blood  and  treafiire  to  the  Court  of  Berlin,  and  rendering^ 
truflia  a  part  of  Kngland. 
'Mf'  Mr<  Afarti/7  oh  ferved  that,  in  fpite  of  the  arguments  which 

Martin,  hjid  been  advanced  for  the  purpofe  of  proving  how  very  much 
preparing  for  war>  and  ccming  to  a£iual  hoftilitie?,  differed 
from  each  other,  he  fhoald  ftill  continoe  to  retain  his  opt- 
nion,  that  an  armament  which  fecmed  to  lead  to  a  war,  was 
a  fubjeit-of  fuch  importance  tp  the  country^  that  fomereaibft 
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and  caufe  ought  to  be  given  before  Minifters  called  upon  th^t 
Houfe  for  a  vote  of  confidence  or  approbation ;  while  nego- 
ciation  was  going  on>  he  had  no  ohjediion  to  confidence ; 
but  when  the  money  of  their  conflituents  was  alked,  it  was 
fconftitutional  and  proper  to  k^o^y  upon  wliat  grounds  it  was 
tp  be  given.  In  the  former  debate,  it  had  been  faid,  that 
the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  counfellors  of 
phe  Crown  ;  but  if  the  prefent  fyftem  of  unlimited  and  blind 
ponfidence  was  to  be  liilened  to,  in  what  manner  was  it,  qn- 
lefs  it  was  meant  to  confine  them  entirely  to  turnpike  and 
jcanal  bills,  that  they  could  puiTibly  give  any  counfel  or  ad-  t 

vice  ? 

Mr.  ^wi^  remarked,  that  gentlemen  had  argued  as  if  we     M,, 
were  at  war,  and  as  if  Miniftt^rs  demanded  our  concurrence;   Yorke. 
whereas  ihe  fad  wa«,  that  the  King's  meiTageonly  afked  an 
additional  naval  eilablilhment,  in  order  to  ftrcngthen  a  nego* 
piation  which  was  began.     S(>me  had  thought  that  pn  arme4 
ficgociation  was  the  fame  as  a  war;  but  he  differed  from  this 
idea,  becaufe  ihat  depended  much  upon  the  fituatton  of  other 
Powers;  and  he  contended,  that  it  might  be  necefTary  for 
Great  Kritain  to  negociate  with  the  fword  at   her  fide.     He  , 
allowed  that  peace  was  defirable,  bvjt  this  circumilance  by  no 
means  precluded  the  necefTity  of  war  upon  fome  occafions. 
Various  caules  had  been  given,  aij'J  revenge  amnngfl  others, 
hut  he  denied  that  to  be  any  part  of  the  fyftem  of  the  prefent 
Adminiflratioq.     However,  he  ^ould  not  avoid  fiating,  that 
RufEa,  in  politics,  had    been,  for  a  very  conGderahle  time, 
inimical  to  Great  Britain.     An  idea  feemed  to  jirevail  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  foreign  alliances  were  altogether 
improper.     Now;  he    would  alk  gentlemen,  whether,  feri- 
pufly,  they  meant  to  affert  that  we  ought  to  form  no  foreign 
alliances  r  Witli  regard  to  our  connedtion  with  Pruflia,  ho 
would  likewife  afk,  whether  that  country  did  not  aiTiit  us  to 
prevent  Holland  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Frnch  } 
an  J  whether  we  did  not  then  confider  the  defeat  of  the  French 
cabals  and  the  patriots  at  that  time  as  a  matter  of  vrry  effon- 
tial  impor(a'nce  tons?     An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
in  ridicule,  in  a  former  debate,  that  Oczakow  feemed  to  be 
the  key  to  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  he  would  now 
date,  that  whatever  Oczakow  might  be,  it  certainly  was  of 
injporlance  that  one  fide  of  the  banks  of  tlie  Neifter  fliould 
be  in  the  poATeflion  of  the  Turkifh  empire.     With  the  con- 
du.^^  of  Minifters  he  was  perfedly  fati&fied,  and  he  knew  of 
nothing  whicli  could  induce  him  to  wilh  that  they  had  afted 
otherwife  than  they  had  done;  and  a  majority  of  the  Houfe 
having  fo  oftjcn  fanflioned  ihcir  meafures,  he  certainly  Ihould 
ftill  give  them  his  confidence  and  his  vote.     He  warned  gen- 
tlemen againft  expreiUng  themfelyes  fo  freely^  if  they  really 

meant  r 
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meant  well  to  the  country;  becaufe  whatever  might  be  thought 
by  any  individual  here,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  inform 
our  enemies  abroad,  that  the  co^mtry  refufed  their  confidence 
to  Minifters,  or  to  infinuatethat  they  were  weak  and  wicked. 
At  prefent,  probabilities  were  greatly  in  favour  of  the  pend- 
ing negociations  terminating  fortunately  in  favour  of  this 
counrry  ;  neither  did -he  perceive  how  their  progrefs  could  be 
dang^roufly  ohftruf^ed,  except  by  too  unguarded,  and,  cer- 
tainly, groundlefs,  cenfures  againit  the  proceedings  of  Admi- 
niflratiun. 
Lord  Lord  Fielding  believed   that  there  never  was  an  Adnoini- 

Fielding,  ftration  who,  if  all  their  meafures  were  confidered,  bad  fa 
little  title  to  confidence  as  the  prefent,  who,  upon  all  impor- 
lint  occafion?,  had  witliholden  from  the  Houfe,  and  the 
country,  every  point  which  could  explain  their  meafures,  or 
fatisfy  the  people.  In  November  laft  they  had  demanded  that 
an  augmentation  of  ten  Tail  of  the  line  Ihould  be  made  to  the 
ordinary  peace  cllablifliment,  without  ftating  any  caufe;  and 
fince  that  time,  they  bad  made  an  addition  of  fix  fail  of  the 
line,  without  giving  any  one  reafon  for  their  condufl. 
Sir  Jamci  Sir  7.  St.  Clair  Erjkine  obferved,  that  nothing  could  be 
St.  CUir  more  unconflitutional  and  alarming,  than  tlie  cftablldxed  po- 
Erflune,  fjtion  of  Minifters  and  their  friends,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  no  right. whatever  to  know  the  grounds  upon  which 
an  armaiuent  was  to  be  prepared,  and  additional  burdens  laid 
upon  the  people  to  defray  the  expence  of  ir.  Before  any 
gentleman  could  vote  away  the  mojiey  of  his  conftituents, 
upon  confidence  in  Miniflers,  and  fuch  vague  reafoning  as 
they  had  fr6m  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,"  they  mult  give 
up  every  duty  to  their  conftituents,  or  inclination  to  attend 
to  their  interefts.  A  very  nice  di(lIn6lion  was  attempted  to 
b::  dratvn  by  feme  gentlemen  between  an  armed  negociation 
and  a  war ;  for  his  part,  he  confidered  an  armament  like  the 
pre  font  much  more  likely  to  produce  war  than  peace  ;  but 
they  had  gone  farther,  and  faid,  that  the  fide  of  the  Houfe 
on  which  he  ftood  wiflied  to  infringe  upon  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  becaufe  they  called  for  explanation,  pending  a 
negociation ;  now  he  contended,  that  it  was  not  only  right, 
but  perfeflly  confiftent  and  conftitutional,  for  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  know  what  occafioned  this  armed  negociation* 
before  they  agreed  to  fupport  its  confequences ;  and  if  this 
were  denied  I  hem,  and  implicit  confide  ice  in  Minifters  in- 
filled upon,  he  mud  think  that  all  duty  to  conftituents  was 
overlooked,  and  nothing  remained  of  the  privileges  which 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  always  boafted  that  they  poflefled, 
by  never  voting  away  the  money  of  the  people,  without  a 
good  and  folid  reafon  why,  but  an  empty  name;  and  not  th« 
leaftfliadow  of  cither  right,  privilege,  power,  or  authority 

3  remained* 
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remained.  The  friends  of  Adminiftration  claimed  confidence    « 
for  an  armament,  and  if  they  obtained  that,  certainly  thoie 
who  encouraged  them  to  arm  could  not  oppofe  their  going 
to  war;  and  by  thefe  means,  the  Houfe,  without  any  infor- 
mation whatever,  was  to  be  duped^  &tA  to  fupport  an  armed 
negociation ;  next,  moil  probably,  a  war ;  and  then  bound 
to  defray   the  expences  with  their  conftituenls*  money,  all 
upon  implicit  confidence,  and  becaufe  afking  for  expIaaation> 
during  a  negociation,  was  thought  by  Miniilers   to  he  in* 
fringing  on  the  Royal  prerogative.     As  to  foreign  alliances 
In  general,  nothing  h^d  been  faid  againft  them  on  that  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  but  that  the  pre  priety  or  impropriety  of  con- 
tra£ling,  depended  entirely  upon  their  nature  and  extent,  and 
a  great  difference  lay  between  treaties  formed  on  fchemes  of 
fpeculation  and  rafli  ambition,  and  thofe  entered  into  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  or  its  allies,  and  other  purpofes  that 
may  promote  its  interefts  and  profperity.     If  it  were  poffible 
that  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle* 
man  who  fpoke  lately,  and  all  others  on  that  fide  of  the  ' 
Houfe,  could  have  any  effe£l,  there  was  an  end  to  all  the  ' 
beA  principles  of  the  confiitution,  and  a  total  defertion  of 
«very  true  andhoneft  argument  which  had  ever  been  ufed  in 
defence  or  fupport  of  that  conf^itution,  which  our  anceftors 
and,  he  yet  irufted,  we  gloried  in  poflefling.     The  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  thought  that  the  King  of  Eng- 
land fliould  always  negociate  with  the  fword  at  his  fide.— ^ 
Whether  tliis  was  the  moll  moderate,  plaufible,  and  leail 
hurdeiifome  way   of  feeuiing  peace  to  tiie  nation,  he  would 
leave  10  the  Hruft?  to  determine.     But,  the  meaning  of  all  the 
argum*?nts  ufed  hv  tfie  Miniller's  friends  on  this  point,  feemed 
to  he,  in  th^  firit  pla(;e,  a  blind  and  implicit  confidence ;  in 
the  next,  an  idea  tha^t  we  ought  to  follow  Minifters  in  all 
their  wild  profpefts,  whatever  they  might  be ;   and  laftly, 
that  we  are  to  be  arbiters  to  all  Europe,  and  didate  to  eveiy 
nation  our  own  terms.     If  (uch  was  the  idea  of  negociating^ 
with  a  view  to  preferve  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  he 
hoped   that    the   Houfe    would  refolve  to  abandon    it    at 
once,    and  ad  more  rationally  and  more  conftitutionally. 
The  Houfe  had  been  told,  what  he  thought  was  ftill  a  greater 
and  more  important  breach  of  their  privileges,  that   with- 
holding the  fupplies  to  carry  on  an  armed  negociation,  though 
no  grciunds  were  ilated  to  eilablifli  the  necclfity  of  it,  was  in- 
fringing upon  the  prt* rogajive  of  the  Crown.     In  this  mode 
of  argumg,  he  afTerted,   that  all  the  privileges  and  authority 
of  Parliament  were  demanded  to  be  facrificed  to  the  Crown^ 
and  by  preventing  them  from  interfering  when  they  had  the 

G»wer  to  do  it,  any  attempt  afterwards  muft  be  unfuccefsfuL 
e  compared  the  fituation  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Vol..  XXIX.  Z  was 
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was  placed  to  the  Lion  in  the  fable*  who  having  paid  his  ad* 
drefles  to  a  yoang  woman,  her  father  advifed  him  to   havo 
bis  teeth  drawn  and  his  nails  paired,  that  he  might  be  the 
tnore  acceptable  to  his  favourite;  the  h'on   confented,  and 
having  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  found  himfelf  incapable  . 
to  obtain  the  objeft  of  his  wiOies,  becaufe  he  was  deprived  of 
all  power  to  bring  the  father  to  confent.     As  to  precedents, 
.  none  had  been,  or  could  be  mentioned,  which  were  applicable 
.  to  th9  prefent  qweflion.     Since  the  acceffion  of  the  Brunfwick 
Family  to  the  Throne,  there  never  was  an^nftance  of  any 
armament  which  concerned  the  Britiih  intcrefts,  or  any  fop- 
ply  to  defray  the  expence  of  arming  being  afked,  without 
prevroufly  communicating  to  Parliament  the  (Saufes  for  it ; 
iund  alt  mef&ges  from  the  Crown  upon  fuch  occadons,  bad 
ftated  fpeclficujiy   the  gronftds  upon  which  :lppIication  was 
made  to  the  Parliament.     He  approved  of  defenfive  alliances^ 
without  admitting  that  by  entering  into  a  defenfive  alliance, 
we  were  boufid  to  interfere  iti  all  the  quarrels  of  our  allies.  It 
was  ndfolecifm  in  politics  to  advance,  that  our  entering  into 
defenfive  alliances  with  every  ftate  in  the  world,  could  not  be 
produftive  of  any  harm.     He  could  not  conceive,  except  we 
had  abfolutely  made  an  ofFenfive  treaty  with  Praffia,  that 
there  exifted  any  right  to  call  upon  us  now  to  go  to  war  x^ith 
Ruflia ;  but,  according  to  the  do£lrine  of  confidence,  whatever 
the  treaty  wafs,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  neither  to  read 
it  nor  underftand  it,  but  muft  take  it  upon  the  word  of  the 
Minifter,  that  there  was  a  treaty  out  of  which  a  fyftena  arofe, 
which  obliged  us  to  fupport  Pruffla,  to  prevent  the  aggran- 
dizement of  Ruffia,     He  confidered  Oczakow  as  only  aimall 
indemnification  to  ftuflia  for  the  blood  and  treafure  which  (he 
had  loft  in  a  tedious  and  expenfive  war,  and  thought  the  it* 
mand,  on  our  part,  that  (he  (honld  relinquilh  th^t  ttonquefc 
as  unreafonable  as  unjuft,  efpecially   when  all  the  world  be- 
lieved, that  the  war  between  Ruflia  and  the  Porte  was  infli^ 
gated  entirely  by  us  and  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He  then  adverted 
to  the  growing  profperity  $f  France,  and  the  commercial  be- 
nefits that  other  countries  would  gain,  when  we  were  deprived 
of  the  Ruffian  trade,  and  he  did  not  altogether  fubmit  to  the 
argument,  that  we  were  to  be  equally  well  fupplied  with  naval 
ftores  from   Poland,  by  commanding  the  navigation  of  the 
Neifler.     Our  Ruflian  trade  he  confidered  as  of  great  con- 
fequence,  and  putting  600  Ihips,  and  their  crews,  out  of  em- 
ployment, was  an  objeft  worthy  of  ferious  attention ;  the 
conduft  of  Ruflia,  and   her  demands,  as  far  as  they  were 
known,  feemed  to  be  <}i<3ated  by  unexampled  moderation, 
while  ours  exhibited  direflly  the  reverfe;  and  he  maftinfift 
that  the  barriers  of  the  conftitution  were  broken  down,  and 

this  country  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  wheta  tVffJ 
1  .-       .      -    ^^^ 
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were  told  that  it  did  not  become  the  Houfeof  Commons  t0 
sippoint  a  Committee  ^o  examine  the  finances  of  the  country* 
or  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  condud  of  a  weak  or  wicked 
Adminiflration>  left  other  countries  fhould  know  that  weak- 
nefs,  ihd  take  advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  'James  Murray  difagreed  with  thoie  who  argued  againft  Mr. James 
foreign  alliances.  He  was  doubtful  whether  an  alliance  with  Murrajjp 
Poland  might  not  be  as  beneficial  to  this  country,  as  an  al- 
liance with  RuiSa.  He  faid  that  Oczakow  commanded  the 
navigation  of  the  Dnieper,  being  only  two  miles  diftant, 
though  it  had  been  otherwife  ftated  by  fome  gentlemen  ;  h^ 
feemed  to  think  that  the  queftion  was  argued  as  if  Poland 
was  in  the  pofleffion  cf  Ruffia,  which  was  not  the  cafe;  and 
he  next  ftated  fome  particulars  relative  to  the  partition 
treaty  fettled  at  the  well-known  interview  between  the  late 
Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia. 

The  Earl  of  fVycombe  deprecated  the  war  which  was  likely  Earl  of 
to  take  place  againft  RufCa,  as  well  as  the  myfierious  and  Wycombe 
contemptuous  filence  which  the  Minifter  fcreened  himfelf 
under,  and  the  unwarrantable  evafion  of  every  kind  of  ex- 
planation upon  a  fubj(r£l  of  fo  great  magnitude.  The  opi- 
nion which  he  exprefied  was  not  merely  his  own ;  for  he 
would  aflfert  and  maintain,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Miuifter's 
condii£t,  and  the  unhappy  ftate  of  the  nation  without  doors, 
was  precifely  the  fame*  While  we  pretended  to  be  fo  anx- 
ious concerning  the  babnce  of  power,  and  were  taking  fuch 
extraordinary  fteps  to  preferve  it,  it  would  not  be  amifs  were 
we  topay  fome  attention  to  our  commercial  interefts  at  home, 
left  for  one  article,  during  our  illrconduded  and  madly  ex-  \ 
travagant  armed  negociation,  we  ftiould  fee  the  Ruffian  trade 
carried  on  in  American  bottoms,  and  fliips  of  other  nations, 
while  ours,  which  brought  in  a  very  large  revenue  to  the 
country,  and  was  a  good  nurfery  fo^*  fean^en,  were  entirely 
unemployed. 

Mr.  i:  A  Grant  contended,  that  the  me^fures  of  Admini-  Mr.  L,  A. 
ftratidn,  fo  far  from  being,  as  wasgroundleflly  and  injurioufly  Grant.     . 
infinuated,  either  weak  or  wicked,  were  upright  and  fuccefs- 
fill ;  and  ihat,  furely,  the  good  opinion  of  the  ountry,  which 
had  attended  them,  entitled  them  to  the  fuileft  confidence, 
which,  he  hoped,  they  would  have;  and  if  a  wjr  fhould  He 
the  co'ifequence  of  thf  prefent  negociation,  which  feemed  to 
be  what  gentlemen  rn  the  other  Me  moft  drejiied,  he  avow- 
ed that  it  was  not  ocrafoned  by  the  conduif^  of  Adminifl ra- 
tion, but  by  ♦he  oppofiti*^n  which  had  been  made  upon  this 
occ  *fion;  and  the  pref^^nt  morion  he  conlulered  in  no  o  her 
light  than  tend'ng  to  impede  and  embarn^fs  the  ni-'fui*:;.-'  of 
Government,  vuhout  any  folid  ot  fubftantial  groui'd  '      that 
oppoiition.    tie  was  not,  perhaps,  entitled  to  argue  from 

2    a  Digitized  by  Ljgjfjgle 


\f%  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1791. 

his  own  experience,  but  the  condud  of  Adminiftration,  ten 
or  twelve  years  ago,  was  fuch  as,  he  hoped,  no  future  Admw 
niftration  would  ever  adopt.     It  was  then  the  pra&ice  for 
Minillers  to  come  to  Parliament  on  the  beginning  of  every 
important  tranfadlion,  and  get  their  fan<9;ion  to  proceed  in  it, 
fo  that  they  not  only  fliifted  the  refponfibility  from  thdr 
own  ihoi^lders,  but  whatever  might  be  the  confequence  of 
their  meafures,  they  brought  in  the  fanflion  of  Parliament 
as  acceiTary  to  their  mifcondu£l,  arguing  that,  they  aiked  far    I 
advice,  and  had   received  it*     He  difapproved  much  of  that   I 
oppofition  which  gave  improper  information  and  advantagci   ! 
to  our  enemies,  and  contrafted  former  Adminiftrations  widi    ' 
the  prefenty    which   had  his  hearty  fupport.     He  dtfliked 
coming  forward  with  general  principles  upon  any  particular 
queftion,  and  he  believed  that  they  were  introduced   for  the 
purpofeofdifplaying  oratory,  more  than  convincing  by  ar- 
gument.    With  regard  to  the  armament,  th^yh4d_only  to 
confider  whether  the  exifting  circumflances  warranted  it  or  [ 
not ;  and   unlefs  gentlemen  were  previoully  determined  to  ' 
oppofe  whatever  the  Minifter  did,  he  thought  the  prefumpti^  j 
opinion  was,  that  he,  having  the   heft  knowledge  of  thd(  j 
circumftances,  had  afled  right,  and  was  entitled  to  the  coo^  i 
fldence  of  the  Houfe  and  the  country.     He  would  confider 
the  queftion  in  three  diftind^  points— -juftice,  expediency,  and  ! 
policy,  upon  all  of  which,  if  it  were  not  trefpaffing  on  the  ! 
patience  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  fay   a  few  words,   and  to  ^ 
free  his  obfervations  from  all  heterogeneous  matter,  when  he  [ 
came  to  confider  the  juftice  of  the  war,  he  {bould  he  ohliged 
to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  hiftory  of   Roffia 
for  fome  time  back,  and  he  could  prove,  that  in  the  war  be- 
tween her  and  the  Porte,  (lie  was  the  aggreffon     From  the 
arguments  of  fome  gentlemen,  there  Teemed  to  be  a  poHttcal  > 
partiality  for  RuflTia,  which  he  did  not  think  fhe  merited^  J 
and  here  he  introduced  the  armed  neutrality,  the  attack  up<yi  j 
the  Turks,  and  other  matters  relative  to  thq  conduct  of  Ruf- 
fia.     He  afcribed  the  origin  of  the  prefcnt  war  between  RuSa 
and  the  Porte,  to   the   interview  between  the  late  £mperor 
^nd  the  Emprefs,  which  was  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of'  di- 
viding Turkey  between  them.     He  contended,  that    Raffia 
had  often  broken  the  treaties  we  had  made  with  her,   and  in- 
ftanced  that  of  1766,  which  gave  a  preference  to  our  woollen 
roanufadures  over  thofe  of  Silefia.     This  flie  had  difregardcd 
and  broken ;  ^nd  (he  had  been  guijty  of  fimilar  violattoos 
of  all  treaties  which  related  to  our  trade,  by  favouring  other 
countries,  in  defiance  of  treaties  which  (he  had  entered  into 
with  us.     Mr,  Grant  went  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  trade  ; 
between  Ruffia  and  Great  Britain,  ftating,  as  he  proceeded,  ' 
its  advantages  and  difad vantages  to  this  country,  and  deducing 
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from  it  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  juftice  of  the  war.  He 
then  came  to  the  expediency.  Oczakow^  he  thpught^  ihould 
not  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  RulEa :  he  confidered,  that 
the  aggrandifement  of  Ruffia^  to  fuch  an  extent  as  might 
deftroy  the  Ottoman  empire,  was  highly  dangerous  to  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  and  he  believed  that  the  trade 
with  Turkey  might  be  fo  improved,  as  to  become  of  greater 
confequence  than  that  witti  Ruflia  now  was,  however  highly 
gentlemen  might  value  it;  and  the  trade  which  was  now  di- 
Fided  between  two  countries,  might  be  carried  on  by  one. 
He  averred,  that  the  oppofition  now  made  to  the  meafures 
of  Government,  would,  in  the  refulc,  tend  to  eflabliih  a 
monopoly  againil  us  of  all  thole  articles  which  we  had  fuch 
ioi mediate  occafion  for. 

Mr.  fVindhom  declared,  that  it  excited  his  aftonifhment  Mr. 
that  the  MiniAer,  who  had  been  fo  repeatedly  called  upon,  Wiadhaiv 
fhould  not  have  thought  proper  to  rife  and  ilate  to  the  Houfe 
how  this  war  came  to  be  either  neceflary  or  expedient.  Cer- 
tainly, the  Koufe  of  Commons  had  a  right  to  call  for  ex* 
planation  before  they  expofed  their  countiy  to  the  ruinous 
calamities  of  war.  What  principally  made  him  rife  now, 
was  the  extravagant  and  extraordinary  d^flrine  which  the 
Minifler^s  friends  wifhed  to  prel's  upon  the  country;  they 
had  before  goi^  a  great  length  upon  ponfidence,  but  now, 
their  arguments  went  to  depi  ive  the  Houfe  entirely  of  their 
deliherative  capacity  upon  matters  of  the  moft  important 
magnitude  to  the  jfiter^A^  of  ^he  nation.  In  fhort,  their  fy* 
ftem  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  bold  and  alarming  attempt  to 
annihilate  every  right  and  privilege  of  the  Houfe;  and  this 
fort  of  reafoning  thf  y  had  been  driven  to,  and  alTumed  indif- 
trefs  and  defpair,  when  all  their  other  fallacies  had  failed 
them,  and  in  lieu  of  thofe  monflrous  defences,  which  they  ' 

had  been  obliged  to  make  for  their  monftrous  condud.  The 
idea  of  prerogative  was  yery  high,  indeed,  with  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  declared  that  the  power  of  the  Commons 
to  ftop  the  fupplies  was  an  infringement  upon  the  King's  pre- 
rogative to  make  peace  and  war,  two  points  as  diftin<Sk  as  any 
two  could  he.  1  hey  were  two  difiiu£lly  different  powers 
vefled  in  two  diflin£lJy  different  bodies.  After  dwelling  upon 
this  part  of  his  argument,  Mr.  Windham  next  mentioned 
that  degree  of  confidence,  which  had  been  urged  with  fuch 
intemperate  ze.il  by  all  the  Minifter^s  frietid^,  confidence  in 
individuals  was  a  fubjeA  into  which  he  would  not  go;  but 
the  neceflary  confidence  in  the  executive  Government,  he 
was  as  much  a  friend  to  as  any  man ;  however,  he  could  not 
carry  that  confidence  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  the  country  ought 
to  proceed  to  war  upon  a  fec'ret  article  of  a  treaty,  which  no 
perfbn  knew  of  or  underflood^  except  the  Minifler  of  the 
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Crown*    The  Miniftei^s  friends  had  ventured  too  far  on  this 
point,  for,  they  had  been  obliged  to  deny  what  00  a  fomier 
night  they  had  laid  great  ftrefs  upon.  Their  fyftenis  of  alliance 
certainly  ought  to  be  looked  into,  that  we  might  know  whe- 
ther  any  thing  like  good.faith  was  part  of  it,  and  to  find  oat 
this,  he  would  go  to  the  inmoft  receifes  of  the  Cabinet.     As 
to  the  war,-  the  country  had  decided  againft  it  long  fince  :  it 
was  no  fudden  war,  for  it  had  already  lafted  more  than  three 
years,  and  certaiuly,  though  there  might  be  fome  who  feldoxn 
-  troubled  themfelves  with  looking  into  foreign  aflFairs,  it  wat 
our  bufinefs  to  underftand  it,  and  determine  what  connediioa 
it  had  with  the  Britifh  interests  long  ere  now.    He  remarked 
on  theeffe£k  which  the  arrogance  of  our  demands  was  Ikkdy 
to  produce  on  the  lofty  fpirit  of  the  Emprefs,  and  on  the 
plain  proofs  of  the  Minifter's  incapacity  to  manage  foreign 
alliances.     War  was  a  queflion  of  great  importance  to  the 
lives  of  thoufands,  and  no  man  or  member  of  an  aflembly, 
who  decided  on  it  raihiy,  could  think  himfelf  free  from  guilty 
The  general  fenfe  of  the  country  was  againft  this  war»  and 
the  manufacturers  in  many  places,    and  particularly    in   ihft 
city  of  Norwich,  were  much  alarmed,  left  the  profecutioa 
of  it  fhould  bring  irretrievable  ruin  down  upon  their  con- 
n()erce. 
Mr.  W,        Mr.  JV,  Grant  remarked,  that  the  conftitution  had  wifely 
6rjmT.       committed  all    negociations  with  foreign    powers    to    the 
Crown;  that  the  cafe  was'precifely  the. lame  with  refpeft  to 
an  armed  and  unarmed  negociation ;  and  that  if  the  Hocfa 
were  to  interfere  in  negociations  with  foreign  powers,  they 
ought  to  take  them  wholly  into  their  own   hands,  becaufe 
their  interference  would  render  them  impradticahle  by  th& 
Minifters  of  the  Crown.     The  neceffary  corvfequences  of  ne« 
gociatiohs  in  the  hands  of  numerous  bodies,  from  the  popular 
Ailemblies  of  Athens  to  the  Polifti  Diet,  ever  had  been,  andi 
ever  would  be,  thepublicationof  what  ought  to  remaiu  fecret^ 
int{igues,  difl%ntions,  cabals, ^nd  the  interpoGtion  of  foreign 
influence.     As  the  fun£lions  of  Government  were  now  ei-i 
ercifed  in  all  the  political  conteils  in  Parliament,  it  was  nevef 
once  imagined  that  any  foreign  influence  was  felt;  but  in  tbs 
reign  of  Charles  II.   when  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   from  a 
well-founded  jealoufy  of  the  Crown,  interfered  more  than  \\ 
ought  to  have  done,  in  negociations  with  foreign  powers,  fo 
reign  influence  prevailed  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  thi 
interference.     The  confidence  which  the  Houfe  was  call 
upon  to  give,  was  jiot  a  confidence  in  any  particular  per(< 
but  a  conflituttonal  confidence  in  the  Minifter.     It  had  l>eej 
jfeated,  that  when  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  votemoneyt 
the  hour  of  inquiry  commenced :  but  the  aflertion  was  not  ti 
either  in  principle  or  in  fad..   It  was  often  necefiary  lo  v 
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money  withoQt  a  particular  inquiry  into  the  circuiiiftances  oh 
Mich  the  vote  was  founded)  and>  before  the  recefs,  theHbufe 
had  aSually  voted  an  additional  number  of  feamen  to  the 
ordinary  peace  eilablifhment,  on  a  bare  declaration  that  the 
circumftances  of  Europe  made  it  neceilary,  and  without  in- 
quiry or  dtflent.  It  had  alfo  been  faid^  that  there  was  no 
jmlance  of  an  application  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Crown  for 
money,  without  an  explanation  of  the  purpofes  to  which  it 
Irasto be  applied.  There  was  at  leaft  one  inflance  in  i7i7f 
when  the  King  fent  a  meflage  to  Parliamenty  (lating>  in  ge^ 
Beral  terms,  that  he  was  carrying  on  negoclatlons,  and  1 
Ibpply  was  voted,  without  a  divifion,  to  enable  his  Majefty 
Id  give  efiedl  to  thofe  negociations.  It  was  not  likely  that 
lis  Majefty's  Miniftefs  were  ignorant  of  the  conftitution,  or 
that  a  family  but  recently  called  to  the  "throne,  would  at- 
tempt any  thing  contrary  to  the  ufual  praflice^ 
Mr.  Chancellor  P!tt  declared,  that  notwithftanding  the  Mr«  Pit!* 

,  many  calls  which  had  been  made  upon  him,  and  the  many 
hrfli  epithets  which  had  been  applied  to  his  filence,  his  fenfe 
of  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  jSovcreign  and  his  country^ 
(l^>uld  ftill  remain  the  rule  of  his  condu6t.  He  meant  to  en- 
ter into  no  details  of  the  pending  negociations,  into  no  ex- 
viattations  inconfiileift  with  his  official  duty,  but  to  ftate 
ibch  general  ccniiderations  as,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  guide 
the  conduA  of  the  Houfe.     No  man  who  did  not  beliete, 

.%faether  with  or  without  reafon,  that  he  was  capable  of' 

•  wilfully  deceiving  the.Houfe,  would  fufpeft  that  he  wiflied 
tokeep  back  any  information  which  it  was  proper  to  give, 
or  that  he  was  lefs  alive  than  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  confequences  which  the  decifion  of  peace  or  war  involved 

;  within  it.  There  was  nothing  in  the  fyftem  of  Government 
fince  he  had  been  honoured  with  a  place  in  his  Majefty^f 
councils,  which  did  not  fhew  that,  as  far' as  perfonal  coniide- 
lations  went>  he  had  as  much  to  lofe,  both  in  fame  and  cha- 
rider,  by  involving  the  country  unneceffarily  in  a  war,  and 
interrupting  its  growing  profperity ;  but  he  Ihould  ill  deferve 
the  fituation  which  he  held^  were  he  capable,  on  that  account, 
of  avoiding  to  look  fairly  at  the  general  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try with  refpcfl  to  foreign  powers,  and  confulting  his  pre- 
foit  eaie  and  convenience,  at  the  rifk.  of  great  danger  to  the 
nation  at  fome  future  period.     What  was  then  the'  nature  of 

•f  the  queftion,  and  what  the  circumftances  not  before  in  dif- 
cufEon?  Government  was  not  calling  on  the  Houfe  to  proceed 
or  follow  up  the  addrefs  on  his  Majefty's  Meflage  with  any 
farther  vote;  but  thofe  who  moved  and  fupported  the  Refo- 
lotjons,  were  calling  upon  them  to  retrafi  the  addrefs  which 
they  had  voted.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  they  ought  not 
to  tetizGt,  if  they  thought  that  they  had  &llen  into  an  error; 
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but  they  ought  to  do  it  with  fimpticity  and  candour;  which 
the  Refolutions,  if  voted,  would  not  do,  for  they  did  not 
refcind  the  addrefs*    They  only  fettered  the  executive  power 
in  a  particular  inflance,  by  declaring  a  general  portion;  and 
tb«y  did  that  obliquely,  and  by  halves,  which  ought  to  be 
done  fully  and  diredlly,  if  done  for  any  found  purpofe*     The 
firft  ground  of  argument  in  fupport  or  thefe  refolutions  wa% 
that  the  Houfe  inuft  not  pledge  their  conflituents  to  fopport 
a  wac  without  a  diftinft   view  of  the  caufe.     But,  was  the 
Addrefs    voted   without  any  explanation?   Certainly   not* 
His  Majefly's   MefTage  exprefsly  ftated,  that  an  armamenc 
was  necefl*ary  to  give  eflFeft  to  the.  negociations  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  for  laying  the  foundations  of  a  folid  and  laftiog 
peace,  and  to  have  dated  the  particulars  of  thofe  negociations 
would  have  l>een  to  defeat  them.     But  the  Houfe  was  not 
pledged  to  engage  in  a  war  without   farther  explanation^  as 
had  been  argued  oh  the  other  fide.     Had  it   been  (aid,  that 
the  negociations  have  failed,  and  his  Majefly^s  Mihifters  have 
advifed  a  dectafation  of  war  in  confidence  of  the  fopport  o£ 
the  Commons,  promifed  in  the  addrefs,  thofe  who  now  con- 
tended that  it  pledged  the  Houfe  to  war,  would  have  bees 
the  firfl  to  aiErm  that  it  did  not.     The  Houfe  would  give 
confidence  to  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  pending  the  nego- 
.ciations,  but  that  was   fuhflaniially  different  from  pledgii^ 
their  conflituents  to  fupport  a  war,  ihould  their  negociation 
prove  unfuccefsful.     In  a  negociation,  the  mofl  material  par* 
ticulars  could  not  be  flated;but»  the  caufe  of  war  wasde*' 
finite,  and  could  eafily  be  explained;  and  therefore  the  Houfe 
was  never  underftood  to  he  pledged  to  it  till  that  sxplanatioa 
was  given;  nor  were  the  fupplies  ever  called  for  without  it. 
MefTages  fimilarto  the  prefent,  demanding  fuppiiesto  ftrength* 
en  the  hands  of  the  King,  bad  often  been  fent.     If  the  ^roaod 
of  the  prefent  addition  to  the  naval  force  arofe  clearly  out  of 
the  treaty  of  alliance  with  Pruflia,  it  could  be  clearly  ani 
eafily  Hated ;   but  reafons  of  expediency  arifing  from  a  com* 
bination  of  various  views  and  circumftances,  which  he  for- 
merly explained  to  be  the  reafons,  could  not  be  flated  lately* 
The  Houfcj  on  the  confidence  repofed  in  Minifters,  had  dh' 
mitted  the  expediency  of  an  armament^  and  voted  an  addrefib 
but  whether  war  or  peace  fhouldbe  the  refult  of  that   amift- 
ment,  and  he  defired  to  he  underftood  as'giving  no  afluranCSi 
either  way,  they  were  not  pledge^  to  fupport  a  war;  they  balj 
not  given  up  their  judgement  on  the  cafe  when  it  came  fa^M^ 
them  ;they  might  withhold  the  fupplies,  and  call  the  Minlfiedi 
to  account  for  the  advice  they  had  given.^ .  Th^t,  whicbu^^pi 
a  fufficient  caufe  for  an  armament^  might  not  bQ.4.f^JKj|ttf ' 
caufe  for  a  war;  and  thofe  who  contended  that   fuppli^l 
an  armament  ought  not  to  b«  voted  without  a  particuTar 
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planatioD,  muft  give  up  the  principle  op  which  they  hdd  votect 
an  additional  number  of  Teamen;  and  the  principle  en  which 
a  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr<  Fox,  had  faid  when  an  ad- 
dition of  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Weft  Indies  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  if  the  addition  was  mednt  to  he  permanent,  he 
woaldoppofeir;  but  that  if  any  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
would  fay,  that  there  were  circumftanc^s  which  n>nde  it  ne- 
ceflary  for  a  year,  he  would  agree  to  it.  No  gentleman  on 
his  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  denied  the  right  of  refufnig  the  fup- 
plies;  but  argued  only,  that  tograntthem  without  explanation, 
was  in  the  difcretlon  of  the  Houfe.  If  gentlemen  meant  to 
contend  that  there  ought  never  to  be  an  armed  negociation 
WittH>ut  all  the  reafons  of  it  being  firft  fabmitted  to  tlie 
Hoofe^they  ought  to  (ay  fd  at  once;  the  negociation  would 
thcnr^  wholly  whh  the  H6ufe;  and  they  ought  to  call  for 
all  the  papers,  and  other  information,  relating  to  it,  inftead 
ti  patting  quefttons  to  men  in  office.  Of  this  gentlemen 
ittmed  to  be  aware,  and  therefore  they  difavowed  the  prin- 
ciple while  they  adopted  the  prafiice^  and  by  calling  on  the 
Hotife  toafiert  their  privileges,  wifhed  to  weaken  thofe  very 
]kri?i]eges,  and  injure  the  country  by  a  line  of  condu£^  which 
was  Tteither  conftitntional^  nor,  if  conflitutional,  confident. 
Were  thofe  the  friends  of  the  rights  of  the  Houfe  who  defired' 
tbem  to  retraA  what  they  had  done  mdire<^ly,  Without  avow- 

!  ing  their  error,  and  to  fay  that  the  country  fliould  give  up  all 
the  poffible  benefits  of  negociation,  without  examining  the 
papers  on  which  alone  a  Judgment  could  be  formed  of  its 
nature  and  refolt.  Admitting,  for  the  fake  of  argument^ 
that  the  depiands  ^  Ruffia  were  to  retain  Oczakow  and  the 
harrrn  country  between  the  Bog  and  the  Neifter,  which 
whether  they  were  or  not,  Minifters  could  not  ftate,  what 
fecQrity  could  any  of  thiofe  give  who  ftated   them  to  be  fo, 

f  that  if  we  were  to  difarm,  Ruffia  would  not  rife  in  her  de- 
mands? *<  Let  Rnflia  take  all  her  coffquefts,  let  her  puffi 
*  them  to  the  extremity,  and  drive  the  Tuiks  otit  of  Europe^ 
**  we  have  no  intereft  in  it."  To  thofe  who  could  maintain 
iiich  a  propofition,  he  would  not  argue.  By  our  defend ve 
fjftem,  we  were  bound,  not  by  any  ftipulation  of  treaty, 
rat  obvious  mtereft,  to  take  care  that  Pruf&a,  our  allvy 
ftould  not  be  rendered  infufficient,  by  the  aggrandizement 

j  of  any  other  power^  to  afford  us  that  aid  which  weexpefted; 
in  like  manner  was  Pruffia  bound  to  us,  and  accordingly^ 
Jbd  aflifted  us  in  1787,  in  wrefting  Holland  from  France. 
Our  joint  right  to  interfere  in  the  prefent,  or  any  other  in- 
laHice,  to  prevent  either  of  the  parties  from  being  rendered 
hfrfecure,  was  the  fame  which  juftified  the  interference  of  a 

.  Ingle  ftate.  and  which  warranted  our  interference  in  Holland. 

^  The  prioctple  was  therefore  juft,  whatever  might  be  the  po- 
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licy.  Concerning  tlie  policy,  it  was  impoffible  to  enter  into 
a  detail,  on  account  of  the  negociation.  But  if  Ruffia  were 
to  be  rendered  more  powerful,  and  the  Turks  more  weak,  fe 
that  the  former  would  be  in  lefs  danger  of  attack  than  berefx^  i 
fore,  then  would  PrufCa  become  lefs  fecure  againft  an  attack  | 
from  Ruffia,  and  confequently  lefs  able  to  contribute  to  the  ^ 
fecurity  of  the  allies.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  the  balance 
of  power,  they  did  not  attem|>t  to  fay  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  attended  to,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  in  abeyance  till,  by 
fome  fortunate  conjunflure,  it  was  put  under  the  dtre^toa 
of  their  own  great  talents.  In  the  debate  on  the  commercial 
treaty,  he  iecolle(5^ed  that  the  righ  honourable  gentlensatt 
(Mr«  Fox),  who  was  reprefented  by  his  friends  as  the  only 
hand  capable  of  poifing  it,  had  ftated  warmly,  as  an  objeAi«a 
to  that  treaty,  that  byl&naying  the  jealoufy  and  aninioitty 
which  had  fubfided  for  fo  many  years  between  our  merchants 
and  thofe  of  France,  we  ihould  be  daily  kfs  and  lefs  on  oaf 
guard  againA  the  defigns  of  that  intriguing  nation,  and  the 
balance  of  power  would  be  loft ;  and  now  attempts  were  made 
to  weaken  the  principle  which  then  was  thought  of  fo  moch 
importance.  It  was  true,  that  if  puAied  too  far,  it  might  ke 
dangerous.  It  was  alfo  true,  that  two  or  mote  powers  in 
dt^fenfive  alliance,  might  either  of  them  be  expofed  to  war, 
when  they  would  not  have  been  To  expofed,  had  no  fucb  zU 
lianceexi lied; but  it  was  equally  true,  and  that  was  the  prtn-> 
ciple  for  which  he  contended,  that  they  would  each  bemontf 
fecure,  and  each  lefs  expofed  to  wars  on  the  whole^  and  coo- 
fequently  incur  l^fs  ex  pence  of  blood  and  treafuf^in  defeAoe# 
-—It  was  argued  that  repeated  aflurances  had  been  given  to 
Parliament  from  the  throne,  after  the  places  in  difpute  wer€ 
taken  by  Ruffia,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  this  country  be- 
ing involved  tn  the  war^  The  only  itlference  from  this  was 
that  Minifters  did  not  then  fee  that  the  events  of  war  would 
ultimately  make  the  interpofltion  of  this  country  neceiTary; 
fior  could  it  be  contended,  that  becaufe  a  place  was  taken,  it 
iieceflarily  foUawed  that  no  fteps  (hould  be  purfued  during 
tl^  couifeofa  Waf,  to  compel  the  leftoration  of  thatplao% 
as  (he  price  of  peace. 
Hr.  F«x.  Mr.  fox  remarked,  that  (o  Idng  as  he  retained  a  r^ard  Ssfi 
the  confliti'tiun,  a  xealous  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  a  truefcnfe  of  his  doty  to  the  Moufe,  he(houl4 
rife  for  thepurpoCe  of  rufifting  fuch  Arangely  unwslrrantable 
dodrines  as  thofe  which  bad  been  advanced  on  a  qoeftfon  of 
the  higheft  political  and  conftttutional  importance,  involving 
,  ivo  lefs  than,  whether  this  was  a  mixed  Government,  or  whe* 
ther  the  whole  power  of  it  was  vefted  in  the  King.  If  it 
was  fuch  as  the  friends  of  tlie  Minifter  had  contended,  the 
Houfe  had  given  op  all  its  deliberative,  and  .referveidL  only  its, 
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inqoifitorial  power;   and  the  Meml>ert^  tnAead  of  meeting 
dsj  after  day,  had  mvch  better  appoint  one  day  in  the  year 
for  a  geoerai  inqoeft,  and  give  the  Minrifter  implicit  confi- 
dence for  the  reft.    They  had  been  aiked,  if  they  would  take 
the  whole  negociation  into  their  own  hands.     They  had  ne- 
ver pretended  that  they  would.  There  was  a  clear  diilindlion 
between  the  objeA  of  a  negociation,  and  the  means  employed 
to  obtain  it.     Of  the  former,  they  claimed   an  indifputable 
i%ht  to  judge,  and  the  latter  they  confided  to  the  executive 
power.     He  was  not  fond  of  ftating  general   propofitions, 
without  any  exception ;  but  he  could  hardly  conceive  a  cafe 
Ml  which  thie  King  might  arm  at  the  expence  of  the  people, 
without  informing  them  of  the  objedb.     In  the  cafe  of  Spain, 
which  was  an  armament  to  give  weight  to  negociation,  the 
objed  was  clearly  and  diftindly  ftated.     Here,  in  fpight  of 
iC9  general  notoriety,  is  was  ftudiouily  endeavoured  to  be 
eon^ftied*     It  was  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  make 
wary  but  a  prerogative  not  to  be  trufted  for  a  moment,  with- 
ent  the  corre£live — the  right  of  the  Commons  to  refufe  the 
fiipplies.     Minifters  now  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  demanded 
iooney  without  any  explanation,  fo  that  what  was  admitted 
to  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Houfe,  was  to  be  exercifed 
without  knowledge,  and  confequently  without  judgement; 
but  with  regard  to  the  exercife  of  the  King's  prerogative^  the 
deelaring  of  war,  they  were  to  have  every   poffibie  infor- 
mation.    Of  the  perfonal  or  minifterial  confidence,  of  which 
gentlemen  had  talked  fo  much,  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had, no  title  to  either* 
He  had  given  proofs  of  incapacity,  and  he  had  deceived  the 
Houfe.     The  conftitution  knew  no  fuch  thing  as  confidence. 
Tbe  King^s  right  to  declare  war,  and  the  right  of  the  Houfe 
In  withkold  fupplies,  were  both  abfolute.     He  would  give 
Mmfideooe  for  an  armament  for  a  (hort  tirtie,  and  that  for 
tbepurpofeof  defence  only ;  and  when  he  agreed  to  keeping 
in  commtiSon  an  additional  numlier  of  ihips  on  being  told 
that  the  ftaffe  of  Europe  required  it,  he  (hould  have  fpurned 
at  the  idea,  had  he  been  apprifed  that  they  were  kept  up  for 
the  purpofe  of  offence.     In  the  prefent  cafe,  too  much  was 
difelofed  for  confidence,    and  too  little  for  convicStion.     If 
the  arnnment  was  formed  on  the  moft  abfurd  ground^,  as  he 
mdall  the  country  believed  it  was,  he  ihould  he  glad  to  hear 
\  from  thofe  who  talked  of  refponfibility  as  the  guardian  of 
confidence,  how  an  article  of  impeachment  could  be  draw  a 
Igainft  the  Minifter  for  bringing,  down  a   mefiage  from  the 
Kingy  and  moving  an  addrefs.     On  the  declaration  of  war, 
he  wodd  take  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe ;  and  as  he  was  not 
impeachable  in  the  one  cafe,  he  would  be  fcreeneJ  by  the 
concunenee  oi^  tlie  Houfe  in  the  other*    He  would  fay,  how 
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J6  that  criminal  in  me  which  yon  agreed  to  fupport?  The 
Houfe,  not  a  fortnight  fince,  bad  ralhly  protnifed  to  foppoit 
an  armament)  in  other  words,  an  armament  whenever  Hi$ 
Majefly's  Minifier  (h^uld  think  proper,  and  they  were  told 
that  any  propofition  to  undo  what  they  had  done,  wa:i  too 
late,  unlefs  the  Miniiler  came  again  to  demand  the  fuppltes. 
Tfie  refoluiion,  the  friends  of  the  Mtnifter  obje^cd,  was 
meant   to   put  an  end  to   the  war.     Undoubtedly  it  was, 
though  it  was  rather  flngulnr  that  they  fliould  own  this, 
when  they  knew  that  it  was  only  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency ot  ir.     It  was,  indeed,  a  bad  fign,  when  the  advo- 
cates of  a  meafure  were  compelled  to  allow,  that  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency,  and  to  put  an  end  to  Jt,,  were  one  and 
the  fame  thing.     They  faid  the  Houfe  niuft  enquire  into  the 
whole  cf  the  negociation,  or  into  no  part  of  it;  but  to  what 
purpofe  examine  the  means,  jEvhen  even  the  chjeSt  was  with* 
hclden  ?  This  coi  Id  not  be  difclofed  to  the  Public,  pending 
the  negociation,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  puhlib  money  was 
fpent,  in  purfuit  of  an  obje£t  of  which  the  Public  had  no 
knowledge.     To  admit  a  cafe,    for  the  fake  of  argument, 
when  all  the  world  knew  thi^t  the  cafe  admitted  was  the  real 
cafe,  was  a  folemn  farce;  a  mifernble  attempt  to  deceive.— 
On  what  principle  were  five  hundred  and  fifty  eight  gentle- 
men, becaufe  they  happeTied  to  be  affemblcd  in  a  Houie  of 
iParliament,  to. pretend  ignorance  of  what  ail  the  foreign  ga- 
zettes, :\nd  oil  the  memorials,  could  inform  them  of,  of  what 
was  known  beyond  difputc  two  mc|iths  ago,  that  the  £m- 
prefs  demanded,  of  all  her  opnquefts,  to  retain  only  thefor- 
trefs  of  Oczakow,  and   the   <CQun try  from  the  Bog  to  the 
Neiller  ?    1  hat  the  moderation  of  this  demand   arofe  from 
ouraiiiiament,  was  completely  and  morally  impoilible,  for  it 
had  been  made  before  the  arroa^en^t  was  heard  of.     With  t§r 
gard  to  what  flie  might  demand,  were  we  to  difann,  the>e 
was  only  on^  argument  to  which  he  could  not  reply,  and 
^'Jinifters  ihould  not  tell  him   that  they  had  ufed  her  fo  xH» 
tf.at  ihe  would  liAen  to  no  terms  whatfoever.     If  we   ienta 
fleet  into  the  Baltic,  alarmed  and  infulted  her  coafts,  which 
was  all,  he  believed,  we  could  do  ;  if  we  fliewed  our  teeth) 
and  our  inclination  to  do  mifchief^  then,  indeed,  fhe  mi^it , 
prol^ably   be  provoked  to  depart  from  the  moderation  of  bq:] 
firft  demand.     If  the  Houfe  defired  to  know  the  objed  befiMV 
they  gave  away  money,  he  thought  they  would  a£k  neitbef 
unconflitutionally,  nor  with  any  tfpproper  degree  of  faf|»7  | 
cion  ;  if  they  reje6led  this  doflrine,  they  betrayed  the   inte^j 
reft  of  their  conftituents,  and  declared  thepfelves  incapable 
of  judging  of  the  propriety  of  voting  away  their  oionej* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  under  the  plea  of  State  «• 
crefy,  had  brought  forward  the  worft  poiEble  excufe  for  hoi*- 
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inghis  tongue,  tofave  him  from  expofing  the  moil  vnidfiir 
ibble  condud.  His  defenCve  fyfiem  was  wicked  and  abfixrd 
—that  every  country,  which  appeared,  from  whatever  caufe, 
to  be  growing  great,  ihould  he  attacked  ;  that  all  the  powers 
of  EuYope  (houid  be  confined  to  the  fame  precife  fituation  in 
which  thisdefeniiv  e  fyflem  found  them.  If  this  was  a  defeii* 
five^  heibould  be  glad  to  hear  what  was  an  oflenfive  fyftem. 

,  The  family  compaS,  fo  juflly  reprobated,  becaufe  the  con- 
trading  parties  engaged  to  aflifl  one  another,  at  all  events, 

!  frbelhc;r  theauarrei  wasjuft  or  unjuA,  never  carried  its  pre* 
Aunption  fo  tar  as  this  defenfive  fyflem.  According  to  this 
fyfteoi,  were  any  natiqn  to  acquire  territories  in  Afia,  from 

'  lihich  revenue  could  be  derived,  that  would  be  a  fufEcient 
caufiefor  war;  if  any  country,  in  any  ihape,  became  more 
firoQg  at  home,  and  confequently  more  fecure  abroad,  the 
aliies,  aiider  this  defenfive  iyilem,  muil  inAantly  make  war 
againil  it,  and  reAore  it  to  its  former  Aate  of  mifery  at  home, 
and  imbecility  abroad  ;  a  principle  fo  diabolical  as  this  he  ne* 
ver  expe&ed  to  hear  Aated  in  a  civilized  Afiembly.  He  had 
fiud,  that  what  was  a  ground  for  armament^  was  not  a  ground 
fer-war*  AA  hat!  were  we  degraded  into  a  mere  bully  as  a 
naitioD,  to  enforce  infolent  propofitions  by  arms,  and  if  they 
were  firmly  refifted,  to  recede  from  them  ?  Nothing  could 
joflify  an  armament,  which  could  not  juP.ify  a  wai*;  for,  the 
nation  that  was  once  difcovered  to  have  armed  in  bravado^ 
would  find  little  regard  paid  to  her  armaments-  again.  He 
had  been  a  Arenuouft  advocate  for  the  balance  of  power, 
while  France  was  that  intriguing,  reAl^fs  nation  which  flie 
had  formerly  proved.  Now,  that  the  fituation  of  France 
was  altered,  that  fhe  had  ereSed  a  Government,  from  which 
neither  infult  nor  injuAice  was  to  be  dreaded  by  her  neigh- 
bours, he  was  extremely  indifFerent  concerning  the  balance 
of  power,  and  flioutd  continue  fo  till  he  faw  fome  other  na- 
tions combine  the  fame  p6v;er  with  the  fame  principles  of  .  * 
government.  His  idea  of  this  balance  was^  that  every  State 
was  not  to  be  kept  in  its  precife  old  fituation,  but  to  prevent 
any  one  from  obtaining  fuch  an  afendancy  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  n  A.  No* man  could  fay  that  RuAia  was.  the.  fuccef- 
for  of  France  in  this  refpecft.  Her  extent  of  territory,  fcanty 
revenue,  and  thin  population,  made  her  power  by  no  means 
formidable  to  us ;  a  power  whom  we '  could  neither  attack, 
Borbe  attacked  by;  and  this  was  the  power  againft  whom 
we  were  going  to  war.  Ouertuming  the  Ottoman  empire, 
he  conceived  to  be  an  argument  of  no  weight.  The  event 
was  not  probable,  and  if  it  fhould  happen,  it  was  more  likely  j 
to  be  of  advantage  than  injurious  to  us.  If  we  wiflie  to  re-  ^/ 
tain  thegood  wifhes  of  our  Dutch  allies,  we  (hould  be  care- 
fill  of  engaging  them  in  ruinous  wars  ;  for,   the  averfion  tou 
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^d  deteflation  of,  this  war,  was  greater  in  Holland  tban  in 
England,     Now,  faid  the  Minifter's  friends,  if  war  en(«e% 
we  may  thank  the  fpeeches  of  the  Minority.     He  had  long 
been  callous  to  thisfert  of  abufe;  but  if  this  was  their  opi- 
oion,  they  ought  to  prorogue  the  Parliament;  for  it  was  iai- 
poffible  for  him  to  fit  in  it,  and  not  /peak  his  honefl  fentiments 
on  a  queftion  whkh  fo  nearly  concerned  the  public  intcreft. 
But  he  believed  there  would  be  no  war :  the  Eiopiefs  would 
either  be  con^pelled  to  give  up  Oczakow,  or,  what  was  mock 
fnore  probable,  the  Miniiler,  after  all  his  bullying  and  blo^ 
tering,  would  recede  from  all  his  arrogant  demands,  and  we 
fliould  hav&nothing  in  return  for  an  expenceof  pertiapsluJI 
a  million,  but  the  ftiame  of  having  interfered  where  we  had 
no  right  to  interfere,  and  the  difgrace  of  havii^  complerdj 
failed.    To  what  a  ftate  were  we  reduced,  when  this  was  the 
foundation  of  our  hopes ;  and  when  to  be  balBed  and  diigraocd 
in  the  eyes 'of  Europe  was  an  obje<St  of  ardent  expe£lacioii ! 
Mr*  F0X9  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  charged  the  Minifter  ; 
with  infolence,  arrogance,  incapacity,  and  wilful  impditiaci  | 
on  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  conduA  of  foreiga  afl&ii%  j 
and  dared  him  to  the  proof.     The  confidence,  he  faid>  that  ! 
there  would  be  no  war,  that  he  durft  not  go  to  war,   was  tiw  I 
only  tie  which  kept  his   majority  about  him.    He   entered  ! 
into  a  comparifon  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  France  with  its  ibi^  , 
mer  condition,  both  as  it  refpefted  the  politics  pf  Eurx>p% 
and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  for  the  purpofe  of   Aiewiif 
thatthofe  who  detefted  the  principles  of  the  Revolution^  ba4 
reafpn  to  rejoice  in  \%s  tffe&t. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  previous  queftion ; 
Ayes,  162 ;  Noes^  254.    Majority,  94. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

M^nJaj,  1  %ib  ApriL 

Mr.  WiU      Mr.  Wilhtrfiut  rifing,  obferved,  that  although  he  ihedl . 

Verforce.    not  prefume  to  determine  what,  upon  the  prefent  occafi«.j 
were  the  emotions  and  fentiments  of  others,  he  could  iiii* 
cerelyanfwer  for  himfelf  that  when  he  confidered  the  infimtaij 
importance,  and  the  vaft  extent  of  the  fut)je£l  which  the^^ 
were  preparing  to  difcufs,  when  he  took  a  view  of  the  prodif ' 
giousmafs  of  information  they  had  before  them,  he  was  prompt, 
ed,  both  for  his  own  fake,  and  that  of  the  Houfe,  to  lequell 
fome  farther  time  for  preparation ;  he  waved  this  idea,  hon^ 
ever,  in  compliment   to  the  gentlemen  moft  concerned  vk\ 
point  of  intereft,  who  had  exprefled  themfelyes  ftrongly  agaidf, 
another  adjournment.     He  had  alfo  been  in  fome  d^ieeio* 
fluenced  by  a  regard  to  what  he  underftood  to  be  their  wifiieit 
in  determining  to  bring  forward  the  bufinefs  in  the  ihape  of  It- 
general  motion,  rather  thaa  in  that  of  the  propofuions  whidf , 
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had  been  laid  before  the  Hoafe  in  the  laft  Parliament ;  btit 
thefe  propofitionS}  though  not  formally  before  them»  would 
fenre  ai  a  tlue  to  dirtSt  the  courfe  of  their  inquiry. 

Meaning  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  leading  topics,  he 
trailed  that  gentlemen  would  argue  the  matter  with  him 
point  by  point,  being  fure  that  the  more  diftind  and  complete 
the   diicuffion*  proved,  the  more  clearly  and  irrefragably  it 
Ironld  appear  that  truth  and  reafon  were  on  his  fide.     He 
had  long  looked  forward,  he  owned,  to  this   day,  with  fome 
degree  of  impatience^  as  what  would  aflFord  him  the  opportu- 
nity of  difpelltng  the  prejudices,  and  correding  the  mifre- 
prefentations  which  had  gone  forth ;  but  befides  that,  he  had 
always  felt  that  this  was  the  propereft  time  and  place  for  him 
to  meet  them,  and  to  convince  the  world  that  in  undertaking 
and  perfifting  in  his  prefent  purfuit,  he  had  not  been  influ- 
enced by  any  unworthy  feelings  of  a  perfonal  nature,  he  had 
mlfo  been  determined  to  remain  filent  from  another  confide - 
ration:   for,  though  he  had  been  fometimesa  little  roughly 
handled  by  anonymous  ailailants,  it  was  a  tribute  of  juftice 
he  gladly  paid  to  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen,  by  whom  he  had 
been  mod  ftrenuoufiy  oppofed  both  on  this  and  the  other  fide 
ef  the  Atlantic,  to  acknowledge  that  lie  had  been  treated  by 
them  with  the  utmoft  candour  and  liberality:  thefe  were 
proofs  of  the  liberaMty  of  their  minds,  and  highly  gratifying 
to  his  own  feelings;  he  trufted  alfo  th^t  he  might  draw  Irom 
them  a  good  omen  to  his  caufe,  and  derive'  a  hope  that,  in 
the  iflRie,  they  might  all    rejoice  together  in  the  hapinefs 
which  would  refult  from  tlw  fuccefs  of  it.    In  the  fame 
manner,  he  wiflied  to  difcufs  the  fuhjedl,  frankly  indeed, 
bot  with  fairnefs  and  ipoderation ;  he  called  on  the  Houfe 
ro  do  the  (ame,  and  flattered  himfelf  that  the  prefent  debate, 
inftead  of  exciting  afperity  and  confirming  prejudice^  would 
tend  to  produce  a  general  convidion  of  the  truth  of  what, 
la  fz&y  was  incontrovertible,  that  the  abolition  of  the  flave 
arade  was  indifpenfably  required  of  them,  not  only  by  religion 
ind  morality,  but  by  every  principle  of  found  policy.    On 
ihe  prefent  occafion,  he  could  not  avoid  earneftly  imploring 
lie  Hoofe  to  favour  him  with  its  Ynoft  ferious  attention  on 
lie  moft  important  queftion,  qn  which  a  Houfe  of  Com* 
tKMis  had  ever  been  called  on  to  decide. 

The  firft  point  to  which  he  wifbed  to  direfl  the  atten- 
i0a  of  the  Committee,  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
bires  were  obtained  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  In  order  to  be 
i^avinced  of  the  truth  of  all  his  allegations  on  this  head, 
t  would  be  merely  neceflary  to  apply  unqueftionable  princit- 
lie*  of  general  reafoning  to  the  particular  circumftances  of 
be  cafe  before  them.  That  vaft  country  was  divided  into 
Ptvioat  communities  of  diflereht  fizes,  fome  governed  bj^^^j^ 

kings,  ^ 
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icings  more  or  leHs  ablblute,  others,  and  thofe  the  greater 
number,  by  elders.  Their  ftate  of  civilization  was  in  geiwr 
ral  very  imperfefl,  their  notions  of  moraiitv  extremely  rode, 
and  the  powers  of  their  governments  ill  denoed  2  it  was  luk* 
tiifaly  therefore,  to  imagine*  that  when  the  kings  or  chief* 
tains  fliould  l>e  tempted  by  the  prefling  folicitations  of  appe>- 
tite  to  adts  of  iiijuftice  or  oppreiiion,  they  wonld  not  be  floW 
to  the  commii&on  of  them ;  and  temptations  of  this  kind  wem 
continually  thrown  in  their  way,  by  the  European  traders* 
the  effedls  of  thefe  were  to  be  traced  in  every  fpecies  of  fraud, 
and  violence,  whilft  they,  who  ought  to  have  been  the  guar* 
dians  and  protectors,  were  tlius  made  the  ravagers  oftbeic 
country.  The  fame  caufes  might  be  expeAed  to  produce  the 
fame  confequences  throughout  the  whole  fociety  ;  the  feeds 
of  difuaion  and  diforder  would  every  where  be  fown,  every. 
man  would  dread  in  a  neighbour  to  meet  with  an  enemy,  and 
didruft  and  infecurity  would  univerfally  prevail;  the  fountain 
ofjudicealfo  v^ould  bepoifoned,  and  changed  into  a  fource 
of  opprefiion.  Thefe  fpeculations,  founded  on  the  principles 
of  human  naturr,  and  verified  by  the  experience  of  all  age% 
accorded  in  all  refpefts  with  the  mod  authentic  accounts 
which  had  heretofore*  been  publiAied,  of  the  Contia^t  o( 
Africa,  which  were  now  confirmed  by  teftimonies  of  the 
moft  unexceptionable  nature.  He  begged  the  Commit- 
tee would  advert  to  the  charaflers,  fituations,  and  means  of 
information,  of  the  witneiTes,  to  whom  he  was  now  al- 
luding: they  were  of  various  defcriptions,  fomeof  them  of" 
ficersinhis  Majefly's  fervice ;  others,  men  of  fcience,  who 
had  vifited  the  country  from  motives- of  curiofity;  others 
again,  who  had  themfelves  been  concerned  in  the  ilave  trade, 
and  whofe  prejudices  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  run  in  h* 
vour  of  its  continuance ;  feveral  of  them  had  .  poflTeiled  the 
moft  ample  opportunities  of  intelligence ;  fome  had  been  many 
hundred  miles  up  the  rivers  into  the  interior  country.  The 
teftimony  of  thefe  witneflbs  embraced  the  whole  of  that  vaft 
extent  or  country  to  which  we  reforted  for  the  purchafc  of 
llaves,  and  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  it  eftablifhed,  be* 
yond  coniradiflion,  the  exiflence  of  thofe  a(Ss  of  fraud,  op- 
pref&oii,  rapine,  and  murder.  Which  he  h.id  charged  on  the 
flave  trade. 

To  begin  with  the  river  Senegal,  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  diftri£l  referred  to,  Captain  Wilfon  and  Captain  Hili( 
of  His  Majefiys  navy,  and  Mr«  Dalrymple  of  the  Land  fervice, 
being  at  the  iiland  ot  Goree,  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
obfervations  in  that  quarter.  On  the  arrival  6f  the  fla.vc 
fliips,  armed  parties  were  regularly  fent  out  in  the  evening, 
who  fcoured  the  neighbouring  country,  and  lirought  in  their 
prey  in  the  night ;  thefe  wretched  vi^ims  were  to  be  feen  in 
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the  morning  bound  back  to  back  in  the  huts  on  the  fhore, 

•  whence  they  were  conveyed,  tied  hand  and  foot,  on  board 
the  flave  ihips.  Tiie  objeft  of  thefe  ravages,  if  it  had  want- 
ed any  confirmation,  was  eftablilhed  beyond  a  doubt  "^y 
this  circumft^nce,  that  when  the  ftave  trade- was  liopp^d, 
the  expeditions  alfo  ceafed.  Mr»  Kiernan  fpoke  of  the  con- 
ftant  depredations  committed  by   the  Moors,  of  which,  as 

'Well  as  of  fuch  expeditions  as  had  heen  mentioned  by  Captain 
Hills,  the  Committee- heard  alfo  from  Mr.  Waviftrom,  who 

•had  noted  down,  at  the  time,  the  tranfaftions  of  every  d^y 
in  a  journal  which  he  had  produced  before  the  Committee, 
and  whofe  curious  and  intereAing  relation,  he  could  not 
doubt,  had  attradled  the  attention  of  every  gentleman  who 
had  looked  into  the  evidence:  and  thefe  ravages,  excited  by 
prefentsof  brandy,  gunpowder,  and  iuch  other  incentives, 
and  by  the  conditional  promife  of  larger  fupplies,  were  not 
only  carried  on  by  one  community  againft  another,  but  the 
kings  were  (Simulated  to  commit  them  in  their  own  terri- 
tories,, on  their  own  fubjefls;  and,  in  oneinftance,  a  chief- 
tain, who,  in  the  moments  of  intoxication,  could  not  refift 
the  preffing  calls  of  appetite,  had  exprefled,  in  an  interval  of 
reafon^  a  due  fenfe  of  the  enormity  of  his  own  proceedings, 
and  had  poured  forth  his  reproaches  on  his  Chriftian  feducers. 
Abundant,  likewife,  were  the  inftances  of  prrvate   rapine : 

individuals  were  kidnapped  whilft  in  their  fields  and  in  their 
gardens;  there  wasaii  univerfal  feeling  of  diftruft  and  appre- 
henfiont  the  natives  never  went  any  dillance  from  home 
without  being  armed,  and  when  aiked  the  reafon  by  Captain 
Wilfon,  pointed  to  a  flave  Ihip  then  lying  within  fight. 
Thefe  trarfadkions  might  be  paralleled  by  others  of  a  fort 
exaSly  Amilar  thfoughout  every  part  of  the  flave  coafl  ;  and 
bethought  it"perfe£lly  unneceffary  for  him  to  trefpafs  on  the  ■ 
timeond  patience  of  gentlemen,  by  attempting  to  enumerate 
all  occurrences*  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature* 
•  Purfuiflg  their  progrefs  ibuthward,  they  came  to  the  Wind- 
ward Coaft.;^  where,  from  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant  Story 
and  Mn^  Bowman,  they  would  find  all  the  fore-mentioned 
evils  exiftingf  if  poffible,  in  a  ftill  higher  degree  :  they  wonld 

*  fee  the  remains  of  villages  which  had  been  burnt,  whilft  the 
fields  of  corn  were  ftill  ftandingbefide  them,  and  every  other 
tmce  of  recent  defolation.  Here  an  agent  was  fent  to  eftab- 
lilh  a  fettlement  in  the  interior  country,  and  to  fend  down  . 
to  the  {hips  fuch  ilaves  as  he  might  be  able  to  obtain :  the 
orders  he  received  from  his  captain  were/ a  very  model  o£ 
conctfencfs  and  perfpicuity ;  <^  he  was  to  encourage  the 
1'  chirftaiDS,  by  brandy  and  gunpowder,  to  go  to  war,  and 
¥  make^flavteb  He  punflually  performed  his  part,  the 
tbiefuiQS  were  not  backward  in  theirs;   the  neighbouring 
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vilttget  were  ran&ckedt  being  forrounded  and  fet  on  fire  in 
the  night ;  their  inhabitants  were  feized  when  making  their 
efcape,  and  being  brought  to  the  agent»  were  by  him  Car- 
warded>  men,  women,  and  children,  to  bi«  principal  on  the 
coaft.  Mn  How,  a  botanift,  who,  in  the  fervice  of  Go- 
jyernment,  viiited  that  country  with  Captain  ThoinploD, 
gave  in  evidence^  that  being  at  one  of  the  fubordinate  fettk- 
tnents  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  on  the  arrival  of  an  order  for  Haves 
from  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  the  native  Chi^f  immediately  fent 
forth  his  armed  parties,  who,  in  the  night,  brought  in  a  fiip- 
ply  of  all  defcriptions,  and  the  neceflary  aflbrtment  was  next 
day  fent  off,  according  to  the  order.  But  Mr.  WilberSsroe 
would  nor  tire  the  attention  of  the  Committee ;  the  whole 
extent  of  the  African  coaft  fumiflied  but  one  uniform  chtail 
of  fimilar  infiaAces  of  barbarity.  There  would  be  no  end 
of  multiplying  particular  cafes;  he  would,  therefiDie,  only 
mention  one  or  two  more,  lefs  for  their  own  fakes^  than  far 
the  conclufton  that  was  to  be  drawn  from  them.  When 
Captain  Hills  was  in  the  river  Gambia,  happening  accideo-  • 
tally  to  mention  to  a  black  pilot,  who  was  in  the  boat  with 
him,  that  he  wanted  a  cabin-boy,  the  pilot  toM  him  he  would 
foon  obtain  him  one ;  and  accordingly,  fome  youths  being 
on  the  fliore  with  vegetables  to  fell,  he  beckoned  to  them  to 
come  on  board ;  at  the  fame  time,  by  winks  and  figntficaat 
''  geftures,  giving  Captain  Hills  to  nnderftand  that  he  might 

then  take  his  choice :  and  when  Captain  Hills  rejeAed  tbi  ' 
propofal  with  indignation,  the  pilot  feened  perfedly  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  his  warmth,  and  dryly  obferved^  that  the 
flave  captains  would  not  have  been  fo  fcrnpulous.     Them  ^ 
was,  however,  another  tranfa^lion  which  he  rouft  diftinAly 
flate,  not  only  on  account  of  its  enormous  magnitude,  but 

•  alfo  becaufe  it  eftabliftied,  beyond  all  controverfy,  the  fire^ 
quency  of  thofe  ads  of  rapine,  which  was  the  cpnclafion  he 

•  had  before  referred  to.  When  General  Rooke,  a  refpeAaUe 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  commanded  in  His  Majefty's  fettle* 
tnent  at  Goree,  fome  of  the  fuhjef^s  of  a  neighbouring  king, 
with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  amity,  came  to  pay  him  a 
friendly  vifit ;  there  were  from  loo  to  15O  of  thero^  men, 
women,  and  children ;  all  was  gaiety  and  merriment;  ic 
was  a  fcene  to  gladden  the  faddeft,  and  to  (often  the  haideft 
heart :  but  a  Have  captain,  ever  faithful  to  the  intesefts  of 
his  employers,  is  not  fo  foon  thrown  off  his  guard;  with 
what  aftoniAment  would  tlie  Committee  hear,  that,  in  the 
jnidftof  tht<ifeftivity,  it  was  propoled  to  General  Roofce  ft 
ieize  the  whole  of  this  unfufpefting  multitude^  hurry  tbfm 
on  board  the  ftiips,.  and  carry  them  off  to  the  Weft  Indies; 
It  Was  not  merely  one  man,  but  three,  who  w^reboid  enoogh 
to  venture  on  fucli  a  jtrepefat !  Time  Sngiid;  flgre  captains 

I  pieMic^ 

Digitized  by  ^OOQlc 


A.  179K  DEBATES.  1S7 

preferred  it  as  their  joint  reqneft,  alledging  the  precedent  of 
a  former  Governor,  who>  iit  a  fimilar  cafe,  had  coniented  1 
1€^  in  the  annals  of  human  wickednefs,  an  inftance  of  foaler 
treacherj  were  to  be  foond,  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  happy  to 
be  ignorant  of  it.  But  it  was  not  on  account  of  its  magni- 
tude that  be  wiihed  to  imprefs  it  on  the  Committee,  fo  much 
as  becaufe  it  was  a  pregnant  proof  of  the  frequency  of  the 
ads  of  rapine  he  had  before  defcribed  ;  for,  what  muft  be  the 
habits  of  the  flave  trade,  what  muft  have  been  the  familiarity 
with  fcenes  of  depredation,  produced  on  the  minds  of  the 
flave  captains,  when  three  of  them  durft  not  only  meditate 
within  themfelves,  not  ^nly  confer  with  one  another,  but 
bring  into  the  light  of  day,  and  carry  to  a  Britifh  officer  of 
rank,  a  propofal  which  one  would  have  thought  too  horrid 
to  be  allowed  for  a  fmgle  moment,  even  in  the  decpeft  retire- 
ment, in  the  darkeft  recefles  of  the  raoft  depraved  heart.—- 
Xhis  would  ftand  in  the  place  of  a  thpufand  particular  in- 
ftances ;  this  argued  a  forgone  conclufion,  and  gave  colour 
and  credibility,  ifrequiiite^  to  every  other  aA  of  violence 
Hated  in  evidence  before  the  Committee ;  he  would,  there* 
fore,  now  confine  himfelf  to  a  proof  or  two  of  a  circumftan- 
tial  nature;  a  fpecies  of  evidence  which  was  frequently  ^ven 
more  iatisfaAory  than  the  moft  unexceptionable  pofitive  tefti- 
mony.  The  Committee,  perhaps,  was  not  aware  tha{  tlit 
nfnal  proportion  of  children  on  board  the  flave  fhips,  on 
moft  parts  of  the  coaft,  was  one-third  of  the  whole  cargo, 
Icarcely  ever  lefs  than  one- fourth:  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  the 
latter  was  the  moft  ordinary  proportion.  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  of  one  of  their  opponents^  witnefles,  who  had 
yefided  there  many  years,  that  the  only  way  in  which  chil- 
dren could  be  brought  into  that  fituation,  was  by  whole  fa- 
milies being  fold  when  the  principals  were  condemned  for 
witchcraft,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  faid,  that  the  number 
of  perfons  convi£ted^of  this  crime  was  extremely  fmall,  in- 
deed, and  that  the  younger  part  of  a  family,  in  thefe  cafes, 
was  often  fpared ,  thus,  every  legal  avenue  by  which  thefo 
poor  creatures  could  be  brought  into  the  clutches  of  the  flave 
captains,  was  ihut  up  by  their  opponents'  own  declarations  ; 
and  irrefiftible  confirmation  was  ajBbrded  to  the  pofitive  tefii- 
mony  of  the  witneflies  he  had  called,  that  in  thefe  very  parts 
ef  the  coaft  the  kidnapping  of  children  very  generally  pre* 
vailed.  But  it  was  not  only  by  adis  of  outrage  that  thefe 
fOOT  creatures  were  brought  into  bondage ;  every  other  pof« 
fible  mode  was  reforted  to,  and,  in  particular,  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice  was  turned  into  an  engine  for  that  end : 
the  fmalleft  crimes  werepuniflied  by  a  fine  equal  to  the  value 
ef  one  or  more  Haves,  which,  if  the  party  was  unable  to 
pay,  be  was  himfelf  to  be  fold  into  flavcry.    Crimes  were  fa- 
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bricatedv  falfe  accufations  and  convidions  were  reforted  to^ 
at»d  perfons  fomeiimes  employed  to  feduce  the  unwary  to 
th  commillion  of »  rimes,  with  a  view  to  the  convi<5tion  and 
faU  of  the  culprit.  It  was  another  efFe£t  of  tlxis  crade^ 
which  he  thought  wdl  worthy  of  being  urged,  that  it  cor- 
rupted the  moral  principle  of  thole  who  carried  it  on,  every 
poinhle  fraud  w;is  put  ir)  pradice  to  deceive  the  ignorance  oi 
the  natives,  by  fn  if-  weights  and  meafures,  adulterated  com- 
m  >dttiep,  and  other  impofitions  of  a  like  fort :  thcfe  weie 
ev^i)  acknowlfflgcd  by  many  who  had  themfelves  pra£life4 
.  them,  m  ohedit-nce  to  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors.  He  en- 
larged a  little  on  this  topic,  and  called  on  all  who  were  int«- 
refted,  for  the  horour  of  the  mercantile  character,  to  re* 
nounce  and  put  an  end  to  a  traffic,  which,  ever  faithful  to  - 
its  own  charade er,  was  .as  contemptible  for  its  meannei^y  as 
it  was  hateful  fi^r  itscrueltv.  It  was  a  circumAance  by  no 
means  to  be  omitted,  though  he  .had  failed  to  obferve  k  in 
it*^  proper  place,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weft  Indies  ac- 
knowledged, wi'h  gxeat  candour,  that  flaves  were  often  oIh 
tained  in  the  unwarrantable  modes  he  had  mentioned ;  he 
quoted  the  declaration  of  the  Jam  uca  Committee,  That  tha  j 
AfriLan  trade  was  no  trade  of  theirs,  and  particularly  fpecii  | 
fied  Mr.  Ottlt-y,  whofe  name  he  couW  never  mention  but  i 
with  refpefl,  declaring  tiiat  this  was  not  the  language  of 
compliment,  but  the  fmcere  fentiment  of  his  heart ;  he  hoped 
alfo  that  Governor  Parry's  letter,  in  which  he  fpoke  of  the 
nefarious  praflice  of  the  African  trade,  on  which  Mr,  Wil- 
berfoFce  had  enlarged  on  a  former  occasion,  was  ftiil  freffa  in 
the  memory  of  the  Committee:  but  there  was  one  authority 
of  fo  refpei^able  a  defcription,  that  he  fhould  be  highly  want-, 
ing  to  his  caufe  were  he  not  to  adduce  it :  it  was  the  decla-* 
ration  of  a  gentleman  of  great  ability  and  information,  at 
Well  as  of  unconnnon  candour  and  liberality  of  mind ;  the 
Committee  here  would  anticipate  the  name  of. Mr.  Edwards  s 
that  gentleman,  in  a  very  eloquent  fpeech  delivered  in  tlie 
Houfe  of  Affembly  in  Jamaica,  ♦afeainft  the  propofitions 
moved  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  in  the  la  ft  Parliament,,  fra'ikly 
exprcffed  himfelf  in  the  following  terms:  "  I  am  perfuaded 
**  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  has  been  very  rightly  informed  as  to 
^*  the  manner  in  which  flaves  are  generally  procured.  The 
**  intelligence  I  have  collefled  from  my  own  negroes,  abun- 
**  dantly  confirms  Mr,  Wilberforce's  account ;  and  I  have 
«  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  that  in  Africa,- the  eflfefls  of  this 
**  trade  are  precifely  fuch  as  he  reprefents  them  to  he.  Sir, 
<*  the  whole,  or  the  greateft  part,  of  that  immenfe  continent 
<<  is  a  field  of  warfare  and  defolation ;  a  wildernefs,  in  which. 
"  the  inhabitants  are  wolves  towards  each  other*  -  That 
*<  this  fcene  of  oppreffion,  fraud,  treachery,  and  blood,  if 
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^  not  originally  occafioned^  is  in  part,  I  will  not  fay  Wholly, 
^  upboJdcn  by  the  flave.  trade,  I  dare  not  difpute.  Every 
^  man  in  the  fugar  iflands  may  be  convinced  that  it  is  fo, 
*<  who  will  enquire  of  any  African  negroes,  on  their  firft 
'*  arrival,  concerning  the  circumftance  of  their  captivity. 
^  Tlie  aflertion  that  a  great  many  of  thefe  are  criminals  and 
^  convicts,  is  mockery  and  infult." 

Yet  thefe  things,  however  clearly  proved  by  poCtive.tefti- 
ffiony,  by  the  conceffion  of  opponents,  by  particular  infe- 
rence, by  general  reafoning,  by  the  moft  authentic  hiftories 
of  Africa,  by  the  experience  ot  all  countries  and  of  all  ages,* 
thefe  things,  and  even  their  poflibility,  were  denied  by  many 
refpefiable  perfons,  who  have  been  brought  forward  on  the 
prcfent  occafion,  as  evidence  to  fupport  the  continuance  of 
the  flave  trade  k  they  were  chiefly  perfons  who  had  been  Go- 
vernors of  forts  in  Africa,  or  who  bad  long  commanded  fhips 
in  the  trade.  So  foon  as  he  had  known  the  defcription  of  the 
withefles  whom  it  was  intended  to  call,  Mr.  Wjlberforce 
bad  been  prepared  for  the  efFefls  of  much  prejudice.  It  was 
natural  to  in\agin.e  perfons  would  be  prepoilei&d  in  favour  of 
the  commerce  tbey  hajd  long  carried  on,  and  perhaps  their 
fathers  before  them;  but  all  bis  apprehenfions  on  this  head 
bad  been  greatly  furpafled  by  the  teftimony  which  they  had 
given.  He  did  not  mean  to  impeach  their  private  charafters, 
tmt  they  certainly  (hewed  them  (elves  under  the  influence  of 
fuchgrofs  prejudices,  as  to  render  them  incompetent  judges 
of  the  fubjeiS  they  came  forward  to  elucidate.  They  feemed, 
if  fie  might  fo.fay,  to  be  enveloped  by  a  certain  atmofphere 
of  their  own,  and  to  fee,  as  it  wer^  through  a  kind  of  Afri- 
can medium ;  every  objefi  that  met  their  eyes,  came  diftorted 
and  turned  from  its  true  di  red  ion.  Even  the  declarations 
ii)adc  by  themfelves,  on  other  occafions,  feemed  wholly  new 
and  ftrange  to  them ;  they  fometimes  forgot  not  ohly  what 
they  had  feen,  but  whait  they  had  faid  i  and  when  to  one  of 
them  his  own  teftimony  to  the  Privy  Council  was  read,  he 
miftook  it  for  that  of  another  gentleman,  whofe  evidence  he 
declared  to  be  "  the  mereft  burlefque  in  the  world.**  They 
altogether  denied  kidnapping  or  village  breaking,  or  the  falfe 
imputation  of  delinquencies,  it  was  not  merely  that  they 
declared  that  they  had  never  been  themfelves  engaged  in 
pr?flices  of  this  nature,  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  did  not  im- 
pute to  them ;  they  not  only  denied  their  a£hial  exiftence, 
bot  their  very  poflibility.  It  wis  curious  to  bbferve  how  thi« 
fame  habit,  when  once  contra£led,  could  flick  by  a  man  in 
another  fituation ;  and  he  was  not  forry  to  have  to  exemplify 
it  in  the  inftance  of  a  perfon,  whofe  private  charafter  was^ 
be  believed,  refpe£lable.     Mr.  Barnes,  fmce  his  return  from 

Africa,  had  been  engaged  iiv  the  wine  trade ;  and  when  ex-    r 
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amined  a  few  years  ago  on  the  fubje£l*of  the  Wine  bill  be- 
fore the  Houfe>  he  made  a  declaration  exadUy  parallel  to 
what  he  has  now  faid  concerning  the  Have  trade.  ^<  Will  the 
<«  propofed  bill  tend  in  any  degree  to  prerent  the  adulteratioii 
^  of  wine  ^i*  **  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can ;  but  with  that  I  I 
^  "  am  I 

'  .  i 

*  this  paffage  gave  oeeafiw  JO  thijolhwing  emmj^mide»c€  t 

«  Sia, 

<*  IT  was  with  much  furprift;  I  was  informed,  upoik  coming  to  towm 
^  mn  Tuefday  laft»  that  in  your  fpcech»  the  preceding  evening,  upon  the  ' 

Slave  Trade,  you  had  treated  my  name  with  great  ieverity,  and  I  wit 
the  more  aftonifiied  at  it,  as  I  waa  not  confciout  of  haring,  in  any  oae 
inftance,  provoked  your  refentment,  having  never  intermeddled  in  that 
particular  bufineft,  farther  than  when  publicly  called  upon  to  give  cvi« 
dence  either  to  the  Privy  Council  tor  to  Parliament.  If  that  evidence 
wat  not  fatitfa&ory  to  you,  I  am  forryfor  it  j  I  gave  it  fairly  and  bonefi- 
Jy,  not  prejudiced  by  habits,  fori  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  trading 
for  ilavet  -y  not  biafled  by  intereft,  for  I  have  no  incereft  in  the  prefent 
queftion,  nor  had  I  any  atuchment,  except  that  facred  attachment  to 
truth,  which  no  confideration  would  tempt  me  to  depart  from. 

Had  my  evidence  been  either  evafive,  prevaricating,  or  contradk« 
tory,  it  would  have  deferred  the  fcvereft  aniroadvcrjiont,  and  I  IhoiiUl 
jufily  have  incurred  the  indignation  of  you  and  every  vther  geotlcmaa 
•  in  the  Houfe ;  but  in  a  very  long  and  very  fatiguing  examinadoD, 
wh^re  it  wa«  almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  confufion,  had  I  attempted  » 
deliver  a  fabricated  tcihmony,  I  think  I  may  fafely  challenge  you  te 
adduce  a  fingle  anfwer,  which  I  am  not  able  to  defend. 

**  I  mufi,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  your  feelings,  as  n  gen* 
tlcman,  how  far  the  heat  of  argument,  and  the  honeft  zeal  you  have 
manifefted,  can  juftify  to  your  own  mind,  infinuations  againft  the  iair 
fame  of  a  man  who  has  the  latisfadlion  to  have  pafled  many  years  ia 
Tarious  ftations  of  life,  with  a  chani£Ur  as  yet  unimpeached. 

''  I  muft  intreat  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  refer  to  my  teftino* 
ny,  as  taken  down  by  the  clerks  \  if,  upon  fuch  reference,  you  find 
you  have,  through  inadvertence  or  forgetfulnefs,  applied  roy  particular  | 
name  to  general  defcriptions  of  evidence,  or  fiated  as  evidence  of  £a£^t  ^^ 
what  was  delivered  only  as  matter  of  opinion  ;  or  if  you  ihall  difcovcr, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  your  fpeech,  you  have,  fiom  the  caufes  above  a]« 
ludcd  to,  either  warped,  mutilated,  or  miHated  my  evidence,  fo  as  to 
give  it  any  other  than  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning,  by  which  my 
reputation  may  be  afieAed,  and  my  veracity  brought  into  quef- 
tion,  I  am  convinced  your  good  fenfe,  the  liberality  of  your  mind,  and 
your  love  of  juflice,  will  prompt  you  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  acknowledging  any  inaccuracies,  into  which  a  laudable  eagemefs  ia 
a  caufe  efpoufed  from  the  moft  noble  principles,  may  have  betrayed 
you. 

<<  In  your  fpeech  upon  this  occafion,  you  were  pleaied  to  allude  to 
my  tcftiroony  on  another,  and  as  it  appears  in  the  newfpapen,  what  \ 
faid  on  that  fubie6^,  is  fo  mifiated,  that  (to  fay  nothing  of  roy  moral 
turpitude)  the  grofieft  folly  is  imputed  to  me;  I  am  charged  with  bav* 
log  faid  that  I  had  never  htixrd  of  fuch  a  thing  at  the  adulteratioa  of 
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^  am  Qnacquaiiitedy  as  I  know  nothing  of  die  aduketation 
^  of  wine.**—"  I  know  nothing  of  kidnapping."— —•<  I 
^  know  nothing  of  the  adalteratioa  of  wine** 

But 

i#uie«  ReflefikMit  <m  mj  ondeifhindtDg  I  can  eafily  fubmit  to,  but 
■hen  they  arc  adduced  ai  •  proof  of  the  laxity  of  my  marali,  I-coa* 
feftl  feel  the  imputttioa  with  no  fraall  degree  of  pungency. 

''  I  beg  you  wUF  oonfidcr  this  letter  at  an  appeal  to  your  feelingt » 
FroiD  a  man  who  regards  a  refle6l]on  upon  hit  charader,  uncontradid- 
idt  nnattoaed  for,  m  the  greateft  misfortune  he  could  labour  under,  n 
ttsfomine  which  itf  aggraTated  by  a  confidcration^hat  the  attack  comet 
lot  from  the  levity  of  an  idle  declaimer,  but  from  the  gravity  of  a  S^ 
iitor,  diilinguiihed  for  his  vlrtuas,  4iod  tfaie  foundncfs  of  his  unde  • 
landing ;  a  roan  who  is  not  fuppofed  capable  of  a  premeditated  injur^^ 
kit  willing  to  make  reparation,  where  he  has  uadefignedly  oftjidcd,  . 
I  am» 
With  much  refpeO^  « 

Sir, 
Your  obedieatf 

And  very  humble  fS^nrant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  BilRMSSi 

William  mOirfiru,  E/q.*' 


ClafAsm,  Mmd^  ^fyrii  g^,  I7f  ft. 
"Sim, 
**  Ton  do  me  n6  more  than  juftice  in  fuppofing  that  fo  far  ftom  of* 
ting  any  one  a  premeditated  injury,  1  ihall  nerer  be  backward  to 
ike  reparatioB  where  I  may  hare  given  nodefigned  offence  $  and  mail 
crefore  begin  by  declaring  very  fincerely,  that  I  am  lorry  any  thing 
tfdi  fell  from  me,  in  the  Houfeof  Commoat,  fliould  have,  given  yois 
imch  uoeafinefs ;  nor  can  I  conceive  this  would  have  been  the  cafe^ 

Chad  not  received  an  erroneous  account  of  what  I  i«id«  I  am  rho 
inclined  to  this  opinion,  becauic  of  the  expreffions  of  which  yoa 
i  nlcy  **  fabricated  teftimony,'*  and  other  terms  of  iimilar  import  | 
tas  neither  then,  nor  at  any  time,  either  in  public  or  private, 
J  ever  ezpreflcd  or  imputed  to  you  an  intention  to  deceive.  For 
rcry  reaibn,  and  on  account  of  my  believing  your  private  charaAer 
i  refpedable,  (a  fentiroent  which,  to  the  beft  of  my  recolleAion, 
vefledon  my  legs)  I  feleOed  you  as  a  fitter  infiance  of  the  inSu* 
of  prejudice;  for  you  muftezcuie  my  faying,  that  I  certainly  was 
d^ee  convinced  by  what  you  faid,  and  that  I  could  only  afcribt 
e  font  of  habitual  and  inveterate  prejudice,  your  denial  of  the 
lility  of  fii&,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  proved  in  innumerablo 
■ces,  by  indifpuuble  teftimony. 

BIy  aliufioa  to  the  declaration  you  made  at  the  bar,  when  ex* 
■  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  Wine  bill,  **  tv^^t  you 
lew  nothing  of  the  adulteration  of  wine,"  was  meant  more  as  a 
Ban  ought  elfe|  and  at  fach  X  am  clear  it  was  taken;  nor  have  $OgIe 
ff  ever 
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Bat  the  Houfe  miift  be  aware,  that  there  was  not  only  z 
African  medium^  hut  an  African  logic  too  :  it  Teemed  to  b 
an  acknowledged  maxim  in  the  logic  of  Africa,  that  ever 

pertoi 

crer  thought  fo  nuieh  of  the  force  of  the  ezpreffions^  at  fiiicc  I  penifa 
•yoarieiter. 

I  aro, '  Sir, 

Your  m^ft  obedient, 
And  humble  ferTanf, 
(Signed)  W.  WILBERFORCfi 

JokM Barms,  E/q." 


**  I  return  you  my  finccre  and  hearty  thanks  for  v<iur  polite  and  raj 
•bliging  favour  of  the  xcthinft-  which  i  receivcrd  up'm  coming  to  towi 
yefterday ;  you  have  faid  every  thing  I  could  deiiie,  for  the  fatisfaflMi 
of  my  own  particular  feelings,  and  f  am  fai  from  oeing  fo  unreafooabk 
as  to  expe£b  you  Jhould  be  convinced  by  any  opinion  'if  mine  ;  the  moM 
cfpecialiy,  when  that  opinion  has  oeen  contradided  by  the  teftimooyfl 
poiitive  fa£fcs.  » 

**  But  r hough  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  hoBonri^ 
write  has  fet  my  mind  perfe£^Iy  at  eafe,'  fo  far*  as  it  fatisfief  methatiri 
imputation  was  intended  againfl  my  chara£lcr,  yet  i  muft  beg  leaved 
fubmitto  your  own  good  rcnfe, •  and  to  your  feelings  as  a  gentlenM 
whether  fomething  farther  is  not  necelTary  to  remove  that  (tain  vlodj 
jny  reputation  has  a£^uaily  fuifcred,  either  by  the  mifconcepdofiil 
people  in  the  Houfe,  or  by  the  erroneous  account  of  your  fpeech  in  m 
newfpapers ;  in  a  bafc  of  fo  delicate  a  nature  as  rhis»  1  would  notf 
fume  to  fuggeft  any  particular  remedy^  if  it  were  not  from  an 
henfion  that  you  might  imagine  I  expe^ed  unreafonable  conccfiions,i 
in  order  to  prove  that  1  have  not  the  mod  remote  wilh  for  any  thing | 
that  kind,  1  havie  taken  the  liberty  to  write  underneath,  what  1 1 
might  be  proper  to  infert  as  an  article  in  the  Diary.  If  this 
meet  your  ideas,  it  will  give  me  infinite  pleafure ;  if  not,  yon  rnJil  1 
me  under  a  laftiog  obligation,  by  favouring  me  with  your  authority  I 
thcinfertion  of  any  other  paragraph  which  may  be  more  agreeable  I 
your  own  feelings,  and  which  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  defired. 
I  am, 
With  much  refpe£(, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
(Signed)  JOHN 

Liitle  St.  Heltn'Sf 
Jprilfj,  I7f  I- 

f^m.  miberforce,  Efi.'' 
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perfon  who  offered  a  flave  for  fale,  had  a  right  to  fell  him. 
Howrcver  fraudulent  the  manner  might  be  in  which  the  bro- 
ker had  obtained  the  Have,  if  they  paid  him  a  juft  price  for 

him, 

Proofed  fir  Infertien. 

^  In  the  accoumt  given  by  the  paperl  of  Mr.  Wilberforce's  fpeech 
10  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Monday  the  i8th  inftant,  fome  impu- 
tations are  ftated  to  have  been  made  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Barnes,  as 
10  evidence* 

''  We  have  aiMfaority  from  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  declare,  rhat  he  had 
•ot  the  moft  remote  defign  of  impeaching  the  veracity  of  Mr*  Barnes, 
•r  of  throwing  any  reflexion  on  his  chara^er. " 


Ck^ham,  April  x^f  1791. 

**  I  moft  repeat  ir,  that  if>  as  you  apprehend,  your  reputation  haa 
fofercd  in  confequeace  of  a  mifconception  or  miftatement  of  what  fell 
from  me  the  other  night  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  lam  very  ferry  for 
at,  and  I  Ibould  be  glad  to  remove  your  dilquietude,  if  I  could  do  it 
^idi  propriety }  but  the  mode  you  have  fuggcfted^  of  my  authorifmg 
the  infertion  of  a  paragraph  in  the  newfpapers,  corre£fcing  their  miftate- 
oieat,  is  one  which  1  think  would  be  neither  ferviceable  to  you,  nor 
kccomisg  for  mjUt* 

lam.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  W.  WILBERFORCB. 


Little  St.  Helen* s^  May  i,  1791* 
*«  Sia, 

'*  On  the  itth  ultivo,  I  was  obliged  to  go  into  Hamp(hire,  and  up- 
HI  my  return  here  thi^  eveningy  I  was  forry  to  find  by  your  favour  of 
he  a 9th,'  that  you  did  not  approve  the  mode  which  J  took  the  liberty 
9  fuggeft,  in  my  letter  of  the  a 7th,  for  the  removal  of  any  unfavour- 
|kle  tmprei&ooi  of  me,  occafioAied  by  your  fpeech  on  the  i8th  ;  and  at 
jtn  have  not  thought  proper  to  offer  any  other  mode  of  doing  that 
Mic  juftice  to  my  chara£br,  which  the  prefent  cafe  gives  me  a  fair 
Ight  to  exped,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  avail  royfclf  of  the  only 
leans  in  my  power,  that  of  publiihing  your  letter  to  me  of  the  a5th  | 
\  being  qiv  wifli,  however^,  tp  avoid  as  much  as  pofiible  whatever  may 
lafty  dejpre  hurt  your  feelings.  |  (ball  delay  this  publication  for  two 
r  three  days,  that  if  yon  can  propofe  any  other  expedient,  moreagree- 
^YouXXiX.  Ce  able 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


i|4  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1791. 

him,  all  was  rights  it  was  a  peifeAlj  fair  hniafiit  tranfac- 
tton.    ThU  wag  not  a  charge  brought  b j  the  witnefles  for 
the  abolition  merely,  but  was  expreflly  and  avowedly  de- 
clared by  many  of  the  moft  experienced  of  the  witncffii 
:'gainft  it,  and  denied  by  none.     <<  It  would  have  ftopped  ^ 
«  my  trade,**  faid  one  0/ them,  "  tobaveafked  the  broker 
^  how  he  came  by  the  perfon  he  was  offering  roe  for  fale.* 
«  We  Always  fuppofe^'*   faid  another,    "  the  broker  has  a 
"  right  •)  leil  the  perfon  he  offers  us.**     "  I  never  heard  of 
<*  fuch  a  qoeftion  being  aiked,'*    faid  a   third,  and  in"  fliil 
Rronger  terms,  *<  a  man  would  be  thought  a  fool  that  (hodi 
«  put  fu«h  a  queftton/*     Mr.  Wilberforce  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  be  aware  of  the  praSical  utility  of  this  realbning.    It 
was  the  key-ftone  that  held  the  whole  building  together.    By 
the  help  ot  this  convenient  principle,  a  flave  captain  might 
go  op  and  down  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa,  and  fee  nothing 
but  equity  and  juftice;  and  the  African  Committee,  repofing 
on  this  grand  maxim  with  perfe6l  fecurity,  report  gravely 
and  formally,  that  they  had  heard  but  of  two  inftancesot' 
mifcondu£l  in  the  fpace  of  forty  years.    The  flave  captains, 
however,  could  not  he  altogether  abfolved,  even  by  availiog. 
themfelves  to  the  full  of  this  principle,  excellent  as  tt  wai{ 
for  depredations  were  frequently  committed  by  the  Europeaa  \ 
ihips  themfelves,  efpecially  when  they  were  ps^ng  by  any  \ 


V>l€  to  yourfelf,  I  may  bare  the  (atisfaaion  of  adepdag  it  ia  prefr* 
fence. 

I  am, 
With  mudi  refpe^^, 
Sir, 
Tour  moft  hnmblet 

And  moft  obedient  fervmntf 
(Signed)  JOHN  BARHXftr 

WnUamUTilberfirce,  E/q.'* 


Widnefihf  Mwrmngt  Mof^^ 

*•  Ob  my  return  borne  late  kft  nighty  I  found  yont  letter  of  the  it 
^mftant,  in  reply  to  which  I  can  only  fiiy,  I  can  have  no  objeftioaie 
jfour  publifliing  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  April,  adding  only,  thai  ia 
that  cafe,  I  moft  beg  you  to  pnbHfh  the  whole  of  oar  correfpoAdcACC 

lam,  Sir, 

Yottc  moft  obedienr, 

Aad  humble  fervantt 
{Sijae^K  fr/WlLBERFORCB. 
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part  of  the  coaft  \vhcre  they  did  not  mean  to  continue.-^ 
Hence  it  was,  that,  as  feveral  captains  of  the  navj,  and 
MherS)^  bad  given  in  evidence,  the  natives,  who  kept  cautU 
oufly  aloof  from  the  ilave  fliips,  would  never  come  near  the 
men  of  war,  till  folly  fatisfied  they  were  not  of  the  former 
defcription;  after  which  they  laid  afide  their  fears,  and  came 
fend  continued  on  board  with  unfufpeAing  chearfulnefs. 

Bat,  Mr.  Wjlberforce.faid,  he  would  not  detain  theCom^ 
mitteeany  longeron  this  branch  of  the  quellion,  and  added, 
let  us  withdraw  from  this  difgraceful   fcene,  and,  in   the 
words  of  an  emphatic  writer,^*  turp  our  eyes  for  relief  to 
fome  ordinary  wickednefs.**   But  alas!  no  fuch  relief  was  yet 
to  be  enjoyed  by  them :  on  thec<Mitrary,  aftill  more  dreadful 
(bene  was  opening  to  their  view ;  but  he  had  defcrihed  thift 
part  of  the  fubjeS  fo  miM^h  at  large  on  a  former  occafioOy 
that  he  would  fpare  the  Committee  the  pain  of  dwelling  long 
on  it  now.    Let  them  but  reprefent  to  themielves  a  veSel,  in 
a  fultry  climate,  heaped  to  the  very  brim  with  thefe  unhappv 
wretches,  torn  from  their  homes  in  the  way  he  had  defcribed^ 
and  ignorant  whither  they  were  going.     He  fcarcely  knew 
bow  to  exprefs  himfelf ;  he  could  only  fay,  he  was  perfuaded 
that  if  the  Committee  could  be  tranfported  where  they  might 
behold  this  dreadful  fpe^iaclr^  and  after  having  taken  a  gene* 
ralfurvey  of  its  multifarious  wretchednefs,  if  they  were  them 
to  liflen  to  each  man's  particular  tale  of  forrow,  they  would 
want  no  other  arguqnent  for  the  abolition.    It  appeared  frotn 
the  evidence,  that  in  the  year  1788,  at  the  very  moment 
when  they  were  agitating  this  fubjeA  within  the  walls  of 
Parliament,  all  thofe  dreadful  occurrences  which  he  was  dc- 
fcribing  were  a£lually  going  forward  on  board  theflave  (hips; 
the  fame  dancing  in  fetters,  the  fame  Cnging^  the  lame  eatiqg 
by  compuliion,  the  fame  de(i>air^  the  fame  infanity,  and  all 
the  other  abominations  with  which  thistradewaschara£lerized* 
New  infiaiices  occurred,  wherein  thefe  wretched  men  (elud** 
ing  the  vigilance  of  their  perfecutors,  who  knowing  what 
they  had  to  expeft,  had  provided  againil  it  by  the  ufual  high 
netting,  that  (landing  precaution  of  an  African  (hip)  threw 
ihemfelves  into  the  Tea,  and  more  than  one,  when  in  tlie  a£t 
of  drowning,  wereobferved  to  wave  their  hands  in  triumph, 
exulting,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  eye-witnefs,  <<  that  they  had 
cfcaped.**  Yet  thefe  things,    viewed  through  that  African 
medium  he  had  already  named,  took  a  different  (hape  and 
colour.     It  was  Taid  by  an  adverfe  witnefs,  Captain  Knox, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  *'  flaves  lie,  during  the  night,  in  tole- 
rable com  tort  :**  now,  coniidering  thai  they  were  coupled  in 
fetters,  and  were  often  fufiering  under  a  diforder,  the  c£k€t% 
of  which  were  too  naufeous  for  defcription,  in  order  to  cor- 
refpond  with  the  Committee's  ideas  of  tolerable  comfort,  it^Ie 
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might  leem  requifite  that  they  fliould  at  leaft  Bave  room  to 
fie  on  riieir  backs ;  but  hoW,  ih  hSt  Werd  they  fometiffies  ac- 
commodated? In  one  of  Captain  knox*s  own  voyages,  in > 
yelTel  of  120  tons,  he  had  29oilaves,  and  a  ipac^  whi<6h, 
according,  to  his  account,  would  hav6  held  43  tnore,  beinj^ 
otherwife  occupied,  the  whole  might  be  faid  to  cofitaili  35J; 
and  with  this  proportion  of  men  and  tonnage.  Captain  Knot 
frankly  declared,  that  perhaps  they  had  not  all  the  breadth  of 
their  back^.     Yet,  in  another  voyage,  in  a  veflel  of  108  tons 
he  carried  450;  and  in  a  third,  oifrom  130  to  T50  tons,  he 
carried  6coflaves;  neither  (hould  it  be  forgotten,  that  the 
Iiumber  of'feamen  being  alwayi  increafed  in  proportion  to  tb 
{laves,  they  alto  muit  have  been  more  numerous  in  the  tw6 
lail  voyages.     What,  in  this  iituation,  mud  have  been  dse 
comfort  of  tHe  flaves,  he  left  to  the  confideration  and  fpeling^ 
of  the  Committee.     Another  inftatice  of  this  Africari  feS- 
deception,  was  to  be  found  on  the  record  of  the  Committe6| 
in  the  cafe  of  a  Captain,  of  whom  he  had  heard  that  he  w^ 
one  of  th?  hisfft  ever  engaged   in  that  tradel,  arid  of  whoHi 
Mr,  "Wilberforce  did  riot  doubt,  that,  in  any  dth^r  Ctuatioi^ 
■he  would  have  been  alive  t6  the  feelings  of  humanity  ;  it  hsA 
been  aflerted,  th^t  he  had  held  hot  coals  to  the  mouth  of^ 
^{lave,  in  order  to  compel  hini  to  eat ;  but  being  queftiooed  cp 
the  circumftance^    not  admitfihg^  in  the  fpirit  of  African 
logic,    that  qulfacit  per  alium  jacit  per  fey  he  denied  tile 
;  charge  with  indignation.     *«  I  did  not,*  faid  he,  **  and  I  dd^ 
<*  any  body  to  prove  that  1  did.**    **  Did  you   never  order 
<^  fuch  a  thing  to  be  done?^  <<  Being  fick  in  my  cabin,  the 
^<  chief  mate  and  furgeon,  at  different  times,  informed   sae 
^^  that  there  was  a  man  upon  the  main  deck,  that  would  ilei* 
*•  ther  eat,  drink,  nor   fpeak :  I  deiired  them  to  ofe  erery 
<'  means  in  their  power  to  perfuade  him  to  fpeak,  and  afli^ 
<^  rea^ns  for  his  £lence.  '  I  defired  them  to  make   fome  of 
.  *'  the  other  flaves  endeavour  to  make  him  fpeak  t  When  I  was 
.^'  informed  he  flill   remained  obflinate,  and  not  knovulf 
<'  whether  it  was  fulkinefs  or  infanity,  I  6rder^  the  cfa« 
<'  mate,  or  furgeon,  or  both,  to  prefent  him  with  a  piece  of 
'<  fire  in  one  hand,  and  a  piece  of  yam  in  the  other,  sind  to  1^ 
.*^  me  know  what  ef{e£t  that  had  upon  him;  it  was  reported  ! 
'*  to  me,  that  he  took  the  yam  and  eat  it,  and  threw  the  firs  ] 
.    **  overboard.'*    This,    faid  Mr.  Wilberforce,  is  eating  By  { 
dureffiy  if  any  thing  can  be  called  fo;  the  Ca^ain,  howewt  j 
triumphs  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  expedient,  and   concludes  lii 
,      narrative  by  telling  you  that  this  very  flave  was  afiterwaiiiB^ 
fold  for  40L  at  t3renada*     Mark  here  the  moral  of  the  tde^ 
and  learn  the  nature  and*  the  cure  of  fulkinefs. 
.    Mr.  Wilberforce  next  obferved  that  if  there  coold  be  any 
aggravation  of  the  injuries  inflided  by  t!^  £aropeans»  oir 
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the  inhabitants  of  this  devoted  landy  it  was  afforded,  by,con- 
^dering  who  they  were  that  were  fo  treated,  and  what  wak 
tiieir  fituatiori  iri  their  owit  country.  So  long  had  he  been  con- 
▼erfant  ^ith  tbe  whole  of  this  great  (ubjeft,  that  on  everjr 
part  of  it  a  crowd  of  ideas  ruihed  into  his  mind ;  but  he'  woula 
endeavour  fo  to  confine  hiinfelf  within  particular  points  as  t6 
^void  trefpaffing  too  long  upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee* 
One  witnefs  fpoke  of  the  acutenefs  of  theiir  capacities ;  another 
of  Ike  extent  of  their  memory;  a  third  of  their  genius  for 
commerce ;  others  of  their  good  workmanihip  in  gold,  iron, 
and  leather;  the  peculiarly  excellent  texture  of  their  clotH, 
and  the  beautiful  and  indelible  tindlure  of  the  dyes;  audit 
was  acknowledged  by  all,  that  they  fupplied  the  {hips  with 
manyarticlesof provifion,  with  wood  and  water,  and  oth^r 
necefiaries;  feveral  mentioned,  in  high  terms,  their  peaceable 
and  gentle  difpofitions;  their  chearfulnefs,  and  their  bofpl* 
tality ;  eVen  thofe  who  were  nominally  flaves,  lived  a  com- 
fortable,  h^ppy  life,  and  were  not  liable  to  be  puniihed  but 
^r  crimes,  nor  to  foe  ibid  without  the  form  of  a  trial,  nor  in 
(bme  parts  without  th^  verdi£l  of  a  jury.  When  one  of  the 
opponent^  witnefles  isafked  concerning  their  condition  and 
treatment,  he  fliews  by  his  anfwer  the  imprei&on  made  on  hit 
fbind ;  he  defcribes  them  as  fitting  and  eating  with  their  mafter 
in  the  true  ftyle  of  patriarchal  fimplicity  and  comfort.— 
tVere  thefe,  than,  a  people  incapable  of  complete  civiliza- 
tion ?  It  had  been  maintained,  he  knew,  by  fome,  that  thiy 
were  an  inferior  fpecies ;  that  they  were  even  doomed  by  the 
Almighty  to  the  fufferings  they  underwent^  and  that  we 
were  merely  the  inftruments  of  the  divine  vengeance;  To 
diofe  who  urge  this  argument  ferioufly,  it  were  not  difficult 
fomakda  reply;  though  he  acknowledged  that  the  compati- 
bility of  natural  and  moral  evil  with  the  exiftence  of  an  all- 
powerful,  all-wife,  and  all-merciful  Governor  of  the  world, 
was  a  myftery  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human  intellect.  But 
in  the  mouths  of  thofe,  who,  inftead  of  fubmitting  with  re^ 
lodance  to  the  painful  talk  of  inflidlins;  this  puniihment, 
courted  and  fued  for  the  employment,  and  turned  it  to  the 
pnrpofes  of  their  private  intereft,  it  feemed  to  him  to  deierve 
a  very  difierent  treatment,  and  to  be,  indeed,  nothing  lefs  than 
a  grofs  and  impious  blafphemy* 

Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  tM  having  made  thefe  remarks, 
be  could  fcarcely  entertain  a  doubt  of  there  being  but  one  wifli 
generally  prevalent  in  the  Houfe,  concerning  the  abolition  of 
the  flave-trade.  He  was  aware,  however,  that  an  opinion 
had  gone  forth,  that  the  meafure  would  be  attended  with  in- 
&llihle  ruin  to  the  Weft- India  Iflands.  He  tnifted  he  fhould 
prove  that  the  dire£l:  contrary  was  the  truth;  but  this,  he 
mail  iay,  was  more  than  any  one,  on  any  principles,  had  a 
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nght  to  require*    For  his    own  part,  he  confefled,  tha^ 
confiderinf  the  miferies  this  tradecptailed  on  Africa,  hislibert^ 
of  choice  was  taken  from  him;  he  muft^  at  alletents,  deter* 
snioe  for  the  abolition ;  hot  furel j  no  man,  however  free  he 
might  deem  himfelf  to  decide  011  grounds  of  expedieacj»«- 
would  require  more  at  his  hands  than   that  he  mould  mew 
the  meafure  would  not  prove  abfolutely  ruinous  to  (he  We4^ 
Indies.     No  petty,  no  dubious  intereft  would,  b  j  any  onc^ 
be  ftated  as  a  fufficient  plea  to  juftifj  the  extenfive  and  certain 
evils  be  had  enumerated.    He  would  not  detain  the  Con^ 
mittee  for  a  moment,  in  arguing  againft  the  bringing  of  neif 
lands  into  cultivation,  by  fre/h  importations  of  African  fiaves;  ' 
fpr  even  apart  from  every  confideration  of  juftice  and  hum^ 
fiity,  the  impolicy  of  the  meafure  was  indifputably  clear. 
.  Let  the  Committee  confider  the  dreadful  mortality  that  aft- 
tended  the  opening  of  new  lands ;  let  them  look  to  the  en* 
denceofMr.Woolrich,  and  tliere  fee. a  contrail  drawn  be- 
tween the  flow*  perhaps,  but  fure,  progrefs  of  cultivatioi^ 
carried  on  in  the  natural  way,  and  the  attempt  to  force  im- 
provements, which,  however  flattering  the  profpe6l  mig^ 
appear  at  the  outfet,  foon  produced  a  lo^d  of  debt  and  in* 
extricable  embarraflments.     He  might  even   appeal   to -die 
enormous  fum,    (aid  by  the  Weft   Indians  themfelves  to 
.  amount  to  more  than  20,ooo,oool,  owing  to  the  people  of 
this  country ;  and  challenge  them,  on  any  principles,  tocoa* 
tend  that  any  new  fyftem  would  involve  th^m  fodeep  as  that 
on  which  they  had  hitlterto  proceeded.     But  he  would  leave 
this  head,  referring  the  Committee  to  the  evidence  of  Mr 
Irving,  a  gentleman,  to  whofe  abilities  and  merits  the  Hoafe 
and  the  country  were  no  ftrangers;  one  of  the  few  men  Mr« 
Wilherforce  had  known,    who  united    great  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  detail,  with  a  deep  and  comprehenfive  view  of 
thegeneral  principles  of  the  commercial  fyflem.     He  called 
on  the  Houfe  at  large,  and  particularly  on  any  gentlefaenof 
the  Weft  Indies,  who  might  be  prefent,  to  Uften  tohim  calm* 
ly  and  dlfpaftiQnately,  and  he  was  perfuaded  tliey  would  re- 
^  joice  as  much  as  he  could  do,  if  he  were  able  to  malce  out  his 

point.  The  grand  bafis  on  which  were  bottomed  all  the  ob- 
jections of  tliofe  who  maintained  the  contrary  opinion,  he  ap- 
prehended to  be  tiiis,  that  the  ftock  of  ilavesnow  in  the  iflands, 
could  not  be  kept  up  by  propagation,  bqt  that  it  was  necef- 
fary,  from  time  to  time,  to  recruit  them  with  imported  Afri- 
cans. In  dired  refutation  of  this  pofition,  he  fhould  provf  J 
firft,  that  in  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  negroes, 
there  were  caufes  fu£Bcient  to  afford  us  reafon  to  expeSti 
confiderable  decreafe,  particularly  that  their  jncreafe  had  not 
been  a  ferious  obje£l  of  attention  ;  fecondly,  that  this  decreafe 
Was,  in  fad,  notwithftanding,  very  trifline^  or  jrather,  he 

o      veJjeveQi 


A.  1791*  D    £.  B    A    T    £    S^  299^ 

belieted^  he  migjbt  declare  it  had  now  aduaHjr  cear€d;and 
tbiidly>  he  ihouldurge  manj^  dire£t  and  collateral  fadls  and 
arpimeDts^  conftltutine,  on  the  whole,  an  irrefiflible  proof 
that  even  a  rapid  increafe  might  henceforth  be  expefled* 

It  wat  much  to  be  lamented,  he  faid,  that  on  both  fides^ 
this  great  fubjeA  had  been  treated  in  a  manner  by  no  meana 
calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  a  cool  and  deliberate  en- 
quiry ;  there  had  been  top  much  warmth  and  acrimony.     For 
bis  own  part,  he  hoped  he  had  always  both  thought  and  fpoke 
with  candour  and  moderation.    In  judging  and  fpeaking  of 
the  condition  and  treatment  of  ilaves  in  th^  Weft  Indies,  he 
had  never  adopted  thofe  indifcriminate  cenfures,  into  which 
.  (bme  had  incautioufly  fallen.    It  would  be  in  the  higheft  de- 
wee  unjufi  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weft  Indies,  not  to  ob- 
fenre  thU  diftin£lion,  and  a  due  regard  to  it  would  have  tend- 
ed to  foften    afperity,  and  even  perhaps   to  have  prevented 
Qiuch  of  the  oppofition  they  have  given.    In  ftating,  as  be 
was  about  to  do,  the  leading  circumftances  of  the  condition 
ef  the  negroes,  it  would,  however,  be  neceflary  to  remark, 
that,  whatever  fplendid  inftances  there  might  be  of  good 
treatment^  there  were  fome  evils  of  almoft  univerlal  opera^ 
tion,  fuch  he  meant  as  were  neceflarily  connefled  with  a 
fjfieai  of  flavery*     Above  all,  the  ftate  of  degradation  to 
which  the  Haves  were  reduced,  deferved  to  be  noticed  in  this 
regard,  and  from  which  the  Urorft  confequences  refulted  in  a 
tfionfand  ways,  both  to  their  own  comfort,  and  even  to  their 
mafters'  interefts*    Of  this  there  could  not  be  a  more  (Iriking 
proof  than  the  utter  inattention  to  them  as  moral  agents.    It- 
was  not  merely  that  they  were^  worked  under  the  whip  like 
cattle;  but  no  attempts  were  ever  made  to  inftrud  them  in 
the  principles  of  religion  and  morality.    This,    together 
with  the  acknowledged  negled  of  any  attempt  to  introduce 
ftgnlar  marriage  among  them,  applieadiredlly  to  the  queftion 
concerning  their  increafe,  and  tended  to  refute  the  not  ton  of 
Its  having  been  feriouily  attended  to.     The  gentlemen  wl;o 
aflerted  this,  and  who  laid  they  could  point  out  nothing  de- 
fedivein  the  treatment  of  ilaves,  had  ft-ankly  confefted  that 
tbeirmdrals  were  utterly  neglected,  and   that  the  beft  confo- 
l|iiences  might  beexpefied  to  refult  from  their  being  attend* 
^  to;  and  bow  could  it  but  be  fo,  when,  as  was  declared  by 
theib  very  fame  gentlemen,  promifcuous  intcrcourfe,  early 
|>roftitotton,  and  exceflive  indulgence  in  fpirituous  liquors, 
^rere  roarerial  cauies  of  their  decreafe?  Indeed,  the  happy  ef- 
fc£tt  of  inftrudiog  the  flaves  in  the  principles  of  religion,  had 
'lately  heen  experimentally  proved,  particularly  in  the  liland 
of  Antigua,  were,  under  the  teaching  of  the  Moravians  and 
Methodift%  they  had  fo  far  profited,  that  the  planters  them- 
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>  tclrtn  eojfikSdd'  their  valae,  as  property,  was  increafed  on^ 
third  by  their  increifed  habits  ot  regularity  and  iiiduftxy. 
Whatever  might  have  been  faid  to  the  contrary,  it  waf 
plainly  to  be  inferred,  from  the  evidence,  jthat  theMaves  had 
not  been  under  the  proteS^ion  of  law.  Colonial  ftatutes  ha^- 
indeed,  in  fome  cafes,  been  pafled,  which  might  feem  to  affbru 
them  a  fort  of  qualified  protedion  ;  but,  however  ill  treated 
by  their  mafters,  they  had  not  been  confi4ered  as  having  ^ 
right  to  any  redrefs.  A  curious  inftance  in  point  occurred  to 
his  recolledion:  it  was  contained  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Roi|| 
a  gentleman,  for  whom  he  muft  be  allowed  to  exprefs  fentir 
ments  of  unfeigtied  refpe6t  and  regard.  There  was  fomething 
in  the  manner  of  his  coming  forward,  to  give  his  te0i men y; 
that  refleded  the  higheft  honour  on  his  charader.  Sonne  of 
his  neareft  and  moft  intimate  connections  were  in  the  Weft 
Indian  line;  but  when  he  (Mr  Wilberforce)  without  any 
previous  acquaintance  or  intrpduAion,  called  him  forth  to 
tell  what  he  knew,  he  did  not  difregard  the  appeal,  but  ftept 
forward  from  a  principle  of  duty  which  fpperfeded  all  per* 
fonal  confiderations.  Mr.  Rofs  mentions  an  inftance  of  afto- 
niihing  cruelty,  committed  by  a  Tew.  It  was  but  juftice  to 
add,  that  thenian  was  confidered  with  deteftation  whenever 
the  circuniftance  was  told ;  but,  thoggh  a  matter  of  nqtorietyf 
it  does  not  feem  to  have  entered  into  the  contemplation  of 

.  any  perfon,  to  call  him  to  a  legal  account ;  and  Mr.  Rofs  ex* 
prefsly  declared,  that  he  conceived  a  mafter  had  a  right  to 
punim  his  flave  in  whatever  manner  he  might  think  proper. 
The  fame  was  declared  by  numberlefs  other  witnefles.  Thcr« 
would  be  no  end  of  going  into  particulars.  An  aflertion^ 
however,  was  to  be  found  to  the  contrary,  and  fome  records 
of  convi£tions  had  been  ferit  over  as  proofs  of  it.  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce went  into  the  particulars  of  thefe  records,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refuting  the  ^onclufion  they  were  meant  to  efta- 
bKfh;  particularly  remarking,  that  the  convictions  weit 
all  of  a  very  late  date,  and  that  in  one  of  them,  where  a 
mafter  had  cruelly  cut  the  mouth  of  a  child,  of  fix  years  o](L 
a^moft  from  ear  to  ear,  fo  ftrange  and  fo  novel  a  doArine  did 
it  appear  to  the  jury,  that  a  mafter  was  liable  to  puniftiment 
for  any  2A  of  cruelty  exercifed  pn  a  flave,  that  they  brougfiC 
in  a  conditional  verdidl,  <^  guilty,  fubjef^  to  the  opinion  of 
"  the  court,  if  immoderate  corre<ftion  of  a  fiav«,  by  hit 
inafter,  be  a  crime  indidable.**  The  court  detejrtnined  in  the 
affirmative;  and  what  was  thepunifhment  of  this  abominable 
ad  of  barbarity?  a  fine  of  40  ftiillingj  tirrrtfncy,  equivalent 
to  about  2^  ftiiUings  of  our  money  !  the  flaves  were  bat  tU  off 
in  point  of  medical  care;  though  that  was  an  artitle  wherein 
it  might  be  expeded  there  would  be  the  leaft  defe6t»  when 
they  were  the  property  of  affluent  planters^  becaufe  it  was 
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that  in  which  a  prudent  regard  to  intertft^  was  the  leaft  like* 
]y  to  be  counterafled  by  any  fudden  eSe&g  of  pafllon.  Some-> 
times  4  or  5,  or  even  8  or  9000  flaves,  were  under  the  care 
of  one  medical  man;  which,  difperfed  on  different  and  diflant 
eilates,  were  a  greater  number  than  he  could  properly  attend 
to. 

There  was  reafon  to  believe  tbe  flaves  in  general  were  under-  * 
fed  :  he  might  r^fer  to  the  pofitive  declarations  to  that  effedt 
contained  in  the  evidence,  and  would  confirm  them  by  two 
or  three  additional  arguments.  The  flaves,  in  general^  were 
fapported  partly  by  the  produce  of  their  own  provifion- 
ground,  partly  by  an  allowance  from  their  mafter  of  flour  or 
grain.  In  thofeiflands  wherein  the  produce  of  the  former 
were  very  trifling,  ov.Mng  to  long  and  frequent  droughts^ 
th<*ir  allowed  food,  inftead  of  being  proportionably  greater, 
was  adtually  lefs,  than  in  other  iflands,  where  this  produce 
was  the  rarft  confiderable.  In  one  of  the  iflands,  where,  wp 
arc  told,  provifioa  ground  does  not  anfwer  one  year  in  three, 
it  was  from  5  to  9  pints  per  week  :  in  Dominica,  where  thefe 
never  failed,  from  6  to  7  quarts;  and  yet,  even  in  the  latter, 
it  was  univerfally  remarked,  that  the  flaves  were  in  far  better 
health  and  fpirits,  during  the  five  or  fix  months  of  the  crop 
or  harveft  feafon,  notwithflanding  the  much  harder  labour  of 
that  period,  owing  to  their, being  then  fomewhat  better  fed. 
It  appeared,  in  the  evidence  of  a  refpe£table  witnefs  on  the 
fide  of  our  opponents,  that  the  utmoft  weekly  allowance^ 
generally  given  to  a  working  negro  in  Nevis  ana  St.  Chriflo- 
pher's,  where  there  was  no  provifion-ground,  was  but  1 1  pints; 
yet,  in  the  aft  of  Aflembly,  lately  pafled  in  Jamaica,  it  is 
prefcribed,  that  21  pints  (hall  be  allowed  weekly  to  every 
(lave  confined  in  prifon.  In  Nevis  alfo,  fo  long  ago  as  the 
year  1 7 1 7»  the  rate  of  food  was  fixed  at  a  pound^of  meat  or 
£(h,  and  a  pound  of  bread,  daily*  A  prifon  allowance  is  not 
in  general  meant  to  be  fuch  as  will  pamper  the  body ;  yet  how 
much  does  it  here  exceed  that  of  the  working  field  flaves  ia 
the  old  Leeward  Iflands  ? 

It  waseafy  to  fee  how,  in  the  feveral  particulars  he  had 
been  mentioning,  the  flaves  would  feel  the  bad  effe<5ls  of  their 
mailers' being  embarrafled  in  their  circumftances ;  whence 
would  naturally  refult  an  abridgement  of  their  food,  with  an 
increafe  of  their  labour:  but  this  led  him  to  the  mention  of  a 
capital  caufe  of  the  negroes^  fufFerings,  and  confequent  de* 
creafe.  This  was  the  non  refidcnce  of  the  planters,  many  of 
them  perfons  of  affluent  fortunes,  of  found  underftandings, 
and  liberal  hearts ;  who,  if  they  were  on  the  fpot,  would  at<* 
tend  to  thefe  poor  creatures,  and  feel  themfelves  bound, 
both  by  duty  and  inclination,  to  promote  their  happinefs* 
£ut  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  fend  out  orders,  of  the  execution 
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bf  which  they  could  know  as  little,  as  a  king,  who  lived  ki 
his  capital,  could  anfwer  for  what  was  carrying  on   in  the; 
moft  dil^ant  part  of  his  dominions.     An  honpurable  baronel«| 
Sir  George  Young,  and  many  others,  had  faid,  they  fawtfaVi 
Haves  treated  in  a  manner  they  were  fure  their  owners  woali^ 
have  refented  if  it  had  been  known  to  them :  another  honovi^. 
able  gentleman,  Mr*  Orde,  had  animadverted,  in  the  ftrongi 
eft  terms,  on  the  mifcondud  of  managers;  the  very  chai^ 
of  them,  which  were  confefled  by  almoft  all  planters^  well 
an  irrefragable  proof  of  this  mifcohdud.  Tlte  fad  was,  thatiq 
general  they  fought  to  e(iabli(h  their  characters,  which,  M 
Mr.  Ottley  fuggefts,  is  generally   determined  by  this  confi* 
deration,  the  producing  large  crops  at  a  fmall  imniediate  eiK 
pence,  too  little  confidering  how  far  the  flaives  might  fnftp 
from  ill-treatment  and  excefCve  labour*     Mr.  X^ong  had  do^^ 
ticed,  and  feverely  condemned  this  pradice;  and  even  thf 
managers  thcmfelves  had  acknowledged  it  to  be  their  leadii^ 
principle.     6ut^  if  from  thefe  caufes,   the  fiaves   werefacv 
grievous  fufferers,  even  when  they  belonged  to  opulent  aoi 
worthy  men,  what  muft  thfir  ftate  be,  fubjeft  to  the  fefeW 
exadlions  of  want  or  avarice,  atid  to  the  capricious  cruelty  of 
vulgar  and  unfeeling  tyrants?  the  fad  and  humiliating efieds 
were  but  too  abundant  in  the  pages  of  the  evidence,  and  he 
had  rather  refer  to  them  there,  than  undergo  the  painfiiltafk: 
of  reciting  them,  | 

But,  in  addition  to  all  he  had  already  faid,  concerning  the 
caufes  which  had  prevented  the  keeping  up  the  ftock  of  flaYei 
by  breeding,  he  mull  maintain,  that  it  was  incontefiablf 
proved  that  the  obje6l  had  never  been  ferioufly  attended  io» 
Here  alfo,  he  need  only  appeal  tp  the  teftimony  of  the  moil 
refpedlable  wiinefles,  who  not  only  formed  the  opinion  as  an 
infallible  cpnclufion  from  what  they  faw  with  their  own  eyes, 
but  who  learnt  it  from  the  exprefs  declaration  of  ^he  mana- 
gers and  overfeers  themfelves.  But  this  was  confirmed  by 
the  teftimony  of  their  opponents,  alfo.  Mark  the  ftatccif 
this  controverfy!  the  advocates  for  the  abolition  alledgeJ, 
that  the  increafe  of  the  produce  was  more  attended  to  than 
the  keeping  up  the  ftock:  the reverfe  of  the  propofition  wai 
maintained  by  the  planters.  Now,  it  was  natural  to  imagine 
that  men  would  be  always  beft  informed  on  thofe  fubjeAs 
with  which  their  minds  had  been  moft  converfant.  Yet  it 
was  likewife  evident,  moft  univerfally,  that  the  owners  and 
managers,  when  afked  concerning  planting  and  the  prodoce. 
cf  their  eftates,  are  perfeSly  at  home:  when  alked  concerning 
their  proportion  of  males  and  females,  the  number  of  infants, 
ajid  other  fuch  particulars,  they  know  little  or  nothing  about 
thi  matter.  Even  metrical  men  were  perfe£^  adepts  in  tte 
art  of  planting;  but  when  afked  the  laiter  ^ueftions^  con- 
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neAed  with  breeding  and  rearing,  they  feemed  quite  amasedi 
suid  could  give  no  informatioji. 

Here  it  became  necefTary  to  remind  the, Committee,  that 
in  oppofition  to  ^is  flatement  of  the  condition  and  treatment 
of  the  negroes,  many  very  refpe<£lable  wftnefles  had  been 
called,  and,  in  particular,  feveral  perfons  who  had  ferved  in  , 
the  iflands  in  high  profeiTional  fituations*  He  knew  what 
was  due  to  their  worth  and  chara(£lers;  and  he  trufted  that 
they  would  do  him  the  judice  not  to  think  him  guilty  of  th$ 
fmalleft  degree  of  perfonal  difrefpefl,  whilft  in  the  difcharge 
of  a  duty  which  was  indifpenfable  to  the  talk  he  had  under- 
taken, he  fhould  freely  canvas  their  declarations.  In  the 
firft  place,  he  muft  enter  a  general  proteft  againft  their  tefti- 
woiij*  He  had  formerly  ftated,  that  an  Admiral's  vifit  to 
a  plantation  muft  make  a  holiday,  and  ^otld  aiFord  no  ade* 
qtiate  idea  of  the  general  Atuation  of  the  ilaves.  This,  in* 
deed,  might  reafonably  be  imagined;  but  the  Committee 
was  now  told  as  much  by  one  of  the  party.  "  I  have  often,** 
fays  Mr.  Rofs,  **  had  the  honour  of  attending  both  Gover- 
^  nors  and  Admirals  upon  tours  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica;  in 
^  the  courfe  of  which,  the  eftates  generally  vifited  belonged 
f*  to  gentlemen  of  diftinflion,  where  we  were  entertained 
^  with  every  mark  of  relpeft,  and  whofe  eftates  in  general 
^  might  be  conftdered  in  high  order  and  good  management; 
^  and  it  is  not  likely,  even  upon  gcing  into  the  fields 
**  or  works  where  the  negroes  were  employed,  but  that  at- 
*'  tention  would  be  paid  by  the  white  people  and  drivers,  not 
**  to  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  ftrangers  of  diftinflion,  by 
f^  the  exercife  of  the  whip,  or  the  infliding  of  puniftiments 
^  at  that  particular  time ;  and  even  if  ther^  were  any  difguft- 
f^  ing  ohjedls,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  they  would  be 
^  renaoved  upon  fuch  occaiions.**  In  fad,  thefe  gentlemen 
afforded  many  proofs  o^  their  being  under  the  influence  of 
prejudice.  Two  or  three  he  would  mention:  they,  many 
of  them,  declared  that  the  abolition  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  Now,  every  perfon  will  acknowledge,  that 
this  mutt  depend  upon  the  praflicability  of  keeping  up  the 
jftock^  without  African  fupplies  :  yet,  when  aiked  as  to  this 
rtrcomftance,'  their  anfwer  is.  They  know  nothing  about  it  | 
Hence  it  appeared,  they  had  formed  a  conclufion  without 
premifes,  a  fuperftrudlure  without  a  foundation,  which,  of 
courfe,  rouft  fall  to  the  ground.  Another  point  worthy  of 
obfervation  was,  that  their  evidence  often  extended  through  a 
kx^  feries  of  years.  No  defed,  no  ill  treatment,  is  remark- 
p^  in  any  portion  of  the  time,  nor  is  there  any  diftindion 
of  perioils.  The  flaves  are  uniformly  well  cloathed,  fo  well 
fed,  fo  well  treated,  that  nothing  can  exceed  it:  yet,  almoft  ^ 

jp  the  fame  brea^tb^  yon  are  told  of  their  amendea  fituation, 
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and  that  they  are  now  far  better  ofFthan  they  were  formerly. 
One  of  them,  to  whoqi  his  country  is  under  high  obligations^ 
in  proof  that  the  negroes  enjoy  the  prote6)ion  of  laws,  men- 
tions a  mafter's  having  been*  fentenced  to  death  for  the  wfur^ 
der  of  his  own  flave;  but  the  recoIle£iion  of  the  refpeAabfo 
peifon^ge  muft  furely  have  failed  him  here;  for  the  fad  iSf 
that  the  murder  of  a  flave  was  not  then  a  capital  crime.     Bof  ^ 
it  was  lefs  extraordinary,  that  the  noble   perfon  alluded  to„ 
fliould  be  miftaken  on  a  fubje6t  not  within  bis  own  province^' 
when  others  weic  mifmformed  on  it^  to  whom   it  more  im* 
mediately  beloniied.     Of  this  there  were  repeated  inftanceSi 
A  very  refpeflable  governor  being  a(ked,  whether  a  oiafter 
-was  liable  to  bepuniflied  capitally  for  the  murder  of  his  own! 
flave,  replied}  **  he  never  entertained  a  doubt  of  ichimielf«' 
**  nor  ever  heard  a  doubt  of  it  expreflfed  by  any  fenfjble  ©t 
**  reafonable  man;*^  y^t,  had  he  looked  into  the  ftatute-hooh 
of  his  own  Ifland,  he  would   have  found,    that  the    wilfbL 
murder  of  a  flave  was  punilhable  only  by   a  fine  of  about 
:8ol.  fterling.     This  however  was  a  heavier  penalty  than 
that  inflidted  by  the   Barbadoes  law;  for  i^l.   flerling   was 
there  the  amount  of  it.     In  faft,  their  opponents*  witneflest 
by  attempting  to  prove  too  much,  had  proved  nothing.     The^ 
flaves  were  faid  to  be  in  a  belter  ftate  than  the  peaiantry  of 
this  country,  whom,  toufethe  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  1 
Rofs,  he  would  not  "  infult  with  a  comparifon ;"    and  thofe 
very  circumltances  had  been  infixed  on  as  proofs  of  the  aflcr- 
tion,  by  which  it  was  moft  palpably  refuted. 

It  had  been  declared,  alfo,  that  the  negroes  were  happier 
as  flaves,  than  if  they  were  made  free;  and  that,  when  madd 
free,  they  never  returned  to  Africa.  1  here  was  fcarce,  per- 
haps, in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  bufmefs,  a  more'ftrikrng 
proof  of  prejudice,  than  was  afforded  by  the  firft  of  thefeaf- 
iertions.  He  allowed  that  a  flave,  who  was  induflrious,  and 
in  a  fitoation  wherein  he  might,  to  advantage,  difpofeof  any 
commodities  he  had  been  able  to  raife  for  fale,  could  annually 
lay  by  a  little  money,  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  glad  to 
have  it  to  fay,  he  believed,  was  never  taken  from  him. — 
When  the  favings  of  many  years  at  length  had  accumulated 
toa  confiderable  amount,  how  did  they  then  difpofe  of  it? 
With  this  fum,  for  which  they  had  been  ftruggling  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives,  they  went  to  their  maAers 
and  bought  their  freedom;  they  purchafed  their  releafefrotn 
their  fituation  of  fuperior  happint-fs,  by  the  facrifice  of  their 
.  Jaft  fhiliing  !  and  there  was  (carcely  any  inftanc^  "mentioned 
of  a  flave's  poflfefling  property,  which  was  not'  accompanied 
by  that  of  his  having  thus  employed  it:  or,  when  they 
thought  the  little  which  was  left  of  their  own  lives  not  worth 
sede^ing,  they  would  purchafe  the  freedom  of  a  fon,  a 
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brother,  orafifter;  thus  affording  at  once,  a  proof  of  the 
Talaethey  fet  on  freedom,  and  of  difintereftednefs  and  foetal 
affedion,  which  did  honour  to  the  human  chara6ter«  But 
the  argument  might  be  puihed  ftill  farther.  It  was  not  ntieivlj- 
that  the 'Haves  themfelves  defired  their  freedom,  ignorant  per* 
haps  bf  what  might  really  contribute  to  their  happinefs,  but 
it  was  by  the  gift  of  it  that  their  mailers  remunerated  theic 
long  and  faithful  fervices,  as  t]ie  heft  reward  with  which  they 
couid  be  recompenfed.  Mr.  Wilberforce  would  not  fo  ca- 
lumniate the  Weft  .Indians,  as  to  fuppofe  they  meant  only  to 
mock  thefe  poor  people  with  a  real  evil,  for  an  imnginarr 
good ;  nor  yet  that  they  were  mocked  by  the  laws  which  held 
torth  to  them  this  boon  of  freedom,  as  the  moft  valuable  re- 
compence  they  could  receive.  The  diffatisfad^ion  of  the 
llaTes  with  their  ftate  of  bondage  would  appear  ftill  more  ftrik- 
ing,  when  it  ftioqld  be  confidereH,  that  they  who  bought 
their  own  freedom,  in  the  manner   he  had  al>ove  defcril^,  ^ 

from  the  habits  of  induflry,  which  were  included  in  the  very 
idea  of  acquiring  Tq  much  property,  were  likely  to  have  fmart* 
ed  Icfs  than  ordinary  under  the  whip  of  the  driver ;  and  that 
they  rouft  rather  befuppofed  to  be  influenced  by  the  evils  of 
their  prefent  ftate,  than  by  thefweeis  of  that  to  which  they 
afpire;  for  f^ifir  freedom;  when  obtained,  was  ftill  a  ftate 
of  unprotected  degradation,  liable,  as  fufEciently  appeared  by 
the  evidence,*  to  perpetual  injury  and  iniult. 

With  regard  alfo  to  Jheir  not  returning  to  Africa,  this 
was  an  argument  which  could  hardly  be  urged  with  feriouf- 
nefs.  Sinking  into  years,  perhaps,  before  they  ^ad  faved 
^ough  to  purchafe  freedom,  and  thus  procure  to  themfelves 
the  opportunity,  was  it  to  be  expedled  they  ftiould  venture 
acrofs  the  Atlantic?  if  they  could  even  reach  their  homes  in 
fafety,  all  their  kindred  and  connexions  would  be  now,  per- 
haps, n6  more;  and  when,  above  all,  they  would  reafonably 
apprehend  they  might  once  more  be  kidnapped,  once  more 
hurried  on  board  a  fliip,  a4id  again  forced  to  endure,  and 
again  furvive  the  horrors  of  the  middle  paflage!  but  this  love 
of  their  native  country,  and  their  defire  to  return  to  it,  wat 
proved  beyond  a  doubt :  many  of  the  witneiles  had  heard  them 
talk  of  it  in  terms  of  the  ftrongeft  affedion.  The  afls  of  fuicide 
were  frequent,  which,  under  their  miftaken  notions,  they 
committed  as  the  readieft  means  of  getting  home,  and  under 
the  fame  notion  that,  by  death,  they  were  reftored  to  their 
native  land.  Captain  Wilfon  aflures  us,  that  the  funerals, 
which,  in  Africa,  were  accompanied  with  lamentations  and 
cries  of  Ibrrow,  were  attended,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  with 
every  mark  of  exultation  and  joy. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  trufted  that,  on  the  whole,  he  had  made 
good  his  firft  propofition,  that  the  caufes  of  decreafe  were^fe  t 
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many  and  fo  great,  that  this  decreafe  might  reafonably  have 
been  expeAed  to  be  very  confiderable.  In  fad,  however, 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which,  he  conceived,  he  might 
take  as  a  fair  fpeciinen  of  the  whole,  it  was  very  trifling;  or 
rather,  he  believed,  he  might  aflert,  it  had  entirely  cea&d 
fome  years  ago,  and  that  the  decreafe  was  only  on  the  imt>ort« 
ed  flaves.  He  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  at  prefent  with 
any  thing  more  than  the  refult  of  the  calculations;  but  he  was 
ready  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  them  whenever  he  fhould  be 
defired.  In  the  report  of  the  Privy  Council,  they  had  the 
numbers  imported,  and  the  adually  exifting  numbers  during 
the  laft  90  years.  From  169810  1730,  a  period  of  32  years^ 
the  decreafe  appeared  to  be  three  and  a  half  percent;  in  the 
fecond  period,  from  1730  to  1755*  the  decreafe  was  two 
and  a  half  per  cent;  in  the  third  period,  from  1755  ^^  ^7^^t 
it  was  leilened  to  one  and  three  quarters;  and  from  1768,  to 
1788,  at  the  utmoft,  it  was  not  more  than  one  per  cent| 
which  alfo  muft  be  afcribed  in  a  great  degree  to  an  extraor* 
dinary  feries  of  hurricanes,  and  confequent  famines,  leaving  a 
lofs  that  would  be  fully  accounted  for  by  the  numbers  of  ioi* 
ported  Africans  who'  perifhed  in  the  feafoning^  a  caufe  of 
mortality  which,  it  was  evident,  would  ceaf^  with  the  im* 
portation.  From  this,  and  other  confide^atfens,  he  felt 
himfelf  warranted  to  aflert,  that  the  flaves  in  Jamaica  were 
now  aflually  increafing:  nor  need  this  furprue  the  Com* 
mtttee;  for  it  was  borne  out  by  the  pofitive  teftimony  of 
Dr.  Anderfon,  a  phyfician  of  confuterable  eminence,  who 
folen>nly  gave  in  evidence,  two  years  ago,  to  the  Af&mbly 
of  Jamaica,  after  enumerating  the  caufes  of  the  mortality  of 
flaves,  that,  notwithftanding  all  thefe,  he  believed  that  ther^ 
was  a  confiderable  increafe  on  the  properties  of  t\tc  iiland, 
and  particularly  in  the  parifli  in  which  he  refided. 

Mr.  Wilberrorce  faid,  he  would  now  proceed  to  fulfil  his 
engagement,  and  bring  forward  fuch  fa<Slsand  reafoningsas 
juftihed  his  perfuafion,  that  the  flaves  muft  henceforth  be  ex* 
pe<^ed  to  incr€afe,  and  that  even  rapidly.  And,  in  thi  firft 
place,  he  muft  draw  a  moft  important  inference  from  the  gra- 
dual leflTening  of  the  decreafe  which  he  bad  already  flrated;  for 
as  this  had  uniformly  kept  pace  with  the  melioration  of  tiie 
flaves'  treatment,  lo  there  was  every  reafon  to  hope,  that  as 
this  fhould  be  flili  mended,  the  decreafe  would  continue  to 
Jeflen  in  proportion.  This  expe6lation  was  put  almoft  he* 
yond  a  doubt  by  tjie  following  circumflance,  that  wherever 
any  one  of  thofe  caufes,  to  which  he  had  afcribed  the  decreafe 
of  flaves,  had  been  either  wholly,  or  in  a  great  degree,  re-, 
mov^d,  the  decreafe  appeared  to  hqve  been  ftopped,  though 
all  the  other  caufes  continued  in  full  operation.  Thus,  in 
the  cafe  of  feveral  of  their  opponentsV  witne&&  ^enever 
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tb«  gentleman  examined  had  fed,  or  managed,  or  treated  his  , 
ilaves  better  than  ordinary,  you  were  almoft  fure  to  hear,  in 
the  fequel,  that  he  had  kept  up  the  number  of  his  £ang^ 
Mr.  Willockgave  his  flaves  an  uncommonly  large  allowance 
pf  food,  and  their  increafe  was  accordingly.  Mr.  Ottley, 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  and  many  others,  aiforded  alfo  pleafing 
examples  of  a  fimilar  nature;  and  the  inftances  of  eftates 
which  appeared  in  the  evjdence  to  have  kept  up  their  numbers 
were  very  many,  and  almoft  always  to  be  accounted  for  from 
Ibmecircumftance  of  good  treatment.  In  (hort,  it  would 
weary  the  Committee  to  enumerate  the  inftances  of  planta*- 
tions  which  are  ftated  in  the  evidence  to  have  kept  up  their 
DQinbers.  A  remedy  had  been  lately  found  for  a  diforder  by 
which  vaft  numbers  of  infants  had  been  formerly  fwept  away. 
Mr.  Long  had  laid  it  down,  that  whenever  the  flaves  fhould 
bear  a  certain  proportion  to  the  produce  they  might  be  ex-» 
peded  to  keep  up  tlieir  numbers,  and- this  proportion  they 
now  exceeded.  The  Aflembly  of  Jamaica  had  given  it  as  their 
opinion,  <*  That  when  once  the  fexes  fhall  become  nearly 
^  eqaal  in  point  of  number,  there  was  no  reafon  to  fuppote 
^  that  the  increafe  of  the  hegroes.  by  generation,  will  fall 
**  Ihott  of  the  natural  increafe  of  the  labouring  poor  of  Great 
^  Britain.**  The  Committee  would  be  aware  that  the  inequa- 
lity here  fpoken  ol^  could  only  exift  in  the  cafe  of  the  Afrt« 
can  negroes,  of  whom  more  males  than  females  an^  import- 
«L  It  was  his  decided  opinion,  for  various  reaibns,  with 
which  at  prefent  he  would  not  trouble  the  Committee,  that 
thedifproportion,  even  in  this  part  of  the  iiland  ftock,  was 
by  no  means  great,  nor  would  he  allow,  for  a  moment,  that 
it  wasfuch  as  could  countera£l  the  natural  courfe  of  popu* 
latioD.  In  this  he  was  certainly  confirmed  by  Dr.  Anderfon^ 
who  gave  no  hint  to  the  Committee,  that,  in  the  parifli 
therein  he  redded,  one  of  the  largeft  in  Jamaica,  the' males 
and  females  were  in  any  other  than  the  ordinary  proportion, 
nor  even  that  any  more  than  common  attention  was  paid  to 
the  flaves;  yet  there,  he  faid,  of  his  own  knowledge,  they 
wereiocreafing.  Nor  ihoold  it  be  ohjeded,  that  feveral  per- 
fais  of  undoubted  credit  had  ftated,  that  they  had  in  vain, 
endeavoured  to  keep  up  their  gangs  without  purchafe;  for,  if 
this  argument  were  to  be  deemed  conclufive,  it  might  be  prov- 
ed that  the  people  of  this  and  of  every  other  country,  were 
Vapidly  decreafing.    Should  an  inquiry  on  that   head  be  car- 

2 iag  forward,  many  individuals  might  come  and  declare^ 
2t  their  families  had  been  fwept  away  by  confumption^ 
fever,  or  fome  contagious  diforder,  in  fpitc  of  the  moft  watch^ 
felcare,  and  the  beft  medical  affiftance;  all  this  might  be 
Yety  tme,  but  it  would  afford  no  fair  inference  as  to  the* 
feneral  pofitioa^-.  ^ 
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But  to  proceed  to  thi  fadts  which  muft  confirm  the  ti»p^ 
dip  the  Committee  beyond  the  pof&bHity  of  doubting,  without 
ftopping  to  infill  on  what  was  univerfally  acknowledged, 
that  the  negroes  were  a  very  prolific  people  in  their  owa 
country,  he  mud  point  the  Committee's  attention  to  the 
Continent  of  Ameiica:  there  it  would  be  found,  that  the 
ilaves  hadincreaf^d  at  a  rate  which  was  truely  ailonifliing,  in 
one  inflance,  from  200  to  500  in  tile  fpace  of  about  50  years. 
From  one  end  of  tlie  Continent  to  the  other,  this  increafe 
was  undeni;Al>ly  eftaSliflied;  though  theclima  e  was  far  mote 
unfavourable  than  that  of  the  Weil  Indies  to  theconftitutioos 
of  the  negroes,  who  not  only  had  to  contend  with  the  feveriry 
of  cold  n  the  winter,  but  in  fome,  parts,  with  noxious  ex** 
halations  in  the  fummer,  from  which  the  white  inhabitants 
fled  to  the  towns  as  from  a  peftilence.  The  only  obfervable 
diitini^ion  was,  that  they  were  tnuch  better  fed,  and,  in  fome 
places,  moredomeiticattd;  yet  thefe  circumflances  produced 
the  difference  he  had  mentioned,  though  fo  powerfully  coun* 
terafled  by  an  unfavourable  climate. 

Helhould  next  diredt  their  eye  to  another  part  of  the  worlJj 
where,  as  if  to  (how  that  there  could  be  no  fituation  in 
which  thefe  people  would  not  keep  up  their  nLmlers,  tbey 
would  be  found  to  have  done  fo  at  a  place  the  rooft  u» 
healthy,  he  believed,  in  the  habitable  world.  He  fpoke  of 
the  fettlement  of  Bencoolen,  where  itappeitred,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr*  Both  a  mi  that  a  number  of  negroes,  who  had 
been  imported  in  the  fame  difpro{)ortion  of  fexes  that  is  in 
the  Well  India  cargoes,  and  under  the  fame  difadvantaget, 
as  in  the  iflands,  of  promlfcuous  intercourfe  and  general  pro* 
ilitution,  after  they  had  been  fettled  a  fhort  time,  began  an- 
nually  to  increafe. 
^  But  the  Weft  Indies  themfelves  would  furnifha  ftill  nior* 

remarkable  inftance:  about  the  beginning  of  thii  century  an 
African  ihip  was  wrecked  upon  the  ifland  of  St«  Vincent. 
The  number  of  negroes  that  efcaped  is  not  known.  It  was  to. 
be  fuppofed  the  difp  report  ion  of  the  fexes  was  atleaft  as  great 
as  in  the  cargoes  at  this  day.  They  had  every  difficulty  to 
contend  againft,  were  wholly  unprovided  with  neceflaries  and 
obliged  to  maintain  a  conftant  war  with  the  native  Caribbs; 
^et  tliey  had  foon  multiplied  to  an  aftonifliing  number,  and 
Mr.  Ottley  declares  that  lie  believes  them  ftill  to  be  on  the 
increafe,  precluding,  at  the  fame  time,  a  way  of  accounting, 
for  it,  which  had  been  fomewhere  fuggefted,  by  adding,  ai 
he  has  heard  and  believe?,  they  never  permit  the  run-away 
flaves  to  incorporate  with  them,  and  that  they  have  a  pecu* 
liar  mark,  produced  by  flattening  the  forehead  in  infancy,  by 
which  thev  are  readily  diflioguiihed  from  all  other  negroes* 
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This  is  not  all:  it  appeared,  from  Sir  John  Dalling^s  evi* 
dence,  that  the  domeffic  flaves  in  Jamaica  increafed,  ahdy 
from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Long,  that  there  was  an  increafe 
among  the  free  blacks  and  mulattoes.  But  Mr^  Wilberforce 
was  aware  that  one  inftance  of  a  contrary  nature  would  be 
brought  forward,  contained  in  the  evidence  of  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  whofe  name  he  could  not  mention^  wiithout  cx<- 
preffinff  regret  for  his  recent  lofs,  in  common  with  many 
other  Members  of  that  Houfe«  That  rentleman  had  in* 
formed  th$  Committee,  he  had  heard  that  the  maroons  iit 
Jamaica,  had  in  I739»  amounted  to  3CXX)  men  fit  to  carry- 
arms,  which  Mr*  Wilberforce  need  not  inform  the  Corn* 
mittee,  fuppofes  the  whole  number  about  12,000;  but  that. 
Hi  the  year  1789.,  after  every  poiTible  exertion^  to  get  all 
fheir  fighting  men  to  turn  out  to  defend  the  ifland  againft 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  he  found,  tq  his  great  aftonilh- 
meht,  that  the  fighting  then  did  not  then  amount  to  300. 
Sir  Archibald  added^  that  he  underftood  they  were  decreafing 
daily :  nor  was  this  furprillng,  confidering  they  had  a  free 
acceifs  to  i{)irits,  of^which  they  are  remarkably  fond,  and 
tliat  they  often  cohabited  with  the  women  of  the  neighbour- 
log  plantations,  and  confet]uently  were  not  recruited,  in 
ifaefe  inilances,  by  the  addition  of  their  own  pfogeny.  It  is 
true,  fomeofthe  Witnefl*es,  in  favour  of  the  abolition,  had 
Hud  they  believed  thefe  mafoons  inereafed;  but  their  opinion 
tK)uld  hardly  be  received  in  contradiAion  to  Sir  Archibald 
Campbells,  and  the  reafons  by  which  it  is  fupported. 

But  what,  added  Mr.  Wilberforce,  would  the  Committee 
fay,  when  he  fhould  prove  decifively,  that  thefe  very  people, 
'  from  the  adual  enumerations  of  two  different  periods,  had 
.  doubled  their  numl>er  in  two  and  thirty  years  ?  about  the  year 
1733,  it  was  declared,  in  an  a£l  of  the  Jamaica  Aflembly^ 
that,  notwithftanding  every  effort  made  againft  them,  they 
fiill  inereafed  upon  their  hands/  A  long  and  bloody  war 
focceeded,  and  they  were  fo  greatly  reduced  that,  whatever 
their  numbers  might  have  been  in  1 739,  which  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  fee'ms  to  ilate  only  from  popular  rumour,  they 
were,  according  to  Mr.  Long,  actually  numbered  in  17499 
ivhen  they  amounted  to  about  660  in  all,  having  150  men 
fit  to  carry  arms.  Thefe,  we  find,  from  Sir  Archibald 
Campbeirs  aAual  muflerin  1782,  had  inereafed  to  near  300 
of  thefatnedefcription,  which  gives  1200  in  the  whole;  and 
the  account  is  confirmed  by  an  intermediate  return  of  177O9 
coDUined  in  the  Privy  Council's  Report,  whrn  they  were 
jufl  fo  far  in  their  way  to  the  laft -mentioned  number  as  you 
would expeA  to  find  them,  being  216  men  fit  to. carry  arms, 
and  in  the  whole  885.  Nor  Qught  it  to  be  forgotten  that, 
in  1749,  ^^^  proportion  of  men  to  women  was  nearly  four  to  , 
Vql.  XXIX.  E  e  Digi^^^^  ^v^ifi«gle 
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three,  a  greater  inequality  than  the  opponent^  (latedy  and 
much  more  than  they  acknowledged  to  exift  among  the  flaves 
in  Jamaica, 

Mr.  VVilberforce  apologized  fof  having  dwelt  fo  long  on 
this  branch  6f  the  argdment ;  but  it  was  that  which  was 
more  important  than  all  9thers,  confideritig  the  queflion-io 
^  ^a  political  view ;  and,  though  he  could  never,  for  a  cnomeoly 
illow  himfetf  to  rentaiu  tinder  the  imputation  of  forming  his 
own  dcciiiot)  on  grounds  of  policy,  yet  he  held  it  an  e&n- 
tial  duty,'  in  his  lituatidn,  to  d6  his  beft  to  quiet  ih;:  appre* 
henfions  of  the  planters,  and  to  convince  them  that  the  abo- 
lition of  thfe  flave  tratfe,  indifpenfible  on  every  principle  of 
religion  and  humanity,  would  notbe  irijuriousto  their  inte- 
refts.  After  all  he  had  faid,  was  there  any  one  (b  confirmed 
in  prejudice  as  to  maintain  that  the  negr6es  would  not  keep 
up  their  numbers,  if  this  were  made,  in  any  degree,  a  fobjeft 
of  attention?  the  reverfe  was  proved  by  fouild  ^eafonmg.  It 
was  confirmed  by  unqueftionable  fadls*  l\\  their  native  coon* 
try,  the  negroes  were  prolific  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  by  one  of 
our  opponents  it  was  faid,  that  they  cfould  continually  throw 
ofFfrefh  fwarms,  without  feeling  the  Icrfs  of  them.  In  Anfiericsf 
through  all  her  provinces^  they  had  increatfed;  they  had  in- 
creafed  alfo  in  Behcoolen;  the  Caribbs  had  Increafed  iff  St. 
Vinceni''s,  and  the  maroons  in  Jamaica;  fhefrec  blacks  artd 
mulattoes  intreafe ;  Dr.  Anderfdn  attefts  that  the  field  Oavds 
themfelves  infcreafe,  and  multitudes  of  particular  inftancesof 
'  increafe  are  ftated  in  tife  evidence.  The  deci'eafe  is  dated  to 
be  trifting,  though  no  attention  appears  to  haVe  been  paid  ta 
the  fubjeft.  That  dtcreafe  has  been  gradually  leflening, 
and  wherievtra  ffnglecaufeofithas  been  removed,  manyilill 
remaining,  it  has  altogethef  ceafed.  Sofcly,  faid  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  this  forms,  on  the  whole,  a  body  of  proof  which  is 
Otterly  irrefiftihle, 

Mr.  Wilberforde  ntW  proceeded  to  treat  of  the  confi^ 
queftces  of  th<f abolition  in  other  views;  on  which  belaid, 
he  would  be  as  brief  as  poffible.  And  firft,  as  to  its  eSeA  cm 
fhe  marine;  He  had  uniformly  afTerted,  that  this  trade  was 
the  grave,  rather  than  the  nurfery,  of  fearaen;  he  knew,  h« 
could  rely  oh  the  fidelity  and  accuracy  of  the  gentleman,  hf 
whom  this  fuhje£k  had  been  invefligated;  but  if  his  ftatenients 
bad  wanted  any  authentication,  they  were  cbnfirined  beyond 
a  doubt,  by  an  abftraft  juft  laid  before  the  Houfis,  of  the 
Liverpool  and  Briftol  mufler- rolls.  Frotrt  theft  it  woiirf 
appear,  that.  In  350  flave  veflels,  having  00  board  12,263 
pei-fons,  264^  were  loft  fn  twelve  months;  whereas,  in  46s 
Weft-India-men,  having  onboard  ^640  perfons,  118  only 
Irere  loft  in  feven  months.  This  fully  equalled,  or  rathei 
eKce^d^d,  the  lofiesilated  linr  Mr.  Qlarkfonr*    Time  was  n» 
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part  of  this  whole  fubjed  on  which  the  Committee  had  a 
more  complete  body  of  evidence  than  on  this.     Lord  Rodney 
bimfelf  declared,  **  the  flave  trade  is  certainly  not  a  nurfery     . 
>*  for  feamen.**    Governor  Parry's  letter,    trom  Barbadoes,' 
would  never,    he  hoped>    be  forgotten.     The  evidence  of 
Mr.  Rofs  was  clear  on  thispoint;  and  Mr.  Edwards  himfelf, 
whilft  with  juftice  be  complimented  his  countrymen  on  their 
humanity  10  the  abje<£i  feamen  who   w?ere  left  in  Jamaica, 
fhewed,  at  lead,  that  they  were  fo  left.     Sir  George  Y  oung 
and  Captain  Thompfon  were  very  copious  here,  and  d.ecifive 
a*  to  the  general  ill  treatment  of  the  crews  of  Guineamen,  of 
which,  however,  thefingle  fadl  of  their  always  wifhing  to 
quit  their  (bigs  for  a  man  of  war,  whilft  the  dire£l  contrary 
happens  in  every  other  trade,   was  a  more  conclufive  proof 
than  the  multitude  pf  [»irticular  inftances  of  ill  treatment  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  adduce.     The  inAance  of  Captain  Hall 
was  very  remarkable,  who  being  in  the  imprefs  fervice  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  at  a  time  when  feamen  were  extremely  wanted, 
not  for  zQive  fervice  only  but  to  fend  home  the  prizes   which 
bad  been  taken  on  the  12th  of  April,  having  brought  off 
3c  bands,    whom  he  felefled  with  care  from  a  crew  of  70, 
WIS  reprimanded    by  his    Admiral    for    introducing  fuch 
wretches  into  the  fleet,  who  were  likely  rather  to  weaken  its  , 
ftrength,  by  communicating  infectious  diforders,  itlian  to 
render  it  any  fervice.     Nor  w:^s  it  only  to  the  conftitutions  of 
failors  that  this  trade. was  iryurious;  nt  dehafed  alfoand  de- 
.graded  their  moral  character.     Qaptair>  Smith  had  declared, 
that  <<  when  employed  to  board  Guineamen  for  the  purpofe 
'*  of  impreffing  men,  although  he  had  boarded  perhaps  near 
^*  20  veSeii,  he  never  was  able  to  get  more  than  two  men^ 
^^  and  thefe  turned  out  luch  cruel  inhuman   fellows,   that, 
*^  although  good  feameii,  he  was  under  a  neceSity  of  difmiftT- 
^  iog^theoi  the  fliip.^    But  oneof  the  moft  difgracc^I  illuf- 
trations  of  tbi«  charge,  was  contained  in  the  e\Mdenc6'of  Mf^ 
ftofs,   who,    having  declared  that  his  mind  furniflied  him 
with  a  recollection  of  a  great  number  of  inftances,    wherein 
the  flave  trade  had  been  productive  of  great  deftrciftion  and 
inifery.  to  the  human  race,  both  blacks  and  whites,  f^s^tedthe 
£ift  to  which  Mr.  Wilberforce  had  been  referring,   marked, 
as  he  obierved,   with  peculiar  circumftanqes  of  horror!  An 
African  ihip  had  ftruck  on  fome  fhoals,   called   the  Mprant 
Keys,  a  few  leagues  from   the  eaft  end  of  Jamaica.     The 
officers  and  feamen  landed  in  their  boats,  carrying  with  them 
ttmsand  proviTion,  leaving  the  flaves  o^  board  in  their  irons 
and  (hackles.     This  happened  in  the  night!  When  morning 
^me,   it  was  difcovere*the  negroes  had  got  out  of  their 
irons,  and,  (hame  to  the  Europeans !  not  fatisfied  with  faving 
ffaemfelves  only,  were  bufy  making  rafts,  won  which  they     , 
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plaodd  the  women  and  children^  tbe  men,  and  otlier^  capablf 

of  fwiroming^  attending  on  theoi,  whilft  they  drifted  before 

the  wind  towards  the  ifland  whe|ie  th^  feamen   h^  landed^ 

The  minds  of  thefe,  if,  by  the  habits  of  the  Have  trade>  the]^ 

had  not  become  hardened  againfl  every  feeling  of  hniiianity. 

muft  have  been  moved  by  (o  intere|ling  a  fcene:   they  woul4 

have  been  eager  to  repair  their  former  cruel   neeleiSt^    an4 

to  lend  them>    though  late,    their  befl   afilAapce.     But  wha; 

was  indeed  thefequel?  <'  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  ne-* 

*«  grpes  would  confume  the  water  and  proviiion  which  ibcy 

<<  had   landed,    they  came  to  a  refolution  to  jleftroy  the  a«». 

<<  groes,  by  means  of  their  fire  arms  and  other  weapons,  aii4 

<<  as  the  poor  wretches  approached  the  fhore,    they  aflually 

**  deftroycd  between  3  and  400!    Oi^tof  the  whole   cargOi 

*^  only  33  or  34  were  faved,  and  brought  to  Kingfton,  wheiy 

<*  thev  were  fold  at  public  vendue.**     It. is  the  chariubli 

conjecture  of  Mr.  Rots,    that  they  were  m  a  ftate  of  intoxi^ 

cation,  when  they  adopted  the  above-men|ioB^d  refolution, 

without  having  firfl  made  an  attempt  to  difpatch  their  boat 

to  Jamaica  for  aflTiftance,    or  a  veilel  to  take  them  and  thf 

flaves  offthe  ifland;  adding  his  perfuafion,  that,  iftheyha4 

aSed  with  common  difcretion,  there  was  iio  nece£[tty  for  de* 

Aroying  one  of  them.     But  this,  there  was  but  too  much 

reafon  to  fear,  was  a  fuppofition  more  of  charity  than  jailice; 

for  there  appeared  no  want  of  coolnefs  and  difcretion,  in  tb< 

precautions  they  took  for    their  own   fafcty.     It   would^ 

however,  be  to  no  purpofe,  Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  to  relieyf 

the  flave  trade  from  this  afi  of  barbarity;    the  ftory  of  the 

Morant  Keys  was  but  parallelled  by  that  of  Captain  Colling* 

wood ;  and  were  you  to  get  lid  of  tbefe,  another,  and  aoothef} 

wotild  ftill  prcfent  itfelf. 

The  volume  of  evidence  which  lay  before  him,  was  filled 
with  amounts  of  difierent  kinds  of  miferies.  His  feeliogs 
were  too  powerfully  worked  on  to  allow  him  to  flop;  ao4 
he  muft  ihut  up  the  book  at  once,  pr  he  muft  read  th^ 
vhole.  Whilft  he  had  been  juft  reading  to  them  the  ftory 
of  the  Morant  keys,  his  eye  had  but  glanced  on  the  ogpofilf 
page,  and  It  met  another  circumftance  of  horror  attending 
this  trade,  which  had  efcaped  him  in  its  proper  place.  It  re^ 
lated  to  what  were  called  the  "  refufe  flaves  'P  wh^t  was£g' 
nified  by  this  term,  he  could  not  better  explain  to  the  Co0»r 
mittee,  than  by  reading  tothem  fome  words  from  Mr-  Rof** 
After  faying  there  were,  in  the  town  of  Kingftop,  a  nuinbtf 
of  people  who  fpeculated  in  the  purchafe  of'  tbe  flaves,  |^ft 
after  the  firft  day's  faje,  for  |the  purpofe  of  carrying  them  t^ 
the  country,  and  retailing  them,  he  proceeded  to  declare^ 
that  he  *<  had  frequently  ieen  the  very  refufe  of  ihe  ilayesof 
f^  Guinea  ftiipsy  laaded  and  carried  to  the  vendve-imftec  u)  f 
■•■■■'■■  ■    ■•    very 
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^  Terv  w|petcfaed  fiate,  fometimc*  in  the  agonies  of  deaths 
■  *^  and  there  fold  at  very  fcnall  prices,  even  as  low  as  a  dollar, 
(c  am)  that  he  had  known  inilance$  of  their  expiring  in' the 
f*  piaz^s  of  the  vendue-roaftjer."  Thp  bare  defcription  fu- 
perfeded  the  neceffity  of  any  remark :  yei  thefe  are  the  fapi-t 
liar  incidents  of  the  Qave  trade  ! 

But  there  were  other  faulities  to  which  feamen^  in  thif 
trade,  were  peculiarly  liable.  In  the  courfe  of  his  inquiries, 
it  bad  occurred  to  him  to  look  into  the  lift  that  was  kept  at 
Lloyd's,,  of  the  cafpalties  that  befel  our  fiiipping,  and  thence 
be  ioon  collected  the  account,  contained  in  the  book  he  hel4 
in  his  hand,  where,  in  fome  years,  it  appeared  one,  in  others 
two,  and  in  others  three,  and  in  one^as  many  as  fix,  fliips^ 
were  cot  off  by  the  natives,  or  deftroyed  in  fome  other  man*, 
iier«  Such  articles  as  thefe  were  every  where  to  be  met 
with :  in  ihort,  the  hifiory  of  this  coinmeripe  was  written 
througlK>ut  in  chara^ers  of  blood, 

Mr.-Wilberforce  came  next  to  the  confideration  of  the  efc 
feSs  of  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  on  thofe  places  by 
frhich  it  was  moft  carried-  on.  He  alluded  to  Briftol  and 
Liverpool,  particularly  the  latter,  of  the  commerce  of  which 
it  had  been  ufualiy  thought  to  confiitute  a  confiderable  (hare* 
Loi^  might  fhe  be  rich  and  f  ourifliing,  provided  it  was  by 
£air  and  honeft  gains ;  and  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  fay, 
that  it  was  not  by  this  deteAable  traffic  that  (he  had  rifen  to 
berprefent  opulence;  and  that, not  only  becaufe  itcompofed 
but  a  thirtieth  part  of  her  export  trade,  hut  alfo  becaufe,  from 
{private  information,  as  well  as  public  documents,  he  was  au* 
tfaorifed  to  fay,  it  was  merely  a  lottery— profitable,  indeed^ 
|o  fome  individuals,  but  a  loilng  trade  on  the  whole.  The 
delegates  from  Liverpool  had  declared,  at  the  bar  of  the 
noufe,  that,  in  order  to  give  the  merchants  a  profit,. he  muft 
be  allpwed  to  carry  a  greater  number  of  flaves,  in  propQjrtiou 
to  his  tonnage,  than  he  was  permitted  by  the  exiftiog  law  ; 
and  in  the  apcoopts  contained  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  of 
|be  toQna^e  of  ihips,  and  the  number  of  flaves  they  carriedl, 
tbe  cargoes  of  a  great  part  of  them  would  be  found  to  be  be-^ 
]aw  that  proportion. 

Of  the  com.merce  of  Briftol,  the  flave  trade  conftituted  ^ 
Aill  fmaller  proportion.  '  For  the  effects  of  the  abolition  on 
the  general  commerce,  and  on  the  manufadures  of  Great 
Britain,  he  would  refe^  the  Committee,  once  more,  to  the 
evidence-of  Mr.  Irving,  where  they  would  find  that  the  be* 
Befits  of  ijts  continuance,  in  thefe  views,  had  been  extreroel]^ 
exaggerated.  The  medium  value  of  Britiih  manufaflures, 
exported  to  Africa,  amounted  but  to  bjetween  four  and  five 
boodred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  there  was  no  doubt  but 
tbat  tbe  fuserjiQr  capital,  ingenuity,  induAry,  and  integrity, 
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fthe  Britifh  manufa£turer,  would  command  new  markets 
for  the  produce  qf  his  Induftry,  when  this  ihould  be  no  more; 
but  he  ftiould  advert  hereafter  to  this  fubjefl.  He  might 
have  h^en  warranted  to  call  our  exports  to  Africa-  a  trifle, 
confidering  that  the  VAlue  of  Britiih  manufaSures^  of  late  ex- 
ported from  this  country,  exceeds  that  of  the  moft  flourifk- 
ing  period  before  the  laft  war>  in  the  fum  of  2,500,0001. 
One  branch,  indeed,  of  our  manufaftures,  he  muft  confefsi 
was  likely  to  fuffer  from  the  abolition,  and  that  was  the  ma- 
nufa(^ure  of  gunpowder,  of  which  the  nature  of  our  connec- 
tion With  Africa,  drew  from  us  ^s  tnpch  gs  we  exported  t§ 
all  the  refl  of  the  world  betides* 

He  hailened,  however,  tp  another  part  of  the  argument, 
on  which  It  would  be  necef&ry  for  him  to  take  up  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Houfe.-  By  many  perfons  it  had  }|pen  faid  to 
him,  "  We  wifti,  asearneftly  as  yoa  can  do,  to  put  an  end 
•*  to  the  flave  trade,  but  we  cannot  approve  of  your  mode. 
'*  Allow  it  to  be  carried  on  for  fome  time  longer;  fot,  by  ) 
**  haAy  abolition,  you  will  difpleaie  the  Legiflatures  of  the 
**  Weft- India  iflands,  on  whom  you  muft,  in  faf^,  depend 
"  for  fuch'a  melioration  of  the  flaves*  condition,  as,  by  in- 
**  Turing  the  keeping  up  of  the  numbers,  will  prevent  tbo 
**  neceffityof  importation.  It  is  by  them  the  laws  rouftbe 
**  pafled  for  the  prote<5iion  of  flaves,  and-  it  is  by  the  magif- 
'<  trates,  and  others  in  the  inlands,  that  thefe  laws  muft  be 
<•  enforced  *  Now,  faid  Mr,  Wilberforce,  I  am  diredlly  at 
iffue  with  thefe  gentlemen ;  ai>d  though  the  efft&s  of  the 
Have  trade  on  Africa,  were  not  fuch  as  to  preclude  eveij 
ideaof  r^^ulation,  I  fhould  be  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  tin 
abolition'  was  to  be  recommended  as  the  beft,  and  indeed  tht 
only  certain,  mode  of  To  far  amending  the  treatment  of  flaves 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  to  fecure  their  increafe.  Mr.  Wilbcr- 
force  added,  that  lie  trufted  he  ihould  prove'  that  the  mode 
preferred  by  thefe  gentlemen  was  at  once  inefficacious  and 
vnfafe.  In  order  to  ihew  the  inefUcacy  of  ?my  Jaws  which 
might  bepaftedfor  fecuringgood  treatment  to  the  flaves,  it 
would  he  fufficient  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  if  they  were  not 
already  aware  of  it,  that  the  evidence  of  negroes  is,  in  no 
cafe,  admitted  againft  white  men.  The  confequences  of  this 
would  be  obvious,  when  it  Ihould  be  confidered  that  there 
were  feldom  more  than  one  or  two  white  men  on  a  planta- 
tion ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Grenada  anfwer,  that 
•*  thofe  who  were  capable  of  the  guilt  in  queftion,  will,  in 
•*  general,  be  artful  enough  to  prevent  any  but  flaves  being 
"  witnefles  of  the  faft."  Hence  it  had  arifen,  that  when 
pofitive  laws  had  been  made,  in  fome  of  the  iflands,  for  ths 
prote£lion  of  the  flaves,  the^y  had  been  found  almoft  a  dead 
letter,  as-  was  abundantly  pj^oved  in  the  evidence  before  them. 
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But,  granting  it  were  poiGble,  by  poiitive  Ia\Y9j  to  protect 
the  flaves  from  the  extremes  of  ill  ufage,  from  murder  and 
mutilation^  by  what  laws  could  they  hope  to  enter  into  every 
man's  domeftic  conccrnSj  and  regulate  the  interior  economy 
of  his  houfe  and  plantation  ?  This  wc^ld  be  fomething  more 
than  a  general  excife,  and  what  never  could,  or  would  be 
borne  by  freemen.  Yet  on  all  thefe,  and.  innumerable  other 
minutenefle5,  muft  depend  the  comfort  of  the  flaves'  fituation, 
.  and  the  probability  of  their  increafe.  A  new  ^ftem,  in- 
deed, had  been  attempted  to  be  introduced,  by  which  indi- 
viduals, under  the  name  of  guardians,  were,  by  turns,  to  at- 
tend to  cJirrying  the  laws  into  execution ;  but  alt  this  ma- 
chinery would  be  to  no  purpofe;  and  falong  as  it  continued 
in  a6)icm,  it  would  make  every  man  a  fpy  upon  his  neigh- 
boar's  conduft :  it  would  poifon  the  comforts  of  dome llic 
life,  and  deftroy  the  confidence  of  fecial  intercourie. — 
Would  any  one,  therefore,  conceive  it  poflSble,  that  it  (hould 
prove  efficient,  or  if  fo,  that  it  could  long  continue  in  ope- 
lation  }  But  it  would  be  concealing  too  much  to  admit,  that, 
even  in  greater  matters,  the  laws  would  be  efFeflual  It  was 
univerfally  allowed,  that  the  regulations  of  the  CcJe  Noir^ 
however  excellent,  had  been  utterly  negle£ted  in  the  French^ 
Weft-India  iflands,  though  there  was  an  ofEcer  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  feeing  ihem  enforced, 
Theprovifions  of  the  Diredtorio  had  teen  but  of  little  more 
arail  in  the  Portug'uefe  fettlements,  nor  the  inilitution  of  a 
Protefior  of  the  Indians  in  thofe  of  the  Spaniards  This 
leflbn  of  the  futility  of  flave  laws,  was  fo  -xperimentally  in- 
culcated on  the  fpot,  that  many  in  the  iflands  alcnbed  the 
bills  which  had  been  lately  paflTed,  to  a  difp  (ition  to  blind 
the  peopleof  this  country,  rather  than  to  any  ferious  expec- 
tation of  being  able  to  carry  thqm  into  exccu!  ion.  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  for  his  own  part,  fincerely*difclaimed  any  fuch  opi- 
nion :  on  the  contrary,  he  gave  ample  credit  to  many  of  thofe 
who  had  an  aflive  fhare  in  bringing  them  forward;  and,  in  • 
particular,  he  had  read$  with  pleafure,  the  language  on  that 
fubjedt  of  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  before  had  occafion 
to' allude.  5ut,  after  all  tl.eir  regulations,  what  Jecjree  rf 
prote£tion  the  flaves  would  enjoy,  might  be  inferred  fr  jin  the' 
admiflion  of  the  gentleman  by  whom  this  very  plan  liad  be'^n 
recommended  ;  no  ordinary  man,  but  aperfonofdifcernment 
and  legal  refources.  He  ha'd  propofed  a  limitation  of  the 
number  of  lafhes,  to  be  given, by  the  mafter  or  overfeer,  for 
oneofllence;  but  when^afl^ed,  "  Can  you  fuggeft  any  mode 
••  by  which  the  mafter  can  be  brought-to  punifhmenr,  even 
•*  it  he  fliould  give  the  fl:fve  tver  fo  great  a  number  of  lafties, 
«*  in  a  ftioft  fpace  of  time,  fcreening  himfelf  under  the  arti- 
^  fice  #f  fpUtting  one  critpe  into  many,  and  giving  the  li'* 
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**  mitcd  numher  of  laflies  for  each  ?*  he  frankty  repliedp  ^  I 
**  can  devife  none,  while  the  evid^nce^  of  Haves  continnea 
*'  inadiiiif&ble  againft  their  mafters;*'  After  this,  whd 
would  maintain,  that  the  treatment  of  flaves  by  their  mafters 
coal '  be  made  fubjedl  to  the  regulations  of  the  law  ?  The 
artifice  fuggefted  beforei  was  not  an  ideal  one :  they  who 
had  read  the  evidence,  would  recollect  a  difgufling  idflanctf 
of  it  recorded  by  Captain  Cook ;  Wherein  an  inhuman 
wretch,  in  Barbadoes,  had  chained  a  negro  girl,  of  abotft 
nineteen,  to  the  floor,  and  flogged  her  till  ihe  was  nearly  ex* 
piring,  with  agony  and  lofs  of  blood.  After  he  had  retreated 
to  avoid  the  cffeils  of  the  refentment  fo  (hocking  a  fight  na- 
turally kindled  in  perfons  unufed  to  fuch  fcenes,  he  cried  ojt, 
with  exultatian^  ^^  I  have  only  given  her  39  laihes  {!tW 
*<  number  prefcribed  by  lawr]  at  any  one  time,  and  that  I 
*<  have  only  given  her  three  times  fince  the  beginning  of  th^ 
•<*  night  ;*'  adding,  •*  that  he  would  flog  her  to  death  for  all 
<<  any  one,  and  would  have  given  her  the  fourth  39  before! 
**  morning  !** 

But  he  muft  repeat  it,  this  plan  of  amending  the  fitaation 
of  the  flaves,  and  fecuring  their  good  treatment  by  Iaws»  was 
not  inefiicacious  only,  but  unfa^.     He  entered  his  prot^ 
againft  the  fatal  confequences  which  might  refult  froa^  it^ 
and  called  on  thofe  who  were  moft  immediately  interefted  id  | 
the  queftion,  to  lend  their  ferious  attention  to  his  argument.  I 
The  negroes  were  creatures  like  ourfel ves :  they  had  die  famtf  ! 
feelings,  and  even  ftronger  aiFe(5lions  than  our  own ;  but  thei^  i 
minds  were  uninformed,  and  their  moral  characters,  were  al-  \ 
together  debafed.     Men,  in  this  ftate,   were  a! moil  incapa-  \ 
citated  for  the  reception  of  civil  rights.     In  order  to  become 
fit  for  the  enjoyment  of  thefe,  they  muft,  in  fome  meafurei  \ 
be  reftored  to  that  level  from  which  they  had  been  (bunjuflly 
'and  cruelly  degraded.     To  give  them  a  power  of  appealing  i 
to  the  laws,  would  be  to  awaken  in  them  afenfis  of  the  dig-  \ 
nity  of  their  nature*    The  firft  return  of  life,  after  a  fwoon^  ; 
'Was  commonly  a  cortvulfion,  dangerous  at  once  to  the  party  \ 
himfelf  and  to  all  around  him*      Such,  in  the  cafe  of  tl«r  i 
flaves,  Mr.  Wilberforce  feared  might  be  the  confequence  of  I 
a  fudden  communication  of  the  confcioqfnefs  of  civil  rights. 
This  was  a  feeling  it  would  be  dangerous  to  impart,  till  yoU 
(hould  releafe  them  from  fuch  humiliating  and  Ignominious 
diftin6lions,  as,  with  that  confcioufnefs,  they  would  never 
endure.     You  muft  conduft  them  to  the  fituation  in  quef- 
tion, having  firft  prepared  them  for  ir,  and  not  bring  the  fitu- 
ation to  them.     To  be  under  the,  protef^ion  oflaw,  was,  in 
faft,  to  be^  a  freeman  ;  and,  to  unite  flavery  and  freedom  in 
^  one  condition,  was  a  vain  attempt ;  they  were,  in  fafl,  in- 

compatibly and  could  never  coalefcel     With  this  fyftemy 

Digitized  by  i^OOgle  WblCh 


A.  i79t.  DEBATES*  itiy 

Whkh  he  thus  condemned,  he  wifhed  to  contraft  the  aboli- 
tion, which  was  exaflly  fuch  an  agent^  if  he  might  fo  ex- 
prefs  himfelf,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  required.  All  hopes 
'  of  fuppHeg  from  the  Coaft  being  cut  ofF,  breeding  would 
henceforth  become,  what  it  had  never  been  before,  a  ferious 
and  general  obje£l  of  attention,  the  effei^s  of  which  would 
*  not  be  confined  merely  to  thofe  greater  articles  of  better 
feeding  and  milder  difcipline,  but  would  extend  to  innume- 
rable other  particulars,  which  an  ^€t  of  Affembly  could  neU 
ther  fpecify  nor  enforce.  Whatever  might  be  faid  to  the 
'  contrary,  or  whatever  might  have  prevailed  in  the  cafe  of  li- 
beral or  opulent  men,  it  was  plain  too  many  had  gone  upon 
the  fyflera  of  working  out  their  flaves  in  a  few  years,  and 
recruiting  their  gangs  with  imported  Africans.  The  aboli- 
tion would  give  the  death  blow  to  this  fyftem.  The  oppo- 
site ore,  with  all  its  charities,  would  force  itfelf  on  the  mold 
contraded  and  unfeeling  heart.  Ruin  would  ftare  a  man  in 
the  face,  if  he  did  not  conform  to  it.  The  fenfe  of  intereft,  . 
fo  much  talked  oU  would  not,  as  heretofore,  be  a  remote,  a 
fiseble,  or  even  a  dubious  impulfe ;  but  a  call  fo  preffing,  loud, 
ftnd  clear,  that  its  voice  would  be  irrefiftible.  But  its  grand 
excellence  was,  that  it  would  ftand  between  the  abfentee 
mailer  and  his  flaves,  and  fecure  to  them  the  effefls  of  his  \ 

benevolent  intentions.  Managers  would  henceforth  be  forced 
to  make  breeding  the  prime  objefl  of  their  attention  ;  and 
every  non-refident  owner  would  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  terms 
of  Sir  Philip  Gibbs,  "  That  he  Ihould  confider  it  as  the  fault 
•'  of  tl^e  Manager,  if  he  did  not  keep  up  the  numbers.**  This 
reafoaing,  confidering  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  one 
fyflem,  and  the  happy  confequences  of  the  other,  appeared 
to  Mr.  Wilberforce  almoft  felf-evident.  Fadls  were  not 
wanting,  however,  to  confirm  the  truth  of  it.  It  had  been 
remarked  by  the  hiftorian  of  Jamaica,  that  infurreflions  al- 
SDoft  conftantly  owed  their  rife  to  the  African  flaves,  who^ 
not  baring  loft  the  confcioufnefs  of  civil  rights,  which  they 
had  enjoyed  in  their  own  country,  could  not  brook  the  indig- 
nities to  which  they  were  fubjefled  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
tScAi  broke  out  in  general  rebellions,  or  appeared  in  parti- 
cular ads  of  fuicide,  of  which  laft,  though  frequent  among 
the  African  negroes,  he  did  not  recoUedl  to  have  ever  heard 
oFafingle  inftance  among  the  Creoles^  The  fafety  of  his 
fyftem  had  been  tried  already  in  this  relation;  for  it  was  uni- 
\erfally  agreed,  that  the  treatment  of  the  flaves  had  been  gra- 
dually growing  better,  and  infurredions  had  been  lefs  fre- 
quent in  the  lame  proportion.  An  inftance,  in  pointy  was 
aftbrded  by  what  bad  lately  taken  place  in  the  ifland  of  Do- 
minica. '  It  was  notorious^  indeed,  that  the  difturbance  had 
chiefly  arifen  from  fome  runaway  flaves  from  the  Frenchj^ 
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iflanda;  a  circumftance  Which,  as  appeared  from  the  Report 
of  the  Privy  Council,  had  produced  the  fame  confequencei 
feveral  years  before ;  but,  fo  far  as  any  caufe  connected  with 
.  treatment  was  concerned,  what  was  that  caufe,  and  what 
was  the  obje£t  on  which  the  difTatisfadion  of  the  flaves  was 
faid  to  have  faftened  ?  What,  but  that  they  were  not  allowd 
the  full  time  of  recefs  from  labour  to  which  they  bad  a  legal 
right  ?  and  the  quieting  effects  of  mild  treatment  appeared  in 
this,  that  the  f  aves  of  fome  perfons  who  had  been  tteatel 
with  kindnefs,  were  not  among  the  number  of  the  infar- 
gents.  He  could  not  help  adding,  that  he  thought  his  doc- 
trine, that  the  flaves  muft  owe  their  comforts  to  the  mafter^ 
indulgence,  rather  than  to  the  proteSion  of  law,  had  been, 
in  a  coniiderable  degree,  fan£lioned  and  verified,  even  in  tise 
ifland  of  Jamaica;  for,  all  the  laws  for  the  protection  of 
flaves,  which  had  been  formed  into  one  confolidated  ad, 
having  expired  in  1784,  and  the  AiTembly,  owingr,  as  was 
alledged,  to  "  preffing  buftnefs,'*  not  having  revived  it  till 
1 787,  during  the  whole  period  of  three  years  the  flaves  weie 
Ultogether  deftitute  of  the  protedlion  of  all  thofe  fo  inodi 
boafted  ftatutes ;  and  yet  we  do  not  hear  that  they  were,  ia 
any  degree,  better  or  worfe  off  than  when  thefe  continued 
in  force. 

But  when  gentlemen  coolly  talked  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  flave  trade,  through  the  medium  of  the  Weft-India  Le- 
giflatures,  and  of  gradual  abolition,  by  the  means  of  rego- 
lations^  tliey  furely  forgot  the  continent  of  Africa^  and  tfai 
miferies  which'  this  horrid  traffic  occafioned  there,  dariif 
every  moment  of  its  being  allowed  to  continue.  This  con- 
iideration  was  conclufiveon  his  condufl,  when  called  onto 
decide,  whether  the  flave  trade  fhould  be  tolefated  for  a 
while,  or  immediately  put  an  end  to  ?  The  Divine  law 
againft  murder  was  abfolute  and  unqualified,  and  precluded, 
with  him,  every  cbnfidferation  of  expediency.  Whilft,  faid 
he,  we  were  ignorant  of  all  thefe  things,  our  fufiering  them 
to  continue,  might,  in  fome  meafure,  be  pardoned ;  but  now, 
when  our  eyes  are  opened,  can  we  tolerate  them  for  a  mo- 
ment, much  lefs  fan^ion  them,  tinlefs  we  are  ready  at  onC« 
to  determine  that  gainfliall  be  our  god,  and,  like  the  heathent 
of  old,  are  prepared  to  offer  up  human  vlflims  at  the  Ihritlt 
of  our  idolatry  ? 

This  confideration  precluded  alfo  the  giving  heted,  for  an 
inftant,  to  another  plea  which  had  been  often  urged  ahd  in- 
'  fifled  on,  that  if  Great  Britain  were  ro  abolifh  this  trade,  it 
would  be  prot>qrtionably  t^en  up  by  othernatiohs;  for  fa» 
muft  add,  that  he  could  by  no  means  conceive  that  this  was 
likely  to  be  the  cdfe.  If,  in  this  country,  where  the  means 
of  information  were  fo  ^  generally  diffufed,  the  evils  of  this 
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4etefted  commerce  were^never  before  laid  open  Co  tlie  view» 
what  Wonder  if,  in  other  countries,  where  thefe  means  are 
extremely  deficient,  thefe  evils  were  onknown  ?  And  was  it 
&r  to  infer,  from  edids  and  proclamations  encouraging  the 
trade,  which  were  pafled  in  this  ftate  of  ignorance,  that  they 
would  not,  at  once,  revoke  them,  when  their  eyes  ihould  be 
fiiUy  opened  to  its  enormities?  He  would  not  fo  vilify  and 
caluomiate  the  charaAer  of  other  nations,  as,  even  for  a 
VK>iiient,  to  give  place  to  the  contrary  fuppofition. 

But  it  became  Great  Britain,  in  every  view,  to  take  a  for- 
ward part*     One  half  of  this  guilty  commerce  had  been  cari* 
Tied  on  by  her  fubjed^s.-^^As  we  had  been  great  in  our  crime, 
I  kt  us  be  early  in  our  repentance.     If  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
i  dence  had  fliowered  its  bleffings  on  us  in  unparallell'ed  ahun- 
I  dance,  let  us  fhow  ourfelves  grateful,  as  we  ought,  for  the 
I  Ueffings  we  enjoyed,  by  rendering  them  fubfervient  to  thofo 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended.     There  would  be  a 
I  day  of  retribution,  wherein  we  (hould  have  to  give  an  ac- 
I  count  of  all  thofe  talents,  and  faculties,  and  opportunities, 
!  with  which  we  had  been  entrufted-     Let  it  not  then  appear, 
;  that  our  fpperior  power  had  been  employed  to  opprefs  our 
I  fellow'creatures,  and  our  fuperior  light  to  darken  the  crea- 
i  tion  of  God. — ^He  could  not  but  look  forward,  with  delight, 
to  the  happy  profpeds  which  opened  themfelves  to  his  view 
10  Africa,  from  the  abolition  of  the  ilave  trade,  when  a 
commerce,  juftly  deferving  the  name  of  commerce,  (hould 
be  eflablifhed  with  her,  not  like  that,  falfely  fo  calUd,  which 
now  (bbfifted,  and  which  ali  who  are  interefted  for  the  ho-^ 
Hour  of  the  commercial  charader,   though  there  were  no. 
fuperior  principle,  fhould  haften  to  difavow.    Had  this  trade^ 
indeed,  proved  ever  fo  profitable,  his  decifion  would  have 
been  in  no  degree  afiedked  by  that  confideration.     "  Here's 
^  the  fmell  of  blood  on  the  hand  ftill,  and  all  the  perfumes 
^  of  Arabia  cannot  fweeten  it," 

He  doubted  whether  it  was  not  almoft  an  aA  of  unbecom- 
ing condefcenfion  to  ftoop  to  difcuis  the  quellion  in  the  view 
of  commercial  intereft.  On  this  ground,  however,  he  was 
no  lefs  ftrong  than  on  every  other.  Africa  abounded  in 
many  produAions  of  value,  which  (he  would  gladly  ex- 
change for  our  manufadkui-es,  when  thefe  were  not  otherwife 
.  to  be  obtained :  and,  to  what  an  extent  her  demand  might 
then  grow,  exceeded  almoft  the  powers  of  computation  to 
appietiate*  One  inftance  already  exifted  of  a  native  king, 
who  being,  by  his  religion,  debarred  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  therefore  not  feeling  the  irrefiftible  temptation 
to  a6ls  of  rapine,  which  they  afforded  to  his  countrymen, 
had  aboliflicd  the  flave  trade,  throughout  all  bis  dominions, 
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and  was  encouraging  the  arts  of  honeft  and  bloodlefs  in- 
duftry. 

For  his  own  part,  he  proceeded  to  declare,  that  interefted 
as  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  final  event  of  the  qucf- 
tion,  he  was  comparatively  indifferent  as  to  the  prefent  de- 
cifioii  of  the  Houfe.  Whatever  they  might  do,  the  peopk 
of  Great  Britain,  he  was  confident,  would  abolifh  the  fla?c 
trade,  when,  as  would  now  foon  happen,  its  injuAicc  and 
cruelly  ihould  be  fairly  laid  before  them.  It  was  a  neft  of 
ferpents,  which  would  never  have  endured  fo  long,  but  for 
the  darknefs  iii  which  they  lay  hid.  The  light  of  day  would 
now  be  let  in  on  them,  and  they  would  vanifh  from  the  fight. 
For  liimfelf,  he  declared,  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  work  be 
never  would  abandon.  The  confcioufnefs  of  the  juftice  of 
his  caufe  would  carry  him  forward,  though  he  were  aione; 
but  he  could  not  but  derive  encouragement  from  conlidering 
with  whom  he  was  alFociated.  Mr.  Wilberforce  added,  let 
us  not  defpair;  It  is  a  bleffed  caufe,  and  fuccefs,  ere  lon«^ 
will  crown  our  exertions.  Already  we  have  gained  one  vie-- 
tory ;  we  have  obtained,  for  thefe  poor  creatures,  tlie  recog- 
nition of  their  human  nature,  which,  for  a  while,  was  moft 
Ihamefully  denied.  This  is  the  fir  ft  fruits  of  our  efibits; 
let  us  perfevere,  and  our  triumph  will  be  complete.  Never, 
never  will  we  defift  till  we  have  wiped  away  this  fcanda} 
from  the  Chriftian  name,  releafed  ourfelves  from  the  load  of 
guilt,  under  wheh  we  at  prefent  labour,  and  extmgui(hed 
every  trace  of  this  bloody  traflic,  of  which  our  pofterity^ 
looking  back  to  the  hiftory  of  t^efe  enlightened  times,  wiU 
fcarce  believe  that  it  has  been  fuffered  to  exift  fo  long  a  dif- 
grace  and  difhonour  to  this  country. 

Mr,  Wilberforce  then  moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  be 
**  inflrufled  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent 
^^  the  farther  importation  of  flaves  into  the  Britifti  colonies 
«  in  the  Weft  Indies." 
Colonel  Colonel  Tarleton  declared,  that  gratitude  towards  tho& 
Tarleton.  conftituents  who  had  fent  him  fo  honourably  to  that  Hoofe^ 
as  well  as  a  thorough  convi6li.on  of  the  juftice  of  their  caofe, 
impelled  him  to  vindicate  their  charadler  and  property,  al- 
though, perhaps,  from  experience,  or  inability,  hp  might 
not  be  able  to  accomplifti  what  he  fo  ardently  defired.  Ibe 
ingenuity,  the  amplification,  and  the  pathetic  eloquence,  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  having  worked  no  convidion  on 
his  mind,  he  ihould  proceed  to  arrange  the  arguments  he 
had  to  ofFer  againft  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade*  So 
many  branches  of  the  commerce  of  this  country  were  con- 
neded  and  interwoven  with  the  queftion,  that  it  would  be 
neceffary  to  make  ftatements,  form  feveral  calculations,  and 
read  various  extrads,  to  elucidate  the  fubjeil.     Throoghout 
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the  whole  of  what  he  had  to  fay,  he  ihoald  aim  more  at 
perfpicoity  than  embellifhment,  and  labour  rather  to  conr 
vince  the  underflanding  than  bewilder  the  imagination. 

Before  he  entered  upon  any  part  of  the  fubjcd,  he  thought 
it  neceffary,  for  the  fake  of  clearnefs,  and  to  prove  to  gen-: 
tlexnen,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  evade  or  blink  any  ftrong 
part  of  the  queftiony  to  enumerate  the  different  heads  upon 
which  he  was  about  to  fpeak.  He  faid,  he  fhould  Uate  the 
beginning  of  the  trade,  the  fanftion  given  to  it  by  Govern- 
ment, the  manner  of  condudling  the  trade  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  the  tranGt  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  employment  and 
treatment  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  amount  of 
the  property  engaged  in  the  trade,  the  value  of  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  to  this  country,  the  eagernefs  which  other  na- 
tions have  difcovered  to  enlarge  their  flave  trade,  and  the 
importance  of  the  trade  as  a  nuifery  for  Teamen.  He  then 
went  into  an  hi ftorical- account,  from  the  reign- of  Queen 
Elizabeth  down  to  the  prefent  time,  quoting  his  authority, 
and  dwelling  (bme  time  on  this  part  of  the  fubje£t. 

Colonel  Tarleton  next  came  to  the  fanAion  of  Parliament, 
which  had  always  countenanced  the  trade,  and  could  not, 
without  a  breach  of  faith,  be  withdra^Vn;  and  here  he  recol-^ 
letted  what  had  fallen  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
on  a  former  occafion,  and  which  he  thought  applicable  to 
thofe  concerned  in  the  African  trade;  it  was,  that  upon  no 
occafion,  fhort  of  abfolute  neceflity,  ought  private  property 
to  be  feized  by  public  afts,  without  granting  a  compenfation* 
The  Colonel  contended,  that  the  Africans  themtelves  had  no 
objeAions  to  the  trade;  and  many  peop'e  who  were  preju- 
diced againft  it,  had  been  led  away  by  miftuken  humanity^ 
and  often  by  mifreprefentaticn.  With,  regard  to  the  number 
of  deaths  which  happened  on  the  pafllige,  he  had  accefs  to 
examine,  -and  could  diftindlly  ftate  to  the  Committee,  that 
they  never  had  exceeded  in  the  Liverpool  fhips,  on  an  ave- 
rage, five  out  of  a  hundred,  whereas,  in  regiments  ient  to 
the  Weft  Indies  or  America,  the  average  was  about  ten  and 
ai  half  in  the  hundred. 

Many  attempts  had  been  made  to  cultivate  the  lands  in  the 
difierent  iflands  by  white  labourers;*  but  it  was  experienced, 
that  from  the  difference  of  climate,  and  other  caufes,  popu- 
lation had  decreafed,  and  that  thofe  who  took  the  greateft 
pains  to  ac'compliih  this,  found  that,  in  ten  years  time^ 
they  could  not  have  any  proportion  of  whites  at  all  capable 
of  purpofes  of  cultivation.  He  therefore  agreed  in  the  ne- 
ceflity of  the  flave  trade,  if  we  meant  to  carry  on  the  Weft- 
India  commerce  and  cultivation;  and  he  quoted  the  opinions 
of  Governor  Parry,  Admiral  Hotham,  Commodore  Gardiner, 
Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  and  a  long  lift  pf  refpedable  name^r 
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in  fupportof  the  pofition  which  he  had  laid  down.  Next, 
he  gave  the  opinion  of  that  gallant  officer,  Lord  Rodney^ 
refpeding  the  great  advantage  which  accrued  to  the  navy^ 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  by  having  fo  numerous  a 
body  of  mariners,  inured  to  the  climate,  when  we  wifh  to 
fend  a  fleet  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  a  circumftance  worthy  of  at* 
tention.  'And  from  Liverpool  alone,  hefaid,  the  navy  migh( 
be  fupplied  with  993  feamen  annually,  from  the  heft  calco* 
lation  that  could  be  made;  an  objei^t  which  certainly  ough| 
not  to  efcape  the  notice  of  a  wife  Government. 

Colonel  Tarleton  next  remarked,  that  having  received  tbft 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  during  various  ftatements,   which,; 
perhaps,  had  nothing  of  novelty  in  them,  but    which   were 
indifpenfably  neceflary,  and  which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
render  as  concife  as  poffible,  he  would  not  much  longer  tref^ 
pafs  on  its  patience.     It  could  not,  however,  he  trafted,  bo 
deemed^uperfluous,  if  he  mentioned  fome  circumftances  to 
the  Houfe  which  he  might  have  omitted,  or  which  he  had 
not  fufficiently  enforced  to  attradl  its  attention.     He  could 
wifli  gentlemen  to  advert  to  the  property  and  connections 
dependent  on  the  African  trade;  as  much  dependent  on  the 
African  trade,  to  ufe  the  language  of  a  nervous  and  elegant 
writer,  as  a  ♦*  bird  is  on  its  wing  for  food,  and  when  wound- 
**  ed  there,  it  ftarves  P'     He  could  wifti  to  imprefs  gentle- 
men ftrongly  with  the  recolledion  of  the  fandlion  which  the 
African  trade  had  obtained  from  Parliament.     He  could  wiik 
to  remind  them  of  the  length  of  time  the  queftion  of  abolition 
had  been  pending  in  that  Houfe.     He  could  wilh  to  give  as 
'   much  afliftance  as  lay  in  his  power,  which  he  acknowledged 
to  be  extremely  feeble,  to  accelerate  that  adjudication  which 
had  been  fo  often,  and  fo  earneftly,  entreated  by  the  nume- 
rous merchants  and  manufadurers  of  this  country,  whofe  in- 
tereft  had  been  materially  injured  by  procraftination:  and  he 
trufted  that  he  could  not  make  a  futile  appeal  to  that  Houfe, 
when  he  called  upon  its  juftice  to  extend  m  immediate  vote 
of  proteflion  to  the  Weft-India  planters,  whofe  lives  had 
been,  and  were,  expofed  to  imminent  and  hourly  danger,  aiid 
whofe  property  had  undergone  a  fevere  and  unmerited  de- 
preciation, notwithftanding  the  exifting  laws  of  this  country^ 
for  the  inquifitorial  powers  vefted  by  the  conftitution  in  this 
Houfe.     To  what  could  gentlemen  afcribe  that  depreciation  ^ 
To  what  could  they  impute  the  late  infurredion  at  Demi-: 
nica?  which  ifland  the  Governor  lately  pledged   himfelf  to 
hold  in  fubjeftion,  without  the  afliftance  of  the  military,  but 
which  was  lately  faved,  from  horrid  carnage  and   midnight 
butchery,  by  the  adventitious  prefence  of  two   BritiQi  regi- 
ments t  To  what,  he  repeated,  could  gentlemen  impute  this 
infurre^lion,  but  to  the  qyeftion  of  abolition  r    And,  after  a 
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tedious  inveftrgation  on  that  qtieftion  for  near  four  years,  he 
coald  not  difcover  the  flighteft  reafon  to  jaftify  delay,  except 

'gentlemen  could  not  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  decide,  before 
an  infurredion  had  abfolutely  taken  place  at  Jamaica,  when 

-Ae  forrow,  he  had  almoft  faid  the  penitence,  of  the  mover 
and  abettors  of  the  abolition,  and  the  interference  of  that 
Houfe,  would  be  equally  unavailing. 

To  gentleoven  of  great  landed  property,  it  was  unnecef- 
-fiiry  for  him  to  point  out  the  tendency,  and  probable  effeA  o( 
the  propofcd  abolition.     If  he  pofleiTed  all  the  eloquence  and 

^fagenuity  in  that  Houfe,  with  thofe  powerful  auxiliaries,  he 

alhonld  not  be  able  to  convince  them,  that  the  aibolitibtt 
^onld  IdTen  the  national  debt,  increafe  the  commerce  of  the 

'Country,  or  take  one  fradiomfrom  the  oppref&ve  taxes  they 
now  enduredf :  but  he  believed  they  would  give  him  credit, 
inexperienced  as  he  was  in  that  Hou(e,  when  he  plainly  ad* 
Tanced,  that  it  would  have  a  direft  contrary  eflFedl ;  when' 

*1ieaflerted,  that  the  authors  and  .abettors  of  the  a1)olition 
endanger  their  honour,  their  property,  and  their  happinefs ; 

[  and  when  he  inferred,  that  the  Minifter,  not  being  taken  by  * 

vfbrprife,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  fome  capital  refource  in 
ftorr,  either  from  fome  novel  calculation  that  the  land  tax 
would  bear  an  additional  burden,  or  frOm  fome  inexhauftible 
fburce  of  unclaimed  property,  which  had  hitherto  efcaped  the 

I  vigtbnce  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  office,  and  would  compenfate 

[  Co  the  Public  for  fuch  a  diminution  of  the  trade,  and  con* 

I  fequent  defalcation  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

To  the  mercantile  part  of  the  Houfe  he  muft  likewife  ufe 
Isiguage,  which,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  feemed  confonant  to 
the  feelings  of  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  abolition.—- 
^  Gentlemen,  your  fuccefs  in  trade  has  of  late  years  been  lb 
•*  prodigious,  that  it  feems  neceflary  to  fufpend  your  adli- 
*  vity,  by  cutting  off  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  your 
^  comtnerce,  for  the  fake  of  humanity  and  the  honour  of  the 
**  nation.  You  are  to  have  no  farther  refpeft  for,  or  future 
"  confidence  in,  a£ls  of  Parliament.  The  fanSion  of  the 
"  LiBgiflature  is  nothing.  A  few  of  the  Minifterial  fide  of 
^  this-Ht)afe  have  been  gifted  with  religious  infpiration,  and 
"  the  revelation  has  been  extended  to  certain  eminent  per- 
*^  fonages  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  thefe  enlightened 
"  philanthropffts  have  difcovered,  that  it  feems  neceffary, 
^  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation,  ^ 
**  that  ail  Britilh  merchants  concerned  in  the  African  trade, 
**  ihoold  have  their  defigns  barraffed,  their  property  injured, 
*^  and  thdr  reputation  traduced ;  notwithftanding  fuch  per- 
*'  fecutioo  muft  undoubtedly  fofter,  encourage,  and  ag- 
**  grandize  the  farrounding  nations  of  Europe,  who  rival 
^  Great  Briuin  in  her  comioerce  and  in  her  nav:|ga5^q^'J^Q[^ 
1  As^ 
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As  the  fuperftition  and  bigotry,  in  the  thirteenth,  fourteentfai 
and  fifteenth  centuriss,  which,  during  thofe  dark,  ignorant, 
and  barbarous  ages,  liirew  down  every  barrier  erected  by 
reafon  and  by  juftice,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  let  not  a  mlf- 
taken  humanity,  in  thefe  enlightened  times,  furnifh  a  co- 
lourable pretext  for  any  injurious  attack  on  property  or  repo* 
tation. 

But  if  all  the  authorities  whicli  he  had  adduced  were  doubt* 
ful ;  if  his  premifes  were  fallacious ;  if  fome  of  the  circuis* 
Aancesof  crueltry  were  proved,  which  the  abolitionifis  liavc 
only  aiTerted,  and  which,  fortunately  for  this  country,  and 
happily  for  human  nature,  were  unfounded,  he  thought  him-' 
felt  guilty  of  a  rafli  and  impolitic  meafure  in  voting  for  tht 
abolition,  if  he  took  only  a  ou r for y  glance  at  the  finances  «f 
England,  and  her  relative  (itoacion  with  Europe.  He  couU 
not  bring  himfelf  to  think  this  a  convenient  time,  the  coun* 
try  in  an  eligible  fituation,  or  the  Minifter  ferious  iu  liis  io* 
clination  to  make  an  experiment  which  prefents  a  certain 
profpedl  of  lofs,  and  no  probability  of  advantage.  An 
iition  would  inftantly  annihilate  a  trade,  which  annually  ea«> 
ploys  upwards  of  5»500  faitors,  upwards  of  160  ihi|>s,  aoi 
whofe  exports  amount ^to  8oo,oool  (lerling.  And  the  fantf- 
experiment  would  undoubtedly  bring  the  Weft  India  trade  to 
decay,  whofe  exports  and  imports  amount  to  upwards  of 
6,ooo>oool.  fterling,  and  which  gives  employment  to  upwarii^ 
of  160,000  tbns  of  additional  (hipping,  and  failors  in 
portion  ;  all  obje£ls  of  too  great  magnitude  to  be  hazatdeft 
on  an  unneceflary  fpeculation,  which,  in  all  human  prolMl- 
bility,  would  prove  ruinous  to  the  commercial  confequeno^ 
to  the  national  honour,  and  the  political  glory  of  Great  Bn^ 
tain. 
Mr.  Mr.  GrofuenoTy  having  prefaced  his  fpeech  with  many 

Gjrolvcnor  p]iit)ents  to  the  humanity  and  good  intentions  of  the  honoii9>« 
able  mover,  faid,  that  he  had  read  only  the  Report  of  tiifl 
Privy  Council,  for  he  wanted  no  other  evidence,  and  it 
peared  to  him,  from  the  delay  of  two  years,  that  tlie 
nourabie  gentlrman  himfelf  muft  have  great  doubts  of 
propriety  of  his  motion  ;  for,  if  it  was  fo  clear  a  point  as 
was  (declared  to  be  be,  it  could  not  have  needed  either  to  mi 
evidence  or  fo  much  time.  Mr.  Grofvenor  remarked,  t] 
he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  kidnapping  flaves,  and  of 
■  barbarous  praflices.  He  was  forry  for  it;  hut  it  Ihould 
rccollefled,  that  thefe  things  were  the  confequence  of 
natural  law  of  Africa,  and  that  inflead  of  declaiming  z^ 
it,  we  fliould  endeavour,  like  wife  men,  to  turn  it  to 
own  advaritage.  Gentlemen  had  difplayed  a  great  deal 
eloquence  in  exhibiting,  in  horrid  colours,  the  traffic 
flavei.     He  ackno^jvledged  it  was  an  unamiablc  tnice,  fo 
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trere  many  others ;  the  trade  of  a  botcher  was  an  unamiable 
trade,  but  it  was  very  neceflary,  notwithftanding.  He  could 
.flot  help  thinking  there  was  great  reafon  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  motion ;  and  the  more  he  confidered  the  fub- 
jeEkj  the  more  was  he  perfuaded  that  it  was  an  improvident  < 
mA  onwife  meafure«  Mr«  Grofvenor  added,  that  he  would 
ndeavour  to  explain  the  nature  of  his  objedions  to  the  mo- 
flkin,  by  introducing  a  ftory*  When  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
loogh  was  abroad,  tlie  Commander  of  a  garrifon,  which  he 
tfited,  made  an  apology  for  not  faluting  his  Grace,  accord* 
to  the  cttftom,  afluring  hiro  he  bad  one  hundred  reafons  . 
affign  for  not  doing  it.  The  firft  of  which  was,  that  he 
~  no  cannon ;  upon  which  the  Duke  immediately  anfwered. 
It  he  would  excufe  him  the  other  ninety  and  nine.  In  the 
'&iie  manner,  obferved  Mr.  Grofvenor,  *^  I  have  twenty 
reafons  for  difapproving  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade; 
^  the  firft  of  which  is,  that  the  thing  is  impoffible ;  and 
therefore  I  need  not  give  the  other  nineteen*"  Parliament 
coold  notaboliih  the  trade;  they  might  relinquifli  it ;  but  to 
,tvhom  ?  To  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  and  other  coun- 
lines,  who  would  take  it  up,  and  feare  it  among  them ;  fo 
Alt  the  trade  would  be  ftill  continued,  and  without  the  hu-  * 
mane  regulations  applied  to  it  by  the  Englifh* 

In  conclufion,  Mr.  Grofvenor  quoted  a  faying  of  the  late 

Alderman  Beckford,  on  the  origin  of  the  American  war, 

'  when  he  cautioned  the  Houfe  againft  it :  <*  Meddle  not  with 

I  ^  troubled  waters,"  faid  the  Alderman,  <<  they  will  be  found 

I  **  to  be  bitter  waters,  and  the  waters  of  afflidion.*^    Mr. 

Grofvenor  repeated,  that  he  muft  acknowledge  that  the  flave 

trade  was  an  unamiable  trade ;  but  he  would  not  gratify  his 

humanity  at  the  expence  of  the  inteiefts  •f  bis  country,  and 

bethought  we  fhould  not  too  curioufly  enquire  into  the  un- 

pleafant  circumftances  with  which  perhaps  it  was  attended. 

Mr.  Jamis  Martin  obferved,  that  whoever  had  lived  to  'Mr. 
any  advanced  age,  muft  be  well  aware  to  what  a  confiderable  Martin. 
degree  a  miftaken  felf-intereft  could  darken  the  underftand* 
ing,  and  pervert  the  judgement,  even  of  the  heft-meaning 
perfons.  He  hod  often,  with  much  concern*  obferved,  how 
very  pemicioufly  this  bias  operated  to  the  detrinient  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  to  the  difgraceof  mankind;  but  he  was  not. ap* 
pri^  of  the  full  power  of  this  delufion  of  the  mind,  till  the 
bnfinefs  now  before  the  Committee  began  to  be  the  fubje£l 
of  public  difcuffion.  He  had  always  conceived,  that  the  cuf*- 
torn  of  trafficking  in  human  creatures  had  been  incautioufly 
begun,  without  its  dreadful  and  neceftary  confequences  being 
Cmfeen ;  for  he  never  could  perfuade  himfelf  that  any  man, 
under  the  influence  of  moral  principles,  could  fuffer  him felf, 
knowingly,  to  be  carrying  on  a  trade  rrplete  with  frauds 
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cruettjy  and  deftnaiSlion*  He  fftid,  deftnidion,  fer  fo  he 
thought ;  at»d  he  thoiaght)  aUb,  that  the  deftruAion  intro^ 
'  duccd  and  occaiioned  by  this  moft  fliockfng  trade;  wasoftbt 
blackeft  and  moft  inbmmn  fpecies ;  inafoiuch  as  it  was  a  fin* 
gering  death*  which»  infteadof  putting  »»  end  to  the  miferf 
of  the  fuilerers  by  a  fpeedy  ftroke,  hot  only  aiHided  and  tor» 
lured  the  body,  hot,  by  depriving' tlie  wretch  of  all  dt 
deareft  cotnfoits  of  life,  hnraffed  the  mind«  till  nature,  fink* 
ing  under  grief  nnd  defpair,  kindly  granted  that  relief  wbicft 
the  tyrant  maftex,  for  the  iakeof  his  own  private,  but'roiick 
miflaken,  felf  intereft,  would  deny.  But,  he  ohferved,  it 
was  clear  to  every  perfon  of  accurate  obfervation,  that  thoft 
who  blindly  nnd  immediately  lifiened  to  the  fuggeftions  of  9\ 
narrow  felf-intereft,  did  really* thwart  and  oounterad  rfatf 
intereft  to  which  they  were  'ready  to  facrifice  ever j  jnfif 
noble,  and  public  principle. 

He  faid,  that  it  was  well  ohferved,  in  the  excellent  peti- 
tion from  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  to  that  Hbafe,  a^infr 
tl>e  flave  trade,  tliat>  **  a  firm  belief  in  the  Proridence of  » 
<<  benevolent  Creator,  aiTures  them  that  no  fyftem  fonndei , 
*^  on  the  oppreiTion  of  one  part  of  mankind  can  be  benefical| 
**  to  another."  He  felt  much  real  ooncerh'and  mortificadflt 
that,  in  an  afT^mbly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  a  countrjt 
boafting  ftfelf  /icalous,  not  only  for  its  own- liberties,  bm 
for  the  general  rights  of  mankind,  it  ihould  be  neceffiiry  td 
fay  a  fingle  word  on  ftjch  a  fubje£l;  but,  from  the  fenthnenti 
he  had  heard  in  various  con verfat ions,  very'  rnuch  to  his  fur* 
prife,  it  appeared,  that,  however  ftrongly  the  fen-fc  of  truth 
and  ju  ft  ice  was  imprefled  on.  the  minds  of  unprejudiced  pci^ 
fons,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  human,  heart  was  fuch,  as  ta 
change  the  appearances  of  truth  When'  it  ftood  in  oppofitkxi 
to  felf-intereft,  as  felf  intereft  is  often  .unfortunately  mif- 
underftood. — He  Verily  Ijelieved,  that  there  was  hardly  anf 
thing  fo  execrably  unjuft  and  cruel,  that  men,  who  are  thi>- 
roughly  fel6fti  and  avaricious,  Would  not  br'mg  themfelvet 
to  believe  to  be  right  and  defenfible,  and  would  not,  confe* 
quently,  adduce  fpecious  and  fophiftical  arguments  to  fup- 
port;  but  he  trufted,  that  every  honeft  man  ^ould  treat 
fuch  arguments  with  the  contempt  and  indignation  which 
they  deferved,'  and  that  Britain,  as  a  wife  and  virtuoos 
nation  flicmld,  would  hold  faft  ^^nd  cling  »o  the  eteraal  and 
tiniverfal  principles  of  truth,  juftice,  and  humanity* 

He  lamented  that  he  had  heard  dodrihes  maintained^ 
which  feemed  to  have  been  referved  for  times  the  m©fl  fla* 
grajitly  proiiigate  and  abandoned;'  but  he  trufted  that  focb 
doflrines  would  not  be  received,  or- even  oftcred  hi  that 
aftembly.  He  never  expe£bd  to  hear  that  the  everlaftmf 
laws  of  righteoufnefs  were  to  give  way  to  ksflginary  polite 

ad 
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cal  and  tommercial  expediency,  and  that  multitudes  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  Several  fcores  of  thoufands  annually,  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  nioft  wretched  of  all  ftatea,  that  indi- 
Fiduals  might  enjoy  p  greater  degree  of  ppulence,  or  that  the 
Aate  might  colled  fomewhat  more  for  its  revenue*  I'hefe 
con/iderations,  compared  with  the  facred  and  eternal  rules 
of  juftice  and  mercy,  were  fo  trifling,  that  he  irufted  they 
irould  have  no  weight  whatever,  when  oppofed  to  them ; 
ind  he  could  not  hut  be  very  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  fuccefs 
to  the  meafure  propofed  hy  the  worthy  mover,  when  he  con- 
Bdered,  that  from  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  he  muft  necef* 
Farily  have  tlie  countenance  and  fupport  of  the  moft  refpec- 
able  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  of  private  individuals  of  almoft 
Jfcry  defcription,  as  he  fhould  now  endeavour  to  (how. 

However,  Mr.  Martin  faid,  we  might  have  differed  in 
ttfty  opinions,  concerning  certain  high  and  diftihguiihed  . 
haniAers,  he  helieved  that  all  would  allow  the  firft  perfoni 
if  royal  dignity  in  this  JC^oanrry  to  be  of  merciful  and  bene* 
dent  difpofitions,  and  that  th:y  had  infpined  thofe  defcend* 
d  from  tljcm  with  the  fame  fentiments  of  humanity  and 
enerodty.  This  being  fo,  we  might  juftly  entertain  the 
rarmefl  hopes  of  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  every  part 
f  the  Royal  family.  Both  Houfes  of  Parliament  Were  now 
*gaged  in  the  profecuticMi  of  a  gentleman  accufed  of  cruelty 
nd  oppreffion  in  a  high  degree.  He  feared  that  fome  of  the 
iarges  brought  againft  that  gentleman  might  be  too  well 
funded ;  but  fo  far  as  appeared  to  him,  in  regard  to  the  tsx^ 
cife  of  any  cruelties  brought  home  to  him,  they  were  nei- 
icr  to  be  compared  in  number  or  degree  to  thofe  which 
ere  every  day,  and  every  hour,  committed  in  the  abomU 
ible  traffic,  the  abolition  of  which  was. now  under  difcullion. 
•Of  the  reverend  benich  of  Biihops,  who  were,  bv  their 
idriflie  and  exan>ple,  to  render  Chriftianity  amiable,  and 
recommend  it  to  the  world,  he  mufk  not  be  permitted  tp 
«bt  on  this  occafion ;  and  fome  of  the  inferior  Clergy  had 
Bsady  manifefled  an  honeft  zeal  in  this  meft  righteous 
tife.— The  Univerfity  of  Cambri<lge  had  prefented  a  peti- 
«to  that  Houfe  worthy  the  attention  of  every  we!l-wiflier 
humanity;  and  the  fifler  Univerfity  had,  by  the  mouth 
one  of  her  refpeAable  reprefentatives,  given  a  fani^ion  to 
i  meafuTe. — Diflenters  of  various  denominations  (particu^ 
ly  the  Qi?akers,  who,  upon  this  occafion,  to  their  im- 
>rfal  honour,  had  taken  a  leading  part)  vied  with  fome  of 
I  moft  refpeftable  of  the  eftabliflied  church,  Aanding  forth 

this  excellent  caufe. We  had,  for  many  years,  and, 

aven  knows,  with  too  much  reafon,  been  hearing  violent 
ruiations  of  delinquents  from  India.  Surely  the  accufers 
fuch  delinquents  would  be  eager,  upon  this  occadon,  to 
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fhovr  that  they  had  been  aAuated  hy  the  pure  principles  of 
bumanityy  without  party  fpirit  or  other  unworthy  motWes. 
Particularly,  he  ihould  much  confide  in  thofe  gentlemen, 
who,  as  managers  of  ihe  profecution  againft  Mr.  Haftii^ 
had  exhibited  fuch  aftonift^ing  eloquence,  as,  perhaps,  was 
never,  excelled,  or  even  equalled.    The  fame  powers  of  do- 

Juence,  exerted  in  a  caufe  at  leaft  as  worthy,  muft  bear 
own  all  ohftacles  or  refinance,  and  defeat  every  oppofitioii 
which  narrow  and  miilaken  felf  intereft  could  raife  againft 
the  meafure.  Some  of  the  greateft  trading  towns  in  this 
country  had  declared  for  th^  abolition,  in  which  they  hid 
been  joined  by  many  of  the  fipft  counties  in  weight  and  coo* 
fequence,  particularly  by  that  county  of  which  the  honoir^ 
able  mover  is  one  of  the  reprefentatives.  I'he  coonty  of 
York  had  always  been,  and,  he  trufted,  ever  would  be,  for* 
ward  to  take  the  lead  in  every  public  meafure  in  which  tU 
general  rights  of  mankind  were  interefted.  He  was  perfoai*' 
ed,  that  the  wlihes  of  that  diAinguiihed  county  upon  thi^ 
'  as  upon  every  occafion,  would  be  powerfully  fupported  by 

its  two  excellent  reprefentatives. 

With  fo  much  good  fupport,  and  fo  good  a  caufe,  U  msft 
be  impoflible  to  fail. — Let  but  every  msn  ftand  forth,  wto 
had,  at  any  time  in  bis  life,  boalied,  as  an  Engliihoiaui,  of  9 
fuperior  regard  to  the  general  rights  of  nature  and  mankind, 
ftnd  who  had  pretended  at  leaft,  to  defpife  other  nations  m 
being  defedlive  in  fuch  regard — and  we  (hould  mod  alTui 
fucceed;  but  if  it  were  orherwife,  we  muft  have  a 
ihamelefs  effrontery,  if  we  (hould  ever  after  pretend  to  tlBJ 
characler  of  real  Chriftians,  or  Britons,  or  indeed  cf  mea 
fuch  general  moral  principles  as  ihould  govern  every  hai 
being,  of  whatever  country  or  religion.— Indeed,  as  Brit^ 
and  efpecially  as  the  reprefentatives  of  a  people  pridi 
themfelves  in,  and  perpetually  boafting  of,  liberal  feudne, 
towards  all  mankind,  we  (hould  be  particularly  camkMl 
and  even  extremely  anxious,  to  avoid  the  fmalleil  appearaoB 
of  any  unjuft  and  tyrannical  principle.  But  how  iiBim 
gui(hingly  hypocritical  (hould  we  appear,  if,  inftead  of  * 
lending  the  rights  of  the  opprefled,  we  ftiould  be  the  bai 
in  oppreflion  and  ciu^lty,  or  at  leaft  wait  for  the  example 
thofe  whom  we  accufe  of  being  tyrannical,  before  w^  dm 
ed  and  ftopped  the  arm  of  tyranny,  which  had  been  too  k 
violently  wielded  over  our  fellow-creatures  ? 

We  who  were  tenacious  to  excefs,  if  ic  were  poffifate^ 
ouf  rights,  and  manifefted  the  hotteft  indignation  < 
the  fmalleft  perfonal  infult,  (particularly  if  it  were 
by  the  hand  of  Govern ment)T-^we,  who  had  puni(hed 
of  the  higheft  rank  in  this  country — were  we  to  foflfer  I 
(ient  creatures  to  be  whipped,  fcdurged,  ;ind  tortured  ^ 
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out  diicretion^  withoat  control,  without  trial,  and  without 
law?  In  fhort,  if  we  had  any  regard  to  national  reputation, 
let  us  not  add  the  moft  iharaeful  and  abominable  bypocrifv 
to  guilt  and  infamy,  by  exercifing  tyranny  of  the  blacken 
kind>  and  afieding,  at  the  fame  time,  the  keeneft  indigna* 
tion  at  every  exertion  of  power  amongft  ourfelves  which 
was  not  ftri^lly  and  perfe<^ly  legal.  He  was  fo  far  from 
condemning  the  jealoufy  of  illegal  power  amongft  ourfelves^ 
thatlt  had  bis  higheft  applaufe — but  he  could  wifh,  that  the 
fame  laudable  principle  (hould  be  exerted,  in  its  fulleft  ex*- 
tent,  towards  the  reii  of  mankind.  While  we  could  hardly 
bear  the  fight  of  any  thing  refemhling  flavery,  even  as  a 
punifhment,  among  ourfelves,  ihould  we  countenance  the 
exercife  of  the  moft  dej'potic  power  over  millions  of  crea* 
tures,  who,  for  aoght  we  know,  were  not  only  innocent,  but 
meritorious  ? 

It  has  been  frequently,  but  moft  difgracefully,  faid,  by 
the  advocates  for  the  continuance,  or  ac  leaft  by  thofe  who 
were  not  very  zealous  for  the  abolition,  of  this  commerce^ 
that  we  fhoul<l  not  be  too  eager  in  fetting  the  example;  but 
that  we  Ihould  wait  for  the  French,  or  other  foreigners,  to 
take  the  lead  in  this  bufinefs*  How  far  fuch  a  ientiment 
was  coiififtent  with  the  ancient,  noble,  and  generous^charac* 
ter  of  this  nation,  and  with  the  high  opinion  we  were  apt  to 
tatcrcain  of  our  national  honour  at  this  time,  he  would  leave  . 
to  tlie  judgement  of  every  impartial  perfon.  But  he  muft 
flatter  himielf,  that  we  ftiould  rather  have  been  eagei  to  be 
firft  in  fo  good  a  caufe,  and  that  we  fhould  rather  have  been 
fearful  of  being  anticipated  by  thofe  whofe  principles,  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  mankind^  we  had  not  been  accuftomed 
to  hold  in  very  high  refpe£t.  If  any  nation  was  to  he  fore* 
moft  in  fuch  a  matter,  which  was  moft  bound  to  take  the 
lead,  fuch  as  pretended,  and  proudly  too,  to  a  vaft  fuperi* 
oiity  over  the  reft  of  mankind  in  their  civil  rights,  or  fuch 
as  they  bad  always  afieded  to  defpife  for  abjed  fubmifSon 
and  the  meaneft  fervility  ?  If  we  ftiould  fet  this  good  example, 
and  not  be  followed  by  other  European  nations,  let  the  guilt 
and  infamy  of  fuch  a  fyftem  lie  heavy  on  thofe,  who,  in 
that  cafe,  would  continue  to  ad  upon  it,  in  fpite  of  example, 
added  to  the  dictates  both  of  reafon  and  religion. 

Surely,  continued  Mr.  Martin,  this  motion  came  recom- 
mended to  us  in  the  ftrongeft  manner.  The  honourable  gen« 
tJeman  who  introduced  it,  was  juftly  efteemed  for  the  refpec- 
tability  of  his  charaSer*  He  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  a  county,  which,  as  he  had  faid  before,  (but  which,  for 
its  credit,  could  not  be  mentioned  too  often)  had  always 
manifefted  a  readinefs  to  take  the  lead  in  every  public  mea- 
fare^  for  the  {;ood  of  the  community,  or  for  the  gener^il  lie- 
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nefic  of  mankind.  If  this  bufinefs  had  been  in  hands  lc6 
able  and  lefs  refpe£lable,  he  (hould  now  particulaiiy  have 
much  regretted  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman't 
predeceflors  in  the  reprefentation  of  Yorkfliire,  who^  be  was 
Aire,  upon  this  occafion,  wouhl  have  eagerly  difplayed  that 
ardent  zeal  for  the  unalienable  rights  of  all  his  fellow*cree^.^ 
turesy  which  was  one  of  the  chief  charaSeriftics  of  that 
moil  excellent  citizen ;  but,  he  was  perfuaded,  that,  as  the 
prefent  reprefentatives  of  the  county  of  York  had  been 
worthy  followers  of  that  bright  example,  fo,  on  this  moft 
interefting  occafion,  they  would  bum  with  the  fame  ardent 
zeal  for  relieving  the  diilrefTed,  which  animated  the  breaft  of 
that  moil  incomparabU  man.  Would  to  Heaven,  that  every 
Member  of  the  britifh  Parliament  would  look  up  witb-reve^a 
rence  to  that  illullrious  pattern  !  Let  them  follow  his  foot- 
fteps  in  the  purity  of  their  condud^,  in  their  love  of  jufticey 
mercy,  and  truth,  and  in  the  univerfal  reflitude  of  all  their 
meafures*  If  they  did  this,  they  would*  pay  the  fame  tendef 
regard  to  the  rights  of  other  countries  as  to  their  own ;  and^ 
for  his  part,  he  fhould  never  believe  thofe  perfons  really  fin- 
cere,  who  were  loud  in  their  pr<^eflions  of  love  to  liberty^ 
if  he  faw  that  love  confined  within  the  narrow  circle  of  one 
community,  which  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  natural 
rights  of  every  human  inhabitant  of  the  globe. 

We  Aould  be  more  able  to  bring  ourfelves  up  to  this 
ftaodard  of  re6kitu;le,  if  we  heartily  endeavoured  to  imagine' 
ourfclves  in  the  fituntion  of  thofe  who  are  oppit^ed,  and 
then  fcrioufly  confidered  what  we  fliould  think  of  fuch  ae 
would  wifli  to  eflahlifh  a  juA  and  equitable  fyftem  of  mo* 
rality  in  regard  to  themfelves,  and  one  of  another  kind  to- 
wards thofe,  whom,  for  certain  reafons,  they  might  errone^ 
oufly  think  it  their  intereft  to  opprefs.  —  But,  he  added,  let 
US' not  deceive  ourfelves  fo  groflly,  as  to  imagine,  that  it  is 
our  real  intereft  to  opprefs  any  of  our  fellow-creatures.'  The* 
advantages  to  be  obtained  by  oppreffion  and  tyranny  were 
.  imaginary  and  deceitful  to  the  opprefibr  and  the  tyrant^ 
and  the  evils  they  caufed  to  the  opprefled,  were  heavy, 
grievous,  and  many  times  infupportahle. 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  would  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
if,  in  delivering  thofe  ientiments  which  he  had  (>refumed  to 
offer  to  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  appear  to  have  exprefled  him-- 
felf  jn  any  way  too  ftrongly,  or  with  too  much  vehemence, 
he  freely  truiled  to  the  candour  and  fairnefs  of  gentlemen 
for  giving  him  the  credit  of  not  wifliing  or  meaning  to. fay 
any  thing  violent  or  offenfive.  But  he  muft  declare,  that  he 
fhould  think  mod  contemptibly  of  himfelf,  could  he  mention' 
the  enormities  of  the  flave  trade,  without  a  very  confider»» 
ble  degree  of  emotion  and  refentment;   neverthelefs,  he 
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Wo«ld  wUh  that  it  were  perfe^ly  underftood,  that  this  re* 
fantinent  went  only  to  the  principles  and  consequences  of 
the  trade  itfelf,  without  any  ill-will  towards  the  perfons 
concerned  it  it.     Many  of  thofe  perfons,  from  peculiar  fitn*" 
ddons,  and  from  circumftances,  perhaps  almoil  unavoidable^ 
ought  be  involved  in  it,  and  probably  much  to  their  concern 
and  difccntent.     Snch  peribns,  he   doubted  not,  from  ufe 
and  habit,  faw  it  in  a  very  different  light,  however,  from 
fichers.     If  a  perfon,  being  betrayed  by  his  feelings  into  an 
wibecoflsing  degree  of  heat,  in  fuch  matters  as  relate  folely 
;  to  his  own  feifim  interefts,  was  pardoned  for  fuch  an  ofFePce^ 
I  be  furely  had  a  jnAer  claim  to  liberal  allowance,  whofe  feel- 
ings  were  excited  by  the  wrongs  of  others,  with  whom  h^ 
IIbmI  ooly  that  general  connexion,  which,  however,  ought 
I  Aroiigly  t4^  be  felt  by  every  human  creature* 
i     He  couU  feel  no  grievance  whatever  from  the  contiiiuance' 
|»^tlie  Have  trade;  and  he  therefore  truf^ed,  that  there  would 
jb^  a  difpofition  to  excufe  any  excefs  which  could  have  been 
Kitcscfioned  only  by-  that  pity  which  he  felt  for  others.     He 
aware  but  of  one  unworthy  motive  to  which  his  condu£ly 
weil  as  that  of  many  other  individuals,  upon  this  occafion, 
^ht  be  attributed — He  meant  the  oftentation  and  parade  of 
tuons  and  worthy  fentiments.     Now,  he  miift  beg  leave 
remark,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  is  no  one  good 
ion  which  could  be  performed  in  life  that  might  not  be 
tribatedy  by  fofpicion  or  malevolence,  to  that  particular 
ive.     Men  might  always  infmuate,  that  vain-glory  was 
caafe  by  which  individuals  were  induced  to  actions  appa- 
itlj  good;  but  that  matter  muft  he  decided  between  Hea- 
and  the  coniciences  of  thofe  perfons  whofe  condu<fl  was 
peBted^  or  perhaps  malicioufly  accufed,  even  without  fuf* 
ion;  and  if  the  general  tenor  of  a  man's  life  did  not  fairly 
to  fofpicion  that  he  was  hypocritical  or  oftentatious,  it 
forely  highly  uncharitable  to  impute  to  him  fuch  a  dif* 
Htion  without  fofficient  grounds;  and  it  was  moreover  of 
'  perniciourconfequence  to  the  public,  as  a  great  difcou« 
t  to  men  from  ading  meritorioufly,  when  they  not 
y  loft  the  credit  of  fo  aAing,  but  were  accufed  of  doing 
which  was  right  in  itfelf,  merely  for  the  fake  of  public 
popular  applaufe.     If,  notwithftanding  this  remark,  he 
Id  be  lb  unhappy  as  to  draw  upon  himfelf,.  by  the  part 
had  taken  in  this  bufinefs,  that  harfli  and  undeferved 
we  which  he  wiflied  to  deprecate,  he  muft  endeavour  to 
himfelf  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  fair  inten- 
is^  and  his  moft  fincere  unwilliiignefs  to  give  offence  to 
one— and  with  declaring,  that  as  he  did  not  pretend  to 
of  the  feelings  of  other  men's  minds,  fo  he  muft  pro«- 
that  leeiog  this  matter  in  the  light  he  did,  he  fhout^Q[^ 

efteem  ^ 


232 


Mr,    - 
BurdoD* 


Mr. 
Fiiiacis. 


PARLIAMENTARY  A^t^u 

efteem  hhnfelf  one  of  the  word  of  men,  did  he  not  eieit 
every  means  in  his  povrer  perfeSly  to  abolifh  fach  abomina* 
b!e  wickednefs.  if,  in  attempting  to  forward  this  ahoUtiof^ 
he  (bowed  the  weaknefs  of  his  ability,  he  muft  confole  bin* 
felf  with  the  coniideration,  that  In  felt  more  folid  cooiliNt 
from  found  public  principles  and  confiftent  condud  therei% 
than  he  imagined  he  ihould  do  from  the  exertion  of  any 
the  mod  brilliant  faculties  with  which  he  might  have  bera 
blefl«d. 

He  had  only  to  conclude  with  giving  his  hesarty  ai&nt,  in 
the  mod  public  manner,  tp  theprefent  motion,  and  with  im- 
ploring the  bleffing  of  Heaven  on  every  honeft  and  eameft 
endeavour  for  the  attainment  of  its  perfedl  and  complete  foe* 
cefs.  '  Mr.  Martin  added  his  tributg  of  fincere  thanks  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  made  the  motiqn  of  that 
day,  and  to  thofe  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  affifted  him 
in  the  profecution  of  this  bufinefs«  He  was  very  certais 
that  they  deferved  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  and  Ahe  Pabiic, 
and  that  when  t'lis  matter  (hould  be  thoroughly  underftoody 
they  would  receive  thofe  thanks  in  the  fulleft  and  finceidl 
manner* 

Mr.  Burden  remarked,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wb^ 
moved  the  quedion  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  met  his  ideas. 
Heconfidered  himfelfas  very  much  in  his  hands;  butte 
wifhed'to  go  gradually,  and  not  fo  much  at  once,  totfac 
quei\ion  of  abolition.  He  wi/hed  to  i^i^e  time  Co  the  plai* 
ters  for  taking  foch  meafures  as  would  keep  up  their  fiock; 
and  he  feared  left  the  immediate  abolition  might  ca^ife  a  mo» 
nopply  among  the  rich  planters^  to  the  prejudice  of  thekb 
affluent.'  We  ought,  like  a  judicious  phyfician,  to  folkytf' 
nature,  and  promote  a  recovery  which  ftiould  be  gradiaL 
He  wilhed,  therefore,  for  fome  motion  (hort  of  abolitioiu 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  ihould  have  contented  himfelfwitb; 
giving  his  vote  for  the  motion,  but  for  fome  coniideratkm 
which  were  perfonal  to  himfelf,  and  by  which  he  thoi^M 
himfelf  particularly  called  upon  to  deliver  bis  opinion  oa  tM 
prefent  occafion,  not  implicitly  by  a  vote,  but  exprefly  bf 
declaration.  He  believed  he  was  not  very  likely  to  be  frf 
peeled  of  receiving  with  fpecial  favour  and  partiality, 
meafure  introduced  and  recommended  from  the  other  fide 
the  Houfe;  that,  in  his  own  fituation  in  private  life, 
motivt ,  by  which  the  condudl  of  men  is  ufually  determi 
was  united  on  one  fide,  and  powerfully  prefled  upon 
to  engage  him  to  take  part  this  night,  againfl  his  opii 
Connexions  of  every  fort ;  friends  who  were  dear  to 
and  who  thought  their  fortune^  were  at  Hake;  foiicitati 
the  moft  urgent,  from  perfons  to  whom  he  was  botmd 
many  ties;  and  poiTibiy,  the  profpeft  of  advantage  to 
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lelf  or  tohjs  family  at  a  future  day,  to  be  forfeited  or  pre- 
ferved}  all  thefe  were  in  one  fcale,  and  nothing  in  the  other^ 
but  ihejuftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  proteflion  of  creatures, 
who  would  never  know  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  ferve  theen, 
or  whofe  gratitude  could  never  reach  him.  That  he  did  not 
ftate  thefe  circutnilances  for  the  fake  of  oftentation,  or  as  a 
claim  to  merit,  but  to  fortify  bis  caufe,  by  fliewing  that  his  .  , 
opinion  was  fmcere.  Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  go  far  into  the 
general  fubjeft.  If  the  undifputed  ftate  of  fad^s;  if  the  clear 
and  able  argument  delivered  by.  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  takes  the  lead  in  this  bufitiefs,  has  not  carried  convifiion 
along  with  it,  I  muft  conclude 'that  truth  and  rcafon  on  this 
fubjcft  have  no  accefs  to  the  human  mind.  Many  gentle- 
men, indeed,  have  afferted  what  they  have  by  no  means 
eilal)li{hed,  and  what,  upon  the  whole,  I  utterly  difbelieve, 
that  this  trade  xs  profitable;  but  no  man  has  yet  had  the  cou- 
rage to  affirm,  oreven  to  infiixuate,  that  it  is  not  crlminaL 
The  queftion  then  is  not,  whether  the  trade  be  criminal,  but 
in  what  degree  t  Is  it  a  crime  of  the  higheft  guilt  fn  moralsy 
or  is  it  in  pra£lice  capable  of  palliation?  will  it  admit  of  an 
excafe?  No,  Sir  ;  I  declare  upon  my  honour  and  my  con- 
fcience,  none,  I  pafs  by  the  traffic,  as  it  is  conduced  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  temptation  you  give  to  one  human 
creature  to  make  a  property  of  another,  and  to  fell  him  to 
perpetual  flavery.  1  take  no  notice  of  the  miferies  it  pro- 
duces in  that  country.  Remember  only,  that  whatever  they 
are,  you  are  anfwerable  for  them  all.  You  create  the  mar^- 
ket,  and  it  i^  the  market  that  confti^utes  the  demand,  an(} 
produces  the  fupply.  I  fliall  not  infift  upon  the  horrors  of 
the  Middle  Paffage;  you  do  well  to  pafs  over  them  with  dif- 
regard.  The  moft  determined  mind,  the  moft  obdurate 
heart,  if  it  be  human,  could,  not  liften  to  the  evidence  on 
that  fubjed,  without  torture.  I  take  thefe  creatures  in  that 
which  is  dated  to  be  their  heft  fituation  ;  at  their  landing  m 
the  illands ;  at  their  arrival  in  the  land  of  promife,  where 
they  are  inftantly*to  find  relief  from  their  fufl^rings ;  where, 
in  return  for  a  moderate  degree  of  labour,  a  tolerable  mode 
of  exiflence  is  provided  for  them.  You  fay  you  have  paid 
for  them ;  that  tliey  fubfift  at  your  expence,  and  that  you 
have  a  right  to  their  labour.  Be  it  fo.  On  that  principle^ 
lit  us  fee  how  thev  are  treated.  In  confidering  the  ftate  of 
flavery  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  obje£l  which  inftantly  ftrikes 
my  mind  with  a  force  and  convi6lion,  to  which  the  evidence 
of  fp^ial  faiSts  hardly  makes  an  addition,  is  the  power  of 
corporal  ponifliment,  allotted  as  I  find  it.  I  do  not  afk  you 
to  enquire  in  what  manner  this  power  is  cxercifed,  but  how 
it  is  difpofed  of,  and  to  whom  it  is  tcufted,  and  then  to' de^' 
termine  what  muft  be  the  tSdBt  of  it.    They  know  nothing 
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of  the  human  conflitution,  who  have  not  obferved^  that 
power  of  every  fort  of  one  man  over  another^  has  a  nataral 
tendency  to  deprave  and  coirupt  the  mind*  The  moment  I 
hear  of  fuch  power,  uncontrolled,  in  any  hand,  I  conclude 
that  the  depravity  is  unlimited,  T1)e  adual  exercife  of 
it,  in  the  inflidion  of  punifliment,  aiTu redly  introduces  that 
word  and  moft  odious  of  all  diforders  in  the  moral  fyftem, 
perfonal  cruelty.  The  truth  of  thefe  principles  is  acknow- 
ledged by  the  fpirit  and  caution  of  our  penal  laws  in  every 
otKer  inftance,  by  the  care  they  take,  in  all  criminal  proceed- 
ings, to  feparate  the  intereft  from  the  judgement,  and  the 
judgement  from  the  execution.  They  will  not  fufier  fuch 
charaders  and  powers  to  be  united  in  one  perfon ;  nor  are 
they  united  in  any  civilized  fociety  upon  earth,  except  in  our 
Weft-India  iflands.  What  are  the  ufual  offences  imputed  to 
the  negroes  i  In  ninety- nine  in  fiances  out  of  a  hundred,  they  | 
are  either  idlcnefs  or  theft.  They  do  not  work  hard  enough 
to  fatisfy  the  ta(k-mafter,  (and  why  they  (hould  work  at  all, 
I  know  not)  or  they  fteal  provifions.  The  thing  they  can 
eat  is  the  only  thing  worth  their  dealing.  Food  is  the  only 
objedl  of  theft  which  it  is  in  their  power  to  conceal,  or  that 
could  poflibly  do  them  any  fervice.  Cohfider  the  rilk  they 
run,  the  horrible  puniftiments  they  fufFer  when  dete£led,and 
then  you  may  conceive  in  what  manner  they  are  fed.  But, 
in  the  conficieration  of  thefe  offences,  who  is  the  offended 
patty  ? — The  negro  driver.  Who  is  the  judge  of  the  fad"? 
The  driver.  Who  awards  the  punifliment?  The  driver. 
Who  inffidls  it  ?  The  driver  with  his  own  hand.  But  how? 
Captain  Giles,  of  the  army,  fays,  that  <'  the  punifliment 
*<  by  whipping,  though  with  fewer  laflies  given,  is  more  le- 
**  vere  and  cruel  than  that  of  the  army,  becaufe  of  the  fizc 
*<  of  the  whip."  Captain  Hall,  of  the  navy,  fays,  **  that 
«  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  the  treatment  of 
•*  the  negroes  on  the  plantations  was  inhuman;  that  the 
^'  punifliments  infliAed  were  very  fliocking  to  perfons  not 
^  ufed  to  fee  them  ;  much  more  fo,  than  on  board  a  man  of 
«*  war.  The  field  flaves  he  has  feen,  (a  great  many)  were 
•*  generally  marked  with  the  whip.**  This  is  the  moJeoi 
punifliment.  What  is  likely  to  be  the  degree  of  it  ?  An  an- 
gry man  determines  the  penalty;  an  offended  judge  inflids 
it;  and  he,  perhaps,  by  office,  by  habit,  and  occupation,  one 
•f  the  loweft,  if  not  worft  of  our  fpecies.  If  you  cannot 
have  an  indifferent  judge  of  the  offences,  of  thefe  wretclies, 
at  lead  let  there  be  m  cold,  indifferent  executioner.  It  is  a 
horrible  truth,  that  when  once  the  lafli  is  lifted  by  an  angry 
man,  with  defpotic-  power  ovet*  theobje£l,  his  rage  is  in- 
flamed by  every  ftrokn  be  gives.  The  cries  and  writhiogs  of 
I  the 
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the  creature  are  called  reflftance  ;  even  his  patience  is  called 

fulkinefs;  even  his  fuiFerlngs  are  an  offence.     The  decrees  of 

paiSon  are  executed  by  paffion.     Admitting  the  power  to  be  ^ 

peceffary,  is  there  any   protcdlion  againft  the  abuTe  of  it  ? 

Have  the  negroes  any  (helter  ?  Have  they  any  appeal  ?    Is 

there  a  law   to  deter,    is  there  a  magiflrate  to  refort  to  ?— 

!No,  Sir;  none  at  all.     Mr.  Terry,  who  was  many  years  an 

overfeer  in  Grenada,  fays,  "  that  he  has  known  flaves  pu- 

**  nirtied  by  managers  feverely  for  trifling  faults  ;  that  they 

^*  durft  not  com{>lain  to  the  owner,  for  fear©f  worfe  treat- 

"  ment;  that  he  has  known  them  puniftied  by  the  owner 

*^  for  fo  doing,  and  fent  back,  though  their  complaint  was 

•'  juft ;  that  field  flayes  ufually  bear  the  marks  of  the  whip ; 

**  and  that  he  never  heard  that  a  flave  complained  to  a  ma- 

**  giftrate  of  his  owner,    manager,  overfeer,  or  attorney; 

*'  that  he  has  known  ihe/ame  perfon  both  attorney,  mana* 

**  ger,  and  doflor  on  one  eftate ;  that  he  never  knew  a  plan-  - 

"  ter  or  manager  interfere  with  another's  treatment  of  his 

*•  flaves ;  that  food  is  the  general  objedl  of  theft  among  flaves,,     * 

**  and  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives.     That  an  overfeer  on  the 

*^  eftace  where  he  was,  (Mr.  Coghlan)  threw  a  flave  into  the 

^*  boiling  cane  juice,  who  died  in  four  days ;  he  was  not  pu- 

**  nifhed   otherwife  than  by  replacing  the  flave,  and  being 

*^  difmifled  the  fervice ;  was  told  of  this  by  the  owner's  fon, 

<^  the  carpenter,  and  many  flaves  on  theeAate;  has  heard  it 

*♦  often." 

Againfl  all  the  allegations  and  all  the  arguments  on  this 
fubje6^,  one  general  anfwer  is  ufually  flated,  and  fuppofed  to 
be  conclufive  :  Tbe  negraes  are  our  property ;  we  have  paid  high 
prices  for  them ;  our  profits  depend  upon  the  care  tve  take  of  them. 
^  I/we  are  bad  meriy  at  leaft  we  underfiand our  inter eji  too  welly  to 
deftroj  or  difabfe  the  inftruments^  by  which  alone  our  efiates  are 
made  of  any  value  to  us*  In  the  firfl  place.  Sir,  the  proprietor 
is  not  in  general  the  perfon  who  exercifes  the  power,  in  quef- 
tian  ;  if  he  were,  it  might  be  fair  to  prefume,  that  the  con- 
fideration  of  his  true  interefl  would  be  fome  reftraint  upon 
his  paflions.  1  fear,  that  in  general  it  would  not  be  effec- 
ti  ve«  Many  of  the  Wefl-India  proprietors,  I  know,  are  men 
of  as  piuch'honour  and  humanity  as  are  to  be  found  in  any 
other  rank  of  life;  but  they  refide  in  England.  Concerning 
the  managemeat  of  their  efiates,  they  have  no  other  evidence 
but  the  information  of  their  overfeers;  concerning  the  treat- 
ment  of  their  flaves,  they  have  nothing  to  judge  by,  but  the 
amount  produce  of  their  labour.  If  the  returns  are  abundant, 
it  IS  not  likely  that  the  owners  fhould  be  much  difpo^ed  to 
enquire  into  abufes,  by  which  their  immediate  profits  do  not 
appear  to  be  4iiminifhed.    They  hear  no  complaints ;  they 

Hh  %  live 
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live  happily  themfelves,  and  conclude  that  all  is  well  *.    But 
I  deny  that  the  principle,  fo  aiTumed  and  relied  on,  namely» 
that  flaves  will  be  well  treated,  hecaufe  it  is  the  intereft  of 
an  owner  to  take  care  of  his  property,  is  conclufive  in  thif 
cafe,  as  it  would  be  in  the  cafe  of  inanimate  property.     All 
the  prot;e<9ion  which  you  can  expe£l  from  the  principle,  and 
it  goes  no   farther,  is,  that  corporal  puni(hment  ihaU  not 
be  infli£fced  to  the  hazard  of  life  and  limb ;  that  the  flave 
^      fhall  not  be  difabled  from    performing  the  talk  allotted  to 
him.     Within  that  limitation,  the  la(h  may  be  inflifted  with 
the  moft  Shocking,  capricious  feverity,  provided  it  does  not 
•    eflentially  injure  the  property  of  the  owner.     But  to  fecure 
even  that  degree  of  prote(Sion,  he  ought  never  to   truft  the 
■  l\fli  out  of  his  own  hand.  He  delegates  his  power  to  anoth<*r, 
•  but  not  the  intereft,  which,  you  fay,  is  to  govern  the  excr- 
cife  of  it.     Still  the  negroes  are  your  property :  fo  arc  your 
horfes,  and  of  more  value  too,  if  price  and  value  are  the 
fame.     See  how  thofe  noble,  ufeful  animals   are  treated,  by 
coachmen  and  others,  every  day  in  the  ftreets;  every  night 
at  the  doors  of  the  crouded  alJemblies  of  this  town,  before 
the  eyes  of  their  mafters  and  miftrefles,  and  even  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  lives.     I  have  been  often  witnefsto  thefeabo- 
iTiinable  fcenes  of  riotous  or  paffionate  cruelty.  .  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  a  coachiBan  punilhed,  or  even  difmiiled,  for  cruel 
treatment  of  his  horfes  ? 

One. would  il)^ink,  at  the  firft  view  of  the  fubjcd,  that  a 
planta'tTon,  onc^ properly  ftocked  with  male  and  female  ne- 
groes, would  fupply  itfelf,  without  farther  importation.  I 
wifti  it  were  fo  ;'for  then  I  fhould  conclude  that  the  condition 
of  the  negroes  was  tolerable  at  leaft.  There  is  nothiing  in 
the  climate  or  foil  to  counteraft  the  propogation  of  negroes 
in  the  iflands,  any  more  than  in  Africa,  where  they  mtiltl- 
ply  to  excefs.  In  all  other  countries,  the  labouring  part  of 
the  people  are  in  general  the  moft  prolific.  Why  not  in  the 
Weft  Indies  ?  Exccffive  labour,  and  fcanty  unwholefome 
food,  would  be  fufEcient  to  check  population  any  where,-— 
But  the  faft  is,  that  the  planters  do  npt  think  it  their  inte- 
reft to  encourage  it.  Captajn  Hall  tells  you,  that  "  in  tfie 
**  Britifti  iflands,  breeding  is  not  thought  ,defirable;  theyn- 
*'  ther  thought  it  a  misfortune  to  have  pregnant  women,  or 
"  even  young  flaves.  They  efteemed  the  charge  of  rearing 
"  a  child  to  maturity,  more  troublefome  and  greater  than 

*  Captain  Hall  ftys,  "  he  believes  that  the  flaves  fuffercd  from  the 

<'  owner's  abfence,  becaufe  it  was  the  buiincfs  of  the  overfeer,  for  b.ii 

'*  own  credit,  to  make  al  much  fugar  as  poflible ;  to  do  this,  he  muft 

**  work  flaves  to  the  utmoftj  it  being  no  "concern  of  hit  whether  tMy 

,  /*  died  or  not.**  .  . 

'   •■  ^  "buying 
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"  buying  a  flave  fit  for  work ;  and  it  was  not  uncommon  for 
*•  them  to  give  aWay  a  child  of  two  years  old,  as  you  would 
**  a  puppy  from  a  litter.  Has  heard  an  overfeer  6f  fomie 
**  confequence  exprefs  this  opinion.  It  was,  in  faft,  hit 
^*  fyAem  to  prevent  population,  as  far  as  in  his  power ;  and 
*<  heunderftood  this  to  be  a  general  fyftem.  So  little  care 
*^  was  taken  of  infants,  that  mothers  deemed  it  a  misfortune 
•*  to  have  children  :  after  the  month,  they  wtere  fent  tb 
**  field  labour,  with  their  child  upon  their  back,  and  fo  little 
*^  time  afforded  them  to  attend  to  its  wants,  that  he  has 
*^  feen  a  woman,  feated  to  give  fuck  to  her  child,  routed 
^  from  that  fituation  by  a  fevere  blow  from  the  cart  whip.** 

Mr.  Terry  fays,  that  "  while  a  manager,  he  never  re- 
f*  ceived  any  direflion  about  attention  to  pregnant  women» 
"  or  children  ;  has  heard  managers  fay,  it  was  cheaper  to 
"  buy  African  flaves  than  to  breed ;  that  they  wi(hed  tlie 
**  children  to  die,  for  they  loft  much  of  the  mother*s  work 
**  during  their  infancy." 

Captain  Rofs  fays,  "  he  has  feen  a  negro  woman  flogged 
<*  with  ebony  bulhes,  fo  that  the  fein  of  her  back  was  taken 
«*  off  down  to  her  heels ;  ftie  was  then  turned  round,  anjil 
**  flogged  from  her  breaft  down  to  her  waift;  and  in  confe- 
<<  quence,  he  faw  her  afterwards  walking  upon  all-four,  aud  . 
"  unable  to  get  up.** 

Such  is  the  treatment  of  women  flaves,  and  in  that  ftate, 
too,  which  of  all  others  would  excite  pity  in  the  moft  cal- 
lous heart,  that  ftill  had  one  human  fenfntion  left  in  it.  But 
we  are  told  that,  although  pofGbly  fa£lsof  this  atrocious  na- 
ture may  have  happened  in  the  early  periods  of  the  Weft- 
India  fettlements,  no  fuch  inftances  occur  at  prefent:  that 
the  government  of  the  iflands  in  this  refpedl  is  greatly  im- 
proved ;  that  good  laws  have  been  made ;  that  they  are  care- 
fully executed;  and  that,  upon  th«  whole,  the  fituation  of 
the  negroes  is  confiderably  mended,  and  grows  every  day 
more  and  more  tolerable.  Perhaps  it  may  be  fo  upon  fome 
P«irticular  plantations;  but  in  general,  I  do  not  believe  the 
ailertion  to  be  true.  The  operation  of  habits  and  principles 
is  permanent  and  uniform  ;  the  check  created  by  good  laws 
can  pnly  be  temporary  and  occafional,  until  they  have  a^ed 
long  enough  to  effedl  a  change  in  the  manners  of  the  people. 
It  would  have  been  natural  to  conclude,  that  while  thefe  in- 
quiries were  going  on  in  England,  and  while  the  attention  of 
the  nation  was  fo  particularly  directed  to  the  fubje<S  as  it  has 
been  lately,  fome  reftraint  would  have  been  laid  upon  prac- 
tices, which  it  was  well  known  bad  excited  univerfal  indig- 
nation here.  One  fa£^,  which  I  fliall  ftate,  will  be  fufScient 
to  (hew  you,  what  you  have  to  expe&  from  the  probable  ef- 
fed  of  thefe  pretended  laws  and  regulations  made  in  ther^ 
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iflands  for  the  prote£tion  of  the  flaves*  It  is  not  more  than 
eighteen  months  ago  that  I  read,  in  the  Jamaica  Gazette,  an 
account  of  a  female  ilaye»  of  the  age  of  fifteen,  flogged  bf 
one  of  thefe  drivers,  till  flie  fell  fenielefs  on  the  ground.  lo 
this  ftate  (lie  was  dragged  by  the  legs  to  a  place  which  they 
call  an  hofpital,  till  her  mangled  fleih  was  torn  completely 
from  her  bones*  In  the  hofpital  (he  died.  The  villain  wss 
*  tried  for  his  life,  and  honourably  acquitted^  by  twelve  of  his 
Peers,  every  one  of  whom,  I  have  a  right  to  qooclyde,  and, 
for  my  own  part,  ha\e  no  fort  of  doubt,  would  have  done 
jexadlly  the  fame*  On  what  pretence  was  he  acquitted  ?-r 
Why,  Sir,  it  was  faid,  or  pretended,  that  the  girl  was  hii 
property  ;  that  it  could  not  be  his  intention,  becaufe  it  was 
lAOt  his  intereft,  to  take  away  her  life. 

Sir,  I  have  given  you  but  a  very  flight  fpecimen,  indeedi 
of  the  horrors  with  which  thefe  books  are  filled.  I  will  not 
argue  the  queftion,  whether  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  pot 
an  end  to  them,  or  not :  the  very  queflion  is  a  difgrace  to 
us.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  will  not  attempt  to  do  that,  whidi 
many  perfonal  confiderations  would  have  led  me  to  do,  ta 
endeavour  to  compound  with  my  duties,  and  to  comproroife 
between  extreme  right  and  extreme  wrong.  I  give  my  vote 
for  the  abolition.  1  declare  my  opinion;  I  would  do  more  if 
I  could.  Were  1  to  have  done  otherwife,  1  do  not  beJicie 
that  I  could  have  enjoyed  happinefs  in  this  world :  I  am  fare 
I  fl)opld  not  have  deferved  it  hereafter. 

>ir.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  his  wiflies  for  an  opportu* 
nity  to  deliver  his  own  fentiments  very  fully,  which,  he 
feared,  it  was  impoffible  to  do  that  night ;  nor  could  there 
be  time  for  a  full  difcuilion  of  tbe'fuhje6i,  on  the  part  of 
other  gentlemen,  unlefs  an  adjournment  were  to  take  place. 
With  the  confent  of  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  therefore  move, 
^*  That  the  Chairman  fliould  now  leave  the  chair,  with  a 
"  view  of  refuming  the  fybjedl  on  the  very  next  day,  mean- 
**  ing  to  put  off" the  orders  of  that  day  until  the  day  after.* 

^r.Caw-      Mr.  Cawtherne  dcchred^  that  he  was  anxious  not  to  fepa- 

^ornc.      rate  before  the  queftion  was  decided;    but,  provided  thete  \ 

was  no  longer  delay  intended,  than  till  the  day  following  \ 

be  would  not  prefs  his  obje<9ions.  | 

Colonel        Colonel  Tarleton  remarked,  that  it  wa|  his  earned  defire  to  ; 

'J^agjcton.  have  the  queftion  fettled  without  any  delay  whatever  ;  and  as  | 
the  Houfe  was  then  extremely  full,  and  there  were  many  j 
gentlemen  who,  to  his  knowledge,  were  going  next  day  out  j 
of  town,  he  fhould  reiift  the  motion  of  adjournment. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared,  when  the  following  conver- 
{ation  took  place  : 

CoTnnel        Colonel  Phipps  faid,  that  though  he  agreed  with  the  ho- 
Phippt.    nourable  gentleman  in  oppofing.the  abolition  of 'the  11  jve 

Digitized  by  i^OOgle  ^^adc^ 


A.  I79I*  DEBATES.  ajj^ 

trade,  yet  he  could  not  agree  in  oppofing  the  queftion  of  ad* 
journment ;  for  he  wifhed  to  have  an  opportunity  of  declar* 
sag  what  were  thofe  reafons  which  would  decide  his  condud, 
:iiwl  he  appealed  to  the  candour  of  thofe  who  thought  with 
|biin,  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  an  opportunity  afibrded 
il>r  farther  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Fex  obferved,  that  although  the  oppofition  to  an^  ad«  Mr,  ^^^ 
jooriunent  was  undoubtedly  uncandid  and  unbecoming  to  the 
Houie,  vet  he  thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
jpefled  for  an  immediate  diYiAon,  underftood  better  the  inte- 
left  of  his  own  fide  of  the  queftion,  than  the  other  honour- 
^le  gentleman ;  for  Mr.  Fox  had  ever  conceived  that  the 
«nly  way  by  which  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  could  foe 
pievented,  muft  be  by  ftifling  all  inquiry,  and  by  hurrying 
the  Houfe  into  fome  vote,  which  might  feem  to  decide  tlie 
qoeflioii,  before  the  opportunity  of  any  real  debate  upon  the 
^finciples  of  the  flave  trade  was  afforded.  It  was  a  trade 
'  which,  the  gentlemen  themfelves  well  knew,  could  not  bear 
to  be  difcuiled.  Let  there  be  difcuflion,  and  although  there 
were  fome  fymptoms  of  pre-determination  in  fome  gentlemen, 
the  abolition  of  it  muft  be  carried.  He  would  not  believe 
flat  there  could  be  found  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  men  of 
hard  hearts  enough,  and  of  fuch  inacceffible  underftandings^ 
as  to  vote  an  ailent  to  the  continuance  of  the  trade ;  and  then 
go  home  to  their  houfes,  their  friends,  and  their  families,  (a* 
tisfied  with  their  vote,  after  being  made  fully  aware  of  what 
they  were  doing,  by  having  opened  their  ears  to  the  difcuf- 
fion. 

Colonel  Phlpps  aflerted  again,  that  he  wiflied  fdr  a  fair  dif-   Colrnid 
cnffibn.  Phipptg 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  that,  from  a-j^^  Ymu 
thorough  difcuflion  of  the  fubjeft,  there  was  every  reafon  to . 
acgur  that  the  abolition  would  be  refolved  on.  He  obferved, 
that,  under  the  imputations  with  which  this  trade  was  load- 
ed, gentlemen  fhould  remember  that  they  could  not  do  juf- 
lice  to  their  own  chara£lers,  unlefs  thev  flood  up  in  the 
Houfe,  and  gave  their  reafons  for  oppohng  the  abolition  of 
it:  that  it  was  unufual  alfo  to  force  any  queftion  of  fuch  im« 
portance  to  fo  hafty  a  decifion.  That,  for  his  own  part,  it 
was  a  duty  incumbent  on  him,  from  the  fituation  in  which  he 
flood,  to  ftate'very  fully  his  own  fentiments  on  the  whole 
qaeftion  ;  and  that,  however  exhaufted  both  himfelf  and  the 
HoDfe  might  he,  he  was  refolved  it  ihould  not  pafs  without 
difcoffion,  as  long  as  he  had  ftrength  to  utter  a  ^ord  upon 
it.  That  every  principle  which  could  bind  a  man  of  honour 
and  of  confcience,  would  impel  him  to  give  the  moft  power- 
ful fopport  he  could  to  the  motion  foi:  the  abolition  :  but 
that  he  had  waited  to  hear  what  could  be  the  arguments  of  _t^ 
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gentlemen,  on  die  other  fide  of  the  queftioP)  whpm  he  con- 
ceived to  be  bound,  ilill  more  ftrongly  than  himfelf,  to  votej 
for  the  adjournment. 

Colonel  Tarkton  declined  prefSnghis  oppofition  to  the  ad* 
jouroment. 
Lord  Car-      Lord  Carhampton  confefled  that  it  would  be  indecent  ttf 
luoBiptoii.  prefs  for  the  immediate  decidon,  and  therefore  agreed  to  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tucfday,  igth  JpriL 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  having  been  refumeJ*! 
en  the  adjourned  motion  that  the  Chairman  (Sir   Williaiai 
Doiben)  be  direded  to  move  for  leave  to  bring   in  a  bill  to' 
prevent  the  further  importation  of  African  negroes  into  tte 
Britilh  colonizes  and  plantations, 
SirWm.       Sir  fViUlam  Toung  immediately  rofe,    and  addreffed  thft 
Young.   Chair  nearly  in  fubflance  as  follows : 
Sir, 
Having  yefterday  liftened  with  due  attention,  and  I  mar 
fay  with  admiration,  to  a  fpeech  of  my  honourable  friendi 
in  which  knowledge,  and  fubtle  argument,  and  impaffioned 
^drefs  to  the  heart,    comprized  all  that  could   be  expedled 
from  the  moft  learned,  the  mod  acute,  and  the  moft  eloquent 
advocateof  the  caufe- which  he  had  undertaken,    I   felt  the 
prefumptionof  any  attempt  to  counteract  the  firfl  impreffioa 
which  he  had  made  on  the  minds  and  pailionsof  theHoafe; 
and  I  wiHied  to  referve  my  oppofition  to  the  meafurc  which 
he  propofed,  to  an   hour   of  oiore  cool  and  temperate  dtf- 
tuflion. 

1  knew  that  the  part,  which,  with  others,  I  was  to  take, 
would  bear  time  and  refleftion :  I  knew  that  we  had  the  van- 
tage ground  of  fa£l  and  of  argument;  and  I  knew  that  we 
could  not  be  beaten  from  it,  but  by  fome  "momentary  im- 
petuofity  andfuddenefFe(5ts;  and  which,  I  truft  in  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  now  prepared  to  refift  the  manner  of  de- 
bating this  queftion,  there  is  no  reafon  farther  to  apprehend. 
Sir,  we  have  much  need  to  poflefs  a  vantage  ground,  whilft 
fo  much  ability,  and  fo  much  influence  of  fituation  and  of 
chara£ter  are  ranged  on  the  (ide  of  our  adverfaries.  Truth 
and  reafon  mud  indeed  be  with  us,  and  (Irongly  with  us,  to 
warrant  a  fingle  hope  of  fuccefsin  the  event  of  ^his  nights 
debate.  Yet  that  hope  I  do  venture  to  entertain,  and  I 
humbly  requeft  your  attention  whilft  I  ftate  the  fafts  and  in- 
ferences on  which  I  rely. 

Sir,  thofe  who  fupport  the  motion  for  a  dired  and  imwe* 
diate  abolition  of  the  Britifh  Trade  to  Africa  for  fla^es> 
have  never  pretended  that  certain  ioterefts  of  private  property 
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vrf  of  the  public  commerce  of  ihefe  kingdoms  may  not  T)C 

.  afiefied  by  fuch  a  meafure.     The  utmoft  which  they  have 

^attempted  to  Ihew,  in  palFrntion  of  ftidden  or  eventual  lofs  to 

dorcoloRifts,  to  our  mercfhants,  and  to  the  mannfa<5urersof 

^ibis  coontry,  is  a  profpefl  of  indemnification  from  a  new 

trade,  to  originate  in  the  farther  culture  and  civilization  of 

*  Africa,  as  a  natural /cfult  of  fnppreffing  the  traffic  for  flaves. 

Hopes  of  this  fort,  ^re  furely  diftant,  if  notdeluiive;  whilft 

en  their  own  grounds  the  lofs  of  individuals  and  of  the  nation 

Is  great  in  the  firft   Inftance,  and'in  the  circulation  of  mer- 

nnttte  capital  may  extend  further  than  can  be  now  eflimated^ 

and  (hake  the  very  recefles  of  private  and  of  public  credit, 

apparently  the  moft  remote,  and  moft  fafe  from  operation  of 

'the  qoeAion  before  us.     Btit,  without  availing  myfelfofany 

I'afcoiffion  of  much  to  be  given  up  now,  for  much  contended 

to  be  gained  hereafter,  1  appeal  for  the  foundation  of  con-   . 

ftquences  which  I  ftate,  to  the  commercial  tables  of  fhipping, 

and  of  export  and  import,  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Privy 

Cooncil,  and  in  other  documents  on  your  table;  and  from 

the  fame  papers,    1  infer  a  hazard  of  yet   further  moment^ 

when  I  advert  to  the  evidence  of  men,  who,  as  Governors, 

or  in  other  o8icial  capacity,    have  no  other  intereft  in  the 

^eftion,  but  what  is  a  public  intereft,  and'  which  moft  of  all 

oi^ht  to  influence  our  deliberations. 

The  force  of  fuch  confiderations  hath  been  admitted  indeed 
BO  farther  than  as  it  could  nor,  without  affront  to  the  plaineft 
underftanding,  be  denied;  and  what  was  admitted,  hath  been 
lepelled  by  confiderations  of  yet  greater  force,  by  the  para- 
mount claims  ofjuftice  and  of  humanity.  However  we  may 
diflfer  as  to  place,  or  time,  or  means,  for  the  giving  them 
effed,  none  will  oppofe  fuch  claims,  when  clear  and  ac- 
Imowledged.  But  ere  we  acknowledge  them,  the  very  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  demand  examination  of  the  premifes  which 
wc  are  urged  to  proceed  upon ;  and  the  genuine  motives  of 
humanity  require  difcrimination  of  circumftances,  of  obje£ls^ 
and  of  ede£ts.  We  fhould  be  bobnden  in  duty  as  individuals 
fo  far  to  temper  our  firft  impulfe  to  intervention  ofkindof- 
fice.  But,  as  public  men,  as  'truftees  for  the  great  and  na- 
tional interefts  which  are  involved  in  the  queftion  before  us^ 
furely  wc  (hould  do  well  to  enquire  into  the  real  merits  of  the 
cafe,  and  fift  out  the  probable  attainments  on  the  fide  of 
philanthropy  and  moral  obligation,  to  which  the  facrifice 
}iropo{«d  is  (in  the  opinion  of  many)  a  confiderable  portion  of 
Bfitift  commerce,  and  an  ultimate  furrender  of  the  Britifh 
colonics.  When  my  vote  is  folicited  for  an  abolition  of  the 
trade  in  queftion,  as  far  as  relates  to  Great  Britain  only, 
I  would  wifli  at  leaft  previoufly  to  be  convinced,  that,  whilft 
Britain  lofes,  Africa  will  gainJ  I  am  moft  averfe  to  a  traffic^j^ 
Vol.  XXIX.  li  ^  gtzedbyt^-D^ie 
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of  men,  termed  a  flave  trade,  and  I  happily  anticipate  its  ter- 
mination at  no  very  diftant  period  of  years,  under  a  wife  and 
temperate  fyftemof  regulation.  Hence  1  am  the  more  anx- 
ious, in  oppofition  to  this  crude  and  indolent  fimplification 
of  all  ftate  policy,  this  abolifhing  a  trade,  by  at  once  voting 
nboliflied ;  inafrouch  as  it  precludes  better  and  wifer  meafures, 
which  are  already,  I  fay  already,  are  in  train,  and  which  no- 
thing can  fruftrate  in  their  ultimate  good  eflfefts,  but  tli« 
temerity  of  the  prefent  mode  of  procedure  fuggefted  to  us. 
Should  it  unhappily  this  nieht  be  recognized,  and  receive  the 
fan£lion  of  the  Commohs  of  Great  Britain,  even  though  not 
ultimately  made  the  law  of  the  land,  much  mifchief  is  yet 
^done:  for  your  Colonies  need  your  good  opinion  and  your 
good  favour,  to  encourage  them  in  what  they  are  now  doing, 
to  prepare  the  way,  arid  without  danger,  to  the  ob}e€t  yoa 
have  in  view,  and  lupprefs  the  trade  you  are  averfe  to,  by  ob- 
viaring  the  neceffities  of  fuch  trade. 

If  in  thefc  fuggeflions  I  am  well  founded,  and  I  truft  to 
prove  I  am  fo  founded,  there  is  an  end  of  the  prefent  aueflion* 
play,  (hould  fair  reafonings  and  dedudlions  from  tack  even' 
raife  a. doubt  as  to  the  probable  confequences  in  Africa  itfeli^ 
and  as  it  regards  the  Africans,  I  fl\ould  hope  that  the  honour- 
jible  gentleman  will  withdraw  the  fcheme  of  abolilhing,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  the  trade  for  flaves,  and  purfue  the  ends  of. 
juftice  and  policy,  by  meafures  more  worthy  the  deliberations 
of  a  Britifli  Parliament ,  the  charadleriftic  of  which  fhould 
be,  as  it  ever  has  been,  %o  attain  aotonly  the  befl  ends,  but 
by  the  wifeft  means, 

Inexamining  thepremifes,  on  which  ourdeciGon  this  night 
is  to  reft,  I  defirenot  to  be  underftood  as  arguing  to  other  or 
more  general  queftion  than  that  (in  whatever  form  of  words) 
which  is  direfkly  or  virtually  before  us,  and  which  I  conftrue 
to  be,  "  whether  the  trade  to  Africa  for  flaves,  under  pre- 
**  fent  circumftat»ces,  ftiould  be  aholiflied,  as  far  a«  relates  to 
♦*  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo.iie  ,  and  be  fo  abolifhed  by  an 
«  a£tof  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain.** 

Sir,  Great  Britain  may  abandon  her  Ihare  of  this  trade, 
but  cannot  abolifti  it,  The  general  queftion  of  abolition  of 
the  trade  for  flaves  to  Africa  is  not  before  us.  We  are  not  an 
Affemhly  of  delegates  from  France,  from  Spain,  from  Hol- 
land, and  other  powers  now  engaged  in  that  commerce,  bat 
the  legiflature  of  a  fingle  nation,  whofe  dereliilion  of  the 
trade  on  their  own  part,  cannot  any  ways  fupprefs,  and  ' 
(I  fhall  prove)  will  eventually  aggravate  the  mi feries  incident 
fo  a  fyftem. of  traffic,  whichever)'  enlightened  man  muft  ac* 
knowledge,  and  every  good  man  muft  deplore.  Sir,  1  wifh 
to  fee  that  traflic  for  ever  clofed,  as  much  as  my  honourable 
'    friend}  who  lirft  agitated  ^e  buflnefs;  bat  that  *^  confum* 
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«  macion  devoutly  to  be  wiflied,"  will  be  farther  reinoved, 
by  a  too  hafty  and  unqualified  feceffion  of  Great  Britain  from 
that  fcene  of  warfare  and  difunionof  all  that  is  good  in  fo- 
Ciety;  where  (he  might  better,  by  previous  regulation  of  her 
concerns,  inftead  of  abruptly  flying  from  them,  give  ex- 
ample of  new  fsntiments,  of  new  policy;  and  awaken  ori- 
ginal principles  of  juAice  and  of  nature,  tor  Africa,  and  for 
the  nations  who  trade  wiih  Africa;  and  thus  eventually  le- 
yllate  for  the  world,  and  be  indeed  the  imperial  bencfaarefs 
oF mankind  I 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Great  Britain  fud^^enly  withdraws 
^om  this  commerce  of  flaves,  as  Pontius  Pilate,  fhe  hath 
wafhed  her  hands  indeed,  but  is  (he  thence  the  more  Innocent 
of  what  follows?  if  her  intervention,  as  above  ftated,  would 
have,  or  could  have  prevented  what  will  follow  even  to  the 
numbers  which  foim  her  own  prefent  (hare  in  the  traffic^ 
Great  Britain  is  not  the  more  innocent* 

It  becomes  me  not  to  aflume  ought,  but  to  (hew  my 
grounds  of  apprehenfion,  and  authenricate  the  fcene  of  ag«. 
I  gravated  wretchednefs,  which  I  iuppofe  to  defolate   Af ricq^ 
asaconfequence  of  the  meafure  in  quedior.     Thepremifes 
-which  I  have  to  argue  on,  are  the  details  of  evidence  which 
I  heap  your  table;  and  I  (liall  (late  fuch  as  are  incontrovertible 
in  proof  that  the  nations  of  Furope,    and  united  Aates  of 
\  America,  that  all-  who  pofliefs  Colonies  on  the  nether  (Ide  of 
the  Atlantic,  and  all  who  are  conne£ltd  with   them,    are 
I  crooding  to  this  trade  for  (laves,  and  wait  but  its  fuppre(rion 
I  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  ru(h  on  the  coafts  of  Africa 
^  io  competition  for  the  (hare  of  traffic  thus  newly  opened  to 
I  them.     The  energies  of  new  projefls  for  old  advantages  are 
ever  fierce  at  theoutfet,  and  overftrain,    and  go  far  beyond 
I  the  old  mark  of  temperate  acquifition.    New  incentives  to 
fpoil,  and  to  rapine,  will  be  held  out  to  the  black  trader  in 
all  the  zeal  of  rival(hip ;  and  the  prefent  evils  of  comparatively 
fober  dealing,  be  aggravated  to  an  enormity,  beyond  all  efti- 
mate,  in  this  new  aud ion,  this  new  heat  oJF  bidders  for  life 
and  limb*     Does  my  honouralle  friend  doubt  of  this,    does 
he  require  the  bidders  to  be  named,  and  their  zeal  authen- 
ticated? I  refer  him  to  the  moft  certain  proofs,  I  refer  him 
not  merely  to  the  evidence  of  individuals,  but  to  public  a£ts, 
to  exertions  and  to  encouragements  gone  forth  from  the  feats 
of  empire,  to  new  ufurpations  of  territory,  and  to  new  edi£ts 
for  trade,  on  thecoaft  of  Africa,  with  'the  fole  and  exprefs 
Yiewof  fupplying  plantations  in  America  with  negro  la- 
bourers. 

On  the  (irft  agitation  of  this  bu(inefs  in  the  year  1789, 
my  honourable  friend  fpoke  with  confidence  indeed  of  other 
fiatioQS  following  the  example  of  juftice  and  philanthropy 
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which  waft  €0  originate  in  your  abandoning  your  (h«re  o£tlii9 
traffic.  Was  that  prophecy  accompUihed^  Sil^,  it  U  tm^ 
that  fuch  prophecy  was  fcarcely  delivered,  wheij  a  fimilir 
procedure  wa«  inrUtuted  in  the  National  Ailerably  of  France; 
it  was  inftituted  under  every  advantage  to  a  propofitien 
which  profefled  deftruAion  not  only  to  a  (lave  trades,  hue  to 
flavery ;  it  was  moved  at  a  time  when  the  patriots  of  the  day 
were  ftraining  to  the  very  verge  of  civil  liberty;  and  in  at- 
taining the  *^  rights  of  man,''  nearly  lofl  fight  of  thofe  of 
the  citizen.  Yet  what  was  the  refult?  Sir,  the  Aflembly 
paufed  on  a  queAion  comprizing  fo  many  and  lo  great  iote* 
rcfts,  and  fo  many  difficulties  in  application  oft  he  l>ell  prin- 
ciples. The  flave  trade  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee^ 
and  the  Report  of  that  Committee  cnlling  on  the  Aficmbly 
tarqedl  the  meafureof  "  al^olition,"  Mr.  Barnavc  moved 
fundry  refolutions  to  fuch  effcA,  and  which  were  received' 
with  acclamation,  and  voted  with  unanimous  aflent.  Twoi 
years  have  now  pafT'd,  and  1  am  aAonifhed  to  hear  ^g^tip 
as  I  have  heard,  a  repetition  of  promifes  and  expe&atioi 
thus  proved  to  be  delufive. 

Sir,  the  French,  that  nation  which  was  faid  to  beoatiie; 
Aartto  outrace  us  in  the  fupprefHon  of  the  flave  trade,  itl 
adually  foremoR  in  the  courfe  for  its  continuance  and  ex- 
teniion. 

In  page  37  of  the  Report  of  Privy  Council,  Mr.Dalzel^ 
€Mi  his  own  knowledge,  ftates  the  French  to  be  gaining  ground  - 
in  the  traffic  of  flaves  in  the  kingdomsof  Whydah,  Dahomey 
and  Angola. 

In  page  48  of  the  fame  Report,  Mr.  Penny  mentions  the 
French  to  have  driven  us  from  the  trade  of  Loango,  Meiknbav 
and  Cabenda,  ami  to  have  eftablilhed  ihemfelves  in  the  trade 
for  flaves  wirhin  thofe  diftrids  during  two  yea.s  pafled. 

In  page  49, -Mr.  Falconhridge  fays  the  French  have,  fincc  \ 
''the  peace,  fupplaced  us  in  the  trade  at  Angola;  andacfionnj 
have  ahnoftas  great  a  trade  as  the  Lngliih. 

In  thefirft  volume  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  page  171,  we  find,  Irom  the  teftimony-  of  Mr. 
Fountain,  that  the  French  have  a<5)ually  ufurped  of  late  a 
fpot  in  territory,  and  are  building  a  fort  near  Anamaboe^ 
thence  to  pufli  their  trade  on  the  C iold  Coaft ;  and  this  is 
'  corroborated  by  Governor  Miles>  page  45>  of  tho  fame  vo- 
lume. 

Not  fatisfied  with  the  exertions  of  their  own  fnbjefiJi 
Captain  Frazer  informs  you,  page  ^7  of  the  fecond  rohime 
of  evidence,  that  late  as  the  year  1789*  he  had  advantageooi 
oitrsy  if  he  would  engage  in  the  African  flave  trade  under 
French -colours.  Likewife  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Mancbefter^ 
ftates^re^uifition  made  to  him  from  iomtoS  tbe  fi^ft  mer^ 
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cantilebouies in  France,  forthe  furnifliing  an  afTortment  of 
Iiis  manofadures  fuited  to  the  commerce  in  quell  ion. 

Farther  by  an  arret  of  OAober  26,  1 784,  a  bounty  is  given 
•£40  livres  per  ton  on  all  (hipping  employed  in  the  African 
flave  trade)  and  a  bounty  of  fixty  livres  on  each  flave  im« 
ported  into  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  and  of  100  livres 
en  each  flave  imported  into  St.  Domingo,  Cayenne,  St. 
Locia,  or  Tobago. 

Spain  too  is  feeking  a  flave  trade.  In  part  6th  of  Ap- 
fendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Privy  Council,  we  have  as  mat- 
ter of  record,  a  contrail  made  in  1786,  by  the  Court  of 
Spain,  with  Meflrs.  Dawfon  and  Baker,  of  Liverpool,-  by 
which  the  latter  party  is  to  fupply  5000  flaves  annually  to 
the  Spanifh  Colonies,  at  155  dollars  per  head,  free  of  all  duty. 
,  We  find  in  the  fame  body  of  evidence,  that  not  fatisiied  with 
the  trade  reftridled  to  this  monopoly,  the  Spaniards  are,  for 
themfelves,  exerting  endeavours  to  attain  an  a6live  fhare  in 
the  flave  trade.  On  the  fecond  of  March,  1788,  merchants 
from  Cadiz,  and  planters  from  the  Havannah  and  Hifpaniola, 
are  ftated  in  the  Report  of  Privy  Council,  to  be  at  London, 
and  afterwardt  at  Manchefter,  enquiring  into  the  nature  of 
'tkfli^ve  trade,  and  the  aflTortment  of  cargo,  and  of  outfit  for 
the  carrying  it  on. 

In  the  fame  document,  we  find  the  Philippine  Company 
aftually  engaged  in  the  traffic,  and  under  the  agency  df  a 
Mr.  Teftatis,.  to  have  already  fitted  out  four  fhips,  carrying 
5C0  flaves  each. 

Laftly,  we  find  the  King  of  Spain,  by  an  edi£l  dated  at 
Madrid,  178%  not  only  encouraging  a  flaver  trade  to  his 
American  and  pther  fuhje£ls,  by  a  bounty  of  four  dollars  on 
^ch  flave  imported,  but  in  fpecial  favour  of  that  Commerce 
breaking  through  all  the  reftriiSlive  policy  of  Old  Spain, 
(that  policy  which  pervaded  all  her  treaties,  and  found  its 
way  even  into  the  family  compa£^)  and  opening  certain  ports 
of  its  tranfatlantic  dominions  for  two  years  to  all  foreign 
^refielsifhutever,  freighted  exclufively  with  African  flaves. 

Denmark  too  is  exerting  ttftlf  to  gain  a  portion  of  the  com- 
merce in  qoeftion :  in  page  57  of  the  fecond  volume  of  evi- 
deace,  Capt.  Frazer  fpeaks,  on  his  perfonal  knowledge,  to 
the  Danes  already  extending  their  trade  on  the  Windward 
and  Gold  Coaft;  and  Mr.  £aillie,  page  191,  afierts,  on  au- 
tCority  of  his  immediate  correfpondents  from  Copenhagen, 
that  many  Danifli  flave  fhips  are  waiting  the  refult  of  the 
qneflion  in  Great  Britain^  toftart  from  that  port  with  view 
to  partaking  of  the  commerce  eventually  opened  to  tliem. 

America  hath»  fince  her  independence  on.  this  country,  ex* 
pbeed  every  channel  of  commerce,^  nor  hath  fhe  omitted 
that  Car  Afrtcoo  negroes;  her  vefl^els  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea 
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have  incrcafed  from  year  to  year.  It  appears  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  James  Baillie,  page  191,  of  the  body  of  evidence 
laft  cited,  that  in  the  fpring  of  1790,  infurances  were  at 
that  time  aAually  making  in  London,  on  flave  ihips  from 
Bofton,  Virginia,  and  Charles  Town,  yet  thefe  were  not 
the  diftridts  of  the  United  States^  particularly  engaged  ia. 
trade  to  the  coaAs  of  Guinea;  a  commerce,  even  more  ex- 
tenfive,  was  at  the  fame  time  carried  on  from  Maflachufetl 
Bay  and  Rhode  Ifland. 

The  Dutch  fuperfedeall  neceflity  of  reference  to  tefttmony 
of  individuals ;  for  proof  of  the  fpirit  and  policy  of  that  peo- 
pie,  the  moft  enlightened  in  all  mercantile  concerns^  in  the 
advancing  the  interefts  of  their  African  flave  trade,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupplying  their  colonies,  I  here  appeal  to  the  rooft 
authentic  documents  of  flate,  whence  to  infer  Either  ex* 
ertions,  (hould  the  derelidion  of  Great  Britain  afford  an  open- 
ing  to  farther  exertions, 

Tothiseffedl  I  Ihallcite  anextraft  from  the  Refolutionf 
of  the  States  of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefland,  dated  the  i  ith 
of  May,  1788,  as  tranfcribed  in  the  Appendix,  part   6,  of 
the  Report  of  Privy  Council.     Not  to  make  the  quotation  of 
too  great  length,  I   will  fuggeft  as  introdu^ion,   that  the 
Dutch  had  reftrifled  the  importation  of  flaves  into   their 
American  Colonics  to  Dutch  fliips;    that  their  Colonies  of. 
Eflequibo  and  Demerary  had  thereon  been  Very  infufficiently' 
fupplied,  and  had  petitioned  the  States  for  relief;  that  fundry 
reiblutions  had,  in  confequence,  been  adopted,  and  amongn 
others,  the  following :  **    Their  Noble  and  Great  Mighti- 
"  nefTesare  fully  convinced,    that  the  want  of  flaves  is  fatal 
**  to  the  planters,  and  that  as  the  Dutch  trade  to  the  African 
**  coaft  is  greatly  infufficient  to  fupply  their  Colonies  with  . 
**  flaves,    the  planters  are  under  the  necefHty  of  privately 
**  purchafing  them  from  foreign  velltls,  and  that  a  flri£l  ob- 
**  fervance  of  the  prohibition  would,    probably,    ere    now, 
**  have  defolat/ed  a  great  part  of  the  plantations ;  that  there- 
•*  fore  their    Noble    and  Great  Mightineflies  cannot    re- 
<^  commend  this,    fo  neceflary  a  prohibition  againft  the  im- 
**  portation  of  flaves  in  foreign  fliips,  without  recommending, 
"  at  the  fame  time,  effe£(ual  means  for  the  fpeedy  recovery 
<*  of  the  trade  of  the  Netherlands  to  that  flouriihing  ftate  (the 
"  Coaft  of  Guinea^  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  in  order 
<*  to  fupply  the  Colonies  with   flaves.'*    This  extraS  is  of 
authority  and  import  concluflveas  to  the  Dutch.     I  have 
thus  fhewn  the  parties,  and  fliewn  the  fituation  of  the  parties, 
whom  1  have  ftated  to  be  eager  for  thefcizure  of  the  ground 
we  may  quit  in  Africa. 

The  means  of  taking  up  this  ground  cannot  be  lefs,  nay, 
they  muft,  from  the  very  circomftances  of  new  competition, 

be 
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be  OMre  pernicious,  to  the  Africans,  than  any  prefent  fliara 
oftbe  trade  held  by  Great  Britain.     Let  it  not  be  told  me, 
that  the  prefent  evils  are   fuch,  as  not  to  bear  aggravation* 
Thej  will  bear  aggravation*     1  hings  are  bad  enough  indeed 
^ailhey  are*     Yet  I  mull  urge  doubts  as  to  things  being  fo 
kod  as  reprefented  by  fome  perfons.     My   honourable  friend 
bath  heralded  the  voluipe  of  that  evidence  which  he  hath  ad- 
duced in  fupport  of  his  caufe,     I  would  overleap  the  ordinary    '^ 
boundsof  implicit  belief  on  any  controvertible  point  at  iflue, 
;incimpliment  to  perlons  who  are  thus   honoured    with  his 
confidence.     But  I  muft  confeis,  that  my  value  of  human 
tcfliroony  doth  not  go  fo  far  as  to  admit  the  plea  of  truth  to 
contradidlions  in  fafl,  or  to  inconfiftences  in  inference.     1 
cannot  bend  to  the  "  ipfe  dixit'*  of  any,  however  refpe6lable, 
in  oppofition  to  the  known  operation  and  confequences  of 
the  very  caufes  which  ihemfelves  ft.ite  with  equal  flrength  of 
fjfleveration,  as  the  very  eiFe61s  which  they  afterwards  declare, 
tlf  the'premifes  afferted  are  true  and   eftabliflied,    and  if  the 
Conclusion  aiTerted  is  abfurd  and  repugnant  to  every  principle 
loffairdedudion  from  thole  premifes,  I   muft  doubt  the  re-     ^ 
,pr  fentation ;  or  rather  1  mufl  fuppofe  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
ly  ex'ggeration  to  be  made  the  rule  itielf.     When  I  read  in 
fvcry  document  of  hiftory,  when  1  find  in  a  concurrence  of 
oral  teftimo!>y  in  the  firft  volume  of  evidence,  page  9,  from 
^Governor  Barnes;  pige  52,  from    Governor  Miles;    page 
J4,  from  Captain  Knox;  page  J45,  from  Governor  Wenves; 
page  5?5,  from  Captain  Hall;  and  from  every  one  that  hath 
ifwken  to  the  fubje6t,   that   the  coafts  of  Africa,  where  the 
Have  trade  is  carried  on,  are  very  populous;  I  cannot  admit 
Aepra^iceof  breaking  up  villages,  going  forth    in  bodies 
fcr  plunder,  or  even  private  kidnapping  to  be  general  among 
the  inhabitants,  though  too  frequent  inftances,  of  fuch  law- 
kfs  rapine,  are   in  proof,  as  wretclied  efte<5is   of  the  Have 
[trade,  and  as  inftances,  are  admitted  by  Governor  Devaynes, 
i  P^S^  52,  of  the  Report  of  Privy  Council.     W  hen,  again,  I 
I  lead  the  detail  of  retaliation  in  the  cafe  of  Bimbe  Jack,  page 
I  4^  of  the  fame  hook,  I  cannot    fuppofe  the  apprehenfions  of 
I  lite  retaliation  not  to  operate,  and  render  the  inftances  of 
I  Healing,    or  forcibly  retaining  Africans  in  flavery,  by  the 
European  Matters  of  fhips,  to  form  rather  exceptions  than 
,  rales  of  conduct,  notwithftanding  the  affertions  in  evidence 
of  n^any,  too  zealous  perhaps  for  the   good  end,  to  be  over 
Jcropulous  about  the  means  of  attaining  it. 

Wlien  farther  I  am  told  that  '*  crimes  are  falfely  imputed 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  flaves,'*  I  admit  the  allegation  to 
a  certain  extent;  but  when  it  is  farther  intimated,  that  fuch 
means  of  providing  the  trade  are  general  or  fyftematic,  I 
(aonot  admit  it  to  fuch  es^tent.    Not  to  dwell  on  the  fubje6):     , 
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of  eriroes  of  theft  and  murder^  which  if  notpuniflied^  ibci^y 
bath  no  bands  of  union,  no  fyfteoi  of  peace,  and  is  not  civil 
fociety ;  let  us  for  a  moment  confider  thofe  which  are  ftad 
as  moft  often  falfely  imputed,  and  as  fcarcely  partaking  of 
offence. 

Witchcraft  and  adultety  have  been  reprefented  in  this  point 
of  view,  but  Governor  Wenves,  in  page  156,  aod  Mtt 
Fountain^  in  page  167,  and  187,  of  the  firft  volumeofen- 
dence,  tell  you,  that  the  fecret  of  witchcraft  is  thefecretof 
poifoning,  a  crime  furely  of  the  deepeft  dye.  This  evidence 
is  corroborated  by  the  pra61ice  of  combining  the  whole  6* 
mily  in  the  offence,  who  may  be  fuppoied  to  be  pofiefiedof 
that  fecret ;  and  the  terror  of  fociety,  where  fuch  fecr* 
is  fuppofed  to  exift,  is  clear  and  obvious  from  the  evidence 
.that  in  c^fe  of  a  perfon  being  fold  for  witchcraft,  it  is  mol 
exprefsly  conditioned,  that  fuch  (lave  {hall  never  be  relaadet 
in  the  country. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  of  focial  inftituti«| 
that  a  crime,  the  moft  dreadful  to  the  fociety  at  large,  (hodl 
be  fported  with,  merely  as  a  means  of  trade  to  that  fociety.  ** 

Again  in  page  40,  ofthe4ih  volume  of  evidence,  wcfial 
the  fuppofjtion,  and  very  words  **  that  adultery  is  madei 
**  crime,  on  purpofeto  procure  flaves.**  On  this  fubje^T 
revert  to  the  jealoufies  of  women,  originating  in  the  v«f 
principles  of  fociety,  nay  of  nature  itfelf,  and  which  iilfl* 
riably  and  more  efpecially  charadlerize  the  manners  of  it 
'  nations  in  the  known  world,  where  polygamy  is  the  prafilk%! 

whether  oii  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  Nile,  or  tbeGtf* 
bia.  When  1  am  informed  of  the  bolts  and  bars,  and  til 
cruel  precaution,which  incapacitates  each  guardian  of  fid«iill 
in  the  haram  or  zenana,  from  violating  the  truft  repo(ed|C 
cannot  admit,  that  in  a  country  where  polygamy  is  in  ufif^' 
that  adultery  is  made  a  crime,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  pf*^ 
coting  (laves.  It  is  a  crime  under  moft  rigid  conftmdioii 
offence  to  the  tyranny  of  the  ftronger  fex  over  the 
and  offence  to  tyranny  is  ever  deemed  the  greateft  of  offei 
I  cannot,  under  fair  dedudiion,  on  the  reafonings  and 
perience  which  are  before  me,  in  the  many  books  of  fp 
lation  and  of  hiftory  as  applied  to  ethics,  admit  that  a  w&i 
often  dr /{Ted  out  for  proftitution,  in  order  to  procure  the 
band  a  title  to  fell  the  adulterer.  The  cafe  is  an  ex( 
to  the  rule:  if  the  ftatement  is  any  ways  general,  it  isi 
confifletu  with  human  feelings,  and  above  all,  income 
with  the  principles  of  polygamy.  In  page  36,  of  the  R 
of  Privy  Council,  Admiral  Edwards  tells  you,  that 
**  faw  the  heads  of  fix  women,  who  had  committed  ado 
"  cut  off,  and  etpofed  together  on  a  drum."  Such  fev 
belongs  truly  to  the  fyftem  of  polygamjF^.^^^g^^ 


A.  tj^u  DEBATES.  |k^I 

Thofe  who.wtdito  be  inform<;d  of  the  extent  to  Vrbic^ 
I  ]K>lvgaroy  is  thepradice  in  Afcicay  may  refer  to  the  evidence 
•kefore  the  Privy  Council;  Mr.  Dalzell,  and  the  Kev.  Mr. 
!  Newton,  page  524  tothetirft  volume  o£  evidence  before  th^ 
Uoufe  of  Commons,  Governor  Barnes,  P^ges  6  and  29.: 
I  >Gov«ri«or  MiJes:,  page  59;  Governor  Wenves,  pages  iy> 
Land  1.54:  Mr.  Foumain,  [>age  201 ;  Captain  King,  .page  447il 
:  «od  to  others  too.DomeroQs  to  .mention. 

Thegen.ral  praiStice  of  polygamy  hath  a  refult,  in  .applir 
intion  to  the  iLave  trade,  svhich,  were  I  to  indulge  myfelifjp 
"^  ipecqlaition,'  would  draw  jne  farther  .than  might  fait  th(e 
aieandconvenicnce4>fdebate9  Iji.x3emarking  thatpraSio^, 
m  .oo-^>pera»tng  to  fbric,  or  to  fuftain  a  trade  of  flaves,  I 
cAoold  ftate  fuch'trafic.for  numbers,  who,  outcaft  from  th^ 
49Dmmon  ibiace  of  our  nature,  and  the  beft  unions  of  fociety^ 
muinot  be  ngarded  otherwife  than  as  inimical  to  that  focietyy 
dMoneooorie  of  removing  fuch  dangerous  fupernumeraries 
ifam  tlie  community,  4o  which  another  courfe,  of  more  dc* 
dbuAiv^lcJod,  might  be  fubftitute,  if.thefaleof  people  ira9^ 
lOr  cooid  be  haftily  done  away.  Probably  fuch  fubfiitute 
•iMmld  be.a¥iflacrtd:  I  am  warranted. in.  this  fuppofition,  b.f 
4iiecvid606etotfae.niyrabers  of  tbofe  ilain  at  the  funecals  of 
'•teat  <neD|.  and  at  the  annual  fisafts  of  watering  the  grav.es  of 
•tteir  anctfiors,  jvvatering  with  the  blood  of  human  viAims; 
piMLwhidi  praiSice  is  corroborated  by  Governor  Devaynes^ 
rift  page  8,  of  the  Report  of  Privy  Council;  by  Mr.  Norris, 
mtbeiame  Report ;  by  Governor  Miles,  in  page  42,  of  the 
4(firft  wilume  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
mtibj  Mr.  M^Ifltolh,  Governor  Wenves,  ajid  Capt.  Lit- 
i(kton,  and  ail  who  have  been  queftioned,  or  fpoken  to  the 
Abjea. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Newton,  in  p.  28  of  the  Report  of  Privy 
fCoQDcil^  and  the.Rev.  Mr.Ifham  Baggs,  in  page  50,  of  the 
tirade  book,  ilate  circumftances  farther  in  prootof  the  mur* 
(dert,  from  viodi6Qve  caufes,  or  other  alternative,  in  de* 
)iioltef  (ale,,  to  be  apprehended,  fliouldtbe  flave  trade  bo 
ifsddcaly  abolifiied.  Captain  Littleton,  who  was  eleven 
«years  in  Africa,  and  900  miles  up  the  country,  in  page  206^ 
«if  the  firft  volume  of  evidence,  gives  JFarther  reaion  to^ap* 
tfithend  a  fanguinary  refult  of  aboiifliing  the  Have  trade^ 
iwbtnbe  mentions  the  occadonal  famines  in   the   interior 

*  country,  from  the  droughts,  and  from  the  horrid  devaf*- 
/Mions  by  locufts ;  when  the  people,  from  very  neceflity, 
thtcome  cannibals,  or  fell  tlieir  fupemuineraries,  who  ag* 
«giavate  die  £imine^  and  muft  otherwife  $arve,  or  be  put  to 
^th. 

*  'JSir,  my .honottiablefriend  bath  ftateda  full  third  of  thoft 
tibldto the  flavtibipslo be-€hildcen;.ai|d (beaaiked, 
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juft  triumph  of  argument,  **  Have  thefe  committed  crimes? 
**  Have  thefe  been  the  fair  objefls  of  captivity   in   warj^ 
Wliat  are  the  fair  objrfts  of  captivity  in  war,  among  favagc  na- 
tions, and  fuch  as  inhabit  the  interior  provincesofAfrica,whenct 
moil  of  the  flavesare  provided,  1  know  not;  but  I  know  that  . 
women  an  J  children  are  not  uufrequcntly  included  in  the  de-  '• 
predations  and  maflacres  of  favage  nations  engaged  in  wac»  | 
The  alternative  of  captivity  may  be  the  lot  ot  women  aad 
children  of  the  enemy,  furprized  and  defeated  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Africa.     Sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  book,    fopplyi^g: 
grounds  of  fa£t,  which,  by  analogv  of  reafoning,    we  may; 
prefume  for  Africa;  and  we  then  mould  regard  the  fpiritctf 
avarice  which  dire^s  the  fale  of  the  woman  and  child,  atf 
fuhftitute  to  the  phrenzy  of  revenge,  which  might  doom  thi. 
•  infant  to  agonize  on  the  fpear,    even  before  the   motheA 
eyes.     The  book  that  I  allude  to,  is  Urafreville*s  *  PrefeoC 
State  of  Hudfon's  Bay,'  in  which  is  introduced  a  narrative  oC 
Mr*  Hearne,  who,  in  the  year  177 1,  .made  an  expedition  10 
the  Copper^mine  River,     in  courfe  of  this  expedition^    hi 
joined  a  party  of  Indians,  then  at  war  with  the  £fquiiz>aii% 
and  who  attacked  a  kind  of  village,  '<  certainly  not  to  pm«! 
cure  flaves,''  fays  Mr.  Hearne,  <<  men,  women,  and  cbildw 
<<  ran  out  of  the  huts  (lark  naked ;  but  they  foon  fell  a  (acri^; 
<<  fice  to  Indian  fury.     The  fiirieks  and  groans  of  the  ex- 
<<  piring  were  truly  horrible:  and  it  was  much  increafed  hf 
^  the  nghtofa  young  girl,  about  18  years  old,  whom  tbflff 
*<  killed  fo  nigh  to  me,  that  when  the  firft  fpear  was  fiodc 
<<  into  her  fhe  fell,  and  twifted  herfelf  about  my  legs:  whe&^ 
<<  I  begged  her  life,  the  fellows  made  no  reply,  till  two  hai, 
<<  their  fpears  through  her,  and  fixed  into  the  ground.     Thevf 
*^  then  looked  me  Aernly  in  the  face,  and  began  to  upbraii. 
^  me,  aiking  if  I  wanted  an  Efauimanx  wife?  At  the  famt: 
'^  time  paying  no  regard  to  the  mrieks  of  the  poor  girl,  w1m> 
*<  was  then  twining  about  the  fpears  like  an  eeK"    FearsC 
fuch  like,    or  other  fanguinary    alternatives,    is  founde^^ 
however,  on  the  fuppofition  of  an  abolition  of  the  trade  fd^ 
flaves;  and  fuch  is  not  my  apprehen(ion.     It  is  tlie  contrary*^ 
I  have  dated  fafts  in  proof,  that  the  nations  in  Europe  aie^ 
adlaally  making  new  and  extraordinary  exertions,   even  la 
extend  their  trade;  therein  availing  tliemfelvesofwhat  mar  j 
be  derelid  by  Great  Britain.    What  I  have  (ince  ftated,  t  j 
mean  not  inexcu/e  for  the  traffic,  on  moral  confideraiioo:  j 
but  the  flave  traoe  hath  fins  enough  on  its  head,    without  ] 
having  farther  to  anfwer  for  than  belongs  to  it.     It  is  not  my 
bufinefs,  but  as  triith  requires  of  me,    even  to  palliate  one 
^vil  refulting  from  this  trade.'     For  ray  own  purpofe  and  ca&^ 
I  (hould  fully  admit  and  retort  in  argument  all  the  evidence^ 
nay,  all  the  tales,  if  tales  there  ar^  of  domefiie  difunioo, 
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of  every  the  beft  tye  of  nature  and  of  fociety,  diflblved'uki- 
der  incentives  to  vicious  propenfities,  which  Europeans  may- 
hold  out  to  the  Africans,  for  felling  one  another.  I  beg  to 
avail  myfelf  of  all  that  hath  been  brought  forward  by  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman :  my  opponent's  cafe  cannot  be  made  too 
Arong  for  my  own  juft  purpofe  in  argument. 

When  I  curforily  adverted  to  certain  details  collaterally 

afTefiing  the  evidence  thereon,  my  ilrtSt  purpofe  was  to  (hew 

-that  the  a<Skualfcene  of  mifery  in  Africa,  horrid  and  diftrefs*- 

ful  as  it  is,  is  not  fo  much  fo,  as  to  be  incapable  of  aggra* 

vation. 

This  is  an  eflential  part  of  my  cafe.  A  furcharge  of 
wretchednefs  and  of  depravity,  as  refulting  from  the  meafure 
propofed,  is  what  I  augtir,  and  what  1  deprecate. 

The  confequence  of  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  by  Great 
Britain  only,  I  have  altogether  inferred  onpremifes  not  to  be 
ihaken ;  on  premifes  of  faA. 

The  French,  the  Spaniards,  the  Danes,  the  Americans, 
the  Dutch,  would  iifurp  our  place,  and  give  the  trade  ntfr 
fpurand  f«rce«  To  what  aflual  extent  the  market  for  flaves 
inight  then  be  pnihed,  and  the  miferies  and  cruelties  dependant 
on  the  market,  the  vaft  iflands  and  continental  fettiements, 
as  yet  poorly  cultivated  and  thinly  peopled,  belonging  to 
the '  Powers  in  queAion,  leave  us  no  room  tp  furmife^  and 
■luch  lefs  to  exaggerate.  Arieht  honourable  gentleman  of 
leading  ability  hath  faid,  on  a  former  debate,  in  application 
to  this  argument,  *^  is  it  anexcufe  for  committing  a  robbery 
^  on  Hounflow  Heath,  to  fay  that  another  would  commit 
^  it,  and  with  the  aggravated  circumftances  of  murder  too  if 
**  you  did  not  ?"  This  is  a  mere  begging  of  the  queftion*  A 
trade  for  flaves  doth  not  in  itfelf  or  necefTarily  imply  robbery 
or  rapine.  Not  many  years  pafled,  Great  Britain  fold  her  con- 
rids  (indiredly  at  leaft)  toflavery.  But  for  the  trade  in  it- 
felf 1  am  no  advocate.  It  lefts  on  principles  repugnant  to 
the  temper  of  my  mind.  I  would  that  it  had  never  begun; 
[  wifh  that  it  may  foon  terminate,  but  the  means  propofed 
ire  not  merely  inadequate  to,  they  are  preclufive  of,  fuch 
9tEe&:  Having  (hewn  that  other  ftates  will  be,  and  are, 
ready  to  fuperfedeus,  and  take'every  foot  of  ground  we  leav<c 
Ebr  trade  of  flaves  in  Africa ;  and  even  more :  where  are  then 
(he  improved  manners,  and  induftry  of  the  Afric^s,  and 
where  the  new  culture  and  man  ufafiures  of  Africa? 

J  here  at  once  fweep  from  your  table^  and  reje£b  from  all 
x>nGderation  in  this  debate,  the  whole  mafs  of  evidence,  or 
>f  opinions  rather  than  evidence,  contained  in  the  Report  of 
Privy  Council,  or  in  other  documents  before  the  Houfe,  rel- 
ative to  the  promifed  fubftitute  of  commerce,  which  was  to 
le  derived  from  the  improved  agriculture^  manufa^u^^  and 
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ciTifizatien  of  Africa,  and  indemnify  our  dierehants  and  fiiif 
owners  for  fupprefBon  of  the  traffic  in  <p]eftion.  Tbcfe  w«ie 
aflbmed  to  arife  on  the  foppreflion  of  the  llave  trade;  but  the 
fiav6  trade  cannot  be  fappretfed  by  a  partial  derelidion,  and 
the  grounds  are  loft  on  which  thefe  gre^it  refources  weret«he 
fought  out. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burke)  whofeet* 

'  traordinary  genius  and  acquirements  have  been,  and  will  be 

to  the  remoteft  times,  the  fubjed  of  delight  and  of  iifr 
provement  to  every  ingenious,  and  toevery  in  tell igetit  mini 
he.  Sir,  with  adifcernment  immediate ascomprdhenuve,  ftatad 
on  the  iirft  agitatation  of  this  bufmefs,  <<  that  iti  adopting 
«  the  meafure  propofed  we  muft  prepare  to  paj  the  prica^ 

/  «  our  virtue.*    I  am  ready  to  pay  rty  fliareot  thi^  or  any 

price ;  hot  the  objedl  of  purchafe  muft  be  afcertained  :  is  k 
the  happinefs,  or  is  it  the  wretchednefs  of  thoufands?  We 
muft  not  be  allured  from  our  duty  by  mere  names;  if  ioat 
fumed  ben<°volence  we  eftimate  not  theefted,  it  is  not  bea^ 
1rol(5nce^  it  isdilTipation. 

Some  high-minded  and  ambitious  fptrits,  who,  toweria| 
above  the  fympathies  and  feelings  of  ordinary  men,  talk  it 
principlea  in  the  abftraA,  or  if  they  condefcend  to  an  a^ 
plication  of  thofe  principles,  yet  as  if  all  was  to  bow  to  didr 
own  pride  of  mind,  meafure  out  their  own  materials^  tM 
bwn  fraihe  of  men  and  circumftances  to  work  upon.  TiMfc , 
tliehtalk,  fori  hav^e heard  them  talk,  a  language  fi^^cieil 
|MnrhapJs  to  fome,  but  which  I  fairly  confefs  my  incapaciVj 
to  underftand.  By  humanity  being  the  princi{de  as  apfw 
to  this  queftion,  I  Ihould  fuppofe  humane  treatment,  fltf 
tonfequencesof  moregdodnefs  and  more  happineCs,  tobetHl 
t)bjeft.  "  No,"  fay  thefe  wonderful  orators,  *«  a  fraSeil 
**  human  flefli  is  not  a  moment  to  be  borne  with;  let  it  It 
^  carried  on  by  whom  it  will ;  let  it  be  aggravated  by  all  tk 
^  miferies  incident  to  a  contraband  trade  of  life  and  fevrir 
*•  under  the  t^^rrid  zone;  let  the  confequcnces  of  Great  M^ 
<<  tain  fuppreffing  fuddenly  her  fhare  ot  it  be  what  the  j  wUt 
^  the  national  honour,  glory,  and  charaAer  require  ihit 
**  fuppreffion ;  the  confequences  are  not  at  our  door,"  iij 
snfwer  is  (hort:  my  confcience  tells  me  that  the  confeqoeiiott 
bre  at  our  door.  The  prror declaration  may  fuit  theStatefina^ 
Who^  dealing  with  brother  Statefmen,  is  accuftoroed  to  rtft 
his  all  on  ^  plaufible  manifefto  of  caufe,  hot  the  M< 
who  in  the  humbler  path  of  life,  meditates*'  on  peace 
'<<  good  will  cowards  man,*  wiH  venture  to  call  fi 
*Statefman  refponflble  for  confequ'enees.  For  one,  1  t 
^Dt  too  haftily  Or  crudely,  •even  with  r^ardto  the  Afri 
fonsgo  thy  right  to 'interfere  as  a  Britifli  Sienatcr,  in 
Ittji^'tlus  trade  to  alleviation  of  its  prefeat  evits  and 
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tfaiKtfiy  to  attainfnent  of  all  the  adyanCages  which  ^  the  btft 
md  moft  fanguine  friend  of  freedom  and  of  man  can  promife 
ordevife.  Mean  time  I  wouM  not  forego  my  right  to  in« 
4erpofe  legalattons,  refpeding  objects  of  fale  m  Africa,  r^ 
fpeding  demurrage  on  its  coafts,  refped)  ing  the  tranfport  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  or  the  fett lenient  of  the  ilaveon  the  ptantationi. 
We  on  our  fide  may  do  much,  but  I  fear  not  to  aflert,  that 
theBritifli  trade  to  Africa  for  (laves  will  prineipally  be  abor 
li(bed  in,  and  from,  the  Weft  Indies.  Mean  time,  it  if 
competent  and  proper  to  us  fo  to  provide  for  that  event,  at 
to  obviate  the  paroxyfm  of  calamity  and  diftrefs  v?hich  ^ 
tncre  fudden  and  declaratory  aft  by  the  mother  countrjT 
would  occafion  both  in  Africa  and  in  our  proper  Colonies* 
•'  In  regard  to  our  Colonies,  a  fudden  abolition  of  the  trade 
for  African  negroes  would  yet  fartlier  deff^at  its  purpofe  of 
humanity  held  out  to  us,  and  produce  the  moft  unequivocal 
oppreffion  and  mifery  of  the  flaves  in  the  iflands.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  firil  agitated  this  bufinefs,  muft  ob- 
ftrre^  t^t  I  ever  induftrioufly  feek  to  meet  him  on  his  own 
and  moft  favourite  premii'es.  Far  from  crouding  philaor 
thropy  out  of  fight  by  details  of  political  expediency,  I  fta- 
dioufty  bring  it  to  view.  Proceeding  to  that  part  ot  the  Tub* 
Jt€t  which  comprises  the  relative  fituation  of  thofe  in  our 
Colonies,  whether  matters  or  (laves,  as  dependant  on  the  re- 
felt  of  this  queftion^  I  muft  folicit  more  particularly  your 
attention:  I  muft  beg  the  Houfe  well  and  warily  to  confider 
die  propofal  fuggefted  of  great  and  fudden  innovation  on  oar 
Colonial  and  commercial  fyftem»  reverting  in  fuch  their  con* 
idetation  to  principles  of  policy  ordinarily  accepted  in  all 
times,  and  in  all  countries,  under  good  and  wife  Govern^ 
Bent.  Let  us  obferve  how  fuch  fudden  divulfion  of  iotereftf 
IS  hath  been  fuggefted,  fliocks  every  juft  fenfe  of  aiflion  de- 
rived from  ex|>erience  and  obfervation,  of  the  cautious  and 
intricate  workings  of  policy  requifite  in  the  rooting  out  old 
bbit%  in  the  patting  men afide  from  ancient  practices,  and 
H  the  fobverting  prefcriptive  or  legal  claims  and  rights  on 
peculative  reafonings,  however  juft  and  tr^n.  Let  us,  as 
Den,  h^ate  to  ufe  that  rigid  difcipline  even  on  the  pai^ 
ions  and  prejudices  of  men,  which  is  fuited  rather  toexafpe** 
ate  than  to  amend :  let  us  prefer  the  diredling  and  the  lead- 
ng  our  Colonifts  and  others  in  the  way  we  deem  right,  in-' 
teid  of  rodely  forcincr  them  from  the  way  we  deem  wrong. 
Thus  we  /hall  ad  on  principles  of  reform  fuited  to  a  free 
Sovernment;  and  above  all,  fuch  temperate  procedure  it 
Bbft  indifpenfable,  if  Government  hath  at  any  time  regUf- 
iled,  proteded,  nay,  even  inftituted  and  rewarded  the  very 
oorfe  of  adventore  to  its  fubjeAs,  which  it  means  thereafter 
»  Apcobate  and  fet  afide«    WheO}  in  fuch  cafe,  charters 
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eorporate  bodies^  and  pofitive  laws  of  the  land,  under  whick 
property  hath  been  engaged  and  fecured^.  are  to  be  annulle4 
it  is  bat  fitting  to  require  that  the  a£l  (hould  not  be  niarke4 
with  violence^  but  rather  be  palliated  hj  precautions^  an^ 
preparatory  experiment  of  tendency,  to  (hew  that  nothkH| 
but  extreme  neceflity,  if  that  necef&ry  isibund  to  exift,  ma, 
induce  tlie  intervention  of  a  direct  zSt  of  Legiiiatare,  in 
obangeof  its  ancient,  its  own  fyftem.  If  deeds  are  to  \m 
cancelled,  and  laws  repealed,  under  which  all  in  oar  Colol^ 
nies,  and  many  in  Great  Britain^  have  embarked  their  vei^ 
means  of  fubfiftence,  is  tt  too  much  to  afk,  that  fuch  deed! 
fhould  be  cancelled  at  leaft  with  form  and  iolemnity  ;  widb. 
fomething  like  kindnefs  and  concern ;  protra&ing  all  aA  «fj 
power  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country,  till  urged  by  tht'^ 
Tefra£tory  difpofition  of  the  Colonies,  in  providing  for  tte 
change  of  meafures  required;  not  rudely  tearing  the  papedi; 
by  Which  thdr  properties  are  held,  and  thus  adding  waoton* 
nefs  to  infult,  infult  to  ruin.  And  now  I  would  a(k«  if  i 
iingle  inftance^  if  one  fymptom  even  of  fuch  ie(n£toTf; 
difpofition  hath  appeared  in  the  Colonies,  as  warrants  tin 
Britifh  Parliament  to  fuppofe,  that  the  feveral  Legiflaturei^ 
will  not  a<^,  nay,  are  not  adling,  temperately,  wifely,  aoi, 
humanely,  to  attain  the  objecfl  pointed  out  to  them^  aaij 
making  the  faireft  experiment  in  proof  of  the  honourabli 
gentleman^s  aflertion,  tliat  a  natural  increafe  of  negroes  in 
the  Weft-Indian  iflands  may  be  effected  by  an  ameliorated, 
fyftem  of  legiflation ;  and  that  in  the  refult,  a  trade  to  Afiict', 
for  flaves  will  be  no  longer  neceflary. 

If  you  interrupt  the  Colonies  in  their  temperate  procedure^  J 
by  crudely  and  widely  attempting  an  anticipation  of  the  eni 
they  have  now  in  view,  they  will  never  attain  that  end  S 
whatever  in   the  means  fuggefted  by  the  new  Grenada  ad^ 
or  confolidated  a<^  of  Jamaica,  or  other  Colonial  a£ls,  is  b^ 
neficial,  will  be  for  ever  loft,  and  cur  up  by  the  root,  if  aa 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade  is,  by  a  direct  and  immediate  aft  -J 
of  the  mother  country,  at  once  declared ;  a  coincidence  in  its  .] 
views  on  the  part  of  its  Weft-Tndiau  dependencies,  cannot  ia  1 
fuch  cafe  operate;  hard  neceffity  muft  induce  other  confide*  J 
rations.     Their  humane  policy  will  ceafe  to  be  pra^ical,  if  1 
not  fupported  for  a  time  by  that  African  trade  which  may^   ; 
fupply  them  with  women  and  young  people* 

Yet  the  temper  of  their  prefent  proceedings  affords  prefurop- 
tion,  that  the  humane  policy  of  our  coloniAs  will  continue 
to  operate,  however  it  may  lofe  of  its  efficacy.  It  will  con* 
tinue  to  foothe  the  miferies,  though  unequal  to  remove  the 
evils  of  a  decreafing  popubtion ; — ^and  we  muft  take  fliame 
to  our  own  errors  and  temerity,  if  we  throw  impedimeop 
in  its  way,  and  fruftrate  its  purpufe  and  prefent  promife* 
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Indeed  we  put  our  Fellow- fubjeAs  in  the  colonies  to  a  fe- 
vcre  trial:  we  controvert  their  charai^er  of  benevolence^ 
and  jet  claim  their  benevolence :  we  bring  diftrefs  on  their 
aflairs,  and  then  we  expeSt  exertions  of  experiments  and 
of  improvements  from  the  flate  of  embarrafToient  and  of  ruia 
which  we  have  involved  them  in. 

1  (hall  fliew,  on  teftimony  not  to  he  controverted,  that  a 
dire£t  abolition  of  the  trade  for  flaves  muft  tend  to  diftrefs; 
no  language  hath  been  omitted  which  may  tend  to  degrade,— 
and  diftrefs  and  degradation  mud  tend  to  alienate  (hoiie  ia 
our  colonies, — that  is  to  fay,  thofe  who  may  be  found  indif- 
penfahle  to  the  framing  any  fealible  plan  tor  the  benefit  qf 
tlie  flaves ;  and  who  muft  be  the  inftruments  to  give  it  force 
-and  effe^l*— -Permit  me  to  fuggeft,  that  ruin,  ignominy,  and 
difaffeiSion,  afford  premiles  hut  ill  fuited  to  fchem.cs  of  iai<* 
provement  in  agriculture,  of  amendment  in  morals,  or  of 
co-operation  in  reform.  1  am  not  fo  ignorant  of  the  piin* 
ciples  of  a  free  Government,  or  of  the  rights  of  Briti/h  fub- 
jedls,  as  now  for  the  firft  time  to  be  taught,— ^'^  that  allegt'^ 
'**  ance  and  protedion  are  relative  terms. 

Having  aflumed  diftieCs  and  ruin  in  the  colonies,  as  th« 
probable  refult  of  prefent  abolition  of  the  trade  for  flaves* 
I  will  bring  forward,  I  will  bring  hotne  to  view  not  an  ima- 

£'nary,  not  a  diftant  cafe,^but  the  moft  fair  inference,  on  ^ 
As  and  ftatementH  to  be  found  fpecially  in  the  minutes  of 
evidence  before  the  Houfe ;  and  which  will  remove  every 
doabt  of  the  eSk&  of  prefent  abolition  of  the  trade  to 
Africa  for  flaves,  tO  the  ruin  of  the  planter,  the  merchant^ 
ihe  mortagee,  and  laft,  not  leaft,  |o  mifery  of  the  flave,  of 
the  poor  African  or  Creole  iiave  now  working  on  the  plan- 
tations. Having  ferved  no  one  purpofe  of  philanthropy  in 
Africa  or  in  the  Weft  Indies, — having  aggravated  mifery  on 
both  fides  the  Atlantic— -^ Such  is  the  refult  to  compenfats 
traly  for  the  immediate  lofs  of  firitifli  commerce,  and  even* 
tual  deftrudion  of  the  Britifti  colonies :-« is  it  too  much  to 
Cay  of  Great  Britain  itfelf  ?  Before  1  adduce  evidence  as  to 
the  probable  e£k&f  I  fliould  adduce  evidence  as  to  the  pie- 
mifes  on  which  the  efte£k  is  to  operate.  Thefe  premifes 
confift  of  various  matter,  but  all  combined,  and  neceflarily 
to  be  viewed  as  one  great  whole,  in  application  to  the  quef- 
tion  of  fudd^niy  fupprefling  the  trade  for  flaves. 

The  aflual  ftaie  of  negroes  in  the  colonies,  the  propor^ 
tions  as  to  fex,  tlieir  proportions  as  to  young  and  old,  and 
to  the  ftages  of  fucceflion  in  life;  their  morals,  their  man- 
ners, and  much  elfe  in  their  ufage,  as  well  as  habits,  inimi- 
C3il  to  increafe  of  the  fpecies,  afford  grounds  for  afferting, 
that  the  negroes  neither  do  nor  can  multiply  by  natural 
gaeaDS.  circumftanced  as  they  are  at  the  prefent  hour:  ad-  . 
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▼entittous,mean$  for  a  time  to  come,  are  nee^art  to  iup{4y 
thofe  conne6lbn$  in  fociety,  which  may  givcfair  prcxniteclif 
increafe  at  a  future  perrod,  by  the  ordinary  courfe of  births 
Such  temporary  f'ujjplies,  co-operating  wiih  the  fnrefetu  jbd* 
tention  of  our  xrotonial  Legiilafares  to  the  inftru£tk>n,  aid 
to  the  more  fecure  and  more  happy  iituationof  thefl2ve% 
may,  I  doubt  not,  ^roduice  fuch  eflfetfl.  But  Tuch  future  ef^ 
fedl  rs  dependant  on  prefent  Topplies,  and  for  a  period  t» 
come. 

That  ih^  negroes  on  the  planta-Nons do  not  at  <prefentf|B» 
iieraily  increafe. by  bfrths,  was-ala^  admitted  in  the  lodi 
and  nth  of  the  original  refoi utiof is  brought  forMnaitd  bj  csf 
.honoQrable  friend.  He  advanced,  indeed^  thaft  the  oanMl 
ezcefs  of  deaths  above'births,  dimin^ftiedfucceffiiFdly  in  ewoh 
period  to  the  year  iJ^J  in  'Barbmlocs  and  Jamaica.  In  tfat 
very  able  fpeech  of  Nlr.  Bryan  Edwards^  delivered  at:  fft 
conference  of  the  Ho^lfe  of  Affembly,  and  <^f  the  CouiKii- 
«t  Jamaica,  the  very  grotmds  of  the  above cjtkulatiofi  hamm 
been  proved  to  be  deiufive  :  the  num4)erof  negroes  being  3ft' 
one  period  taken  from -the  taic  rolls,  and  then  a  ciMnparifisa; 
drawn  at  another ,peri€Ad«  not  from  the  numbers  taken  Iromi 
^tax  rolls,  bat  from  theeftimate,  the  meregvefs  of  a  Gow«; 
nor  or  others: — in- thofe  diHinfb  grounds,  no  relation  4£ 
cafe  or  criterion  can  be  aflumed, 

Mr.  George  Habbert,  in  page  ^S'of  the^fecond  wtAmm^ 
^{  evidence  Aates,  -on  invefligation  made  with  care,  aiid.a^ 
parently  accurate,  that  the  decrease  tn  Jamaica  is  df  twa/mA 
a  half  per  cent.,  that  is,  of  one  and  a  h^if  more  Mhan  jt 
Hated  hi  the  kbove  refolutions ;  arid  it  is  very  FemarkaUiir 
that  Mn  Hibbert  fliews  the  decreafe  to  be  •greater  in  the  fad^ 
ter,  than  in  a  former  period  of  nineteen  years.   'If  this  ^« 
cumftance  is  attributed  tohurricanes  and  to  epidemic difeafc} 
in  anfwer,  I  muft  ftate  my  appreheiifions,  that  burricaiiM 
and  epidemic  difeafe  are  fufficiently  frequent  in  tlie  Weft' 
Indies  to  warrant  their  making  part  of  a  general  eftimate. 
Bat  even  admitting  the  pofition  advanced  in  the  refolutioM- 
to  its  fuUeft  extent,  it  doth  not  prefume  an  ^xcefs  of  btrflSi 
above  deaths  on  the  general  average ;  and  it  cannot  efe^t 
notice,    that   the  inftances   brought  forward   in  excep^ioi^ 
of  ^particular  eftates  having  a  regular  increafe  of  negroes  if 
births  affed  that  general  average,  and  afibrd  an  infevencoa  \ 
further  decipeafc  on  the  remainder, — that  is,  on  the  greater  i 
total  of  eftates.     If,  for  inftance,  an  annuid  lofs  of  %ur  it  ] 
faid  to  fall  on  the  number  of  twenty ;  and  in  a  diflind  fiyia 
of  that  twenty  we  £nd  that  one  again  fupplied,  thciv  (be  lofr  - 

*  Vidi  Mr.'£dwards'i  Speech,  priotcd  £ar  J.  Jkbiatt. 
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of  four  bears  to  fa£t  on  tte  remaining  fifteen,  and  is  to  be 
fo  eiliniated, 

A  fimilar  inference  occurs,  on  confideration  of  the  di£- 
sroportioQ  of  fexes :  when  particular  eftates  are  inllanced  as 
toTing  4n  equal  Or  greater  number  of  females  than  males, 
tben  the  difproportion  of  fexes  dated  in  the  total,  bears 
hcaTier  on  the  remainder  from  the  very  circumftance  of  the 
caies  in  exception  mentioned. 

One  matter  of  notoriety  hath  in  a  great  degree  efcaped 

.the  attention  of  the  examinants,  either  of  the  Privy  O  un- 

idl,  or  in  your  Committees^  and  which  hath  farther  ef{e<!:t, 

in  aggravating  the  difproportion  of  (exes.     It  is,  that  the 

Numerous  white  Arvanrs,  and  others  ordinarily  ient  forth 

.Trom  the  mother  country  in  the  ftate  of  apprenticefliip,  carry 

.oot  no  help  mate  of  their  own  colour,  and  certainly  find  do 

belp- mate  cf  their  own  Colour,  and  as.  certainly  take  to  them* 

i.tidves  a  help  mate  of  any  colour  they  can  find :  in  calcuia- 

.ting  the  proportion  of  fexes,  we  fhouH  take  overfeers  and 

Jyodier  Europeans  into  tqiifideration^ — for  they  appropriate  a 

donfiderable  number  of  negro  females;  and  we  may  venture 

.Id  fajf  they  appropriate  tbofe  of  but  youth  and  form, — and    . 

.who  might  otherwife  become  prolific  wives  to  the  negro* 

^liien,  and  increafe  the  numbers  on  the  plantations.  ' 

AIJ  thefe  circumftances  fhould  be  fuper-added  to  the  an* 

.fwert  made  to  the  aSth  query,  tfanfmitted  from  the  Privy 

pDoMil  to  the  Governors  of  the  feveral  iflands :  that  is,  to 

r  'JObe  difproportion  of  two  men  to  one  woman  Jn  Grenada  aqd 

St»  Kjtt*s,  and  of  four  to  three  women  in  Jamaica,  as  af- 

£cAied  in  the  teftimony  of  Mr.  Hihbert,  page  364  of  the 

ifacond  volume  of  evidence.     In  the  iflands  of  Barbadoes  and 

Antigua,  where  the  anfwers  returned  leave  the  equality  of 

ijezes  a  matter  of  doubt,  the  fame  ctrcumfiances  will  operate 

to  aicertain  a  confiderable  difproportion. 

I  .     Moreover,  a  difproportion  of  young  people  to  old,  under 

jfvefent  circumftances,  obftrufls  natural  increafe.  and  requires 

I  ^Bcovifionary  means  of  remedy,  which  Africa  moft  for  a  time 

[  i^wpply*    In  fupport  of  the  latter  inference,   it  would  be 

I  ledioas  even  to  recapitulate  the  mere  names  of  witnefles, 

I  -irho  have  ftated  the  alteration  of  fyftem  within  late  years; 

I  mni  have  told  our  Committees,  that  in  former  times,  by  r^o 

i  jDcansan  equal  attention  was  paid  to  the  breeding  of  negroes 

i  J»  is  now:  of  courfe,  the  gradation  o£  ages  from  a  period 

I  Asmck  is  not  as  yet  duly  filled,  and  a  Hep  of  life  is  wanting 

fin  looft  e(late%  leaving  a  chafm  between  childhood  and  ma*- 

^  Jmre  man.    This  obfervation  is  of  partictilar  importance 

.confidered.  as  applicable  to  the  necefiity  of  a  tetpporary  im- 

^portation  of  African  flaves;  that  is^  for  fuch  number  of 

Msars  as  the  fupply  of  youthful  labourers  (hall  be  wanted  to 
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fill  the  place  of  the  aged  or  others,  who  drop  off  in  thi 
courfe  of  nature.  The  children  in  much  the  greater  pro- 
portion born  and  reared ' within  thefe  twelve  years  paiiedy 
have  not. reached  the  age  and  ftrength  for  labour  on  the  plan- 
tations in  fucceffion  as  thai  labour  is  called  for:  and  I  dcfire 
It  may  be  remarked,  that  this  jufl  ilatement  and  inferenct 
would  have  the  full  weight  and  efFedt  in  argument  againft 
immediate  and  unqualified  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  evea 
were  the  births  rqual  to  the  deaths  throughout  the  iflandsi 
and  the  fexes  numbered  in  due  proportion.  Befides  thde  na- 
tural impediments  to  Population,  which  timei  and  a  partial 
afSftance  from  a  flave  trade  may  during  that  time  remcTCy 
the  neglect  of  marriage  or  permanent  conne6^ion  among  tlit 
negroes,  their  diflb'utenefs  of  morals,  the  pfaiSices  of  abor* 
tion,  and  the  inattention  to  infants,  are  all  evils  to  be  over- 
come, and  whi-  h  cannot  be  overcome  fuddenly. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  ftatements  is,  that 
the  negrces  in  our  colonies  do,  and  muil  increafe,  until  At 
meafures  dilated  by  benevolence  and  policy  fhall  have  had 
4ime  to  operate;  and  that  mean  while,  fupplies  of  flav« 
from  Africa  (hould  be  allowed  in  aid  of  fuch  good  and  wib 
reform  in  the  government  and  regulation  of  thofe  aAoally 
on  the  plantations.  If  the  planters,  being  without  dAfS 
and  without  engagements,  were  free  to  make  a  furrender  of 
half  the  income  of  their  eftates,  and  to  let  every  other  con* 
fider.ition  give  way  to  the  fole  objeft  of  encouraging  the  pro- 
creation and  tlie  rearing  of  infant  negroes ; — if  the  planters 
could  direct  their  own  views,  and  command  their  own  tirae^ 
in  the  making  an  experiment  at  their  own  lofs  and  hazard* 
.  of  from  how  fmall  a  ftock,'and  under  how  many  difadvaa- 
tages,  mankind  may  yet  increafe  and  multiply :— If  no  deedi 
ot  mortgage,  no  contrafls  of  confignment,  controJed  anl 
diredled  their  fuperintendance  to  other  con fi derations  ; — i( 
1:1  a  word,  the  planter  was  not  generally  the  flave  of  tbe 
Britifii  creditor,  he  might  do  much  for  increafe  of  tlie  ilavfli 
he  calls  his  own,  and  in  many  inftances,  circumftanced  e^eft 
as  his  flaves  are,  might  attain,  in  a  number  of  years,  tka 
objeft  he  has  in  view,  witliout  importations  from  Africa. 

But  whilft  twenty  millions  of  debt  prefs  on  the  proprierarr 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  as  eftimated,  page  386,  of  the  iecom 
volume  of  evidence ;  whilft  a  full  third  of  the  property  m 
the  iflands,  that  is,  of  feventy  millions,  according  to  the 
cak:uIation  of  a  no&le  Lord,  moft  converfnnt  in  commercial 
concerns,  is  engaged  by  mortgage  to  the  merchants  and 
others  in  the  mother  country;  how  can  the  planter,  fpeak* 
ing  generally,  remit  labonr  and  induftry  on  thofe  gto«iiid% 
"where  his  own  is  but  a  refidue>  and  where  fo  great  dennnJi; 
are  previoufly  to  bt  fatisfied>  aRd  ere  he  can  claim  a  mem 
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fabfifteoce  for  hioifelf  ?  Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  flave 
trade  being  fupprefled,  and  his  negroes  decreafing  the  iirft 
year,  in  the  fmalleft  per-centage,  that  decreafe  muK  become 
progreffiye,  and  accelerate  from  year  to  year;  for,  as  his 
nuinbcrs  became  lefs,  bis  labour  becomes  more,  from  time 
to  time  falling  heavier  on  the  negroes  who  temain. 

How  cruelly  the  meafure  of  fuppreffmg  at  once  the  trade' 
for  flaves  from  Africa^  might  operate  iii  relation  to  the 
ilaves  a£tually  on  the  plantations  of  the  Weft  Indies,  is  not 
readily  to  be  conceived  in  all  its  extent  of  mifery,  — or  not 
to  be  conceived  without  horror. 

I  could  give  colour  to  thefe  fatal  confequences,  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr,  Francklyn,  page  96;  Sir  Afhton  Byam, 
page  116;  ^r.  Baillie,  page  19?.;  Mr.  Gregg,  page  226; 
Mr.  Douglas,  page  292;  and  Dr.  Athill,  who^  page  304^ 
of  tlie  fecond  part  of  evidence,  ftates,  in  addition  to  the  ge- 
neral topics  of  too  much  labour,  and  too  few  labourers,  the 
particular  deftru£lion  to  young  negroes,  fr6m  the  mafter 
being  in  his  nece£Qties  driven  to  make  them  work  in  the 
fields  ere  their  manhood  is  mature,  and  thus  foon  wear  them 
out,  and  bring  pn  early  decrepitude,  cr  death. —  As  to  the 
.general  eCFeSts  of  cutting  off  all  fupplies  of  new  negroes, 
they  are  defcribed  in.the  petition  from  Uemerary  and  tfle- 
quibo,  in  terms  fo  plain  and  true,  —  that  he  who  runs  may 
read. 

This  document,  to  be  found  in  part  6,  of  the  Appendix 
of  the  Report  of  the  Privy  Council,  is  addreflfed  to  the 
States  of  Holland  and  Friefland;  it  fays, — "  that  (in  thofe 
'^  colonies)  their  annual  diminution  of  flaves  is  five  per 
**  cent:  this  is  little  felt  the  firft  year;  nineteen  remaining 
**  negroes  hardly  perceive  that  they  do  the  work,  which  th^ 
"  pr^eding  year  employed  twenty:  but  the  fecond  year, 
^  the  fame  work  falls  to  eighteen;  and  if  another  yc2^^ 
^^  pailes^  without  an  augmentation  by  purch^fe,  fevenceen 
^  muft  do  the  work  firil  allotted  to  twenty  :  this  muft  give 
^  rife  to  difcontent,  defertion,  or  revolt;  or  if  the  negroes 
'^  put  up  patiently  with  the  furcharge  of  labour,  illnefs,  an^ 
**-an  earlier  death,  muft  be  the  confccjuence." 

I  cannot  quit  the  (ubje6^  of  too  much  labour,  and  too 
few  labourers,  without  one  fartlii^r  reference  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Ottley,  Chief  Juftice  in  St.  Vincent's.  It  is  hqt 
giving  juft  and  due  weight  to  the  teftimony  of  that  gentle- 
nun,  when  1  uflier  it  in,  by  declaring  the  pleafure  I  take  in 
faying,  on  my  intimate  knowledge  of  him,  from  youth  up- 
wards, that  the  beft  feelings  have  ever  conftituted  him  a 
common  friend  of  mankind,  without  diftin£lion  of  colour 
or  condition;  and,  that  natural  and  acquired  powers  of  mind 
have  fitted  bin)  to  execute,  ^s  to  conceive,  what  Is  for  the 
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benefit  of  all  around  him,  Tliis  fliort  dt^refion  will  be  ei- 
cufed,  when  I  Aate,  that  it  is  made  in  juftice  to  one  who 
antipipated  the  views  of  Britiih  benevolence,  and  wu 
framing  colonial  ads  for  the  fecurity,  comfort,  and  happi* 
nefs  of  ihe  flaves  in  St.  Vincent's,  before  our  firft  regnlatorf 
<bill  was  even  opened  in  this  country,  or  the  (lave  trade  in 
any  way  made  a  queftion  in  this  Houfe.  Mc.  Octley  bath 
given  you  the  cleareft  ftatement  of  the  retult  to  the  negroei 
on  the  plantations,  derivative  from  a  fudden  fuppreffion  of 
the  trade  to  Afiica  for  flaves.  Page  167,  of  the  laft  volqme 
of  evidence,  he  fays,  "  that  cflates  in  thfr  Weft  Indies,  in 
^*  general,  are  deeply  mr>rtgaged;  that  in  many  inftance% 
**  where  there  is  fuch  incumbrance  and  weight  of  debt,  the 
^<  greateft  exertion  of  labour,  and  worft  fupuly  of  food,  art 
^  the  confequences;  that  on  fuch  eft^tes  fo  circumftanced  a| 
*<  to  be  defective  in  their  natural  incrcafc,  the  proprietors^ 
^^  who  are  obliged  to  anfwer  the  pretbng  dema.nds  of  their 
^^  creditors,  wouM  (he  feared)  in  many  inftances,  b<^  induced 
<<  to  work  their  gangs  beyond  tlieir  ftrength ;  and  that  1 
<i  fudden  unqualified  abolition  of  the  trade  for  flaves  to 
**  Africa,  would  thus  eventually  prove  oppreffive  to  many 
«*  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies  *  Sir,  all  thefe  confequences  cl 
furcharge  of  labour,  and  of  the  wrelchednefs  of  the  lave 
keeping  pace  with  the  ruin  of  his  owner,  are  obvious.  But 
do  the  mifery  and  mifchief  end  here,  even  in  regard  to  (he 
flave^  No,  Sir;  merchants  of  the  fit  ft  eminence,  men  who 
can  fpeak  to  the  intent  of  creditors,  (for  themfelves  are  cre- 
ditors) tell  you,  *'  that,  in  cafe  of  the  flave  trad^  bein^ 
<*  aboliftied,  the  merchants  nmrtgagees^  and  others,  rooft 
^  withdraw  their  indulgence  hitherio  granted  to  debtorSi 
'*  and  forclofe/'  Look  to  page  39^  of  the  fecond  volume 
of  evidence,  and  geneplly  to  the  evidence  of  Mefirs.  BalUie, 
Rucker,  Hankey,  and  Hibhert. 

The  efFedl  of  the  creditor  preffing  on  the  planter,  will  be 
fatal  to  the  flave  in  a  yet  farther  point  of  view.  In  page  173, 
of  the  laft  or  fourth  volume  of  evidence,  you  are  told  by 
the  Chief  luftlce  of  St.  Vincent*s,  "  that  flaves  are  liable  te 
,  f*  feizure  for  debts,  in  default  of  other  goods  and  chattels; 
^'  and  that  in  a  fale  of  flaves,  under  fuch  circumfhnces, 
^<  there  is  no  provifion  to  guard  agajnft  the  fepamtion  of  fa- 
*'  milies,  excepting  in  relation  to  the  mother  and  infant 
'*  child.**  Doth  not  fuch  feparation  conftitute  a  principal 
(hare  of  that  very  extreme  of  outrage  on  the  rights  and  feel* 
ings  of  human  creatures,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
fo  ftrongly  deprecates  in  Africa?  Why  inftitutenew  caufesof 
fuch  feparation  in  the  Weft  Indies  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman,    again,  deprecates  the  tem^ 
pprary  confinement  in  a  flave  fhip;  why  give  farther  oc^ 
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fafiOB  tD  cODfincnent  ia  a  Weft  Indtaii.  pf iiba  ?  wlifti^  midev 
9  diArain  for  debt  of  the  tnaftery  the  poor  ilave  aia]r  Hngi^  ^ 
fcr  do«bi^  for  tvebla  the  time  of  a  Middle  Paffiige,  but 
even  tbefe  honors  apart*  it  it  nothing  to  excite  a  general 
jyfaaiofpn>cefaaiidia|^  by  the  ProvoA  Matftial,  which 
mft  at  leaft  tear  the  poor  Creole  Have  fr«iA  his  old  habita- 
^?  Says  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  in  page  iB8,  of  the  4th 
fohune  of  evidence,  '^  There  have  been  inftances  of  flavet 
^  pioing  away»  removed  from  their  habitations*  and  old 
f  ^KMts  of  ground;'*  but  the  feparation  too  isj  irooi  his  wife, 
fteoi  bis  child. 

Sic,  I  have  faid  enough  of  the  confequences  of  the  abolition 
f(  the  flave  trade,  fo  tar  as.it  may  operate  oa  the  fituation 
itf  the  ilave  in  Africa,  or  of  the  flave  in  the  Weft  Indies.  I 
ilavefliewn  that  the  caufe  of  humanity  is  no  gainer  by  foch 
r}recipit;^te  undertakii^.  None  can  gain.  What  lofs  maj 
[leffilt  from  the  meafure  it  is  not  eafy  to  eftimate,  taking  into 
hfonfideration  the  many  and  intricate  dependencies  on  the 
Ijpeftion,  adverting  to^commerce,  navigation  and  revenue. 

i  muft  here,  Sir,  reaatl  th  your  mind,  that  I  have  adduced 
H  body  of  evidence  incontrovertible,  letting  afide  all  preten* 
tons  to  the  finding  a  fubftitute  for  the  flave  trade,  in  the  im* 
ymved  civilization,  manufadures,  and  culture  of  Africa: 
fqcb  were  ftated  by  my  honotirable  friend  as  the  alternatives 
,  eif  aflave  trade^  the  evpedanfv  was  held  out  to  us  as  refult* 
I  mg  from  a  fupprefficn  of  the  flave  trade,  but  Great  Britain 
I  ktth  no  power  to  fupprefs  that  trade :  ftie  may  quit  her  ihare 
I  «f  it  indeed  ;  but  I  have  fliewn  that  fuch  fliare  fo  abandoneU, 
I  will  be  quickly  feized  by  others,  and  the  flave  trade  be  carriid 
;•  00  with  new  exertions  and  r ivalibip  on  every  part  of  the  coaftt 
irfAfcica, 

Ibe  African  trade,  which  we  are  called  upon  to  furrender 
Itonceand  without  preparation,  and  with  no  indensnificatioa 
fif  cooiBierce  whatever,  is,  in  its  conne£^ions  at  leaft,  a 
IBstter  of  the  greateft  concern. 

As  to  the  tra£5c  for  flaves  in  itielf,  and  refting  on  its  own 
grounds,  whether  confidered  as  a  trade  of  export,  or  as  a 
carrying  trade,  or  as  part  of  our  navigation,  1  declare  moft 
ftpiicitly  that  Icanpotbe  its  advocate,  on  any  one  queftion 
tven  of  national  expediency :  but  as  a  refourcb,  I  hope  and 
trail  a  tern porar y  refource,  to  our  Weft  Indian  ColonieSv  it 
derives  from  its  connexion  with  them  an  importance  touch* 
ing  the  very  cxiftence  of  the  Bricifli  enipite.  Should  the 
notion  of  this  night  be  adopted,  I  prefume  not  to  meafore 
the  extent  ofru in  in  the  iflands,  and  decay  in  their  comitierce^ 
as  dependent  for  a  time  on  that  with  Africa*  Haw  tittle  ift 
Isch  cafe  the  Weft  Indian  commerce  n^ht  become,  I  dread 
tothinkof!   bow  great  that  coiBQMnco  adtudly  is,  IwiB     j 
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/hew  briefly  andin  part  only.  To  follow  it  through  all  its 
..  various  channels  and  to  the  extent  of  its  coUrfe»  woiild  ro* 
quire  more  time,  even  in  the  mere  ftatement  of  articles  and 
items,  than  this  debate  would  admit  of.  In  the  year  1787 
the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Britifli  Weft  Indian 
iflands  are  dated  in  the  Report  of  Privy  Council  as  follows: 

Britifh  roanufadnres  in  value  — -  1,441,048 
Eaft  Indian  goods  —  —  .--  23t570 
Foreign  goods        —  —        —  174,084 


£.  1,638,702. 

There  were  employed  in  the  above  export  trade  527  IhipSi 
of  which  the  aggregate  tonnage  was  124,454  tons. 

In  the  fame  year  17879  the  imports  from  the  Britiih  Weft 
Indies  were  taken  at  a  very  low  valuation        £.  3>749>447 

The  excife  and  cuftoms  paid  on  which  were      -      1,61 4,689 

Thefe  imports  were  freighted  in  573  (hips,  of  which   the 
.aggregate  tonnage  amounted  to  i.)t»934  tons,  which  is  con- 
fiderably  above  one  eighth  of  the  whole  commercial  tonnags 
of  tbefe  kingdoms  eftimated  in  1789  at  1,054,000  tons. 

In  ftating  mere  articles  of  import  and  export,  and  the 
.dipping  employed,  I  know  w^ll  that  many  diredas  well  as 
collateral  branches  of  national  and  mercantile  advantage  ate 
omitted  in  the  eftimate. 

.  Moreover  I  purfue  not  the  trade,  even  thus  narrowed  to 
psriicular  articles,  beyond  an  immediate  intercourfe  between 
the  Colonies  and  this  iiland:  I  purfue  it  not  to  Africa,  nor 
to  America,  nor  to  Ireland,  nor  above  all  to  the  fiiheriesof 
Newfoundland,  or  to  the  fiflieries  on  your  own  Coafts.  In- 
deed the  capital  engaged  in  this  great  trade,  circulates  through 
every  vein;  every  the  mtnuteft  du£l  of  the  political  and 
commercial  frame  of  thefe  countries:  it  is  conned ed  with 
and  invigorates  every  other  part  of  thefyftem,  and  if  with- 
drawn, there  would  fucceed  a  flagnation,  an  univerfal  torpor, 
a  death  to  every  (snergy  which  now  makes  our  ilateflouri£h  in 
weahh  and  in  power. 

This  is  what  you  art  requeued  to  endanger  at  Icaft,  by  a 
vote  for  immediate  abolition  of  the  African  (lave  trade;  a 
Tote  which  cannot  have  even  the  eifedl  fet  up  againft  fo  many 
afiual  miichiefs,  and  fo  many  apparent  hazards;  a  vote 
-whidi  muft  tieap  new  calamity  on  the  iieads  of  the  ilaves  i^ 
Africa,  and  of  the  ilaves  on  the  plantations,  whom  alone  it 
•profefTes  to  fer  ve, 

I  hope  1  ihall  not  be  told  that  it  proftn1I:s  to  ferve  the  plant- 
er himfelf.     Certaioexaminaiits  ir:  your  CommittceSi  inde^ 
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have  queftioned  to  fomething  like  fuch  eff::€tp  and  talked 
of  rain  Co  che  planters  from  the  purchafe  of  negroes,  as  a  kind 
of  rule. 

Sir^  the  planters  hare  generally  dated  their  alarm  from 
every  quarter,  and  have  come  with  their  petitions  and  Coun* 
fel  to  yoar  bar  deprecating  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade. 
They  might,  1  think,  have  been  fpared  the  irony,  the  in- 
fult,  of  its  being  intimated  to  them,  <'  that  fuch  abolition 
**  was  meant  kindly  to  them,  and  for  their  particular  ad« 
•*  fantage,"    " 

The  effeSt  of  cutting  off  all  means  of  fupplies  of  frefli  ne* 
*groes  to  the  Colonies,  would  certainly  be  enhancing  the 
taloeof  thofe  a£)ually  on  the  plantations,  and  thus  on  the 
Uw  eftates  mentioned  as  being  fo  circumftanced  in  point  of 
proportions  of  Tex,  as  to  increafe  naturally  and  by  births, 
irould  operate  partially  as  an  advantage  to  particular  plan* 
ters.  But  the  generality  of  the  planters  would  be  more  or 
lefs  afirded  in  a  different  way. 

Thofe  ure  nbarraiTed  by  mortgages  or  coQtra£l  of  confign- 
ments  might  forego  the  culture  of  nuich  of  their  eftates,  and 
as  their  numbers  of  negroes  decreafM"  in  the  firft  inftance, 
they  might  apportion  the  Extent  of  cultivation  to  th&eafe 
indlieaith  of  the  remainder,  and  thus  in  a  length  of  years 
foffibly  furmount  the  obftacles  to  population,  and  leave  to 
their  children,  eftates  repleniflied  with  people,  on  the  tem- 
porary facrifice  of  their  own  income  and  comforts :  this  truly 
would  be  a  glorious -facrifice.  But  I  have  already  ftated  how 
lew  there  are  in  a  condition  to  make  fuch  a  facrifice ! 

MolV  of  the  planters  are  much  indebted.  The  alarm 
which  the  meafure  would  fpread  among  the  creditors  in 
Great  Britain  would  operate  to  recal  their  monies,  or  cer- 
tainly to  require  more  than  ordinary  punctuality  in  dilcharge 
#f  the  interefts  of  their  debts.  The  latter  demand  muflaC. 
any  rate  be  a  confequence  of  their  property  refling  in  general 
^Opinion  on  a  mere  experiment  and  fpeculation.  But.  it  is  not 
too  much  to  afTume,  that  many  may  not  permit  the  loan  of 
their  fortunes  to  refl  on  a  fecurity  under  circumflances  of 
probable  or  poilible  deterioration,  which,  once  incurred,  can 
never  be  retrieved.  If  the  capital  of  debt  ts  not  at  once  de- 
manded, yet  conditions  of  payment  by  inftallments  mufl  in 
fuch  cafeoe  rigprouily  exaded.  Hence  the  planter,  preiTed 
fer  certain  payments,  under  all  the  uncertainties  of  (eafon^ 
and  under  all  the  cafualties  to  which  his  eilate  is  liable,  mull 
on  every  dearth  or  difeafe  fpreading  around  him,  require  ex- 
traordinary labour  on  his  plantation,  and  which  labour  mufl 
from  year  to  year  incapacitate  his  flaves  for  any  labour  at 
•II :  his  j>eople  muft  be  overworked,  mud  be  rendered  mife- 
nblc,^  and  himftlf  be  finally  ruined  and  wretched.    This 
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fliiMtmdMt  applfes  to  eftaies  in  $a3l  cottivation :  ia  tokS^  iiirliiitf 
(dftatct  are  oot  tn  full  evritiTttion«  or  not  fopplicd  alim* 
dv  with  n^o  lalK>urerf9  equal  in  nmnber  to  work  ii0\ 
ffantatiotfi  to  Its  full  etteaty  than  fo  miich  of  the  pte-j 
tatton  as  tfaoftfare  dot  peofde  to  work>  is  loft,  or,  in  odh|^ 
words,  fb  much  is,  by  the  ad  declaratory  ef  (up^nffioo  jl 
the  flave  trade,  tsduto  from  the  proprietors.  If  tl^  perfoam 
iiecatne  a  proprietor  eithcf  bV  his  monef  ^Mid,  or  by  tlH 
iweat  of  his  faraw  festHixing  the  landtgrMted  in  origiaal  mm 
Ionization,  lie  hath  no  petitioif,  no  praycfr,  he  iiath  a  cLmi 
of  right  for  tndefnnificaftofli  on  the  mother  country  ;  wliidl 
4rft  encouraged  his  enterprize,  and  which  ktvinjg  gMPen  hiai 
-a  title,  or  perhaps  eren  inade  conditions  of  his  i#ocedare^  ii 
boanden  to  pay  the  price  of  theadi^entur^  in  termiiiating  ~ 
|>rogrefs,  and  in  fruftrating  its  proNnife  of  adTantage. 

I  hare  fpoken  to  diftrefs  and  rein  in.the  Colonies^  s(s  op*» 
tating  gradoalhf :  but  may  not  the  eSefi  of  the  meaftare  piiw 
pofedbemoreuidden,  a  paroxyfm,  aconvulfion  of  wnacch^ 
^dnefsanddefeeration?  I  will  not  pilaphefy  details  of  iofiir* 
^Aion  and  ot  revolt.    We  all  know  Chat  fuch  conloqiaesioiii; 
are  within  theeftimatc  of  difafieAion  refiiltingfroa  pp|»efliQ% : 
whether  of  the  flare  orer  worked  by  the  Bcitifli  plaiiter» 
of  the    Britifii    planter,    deprived  by  arbitrary    and  i 
t^mptnous  authority  at  once  ot  his  fortunes  and  of  hta 
Hour.    It  feems  to  have  been  contended,  ahnoft  with  e^^ 
earneftnefs  and  zeal,    to  place  the  flaves  in  their  due  rank  of 
men,  and  to  difpofiefs  their  mafters  of  the  very  charaAeraal 
men.     Perliapsan  experitnent  in  adoal  proof  of  the  latttr  : 
propofition,  may  not  be  ah  experiment  either  very  profitably 
'    wr  very  fafe. 

Hating  trefpafled  fo  much  on  your  time,  I  Ihould  fongp 
allanimadverfion  on  topics  apparently  irrelevant  to  the  qviet 
tion  before  you;  yet  there  is  one  fubjed,  which  1  feel  myfttf 
efpecially  called  upon  to  mention,  if  not  to  difcub.    Sh*^  k 
Is  with  pain  that  I  for  a  moment  advert  to  the  very  extenfiva 
volume  of  evidence  relating  to  the  tVeft  Indian  planters :  I 
ftall  merely  touch  unor.  itseericral  turn  and  matter,  id  juftica 
to  thofe  whom  it  tends,  1  truft  harmlefsly  as  invidionfly 
tends,  to  vilify  and  degrade.    Indeed  the  Colontfts  have,  ia 
the  coorfe  of  this  bufioefs,  been  no  wavs  fpared ;    their  for- 
tunes, their  charaders,  have  been  e<]ttafly  and  cruelty  fport- 
ed  with.   A  hafty  adroiffion  of  all  forts  of  tales  from  i^l  fwts 
of  men;  an  over  curious  inteftigation  of.&ds,  too  atrocious 
and  too  lingular  to  ferve  as  leiTons  for  teform,  though,  well 
calculated  as  topics  for  reproach ;  and  a  refponiive  zeal  in  tbs 
Witnefles,  fo  very  intemperate  as  ocoaHonally  to  difrtlgard 
even  confiftency  in  allegations,  charaAerise  many  parts  of 
theevidisnce  rehting  to  negroes  in  the  iflands»    Some  of  the 
•perfons  who  have  been  brought  forward  to  fpeak  of  the  con- 
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iad  of  oiaAtes  loWasdi  tfadr  Saves,  tegitt  w!t6  ftrbtt^  alTer- 
^  lions  of  genecal  crueky  suid  HI  treatments  then  exditiinaitt 
aiki)  '^  Cw  yott  m^Dtba  anyinftance  r*^  '<  Y^*^  fays  the 
leady  witnefs,  *^  I  can  ocotioiv  ai%  itvAance.'*  He  then  trih 
kitdreatful  Aorjy  and  that  ftory*  with  all  its  exaggeration^, 
l^rhaps  dated  too  on  mere  hearfay,  is  confckjnded  with  tli^ 
friorgeneralaflfetlieo:  if  fuch  procedure  Kaih  the  infereoee 
in  ytew>  which  it  fieemt  to  have ;  it  conilitiAcesy  on  proper 
Joeical  analyfis,  a  mere  calumny,  aggravated  by  fallacy  and 
•tffingenuoufneJFs,  in  fo  arranging  the  lertnsof  fhe  propbfitjon, 
at  to  infinuate  a  generality  from  an  ittflahce;  a  role  of  condud 
from  an  exception. 

.  Such  critical  invcfligation  it  not  however  always  requlGte, 
in  order  to  ground  the  cenfure  which  i  ptrefanK?  to  ptrfs  oh 
forts  of  the  evidence.  When  1  am  to(d  of  the  comhifi^ 
precautions,  and  craeltieso^puncfhment  inflnSled  onr  woirien 
in  an  advanced  Aate  of  pregnancy ;  t)ie  tale  is  a  calumny  oh 
the  f^ee  of  it,  oorktradidtory  rn  itfelf,  and  repugnant  to 
jMiman  iiatora,  and  to  every  princi'pleof  human  a<^ions.  An 
Jiifiorian  who  valued  his  credit  With  the  world,  would  liav^ 
^ibeen  caution's  of  intro<lucing  fuch  a  tale  on  any  authority 
whatever,  even  into  the  memoirs  of  a  buccaneer  of  Groiti- 
WfdVs  time*  Yet  this  tok  is  mono  than  once  introduced  into 
what  istennedy  evidence  of  the  condu6l  of  British  planteri^ 
if  Briti A  genrlemeji,  and  their  Bricidv  fervants,  in  tho  liberil, 
Ihe  enlightened  aera  of  1 79 1 !  ' ' 

I  will  not  condeicend  farther  to  combat  partieiilar  C2(fs 
and  inftancei.  The  felf  contradi£iions  and  inconfiftences  ^f 
feme  of  the  witnefibs  are  fpch,  as  outdo  all  the  viewc  of  a 
crofs  examination^  and  betray  the  parties  mod  completely 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  may  think  them  of  eonleqitenoe 
KiOQgh  to  eng-Jge  their  attention:  but  I  mufl  advert^  al- 
fboogh  I  cannot  advert  without  regret  indeed  to  that  part  tif 
Ak  evidence  where  the  queftions  are  di reded  to  an  invidious 
DDtDpariibn,  looking  to  a  degradation  of  the  humanity  of  a 
Britifli  planter,  below  that  of  a  Frenchman,  of  a  Spaniard, 
if  an  American,  or  of  a  Dutchman,  in  fimilar  rdations  of 
Bafterto  the  flave.  One  of  our  heft  comic  writers  difcrimi- 
lated  better  the  pretenfions  of  our  people,  when  wifhing  to 
hew  beoevoltnce  in  its  genuine  and  faireft  colours,  he 
orfonified  it  in  the  charadter  and  condudl  of  ««  The  Weft 
ndian." 

In  thtn  reprohatmg  the  matter  and  the  manner  too  of 
nidi  that  hath  been  faid  in  allegation  before  your  Cooi- 
aittees,  i  by  no  means  aflert,  that  many  good  and  intellU 
Bnt  meii  have  not  given  juft  and  candid  accouotsof  the  treat- 
leqt  and  condition  of  flaves. 
Vox,  XXIX.  Mm  Of 
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Of  all  fuch  evidencd  I  ihould  avail'nyfetf  whenever  a  re^* 
gulatory  iyftem  is  introduced;  fori  would  wifh  fuch  fyftem.' 
purfued  in  the  Weft  Indies,  till  not  oneflave  is  left  dependant^ 
pn  the  relative  charader  of  the  mafter,  hut  be  at  kaft  asfi^n 
cure>  I  would  lay  more  fecure,  than  an  apprentice  in  tUi^ 
j^ountry.  The  colonial  Legtflatures  have  already  gone  6r; 
•in  fuchfyftem  relpe<3ing  their  own  immediate  province 
iVfrica,  and  on  ihejeas,  our  part  in  the  bufincfs  is  " 
))egun. 

In  theniean  tin^e,  it  is  requifite  that  the  intentions  of 
Britifti  Parliament   ihoulJ  not  be  mifunderfiood.     It  is 
fceffar)  that  the -alarms  which  have  arifen,  in  conlequence 
an  immediate  fupprefllon  of  the  Have  trade  being  in  agitat' 
ihould  bequieted)  9nd  that  gieat  queftion  doled.     This 
(Credits  and  connexions  of  the  moneyed   and   landed  inten 
in  the  Weft  Indies  require;  aslikewile  the  temper  of  the  iiO^ 
groe?,    and  general  pe;)ce  of  the  Colonics. 

Moreover  the  lyflem  of  regulation,  and 'gradual  and 
per  attainment  of  the  great  ends  of  jufiiceand  j>olicy  in  v 
lequire  that  our  attention  fliould   r?pt  be  diawn  away,  to  I 
xneafure  idly  and  vainly  profc'f&ng  to  anticipate,  and  reoiM 
unneceffary  the  objedls  of  that  attention. 

Under  thefe  impreli'tons,  I  heard  with  fatisfaf^ion,  tl 
the  motion  was  fuch  as  to  put  us  at  iftue  on   the  queftii 
<^  That  there  fliould  be  an  immediate  ^nd  unqyalified  fa|l 
*^  preflion  of  the  flave  trade,  on  the  part  of  Great  firitai 
**  hep  Colonies."     That  quefiion   has  my  decided 
tive. 

Sir,  before  I  fit  down>  I  muft  appeal  to  the  powerful  aal 
able  advocates  for  my  honourable  friend's  motion,  and  whij 
may  affgmp  a  ftiare  in  this  night-s  debate,  for  temperateanl^ 
fair  conftruflion  of  the  part  which  myfelf  and  others  may  take 
with  ine,  oo  the  prefent  occafipn.  I  will  not  repeat  haftf 
exprefTion^,  thrown  opt  at  the  clofe  of  yefterday's  debat<^| 
but  if  refumed,  I  >youId  fuggeft  to  thofe  who  may  refumt^ 
fuch  language,  (hat  not  unaccuftomed  to  fpeculation  on  thB^ 
human  mind^  and  on  human  aflions,  I  muft  auger  ill  totii9 
Xnccefsofa  paufe,  the  principle  of  which  being  *<  good  wio 
towards  ipan,"  is  fuflained  by  advocates,  who  treat  the 
opinions  andcondudt  of  thofe  in  oppofition  to  them,  neither 
with  moderation,  as  ipen;  ppr  with  charity,  as  Chrit 
tians. 

Sir,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  Committee,  for  their  pa- 
tience and  attention  to  that,  which  I  have  thought  it  indif 
,penfible  in  me,  circumftanced  and  conne£led  as  lam,  toofe 
to  their  confideration.  I  fiiall  fit  down  in  foil  confidence 
that  the  event  of  this  night  will  ihew,  that  the  good  feofe 
fipd  true  beodvoience  of  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Common^  ar&  not 
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|jb  be  fafcinated  by  eloquence,    or  drawn  afide  by  any  in- 
IbpDce,  when  the  rostd  to  the  true  intercfts  and  welfare  of 
Ikir  country  and  of  mankind  is  before  them,  and  clear,  and 
mK& :  it  leads  to  a  rejeftion  of  the  prefent  motion. 
[  Mr,  Af^  Montagit  declared,  that  he  gave  the  mod  unqua-     Mr. 
Ked  approbation  and  fupport  to  the  motion  made  by  his  ho-  Montagu* 
wrable  fritnd,  and  pledged  himfelf,Mf  this  motion  fbould 
frejeded,  to  renew  it  at  fome  future  time,  protefting,  that 
lilehe  had  breath  and  power  to  ufe  whatever  abilities  fell 
this  lot,  he  fliould  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  to  obtain  an 
jefl  fo  deCrable  to  every  lover  of  juftice,  and  every  friend 
^mahkind. 

i-Lord  John  kujpl/ admhteA,  that  the  ideas  attached  to  fla-  Ld.  John 

pry  were  repugnant  to  our  feelings ;  yet,  he  conceived  that  RuffclU 

111  the  advantages  which  were   fuppofed  to  fefult  from  the 

pfent  motion,  would  prove  Vifionary  and  delufive.     It  was 

ply  a  feeble  attempt,  without  the  power,  to  ferve  the  caufe 

fhnmanlty.     We  might  relinquifh  the  trade ;  but  the  con- 

luence  would  piove  that  it  would  be  taken  up. by  other  na- 

Mis,    The  African  Have  trade  might  admit  of  many  regu- 

tons ;  and  whenever  a  bill  of  regulation  came  forward,  no 

\xa  would  be  more  ready  than  himfelf  to  lend  it  his  fupport* 

Ithtsway,  the  rights  of  human  nature  might  be  aflerted, 

fithoot  ttijuring  one  individual,  or  tbe  commerce  of  the 

Bjdom.  He  hoped  that  he  fhould  not  incur  very  fevere 
lire  for  what  he  had  faid,  as  he  was  not  fenfible  of  having 
Ihard  lieart,  let  bis  underftanding  b^  what  it  might.  His 
wut  was  as  free  and  as  acceflible,  as  the  rights  of  juftice  and 
Ifcecaufe  of  humanity  required* 

I  Mr.  Stanley  fpoke  ftrongly,  and  at  very  great  length)  Mr* 
l|ainft  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  as  opprefflve  and  un-  Stanley. 
(Wft  upon  a  great  body  of  planters  and  merchants,  injuring 
Ikcra  without  any  profpeft  of  recompence,  and  from  ideas  of 
hnnanity  to  the  negroes,  wbich  were  ill  founded.  Thirty 
^rs  experience  of  the  fituation,  and  that  of  the  planters 
tod  others  conneQed  with  the  trade,  gave  him  fome  right  to 
Wievc  that  be  knew  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  as  well  as  rooft 
ftoplc.  Of  the  evidence,  fome  parts  were  true,  fome  he 
bcw  to  be  fallacious,  and  others  much  exaggerated.  He 
toped,  therefore,  gentlemen  would  not  lay  fuch  implicit 
TOs  upon  it,  as  fiends  to  the  abolition  wiftied  them  to  do. 
Many  refpe£)able  names  had  been  introduced,  and  their  opi- 
Hons  quoted,  as  authorities;  amongft  others,  he  would  mcn- 
Jon  Admiral  Barrington's,  which  avowed  the  neceffity  for 
rifcipline  among  tbe  negroes,  fuch  as  was  praflifed  by  the 
^ifeft  and  beft  planters,  elfe  it  would  be  impoffible  to  keep 
kwn  in  any  kind  of  fubjeflion  or  order.  He  might  be  an- 
'"*^j  tliat  naval  men  were  apcuftomed  to  fee  harfli  treat-^Ogle 
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mqn^  and  laflirng  of  ^len,  and  therefor^  littit  difooncertcd 
by  it ;  but  would  this  be  a  faiif  or  liberajl  way  of  treating  focb 
^u^horUy  as  be  bad  mentioned }  He  Hkewife  read,  as  an 
Authority  that  (tavery  was  not  incompatible  witb  Chhllianit} 
and  religion,  opinions  of  the  BiOiop  of  Gloycefter^  and  flat- 
ed,  that  if  flavcry  waaaboliQied,  tl)e  negroes  wonLdfuppcft 
ihemftlyes  on  a  footing  with  their  mailers^  and  then  an  end 
would  be  put  to  all  order^  nianageoient^  and  fafely.  If  \X 
^ere  can  Wd  into  execution,  he  thought  we  might  as  veil 
give  up  our  colonies  and  iflands  entirely  at  the  fame  mocnent. 
Tlie  infurredions  in  Dominica,  he  was  weil  iafornoked,  had 
originated  from  the  difcuffion  of  this  queftion  in  Englandi 
which  was  tent  frooi  I'ranca  to  the  flaves  in  MartiDic|oe^ 
'  aiid  from  thence  communicated  to  thofeof  Donoinica* 

It  was  certainly  the  intereft  of  the  planters  to  incitaft 
^he  popuUtron  of  negroes,  and  if  humanity  did  not  didate 
to  them  to  treat  them  properly,  their  intereft  would;  for 
it  was  well  known,  that  one  of  thofe  who  were  called  iea- 
(oned  negroes,  were  worth  at  leaft  two  African  ila?c% 
many  of  whom  died  before  they  were  ieafoacd.  He  kdeif 
a  great  matiy  planters,  and  believed,  iji  general,  thattb^ 
fill  treated  their  flaves  Very  properly.  With  regard  to  til 
{lorrid  inflancesofn>ifcrable  wretches  becnfcen  in  thefi&H 
ations  defcribed  by  fc^uoe  of  the  evidences,  from  the  craeU 
ties  of  maders,  thefc  inftances^  he  imagined,  had  beef 
eolleAed  by  thofe  who  were  not  much  acauaintei}  witkAl 
country,  and  had  only  been  in  town^,  wh^re  they  mi^i% 
perhapSr  have  feen  examples  of  the  enormities  commilfti 
by  fomc  monflrous  rafcals  who  were  neither  frequent  Mf 
common.  He  wlihqd  fome  faiutary  regulations  couU  h 
thought  of,  and  if  any  one  brought  them  forward,  t|| 
planter,  would  give  him  every  fupport  and  affiHance  i| 
their  power,  but  he  never  could  agree  to  a  total  aboliu 
He  then  defcribed  the  Ctuation  of  Antigua,  Ncvis, 
St.  Qiriilophcr's ;  arguing  flill  for  the  neceflity  of  fla^ 
in  thoic  iflands,  and  fupport ing  his  pofitroiis  with  c%{ 
from  Locke,  and  orce  cr  twice  from  the  fcripturcs. 
Wr.  \V.  Mr.  fVilUamSmiih  lofe  next,  and  j»bfcrved,  that  it 
Smith  riot  his  intention  to  have  taken  the  leaft  notice  of  the 
gument  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  fcripturc,  in 
of  the  ilave  trade,  becaufe,  although  be  had  feen  it 
in  fotac  pamphlets,  it  had  always  appeared  to  him 
Irerocly  abfurd  and  fuperliciaU  as  to  he  totally  uiuici 
of  any  reply.  He  thought  it  adaptvd  merely  «*/< 
vulgus^\^^  to  impofe.on  thofe  who  never  took,  the  t: 
thinking  ;  and.  he  had.  imagljned>  that  gjctttleraev^.i 
have  paid  more  refpefi  to  the  dticcri^n^pt  of  the  O 
«w;,  ihfin  u l^ave  brought. it, foyw^^^feovN^i 
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Jitt  boiwrarable  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft  bad  adverted  tq 
it,  could  he  fuppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  the  good  fdnfe 
of  the  Houjfe  could  be  milled  by  a  fevr  perverted  or  mifap- 
^liedpaiTagesof  fcripture,  in  diretSl  oppofition  tothewholtf 
tenor  and  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  ;  to  the  theory^  he  might 
fay,  of  almofl  every  religion  which  had  ever  appeared  in 
the  world.  Whatever  might  be  ingenioufly  advanced  iti 
debalte,  every  man  muft  feel,  that  the  flave  trade  conld  not 
cxiA  an  hour,  if  that  excellent  maxim,  which  lies  at  the 
very  bails  of  Chriftian  morality,  **  To  do  unto  others  at 
*^  we  would  that  others  fliould  do  unto  us,"  had  its  prO'* 
per  inftuence  on  the  conduct  of  men« 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  equally  furprifed  him^ 
by  another  of  the  arguments  on  which  he  had  appeared  tp 
wly,  the  weaknefs  of  which  was"  equally  apparent  •*  Th« 
antiquity  and  univerfality  of  flavery.'*  It  was  impofllblff 
not  to  fte,  that  from  tne  naere  exiftence  of  any  pradlice^ 
not  even  a  prefumption  could  be  formed  in  favour  of  \tt 
juilice  or  propriety.  By  this  argument,  if,  indeed,  it  dc- 
ierved  the  appellation,  every  vice  and  crime  might  be  de- 
fended^ which  had  difgraced  mankind,  from  the  days  of 
Caiot  the  firfl  murderer,  to  the  prefent  times.  The 
Haves  of  antiquity,  howeyep,  even  under  all  the  hardfh:p$ 
•  they  fufiered,  were  in  a  fituation  far  preferable  to  that  of 
negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  ftate  of  flavery  then  wa4 
Aot  fo  degrading  as  that  in  which  the  wretched  -Africans 
are  holden  in  thefe  modern  times  :  and  a  word,  *^  Pater'^ 
fiamilias,"  ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  had  re^ 
minded  him  of  a  paflage  which  exemplified  this,  in  tho 
ft rongefl  manner :  *'  Domini ^^*  fays  Macrobius,  "  a  mujori^ 
•'  bu*  nnjiri\i  Patresfamilias,  f^^i  Fami Hares  appellati  Junt  ; 
*'  quid  vellenty  its  vocibusj  a  Demin$  omnem  invidiafk^  a  ferv^ 
•*  cmmm  eontumeliatn^  d*trahereV — <*  Our  anceftors  denomi-, 
•*  nated  the  matter.  Father  of  the  Family,  and  the  flave, 
•*  Domefiic;  with  the  intent'on  of  removing  all  cdlum 
•*  from  the  condition  of  the  mafter,  and  all  contempt  from 
*•  that  of  the  fervant."  Could  this  language  be  applied 
to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Weft-Indian  flavery  ?  ' 

It  had  been  complained  of  by  many  gentlemen  who  cf- 
poufed  theoppolitelide  of  the  queftion,  tAat,  in  fupport- 
f^Bg  their  caule,  they  laboured  undcf  very  great*  difadvan-^ 
tages ;  and  among  others^  that  they  had  to  contend  again  ft 
the  moft  fplendid  abilities  of  which  the  nation  could  boaft. 
Though  he  was  as  little  difpof<.d  as  any  man  to  depreciate 
Ckofe  admirable  talents^  on  both  fides  of  the  Hojfe,  which 
^rcre  fo  honourably  united  on  this  occafion,  in  favour  of 
j^rftice  and'humanity,  yet  he  knew,  that  among  his  anta* 
CffBift^  atfo  were  men  of  great  abilities,  which,  he  do^^bJ5^^ 

,       '      '  not,o 
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pot,  would  be  exerted  to  the  utmofl  In  defence  of  thd 
opinions  they  had  adopted.  But  there  was  one  difadvan- 
tage,  under  which  thofe  gentlemen  laboured,  of  great 
weight  indeed,  arifing  from  the  nature  of  their  caufe,  and 
for  which  no  talents  could  compenfate,  the  impoffibility  of 
maintaining  their  ground  fairly,  on  any  of  thofe  principled 
which  every  man  within  thofe  walls  had  been  accuftcnned, 
from  his  infancy,  to  venerate  as  faered.  He,  and  his 
friends,  Mr  Smith  faid,  had  lain  under  fome  difadvantages 
aifo :  a  ridiculous  charge  of  fanaticifm  had  been  alledged 
againft  them,  which  he  regarded  as  totally  unworthy  of 
any  form^il  reply.  It  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
quote,  in  anfwer,  the  words  of  Mr.  Long,  the  hiftorian 
of  Jamaica,  where,  addref&ng  himfelf  to  thofe  planters 
who  were  defirous  of  attempting  improvements  in  culti- 
vation, he  advifes  them  **  not  to  be  diverted  by  partial 
**  view^  vulgar  prejudices,  or  the  ridicule  which  might 
**  fpring  from  weak  minds,  from  a  benevolent  attention  to 
**  the  public  good."  Neither  by  fuch,  Mr.  Smith  added^ 
nor  by  any  other  confiderations,  would  he,  or  thofe  gentle^- 
men  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ad,  ever  be  diverted 
from  the  profecution  of  their  purpofe.  They  were  con- 
vinced of  the  reftitude  and  high  importance  of  their  objeA, 
and  were  determined  never  to  defift  from  the  purfuit,  till 
the  end  (hould  be  completely  attained. 

But  they  had  to  ftruggle  with  fome  difficulties- far  more  fe- 
rious.  The  Wcft-Indian  intereft  which  oppofed  them,  was 
a  collefled  body,  and  of  great  power,  arifing  not  merely  from 
exteofiv?  mercantile  connexions,  but  alfo  from  tlie  refpeck- 
ahle  characters  of  many  of  ihe  individuals,  and  the  high  efti- 
mation  in  which  they  itood  with  the  world.  He  wai  happy 
to  be  able,  from  intimate  acquaintance,  to  bear  his  teftimony 
to  thejufticeof  this  opinion,  in  numerous  inftances;  and 
one  of  the  moft  frurtful  and  frequent  fources  of  the  hardfliipS 
and  injuries  which  the  flaves  endured,  was,  he  doubted  not, 
the  abfence  of  fuch  mailers,  whofe  inclination  would  coin- 
cide with  their  intereft,  to  attend  to  and  protect  them.- 

Artifice  had  alfo  been  employed,  and  unfair  ftatementj:  on 
various  points,  had  been  ufed,  to  impofe  on  the  Houfe,  and 
on  the  Public.  ^The  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  and  the 
emancipation  of  the  negroes  now  in  the  Colonics,  had  been 
fo  often,  fo  long,  and  To  pertinacioufly  confounded,  and  by 
fome  roo  who  muft  have  been  better  infortned,  that  he  could 
not  avoid  believing  that  it  had  been  purpofely  done,  with 
the  intent  of  throwing  otlium  upon  this  meafu re  ;  and,  with 
the  fame  view,  fts  fupporters  had  alfo  been  linjuftly  accufed 
4>f  having  given  birth  to  the  late  infurreflion  in  Dominica. 
A  revolt  certainly  had  happened  there;  but  that  ifland  wa$ 
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known  to  be  particularly  liable  to  fuch  4iror()er8 ;  they  ha4 

frequently  occurred  before ;  nor,  if  this  queftion  had  never 

))een  jgi rated,  would  it  have  been  at  all  improbable,  that,  in 

thecourfc  of  three  or  four   years,  during  which  period  the 

bofioefs  had  remained  under  confjderation,  fuch  an   event 

ibould  have  takeH  place  in  one  or  other  of  the  iflands.     But 

be  was  peculiarly  hiippy   in- having  to  oppofe  to  any  foch 

groondkfs  accufations,    the   authority  of   the    honourable 

gentleman  who  fpoke  1  ail,    (Vir.   Stanley)  who,  even  in  an 

attempt  to  fix  tl'.e  charge,  had   related  circumilances  which 

aoionnted  to  an  entire  exculpation.     He  expirffly  faid,  that 

dl  had  remained  quiet  till  thf  diflurbances  took   p'ftce  in 

the  French  iflands,  after  whfch  fbme  cf  their  negroes,  and 

feme  other  perfons,  from  fome  otlier  places,  (but  who,  or 

from  whence,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  honourable  gentleman 

Inew)  had  found  their  way  into  Dominica,  and  had  esccited 

an  infurreftioh.     And  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  if  anx- 

.ious  entirely  to  clear  the  movers  of  this  queflion  from  any 

I  fhare  of  the  imputed  blame,  had  farther  fald,  that  the  na- 

I  groes  now  in  the   iflands  knew  the  Britlih  Parliament  did 

I  not  intend  to  emancipate  them,  and  wer.  therefore  difTatis* 

'\  fied  with  the  attempt  to  abolifh  the   trade,  by  which  they 

'  imagined  they  (hould  be  fubjefled  to  increafed  hardfhips.    It 

i  muft,  therefore,  on  that  ground,  be  abfurd  to  pretend,  that 

I  the  r^fiftanceof  their  mafters  to  the  abolition  \\hich  they  dc- 

'  jrecated,  coald  eiccite  their  refentment,  or  difpofe  them, to 

I  levolt. 

Other  fallacies  had  alfo  been  propagated,  in  order  to  en- 
hance  the  importance  of  the  African  and  Weft-Indian  trades 
to  this  cotintry.  Of  the  African  trade  it  had  b.en  falfely 
lemarked,  that  the  exports  amounted  annually  to  a  million 
ftcrling;  whereas,  from  the  re|>ort  on  the  table,  it  appeared^ 
that  at  no  period  had  they  ever  rifen  to  900,000!.,  and,  on 
average,  they  had  amounted  to  little  mofe  than  half  a  mil- 
lion; which  included  alfo  the  articles  intended  for  the  pur* 
L^hafe  of  African  produce,  the  return  for  which  was  alxnit 
''140,0001.  per  am)um'.  The  Houfe  had  been  informed,  tw4 
years  ago»  by  a  Mr.  King^  that  one  merchant  in  London  ha^ 
ient goods  to  Africa,  to  the  amount  of  ioo,oool..in  a  year; 
in  which,  however,  the  value  of  the  fhip  was  included;  art 
attempt  at  exaggeration  fo  grofs,  that  he  .was  fure,  had  it 
been  remarked  at  the  time,  the  eviilence  wuuld  have  beert 
rejeded  with  indignation  ;  and  indeed  the  teftimony  of  any 
perfon,  attended  with  flich  a  circumftance,  could  not  but 
be  regarded  throughout  with  a  degree  of  fufpicion. 

TheE^ift-India  trade  was  alfo  declared  very  much  to  de- 
pend on  the  Weft- Indian  and  the  African  trade.  The  ex* 
^n  of  £aft*Indiaa  commodities  to  the  Weft  ladies  was  trt« 

Aing; 
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^j^g;  fnd  a  princip;il  point  in  which  that  trade  mi^be 
fk\d  to  be  conne^d  with  th^  African,  was  this :  falcpetrt^ 
fthe  plain  ingredient  in  (he  maDuiaAure  of  gunpowder,  was 
largely  imported  from  the  Eaft  Indies;  and  of  2| 700,009 
poun/ds  of  gunpowder,  whicb  bad  been  exported  in  a  year 
from  this  count;rj»  one  h^Ifwas  fent  to  ^Africa  alone;  for 
the  purpofeSi  doubtlefi^,  of  maintaining  peace  and  eiicouragit{ 
ciTiLixation  anopng  its  various  tribes !  Following  the  £uoi 
line  of  argument,  4  or  5000perfons  were  reported  to  depend, 
/for  tlieir  vei;y  exiitence,  on  the  particular  manufadure  of  gunt 
fox  Africa;  and  this  branch  of  the  trade  was  dcfcribed  as  totally 
diSernt  from  every  other.  In  what  the  difference  coniifiaV 
^he  informant  omitted  to  mention;  but  that  defeiSt  wasfup* 
•pjie^by  er>«of  {h^  witr^eflesy  who  had  repeatedly  feen  n^nN9 
^alm^d  by  tt)e  bur  A  ing  of  tliefeguns,  and  who  had  been  uM 
^y  tliem,  that  thf*y  killed  more  from  the  butt  than  from  tk 
jpi9^^Je«  Another  witnefs  had  (lated.  That  on  the  iea  coafli 
the  natives  are  afraid  to  iire  a  trads  gnn« 

Jn  the  Weft' Indian-  commerce,  240,000  tons  of  fhippbg^ 
find  ^ijOQO  feamen,  were  fta ted  to  be  employed  ;  but  hcR 
llg^in  deqeption  inM:uded  itfelf.  This  account  was  cioC»  at 
fi;t't)tlrmen  might  iraagine,  that  of  the  fhips  engaged  in  di 
intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  h^r  colonies  only  ;  bH 
it  included  every  veflel,  ftnall  and  great,  which  went  frM 
iheBtiCifh  Weft  Indies  to  the  Continent  of  America,  andU 
the  foreign  iil^nds;  and,  what  was  yet  more  unfair,  inor^lf 
lofwell  the  fum,  it  included  too  all  the  repeated  voyages  ot 
each  throughout  the  year*  The  a£lua(  quantity  of  ihip|M^f : 
occupied  in  the  Weft-Indian  trade,  both  from  Great  BiUi  | 
and  Ireland,  littl^/exceededJialf  that  which  had  been  aflerlB^ 
nor  did  the  number  of  faiiov-^  fupported  by  that  trade 
amount  to  ten  thou  (and  ! 

Ill  a  fimiUr  manner,  had  the  iflands  themfelves  been 
tut^^dr    While,  from  official  documents,  their  value  had 
icomputed,  for  the  information  of  His  Majefty  and  the 
Council,  a^  36  millions,  the  planters  had  thought  proper 
010ft  to  double  the  fum,  and  eftimate  them  at    70^ 
trmh,  however,  might  poffibly  lie  between  thefe  exti 
^r.  Smijth  addtd,  that  he  was   forry  to  have  taken  hj 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  on  this  part  of  the 
5ecl ;  but  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  animadvert  upoci^ 
toe^pofe,  mifrepreientations  fopalpahleand  exceflive; 
at  the  fame  time,  he  was  very  willing  to  allow,  chat 
Weft-Indian  trade  and  dependencies  were  of  fo  much  re^ 
j>ortance,  as  not  to  require  the  aid  of  fuchexaggeratkMU 

He*would  next  proceed  to  take  notice  of  various  < 

and  affi^rtions,  which  had  fallen  from  different  gentle 

$i^  eonrfe  of  the  debate.     The  howurable  Meoiber  ^ 

▼I 
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▼erpool  (Colonel  Tarleton)  had  difclaimed  evety  attempt  tb 
intexieft  the  feelings  or  paffions  of  the  Houfe,  but  had  defired 
to  an  them  to  reafon  and  to  accounts.  Many  gentlemen 
toembered  when  *^  queftion  of  feeling,**  was  rather  an  ob- 
bozioas  phrafe ;  but  if  ever  there  was  a  queAion  of  feelin^^ 
a  queflion  which  ought  to  intereft  the  bell  and  nobleft  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart,  it  was  this;  but  he  did  not  wi(k  to 
hve  the  point  decided  on  that  ground  alone.  He  alfo  deiired 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  reafon  and  ac- 
tounts-B*to  the  voice  of  reafon,  inftead  of  the  clamour  o^ 
^judice,  and  to  accounts,  in  the  place  of  idle  and  ill-found* 
a  apprehenfionsi  The  rji^fult,  he  doubted  not,  would  be  i 
ibll  perfuaflon,  that  the  meafure  propofed  was  equally  fanc^ 
tioncd  by  policy,  and  required  by  juftice.  He^  indeed,  w^l 
convinced,  that  ttue  policy  and  Arid  juftice  were  infepa- 
table,  and  that  no  country  could  fufier,  in  any  of  its  eilential 
Inierefts,  by  the  moft  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the  principled 
of  rcditude  and  the  dilates  of  hunlanity.  In  the  prefent 
afc,  however,  he  thought  it  totally  unneceflTary  to  recur  to 
;  Iminanity,  as  to  a  principle  which  might  grant  'what  jufticd 
;  taigbt  deny ;  for  he  would  concede  every  point  to  his  adver* 
faries,  and  utterly  abandon  his  obje^l,  if  it  were  not  demon*' 
ftrably  .clear,*  that  juftice  itfelf,  in  the  moft  rieid  and  coii«- 
iocd  ienie  of  the  term,  loudly  and  abfolutely  domanded  the 
&>litioi]  of  this  horrible  traffic. 

The  honourable  Member  had  enlarged  on  the  iniquity  of 
^riving  the  traders  of  Li  verpool  of  a  bufinefs,  *^  on  which 
**  were  founded  their  honour  and  their  fortunes.**  On  what 
part  of  it  they  founded  their  honour,  it  was  impoffible,  Mr. 
Smith  declared,  for  him  to  conjecture ;  but  of  this  he  Was 
confident,  that  no  Weft-Indian  gentleman  in  that  Commit- 
tee would  rife  to  defend  the  honour  of  the  African  trade* 
i^mong  many  other  circumflances,  equally  honourable,  it 
bd  appear^,  in  evidence,  that  the  agents,  employed  in  ac« 
tually  carrying  on  this  bufinefs,  had  fyftematically  pra£lifed 
c^ery  fraud  and  villany,  which  the  misaneft  and  moft  un* 
JTincipled  cutming  could  fuggeft,  to  impofe  on  ignorance; 
^  yet,  with  unpai;a1Ieled  aflbrance,  were  the  Africans  ac- 
ctifeil  of  treachery  and  deceit,  ftiame  on  them,  with  fuch  \ 
hilliant  examples  of  integrity  before  their  eyes  ! 

If  there  were  any  cifcumftances  in  thecourfe  o^his  pro* 
ceding,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  which  he  had  peculiarly  regretted^ 
it  was  a  defed  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ad- 
verted, that  the  evidence  had  not  been  taken  on  oath.  Num*  -  V/^^ 
berltfsfads  had  been  related  by  eye-witneffer,  called  in  fiy)- 
fort  of  the  aboHtion/^  dreadfully  atrocious,  that  the  very 
magnitude  of  the  crirt)es,  their  hoirible  enormity,  rendered. 
ihm  almoft,  if  not  entirely,  incredible  to  perfons  acquaint^^j^  _ 
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pa];  wUti  fycfa  a  ftate  of  fociecy  ;i^  exifts  io  this  country; 
tjicy  feiOTed  rather,  to  ufe  iJhc  exprefiion  of  Offian,  like 
'"  T be  biAorics  of  tlie  d^ys  of  otber  tjojes."  This  procured 
for  the  trade  to  which  thev  owed  their  own  birth,  a  fpeciu 
.  of  acquittal  which  it  coulo  not  have  obtained,  had  the  Com* 
mitjtee  been  authorifed  to  have  removed  all  objeSion  to  the 
validity  of  their  teilixnony,  by  the  faudi  ion  of  an  oath.  He 
lipprehended  aifo,  that  it  would  have  h^i^d  the  farther  advan- 
*  tag®  of  making  ibn)e  pef  fons  rather  more  guarded  in  th«  tefti* 
-mony  they  had  given.  Captain  Knox  might  not  then,  per- 
haps, have  told  tl)e  Committee,  that  600  flaves  could  have 
Oomfortabjie  room  at  night,  in  bis  veilel  of  about  140  tons; 
when,  by  a  calculation  given  in  by  another  of  their  owo 
l^itnefles,  ^nd  Hraii/ed  to  the  very  utnioft  towards  the  fame 
point,  it  appeared)  that  fych  a  veflel  could  aford  no  more 
than  five  feet  fix  inches  in  length,  and  fifteen  inches  in 
breadth,  to  418  only,  or  about  two-thirds  of  his  number; 
Dor,  perhaps,  would  be  have  maintained  that,  in  another 
iliipof  I20  tons,  he  had  carried  130  tons  of  water  otily,  be- 
fide$  |iye  hundred  perfons,  with  fufficient  provisions  and 
ftores,  &^.  for  tbem  ail.  Mr.  Smith  faid,  the  thing  was 
impoiTible;  the  moft  informed  knew  it  was  not  true»  andthft 
mod  ignorant  could  not  fwallow  it.  On  account  ef  theie^ 
^nd  ;in  intini  e  number  of  iiKoiifiAencies,  equally  i^agrant, 
which  he  could  mention,  be  fjncerely  wifbed  that  the  wit* 
sefles  had  l>een  required  to.  give  their  evidence  on  path. 

The  next  point  on  which  he  (houl A obfcrve,  was  of  great 
confequence,  and  had  been  niuch  infifted  on — the  importance 
of  the  flave  trade,  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen.  In  full  confir- 
mation of  every  word  which  had  been  afleiled  on  this  head^ 
by  the  advocates  of  abolition,  ^nd  to  the  qpnfufion  of  thofe 
who  had  contiadi(Sled  them,  it  had  appeaieiU  by  the  mufter- 
rolls  of  the  flave  veflels,  brought  from  Liverpool,  the  pro- 
dudlion  of  which  would  have  been  avoided,  if  p<^ble,  that 
confiderably  pore  than  one-fifth  part  of  the  men  employed 
hi  tbem  ad^ually  died  in  the  fcrvice,  amounting  to  feveral 
hundreds  annually,  cxclufive  of  many  who  were  difcharged 
and  perifhed  in  the  Weil  Indies;  and  yet,  the  honourable 
Colonel,  had  been  inftrufled  by  his  conftituenri?  to  fay,  that 
notwithftanding  this  va/l  lofs,  unheard  of,  alm'>il  impolTihle, 
,  in  any  branch  of  legitimate  commerce,  it.  was  ftill  a  nurfery' 

forfeameji;  for  that  about  3000  men  annually  failing  from 
England,  1600,  or  one  half,  were  landfmen,  and  therefore, 
that  though  600  or  700  fhould  die,  a  great  number  f>f  feamcn 
were  continually  forming.  Not  to  dwell  on  the  expenfive 
cruelty  of  forming  thefe  feamen,  by  the  yearly  deilru^ion  of 
fo  niany  hundreds,  whom  thefe  gentlemen  of  Liverpool  feem-* 
cd  entirely  to  difreg;ird,  if  they  could  proYQ  thcoi  to  be  oiJy 
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Efjglifhniifn,  aifd  not  failcrs,  Mr.  Smith  declared  he  was  afto- 
niihed  that  thefe  people  AlOuId  have  no  mote  refpe^t  for  their 
honourable  reprefentafive,  than  toexpofehim  totheuhplea* 
fant  circumftaiice  of  having  his  affertions  diref^ly  contra- 
diAed  by  the  cleareft  and  moft  undeniable  evidence.  Not 
only  diait  appear  by  the  mufter-rolls  from  Briftpl,  that  the 
proportion  of  landfmen  little  exceeded  one- twelfth  part,  but 
the  proper  officers  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  itfelf,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  it  was  to  be  acquainted  with  the  fuhjefV,  had,  in  their 
anfwers  to  the  Privy  Council,  expreffly  ftated  the  proportion 
from  therice  to  be,  not  half,  but  one-fixteenth  part  only  t 
In  the  face,  however,  of  the  moft  glaring  fafls,  fome  ppr- 
fons  had  been  fufficiently  bold,  or  uninformed,  to  fay  that 
the  tT»ortality  in  thefe  vefTels  did  not  exceed  that  of^  other 
trades  in  the  tropical  climates.  The  fame  documents,  by 
which  we  learnt  that,  in  this  wafting  traffic,'  23  per  cen^t» 
of  the  men  were  deftrcyed.  informed  us,  that  even  in  the 
Weft-Indian  fliips,  cnly  about  one  and  a  half  were  loft,  in- 
cluding every  cafualty;  and  indeed  he  /hould  vary  much 
alter  his  opmion  of  the  value  of  the  latter  commerce,  If  it 
were  poffible  for  luiman  ingenuity  to  prove  it  equally  deftruc- 
tive.     But  the  very   men,    tinder  whofe  management   this 

'  mortality  had  been  conftantly  occurring  for  a  fucceffion  of 
years,  C(  oily  informed  us,  that  much  of  it  might  be  avoided 
by  proper  reguhtions.  He  would  be  glad  to  know,  then,'^for 
how  much  they  would  have  to  anfwer,  who,  knowing  this, 
had  neither  publicly  propofed,  nor  in  their  pradlice  adopted^ 
fuch  regulation.*.  Exclufive  of  another,  and  a  more  ferious 
account,  which  they  would  have  to  render,  let  them  recol-  *^ 
lt&  that  it  was  upon  them  that  their  country  had  a  right  to 
charge  the  deftrudion  of  multitudes  of  their  fellow  citizens^' 
They  were  not,  they  could  not,  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
perpetually  under  their  obfervation;  but  their  whole  fouls 
were  occupied  with  another  objefl ;  their  attention  was  alone 
dire6ied  to  the  ultimate  profit  of  the  voyage;  and,  any  far-  ^ 

iher  tlian  as  it  dimini/hed  their  expences,  the  wafle  of  a  pe- 
xifliing  crew  was  a  trifle  beneath  their  concern  ! 

Objedllons  lud  been  raifed  to  a  calculation  brought  for- 
ward by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforcc)  on  a  for- 
tntt  octafion,  in  which  the  average  lofs  of  the  ilaves  on  board 
was  dated  at  12  and  a  half  per  cent.  It  was  not  of  great 
conlequence  whether  that  proportion  was  truly  exafl  :  he 
w:Ki  hin^felf  perfuaded  that,  taking  in  ail  circumftances,  the 
honotirable  gentleman  had  not  exceeded  the  truth  ;  but  that, 
fbr  a  feries  of  years,  not  lefs  than  one  tenth  had  fo  periflied, 

*  he  would  challenge  thofe  concerned  in  the  traffic  todifprbve* 
Siuch  evidence  had  been  produced   on  the  fubjefi,  but  both 

th^.  tmtCdtii  and  the  voyages  had  been  generally  fele^^ed'  by  
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thofe  vrho  pofleiled  almoft  all  the  information^  nor  had  any 
one  of  them  thought  it  prudent  to  dlfclofe  the  black  catalogue 
of  death  throughout  the  whole  feries  of  his  concerns,  except 
Mr,  Anderfon,  of  London,  a  gentleman,  he  believed,  of 
Very  fair  repatation,  and  whofe  engagements  in  this  line  had 
been  very  inconfiderable.  His  lofs,  indeed,  on  the  trifling 
number  he  had  exported,  had  been  only  ^  per  cent. ;  but, 
unfortunately  for  the  credit  of  the  flave  traders  of  Liverpool 
and  Briftol,  it  appeared,  on  the  face  of  the  account  he  bad 
delivered,  that  his  veilels  had  not  taken  above  three  fourths 
of  tliat  number  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage,  which  they  had 
uniformly  and  repeatedly  ftated  to  be  abfolutely  necefia^y  to 
the  very  exiftence  of  ti»eir  trade;  and  it  appeared  alfo,  that 
a  commerce  in  the  product^  of  the  ppuntry  was  Mr.  Ander- 
jTon's  favourite  objedi. 

Another  honourable geptleman  (Mr.  Grofvenor)  had,  on 
the  preceding  day,  attributed  the  protraAion  of  this  hufinefs 
to  thofe  who  had  introduced  it;  but  very  forgetfully  ander- 
loneoufly  :  for,  notwithflanding  the  eagernefs  which  itsene-* 
snies  haa  frequently  exprefled  to  bripg  on  the  itecifion,  the 
original  motion  for  farther  evidence,  ]beyond  that  contained 
in  the  Privy  CounciPs  Report,  which  firft  occaGoned  delay, 
vras  their's.  And,  in  the  examination  of  witneflps,  the  laft 
Parliament,  they  had  occupied  by  far  the  fargeft  portion  of 
the  time  employed;  while,  in  the  prefent  ieflipn,  wjien  he 
and  his  friends  had  not  been  much  interrup^d,  they  had  not 
Exceeded  the  limits  which  the  Hcufe  had  aflfignefjtheni/  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  farther  remarked  that  pf^at  Bn* 
iain  had  the  fame  right,  by  naturallaw,  to  carry  on  this 
trade,  that  any  other  nation  ppffefled;  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  nbolilh  it ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  better  be  eafy  and 
guieij^for  t*)3at  they  were  happy.  His  firft  pofition  Mr. 
omith  did  not  mean  to  ^eny.  We  undoubtedly  poflefied  a 
tight  to  thie  trade  equal  to  that  of  any  other  nation  ;  but 
What  that  right  could  be,  he  was  unable  to  imagine;  nor 
had  he  been  (o  fortunate  as  to  difcover  the  law  on  which  it 
Was  founded  in  any  code  or  fyftem  of  natural,  cr  any  other 
law,  with  which' he  had  ever  met.  '  As  to  impoflibility,  none 
certainly  exifled,   of  forbidding  the  farther  imports^tion  of 

Saves  into  our  own  colonies,  and  beyond  this,  the  motieii 
id  not  extend.  '  *^  ' 
To  the  honourable  gentlemanis  laft  obfervation,  he  wouM 
reply,  that  it  was  not  on  account  of  any  fuppofed  unhappi- 
iiefs  of  Parliament  that  it  was  called  on  to  decide  the  queflion. 
In  their  individual  fituations',  gentlemen  undoubtedly  were 
happy;  but  did  it^  therefore,*  the  lefs  h^hove  them  to  con- 
fider  the  happinefs  of  others  ?  And  was  the  ftate  of  Africa 
iappy  ?  Was  the  fituation  of  the  flaves  a  happy  one  ?   The 
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trade  was  replete  with  fraud,  cruelty,  and  rapine.  The 
b&s  were  acknowledged^  and  on  record ;  even  Mr.  Lon^, 
befoie  quoted,,  confetied,  *<  That,  in  Africa,  it  was  certainlT 
"  the  cnfiom  to  go  to  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  flaves. 
To  deny  thcfe  charges,  had  heen  truly  owned  by  Mr,  Ed* 
wards,  even  in  the  Affembjy  of  Jamaica,  to  be  no  better  than 
"  mockery  and  infult."  That  it  was  indeed  mockery  ,and 
infolt,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  would  never  ceafe  to  repeat  in 
the  ears  of  every  one  who  fhould  attempt  to  contiadid  what 
had  been  fo  inconteftibly  proved:  and,  for  himfelf,  he  was 
I  ready  to  declare,  that,  as  an  Englifiiman,  he  (hould  never  be 
happy,  while  he  confidered  his  country  as  contributin;,  by 
perfevering  in  this  traffic,  to  perpetuate  mifery,  and  to  en* 
I  courage  thecommiffion  of  every  fpecies  of  crime. 

From  the  concefiion  of  his  honourable  friend,  of  the  al- 

I  ready  meliorated  ftate  of  the  flaves  in  our  colonies,  and  hii 

jsflertion  that   an  increafe  was  adlually  begun,  it  had  been 

iarguedy  that  immediate  abolition  would  be  a  violent,  and^ 

jAerefore,  an  imprudent   meafure;  and  that  it  might  affed 

ipoblic  credit*     But  furely  nothing  could  be  plainer  than  that 

an  increafe  commenced,  was  the  beft  poflibte  anfwer  to  the 

charge  of  violence,  as  it  precluded  all  danger  of  injury  to  the 

iilands,  unlefs  from  their  own  fubfequent  mifcondu£^ ;  and 

though  he  would  chearfully  and   confidently  commit  the 

queftion  of  public  credit  into  the  hands  of  a  right  honourahle 

gentleman,  yet  he  could  not  avoid  obierving,  that  this  argu- 

flientwas,  like  many  others,  indeeil,  which  gentlemen  had 

ofed,  a  mere  petitio  principu — an  afTumption  of  the  great  point 

of  the  controverfy. 

In  what  remained  for  him  to  obferve,  he  (hould  proceed 
with  the  lefs  fatisfadion,  as  a  wide  diflference  of  opinion 
might  lead  him  to  theat  very  lightly  the  arguments  of  hit 
honourable  friend,  who  had  opened  the  debate  of  that  day  (Sir 
William  Young)  by  whom,  however,  he  knew  he  fhould  be 
acquitted  of  any  perfonal  difrefpef^.  The  honourable  baronet* 
with  fome  other  eentlemen,  acknowledging  the  obje£t  aimed 
?t,  to  be  in  itfelt  highly  praifeworthy  and  defirable,  had  ar» 
gned  againfl  the  propofed  meafure,  on  the  ground  of  its 
ioefficacy  to  the  attainment  of  the  end;  becaufe,  that, 
though  we  Height  inftantly  abandon  the  trade,  it  was  im* 
poffible  for  us  totally  to  fupprefs  it.  Allowing  then  this 
impoffibility  of  a  total  and  immediate  fuppteflion,  were  there 
no  important  advantages  to  be  gained  by  our  dereliAion  of 
the  commerce?  whetlier  we  confidered  our  own  honour,  or 
the  probable  efficacy  of  eicample,  would  it  be  nothing  publicly 
to  recognize  and  eftablifh  a  great  and  juft  priiKiple  of  con* 
dnd,  in  an  affair  of  fuch  vaft  moment?  in  the  exterhiination 
•f  every  ^il^  and  efpecially  of  thofe  which  were  fortified  h j^^j^ 
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the  Tan<JMott6f'  time  and  authority,  it  Was  necefllary  that 
fome  one  fhould  lead  tlie  way.  Let  tlie  Britifii  ParKamenf 
theti,  as  became  the  fenate  of  a  virtuous  and  enlight^ened  peo* 
pic,  bear  its  decided  teftitnony  againft  this  flagrant  inrqmtjt 
kt  it  maintain  its  foremoft  rank  among  the  nations,  by  fci» 
ting  a  noble  example,  and  he  would  not  affront  the  Hoafe  by  I 
^the  fuppofitton,  that  its  condafl  would  have  no  infloence  on 
the  other  countries  of  Europe.  But  fhould  all  feelings  of 
honour,  or  of  generous  emulation,  in  fuch  a  caufe,  fax!  td 
Operate,  he  doubted  not  that  France,  and  Spain,  and  Hoi* 
land,  and  Denmark,  would  foon  learn,  from  our  expcrienceii, 
that,  by  proper  management,  fuch  as  it  was  no  Icfs  the  dotj^' 
than  the  intereft  of  ev^ry  country  to  enforce,  American  Co^ 
lonies  could  be  cultivated  without  the  neceffitv  of  contiinid 
fupplies,  equally  expenfive  and  dtfgraccfuK  Nay,  h^  wat: 
perfeAly  convinced,  from  along  and  careful inveftigatioiv 
that,  in  moft  of  the  iflands,  it  was  merely  the  exiftence  of 
this  fupply  which  prevented  the  a^uarincreafe  from  beii^. 
even  now,  perceived. 

The  reafoning  of  tlie  honourable  Baronet,  on  the  contrary^ 
he  was  forryto  think,  tended  to  the  perpetuation  of  tMf 
ibufe;  as  univerfal  concurrence  in  any  political  meafore^ 
however  .wife,  was  not  to  beexpeSed.  Every  man  kne#: 
that  the  cuAom  of  felling  their  prifoners  of  war  into  flavery, 
exifted  among  even  the  moft  civilized  ftates  of  antiquity  J  ^ 
and  no  one  was  fo  diimerical  as  to  imagine,  that  it  wouU^ 
ever  have  ceafed,  had  it  been  neceffary  to  have  waited  for  itt 
abolition  till  all  nations,  in  general  affembly,  had  renoiincedf^ 
h  by  mutual  confent.  But  we  might  do  more  than  merely 
lay  down  principles,  of  propofc examples:  we  might,  infady 
♦  dimlnifh  the  evil  ilfclf  immediately,  by  no  inconfiderahlfc 
part — ^the  whole  of  our  own  fupply;  for  he  could  not  at  alf 
agree  with  the  honourable  Baronet  in  what  feemed  to  him  a 
tJommercial  paradox,  that  taking  out  of  an  open  trade,  by 
fftf  tbe'largeft  cuftomer,  and  leffening  the  confiimption  of 
the  article,  would  incrcafe  l^jth  the  competition  and  the  de- 
mand, and,  of  courfe,  all  thofe  mifchiefs  which  he  allowed 
to  be  the  uniform  confeqoences.  Nor  could  lie  admit,  in  ex- 
culpation of  tMs  trade,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  made  anfwer- 
able  for  thofe  afls  of  barbarity  with  which  the  wars  of  fa- 
-xiig^s  a^lwayswcre,  and  ever  had  been,  ftained;  or  that,  by 
its  kind' interference,  many  were  only  doomed  to  perpetual 
0avery,  whb  would otherwife  be  devoted  to  deftruSion.  He 
fliould  have  cotiddered  thefe  cruelties  as  affording  another, 
artda*nM)(l  powerful  motive^  for  putting  a  period  to  a  certain 
antfatkttotvledged  caufe  of  thefe  wars,  rather  than  as  a  reafoft 
(6t  fiiflfering  the^  caiift  to  exlft,  for  the  fake  of  ah  uncertain 
aitd  diflfutaW^  alleviation  of  ^^e  evils  jjili^chjA^^^^^aiioned.' 
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lliatt^e  ciTJlization  of  tte  Africans  «^  promoted  by  tlirir 
jmercourfc  iRFith  (he  Eoropeayis,  as  at  prefent  co0duAed> 
^  an  Idea  jutterly  void  of  ^U.  fouodatioQ ;  as  ^appeared  ntoft 
nndepiaj^yfrooi  the  tenour  of  theevideoce.  In^lrefi))  ia 
mxuKTSy  aad  in  diflioneAy^  they  had,  iodeed  afiicnilated 
pnch  with  thofe  who  frequented  their  coafts ;  but  the  greatefi 
deforce  of indufiry^  and  the  leaft  corruption  of  mprals,  gene^ 
lalv  pneyailed  where  they  wero  lead  acquainted  with  t^  be* 
jKDts  of  ;his  civilizing  connexion. 

To  relieve  tbecoatinent  of  Africa  from  the  iniferies  occa^ 
^oned  by  faininey  was  another  of  the  benign  reafons^  for  con«< 
tjaoiag  lo  excite  wars  and  to  carry  off  its  inliabitants.  That 
pmmes  had  fometiroes  occurred,  he  did  not  doubt;  that 
{bey  were  either  very  frequent  .or  very  deftruAive,  the  proof 
Was  extremely  llender  indeed ;  but  that  they  (hould  annually 
yifit  th^  devoted  countries,  and  with  fuch  arithmetic  ex- 
adoefs  as  to  render  neceiTary  a  remedy  fo  violent  in  its  ex«* 
ecution,  bu^  fo  uniform  in  its  quantity,  was  a  circumftanca 
noft  extFaoo-dinary.—- fo  wonderful  indeed,  that,  could  it  once 
kprovfi,  be  Ihould  cqnfider  it  as  a  far  better  .argument  in 
4vour  of  tl|e  divine  approbation  of  the  flavc  trade,  than  any 
fhich  b^  ev^r  yet  been  produced* 

As  t9  the  eiled  of  the  abolition  in  tlie  Weft  Indies,  he 
;fa&coiivinced»  .  notwithftanding  the  arguments  wjiich  had. 
Wn  M^^,  that  fo  far  from  being  ruinous,  it  would  give 
weight  to  every  humane  regulation  which  had  been,  or 
vovld  be,  mfide;  by  fubftitiiting  a  certain  and  obvious  in- 
terefty  in  the  plage  of  one  depending  on  chances  and  calcula*  x 

ton.  An  bonour^le  gentleman  had  declared  that,  were  the 
planters  but  conyinced  of  the  poffibility  of  cultivating  their 
^tes,  witliout  farther  importations  of  negroes,  they  would 
behappytobe  freed  from  the  ex  pence  of  pure!  laUng  tbofe 
fupplies.  Thisconvi£lion,  he  believed,  might  be  attained, 
if  their  leafon  alone  required  it ;  for,  of  all  the  legion  of  au« 
tborities  witich  the  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  to 
prove^heimpoifibility  for  wliich  he  contended,  there  was 
icarcely  one,  which  might  not  be  preiTed  to  ferve  more 
efie&uaily  againft  him*  AlmoA  every  planter  wliom  he  had 
named,  found  his  negroes  increafe  under  the  good  treatment 
he  profefled  to  have  given  them.  And,  in  the  iflands  of  ^ 
fiarbadoes  and  Dominica,  if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  proper 
t&fageof  flaves  had  been  proved  by  the.relpe^live  Governors, 
it  wasalfo  at  lead  equally  incontrovertible,  from  theevi- 
^nce,  that  importations  were  not  rcquifite  to  keep  up  their 
numbers.  To  the  fame  point,  and  with  equal  ill  fuccefs, 
IfOrdAIacartney,  who  had  refxded  three  years  in  the  'VV  eft- 
Indies,  ;^id  whofe  cbara^er  he  highly  refpedled,  had  been 
IH^ted ;  and  what  had  his  Lordfhip  faid  on  the  fubjeA  i  when     , 
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die  queftiim  was  firft  pat  to  him,  in  the  Committee,  whether 
it  would  be  prudent  to  abolifli  'the  flave  trade,  his  LrOnUu^ 
had  anfweredy  that  he  was  an  incompetent  jud^*      His 
Lordfliip  was  a(ked  the  fame  qoeflion  a  fecond  tioie;,  and 
^vethe  fameanfwer.     Yet  his  Lordfliip,    it  was  evident 
knew  juft  as  much  of  the  buiinefs  as  feveral  other  Governors  I 
and  military  perfons  who  had  been  called,  who,  nererthelds^  i 
in  fapport  of  preconceived  opinions,  had  fpoken  very  decid*  | 
edly  from  very   incompetent  information.     Nor  had  (boM  i 
other  gentlemen  been  morecautious.     Of  the  great  ifland  of.. 
Jamaica,  which  contained  more  than  one  half  of  the  flaves  in 
the  WeH  Indies,  it  had  been  ferioufly  ailerted,  by  fevei4 
witneiles,  that  all  poffible  means  had  been  there  ufed  to  ke^ 
'  up  the  ftock  bv  breeding,  although  it  was  allowedt  that  tte 
morals  of  the  flaves  had  been  totally  n^lefled,  and  that  thft  ^ 
fugar  planters  preferred  buying  a  larger  proportion  of  maiea 
than  females;%oth  which  circumftances  were  acknowledged 
to  be  in  a  high  <fegree  unfavourable  to  population. 

The  great  mlnbrtune  Was,  that  prejudice^  hot  reafbo^ 
was  the  enemy  to  bffubdued^  and  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that 
the  prejudices  of  the  Wefl  Indians,  on  thefe  points,  were  nil- 
mcrous  and  inveterate/  An  hiftorian  of  their  own  body^ 
(peaking  of  the  various  difficulties  raifed  againft  any  propofed 
improvements,  had  defer ibed  them  in  terms,  which  he  could 
fcarc vly  have  ufed,  without  incurring  their  refentment;  as 
"  abfurd,*  «•  antiquated,"  and  even  «  deteftable;"  and  ye^ 
thai  w^ith  refpedk  to  the  negroes,  this  gentleman  himfelf  was 
ttnder  the  influence  of  the  blinded  prejudice,  his  own  w6rd$ 
afforded  irrefragable  proof.  He  charadlerifbd  them  generally^ 
as  replete  with  the  extreme  degree  of  every  evil  quality,-  an*  j' 
alia ]fed  with  the  fmalleft  mixture  of  any  good  whatsoever  j*^; 
and  juftified  the  practice  of  confining  them  in  chains  on  board 
the  African  fhips,  on  account  of  their  <<  bloody,  cruel,  and 
*^  malicious  dipofitions."  And  though,  after  having  given 
an  si6count  of  fome  of  the  Aborigines  of  Jamaica,  who  had 
^  miferably  periflied  in  caves,  whither  they  had  retired  to 
<<  efcape  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,'*  he  added,  in  Ian- 
.gU3ge,  worthy  of  an  enlightened  and  philofophic  hiftorian, 
*<  le^iving  d  glorious  monument  of  their  having  difdaiaed  to 
*«  furvivethe  lofs  of  their  liberty  and  their  country;"  he 
ifras  yet  incapable  of  perceiving,  that  this  natural  love  of  li- 
nerty  might  operate  as  ftrongly  and  as  laudably  in  the  African 
negro,  as  in  the  Indian  of  Jamaica. 

He  was  yet  more  concerned  to  acknowledge,    Mr.  Sinlih 

iaid,  that  thefe  prejudices  were  yet  farther  (Irengthened  by 

^  Refentment  againft  thofe  perfons  who  had  brought  forward 

to  the  public  eye,  circumftances,  by  which  the  ftare  of  legi- 

ilation  ani'  of  fociety  in  the  Weft  Indies  Wa$  undoubtedly 
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deeply  dhgraced;  and  whohad^  to  ufe  their  expreflions^  im- 

.  pertinently  interfered  in  the  management  of  their  concerns* 

m  was  not  at  aH  furprifed  that  men  of  reputation,  of  honour 

and  of  bamanity,  mould  feel  quick  refentments  at  finding 

'  tbemfelTes  invoWed,   to  a  certain  degree,  in  the  difgrace  of 

-'crimes,  of  Which  they  knew  themfelves  incapable;   ahd  the 

eommiffion  of  which,     many,    for  want  either  of  infor* 

fnation  or  attention,    t^ere  difpofed  to  difbeliere  or  even  tb 

>ny.  * 

In  exculpation  of  his  friends  and  hlmfelf,  Mr.  Smith  faid^ 

;  be  atuft  tell  ioch  gentlemen,  that  the  relations  which  had  beeii 

I  given  were  no lefs ()ifgraceful  than   true;  and  that,  on  this 

wad,  they  had  proceeded,  hot  wantonly,  but  tenderly,  in 

ihe  budnefs  that  the  fa£ts  which,  out  of  tn^nv  others,    had 

I 'appeared,  they  had  thought  it  abfolutely  neceilary  to  produce^ 

'  not  with  the  view  of  fixing  an  unmerited  fiigma,   either  on 

\  tiie  whole  body  of  Weft  Indians,  or  much  lefs  on  innocent 

I  and  valuable  individuals;  but  to  prove  the  degraded  and   ne- 

I  ^IcSttd  ftate  in  which  the  ilaves  bad  been   fuffered  to  exift; 

I  which  had  incoutrovertibly  appeared,  not  from  any  evidence 

I  that  extreme  ill  treatment  was  the  general  fyftem,  but  from 

\  the  frequency,  the  notoriety,  and,  beyond  all,  the  impunity^ 

r^  various  fpecies  both  of  legal  and  of  illegal  abufe. 

I       That  they  were  expofed  to  much  mifery  in  confequence  of 

!*  their  fituation,  was  nbt  only  true  in  fa(3  ;  it  night  have  been 

!  previoaily  aflferted,    without  fear  of  contradi^ion,   from  a 

I  knowledge  of  their  circumftances  and  of  the  pernicious  efie£ts 

of  arbitrary  power  in  the  hearts,    even  of  the  beft  of  men. 

'■■  Far  worfe  confequences  might  reafonably  beexpeAed,  as  an 

I  honourable  gf^ntleman  had  well  obferved,    from  a  union  of 

[  the  three  chara£ters  of  party,  judge,  and  executioner,  too 

[  'eften  in  men  unprincipled,    uneducated,  and  prompted  by 

Intereft  alfo,  to  a6ks  of  feverity.     The  flave  too,   was  more 

unfortunately  (Ituated  even  than  the  brute,  as  being H^pable, 

from  the  fuperiority  of  his  nature,  of  exciting,  in  a  higher 

degree,  the  paffions  of  his  tyrant,  he  was  liable  to  experience 

more  violent  effe£lsof  his  refentment.     And   fuch  efieAs 

were  fometimes  produced,  and  openly  exhibited  as  would,  in 

this  country,  excite  a  tumult  of  deteftation  and  abhorrence* 

General  Tottenham  had  given  in  evidence,  that,  in  1780,  in 

the  public  Areets  of  Bridge  Townj  the  capital  of  Barbadoes, 

he  met  one  of  the  moft  deplorable  objefis  which  the  human 

eye,  perhaps,  ever  beheld.    **  A  youth  about  nineteen,'*  to 

ufe  his  own  words,  "  entirely  naked,    with  an  iron  collar 

"  about  his  neck,  having  five  long  projeding  fpikes ;  his 

"  body,  both  befare  and  behind,  was  covered  with  wounds ; 

•*  his  belly  and  thighs  were  almoft  cut  to   pieces,  with  run- 

"  ning  ulcers  all  over  them,  and  a  finger  might  have  been 
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<<  laid  into  fome^of  the  wheals.     He  could  not  fit  dowobe- 
<<  caufe  his  hinder  part  was  mortified,  and  it  was  im]x>fiible 
'  <«  for  him  to  lie  down  on  account  of  the  prongs  of  hitf  collar.* 
He  came  to  the  General  and  fupplicated  for  relief  which,  of 
.  co'jrfe,  was  granted.    The  General  aiked  him.  who  had  la- 
Aided  on  him  fo  dreadful  a  punifhmtnt  i  it  was   plainly  not 
tht  judicial  authority  who  had  aiBi<9ed  it.     Could  any  Cboit 
have  given  fuch  a  fentence,    they    would  have  been    hunted 
like  wild  beads  from  the  face  of  the  earth.     The  youth  toU 
the  General,  it  was  his  mailer  who  had  infliSed  the  wounds; 
and  beeaufe.he  could  not  work,  his  mader,  in  the  fame  fpiiit 
of  perverfion  which  extorts  from  fcripture  a  juftlfication  of 
the  flave  trade,    had  fulfilled  the  Chriftian  and    Apofiolic : 
maxim,  by  giving  him  nothing  »o  eat.     Mr*  Smith  faul,  to 
ufe  the  language  of  Mr,  Rofs,    if  he  wifhed  to  **  harrow  op 
their  feelings,"  he  could  mention   many  afts.     But  the  one 
he  had  ju ft  related,  was  mentioned  by  a  General  officer  in 
his  Majefiy*s  fervice.     The  only  ufe  he  meant  to  make  of  it 
was,  to  fliow   the  unprotefled  Hate  of  the  flaves,  and  to 
prove  that  there  muft  be  fomething  fundamentally   wrong  ii ; 
the  laws  and  ftate  of  a  fociety,    where   fuch  a  cireomftancs , 
couH  publicly  exift  at  all,  much  lefs  unpuniihed,  and  almoft . 
unregarded.     IfJ  in'the  ftrectsof  London,  but  a  dog  were mj 
be  feen  lacerated  like  this  poor,  mifirable  man,  how  wool!  I 
the  cruelty  of  the  wre'ch  be  execrated  who  fliould  have  fci 
'abufed  even  a  brute  '  j 

Mr.  Smith  next  remarked  he  was  very  forry  to  have  occ»»J 
pi^J  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  but,  in  order  to  j 
give  gentlemen,  in  one  view,  the  ftrongeft  proof  he  wasaUr^rj 
of  the  low  eftimation  in  which  negroes^wereconfidered,  fi 
theftrength  of  old  cuftoms,  and   deeply    rooted  prejudi^ 
and  of  their  debafed  and  unprotefled   ftate,  he   would  t 
the  liberty,  before  he  fat  ilown,  to  relate  two  circum(laiice% 
in  contra fl,  with  a  few  ohfcrvation?.     Mr.  Edwards,  in  bil 
fpeech  before  the  Jamaica   Aflemhly,    having  occaiion  !» 
mention  a  '*  rebellion,"  as  it  is  called,  of  the  negroes,  veiy 
pathetically  told  the  following  ftory : 

**  The  rebels  Oirmunded  the  dwelling  houfe,  and  fei?^ 
"  their  unhappy  mi  ft  refs.  She  was  young,  beautiful,  meei^ 
**  modeft  and  unoffending,  and  was  in  bed  with  a  lov«If 
'*  infant,  when  the  bloody  favages  demanded  her  pericMU 
*<  Refiftance  and  prayers  were  equally  fruitlefs.  The  femdi' 
«*  flaves  who  attended  her,  dared  not  to  exprefs  their  pitj^ 
^*  if  pity  they  felt;  but,  bavinnr  thrown  a  loofe  robe  of«V 
"  her,  delivered  the  miferable  vic^'in  into  their  hands,  aal 
^^  fhe  heard  the  favages  calmly  deliberate  on  the  meansdl 
•*  putting  her  to  death  in  torment.  It  happened,  howara^ 
'*  that  her  perfon  and  appearance  excited  the  appetite  of  ihl 
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*  ringleader,  who  declared  he  would  preferve  her  to  be  his 
**  miftrefs.    The  others  relufbntly  confented,  and  the  next 

*  objed  of  their  cruelty  Was  the  child,  which  they  deyoted 

*  to  inftant  deftniSion.  Nature  now  refumed  her  feat  in 
^  the  bofom  of  the  unfortunate  mother.  She  fcreamed  aloud, 
P  and  clafping  the  knees  of  him  who  had  fpared  her  life,  \n\* 

Cplored  him  to  fave  her  infant.  She  implored  in  vain. 
I  Holding  up  the  poor  babe  by  the  feet  in  the  mother's  fight, 
1^  they  cleft  it  in  twain  with  a  hatchet."  Mr.  Edwards  pro- 
leeded  to  fay,  ^<  that  .his  audience  would  probably  think, 
rafter  hearing  theaccotint  which  he  had  then  read,  that  no 

Er  punifhmenc  could  be  too  fev/re,  no  torments  too  great, 
fcrfuch  horrible  excefles.  Neverthelcfs,  he  was  of  a  diffe* 
tent  opinion;  hs  thought  that  fimple  death,  unacqom-r 
■  panied  with  any  circumftances  of  cruelty,  fhould  be  the 
F  ntcnoft  exertion  of  human  authority  over  our  unhappy  fd-  . 
P  low  creatures." 

[  Toraients,  however,  in  thefe  cafes,  always  were  infllfledjt 

I  the  moft  horrible  nature:  the  punifhment  was  gibbeting 

btf  expofing  them  to  perifh  by  the  gradual  e^eds  of  hun- 

Br,  thirfl,  and  a  parching  fun;  in  which  fituatjon  they  had 

Kn  known  to  fuffer  the  moft  excruciating  agonies  for  nin^ 

tp  with  a  fortitude  fcarcely  credible,  never  uttering  a  fingle  . 

^an.    And  yet,  without  any  attempt  to  lefTen  the  mingled 

ntiment  of  horror  and  compaffion,  which  every  one  mull 

id,  or  to  juftify  the  barbarity  of  their  conduft,  it  ought  . 

0 be  remembered  that  thefe  excefles  were  committed  by  ig- 

orant  favages,  who  had   been  dragged  from  all  they  hel4 

Ifoft  dear,  whofe  patience  had  been  exhaufted  by  a  cruel  and 

Mtthfome  confinement  during  their  tianfportatiqn,  and  their 

efentment  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  fury,    by  the 

Hver's  lafli,  thcutmoft  feverity  of  which,  their  relu^ance  tp 

iboor,  without  pay,  had  doubtlefs  excited. 

i  The  other  ftory,  Mr    Smith  faid,  which  he  fhoqld  place 

JD  contrail  with  the  aiFeding  narr.itive  he  had  juft  related, 

^the  plain  unornamented  tale  of  a  common  feaman,  who- 

fna  an  eye-wituefs  to  the  fa£t,  on  board  a  ilave  {hip;  and  he 

Ikn  read  as  follows,  in  the  words  of  the  evidence:  '*   A 

^  child  of  about  ten  months  old  took  fulk,    and  would  not 

^  eat.    The  Captain  took  up  the  child,    and  flogged  him 

f  with  a  cat,  *D — n  you,*   faid  he,  *  I'll   make  you  eat  or 

f  I'll  kill  you,'     From  this,   and   other  ill   treatment,  the 

^  child's  legs  fwelled,  and  the  Captain  ordered   fome  water 

^  to  be  made  hot,  for  abating  the  fwelling.'*    But  even  hi$ 

MtT  mercies  were  cruel ;  for  "  the  cook  putting  his  hand 

*  into  the  water,  faid  it  was  too  hot.     *  Damn   him,'  faid 

*  the  Captain,  «  put  his  feet  in.*    The  child  was  put  into 

*  the  water,  and  the  nails  and  Ikin  came  all  oflFhis  feet-joQle 
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<^  Oiled  cloths  were  then  put  round  them.     The  child  was. 
<<  then  tied  to  a  heavy  log,  and  two  or  three  days  afterwards,. 
<<  the  Captain  caught  it  up  again  and  faid,  ^  I  will  makeyoa 
**  eat,  or  I  will  be  the  death  of  you.*    He  immediately  flog-, 
<<  ged  the  child  again;    and,    in  a  c|[uarter  of  an  hour,   it 
**  died.**     One  would  imagine,  that  the  moft  fa vage cruelty 
would  here  have  been  fat iated;  but,  extraordinary  as  it  m'$& 
appear,*'of  this  detedahle  tranfa£lion  the  moft  deteftable  paitr 
yet  remained,     After  the  infant  was  dead,    he  would  not; 
fufler  any  of  the  people  on  deck  to  throw  the  body  overboardii 
but  called  the   mother,  the  wretched  mother,    to   perform' 
this  laft  fad  office  to  her  murdered .  child.     Unwilling,  as  il, 
might  naturally  be  fuppofed  Ihe  was,  to  comply,  *<  he  bcati 
her,**  regardlefs  of  the   indignant  murmurs  of  her  fetterei 
countrymen,  whom  in  barbarous  plenitude  of  fecore  tyrooay 
he  permitted  to  be  fpeSators  of  this  horxible  fcene,  **  l» 
*•'  heather,  till  he  made  her  take  up  £be  child  and  carry  it la, 
^«  the  fide  of  the  veffel,  and  then  flie  dropped  it  into  the  fea, 
**  turning  her  head  the  other  way,  that  fke  might  not  fee  it  !^ 
Mr.  Smith  aflted  the  Committee  if  ever   they  had  heard  o( 
fuch  a  deed,  on  which  fome  of  the  jnconiiderate  few  laugher^ 
^nd  on  hearing  it,  he  declared,  with  great  indignation,  that 
hft  fhould  not  have  thought  it  poffible  for  any  one  man  in  that. 
Committee  to  have  betrayed  fuch  a  total  want  of  feelings  ^ 
and  that  he  was  almod  afhamed  of  being  a  member  of  tw. 
Allembly,  in  which  fo  difgraceful  a  circumftance  had  happeot/ 
fid.     ^ut  it  vvQtild  naturally  be  aflced,  '<  Was  not  this  Cap*; 
tain  alfo  gibbeted ?**  Alas!  although  the  execrable    barbarity 
of  the  European  exceeded  that  of  the  Africans,    almoftaft^ 
much   as  his  ppportunities  of  inflrudlion  had  been  greater^ 
than  theirs^  n<  notipe  whatfoever  was  taken  of  this  horrible 
action ;  and  ten  thoufand  fimilar  cruelties  had  been  committed^ 
in  this  abominable  trade,    with  equal  impunity.     Here,  in* 
deed,  was  the  point  tq  be  mod  cenfured  and  lamented;  (of 
if  the  perpetrators  had  been  brought  to  juflice,  he  fliould  nBl\ 
have  thought  the  fafls  themfelves  more  deferving  ofbdiq^ 
forced  on  the  unwilling  attention  of  the  Houfe,    than  the, 
cruelty  of  a  Browririgg,  who  had  been  execrated  and  puniflx-^ 
pd;  or  than  that  of  the  man  who  murdered  his  wife  thelaft,^ 
week,  who,*  he  hoped,  would  alfo  fuffqr  the  punifhment  dn&j 
,    to  his  crime.     What  he  particularly  complained  of,  Mr/ 
Smith  faid>  wa^,  thatthofe,  and  they  were  not  a  few,  wb(^ 
in  the  profecution  of  the  African   trade,'  had  been  guilty  of 
fuch  enormities,  had  efcaped  with  rabfolute  impunity;  and 
that,  if  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a  bright  exception  h^d  occafion*^ 
ally  happened  In  favour  of  juftice,    the   inftances 'were  too^ 
rare,  and  the  puniftiments  too  inadequate  to  the  offence  ta^ 
prqdupc  any  beneficial  effcdl.     On  thefe  g^df^  therefore^j 
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among  others,  be  (bould  give  his  decided  and  cordial  vo^e  for 
imraediate  abolition,  as  that  which,  in. his  opinion,  alone 
afforded  the  profpedt  of  an  adequate  remedy  for  the  dreadful 
diforders  which  prevailed  in  Africa;  to  the  cruelty  and  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  Middle  'Paflage;  and  would  ten<l,  though 
gradually,  yet  noore  eftra^ionfly  than  any  other  plan  which 
coold  be  devifed,  to  meliorate  the  lltuation  of  the  negroes 
now  in  the  iflands;  who  at  prefent  enjoyed  fcarcely  any  other 
pr^teflion  from  the  moft  capricious  or  ftvere  tyrant,  but 
that  of  laws,  for  (hem,  alaiod  without  fau£lion,  and  of 
Courts,  which  totally  rejedted  their  evidence. 

Mr.  Cawtborne  faid,  that  the  ftory  of  the  child,  from  its  Mr.  Ciw- 
enormity,  was  impoflible,  as  many  other  parts  of  the  evidence  thorne. 
might  be  refuted  on  the  fame  ground.  Of  this  there  were 
many  inAances;  one  man  faid  that  the  Captains  of  French 
llaveihips,  when  they  had  not  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water 
forthe  number  on  board,  preferred  giving  them  arlenick  to 
throwing  them  into  the  fea.  Another  believed  that  the  re- 
ligion of  Angola  was  the  Roman  Catholic.  Did  evidence  fo 
gbfurd  deferye  the  lead  attention  ?  In  deciding  on  a  queftion, 
which  involved  the  abolition  of  the  flaye  trade,  they  would 
do  well  to  recolle£t  what  was  required  by  juilice  to  the  iflands, 
by  humanity  to  themfelves,  and  by  general  policy.  He  in- 
timated, that  if  the  hoAourable  gentleman  were  to  lofe  the 
queflion,  ^s  he  trufted  he  fhould,  he  would  luake  a  potion 
of  ;^<liiferent  tendency. 

Mr.  CMrmiay  obferved  that  he  had  heard,    lafl  night,  the  .    Mr, 
eloquent,  pathetic,  and  forcible  fpeech,    of  the  honourable  Courtenmy 
Mover  of  the  queilion,*  with  much  fympathy  and  convidVion ; 
nor  had  his  fentimcnts  been  at  all  fhaken  by  any  thing  which 
he  had  heard  on  the  other  fide. 

,    As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir 
William  Younjg)  it  was  a  miflake  to   fuppofe  that  the  flavo- 
trade,    if  abandoned  'by  us,    would  iink  into  the  hands  of* 
France.     It  ought  to  be  recolledled,  with  what  approbation 
the  motion  for  abolifhing  the  trade,    made  by  the  late  Mr. 
Mirabeau,  had  been  received,    although  the  fituation  of  the 
French  Colonies  might  not  have  made  it  prudent  to  carry 
the   meafure  into  immediate  execution.     It  was  not  to  be 
doubted,  that,  if  the  Parliament  of  this  country  fhould  begin, 
fo  wills  and  enlightened  a  body    as  the  National   AfTembly 
would  quickly  follow  their  example.     The  caufe  of  jullicc 
gnd  humanity,  in  both  thefe  nations,  now  cemented  by  free- 
dom, could  not  long  mifcarry*    But  even  though  the  trade  ; 
(hould  not  be  relinquifhed  by  others,    ifjuftice  required  its 
abolition,  how  could  we  hefitate  as  to  our  own  part  ?  \ 
Some  gentlemen  had  faid,  that  the  trade  was  condufied                      ! 
in  principles  of  humanity*    Truly  it  was  a  new  fpecies  of   .                \ 

humanit^Qgk        -     ' 
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humanity !  Wc  refcued  them,  from  what  we  were  pleafed  to 
term  their  wretched  fituation  at  home,  and  then  we  took 
credit  fjr  our  humanity,  becaufe,  after  killing  one  half  of 
iheni  in  the  feafoning,  wel'ubditure,  as  we  contend,  a  better 
treatment  in  the  Colonies  than  that  to  which  they  were  liable 
at  home  I  » 

It  had  been  ftated,  that  the  principle  of  war,  among  fava- 
ges,  was  a  general  mafTacre.  This  was  not  the  faft,  as 
would  appear  from  the  accounts  of  travellers.  On  the  con* 
trary,  they  even  frequently  adopted  the  captives  into  their 
own  families;  and,  fo  far  from  maflacring  the  women  and 
children,  gave  them  the  proteflion  which  the  weaknefs  of 
fex  or  age  demanded.  7  here  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
pradlice  of  kidnapping  prevailed ;  and,  as  to  the  convidliont 
for  adultery  and  witchcraft,  which  were  part  of  the  alledged 
caufe  of  ilavery,  every  man  being  allowed  fix  wives,  there 
could  be  no  great  inducement  to  the  crime  of  adultery.  As 
to  witchcraft,  he  obferved,  that  this  had  been  made  a  oime, 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  in  this  country,  for  the  par- 
pofe  of  infonpations;  and  how  much  more  likely  was  this  t% 
he  the  cafe  in  Africa,  under  the  encouragement,  to  fuchcoD- 
viflions,  affbr.ied by  the  flave  trade ?  If  the  flave  trade  was 
f.i;i(Slioned,  as  had  been  faid,  by  twenty  fix  afts  of  Parliament, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  that  fifty  fix  afts  might  be  found, 
by  which  Parliament  had  given  its  fanSion  to  witchcraft. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  pulpit  had  been  ufed  as  an  inftm- 
xnent  of  attack  on  the  flave  trade.  He  was  happy  to  learn 
that  it  had  been  fo  well  employed;  but  he  rather  doubted  of 
this  fidl,  as  he  believed  that  fome  of  the  clergy  .had  obtained 
preferment,  for  inculcating  the  do6^rine,  that  the  negroes 
were  predeftinated  to  flavery.  Yet  he  could  not  doubt, 
when  the  bill  went  to  the  Lords,  that  the  Biihops  would  rift 
up,  with  that  brave  and  virtuous  indignation  which  became 
them,  to  abolifh  a  traffic  fo  contrary  toajl  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, juftice  and  religion. 

Mr.  Courtenay  concluded  his  fpeeth,  by  entreating  every 
gentleman  to  recolleft,  that,  on  his  vote,  that  night,  de- 
pended the  happinefs  of  millions,  and  that  it  was  now  in  hii 
power  to  promote  a  meafure,  of  which  the  benefits  would  he 
J-^lr,  over  one  whole  quarter  of  the  globe;  that  the  feeds  of 
civilization  might,  by  the  propofed  bill,  be  fown  all  over 
Afiica;  and  the  firft  principles  of  humanity  be  eft^bliflied 
in  regions  where  they  had  hitherto  not  been  fulFered  to  pre- 
vail. ' 
Lord  Lord   Carysfort   declared  that  if  he  had  entertained  any 

Ciiryjfori.  doubts  on  the  prefent  queftion,  they  would  have  been  removed 
cr.v.rcily  by  the  very  able  arguments  ufed  at  the  introduflion 
r:;  i: ;  t!-.o'igh,  if  pofllble,  he  was  convinced  ft:!I  more  by 
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the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  oppofed ;  no  one  argument, 
of  folid  weight,  having,  in  his  opinion,  been  adduced  againfl 
it.  He  fpoke  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  colonial  laws  tor  the 
proteSionof  the  flaves,  and  the  feverity  of  their  puiufhment. 
They  were  ordered  to  receive  thirty  nine  laihes,  from  a  cart 
whip,  for  the  ordinary  offences:  but  how  dreadfully  fevere 
and  difproportionate  was  this  puni(hment  ?  T  hey  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  felf-defence  againil  any  white  rhan;  and 
the  fyflem,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  totally  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  our  confVitution* 

The  m^afurehad  policy  on  its  fide;  for  the  true  intereft  of 
every  nation  confifted  in  adhering  to  juftice:  and,  though 
other  countries  (hould  retain  the  trade,  yet,  founded,  as  it 
was,  in  falie  policy  and  complete  injuftice^  there  could  be 
nocaufe  to  regret  our  relinquifhing  it  to  other  hands. 

Colonel  Phippi  rofe,  and  ohferyed,  that  it  had  been  afierteJ  Cotonel 
that  this  was  a  cjueftion  in  which  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  Phippt. 
the  laws  of  nature  were  concerned.  He  could  not  agree  to 
coniider  it  in  that  light ;  nor  did  he  think  that  tbofe  perfons 
who  had  formed  their  opinions  on  the  fame  gn  und  with 
himfelf,  were  at  all  deferving  of  the  harfti  expreiTions  ufed 
the  preceding  evening.  Sure  he  was,  that  he  was  not  lefs 
fenfible  to  feelings  for  the  reft  of  mankind,  than  any  other 
honourable  e?ntleman» 

Colonel  rhipps  then  defcribed  the  nature  of  the  Govern-, 
ments  of  Africa,  from  whence  the  negroes,  who  were  tl)e  ob- 
jeQs  of  the  flave  trade,  wf  re  originally  procui^ed.  The  Afri- 
can Governments,  he  faid,  were  not  like  thofe  of  Kuirope: 
they  were  neither  limited  monarchies,  ariftocracies,  nor  de- 
mocracies. They  were  founded  in  abfolute  defpotifm,  and 
every  fulje<3  was  an  adiual  flave.  The  great  men  of  the 
country  were  flaves  to  the  Governor,  their  dependants  were 
(laves  to  thofe  great  men,  and  foon,  downwards.  All  their 
cuftoms,  in  like  manner,  were  different  from  thofe  of  other 
countries.  The  prifoners  of  war  too  were  fuhjeft  tQ  flavery, 
and  fuch  being  the  cafe,  he  faw  no  more  cruelty  in  difpofing 
of  them  to  our  merchants,  than  to  thofe  of  any  other  nation. 
The  life  of  any  fubjed  of  another  Prince  was  forfeitable,  if 
he  w»re  taken  captive  in  war.  Criminals  alfo,  in  cafes  of 
idoltery  and 'witchcraft,  were  fubje£t  to  flavery  in  Africa. 

He  obferved.  that  it  had  been  laid,  in  debate,  that  there 
Rrere  no  laws  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  the  proteftion  of  the 
laves.  He  begged  leave  to  deny  the  faft.  There  were  fe- 
r«rral  laws  in  being  in  the  Coldnies,  tliough  he  was  ready  to 
idmit  that  farther  regulations  were  neceffary,  and  he  was 
«idy  to  gof-in  this  refpecV,  as  far  as  ever  humanity  might 
-equire.    He  had  pafled  ten  months  in  Jamaica,  where,  he 

declare;^, 
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^tared^  he  never  had  feen  any  fudi  z&9  of  cro^  v  as  were 
now  talked  ofi  Such  (everities  as  he  had  feen*  had  not  beeo 
exercifed  by  planters,  or  mafters,  or  oTerfeeri^  or  any  odicr 
whites ;  but  all  the  cruelties  which  he  had  obfenred,  weie 
committed  by  the  blacks.  The  dreadful  ftorieS}  read  and 
recited  to  the  Committee,  ho  more  ought  to  fix  a  general 
ftigina  on  the  planters,  than  the  (lory  of  Mrs.  Brownrigg^ 
which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  thb  debate,  ought 
to  flamp  this  po!i(hed  metropolis  with  the  general  brand^cf 
murder.  There  was  once  a  haberdafher's  wife  (Mrs.  Nairoe) 
who  locked  up  her  apprentice  girl,  and  flarved  her  to  death; 
but  did  ever  any  body  think  of  abolifhing  haberdafhery  oa 
this  account  ?  and  he  really  thought  this  a  parallel  cafe.  He 
was  perfuaded  that  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies  wer^  is 
general,  chearful  |ind  happy.  They  were  fl>nd  of  pmaraenti; 
and  he  appealed  to  the  obfervatidn  of  every  gentleman^  wfae- 
tlier  it  was  the  charaderiftic of  miferable  perfons  to  fiiewa 
fondnefs  for  finery  ?  On  the  contrary;  he  afked,  if  it  M 
not  imply  a, chearful,  contented  mind,  when  people  were  de% 
firousof  decorating  the  body. 

If,  as  he  trufled  would  be  the  cafe,  the  honourable  gtt- 
tleman  ihould  lofe  his  motion,  he  was  fure  bis   humaiii^  \ 
need  not  be  at  an  end ;  for  it  would  induce  him   to  empfaf  | 
himfelf  in  devifing  the  means  of  providing,  as  corafortai^ai  | 
poflihle,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  negroes,  by  me 
provident  regulation«5. 
Mr.  Pitt.       Mr.  Chancellor  PJtf  declared,  that  from  the  firft  how  rf 
his  having  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  Parliament,  down  to  tht 
prefent,  among  all  the  queftions,    whether  political  or  p0^' 
fonal,  in  which  it  had  been  his  fortune  Jto  take  a  (hare,  tbM 
never  had  been  one  in  which  his  heart  was  fo  deeply  intereft* 
ed  as  the  prefent ;  both  on  account  of  the  ferious  principia 
which  it  involved,  and  the  important  conf^quences  connefiel 
with  it.     He  oliferved,  that  however  forcibly  he   might  a^ 
peal  to  the  natural  and  unerring  feelings  of  every  man  npot 
tin's  fuhjeft,    and  however  ftrong  an   argument  ^e   mig^, 
therefore,  draw,  even  from  this  confidcrarion,  yet  this  wW 
not  the  ground  on  which  he  was  about  to  reft  the  deteiw* 
nation  of  the  prefent  queftion. 

The  prefent  was  not  a  mere  queftion  of  feelings;  it 
not  for  I  he  fake  of  exercifing  humanity,  as  had  been  « 
fallely  imngined,  that  the  abolition  of  thetrade  in  flaves 
prtrfle*!  upon  the  Committee;  but  it  was  quite  another 
ciple,  which  ought,  in  his  own  opinion,  to  determine 
minds.     The  main  argument  infifted  on  was,  that  tlie 
trade  was  founded  in  injuftice;  "and   it  is  therefore,^ 
"Mr.  Pitt,  "  fucba  trade,  as  it  is  impofllble  for  me   to 
•*  port^  unlefs  gentlemen  will,  in  the  firft  place,  prove  to 
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^  me^  that  there  are  no  laws  of  morality  'binding  upon  na* 

^  lions,  and  that  it  is  no  duty  of  a  Legiilature  to  reftrain  Us 

<*  fuhjeds  from  invading  the  happinefs*  bf  other  countries, 

^  and  from  violating  the  fundamental  principles  of  juftice.'* 

Heob(erved,  that  many  gentfemen,  however,  whooppofed 

the  motioli,  had   brought  forward,  on  the  prefent  o€can<>n, 

,  H  plea  of  impra£^icahility«     Several  of  them  had  even  ex- 

;*  prefled  a  deGre  to  fee  the  flave  trade  aboli/hedy  if  it  were  not 

'  for  fomenecei&ty  for  continuing  it,    Which   they  conceived 

to  exift;  nay,  ahnoft  every  one,  he  believed,  and  in  particular 

an  hoDotnrable  Baronet  (bir  William  Young)   and  another 

honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Stanley,  agent  for  the  idands) 

appeared  to  wi(h,  that  the  farther- importation  of  flaves  might 

ceafe,  provided  it  could  be  made  out  that  the  population  of 

the  Weft  Indies  could  be,  by  any  means,    maintained  with- 

OQt  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  propofed,  therefore,  with  the  permlflion  of  the 
Moufe,  to  apply  himfelf  particularly  to  this  fubjefl  \  for  as 
this  appeared  to  operate,  in  the  minds  of  fo  many  gentlemen, 
as  the  chief  objeflion,  he  trufted,  that,  by  fhowing   this  ar- 

Emeot  to  be  groundlefs,  and  the  whole  idea  of  impradlica- 
ity,  as  it  was  now  urged,  to  be  entirely  a  mifconceptiofi, 
he  (hould  be  able  thus  to  clear  away  every  obfticle  whateveh; 
ibthat,  having  no  ground,  either  of  jaftice  or  neceffiiy,  to 
ftand  upon,  there  could  be  no  excufe  or  pretence  left  to  the 
Committee,  for  refifting  the  prefent  motion. 

He  might  reafonably  hope,  however,  that  gentlemen, 
even  upon  their  own  grounds,  would  not  reckon  any  difad- 
vantage  to  the  plantations,  which  was  merely  fmaU  and  tern* 
porary,  to  be  a  fufficient  reafon  to  warrant  the  continuance 
tof  the  Have  trade.  It  was  fiirely  not  any  flight  degree  bf  ex- 
P^iency,  any  fmall  balance  of  profit,  nor  any  light  fliades 
of  probability,  oh  the  one  fide,  rathfer  thaii  the  other,  which 
wonid  determine  any  gentleman  in  the  prefent  queftibri.  He 
aiked  pardon  even  for  the  fuppofitiort.  The  Houfe,  he  was 
fore,  would  not  decide  the  queftion,  on  fuch  grounds.  Thfe 
flave  trade  Was  an  evjl  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  that  there  muft 
biacommon  wiQi  in  the  Committee  at  once  to  put  an  end 
to  it,  if  there  were  no  very  great  and  ferious  obflacle.  No* 
thing  (hort  of  the  utmoft  danger,  nay  of  ruin,  to  ilie  Weft 
Indian  iflands,  ought  we  to  hear  urged  as  a  plea  for  continu- 
ing  fuch  a  trade  as  this!  It  was  a  trade  by  which  multitudes 
<>fahofiending  nations  were  deprived  of  the  bleflings  of  civi* 
lization,  and  had  their  peace  and  happinefs  invaded.  It 
ojight,  therefore,  t6  be  no  common  expediency;,  it  ought 
tithet  to  be  fome  pof^ive  neceffity,  ot,  at  leaft,  fomething 
▼cr?  like  neceffity^   which  it  became  thofe  gentlemen  to 
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pleady  who  took  upon  them  to  defend  the  continuance  of  tli 
trade. 

He  knew  that  the  Weft  Indian  gentleman  had  ufed 
ftrong  language,  on  this  part  of  the  fubje6i,  and  had  expr 
an   alarm   for  theSflands  that  was  very    ferious  indeed, 
would  be  proper,  however,  for   the  Committee  to   cooC 
this  for  thcmlelves ;  for  he  could  not   help  thinking, 
was  an  over  great  degree  of  fenfibility>  among  thofe  gend 
men,  on  this  particular  point,    and  that  their  alarm, 
hoped  to  prove,  was  excited  in  a  way  which  the  occaiion  I 
no  means  juftified.     He  had  endeavoured  carefully  and  i 
partially   to  examine   into   this  himfelf,    and  he  would 
^proceed  to  lay  thofe  reafons  before  the  Houfe,  which  inde 
him  firmly  to  believe,  not  only  that  no  permanent  mifcli 
would  follow  from  the  abolition,  but  not  feven  any  fuch  le 
porary  hurt  or  inconvenience  as  could  be  ftated  to  he  a  reai 
for  preventing  the  Houfe  from  agreeing  to  the  queftion  befa 
them  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  abolition  itfelf  woe 
lay  the  foundation  for  the  more  folid  improvement  of  all 
various  interefts  of  thofe  Colonies. 

In  proceeding  upon  this  fubje^St,  he  ihould  apply  his  obfi 
vations chiefly  to  Jamaica,  which  contained  more    than  ha 
the  flaves  in  the  whole  Weft  Indies,  and,  if  he  fhould  fuc 
in  proving  that  no  material  detriment  could  arife  to  the  pop 
lation  of  that  iflnnd,  this  would  be  fo  confiderable   a  part  < 
thequeftion,  and  wouIJ  afFord  fo  flronga  prefumption 
rcfpe<fl  to  the  other  iflaud,  it  bt-ing  a  tolerably  fair  fample  i 
'  the  whole,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  any  longer  hefitate 
ther  they  fhould  or  fhould  not  put  a  ftop  to  this  moft  her 
trade. 

In  the  twenty  years,  ending  in   1788,  the  annual  lofs  t 
flaves  in  Jamaica  (that  is  the  cxcefs  of  deaths  above  th 
births)  appeared  to  be  one  in  one  hundred;  in  a  precedii: 
period  the  lofs  was  greater,  and  in  a  period  before  that  great 
ftill,  there  having  been  a  continual  gradation  in  the  decreat 
through  the  whole  time,  as  appeared  from  an  accurate  exa* 
mination  of  the  particular  years  in  each  period.     It  might 
fairly  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  (the  average  lofs  of  ih 
laft  period  being  one  per  cent.)  the  lofs  in  the  former  part  ofl 
it  would  be  fomewhat  more,  and  in  the  latter  part  fomewhacl 
lefs  than   one  per  cent. ;  infomuch  that  it  might  be  fairly! 
queftioned  whether,  by  this  time,  the  births  and  deaths  inl 
Jamaica  might  not  be  ftated  as  very  nearly  equal.     It  was  tol 
be  added,  that  a  peculiar  calamity,  which  fvvept  away  i5,ooqf 
perfons,  had  occafioned  a  part  of  the  mortality  in  the  lafl-tl 
mentioned  period ;  the  check  to  the  proviflon  trade,  occa«l 
fioned  by  the  i:idependence  of  America,  had  alfo  been  urged^l 
by  the  Weft-India  gentlemen,  as  a  caufe  of  more  than  com-l 
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mon  depopulation  in  the  fame  time  :  whether  this  had  really 
operated  to  fo  great  an  extent  as  had  been  ttated  he  could  not 
ex5i(Sly  fay,  but  he  was  clear  that  this  alfo  was  an  evil  which 
might  not  be  expedled  to  return,  as  a  very  confulerable  cul- 
ture of  provifions  in  theiflandshnd  now  happily  taken  place* 
It  was  plain,  then,  even  on  thefe  grounds  only,  nay,  even 
f  the  apparent  Ijfs  had  been,  as  fome  ftatements  made  it, 
nore  than  one  per  cent.,  the  probable  lofs  now  to  be  ex* 
)eiled  rauft  be  very  inconfiderable  indeed. 

There  was,  however,  one  circuraftance  to  be  added,  which 
he  Weft  India  gentlemen,  in  ftating  this  matter,  had  en- 
It'ely  overlooked,  and  which  was  fo  material  as  clearly  to  re- 
uce  the  probable  dimin'ition  in  the  population  of  Jamaica 
own  to  nothing,  fuppofingeven  th.it  all  the  obferva'^ions  he 
aJ  juft  been  making  were  entirely  to  fail  him.  The  cir- 
amftance  he  jmeant  was  this  :  in  all  the  calcilations  he  had 
jferred  to  of  the  comparative  number  of  births  and  deaths, 
11  the  negroes  in  the  ifland  were  included;  thofe  newly -im- 
arted  negroes,  who  died  in  confequence  of  the  fe'afoning, 
iade  a  part,  and  f welled,  therefore,  very  materially  the  num- 
?r  of  the  deaths;  but  as  thefe  extraordinary  cieaths  would 
afe  as  foon  as  the  importation  ceafed,  there  ought  to  be  a 
idudion  of  them  made  from  his  prefent  calculation. 
Now  this  number  would  make  up  of  itfelf  nearly  the  whole 

that  one  per  cent,  which  had  been  ftated,  laying  afide  all 
e  other  confiderations.  He  particularly  prefled  gentlemen's 
tention  to  this  circumftance;  for  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
ft,  that  the  complaint  of  being  likely  to  want  hands  in  Ja-  ' 
lica  arofe  from  the  miftake  of  including  the  prefent  unna- 
ral  deaths  caufed  by  the  feafoning  among  the  natural  and 
rpetual  caufes  of  mortality.  Thefe  deaths,  being  errone- 
fly  taken  into  the  planters'  calculations,  gave  occafion  to 
?  idea  that  the  number  could  not  be  kept  up.  Thefe 
ith?,  which  were  caufed  merely  by  the  flave  trade,  fur- 
hed  the  very  ground,  therefore,  on  which  the  continuance 
tlie  flave  trade  was  thought  necelTary,  and  became  the 
J  reafon  for  bringing  over  more  of  thofe  wretched  negroes^ 
I  for  thus  adding  to  this  very  fource  of  mortality. 
The  evidence  before  the  Houfe  as  to  this  point  was  per* 
Hy  clear ;  for  it  would  be  found  in  that  dreadful  catalogue 
deaths,  in  confequence  of  the  feafoning,  and  the  middle 
Tage,  whiQh  the  Houfe  had  been  condemned  to  look  into, 
t  one  half  die.  An  annual  mortality  of  2,000  in  Jamaica 
jht  be  charged,  therefore,  t*  the  importation,  which, 
npared  with  the  whole  numbers  on  the  ifland,  hardly  fell 
n  of  the  whole  one  per  cent  decrcafe. 
oining  this  with  all  the  other  confiderations,  Mr.  Pitt 
I  a£ktd.  Can  the  decreafe  of  flaves  in  Jamaica  be  f^ch^oQle 
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—Can  the  colonics  be  fo  dcftitute  of  means — fo  incapable  of 
thoie  improvements  which  a  more  prudent  management,  and 
a  (pint  of  benevolence  muft  naturally  furnifh — Caii  they,  at- 
a  time  when   they  tell  you  of  new  regulations,  to  benefit 
the  flaves,  which,  they  fay,  are  eftablifhing every  day — Can- 
they,  under  all  thefe  circumftances,  be  permitted  to  plead 
that  total  imporf^hility  of  keeping  up  their  number,  which 
they  have  reitrd  on,  as  being  indeed  the  only  poffible  pretest 
for  allowing  treih  importations  from  Africa?  He  appealed^: 
therefore,  to  the  fober  judgement  of  every  gentleman  in  tht.' 
lioufe,  Whether  an  intereft  on  the  part  of  Jamaica,  fuch^ 
f       as  lie  had  deficrihed,  could  form  an  objedion,  or  jufUfya^ 
hofitation,  in  agreeing  to  the  prefcnt  motion. 

It  might  he   obferved  alfo,  that,   when  the  importatioft 
fhould   ftop,  that  difproportion  between  the  fexes,  which- 
was  one  of  the  obftacies   to   population,  would  gradually 
diminifh,  and  indeed  our  whole  colonies  in  the  Weft  Inditt- 
wouid  revert  to  that  natural  order  and  courfe  of  things  bir 
which  population  and  civilization  are  promoted*     Through  \ 
the  want  of  this  natural  order,  a  thoufand  grievances  w«Bi 
created,'  which  it  was  impofTible  to  define,  and  which  it  wat 
in  vain  ^o  think  that,  under  fuch  circumftances,  we  could 
cure.     He   was  convinced  that  the  abolition  itfelf  woald  - 
work  thi$efR£l.     The  Weft  Indians  would  then  feel  a  nev 
sind  urgent  intereft,  to  enter  into  a  thoufand  little  detaSt. 
which  it  was  impof&ble  for  him  to  defcribe,  but  which  havf* 
the  greateft  influence  on  population.     A  foundation  would  ^ 
thus  be  laid  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  iflands,  a  n^ 
fyftem  would  rife  up  the  reverfe  of  the  old,  and  eventqaBf  ■; 
both  their  general  wealth  and  general  happinefs  would  in* 
cre^fe. 

This,  however,  it  ftiould  he  remembered,  was  proring 
far  more  than  he  was  bound  to,  with  a  vie\v  to  the  preleiil  I 
queftion,  for  gentlemen  muft.  feel,  that  if  even  he  could 
prove  the  abolition  not  ruinous,  it  would  be  enough.  H^ 
could  give  up,  therefore,  three  arguments  out  of  fbur, 
through  the  whole  that  he  had  faid,  and  yet  have  enough 
left  to  eftat^lifh  his  poGtion.  At  to  the  Creoles,  it  was  a 
plain  point  that  they  would  increafe;  they  diflered  in  this 
intirely.from  the  imported  ilaves,  who  were  both  a  burthen 
and  a  curie  to  t'lemfelves  and  others.  The  meafure  now 
prppofed  would  operate  like  a  charm,  and  befides  ftoppif|g 
all  the  miferi^i^  we  give  occaiion  to  in  Africa  and  the  midd)9 

{linage,  would   produce  even   more  benefits  in  the  Weft 
ndies  than  legal  regulations  could  do* 
C)ne  thing  he  muft  touch  uppn,  which  was  rath^  1  deli- 
cate  point ;  the  queftion  of  emancipating  tlie  flavea  in  the 
Weft  ladies*    A  ra0^  fu\ancipatiQi^  he  W9|d|»|.  .would  bf. 
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wmng  and  mifchievous :  In  that  unhappy  fituation  to  which 
Qor  baneful  condufl  had  brought  both  ourfelves  and  them^ 
it  would  be  no  juftice  on  either  fide  to  give  them  liberty* 
iThey  were  as  yet  incapable  of  it,  but  gradually  their  fituation 
Bight  be  mended*  They  mieht  be>  relieved  from  every 
4iing  harfli  and  fevere,  raifed  from  their  prefent  degradation, 
n^'put  under  the  ppwerful  protection  of  law  :  till  then  to  talk 
frf  emancipation  was  ipfanity.  But  it  was  the  fyftem  of 
fefl)  importations  that  interfered  with  thefe  principles  of 
luprovement,  and  it  was  the  abolition  of  the  ilave  trade 
Rhich  would  furniflithe  means  of  effe£lually  regulating  the 
ituation  of  the  ilaves  in  the  iflands.  This  was  not  a  warm 
kfea  taken  up  without  due  reafoning  and  reflection,  but  had 
JU  foun'^ation  in  h^o^^n  nature :  Wherever  there  was  the 
incentive  of  honour,  credit  and  fair  profit,  there  induftry 
^Would  bcf;  and  when  thefe  labourers  fliould  have  the  natural 
^ngs  o(  human  aiftioh  afforded  them,  th^  would  then 
-lAfe  to  the  natural  level  of  human  induftry ;  but  when  de- 
graded into  mere  machines,  they  would  not  even  afford  you  . 
41  the  benefit  of  machines,  but  became  more  unprofitable, 
aad  every  way  more  difadvantageous,  than  any  other  inftru- 
wot  of  labour  whatfoever. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  proceeded  to  fomo  fiiort  obfer* 
Titions  on  each  of  the  other  iflands,  as  there  were  fome  cir- 
«90ift3tices  of  difference  between  them.  In  Barbadoes  there 
hi  been  no  decreafe  to  alarm  us ;  on  the  contrary,  the  flavet^ 
in  that  ifland  feemed  rather  to  increafe.  In  St.  Kitt's,  the 
iiaeafe  for  14  years  had  been  but  3-4ths  per  cent,  and  hero 
ttany  of  the  fame  obfervations  would  apply,  as  he  had  been 
Qfing  in  the  cafe  of  Jamaica.  In  Antigua,  a  confiderable 
number  had  died  by  a  particular  calamity;  but  for  this,  the 
<lweafe  would  have  been  really  trifling.  In  Nevis  and 
Montferrat  there  was  this  ftrong  and  mod  favourable  cir- 
tnmllance,  that  there  was  little  or  no  difproportion  of  fexes, 
and  it  might  well  be  hoped  the  numbers  would  be  kept  up* 
In  Dominica,  fome  controverfy  had  arifen  about  the  cal(:ula* 
tipn;  but  he  had  to  obferve,  that  Governor  Orde  mentions 
;  that  there  is  an  increafe  of  births  above  the  deaths.  Frpm 
^enada  and  St.  Vincent's,  no  good  accounts  had  been  tran* 
fauttid,  in  anfwer  to  the  queries  fent  them ;  but  they  were 
.FlAablj  not  in  circumflances  lefs  favourable  than  the  other 
ilaiids,  though  perhaps  it  might  be  found,  that  perfons  who 
M  proceeded  on  recent  grants  might  be  entitled  to  our  con* 
^deration;  but  whether  their  cafe  was  feparated  from  the 
othert  or  not,  it  never  could  be  argued  that  they  ought  to 
ftand  in  the  way  of  the  great  ohje£l  before  the  Houfe. 

On  a  full  review  of  the  probable  ftate  of  the  negro  popu«« 
lationiuQur  Wdlrladia  iflands,  was  there  th^ni,  any  ferious    t 
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gtouhd  of  alarm  from  the  meafure  of  abolifliing  the  flaVe 
trade^  of  aboliftiing  it  entirely  and  imoiediately  ?  and  was 
there  any  of  that  impracticability  to  he  pleaded,  on  which 
alone  fo  many  gentlemen  had  refted  all  their  objeAions? 
Muft  we  not  blu(h  at  pretending  that  it  would  diftrefsour 
confclences  to  abolifh  this  moft  horrid  trade,  on  account (f 
the  alarming  cpnfeqiiences  to  the  population  of  the  ifland/r 

Intolerable  were  the  rtiifchiefs  of  this  Trade,  both  in  irrf 
origin,  and  through  every  ftage  of  its  pr<^refs.  11* 
honourable  gentleman  ne.ir  him  (Colonel  Phipps)  had  beea 
defcribing  Africa  as  a  ccmtinent  half  cultivated.  lit  fuch  i 
country,  in  order  to  promote  this  tra  le,  you  muft  apply 
yoarffclves  to  the  avarice  and  to  the  worft  palQons  of  the 
princes.  To  fay  that  (laves  can  be  furniflied  us  by  fair  and 
commercial  means,  were?  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  The  traie 
fometrmes  ceafrd,  as  during  the  laft  war;  fometimes  the<le- 
mand  increafcd,  fometimes  it  was  declining,  according  to 
our  circumftances.  But  how  was  it  pofTible  that,  toa(te- 
mand  fo  extremely  flufluating,  the  fupply  of  flaves  (honU 
always  exa^ly  accommodate  itfelf?  Alas!  alas?  (faid  Mr. 
Pitt)  we  make  human  beings  the  fubjed^s  of  commerce;  «e 
learn  to  talk  of  (hem  a$  fuch;  yet  v/e  will  not  allow  to  tljeni 
the  common  principle  of  commerce,  that  the  fupply  mofl 
accommodate  itfelf  to  the  confiimprion.  It  was  not  from 
wars  then  that  the  llaves  were  chiefly  furni/hed.  Thc^ 
were  obtained  in  proportion  as  they  were  wanted.  If  ade* 
niand  for  (laves  arofe,  a  fupply  was  forced  in  one  wsy  of 
other,  and  it  was  in  vain,  overpowered  ?s  we  now  werewitK 
j>ofitive  evidence,  as  well  as  the  reafonablenefs  of  thefuppo- 
iition,  to  deny,  that,  by  the  flave  trade,  we  were  the  canfet 
of  thofe  dreadful  enormities  on  that  unhappy  continent.  It 
was  plain,  if  we  confidered  the  nuiDber  nnnually  carried  off# 
that  no  regular  or  ordinary  means  could  furnilh  fo  many 
captives. 

It  was  faid  by  art  honourable  Raronc^t  CSlr  W.  Yonng) 
that  if  we  did  not  toke  them,  they  uouid  be  deflroyed;  bit 
this  he  did  not  believe,  becaufe  he  did  not  find,  from  all  bii 
reading,  that  the  deflru£lion  of  their  captives  was  the  com- 
mon praftice,  as  had  been  iKated,  of  all  uncivilized  Rations* 
We  aflumed,  therefore,  what  was  falfe,  the  very  felling 
them  implied  this ;  for  if  they  would  fell  their  captives  fcr 
profit,  why  fliould  they  not  employ  them  in  any  labour  thJT 
would  yield  a  profit,  for  the  fame  reafon?  Nay,  many  of 
them,  while  there  was  no  demand  from  the  flave  merchanti, 
were  often  aftually  fo  employed.  The  wealth  of  the  richer 
people  in  Africa  was  reckoned  to  confift  in  ilaves,  and  hotr 
could  we  fuppnfe  they  would  be  fo  abfurd,  then,  as  to  de- 
ft roy  them?     BeCdos,  the  tradie  had  been  fufpeuded  during 
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jhe  war,  ai>d  it  was  never  faid,  or  thought,  that  any  fuch 
confequeoce  had  then  followed.  But  even  if,  inftead  of  the 
prefent  pililefs  tr;infportations,  fome  few  lives  ftiould  h« 
aflualJy  dtiiroy^d;  if  at  the  firft  iht-y,  with  the  guilt  on 
jheir  heads,  ihould  put  fome  few  pi i loners  to  death,  it  was 
clear,  in  his  opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  make  tiiis  any  rea- 
fon  forperfifting  in  the  trade.  '1  he  tluration  of  this  evil  that 
was  dreaded  would  be  fhort;  by  degrees  the  inrcreft  of  hu- 
manity v^ould  work  its  own  way,  if  our  perverted  fy  llem  did 
flot  bbftru(^  itscourf**. 

It  had  been  argued,  by  the  honourable  Earonet,  that  thd 
(elling  men  for  witchcraft  was  no  confequence  of  the  flav« 
trade,  for  that  witchcraft  commonly  implied  poifon,  an<l 
was  a  real  pun.fhable  cr  me.  But  it  was  recoliedied,  that  in 
jhe  cafe  of  witchcraft  or  poifm,  it  was.  not  the  individual 
only,  but  man,  woman  and  child,  every  connet^Hon  and  re- 
lation of  the  guilty  perfon  that  were  lold  for  liaves,  which 
principle  of  injuftice  ;ind  crutlty  was  promoted  nioft  un- 
c'oubtedly  by  the  flave  trade.  '1  he  truth  was,  that  we  flopt 
the  nafural  progrefs  of  civilization;  we  cut  off"  Africa  from 
fhe opportunity  of  improvement,  we  kept  down  that  conti- 
nent in  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  bondage,  ignoranc-,  and  blood. 
I^Vas  not  this  an  awful  confideration  for  tins  country?  Look 
:>n  the  Map  of  Africa;  how  little  uftful  intercourfe  haJ 
|)een  eftablifhed  in  that  vaft  continent?  While  other, coun- 
:ries  were  afliiti ng  and  enlightening  each  other,  that  alone 
wd  none  of  thefe  bf^nefits?  We  had  obtained  as  yet  only 
ail  fo  much  knowledge  of  its  prodiiftions,  as  to  (hew  that 
h.ere  is  a  capacity  for  trade,  which  we  check.  Indeed,  if 
he  mifchiefs  in  Africa  were  out  of  the  queftion,  the  cir- 
lumiiances  of  the  Middle  Paffige  alone  wquld,  in  his  mind, 
«  reafoii  enough  for  the  abolition.  Such  a  fcene  as  that  of 
he  flave  fhips,  pa  fling  over  with  their  wretched  cargoes  to 
he  Weft  Indies,  if  it  could  be  fprend  before  the  eyes  of  the 
ioufe,  would  be  fufEcient  of  itfelf  to  make  them  vote  at 
ficc  for  this  queftion.  And  when  it  can  be  added  alfo,  that 
be  interefl:  even  of  the  Weft  Indies  themfelves  refts  on' the 
|>olstion  of  this  trade  (Mr.  Pitt  faid)  he  could  not  conceive 
aadl  of  more  indit^pcnfible  duty  than  that  which  was  now 
ropofed  to  the  Houfe.  If  even  the  confequences  had  ap- 
rared  to  him  widely  different  from  what  they  did  appear, 
ill  he  (hould  infift  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  give  the  fame 
Dte*  ^  hat  an  aggravation  then  of  guilt  would  it  be,  if 
ic  policy,  inftead  of  being  againft  the  meafure,  was  alfo 
T  it  ?  A  more  imperious  duty  than  that  of  aboliftiing  the 
ive  trade,  he  believed  was  never  exercifed  in  the  Parliament 
Great  Britain. 
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\  Sir  Arch.  Sif  Archhald  Edmonftme  defired  to  know,  brfore  the  quet 
Edmon-  tion  was  put,  what  was  the  exaft  purport  of  it,  and  wlicihff 
fione.        it  went  fo  far  as  to  pledge  thofe  who  voted  for  it,  to  a  ttiol 

and  immediate  abolition  of  the  flave  trade. 
Mr.  Aid.      ^^*  Alderman  fVatfon  proceeded  into  afn  agtmnenttoihod 
Watfon.'}  ^h'<^^  ^^^^  trade  was  not  liable  10  the  obje&ioiis  arged  again 
'  it.     He  defended  it  as  highly  beneficial  to  the  coai^try,  W 
ing  one  material  branch  of  its  commerce.     He  faid  th^h 
could  not  think  of  the  African  trade  Without  conn^diikii^  1 
his  mind,  the  Weft-India  trade  with  it ;  for  that,  in  crodl 
the  one  hung  upon  the  other.     Nor  was  this  all :  a  third  vm 
portant  branch  of  our  commerce  entered  alfo,  into  the  fad 
manner,  into  his  confideration,  which  was  the  Newfoundlid 
fifhery;  and  he  went  into  a  detail  which  he  concluded  kj 
obferving,  that  this  moft  valuable  fifliery  could  not  anfwH 
to  this  country,  if  it  were  not  for  the  quantity  of  inferi4 
fifli  bought  up  for  the  negroes  in  the  Well  Indies,  and  whid 
was  quite  unfit  for  aiiy  other  market.     He  fpokeof  th«  m* 
tual  dependends,  that  each  of  thefe  three  trades  had  on  til 
oth^r,  and  of  the  great  itnportance,  in  a  commercial  point  a 
view,  of  not  interfering  with  the  one,  left  we  Aiould  endaih 
ger  the  exiftence  of  the  ethers. 

He  referred  alfo  to  what  had  pafled  in  the  National  At 
fembly,  on  the  fuhjedl  of  the  flave  trade,  and  read  part  of  I 
-     fpeech  of  M.  Turgot,  recommending  a  gradual  abolition  <il 
it,  and  not  one  that  was,  by  any  means,  immediate. 

The  Alderman  recommended  it  to  the  Houfe,  to  fofloi" 
the  fame  prif  ciples,  and  to  foften  the  rigours  of  ilavery,  bf 
wholefome  regulations;  but  not  to  adopt  fo  ra(h  a  condnAal 
to  vote  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade  in  flaves. 
Mr.  Fox/  ^^*  ^^^  obferved,  that  fome  expreflions,  which  he  had 
ufed  on  the  preceding  day,  had  been  complained  of,  as  to* 
harfh  and  fevere.  He  had  now  four  and  twenty  hoars  t* 
refleft  on  his  words,  he  had  revolved  them  over  and 
over  again  in  his  mind,  but  he  could  not  prevail  on  bin* 
felf  to  retrad  them ;  becaufe,  the  more  he  confidered  ind 
knew  of  ihe  fubjedt  in  dtfcufTion,  the  more  did  he  believe^ 
that  if,  after  readng  all  the  evidence  on  the  table,  andat-* 
tending  to  the  debate,  any  gentleman  could  continue  to  op- 
pofe  the  abolition  of  the  flave  tr^de,  and  could  thus  avo# 
himfelf,  after  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fubje^,  an  abettor  of 
this  ftiamefdl  traffic  in  human  flefh,  it  could  only  be  eithrf 
from  f  ^me  hardnefs  of  heart,  or  fome  fuch  difficulty  of  urn 
derftanding  as  he  really  knew  nr)t  how  to  account  for. 

Some  gentlemen  had  confidered  this  queflion,  as  aqueflion 
of  political  freedom;  whereas  it  was  no  fuch  thing.  No 
man  would  fufpc<Sl  him  of  being  an  enemy  to  political  ittt* 
dom ;  his  fentiments  were  too  well  known  to  leave  him  [o^- 
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je£t  to  fuch  a  fufpicion.    But,  this  was  a  quedion  not  of  ptH     ^ 
liCical,  but  of  perfonal  freedom.     Political  freedom  was  un- 
I   doubr^dly  as  great  a  blefling  as  any  people  under  Heavea 
(copfl^ered   colleflively  as  a  people)  could  pant  after,  or 
f  leek  to*  poflefs  ;  but,  political  freedom,  when  it  came  to  be 
!  compared  whh  perfonal  freedom,  funk  to  nothing,  and  tc- 
I  came  no  blefTing  at  all  in  comparifon.     To  confound  thefe 
\  two,  ferved,  therefore,  only  to  render  all  argument  on  eitb6r, 
L  i^rplexing  and  unintelligiole.     It  was  perfonal  freedom  that 
b  was  now  the  point  in^queftion.      Perfonal  freedom  muft  be 
the  firft  object  of  every  human  being,  and  it  was  a  right,  of 
which  ht  who  deprives  a  fellow- creature,  is  abfolutely  cri- 
ipinal  in  fo  depriving  him ;  and  which  he  who  withholds, 
Hfhcn  it  is  in  his  power  to  reftore,  is  no  lefs  criminal  in  with* 
holding.     Mr.  Fox  therefore  declared,  that,  though  he  pro- 
£;fled  great  regard  for  art  honourable  friend  who  had  com* 
j>laiiied  of  his  words,  and  for  a  noble  Lord  who  fat  near  him 
^ord  John  Ruflel)  yet  unlcfs  they  endeavoured,  zealoufly' 
•ind  fincerely,  ^  put  an  end  to  fo  horrid  a  violation  of  per- 
l  {bnal  freedom,  as  the  African  flave-trade  moft  undoubted!}' 
I    was,  however  it  might  hurt  thofe  for  whom  he  felt  an  affec- 
tion and  refpe6l,  yet  he  could  not  fo  far  compliment  them  as 
-   to  retrafl  his  words,  or  to  neg!e£V  fpeaking  in  the  manner 
I    which  his  duty  required,  upon  a  fubjedl  fo  ferious  as  the  pre* 
!'  fent. 

The  Houfe  being  now  apprized  of  t!ie  nature  of  this  trade, 
I  baving  received  evidence,  having  had  the  fafts  undeniably 
eftablifhed,  knowing,  in  fliort,  what  the  flave  trade  was,  he 
declared,  that  if  they  did  not,  by  the  vote  of  that  night, 
mark  to  all  mankind  their  abhorrence  of  a  pra£tice  fo  enor- 
*  inous,  fo  favage,  fo  repugnant  to  all  laws,  human  and  di- 
vine, it  would  be  more  fcandalous,  and  more  defaming,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  country,  and  of  the  world,  than  any  vote 
which  any  Houfe  of  Commons  had  ever  giv^n.  He  defired 
them  (erioufly  to  refleS,  before  they  gave  their  votes,  what 
they  were  about  to  do  that  evening.  If  they  voted  that  the 
flave  trade  (hould  not  be  aboliflied,  they  would,  by  their* 
vote  that  night,  give  a  parliamentary  fan<Slion  to  rapine,  rob- 
bery, and  murder;  for  a  fyftem  of  rapine,  robbery,  and 
niurder,  the  flave  trade  had  now  mofl  clearly  been  proved 
to  be. 

Every  gentleman  who  had  perufed  the  examination  of  the 
witneffes,  upon  the  table,  mufi  acknowledge,  that  he  had  not 
tifcd  one  word  too  flrong.  He  had  read  the  Privy  Council's 
Report  fonje  time  ago ;  but  owned  that  it  was  but  lately 
that  he  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  evidence  fince  taken 
before  the  Seleft  Cemmittee ;  and  he  regretted  that  he  had 
not  done  it  fooner ;  for  the  fafts  he  there  found  were  fuch  as 
Vol.  XXIX.  Qq  proved^ 
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proved  the  abfolute  neceffity^  on  every  confideration  of  mo- . 
rality  and  juftice,  of  putting  an  end  to  a  practice,  fo  pregnant 
with  circumftances  of  terror  and  alarm  to  this  coCintry..' 

That  the  pretence  of  danger  to  our  Weft-'India  iltanjs^ 

the  abolition,  was  totally  unfounded,  the  fpeech  of  the  ho- 

^noarable  gentleman  who  ihtroduced  the  fnotion  liad  fallr 

Convinced  him ;  but,  if  it  had  not,  the  fpeech  of  the  right  ho* 

nourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  which  he  had, 

,  ^  in  fo  maflerly  a  manner,  efiabiifhed  that  point,  mufl  hare 

fiven  him  complete  fatisfafiion.    If  there  was  any  thing  for 
im  at  all  to  find  fault  with,  in  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man^s  fpeech,  he  ftiould  fay,  that  it  could  only  be  his  dwell- 
ing fo  much  on  that  part  of  the  fubje6^,  and  heflowing  fo 
'  Qiuch  eloquence  and  ability  on  it;  fo  as  to  give  an  air  of 

more  importance  to  the  pretexts  of  the  other  fide,  than  they 
at  all  deferved  ;  thus  drawing  the  Committee's  attention 
from  the  juftice  of  the  queftion,  which  was  a  thing  of  infi- 
nitely greater  magnitude 

It  had  been  fhown,  on  a  comparifon  of  the  deaths  and 
births  in  Jamaica,  that  there  was  not  now  an^  decreafe;  but 
if  there  had  been,  it  would  have  made  no  difference  in  his 
condufi  on  the  fubjefl  :  for  had  the  mortality  been  ever  fo 
great,  he  fhould  have  afcribed  it  entirely  to  the  fyftem  of  im- 
porting negroes,  inllead  of  encouraging  the  breed.  If  any 
man  were  to  tell  him  of  a  bountry  in  which,  though  horfcS' 
were  ufed,  yet  very  few  were  bred,  this  would  not  induct 
him  to  fuppofe,  there  was  any  unfriendlinefs,  in  the  climate 
of  that  country,  to  the  natural  propagation  of  horfes,  but 
merely  to  its  being  found  or  thought  cheaper  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, to  buy  horfes  than  to  breed  them*  It  was  not  his 
fault,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  degrading 
ueceflity  of  fpcaking  of  human  beings,  as  if  they  wert 
horfes. 

But  what  he  urged  in  the  cafe  of  horfes,  was  evidently  the 
cafe  with  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  climate  was  de- 
clared to  be  remarkably  congenial  to  them,  and  to  be  juft 
like  their  own.  This  had  been  aflually  pleaded  (with  a  dif- 
ferent view  indeed)  in  favour  of  the  flave  trade— then  why 
Ihould  they  not  breed  ?  It  was  merely  becaufe  the  Weft-In- 
dia planters  thought  it  more  convenient,  more  agreeable  to 
them,  or  more  cheap,  to  buy  them  fit  for  work  than  to  breed 
them — it  was  hecaufe  the  planters  did  not  chufe  to  treat  thenv 
with  that  attention  and  humanity  which  would  enf&re  their 
breeding.  What  then  was  the  purpofe  for  which  this  ac- 
curled  and  horrid  trade  in  human  creatures  was  defired  to  be 
kept  up  ?  Tlie  purpofe  was  this— in  order  to  give  the  plan- 
.  tors  the  opportunity  of  deftroying  th^  negroes  on  their 
Inflates,  as  faft  as  they  pleafed.    The  plea  on  which  the  flav« 
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trade  to  Africa  was  to  be  kept  up  (if  the  mortality  in  the 
-  iflands  was  the  plea)  could  only  be  in  order  to  indulge  the 
planters  in  the  liberty  of  mifuiing  their  ilaves,  fo  as  to  check 
propagation;  for  it  was  from  ill  ufage  only  that,  in  a  climate 
io  natural  to  them  and  fo  favourable,  their  numbers  could 
ever-diminifli.  Mr.  Fox  ftated,  therefore,  that  if  the  mortal 
lity  in  the  Weft  Indies,  were  ten  times  greater  than  it  was, 
this  would  only  be  a  ten  times  ftronger  reafon  for  forbidding 
the  importation  of  flaves.  It  would  only  argue  ten  times 
more  ill  ufage  than  now  prevailed,  and  Parliament  would  be 
A  much  the  more  loudly  called  upon  to  put  an  end  to  a  fyf* 
tem  fo  deftrudive  of  human  life. 

'  The  very  ground,  therefore,  on  which  the  planters  refted 
the  neceffity  of  frefli  importations,  namely,  the  deftrudlioit 
of  lives  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  itfelf  the  ftrongeft  reafon  that 
could  poffibly  be  given,  for  the  abolition  of  ^he  trade,  and, 
the  more  ftrongly  they  chofe  to  urge,  the  more  ftrongly 
fliould  he  argue  from  it  thAieceffity  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
and  the  ferious  need  there  was  of  a  parliamentary  interfer-  ' 

ence.  He  obferved  alfo,  that,  if  any  thing  could  aggravate 
the  national  guilt  of  the  flave  trade  on  the  coaft  of  j^ica,  it 
was  this  fame  dreadful  argument  of  its  being  neceflary  ia  or- 
der to  replace  the  lives  deftroyed  by  our  inhuman  fyftem  of 
treatiag  them  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Fox  next  adverted   to   fome  inftances  of  crudty 
fprhich  had  been  mentioned,  and  which  appeared  in  adiual  evi- 
dence.   He  thought  that  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Smith)  who  had  fpoken  with  much  found  argument  and 
manly  fenfe,  had  done  well  to*introduce  thofe  ftories,  which 
had  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the  Houfe,  that  they  could 
fcarcely  bear  to  be  prefent  when  fuch  horrid  tales  was  even 
related.     But  had  the  truth  of  any  one  of  them  been  contro* 
verted?  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Cawthorne)  by  war 
of  difcrediting  the  account  given  of  the  African  captain  s 
cruelty  to  the  child  ten  months  old,  could  only  fay  that  it 
mras  too  bad  too  be  true,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  :  and,  in 
order  to  difcredit  the  witnefs,  had  bid  you  look  to  his  crofs 
examination.    The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  had  de- 
iclined  turning  to  the  crofs  examination,  the  whole  of  which 
(Mr.  Fox  deft  red  the  Houfe  to  obferve)  amounted  to  this: 
that  when  prefied^  in  the  clofeft  and  ftri£left  manner,  by 
Ibme  able  perfons  of  that  Houfe,  the  only  inconfiftency  they 
could  fix  upon  him,  was  a  doubt  whether  the  fa£^  had  bap^ 
pened  on  the  fame  day,  of  the  fame  month,  of  the  year  1764^ 
or  the  year  1765. 

He  obferved,  that  abfolute  power  was  not  denied  to  be  ex« 
ercifed  by  the  flave  captains,  and,  if  this  were  granted,  fuch 
pas  human  natpr^  that  he  was  perfuaded  all  the  cruelties  j^ 
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cbarged  upon  them  would  naturally  follow.  He  aUb  re« 
xnarked,  that  nothing  lefs  than  complete  arbitrary  poweri 
was  exercifed  over  the  flaves  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  fae  fpoke 
of  the  abufe  of  it,  which  there,  as  well  as  every  where  el'c^ 
xnuft  be  the  confequence.  Never  did  he  hear  of  any  charges 
■^  exhibited  againft  any  fet  of  men,  before  any  Court  or  I-cgif- 
lature,  of  fo  black  and  horrible  a  nature,  as  thofe  contained  ia 
the  evidence  now  on  the  table;  and  it  became  thofe  who  la- 
boured under  them,  to  come  forward  to  vindicate  their  cha- 
raders  to  their  country. 

Many,  in  fhort,  were  the  inftances  of  cruelty  to  which  Ais " 
tra3e  gave  rife;  it  was  a  fcene  of  fuch  iniquity  and  oppicf* 
fion,  in  every  one  of  its  flages,  that  if  the  Houfe,  with  all 
their  prefent  knowledge  of  the  circumftancc^s,  (hould  dare  to 
vote  for  its  continuance,  they  muft  have  nerves  of  which  he 
had  no  conception.  We  might  find  inftances  indeed  in  an- 
cient hiftory,  of  men'*  violating  all  the  feelings  of  Nature  in, 
fome  cafes  of  an  extraordinary  llkid.  Fathers  have  facrificrd 
their  fons  and  daughters*  or  huft)ands  their  wives ;  hut  if  we 
are  to  do  violence  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and,  in  this 
refpeft,  to  imitate  their  chara£ttfs,  we  ought  not  only  to 
have  nerves  as  ftrong  as  the  twt>  Brutufes,  but  weooghr 
alfo  to  take  care  that  we  have  a  caufe  as  good,  and  that  we 
have  motives  for  fuch  a  dereli&ion  of  our  feelings,  as  pa* 
triotic  and  public  fpirited  as  they  had. 

But  what  was  the  true  motive  ?-— this  trade  fo  contended  for, 
this  wholefale  facrifice  of  a  whole  order  and  race  of  our  fel- 
low creatures,  which,  in  violence  to  all  our  findings,  we  aTC 
aiked  to  vote  the  continuance  of?  It  was  a  traffic  for  humaa 
beings,  who  were  to  be  carried  away  by  force,  from  their 
native  country,  in  order  to  be  fubjedled  to  the  mere  will  and^j 
Caprice,  the  tyranny  and  oppreflTion  of  other  human  beings,  I 
for  their  whole  natural  lives,  they  and  their  pofterity  for  | 
ever!! 

Mr.  Fox  then  entered  into  fome  account  of  the  trad^ 
tracing  it  from  its  firfl  fcenes  in  Africa,  through  the  middle 
paftage,  to  its  conclufion.  It  was  impoffible,he  faid,  to  coa* 
fider  it  in  the  light  of  any  natural  or  ordinary  commerce. 
We  might,  if  we  pleafed,  give  it  the  name  of  a  trade  belong- 
ing to  it.  It  was  even  on  the  £.rft  view  obvious,  that-tbers 
could  not  be  a  multitude  of  human  beings,  at  all  times, 
ready  to  be  furnifhed,  in  the  way  of  fair  articles  of  com- 
merce, juft  as  our  commerce,  juft  as  our  occafion  might  re- 
quire.  The  argument  urged  by  the  right  honourable  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  head,  was  perfc6lly 
unanfwerable.  Our  demand  was  fluiSuating,  it  entirely 
ceafed  at  forae  times,  nay,  for  whole  years  together,  as  was 
the  cafe  during  the  laft  war;  fometimes  again  a  demand  for 
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flaves  was  great  and  prefSng.  How  theil  was  it  poffibH  on 
every  foddcn  call,  to  furnifh  a  fufficient  return  in  ilaves^ 
without  reforting  to  thofe  meana  of  obtaining  them  whicii 
had  been  mentioned,  and  the  very  roentioii  of  which  was 
fufficient  to  ilrike  us  with  horror  ?  H&  obferved  there  had 
been  three  means  ftated,  of  procuring  flaves;  namely,  thofe 
of  war,  trade,  and  crimes  fuppofed  to  be  committed,  each  of 
which  he  would  now  a  little  examine  the  juftice  of. 

Captives  in  war,  it  was  urged,  were  in  uncivilized  coun- 
tries commonly  doomed  to  llavery.  This,  however,  was 
ialfe  in  point  of  fad ;  and  it  was  fo  tar  from  being  the  cafe  in 
Europe,  that  it  was  become  a  cuftom  (founded  on  the  wifeft 
policy)  to  pay  the  captives  a  peculiar  refpe£t  and  civility. 
Ought  we  not  to  inculcate  the  fame  principles  in  Africa?  So 
£iir  from  it,  we  encouraged  wars  for  the  fake  of  taking,  not 
the  man's  goods  and  poileffions,  but  the  roan  himfelf,  and  .if 
was  not  the  war  that  was  the  caufe  of  the  flave  trade,  but  the 
flave  trade  that  was  the  caufeof  the  war.  The  pra^ice  wa8> 
as  appeared  in  evidence,  for  the  flave  merchants  to  carry  pre- 
fents,  confining  commonly  of  fpirits,  to  the  African  kings^ 
and  when  intoxicated  with  them,  then  it  was  that  the  royal 
pierogative  of  making  war  was  exercifed. — An  infiance  was 
mentioned  in  evidence,  of  as  African  Prince,  who,  wlien 
ibber,  had  re£fted  the  wilhes  of  tiie  flave  merchants;  but,  in 
the  moment  of  inebriety,  gave  the  word  for  war,  attacked 
the  next  village,  inhabited  by  his  own  fubje£ts,  carried  them 
all  oflT,  and  fold  them  to  the  flave  merchants. 

After  dwelling  on  the  enormity  of  the  fyfi;^m  of  making 
war  in  Africa,  which  was  one  fource  of  obtaining  flaves,  he 
came  next  to  th^  fecond  way,  of  trade.     This  he  faid  was 

E'oved,  by  the  moft  undeniable  evidence,  to  be  little  more  or 
fs  than  a  moft  fliameful  and  unreftrained  fyflem  of  kidnap* 
ping.  He  referred  the  Houfe  to  various  inftances  of  this. 
He  meiuioned  one  cafe,  when  the  agent  of  the  merchants  af« 
feded  to  ad  as  mediator  between  two  contending  parties, 
who,  if  he  might  ufe  a  pun  on  fo  melancholy  an  occaflon, 
certainly  brought  the  two  parties  together,  for  he  brought 
them  tied  bade  to  back  to  one  another,  and  hurried  them  both 
on  board  a  flave  flifp. — ^There  was  another  inflance  of  a  con- 
siderable black  flave  merchant,  who,  after  having  fold  a  girl 
whom  he  had  kidnapped,  was  prefently  after  kidnapped  and 
carried  away  himfelf:  and  when  he  aflced  the  African  captain, 
in  his  ftraoge language,  <'  What,  take  me  grand  trader  too?'' 
The  only  anfwer  was,  "Yes,  we  will  take  you,  or  her,  or 
**  any  one  elfe,  provided  any  body  will  fell  you  to  us."  And 
accordingly  both  the  trader  and  the  child  were  carried  off  to- 
pether^  to  the  Weft  Indie^s. 
b  '  ,Mr.   T   - 
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Mr.  Fox  then  Adverted  to  the  third  mode  of  obuiniiy^ 
ilaYes ;  by  crimes  coromittedy  or  fuppofed  to  he  coinmittBiw 
This  had  been  ftated  in  fuch  a  way,  that  one  would  thtotg. 
the  flave  trade  was  kept  up  by  us,  on  a  fort  of  friendly  prui^^ 
ctple,  and  as  a  necefTary  part  of  the  Police  of  that  countriv'' 
It  was  remarkable,  that  two  of  the  chief  crimes  which  prM 
duced  convidtons,  were  adultery  and  withcraft.     Was  adtdt"! 
tery  then  a  crime  which  we  need  go  to  Africa  to  4>uDiih,i^ 
Was  this  the  way  we  took  to  eftablifh  the  purity  of  our  lUHj 
tfonal  charii£ler?  Where  marriage  was  folemnly  inftitateJ^ 
a»  a  religious  rite,  as  it  was  in  this  civilifi»)  country,  hi 
Ihould  be  forry  to  fpcak  lightly  of  the  crime  of  adultery^ 
But  was  Africa  the  place  where  £ngli(bmen,  above  all  ma 
ought  to  go  in  fearch  of  adulterers  ?  Did  it  become  us  to  ol 
^ur  Saviour's  expreffion,   **  To  caft  the  firft  ftone?'*    It  was, 
a  mod  extraordinary  pilgrimage,  for  a  moil  extraordinarf^^ 
purpofe!  And  yet  this  was  one  of  the  chief  crimes  by  whicfeu 
in  that  civilized  country,  we  jufttfied  our  right  of  carryiof 
off  its  inhabitants  into  perpetual  flavery,  in  the  Weft  IndieSr 
The  next  crime  to  this  was  the  fuppofed  one  of  witchcrafu^ 
\ye,  ourfelves,  more  enlightened  than  they,  were  aware  that 
the  crime  does  not  really  exift ;  but,  inftead  of  humandj 
trying  to  difpel  their  blindaefs  and  ignorance,  we  ratbo: 
cbofe,  for  the  fake  of  the  Have  trade,  to  lend  ourielvet  to 
their  fuperftition,  and  become  the  inftruments  of  their  blind  i 
vengeance.     We  ftand  by,  (faid  Mr,  Fox)  we  bear  the  trials 
we  know  the  crime  to  be  impoffible,  and  that  the  accufed 
muft  be  innocent ;  but  we  wait,  in  patient  Clence,  for  hit 
condemnation,  and  then  we  lend  our  friendly  aid  to  the  Po« 
Jiee  of  the  country,  by  buying  the  wretched  convi£^,  with 
all  k»  family,  whom,  for  the  benefit  of  Africa,  we  carry 
away  alfo  into  perpetual  flavery. 

Having  fpoken  of  the  three  ways  of  obtaining  ilaves,  Mr. 
Fox  proceeded  to  the  manner  of  their  tranfportation.  He 
knew  not  how  to  give  the  Houfe  a  more  correal  idea  of  all 
Mhe  horrors  of  their  fituation,  when  on  board,  than  by  refer* 
ring  them  to  the  fedion  of  a  Have  (hip,  where  the  eye  might 
fee,  what  the  tongue  muft  fall  fiiort  in  defcribing.  Here  he 
enlarged  on  the  efieds  of  defpotic  power,  in  the  cafe  of  cap- 
tains of  flave  (hips,  and  on  the  ftrange  inftances  of  crneltyy 
proved  in  evidence,  to  have  been  perpetrated. 

They  had  been  thought,  bv  fome  perfons,  to  be  fo  extrava- 
gant, that  the  term  of  infanity  had  been  ufed  :  and,  indeed^ 
they  were  unaccountable,  except  on  the  principle  that  defpo- 
tic power,  by  long  ufe,  is  apt  to  produce  ads  of  cruelty,  fo 
enormous,  that  they  have  been  ^nown  frequently  to  afllime 
'  the  appearance  of  infanity.  Among  European  fovereigns^ 
indcedj  the  mild  influence  of  religion,  phuufophy,  and  the 
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DO^em  limitations  of  power,  had  rendered  a&s  of  defpotifai 
iid  cruelty,  tar  from  common ;  but,  among  the  Emperors 
{  Rome,  how  tpany  were  there  'who,  by  the  unreftrained 
lie  of  their  power,  became  fo  cruel  as  to  be  furpe<5ted  of  oc- 
afional  infauity,  juft  as  many  mailers  of  Have  (hips  had  been* 
Vho  was  there  that  ever  read,  in  the  Roman  hiftory,  the 
lAs  recorded  of  Nero,  without  fufpedting  he  was  mad? 
1^0  would  not  be  apt  to  impute  infanity  to  that  monfter  Ca- 
pxU  ?  Who  would  not  tl^nk  the  fame  of  Domitian?  Who' 
'ould  hefitate  to  pronounce  Caracalla  infane  ?  Who  could 
:herwife  account  for  the  vices  of  Commodus?  Or  who 
mid  not  doubt  that  Heliogabalus  was  out  of  his  feqfes? 
ere  were  (ix  Roman  emperors,  not  conneiSled  in  blood,  or 
r  defcent,  who  each  of  them  pofleffing  uncontrolled  power, 
d  been  fo  didinguifhed  for  cruelty,  that  nothing  fhort  of 
fanity  could  well  be  imputed  to  them.  He  then  aiked^ 
bether  the  inianity  of  the  mailers  of  ilave  ihips  might  not 
fufpeded  to  be  fomething  of  the  fame  fpecies,  ai)d  might 
f  he  accounted  for  upon  much  the  fame  principles? 
Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  the  iituation  of  the  ilavcs, 
len  brought  to  the  Weil-Indies.  It  had  been  faid  indeed^ 
kt  they  were  taken  from  a  worfe  ilate,  to  a  better.  The 
>ufe,  he  knew,  could  not  wiih  to  hear  recitals  of  cruelty^ 
r  did  he  like  to  dwell  upon  them.  It  was  their  duty  how- 
T,  in  the  preient  cafe,  to  open  their  ears  to  them,  and  th« 
mfe  (exclaimed^  Mr*  Fox)  ihall  hear  them.  An  honour- 
e  gentleman  before  him  (Mr.  Smith)  had  quoted  fomd 
hnceSf  and  he  would  now  qu<)te  two  more*  The  iiril  was 
I  French  iiland ;  but  was  declared  by  witneiles  of  unim- 
chable  credit.  A  ilave,  under  hard  ufage,  urged  by  tht 
I  impulic  of  Nature,  had  run  away,  and  attempted  to  get 
liberty*  To  prevent  his  repeating  the  offence,  the  plaA« 
fent  for  his  furgeon,  and  faid  to  him,  '^  Cut  off  this  man*c 
**  The  furgeon,  who  had  more  humanity  than  his  maf* 
refufed.  *<  You  refufe  (faid  the  planter)  then  what  jov^ 
[ine,  as  an  aA  of  friendihip  to  me^  I  will  compel  you  to 
as  an  a£i  of  duty.*  Upon  this,  the  planter  broke  the 
r  iiian^s  leg.  "  There  now,'*  faid  he  to  the  furgeon, 
3a  muft  cot  off  his  leg,  or  the  man  will  die.**  W« 
ht  conible  ourfelves,  perhaps,  that  this  was  in  a  French 
4j  but  in  the  Eneliih  there  was  no  great  difference;  and 
next  inftance  he  fhould  ftate  was  in  an  iiland  of  our  own*. 
entleman  (Mr.  Rofs,  as  appeared  in  evidence)  while  he 
walking  along,  heard  the  ihrieks  of  a  female^  iffuing 
I  a  barn  or  outhoufe;  and  as  they  were  much  too  violent 
^excited  by  any  ordinary  puniihment,  he  was  prompted 
0  near,  and  fee  what  could  be  the  mattei*  On  looking 
le  perceived  a  young  female>  tied  up  to  a  beaip  by  her 

Digitm?'#&oogIe 


3^4 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.d 


wr({s>  entirely  naked,  and  in  the  i&  df  inYoIotary  writl 
and  fwingingy  while  the  author  of  her  torture  was  ftani 
bciow  her,  with  a  liglited  torch  in  his  hand,  which  h 
plied  to  all  the  parts  ofjier  body,  as  it  approached 
What  crime  this  miferable  wretch  had  perpetrated,  he  I 
not ;  but  that  was  of  little  confequence,  as  the  human  ( 
could  not  conceive  a  crime,' in  any  degree,  warranting  fuj 
puniihment. 

By  the  manner  in  which  the  Houfe  received  this 
Mr.  Fox  obferved  to  them,  that  he  faw  the  tale  was  fo| 
rid,  that  they  could  not  liilen  to  it  without  fhrinking. 
the  Houfe  then,  faid  he,  fandion  enormities,  the  bare  ] 
of  which  is  fufficient  to  make  them  fliudder }  Let  the 
member  that  humanity  confifts  not  in  a  fqueamifli  earJ 
confift^  not  in  ftarting  or  (hrinking  at  fuch  tales  as  thefej 
in  a  difpofition  of  heart  to  relieve  mifery,  and  to  prevenC 
repetition  of  cruelty.     Humanity  appertained  rather  t« 
mind,  than  to  the  nerves ;  and  it  would  prompt  men  td 
real  and  difmcerefted  endeavours^  to  give  happinefs  to  ] 
fellow  creatures.     Here  in  England  fuch  was  our  iDdjj 
tion  at  every  aft  of  injuftice,  that  a  highwayman,  a] 
pocket,  or  even  a  pilferer,  was,  by  law,  condemned  tod( 
(b  jealous  were  we,  in  cafes  where  our  own  property! 
concerned:   but,   we   permitted  to  go  unpunifhed,  crT 
committed  in  confequence  of  the  flave  trade,  in  comp 
with  wlitch,  the  cciminal  prafVicesof  England  were  inm 
itfclf.     What  was  the  confequence  of  this?  We  unfetth 
principles  oi  /uftice,  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  we  dep 
the  Lcgillature  of  that  ftrong  influence  which  it  ougU 
derive  from  its  known  integrity,  and  from  its  uniform  I 
fiilency  of  conduft.    It  was  as  important,  therefore^  in  fa 
policy,  as  it  was  in  point  of  juftice  and  honour,  to  aboil 
trade  which  difcredited  our  morals  and  police  at  honM 
well  as  our  national  charadler  abroad.     For  what  cooMl 
think,  either  of  our  juftice  or  confiftency,  who  fhooldj 
man  that  had  picked  a  pocket  going  to  be  hanged  foi 
crime,  while  all  the  enormities  which  had  been  perj 
in  Africa,  and  all  the  other  cruelties  now  in  evidence  t 
the  Houfe,  were  known  not  only  to  pafs  ofFwith  imp 
hut  while  the  continuance  of  them  was  permitted  by  i| 
of  the  Britifli  Parliament ) 

It  was  faid,  however,  that  the  Africans  were  tefs  I 
home  than  in  the  iflands,  and  that  .we  were  therefore  jai 
in  carrying  tjiem  away ;  but  what  right  had  we  to  I 
judges  of  this,  or  to  force  upon  them  a  new  coni 
**  However  unhappy  in  your  opinion  (they  might  fay  t 
yet  we  wifli  for  the  comforts  that  furround  us,  the  focial] 
tions  of  life^  the  liberty  of  our  native,  though  uncultit 
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plains;  and  yoa  have  no  right  to  change,  nay,  even  to  bet- 
teii  ourcondition.'*  But  it  was  ridiculous  to  plead  that  we 
bettered  their  condition,  when  we  dragged  them  from  every 
jliingthat  was  dear  in  life,  and  r^uced  them  to  the  moft 
HbjeSt  ftate  of  flavery. 

One  argument,  indeed,  had  been  ufed  by  an  honourable 
Alderman^  in  the  way  of  commercial  policy,  which,  for  s 
rubjeft  fo  grave,  was  rather  too  ridiculous.  I'he  flave  trade, 
(aid  the  honourable  Alderman,  was  neceflary,  on  account 
)fthefupport  it  gave  to  our  fiflieries,  for  that  the  New- 
boodbnd  trade  depended  on  the  Haves,  forthecopfumption^ 
>f  a  raft  (Quantity  of  refufe  iifh,  for  which  there  would  other- .  ^ 
rife  be  no  vent.  What  was  this  but  to  fay,  that  the  flave 
tade  muft  be  kept  up,  with  all  its  enormities,  in  order  that 
bere  might  be  perfons  to  eat  up  the  refufe  fifli  which  was  too 
Nid  for  any  body  elfe  to  eat ! ! 

It  had  been  faid,  that  England  ought  not  to  abolifh  the 
rade^  unlefs  France,  Spain,  and  Holland  would  alfo  give  it 
ip.  But  if  it  was  a  trade  founded  in-  violence  and  injuftice^ 
ireat  Britain  ought  to  wafii  her  hands  of  it  at  any  rate ;  nor 
ras  the  praAice  of  other  countries  any  thing  at  all  to  the 
^ftion.  It  was  as  if  a  perfon  addicted  to  felony,  but  now 
{Pnicious  of  his  paft  guilt,  fliould  fay,  *^  There  is  a  man  now 
f  whom  I  have  an  opportunity  of  robbing  on  the  highway; 
^  J  am  extremely  forry  \o  do  it,  for  I  am  become  fully  fen- 
'  fible  of  the  guilt,  but  I  know  that  if  I  fhould  not  rob  him, 
there  is  another  highwayman,  half  a  mile  farther  on  the 
road,  who  certainly  will,  and  thus/he  will  get  the  man's 
purfe  inftead  of  myfelf.**  Mere  gain  was  not  a  motive 
c  a  great  country  to  reft  on,  as  a  judification  of  any  mea- 
ife.  It  was  not  the  fird  purpofe  of  a  well  regulated  Go* 
»mment:  honour  was  its  fuperior,  as  much  as  juftice  was 
iperior  to  honour. 

With  regard  to  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  already  in 
ivery,  his  own  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  an  adl  of  the  ml-* 
!h  Legiflature  for  this  purpofe,  was  a  reafon  for  not  enter- 
g  into  it.  He  himfelf  did  not  think  fuch  a  meafure  could 
fuddenly  ventured  upon;  and  though  every  man  had  a 
{ht  t#  freedom,  yet  it  (hould  be  obferved,  that  men  inured 
flavery  all  their  lives,  felt  certainly  lefs  degraded  by  it  than 
ofe  who  were  born  to  independence.  It  might  be  dange- 
ns  to  give  freedom  at  once  to  a  man  ufed  to  flavery,  on  the 
lie  ground  as,  in  the  cafe  of  a  man  who  had  never  feen  day^ 
[lit,  there  might  be  danger  of  blinding  him,  if  you  were  to 

Cfe'hiin  all  at  once  to  the  glare  of  the  fun. 
T.  Fox  condemned  the  arrogance  of  the  notion,  that  all 
t  inhabitants  of  Africa  had  minds  inferior  to  outfelves.-* 
knr  did  we  know  that  fuch  was  the  cafe  ?  Why  might  there 
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liot  ht  rnen  in  Africa,  of  a&  fine  feelings  as  ot]rfeWes»  of  as 
enlarged  under(landings»  and  as  manly  in  their  minds  as  anj' 
of  US  ?  He  tfien  mentioned  the  cafe  of  an  African  Capt^ 
vfho  heard  in  the  night  fome  violent  groanihgs^  which  \m 
caufed  a  diflurbance  in  his  fhip.  There  was  among  his  flavCi^ 
one  pcrfon  of  very  confiderable  confcquence,  a  man  otaoif. 
high  in  military  ftatton,  with  a  mind  not  infenfible  to  iSm 
eminence  of  his  nrnk,  who  having  been  taken  captive  ^ 
battle,  was  fold  to  tlie  ftave  ihips^  and  laid'  promifcaoaflf 
Mrith  the  reft.  Happening  in  the  night  to  obtain  room  ta 
ftretch  his  we:iry  limbs,  at  rather  more  cafe  than.ufual^  hi 
had  fallen  faft  afleep,  and  he  dt'eamt  that  he  was  in  hi?  owi 
Country,  h'rg^i  in  honour  and  in  conrmund,  carefled  by  Hk 
family  and  bis  friends,  waited  on  by  hisdomeftits,  and  firf 
rounded  with  all  his  former  comforts  in  Kfe ;  when,  awakinfl 
fomewhat  fuddenly,  he  found*  himfelffaftened  down  in  tiri 
hold  of  a  flave  ihip,  and  was  heard  to  burft  iiit!oloud  groans 
and  lamentations  on  the  miferable  contraft  of  his  prefeni 
ftate,  mixed  with  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjefis,  and  fubjefiei 
to  the  infolence  of  wretches,  a'thoufofnd  times  lower  thifi 
himfclf,  in  every  kind  of  endowment.  Mr.  Fox  appealed  tA 
theHoufe,  whether  this  was  not  as  movttig  a  piflure  of  Al 
miferable  cfFefls  of  the  fla\'e  trade,  as  any  that  conld  be  in 
gined  ?  There  was  one  way,  and  it  waS  an  extremely  i 
one,  by  which  any  man  might  come  to  ajudgement  on  th 
points — let  him  make  the  cafe  his  own.  What,  faH 
ftiould  any  one  of  os,  who  are  Members  of  this  Hovfe,  iafij 
and  how  (hould  we  feel,  if  ct^ft^uered  and  carried  away,  by*| 
tribe,  as  favage  as  dor  conntrymert  on  the  coaft  of  AfriOjj 
fhew  themfelvcs  to  be?  How  fhould  we  brook  the  famein^i 
dignities,  or  bear  the  fame  treatment  ourfelves,  which  ^ 
do  not  fcruple  to  infli<Sl  on  them  ?  Having  made  this  appedt 
to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  obfervw 
that  great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  countendnce  that  Wlj 
given  to  flavery  by  the  Chriftian  religion.  Sb  far  wa>tM 
from  being  true,  that  he  thought  one  of  the  moft  fpleiiM 
triumphs  of  Chriftianity  wa<?,  its  having  caufed  flavery  tflj 
be  fo  generally  al>olifhed,  as  f'^on  as  ever  it  appeared  mtte 
world.  One  obvious  ground  on  which  it  did  tl;is,  was  bf 
teaching  us,  That  in  the  fight  of  Heaven,  all  mankiiidatt 
equal.  The  fame  efFeft  might  be  expefted  alfo  from  the  gp* 
neral  principles  which  it  taught*.  Its  powerful  influence 
appeared  to  have  done  more  in  this  refpefl,  than  all  the  ao*| 
cient  fyfteros  of  philofophy ;  though  even  in  them,  in  point 
of  theory,  we  might  trace  great  liberality  and  confideratioli; 
for  human  rights.  Where  could  be  found  finer  fentimcntii 
ofliberrv,  than  in  the  works  of  DtmoftficYies  and  Cicenrfj 
Wliere  fliould  we  meet  with  more  bold  affcrtiona.rf  the  right* 
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of  maaklnd,  and  the  dignity  of  human  nature*  .than  in-  the 

Jitfiorians  Tacitus  and  Thucydides  ?  It  was  remarkable,  h^ovy^ 

leyeo  that  thefe  great  men  kept  daves  in  th«ir  houfes,  and 

Mrmitted  a  whole  prdcr  of  flaves  to   exift  in  their  country. 

I've  knew,  indeed,  that,  what  he  had  been  afcribing  toChrif- 

jdiaiittj,  fome  imputed  to  the  advances  which  philofophy  had 

|,^iade.    Each  of  the  two  parties  took  the  merit  to  itfelf;  tlie 

|;£%ine  gave  it  to   reJigion,    the  philofopher  to  philofophy.  v 

[•Me  Aould  not  difpute  with  either  of  them;  ()ut  as  both  co- 

[:;Kted  the  praife,    why  fhould  they  not  emulate  each  other* 

IJq  promoting  this  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  human 

Mr.  Fox,  having  drawn  his  argument,  on  the  general  quef- 
,  to  a  conclufion,    wiJhed,  he  faid,  to  give  an  anfwer 
an  honourable  Baroret  over  the  way  (Sir  Archibald  £d- 
idflone)  who  had  a&ed,  what  was  meant  to  be  done  by 
honourable  Mover,  if  the  prefent  queftion   for  leave  tp 
.bring  in  a  bill  fhould  be  carried  r  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  con- 
mved  the  intention  of  the  honourable  Mover,  undoubtedly 
[«as,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  abolifhing  the  flave  trade  imme- 
r^tely;  but  that,  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  made  it  neceflary 
^t  the  time  fhould  be  left   in  blank,    and  that  the   blanK  . 
i9&*^ht  be  filled  up,  by  naming  any  period  of  one,  two,  three, 
^ four  years,  as  the  Houfe  might  think  expedient;    fo  that 
j^tiiere  was  no  reafon  why  the  honourable  Baronet,  or  any 
other  gentleman,  who  ohjefled  to  (b  immediate  an  abolition, 
L&oald  not,  in  this  inftance,  vote  with  him.     Mr.  Fox  paid 
[.iccDe  compliments  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  intro- 
I  duced   the  motion,   faying,   that   he  had  fully  intended  to 
I  make  a  motion,  for  l«ave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  the  fame  na- 
I  tnre;  but  that  he  was  extremely  happy  it  had  fallen  into  bet- 
ter hands.     He  declared,  that  the  whole  country,  and  indeed, 
the  whole  civilized  world,  mufl  rejoice,  that  fuch  a  bill  had 
r  been  moved  for,  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  humanity,  but  as 
anad  of  mere  juflice,    and  nothing  elfe:  for  he  would  pgt 
immanity  wholly  out  of  the  cafe.     He  nfked,  could  it  be  call- 
•';icd humanity  to  forbear  from  committing  murder?  £xa6IIy 
'  upon  this  ground  did  the  preieat  motion  Hand,  being  flri(5tly 
laquefiton  of  national  juflice. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  that  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  he 
Indheen  induced  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  lend  his  afliflance 
by  any  pexfonal  cor>Gderations,  and  he  afTured  the  friends  to 
the  ^^bolitjon^  that,  in  whatever  fituation  he  might  ever  be, 
^^  warmeft  c^fforts  fhould  be  ufed  in  promoting  the  fame 
caufe. 
The  flrangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw* 

Hu  Stanley  tgid,  that  he  came  into  the  Houfe  purpofing     Mr. 
-to  vaeagaiafl  the  abolition,  but  that  the  impreffion  made,  Stanley. 
R  r  2  botii 
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ix)th  on  his  underftanding  and  his  feelings,  was  fach  as  ho 
cculd  not  refift;  and  he  was  now  convinced,  that  the  entiro 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade  was  called  for  equally  by  found 
policy  and  juftice.  He  thought  it  right  and  fair  to  avow 
inantully  this  change  in  his  opinions,  in  confequence  of  what 
he  had  heard.  The  abolition,  he  was  fure,  could  not  h 
fail  to  be  carried :  the  arguments  for  it  were,  indeed^  irrelift* 
ibie. 
Mr.  The  honourable  Mr.  Jtyder  faid,  he  came  to   the  Houfe^ 

Ryder,  j^q^  exd£)ly  in  the  circum (lances  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fpoken,  but  very  much  undecided  on  thefub- 
jeSt;  that  he,  however,  was  (o  ftrdngly  convinced  by  the 
arguments  he  had  heard,  that  he  was  become  equally  ean 
for  the  abolition,  and  would  moft  heartily  give  his  vote  fbi 
it. 
Mr.  Mr.  Smith  (Member  for  Pontefrad)  faid,  that  he  fhouk 

Soiitb.  not  trouble  the  Houfeat  fo  late  an  hour  farther  than  to  entei 
his  proteft  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  he  pofiibly  could, 
againft  thif;  trade,  which  he  confidered  as  contrary  to  juftice, 
and  moft  difgraceful  lo  the  country. 

Sir  Wm.      Sir  fPilliam  Tiung  declared,  he  was  not  convinced  by  any 

Young,   ihii^g  that  had  pafted  at^all  to  change  his  opinion;  that  " 
thought  his  own  fide  of  the  queftion  was  the  ftde  of  true  hu- 
manity;  and  he  was  as  confcientioufly  convinced  of  it,  as  it 
w)is  poi&ble  for  any  man  to  be. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sumner  declared  himfelf  againft  the  total,  immediate^ 

Sumner,  and  unqualified  abolition,  which  he  thought  would  wound  a 
leaft  the  prejudices  of  the  Weft  Indians,  and  might  do  mil 
chief;  but  a  gradual  abolition  he  (hould  much  wifti  tofee« 

Maj.Scott.  Major  Scott  protefted  that  he  could  not  poffibly  give 
filent  vote  on  fo  momentous  a  queftion,  and  particularly  af« 
ter  what  had  been  faid  of  thofe  who  fliould  diftent  from  th( 
motion.  He  aflSrmed  that  there  was  no  Member  in  the  Houfi 
who  could  give  a  more  independent  and  honeft  vote  upon  th« 
queftion  than  himfelf.  He  had  no  fort  of  concern  either  ii 
the  African  or  Weft-India  trade,  farther  than  an  acquaintance 
with  many  very  refpefiable  Weft-India  merchants,  which 
could  not  poffibly  bias  his  judgement.  He  had  read  theevi 
dence  with  the  utrooft  care,  and  had  heard  all  that  had  been; 
faid  upon  it ;  but  in  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  the  financel 
of  this  country,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  would  bd 
a  moft  dangerous  experiment,  indeed,  to  rifque  any  one  part 
of  our  foreign  commerce.  As  far  as  regulation  could  gO| 
he  would  heartily  join,  and  was  confident  that  the  inqnirief 
pf  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had  prodocej 
inany  very  beneficial  effeSts ;  but  a  total  and  immediate  abo-^ 
lition  of  the  flave  trade  ftruck  him  as  a  very  dangeroas  ex 
periment.    Let  the  trade  be  regulated,  and  as  population  in 
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creafed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  African  trade  would  aboliOt 
itfelf. 

Mr.  Burte  obferved^  that  he  had,  for  a  longtime,  had  his  Mr.Burk^ 
mind  drawn  to  the  flave  trade ;  that  he  had  even   prepared  ••' 

fome  meafures  for  its  regulations,  conceiving  the  immediate  \v 

abolition  of  it  (though  highly  defirable)  to  be  then  hardly  a  ^' 

thing  which  could  be  hoped  for  :  but  when  he  found  the  ho- 
nourable mover  was  bringing  forward  the  prefent  queftion, 
which  he  approved  much  more  than  his  own,  he  had  burnt 
his  paper,  and  made  an  offering  of  then),  in  honour  of  the 
propofition  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  read  that  the  curious  books  were  offered  up 
and  burnt  at  the  approach  of  the  Gofpel.  He  rejoiced  at  the 
fubmiflion  to  reaf'on  and  argument  which  gentlemen,  who 
came  in  with  minds   fomewhat  prejudiced,  had  avowed  on  « 

that  day.  They  thereby  told  their  conftituents,  as  they 
ought  to  tell  them,  that  it  was  impoffihie  for  them,  if  fent 
to  hear  difcuffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  avoid  fur- 
xendering  up  their  hearts  and  judgements  to  the  caufe  in 
queftion,  however  they  might  have  been  taught  beforehand 
to  come  prejudiced  againft  it. 

Mr.  Urfli^  came  into  the  Houfe,  he  fnid,  with  an  unim- Mr.Dnik* 
paflioned  vacancy  of  head  and  heart,  but  with  all  his  might 
he  would  oppofe  the  queftion.  We  had,  by  want  of  tempe- 
rance and  of  prudent  conduft,  loft  America.  The  Houfe 
fiiould  beware  of  being  carried  away  by  the  meteors  they  had 
been  dazzled  with.  The  leaders,  it  was  true,  were  f  t  the 
abolition;  but  the  minor  orators,  the  dwarfs,  the  pigmies, 
he  trnfted,  would  this  day  carry  the  queftion  agaiiift  them. 
The  property  of  the  Weft  Indians  was  at  ftakc,  and  though 
men  might  be  generous  of  their  own  property,  they  ftiould 
not  be  fo  with  the  property  of  others. 

Lord  5*^^/^/ reprobated  the  overbearing  language  which  Lord 
bad  been  ufed  by  fome  gentlemen  towards  others  who  differed  Sheffield, 
in  opinion  from  them,  on  a  matter  of  fo  great  difficulty  and 
to  much  doubt  as  this,  and  declared  that  it  was  not  the  way 
to  convince  him.  He  protefted  againft  a  debate  in  which  he 
could  trace  nothing  like  reafon,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  down* 
right  phrenzy,  laifed  perhaps  by  the  moft  extraordinary  elo- 
|uence;  yet  he  was  fatisfted  he  could  at  any  other  time  de- 
mon ftrate  that  the  abolition,  as  propofed,  was  impra£ticable, 
ind  that  the  attempt  would  be  produdlive  of  the  greateft  mif- 
-hief.  He  denied  the  right  of  the  Britifti  Legiflature  to  pafs 
tich  a  law.  He  turned*  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
md  warned  him,  that  the  day  en  which  the  bill  ftiould  pafs 
nto  a  law,  would  be  the  worft  he  had  ever  feen*  It  would 
fzmpet  him  more  than  his  Spanifh  or  Ruffian  war,  or  a  war 

with 
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with  all  Europe,  jnaGnuch  as  a  ciWI  war  was  more  terrible 
than  all  other  wars. 
^  Mr.  Mr.  Milnes  declared,  that  he  adopted  all  thofe  expreffioat 

Milncj.   aga'nft  the  flave  trade,  which  were  thought  fo  harflibytbe 
noble  Lord;  and  infinuated  that  his  opinion  had  been  tamed  bf 
his  being  Member  for  Briftol.   He  quoted  a  pafTage  from  Lord 
Sheffield's  pamphlet,  and  mGfted,  that  the  reparation  of  fa- 
milies there  complained  of  by  the  noble  Lord,  ought  to  af- 
i^Gi  his  mind  as  a  crying  evil  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  \ 
7n  Africa,  and  that  he  ought,  on  his  own  grounds,  as  fiatfid  . 
in  his  pamphlet,  to  take  the  contrary  fide  of  the  qveftion. 
Lord         Lord  Sheffield  replied,  that  his  opinion  had  always  beea 
Sheffield,  the  fame,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  mifunderilood 
what  he  had  been  reading.     He  wiflied  the  condition  of  tbt 
negroes  in  the  Weft  [ndies  to  be  meliorated  as  mach  as  any 
man;  but  it  muft  be  done  with  juftice  and  good  fenfe,  and 
through  the  medium  of  the  Weft-India  Aflemblies^  who  aioq» 
could  carry  it  into  effe£t. 
The  Houfe  now  divided ; 

Noes  —  163 

Ayes  —  88 

Majority  againft  the  abolition    -     75 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fVednefdajy  o.Oth  Jpril^ 

No  material  debate  occurred. 

Thurfdayj  %\Jl  JfriU 

The  order  of  the  dny  having  been  read  for  the  re*cominit- 
ment  of  tlie  Quebec  Bill, 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that   as,  on  the   prefent  occafioo, 

Sheridan,  the  number  of  Members  within  the  Houfe  was  far  from  being 
confiderable,  he  trufted,  tbat  if  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  abfolutely  wifhed  that  the  principles  and  regulations  of 
the  bill  might  become  the  fubje£l  of  examination  and  difcof- 
fion,  he  would  poftpone  its  confideratlon  until  a  future  and 
more  convenient  day.  Indeed,  the  circumftance  of  his  hav- 
ing fixed  upon  this  day,  immediately  before  the  holidavs, 
when  the  «itrendance  of  the  Houfe  was  unufually  thin,  for 
the  re-ccmmitment  of  the  bill,  had  induced  feveral  Meffl* 
bers  to  believe  that  it  was  not  his  ferious  intention  of  bring- 
Siig  it  on;  and  they  bad  in  confequence  abfented  themfelves, 
though  they  would  otherwife  willing  have  been  prefent.— 
There  was  another  realbn  why  the  confideradon  of  the  bill 
fliould  be  put  off.  Tlie  right  honouidble  gentkinan  bad, 
indeed,  Jaid  information  upon  the  table,  but  be  bad  notmovtd 
that  it  fhould  be  printed  i    and  certainly  if  he  had  intended 
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that  this  infdrmatioh  flicAild  have  been  penifed,  and  conG.-/  " 
dered  bj  the  Members^  he  ought  to  have  made  the  motion. 
Mr.  Sheridan  conceived  that  it  ftiould  now  be  printed,  and 
the  Eafter  holidays  would  afford  Members  an  opportunity  of 
taking  it  into  confideration^  fo  that  they  might  be  better  pre- 
pared to  ftate  their  opinions;  There  was  ftill  another  reafon 
why  he  confidered  delay  as  neceflary,  not  only  to  the  Houfe, 
but  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  It  was  not  till  late- 
ly, he  underftood)  that  the  very  perfons  had  not  been  con« 
raited  in  this  buiinefs  who  were  moft  interefted,  and  heft  qua- 
lified to  give  information.  It  was  certainly  requifite,  in 
forming  any  new  fyftem  of  Government,  to  obtain  the  moft 
perfect  acquaintance  with  all  the  particulars  of  the  fituation 
of  thofe  who  were  to  be  governed,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  ut* 
moft  attention  to  their  opinions  with  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  regulations  which  ought  to  be  adopted.  It  might  appear 
proper  to  confult  thofe  who  were  to  be  governed,  before- 
hand, as  it  was  certainly  defirable  that  every  Government 
IhoDid  meet  the  wifhes  of  its  fubjeds.  It  was  politic,  as 
people  were  moft  fenfible  of  their  own  wants,  as  they  might 
be  fuppoied  to  be  acquainted  with  the  caufes  from  which  they 
rofe,  and  qualified  to  point  out  the  means  of  remedying 
them.  By  fomc  ftrange  negleS,  however,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  communicated  on  the  fubje^  with 
thofe  very  people  from  whom  he  was  moft  likeiy  to  have  re- 
ceived information  and  advice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  there  was  no  bill  which  Mr.  Vhtu 
had,  perhaps,  met  with  io  little  oppofition,  and  been  fo  much 
delayed.  It  had  already  gone  through  a  Committee,  hut  on 
the  motion  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  he  had  again 
confe?ited  that  it  fhould  be  re- committed,  fo  defirous  was  he 
that  every  objefiion  fliould  be  removed,  and  the  bill  fhould 
undergo  the  moft  full  and  candid  difcufTion.  He  had  yefter- 
day  put  off  the  re-commitment,  on  account  ofthe  late  debate 
of  the  former  day,  but  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  of 
bringing  it  on  this  day,  in  the  manner  which  he  thought 
beft  calculated  to  procure  a  full  attendance  of  the  Houfe.  If 
the  attendance  was  not  full,  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  he 
deemed  imputable  to  him.  At  the  fame  time,  having  alrea(]y 
confented  to  fo  much  delay,  he  felt  it  at  laft  incumbent  on 
him  to  (hew  himfelf  ferious  in  the  bufinefs,  in  order  that  he 
might  not  appear  to  trifle.  He  ftiould,  therefore,  infift  that 
the  re-commitment  ftiould  take  place  to-day.  As  to  the  in- 
formation, it  had  now  been  laid  a  long  time  upon  the  table, 
without  any  motion  having  been  made  for  its  being  printed. 
He  ftiould  wifti  to  know  what  part  of  it  had  fuggefted  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  necefBty  of  its  now  being  printed, 

or     , 
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of  produced  thofe  obje6lions  with  wUich  he  had  beea  fo  latt 
ki  coming  forward  ? 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  as  to  his  objedions  to  the 

ftheridap.  bill,  they  did  not  apply  to  any  particular  regulations  ;  they 
were  fundamental,  they  were  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  it* 
felf.  1  he  information  which  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa 
had  not  received,  he  could  net  be  ignorant  of;  it  had  beea 
offered  ;  it  was  that  of  the  agent  who  had  come  over  with  a 
petition  from  a  mod  refpe<Slable  body  of  Canada.  After  this 
bill  had  been  fo  very  long  in  agitation,  and  had  occupied  no 
lefs  than  five  or  fix  years  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  after 
it  had  been  fo  repeatedly  delayed,  it  certainly  was  a  kind  of' 
duty  to  referve  the  difcuflion  of  it  for  a  fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mf-  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  it  now  appeared  that  the 
perfon  whofe  information  lie  had  not  received,  was  Mr.  Lim^ 
burner ;  but  the  Houfe  would  recolIe£l  that  his  opinion  had 
been  defired  to  be  delivered  in  writing.  It  had  likewife  been 
printed,  but  whether  it  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  or  the 
Members  had  called  for  it,  he  could  not  tell* 
^^r-  Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  though  what  had  now  been 

Sheridao.  ftated  was  true,  yet  ftill  his  affertion  had  equal  force,  as  Mr. 
Limburner  was  not  confulted,  nor  his  opinion  called  for,  till 
the  bill  had  been  previouily  framed. 
Mr.  Mr.  Powys  thought  it  belter  that  the  re-commitment  (hoiild 

I'^wyt.    be  adjourned. 

Mr.  Pitt.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  declared,  that  ftill  if  there  was  any 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  who  fliould  fay  that  he  was  not 
ready  for  t;ie  difcuffion,  he  fliould  agree  to  put  off"  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Mr.  Huffey  wiflied  that  the  confideration  of  the  bill  might 

HuiTcy.  be  put  off",  if  fuch  delay  would  not  prove  injurious  to  the 
profperiiy  of  the  province,  or  the  intereftsof  His  Majefty's 
fervice. 

.Mr.M  A.  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  complained  that  this  bufinefs  had  very 
Ta>lor.  improperly  been  put  upon  the  footing  of  involving  the  con- 
fideration of  general  principles  of  government,  and  the  cort- 
ftitutions  of  other  countries.  Upon  tjiis  ground,  infinu- 
ations  bad  been  throwq  upon  ^^ntlemen  on  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe.  If  fuch  infmuations  fliould  again  be  attempted,  he 
fliould  confider  himfelf  entitled  to  call  to  order.  It  was  their 
bufmefs,  in  the  prefent  queftion,  to  lake  the  conftitution  of 
the  country  as  they  found  it,  and  equally  to  decline  all  ge- 
neral difcufiion  and  particular  reference,  unconne£led  with 
the  fuhjefl. 

Air.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  having  fubjeSed  himfelf  to -fome  im- 
putations, he  was  deilrous  to  follow,  rather  than  lead,  in  the 
prd'ent  bufinefs.  He  had  been  called  upon  for  a  declaration 
of  principles.     The  prefeat  queflion,  indeed^   he  confidered 
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isconneded  with  general  principles  of  government)  though 
le  did  not  fee  that  it  had  any  reference  to  opinions  of  the 
lonftitutions  of  other  countries.  He  had  talcen  occafion  fre« 
[Qcntly  to  mention  the  revolution  of  France,  and  to  exprefs 
lit  opinion  favourably  to  that  revolution.  Whether  jti 
his  inftance  he  was  right  or  wrong,  he  (hould  not  determine* 
D  bis  fpeech  on  the  Government  of  Quebec,  which  had  given 
ife  to  imputation,  he  had  made  fome  allufion,  (tliy  enough^ 
erhaps,  to  an  intention  of  giving  refuge  in  that  province 
othe  exploded  titles  of  Nobility.  Indeed,  whatever  were 
AS  opinions,  it  was  npt  difficult  to  find  them  out.  And 
ven  his  beft  friends  would  not  impute  to  him  the  virtue  of 
ny  prudence  with  regard  to  concealing  his  fentiments^  He 
DnAdered  the  opinions  of  every  pu[)lic  man  as  due  to  ths. 
ublic,  and  as  nut  to  be  witfihol Jen  from  private  confide- 
itions.  He  had  approved  likewife  of  the  confiitution  of 
Linerica,  and  indeed,  in  forming  a  Government  for  Canada, 
e  confidered  that  we  ought  to  have  regard  to  the  excellence 
f  ihat  political  fydem,  adopted  fo  immediately  in  its  neighs 
rarhood.  He  had  frankly  declared,  as  he  thought,  that 
Oder  the  pretence  of  giving  to  Canada  the  Britifii  conftitu*- 
pp,  we  in  r.ality  gave  them  a  conftitution  eflentially  diflfer 
nc,  and  by  no  m€ans  pofleiled  of  the  fame  privileges, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  rofe  to  advert  to  an  exprelGon  that  ^^' 
id  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentleman.  We  were  to  take  ^"ndas. 
leconftitution  of  this  country  as  we  found  it»  We  were 
>t  to  take  it  merely  becaufe  we  had  found  it,  but  becaufe  we 
»proved  it  in  preference  to  every  other,  and  coniidered  it  as 
e  moft  perfe<^  which  could  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ^.  Taylor  juftified  the  expreffion  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  A. 
ackftone,  which  in  point  of  law,  he  faid,  was  at  Icaft  equal  Taylor, 
that  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved  that  there  was  nothing  which  he,  could  Mr-Burfct 
nre  regret  than  any  difference  of  opinion ;  there  was  no* 
ng  which  deprelled  him  more.  How  muft  he  deplore  any 
[erence,  with  eloquence  fo  greatly  fuperior  to  his  own^ 
th  abilities  whofe  force  nothing  could  redd.  Dear,  howr 
T,  as  was  his  friend,  defirous  as  he  was  to  avoid  any  difie* 
ice,  there  was  another  objed  ftill  dearer,  of  whioh  he  was 
I  more  defirous,  the  difchargeof  his  duty.  Hi^  opinions 
I  principles  were  not  unknown,  and  whenever  the  Qccafton 
uld  again  prefent  itfelf,  he  would  not  fliun  to  declare 
fii. 

The  re*commitment  of  the  Quebec,  bill  was  adjourned  to 
day,  6th  May. 

At  HifpiJUy  remarked,   that  in  the  quedion  which  had    .Mr. 
.been  difpofed  of,  much  had  been  faid  pf  anticipation  and  Hipp^'f* 
oiocSt.     In  what  hehjid  tooiSFer.  fie  (hpuld  ftridiy  con- 
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fiQehiiDfelftoretrofpei^,  as  he  mod  ferioufly  (hrunk  from 
anticipation  on  the  fubjcA  of  our  donteft  in  India.  «SoDe 
very  important  news  bad  been  received,  and  detailed  in  tte 
pnUic  printSi   particularly  a  letter  from   Colonel  Floyd  Id 
Col.  Stuarty  giving  an  account  of  an  unifortunate  check  «r 
had  received  from  the  army  of  Tippoo  Sultan :  Mr.  Hippeflef ' 
wiflied  to  hear  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman  whom  m 
iaw  in  his  place,  and  who  was  bed  qualified  to   give  infoh 
mation  on  the  fubjed,    whether  this  intelligence,  ftated  il 
the  Morning  Chronicle,  was  authentic,    and  fuch  otJierf 
formation  as  he  might  think  confiftent  with  his  candour 
communicate.      Mr.  Hippefley  conceived  the  Houfe  m 
An&ly  entitled  to  this  communication  from  the  right  honour 
able  gentleman,  as  it  had  lately  pledged  their  conftkuenfs fil 
deeply  in  the  event  ot  the  war  in  India. 

On  Mr.  Hippefley's  fitting  down,  the  Speaker  obferfl 
that  he  was  not  in  order,    not  having  followed  what  he  I 
faid  with  any  motion. 

Mr.  Hippefley  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
have  made  any  fpecific  motion,  but  merely  to  have  dra^ 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  neceflary  infoi 
tion,  which,  he  conceived,  was  not  altogether  irregular, 
he  was  ready  to  move  for  a  continuation  of  the  correfpoi> 
dcnce  of  our  Government  in  India  with  refpeA  to  the  wa 
with  Tippoo  Sultan. 

Having  accordingly  made  fuch  amotion,  and  being  fecofrf* 
ed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  rofe,  and  exprefTed  his  hopes,  and  almoftfini 

Duadas.  belief  that  when  the  honourable  gentleman  (Hould  haven* 
coile£led  that  the  correfpondpnce  from  India  contained  focfc 
information  as  might  not  prove  altogether  proper  to  beniali 
public  at  once,  he  would  not  perfift  in  his  motion.  The  ac<^ 
counts  received  were,  certainly  not  of  the  moft  agreeabbl 
nature,  but  in  the  difpatches  there  might  be  Intermixed  witk 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  opinions  refpeding  the  future  pro* 
ceedings;  thefe  might  be  intermixed  with  the  account  si 
what  had  happened;  intimations  of  what  was  likely,  thoogb 
not  ceitain,  to  be  purfued  in  future;  and  from  this,  aoi 
other  reafons,  which  muft  be  obvious  to  the  honourable  gen* 
'  tleman,  it  was  his  duty  tooppofe  the  prefent  motion. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  contended  that  the  prefent  war  in  India  was  verf 
different  from  any  other  war  that  ever  had  happened,  and  to 
would  ftate  it  in  two  points  of  view  which  particularly  ovg^'* 
to  regulate  the  condu&  of  that  Houfe  ;  the  firft  was,  dhst 
they  had  already  com^  to  a  vote  of  approbation  of  it;  but 
this  approbation  only  went  to  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  therefore  it  remained  ftill  to  be  determined  whether 
tbey  gave  their  approbation  to  the  continuance  of  it*    I^ 
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a  war  iefs  connefted  with  the  refponfibility  of  the  executive 

Government  than  any  other  could  be,    becaufe  the  India 

i.jCooipany  was  concerned.    The  next  point  which  demaifded 

i  attention,    was  the  expence  which  nauft  neceflarily  attend 

i^is  war  in  India;  an  expence,  as  to  the  manner  of  defraying 

Luiuch,  that  Houfe  and  the  country  were  as  yet  ignorant.- 

pThe  expence  of  an  armament  or  a  war  againft  Ruffia,  they 

^jdl  knew  mufi  fall  upon  them  and  their  conftituents,    but 

^liitberto,  it  had  been  a  very  different  cafe  with  wars  in  India, 

^mi  be  wiflied  to  know  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 

^  the  bead  of  the  Indian  Board,  whether  in  the  budget  which 

;be  was  accuftomed  to  bring  forward  annually,  and  no  doubt 

would  foon  lay  before  the  Houfe,  he  meant  to  inform  them 

Jiow  the  expence  was  to  be  defrayed,  whether  India  afforded 

^jKhe  neceflary  refources,  or  any  demand  was  to  be  made  upon 

[that  Houfe  for  their  affiftance  to  continue  a  war,  which 

^.bftwever  adverfe  his  opinion  might  be  to  it,  had  already  the 

JbnSdoa  of  a  vote  to  approve  the  commencement  of  it. 

^   Qeneral  Smith  thought  that  the  Minifters  ihould  have  pub-  General 

iJBfted.  a  Gazette  upon  the  receipt  of  the  difpatches  which  they   Smith* 

^iud  received^  that  the  country  might  afcertain  the  real  flate 

^^ib&s.     All  his  acquaintance  had  come  to  him  anxious  to 

know  what  information  he  had  received ;  and  with  regard  to 

Colonel  Floyd's  letter,  which  was  in  the  Newfpapers,  it  was 

nothing  but  a  copy  from  the  Calcutta  Gazette. 

Mr.  Duiutas  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  that^the  honour*  Mr.Dun- 
ahle  gentleman  fhould  have  cenfured  Minifters  for  not  pub-     ^^* 
lifliing  a  Gazette;  they  certainly  had  not  refufed  to  do  it; 
bot  the  truth  was,  that  he  received   the  difpatches  in  the 
I   country  only  yefterday  forenoon,  and  came  to  town  immedi- 
I  .ately.     He  had   not  yet  been  able  to  go  through  them  all; 
[   but  fo  far  as  be  had  gone,  he  had  feleSed  what  he  thought 
[   moft  material  to  be  publicly  known,    and  fent  that  to  the 
\   newfpapers,  which /be  conceived  to  be  the  fpeediefl  method 
I   of  communication ;    pubiifhing  a  Gazette,  therefore,  in  his 
mind,  would  have  been  premature. 

}At».Hifpe/kyhidy  that  he  did  not  mean  at  that  time  to  Mr. 
prefs his  motion,  but  was  ready  to  withdraw  it.  He  made.Hippefley 
it  merely  on  the  Speaker's  fuggeftion  in  point  of  order,  and 
wai  pertedly  fatisfied  with  the  avowal  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  that  Colonel  Floyd's  letter 
wasthemoft  authentic  and  beft  information  which  he  could 
give  to  the  Houfe*  y 

Mr«  Dundas  named  the  loth  of  May  for  his  budget,  and 
moved* 

^^  That  the  papers  refpeAing  the  finatyres  of  the  Eaft  India 
"  Company  he  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
«  Houfe,"  which  was  agreed  to-  Digit  zed  by  L.opgl^^" 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  for  the  recefs. 

Ttutfday^  j^d  May. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  feoond  Ril- 
ing of  the  Sierra  Lecne  Bili^ 
Mr.  Mr.  Gafcoyne  begged  Teave  to  call  to  the  recolIediooofAi 

Cafcoync^  Houfe  the  circumftance-  of  his  having  prcfcnted  a  pedtkil 
fome  time  ago  from  his  con(lituent$,  praying  to  be  beard  kf 
counfei  againft  the  bil^^  and  as  the  Hoafe  would  recdktb 
alfo  prefented  two  petitions  againft  it  that  day  from  mOS  ]b» 
fpe£)ahle  bodies,  viz.  from  the  merchants  of  Londoti)  mi, 
from  the  h  frican  Company.  He  obferved  that  be  w»  «t 
ready  to  be  heard  by  counfei  againft  the  bill  in  that  fbg% 
nor  did  he  know  yet  whether  the  petitioners  woutd  feci  it  ni*^ 
ceflSiry  to  be  heard  by  counfei  at  all.  That,  he  (aid)  wodi 
depend  altogether  upon  the  fort  of  anfwer  which  bemi^ 
receive  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  intmdooit 
the  bill ;  if  that  anfwer  ihouid  uot  be  iatisfadoryi  be  floril 
hope  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  and  expeS  thdrflP 
miffioh  to  let  the  petitioners  be  then  heard  by  counfei  ob  ^ 
report.  Mr.  Gafcoyne  declared,  that  the  principal  olqeSi 
his  conftituents  and  the  other  petitioners*  had  to  the  bill il| 
that  it  tended  to  eftabliili  a  fpecies  of  monopoly.  He  4 
knowledged  that  he  had  himfelf  heard  without  door^M 
the  bill  had  no  fuch  ohjed  in  view,  but  he  would  inafcli 
words  date  the  grounds  on  which  fuch  a  fufpicion  waseMl 
tained*  ]f  the  bill  gave  the  intended  corporation  an  eidii 
(ive  right  to  the  harbour  of  Sierra  Leone,  that  would  M 
fort  of  monopoly,  againft  which  he  fhould  contend.  IfAl 
water  which  he  underftood  was  now  got  for  the  flupsfrosi 
fpring  within  the  circumference  or  trad  ofland,  of  tittf 
leagues,  which  the  Company  meant  to  have  enclofe^ 
to  he  paid  for  by  the  ftiips  who  wanted  ir,  that  he 
deem  a  monopoly;  or  if,  as  the  natives  now  bnragbt 
rice  and  commodities  down  to  the  ihips  in  Sierra "Leooe 
hour,  acrofs  the  tvtxSi  intended  to  be  inclofed,  the 
were  either  obliged  to  gocircuitoufly  round,  or  pay  for 
fing  over  the  ufual  tradl,  in  either  cafe,  he  Ihouid  oool 
'  againft  it  as  a  monopoly.  He  then  proceeded  to  flaie 
or  two  other  cafes,  making  altogether  the  general  outlitf 
the  ground  on  which  the  petitioners  would  hold  thenif ' 
bound  to  conteft  the  hill  as  a  monopoly.  He  alfo  laid, 
if  the  objeA  of  the  bill  was  to  increafe  the  trade  to  thena 
of  Africa,  that  he  conceived  could  he  effe&ed  without  a 
AS  the  trade  bad  been  long  fince  made  a  free  trade  and 
open  to  all  adventurers  who  chofe  to  enter  upon  iu 
ther  ftated  that  in  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  with  France 
fpecified  places  where  the  Englifli  might  not  trade  it 
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andconfeqnently  in  all  others  not  fo  efpecially  excepted,  we 
might  trade  without  interruption ;  Sierra  Leone,  he  faid, 
V4S  one  of  thefe;  therefore,  if  any  other  perfons  were  re- 
Vftrified  from  trading  there,  except  the  newly  intended  corii- 
'fanj,  it  would  be  an  objeSionable  monopoly.  Mr.  Gaf- 
l^oyne  concluded  with  repeating  that  if  the  honourable  gen* 
^mnan  who  brought  in  the  bill,  would  contend  that  it  was 
Isota  monopoly,  and  fupport  his  argument  by  proof,  net- 
Nber  his  cooftitaents  nor  the  other  petitioners,  he  believed, 
raid  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Thornton  in  reply  faid,  that  he  had  in  faA  given  an  an-  Mr. 
w  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  the  fubjedt  was  Thomio* 
Sfrft  agitated  within  thofe  walls.  He  could  undertake  to  fay 
himfelf)  and  be  believed  he  could  fay  the  fame  for  the 
tfAer  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  bill,  that  they  meant  not  a 
lopoly;  it  would  be  better,  however,  ifinfteadof  triift- 
to  any  aflertions,  that  he  or  any  other  individual  might 
£  on  the  fubjeQ,  the  honourable  getHleman  would  look 
the  bill  itfelf,  as  the  claufes  of  it  would  bed  fliew  what 
its  real  objeds.  The  objeSions  ftated  by  the  honour- 
gentleman,  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  went  not  againll  the 
pie  of  the  bill,  but  rather  againfta  particular  claufe, 
might  even  be  left  out  without  material  injury  to  the 
>  Fbr  his  part,  he  thought  the  claufe  a  ufeful*  and  a  pro- 
claufe^  and  as  fuch  he  fhould  be  ready  to  argue  it  at  the 
^  time  for  Tts  difcuffion.  With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
pill,  it  was  this,  viz.  that  a  number  of  gentfemen^  of  which 
l*tliere  werealready  about  one  hundred  fubfcrihers,  partly  from 
^'mU'c  fpirit  and  partly  from  a  fpirit  of  fpeculation,  had  em- 
nrked  a  portion  of  their  fortunes  in  a  commerce  for  the  na- 
taral  produce  of  Africa,  and  wifiiing  to  extend  that  trade, 
f  they  were  defirous  of  fecuringthemfelvesTrom  being  refpon- 
\  fible^ith  their  whole  fortunes  for  more  than  the  ftiare  of 
[  kfles  they  refpedively  took  upon  themf-;lves,  by  the  pro- 
:  portion  or  (heir  feveral  fubfcriptions ;  and  as  to  the  fituation 
i  in  which  the  other  traders  to  Africa  would  be  placed  by  the 
Operation  of  the  bill,  Mr,  Thornton  declared,  it  would  not 
|hefobadas  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  imagine; 
;  1«ca\jfe  all  the  length  of  traft  the  gentlemen  concerned  wiihed 
^foenclofe,  was  only  about  thirty  miles,  and  not  thirty 
1  leagues  as  had  been  erroneouily  flated.  along  one  fideofths 
I  liver  Sierra  Leone,  and  all  the  other  fide,  which  was  equal- 
ly welt  calculated  for  landing  and  (hipping  goods,  and  which 
.wd  the  fame  water  near  it,  and  every  other  cooveniency, 
•ooM  remain  perfeAly  free  for  other  traders.  Mr.  Thorn- 
^ton  £nd  the  attempt  of  the  gentlemen  to  extend  the  trade  to 
'Afirica,  appeared  to  him  to  be  not  only  warrantable,  but  laud- 
I  Ale  and  worthy  encottragement;  and  unlefs  it  was  meant 

Digitized  by  UjftOQ IC 


3i8  PARLIAMENTARY  A-ijgi 

that  no  trade  but  the  (lave  trade  (hould  be  carried  on  wU 
Africa  to  any  extent,  he  could  not  hut  perfuade  himfelf  thif 
the  Houfe  would  fee  the  ohjedlof  the  bill  in  ijt4  true  ligti^ 
and  give  fo  laudable  an  attempt  as  tliat  of  the  geatlemen  cm 
cerned  every  neccflary  and  prope*-  encouragement. 
Mr.  Mr.  G/i/^07»^  faw  clearly,  he  faid,  that  i here  were  beCma 

Gafooyne.  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  hill,  and  the  petitioners  off 
tain  points  on  which  they  were  likely  to  diifl^r;  one  of 
was,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  tra^  propofed  to  be  enci 
was  at  prefent  in  poilefllon  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain; 
fhould  hope,  therefore,  that  the  petitioners  might  be 
ted  to  be  heard  on  the  report. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time  and  committed  for 
next  day. 

General  Smith  moved,  that  Lord  Cornwallis's  cotnmii 
as  Governor  General  in  India,  might  be  read.     The 
having  been  read  accordingly, 
Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  ohferved,  that  3l%  thefubjeS  was  of 

Dundat.  importance,  and  required  confideration  before  lie 
whether  he  could  agree  or  rouft  differ  with  the 
Genera],  if  the  honourable  General  would  confent  to 
ofi'till  the  next  day,  he  would  prepare  hirofelfeitlier  to^M 
with  the  motion,  or  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  difiecing  £e| 
it,  (houid  the  latter  appear  to  him  to  be  his  duty. 

General       General  SmHh  faid,  he  had  no  objeA  in  riew  but  thepdl^ 

Smith,     lie  goody  and  therefore,  as  it  was  more  advifeable  that  ' 
executive  Government  of  the  country  fhould  take  the 
in  the  bufinefs,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objeAion   to 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  requeft. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Wednefdoj^   ^h  May. 
No  material  debate  occurred. 

TTbur/d^  StbAfay. 
Nothing  material. 

Friday^  6thAfaj» 

The  Houfe  refotved  itfelf  into  aCommitteeon  theQoebeC 
BUI,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

When  the  Chairman- pat  the  quefiion,  that  the  clanfesof 
the  hill  he  read  paragraph  hy  paragraph, 
Mr.Berke  ^^*  Surke  faid,.  it  might  be  a  queftion  whether  theChab*- 
man  (hould  be  diroQed  to  leave  the  chair,  or  whether  the  Vi 
ilioufd  be  debated  claufe  by  cbufe.  He  ihoutd,  tfaefefinfl 
fpeak  to  the  general  principle.  The  Houfe,  by  tlie  bi!l»«il 
going  to  do  a  high  and  important  aA;  to  appoint  aLq;i% 
ture  for  a  diftant  people^  and  to  a||r^^^  legal  authority^ 
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tfelfy  to  exercife  this  high  power.  The  firft  conGderation 
hen  was,  the  competency  or  incompetency  of  the  Houfe  to 
lo  fuch  an  aS  ;  for  if  it  was  not  competent,  the  beneficence 
)f  the  intention,  or  the  goodnefs  of  the  conftitution  they 
fere  about  to  give,  would  avail  nothing.  A  body  of  rights, 
ommonly  called  the  rights  of  man,  imported  from  a  neigh* 
ouring  country,  was  lately  fet  up  by  fome  perfons  in  this, 
s  paramount  to  all  other  rights.  This  new  code  was— 
'  1  har  all  men  are  by  nature  free,  equal  in  refpedl  of  rights, 
and  continue  fo  in  fociety  **  If  this  code  were  admitted, 
*ien  the  power  of  the  Houfe  could  extend  no  farther  than  to 
;ill  together  all  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  recommend 

9  them  the  free  choice  of  aconftitution  for  tbemfelves.^- 
)n  what  then  was  this  Houfe  to  found  its  competence  ? 
*here  was  another  code  on  which  men  in  all  ages  had  aded, 
is^the  Law  of  Nations,  and  on  this  cod»>he  thought  the 
Dropetence  of  the  Houfe  muft  reft.  This  country  had  tc- 
iiired  the  power  of  legiflating  for  Canada  by  right  of  con- 
iieft;  and  in  virtue  of  that  right,  all  the  rights  and  duties 
fthe  old  Government  had  devolved  on  us.  Jn  the  fecond 
lace,  came  the  right  by  the  ceilion  cf  the  old  Government ; 
id  m  the  third,  the  right  of  poflefiion,  which  we  bad  held 
»r  about  thirty  years.  All  thefe,  according  to  the  law  of 
itions,  enabled  us  to  legiflate  for  the  people  of  Canada^ 
mnd  us  to  afford  rhem  an  equitable  government,  and  them 
»all^iance.     Setting  afide  then  the  dodrine  of  the  rights 

men,  which  was  never  preached  any  where  without  mtf* 
licf,  the  Houfe  was  bound  to  give  to  the  people  of  Canada 
e  beft  government  that  their  local  fituation  and  their  con* 
idion  with  this  country  would  admit.  How  was  this  to 
'■  done  i  He  could  not  refer  to  the  experience  of  old  go* 
imments,  for  that  was  exploded  by  the  academies  of  Paris 
d  the  clubs  of  London,  who  faw  too  much  by  the  light  of 
eir  new  lantern  to  have  recourfe  to  any  other.  The  gieat 
amples  to  be  confidered,  werethexonllituVionsof  America^ 

France^  and  of  Great  Britain.  To  that  of  America  great 
tentioo,  no  doubt,  was  due,  becaufe  it  was  of  importance 
at  the  people  of  Canada  ihould  have  nothing  to  envy  in 
f  conftitution  of  a  country  fo  near  to  their  own*  Situatioa 
d  circunoAances  were  firft  to  be  confidered— New  mibi  res 
f  retus  me  Jubm'tttere  conor.  They  were  not  to  imitate  the 
^mples  of  countries  that  bad  difregarded  circumftances^ 
'n  afunder  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  even  the  ties  of  nature, 
the  local  fituation,  was  there  any  thing  to  give  a  prefer 
ice  to  the  American  conftitution,  or  in  the  habits  of  the 
»ple  ?  Part  of  the  province  was  inhabited  chiefly  by  perfons 

10  bad  migrated  from  th^ United  States.  Thefe  men  had 
1  from  the  bleffings  of  American  goveramentj  and  there 

was 
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was  no  danger  of  their  going  back.  There  might  be  gnaj 
caufes  of  emigration  not  conne<Sed  with  Government,  fochai 
a  more  fertile  foil,  or  more  genial  climate ;  but  tbey  hadfcr^ 
Taken  all  the  advantages  of  a  more  fertile  foil,  and  mw 
fouthern  latitude^  for  che  bleak  and  barren  regions  ofCwk 
Tiiere  was  no  danger  of  their  being  fo  much  {hocked  byik 
introdu6lion  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  as  to  return.  Tk 
people  of  Ameri<  a  had,  he  believedf  formed  a  conftitutioD ai 
well  adapted  to  their  circumftances  as  they  couldt  H 
compared  with  the  French,  they  had  a  certain  quantity rf 
phlegm  of  old  £ngli(h  good  nature,  that  fitted  them  b«tff 
for  a  republican  Government.  They  had  alfo  a  republicffl 
education :  their  former  internal  Government  was  republican 
and  the  principles  and  vices  of  it  were  retrained  by  thelwfr 
ficence  of  an  over- ruling  Monarchy  in  this  country.  Tte 
formation  of  their  conftitution  was  preceded  by  a  long  wa% 
in  tlie  courfe  of  which,  by  military  difcipline,  they  Icainrf 
order,  fubmiflion  to  command,  and  a  regard  for  great  en* 
They  learned  what,  if  it  was  allowable  m  fo  enlightenala^ 
age  as  the  prefent  to  allud'?  to  antiquity,  a  King  of  Spaitt-. 
had  faid  was  the  great  wifdom  to  be  learned  in  bis  country**" 
to  command  and  to  obey.  They  were  trained  to  go?ew 
ro^nt  by  war,  not  by  plots,  murders,  and  aflailinations.  h 
^  the  next  place,  they  had  not  the  materials  of  monarcbycr 
ariftocracy  among  them.  They  did  nor,  however,  fa  ^. 
the  abfurdity  that  the  nation  (hould  govern  the  nation;** 
Prince  Prettyman  fliould  govern  Prince  Prettyman ;  fc<i 
formed  their  government,  as  near  as  they  could,  acconfi^' 
to  the  model  of  the  Britifli  conftitution.  Yet  he  did  ««-: 
fay,  give  this  conftitution  to  a  Brit i(h  colony,  becaufeifiB. 
initation  of  the  Britifti  conftitution  was  fo  good,  wliyMti 
give  them  the  thing  itfelf;  as  he  who  profeiTed  tofinglib* 
nightingale,  was  told  by  the  perfon  to  whom  he  oflfered  ■ 
talents,  that  he  could  hear  the  nightingale  herfelf.  H«n>i 
he  thought  the  greater  number  of  inhabitants  of  that  dcfaip*^ 
tion,  would  have  no  objeflion  to  the  Briti(h  conftitotioi{ 
and  the  Britifti  inhabitants  were  probably  not  fomacha)^ 
rupted  by  the  clubs  of  London,  and  the  academies  of  P** 
as  to  think  anv  form  of  government  preferable  to  anoWo^ 
The  ancieiu  Canadians  were  next  to  be  conftdered,  andbri^ 
the  molt  numerous,  they  were  entitled  to  the  greaicft  attar 
tion.  Were  we  to  give  them  the  French  conftitotioo-< 
conftitution  founded  on  principles  diametrically  oppofite* 
to  ours,  that  could  not  affimilate  with  it  in  a  fingle  poifltf 
as  different  from  it  as  wifdom  from  folly,  as  vice  from  viftift 
as  the  m6ft  oppofite  extremes  in  nature — a  conftitution  fo«"H 
edon  what  was  called  the  rights  of  man  ?  But  let  this  ^4 
ftitulion  be  examined  by   its  praftical  efi«<3s  in  the  ^^^\ 
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Weft-India  colonies*  Thefe,  notwithftanding  three  dif- 
aftruus  wars,  were  moft  happy  and  flourilliing  till  they 
heard  of  the  rights  of  men.  As  foon  as  this  fyftem  arrived 
among  themy  Pandora's  box,  replete  with  every  rooital 
evil,  fcemed  to  fly  open  ;  hell  itfelf  to  yawn,  and  ev^y 
daemon  of  mifchief  to  overfpread  the  face  of  the  earth,  filacktf 
rofe  againft  whites,  whites  againft  blacks,  and  each  againft 
ime  another  in  murderous  hodility ;  fubordination  was  de- 
flroycd,  the  bonds  of  fociety  torn  afunder,  and  each  nifin 
ftemed  to  thiril  for  the  blood  of  his^oeighhour; 

**  Black  fpirits  and  white, 

«  Blue  fpirits  and  gray, 

**  Mingle,  mingle,  mingle." 

•All  was  toil  and  trouble,  difcord  and  blood,  from  the  moment, 
that  this  doflrine  was  promulgated  among  them  ;  and  he  ve- 
rily believed,  that  wherever  the  rights  of  men  were  preached, 
ikh  cwr  had  been   and  ever  would  be  the  confeqgences.— 
France*  who  had  generoufly  fent  them  the  precious  gift  of^ 
the  rights  of  men^  did  not  like  this  image  of  herfelf  refleSed 
in  her  child,  and  fent  out  a  body  of  troops,  well  feafoned  too 
with  the  rights  of  men,  to  reftore  order  and  obedience. 
Thefe  troops,  as  foon  as  they  arrived,  inllru<Sled  as  they 
were  in  the  principle  of  government,  felt  themfelves  bound 
to  become  parties  in  tlie  general  rebellion,  and  like  moft  of 
their  brethren  at  home,  began  ailerting  their  rights  by  cat- 
ting off  the  head  of  their  General.     Mr.  Burke  read  the  late 
accounts  from  St.  Domingo,  delivered  to  the  National  Af- 
iembly,  and  added,  that  by  way  of  equivalent  for  this  infor- 
maion,  M«  Barnave announced  the  return  of  the  Members 
of  the  late  Colonial  Afliembly  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
conAitution      1  lie  Members  of  an   Aflembly  no  longer  in 
exigence  had  bequeathed  their  return  to  the  principles  of  the 
conAitution    as  their  laft   a£l  and  deed  as  a  body,  and  this 
was  an  equivalent  for  all  the  horrors  occafioned  by  troops 
joining  in  a  rebellion  which  they  were  fent  to  quell.     Ought 
this  example  to  induce  us  to  fend  to  our  colonies  a  cargo  of 
the  rights  of  men  }  As  foon  would  he  fend  them  a  bale  of  in«- 
feded  cotton  from  Marfeilles.     If  we  had  fo  little  regard  for 
any  of  our  colonies  as  to  give  them  that,  for  th"  fake  of  ai| 
experiment,  which    we  would  not  take  to  ourfelves, —  if 
wc  were  for  fcriculum  In  cor  pore  vili,  let   us   think  how  it 
would  operate  at  home.     Let  us  coufider  the  efFei^s  of  the 
French  conditution  on  France,  a  conAitution  on  which  he 
looked  not  with  approbation  hut  with  horror,  as  involving 
every  principle  to  be  detefted,  and  pregnant  with  every  con-^ 
feqoence  to  be  dreaded  and  abominavcd,  and  the  ufe  which 
they  propofed  to  make  of  it.     They  had  told  us  thegafelves. 
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and  their  |>artizans  in  this  country,  the  Revolution  and  the 
Unitarian  SocitieS)  had  told  us,  that  they  had  erected  a  great 
monument  for  the  inftruAion  of  mankind.  This  was  cer- 
tainly done,  not  without  a  view  to  imitation*  Let  us  fee 
what  we  were  to  be  called  on  to  imitate ;  what  were  thelaA 

'  afts  of  the  contrivers  of  this  glorious  form  of  Government, 
There  were  here  no  doubts  of  the  fads,  forthey  were  related 
by  the  authors;  and  there  were  cafes  in  which  the  fiilfeftrf 
men  might*  be  believed,  namely,  when  they  gave  a  tma^ 
charafler  of  themfclves.  When  they  had  got  a  conilitutioof 
moulded  according  to  the  neweft  pattern  of  the  rights  of  man; 
when  they  had  got  a  King,  who  was  every  thing  in  name^ 
and  nothing  in  realiry,  over  whom,  as  a  State  prifoner,  thi 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  chief  jailer  of  Paris,  mounted 
guard  :  he  was  defirous  of  taking  a  iittle  frefh  air,  and  a  little- 
recreation  in  the  country,  and  they  granted  him  a  day  rule 
to  go  five  miles  fmm  Paris.     But  then  recollefiing,  as  it  it 

,  the  quality  of  the  rights  of  men  never  to  be  fecure,  that  thil 
temporary  releafe  from  imprifonment  might  afford  the  meant 
ofeibape,  they  furrounded  his  carriage,  commanded  him  tt 
flop,  and  one  of  the  grenadiers  of  his  faithful  and  loyal  holf 
guard  prefented  his  bayonet  to  the  breaft  of  the  httf 
horfe—— 
Mr.Baker  Mr.  Baker  here  called  Mr.  Burke  to  order.  He  faid  hft 
had  fat  many  years  in  Parliament,  and  no  man  entertained  t 
higher  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  abilities  of  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  than  he  did.  His  eloquence  wras  great|' 
and  his  powers,  on  many  occafions,  had  been  irrefiftibW 
His  abilities  might  enable  hint  to  involve  the  Houfe  in  i>»- 
neceflary  altercation :  this,  perhaps,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  might  do  unwittingly  for  others,  and  not  to  ferfC  - 
any  purpofeof  his  own;  he  himfelf,  perhaps,  might  be  the' 
unwilling  inftrument,  and  might  involve  the  country  itfelf 
in  a  conteft  with  another  nation  ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  fit 
^  any  longer,  without  calling  him  to  order ;  and  he  (hould  infift 

upon  every  perfon  adhering  to  tlie  queftion,  and  that  the 
Chairman  ftate  what  the  queftion  before  the  Committee  was. 
He  faid  he  had  no  obje(f)ion,  on  any  occa(ion,  when  queftions 
of  this  fort  came  properly  before  the  Houfe,  fairly  and  folly, 
openly  and  explicitly,  to  ftate  his  opinion.  He  had  calM 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  order,  merely  for  the  fake 
of  the  Houfe,  and  of  thc^  peace  of  the  country;  and  he  had 
a  right  to  fay,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  conduft 
was  inconfiftcnt  with  the  order  of  debate,  and  the  i^gularity 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  Houfe. 

The  Chairman  ftated  that  thequeftion  before  theCommit- 
•     tec  was,  whether  the  claufes  of  the  Quebec  bill  fliouW  be 
read  paiograph  by  paragraph. 
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Mr.  Fox  now  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  conceived  hi«  right  Mr.  Foi^ 
honourable  friend  could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  out  of  order* 
It  feemed  that  this  was  a  day  of  privilege,  when  any  body 
might  (land  q?,  kltSt  his  mark,  and  abufe  any  govern- 
taenc  he  pleafed,  whether  it  had  any  reference  or  not  to  th« 
point  in  qu<  ftion*  Although  no  body  had  faid  a  word  on 
!lhc  fubjcft  of  the  French  revolution,  his  right  honourable 
[{fiend  had  gotten  up  and  abufed  that  event.  He  might  have 
rtrtated  the  Gen  too  government,  or  that  of  China,  or  the 
l^overnment  of  Turkey,  or  the  laws  of  Confucius,  precifely 
ISO  the  fame  manner,  and  with  equal  appofitenefs  to  the 
;l|QeflioD  before  the  Houfe.  Every  gentleman  had  a  right 
mat  day  to  abufe  the  government  of  every  country  as  much 
IS  he  pleafedj  and  in  as  grofs  terms  as  he  thought  proper,  or 
any  government,  either  antient  or  modern,  with  his  right 
konourable  friend. 

.  Mr.  Burke  replied -that*  the  honourable  gentleman*s  con*  Mr. 
jlluiion  was  very  ill  drawn  from  his  premifes.  If  he  was  Burke, 
jliforderly  he  was  forry  for  it.  His  right  honourable  friend 
mi  alfo  accufed  him  of  abudng  governments  in  very  grofs 
Ipriiis.  He  conceived  his  right  honourable  friend  meant  to 
ilhife  him  in  unqualified  terms.  He  had  called  him  t;o  an 
tecount  for  the  decency  and  propriety  of  his  exprefflons. 
Idr.  Burke  faid  he  had  been  accufed  of  creating  diflention 
aiDDDg  nations*  He  never  thpught  the  National  Aflembly 
Was  imitated  fo  well  as  in  the  debate  then  going  on«  M. 
Cazales  could  never  utter  a  fingle  fentence  in  that  Aflcmbly 
ivkhout  a  roar. 

■ .  Mr.  M*  A.  Taylor  fpoke  to  order-     He  thought  the  dif-   Mr.  M. 
cuffionwas  carried  forward  to  no  good  purpofe.     He  faid,  A.  Tay-* 
le  revered  and  refpe<fied  the  character  of  his  friend.     They       lor* 
Citne  to  argue  the  queftion  on  the  Quebec  bill;  they  were 
'Hot  difcufling  the  Englifh  conftitution,    but   whether,    in 
|6fi,  chey  ought  to  give  the  Britifli  conftitution  to  Canada; 
w»d  if  they  ought  tq  give  it,  whether  the  prefent  bill  gave  it. 
Whenhefhould  be  permitted  to  give  his  opinion,  he  fliould 
endeavour  to  fli'ew  that  the  bill  did  not  give  our  conftitution 
to  that  country.     He   faid,  he  miift  infift  on  the  rule  of 
order.    They  were  then  difcufling  whether  it  would  be  right 
to  give  Canada  our  own  conftitution;  and   fecondly,  if  k 
wcie  right  to  give  it,  whether  that  bill  had  given  it. 

Mr.  Burke  fubmitted  to  the  Committee  whether  he  was  mj.. 
or  was  not  in  order.  The  queftion  was,  whether  the  bill  Burke. 
wa«  then  to  be  read  paragraph  by  paragraph.  It  was  in  a 
&r  way  in  reafoning  to  fee  what  experiments  had  been  made 
ioother  countries.  His  right  honourable  friend  bad  faid  that 
V>  body  had  the  Icaft  idea  of  borrowing  any  thing  of  the 
French  revolution  in  the  bill.     Mr.  Burke  alked  how  his 
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right  honourable  friend  knew  that }  For  any  thing  he  knew, 
be,  (Mr.  Barke)  mmfelf,  might  mean  to  inferribme  daofe« 
If  he  were  to  be  ftopped>  he  aiked,  why  was  it  not  in  thft 
beginning,  and  before  he  had  fully  declared  the  French  re* 
Tolution  to  be  the  work  of  iblly  and  not  of  wifdomf  It  vat 
the  work  of  vice  and  not  of  i^irtue.  If  the  Committee  would 
permit  him  to  go  on,  he  IhoulJ  endeavour  to  meet  the  moC 
captious  ideas  of  order.  He  declared  he  would  not  (vSei 
friend  nor  foe  to  come  between  his  aifertion  and  his  ar« 
gument,  and  thereby  to  make  him  a  railer.  His  honour-' 
able  friend  had  faid  that,  although'  he'  did  not  do  it  himfel^ 
be  was  probably,  though  unwittingly,  the  inftrumedt  rf 
fbme  other  people's  folly.  He  declared,  he  had  not'brougfiC 
forward  this  bufmefs  from  any  views  of  his  own.  If  thcf 
did  not  fuffer  the  affair  to  be  difcufled)  if  they  ihewed  a  re- 
luctance to  it 

Here  Mr.  St.  John  csillti  Mr.  Burke  to  order,  ftndfai^^ 
Su  John,  the  difcuflion   could  not  be  brought  forward  with  any  re^' 
gard  to  order.     He  really  afked  it  as  a  favour  of  his  righr 
Honourable  friend,  that   he   would  fix  a  day  on  which  11^ 
would   bring  on  the  difcuflion  of  the  French  conftitatieni' 
He  faid  he  knew  the  Englifh  conAitution;  he  admired  it;  W 
daily  felt  the  bleflings  of  it.     He  (hould  be  extremely  fortj" 
if  any  perfon'in  England  (hould  endeavour  tO  perfuade  anf' 
man,  or  body  of  men,  to  altejr  the  cohilitution  of  the  covff^ 
try-     If  his  right  honourable  friend  had  made  the  Frendl  [ 
revolution  the  lubjefifc  of  a  diftinS  difcuflion,  that  would  fe] 
bringing  rt  on  in  a  fair  Way.     If  his  friend  felt  the  roifchicfr 
of  the  French  conftituti-on  as  afrpHcable  to  the  Englifh  coD* 
ftitution,  let  him  appoint  a  day  for  that  difcuflion.     This  be 
requefted  of  his  right  honourable  friend  as  a  p'iarticalar  fih 
vour. 

Mr.  Martin  was  of  opinion  that  the  righf  honoorable  gea> 
tieman  (Mr.  Burke)  was  not  irregular  in  fpeaking  of  tlift 
French  cooftitution.  He  had  formerly  heard  a  right  honovp* 
able  gentleman,  fay,  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  the  fcnti- 
ments  of  public  men  on  public  meafures^  and  therefore  he 
hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be  permitted 
to  go  on. 

Mr.  Burke  in  reply  faid,  he  meant  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
Committee,  whether  or  not  he  was  in  order.  He  declared 
he  had  not  made  any  refleftion,  nor  did  he  mean  any,  on 
ai)y  one  gentleman  whatever.  He  was  as  fully  convinced  as 
he  could  be,  that  no  one  gentleman  in  that  Houfe  wantedto 
alter  the  coiiftitution  of  England.  The  reafon  why,  on  the 
firft  regular  opportunity  that  prefentcd  itfelfj  he  was  anxiOBS 
to  make  his  reflexions  on  the  fubje£l,  was,  tecaafe  it  «$  « 
matter  cff  great  public  concern,  and  occaflon.  called  for  hii 
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dbilMTations.  As  long  ss  they  held  to  the  conftitution  he 
'  fliould  think  it  his  duty  to  aft  with  them;  but  he  would  noc 
[be  the  flare  of  any  whim  that  might  arife.  On  the  contra* 
'  ry,  be  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  give  any  countenance  to 
entain  dodrines  which  were  fuppofed  to  exiit  in  ihis  country, 
and  which  wer«  intended  fundamenfally  to  fubvert  the  con* 
;  Ibtatioa.  They  ought  to  conlider  well  what  they  were 
;*>ing. 

j     Here  there  was  a  loud  call  of  Order!— Orde»! — and  Go 
1 00 ! — Go  on ! 

I     Mr  Burh  faid»  there  was  fuch  an  ethufiafm  for  order  that     ^^ 

I  k  was  not  eafy  to  go  on,  but  he  was  going  to  ftate  what  the  fiurkc. 

i  lefuk  of  the  French  conftitution  perfedled  was,  and  to  fhew 

that  we  ought  not  to  adopt  the  principles  of  It.    He  might 

!  be  aiked,  why  ftate  it,  when  no  man  meant  to  alter  the 

Znglifli  conftitution?  Why  raife  animofities,  where  none  ex- 

jRed?  And  why  endeavour  to  ftir  up  pa&ons  Where  all  was 

^viet  before?  He  confefted  a  tiling  might  be  orderly,  and 

Jet  that  It  might  be  very  improp^  r  to  difcufs  It.     Was  there 

flay  reafbn  for  doing  this,  or  did  they  think  the  country 

.was  in  danger?  He  declared  he  was  ready  to  anfwer  that 

l^ftion.     He  was  perfe<ftly  convinced  that  there  was  no 

I  immediate  danger.     He  believed  the  body  of  the  country 

i  ins  perfedly  found,  although  attempts  were  made  to  take 

i  the  conftitution  from  their  heads  by  abfurd  theories.     He 

I  imly  believed  the  Englifli  conftitution  was  enthroned  in  the 

aSedions  of  their  bofoms;  that  they  cheriftied  it  as  a  part 

'  ef'their  nature;  and  that  it  was  as  infeparable  from  Englifti- 

men,  as  their  fouls  and  their  bodies.     Some  Minifters  and 

others  had,  at  times,  apprehended  danger,  even  from  a  mi- 

dority;  and  hiftory  had  (hewn  that'  in  this  way  a  conftitu* 

tiob  had  been  overturned.    The  queftion,  he  faid,  would  be* 

wbat  had  they  to  do  with  the  French  conftitution?    They 

had  no  right  to  have  recourfe,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Na-. 

tional  Afiembly,  becaufe  the  governmentiof  this  country  had 

not  yet  recognizied  it.     If  they  had,  they  would  filence  him. 

If  the  French  levolutionifts  were  to  mind  their  own  affairs, 

and  had  (heiN^n  no  inclination  to  go  abroad  and  to  make'  pro^ 

fdytes  in  other  countries,  Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  neither 

he  for  one  fliould  have  thought,  nor  any  other  Member  of 

the  Houfe,  had  any  right  to  meddle  with  them.     If  they 

were  not  as'  much  difpofed   to  gain   profelytes  as   Lewis 

XlVth  had  been  to  make  conqueft,,  he  ftiould  have  thought 

it  very  improper  and  indifcteet  to  have  touched  on  the  fub* 

'f&*    He  would  quote  the   National   Aftembly  itfeif,  and 

a  correipondent  of  his  at  Paris,  who  had  declared  that  he 

appeared  as  the  ambaflador  of  the  whole  human  race. — 

I         ■    •  \Mr. 
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Mr,  Aq.        Mr.  Anftruther  interrdpting  Mr,   Burke,   here  fpoke  to 
ftruther.     order.     He  faid,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  tranfgrefU 
fome^hing  af  what  he  looked  upon  to  be  the  bounds  of  ordec 
in  that  Houfe.     It  was  a  rule  of  order  for  Members  to  con- 
.   fine  themfelves  to  the  queAion  in  debate.     When  he  ilated 
this^  he  begged  it  to  b^)  anderftood,  that  if  anj  mtnorit j  ia 
the   country  had   any  intensions  to  alter  the  conftitotioa^ 
there  was  no  man  more  ready  to  take  ftrong  and  deckled 
meafures  /to  check  that  minority,  and  to  crufli  that  fpirit 
then  he  (bould  be — 
Colonel        Here  Colonel  Phipps  called  Mr.  Auftruther  to  order,  aad 
Fhipps.    faid,  that  a  declaration  of  Kis  attachment  to  the  conflitutioiw 
or  of  his  gallantry  in  defence  of  it,  was  as  much  out  o£ 
order  as   the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whom   he   wa$ 
calling  to  order. 
Mr.  An-      Mr,  Anjiruther  replied,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
ftruther.  had  condefcended  to  hear  him  out,  before  he  had  called  faioi 
to  order,  he  would  have  faved  blmfelf  fome  trouble.     The 
honourable  gentleman  would  recolle<3,  that  he  had  faid  he 
had  heard  of  a  deCgn  in  this  country  to  overturn  the  confU* 
tution.     If  fuch  a  defign  really  exifted,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  ftated  it,  to  brin{ 
forward  fome  fpecific  meafure  on  th6  fubjefl.     It  was  difor* 
derly  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  thruft  that  into 
*     a  debate  on  the  Quebec  bill.     If  fuch  a  defign  really,  exifted, 
it  could  not  be  debated  on  that  day  confidently  with  regu- 
larity.   The  queftion  before  the  Committee  was,  whether 
the  bill  (houid  be  read  paragraph  by  paragraph.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  liow  did  gentlemen  know 
but  that  fomebody,  perhaps  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  himfelf,  meant  to  prppofe  fomething  of  the  French  re- 
volution in  the  bill.    Let  them  ftop  then  till  a  claofe  or 
claufes  of  that'  fort  were  propofed,  let  them'  be  filent  till 
fomething  like  the  principles  of  the  French  conftitution  ap- 
peared in  the  bill,  and  then  any  gentleman   would  have  a 
right  to  argue  the  fubjeS :  but  till  then  all  the  debate  was 
foreign  to  the  queAion.     He  fliould  fay  nothing  to  the  dan* 
ger,  how  far  it  was  proper,  how  far  It  was  decent,  how  far 
it  was  prudent,  and  how  far  it  was  wife.    Gentlemen  wece 
difcufllng  the  French  conllitution  without  any  queftion  be- 
,   fore  tliem.     The  queftion   was  the   Quebec  conftitution. 
The  principle  of  the  Quebec  bill,  if  it  had  anv  principle, 
was  fomething  like  the  Englilh  conftitution.     The  French 
conftitution,  for  any  thing  we  knew,  might  be  good  foe 
them,  and  might  be  bad  for  us.     It  was  neither  fit  nor  pru- 
dent that  that  ftiould  be  made  a  queftion  of  difcuifion  in  Par- 
liament.   If  any  intention  exifted  in  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try to  introduce  the  conftitution  of  France,  it  ihould  not  be 

confi- 
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conCdered  under  the  Quebec  bill,  but  they  fliouhl  appoint  a 
day  for  taking  the  fubjeft  into  conGderation  to  flop,  cruib, 
and*  quell  any  machination  of  that  fort,  if  any  fuch  exifted 
ill  any  minority. 

Mr.  Burke  iaid,  an  objefliqn  had  been  taken  ngainft  ar-     m^. 
guing  the  bulinefs  on  the  ground,  that  although  it  might  be    Burke« 
in  order,  yet  the  difcuflion  of  it  might   be  attended  with 
mifchievous  confequences.     If  fome  good  were  not  to  be  ob- 
tained by  it,  he  admitted,  it  might  be  cehfurable*to  argue  it, 
and  prudence  he  owned  was  a  very  ufeful  quality,  and  a  part 
of  every  man's  duty   to  his  country.     He  faid,  he  had  for- 
merly obferved,  in  the  courfe  of  this  moft  Irregular  debate, 
that  the  bo<^y  of  the  country  was  yet  untainted  with  this 
French   malady— The   Hou;e  fmiled  at  the  expreffion, -arid 
Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  there  giight  1^  fome  allufion  which 
I  might  not  be  fo  proper.     He  lioped  there  was  a  very  little 
I  minority  indeed  out  of  doors,  who  were  difafFeited  with  the 
\  Englifli  conflitution,  and  who  wifhed  to  put  the  country  out 
I  of  love  with  it,  by  endeavouring  to  fill  them  with  admira- 
tion for  another. — He  was  aiked  why  he  did  not  comcfor- 
[  ward  with  this  bufinefs  as  a  diftinft  fubjeft?    He  faid,  before 
1  he  did  that,  it  would  be  proper  firft  to  know  what  fupport 
;  he  was  likely  to  have.    He  niuft  know  how  government  ftood 
,  afFe^ied  to  the  bufinefs,  and  alfo  how  the  other  fide  of  the 
I  Hoofe  liked  it.     He  had  fat  fix  and  twenty  years  in  that 
I  Hoafe,  and  had  never  called  any  man  to  order  in  his  life. 
;  This  being  a  queftion  of  prudence,  he  tliought  it  was  the 
part  of  a  wife  man  and  good  citizen  rather  to  difcounlenance 
the  meafure,  and  to  admonifti  thofe,  who  might  entertain 
fuch  deiigns,  of  their  danger,  than  to  come  immediately  to  the 
knife.     He  knew  there  was  a  levity  natural  to  mankind; 
but  when  they  were  alarmed,  they  might  recolledl  them* 
felves,  and  correal  thofe  things  which  he  fhould  be  forry  if 
the  law  were  to  corred  for  them. 

[Here  there  was  a  loud  cry  of  *«  Chair!  Chair!*  and  of 
«  Hear f  Hear!"] 

Mr.  Auftruther  interrupted  Mr.  Burke,  and  fpoke  again 
to  order. 

Colonel  Phtpps  immediately  called  Mr.  Auflruther  to  or-   Colonel 
dcr,  conceiving  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was   Phippt. 
not  out  of  order,  in  as  much  as  l>e  had  a  right  to  it;troduce    ' 
into  the  debate  every  topic  that  was  at  all  applicable  to  the 
queftion. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  ftill  entertained  the  opinion  that  he  had  Mr.  Fo<; 
ftated  originally,  and  he  had  before  fpoken  ferioufly  and  not 
ironically.     He  thought  his  right  honourable  friend  had  a 
right  to  enter  into  the  conflitution  of  France,  becaufe  he  had 
a  right  to  enter  into  the  conflitution  of  Turkey,  or  into 
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that  of  the  Gentoo  government,  upon  juft  the  fame  piiod- 
pje.     But  it  had  been  ufual  when  perfons  had  gone  mi 
queftion,  to  ftate  which  fide  of  a  queftion  they  meant  to 
znaintaiii.     He  confefTed  he  did  not  know  to  wfaatGdeoftlie 
qqeflion  to  apply  wlmt  had  been  faid.     He  did  not  knov 
whether  his   right   honourable   friend    was  for    or  apiafi 
reading  the  claufes  paragraph  by  paragraph.     He  wtibedk^ 
would  favour  the  Committee  with  the  reakns  which  indnni 
him  to  think  the  bill  fhould  be  read  paragraph  by.paragnfi 
or  not. 
Mr. Grey.      Mr.  Grey  faid,  it  w;i$  certainly  true,  that  whenapvo* 
jnent  was  to  be  provided>  ftnflly  fpeakingi  be  onderiloBi 
that  any  Member  hud  a  right  to  f^ipport  any  form  of  p- 
vernment,  or  to  fhew  the  evil  tendeiicy  of  anoiher  fyfei 
which  had  been  recommended  by  others*     Yet  he  thoiJ|k 
his  right  honourable  friend   had  precludeil  himfetf  froaartt 
by  ftating  the  view  and  purpofe  for  winch  he  brought  far- 
ward  that  meafure.     I  '*e  had  faid  he  did  not  believe  tint 
was  a  man  in  that  Houie  who  wifbed  to  alter  the  condi^ 
tion;  and  Mr.  (irey  believed  his  right  honourable  friend i* 
perfe£lly  fincere  in  that  idea;  upon  what  graund  then,  all 
upon  what  principle  was  it  neceffary  to  go  into  the  Ft«i4 
conf^itution }  Becaufe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  kiitf 
a  design  exided  I'omewhere  to  overturn    the    fun  aoienll 
principles  of  our  conftitution.     The  right  honourable  pi* 
tlemnn  had  repe;.tedly  declared,  that  he  knew  fuch  a  lUip 
cxiiled.     Now,  if  this  was  his  ground,  Mr.  Grey  wi(WlK 
appeal  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf»  and  toil 
Committee,  wherher  that  bufmefs  ought  to  be  difcuflyfii 
the  Canada  bill ;  and  whether  that  was  a  fit  moment  for  iWfc 
a  difcuffion  ?  Jt  was  a  duty  which  that  right  honourable {•• 
tieman  owed  to  his  country,  to  difcover  that  delign;  aoli 
any  perfon  was  more  called  upon  than  another^  to  wifc  W 
the  difcuflion  fhould  be  ferioufly  taken  up,  it  wasthen^ 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitf),  who^M 
bound  to  watch  over  the  interefts  of  the  coontry,  zvi^ 
take  care  that  no   fuch  defign  fhould  be  carried  into  e&4] 
and  therefore  Mr.  Grey  hoped  that  the   right  hoawoattij 
gentleman  would  unite  with  him  in  requefling  fi is  right l»H 
«     nourable  friend  to  drop  this  bufmefs  on  the  Canal*  ' 
and  to  make  a  <Iire<Sl  charge  with  all  that  gravity  whicb 
mod   feri'  us   mode  of  form  would   allow,  for   bringiog 
with  due  folemiiity  before  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Pitt.       ^^'  Chancellor   Pitt  hoped   the  honourable   geoti 
would  not  call  on  him  to  give  him  an  anfwer  till  he  couU 
it  confiflently  with  order.     He  doubted  whether  what  m 
juil  been  delivered  by  the  honourable  gentleman  wasa  fpe^ 
in  order;  andunlefs  fome  queftion  had  been  loaved  or cM 
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made  to  fiop  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid^  he      t 
'  coald  give  00  anfwer  without  being  guilty  of  an  irregula- 
rity. 

Mr.  Grej  faid  it  was  not  his  cuftom  to  call  for  an  anfwer     Mr. 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  when  he  was  precluded     Grey« 
'from  giving  that  anfwer.     He  repeated  it,  that  if  any  mem- 
I  ber  knew  of  a  di  fign  exiiling  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of        ^ 
'the  country » it  was  the  duty  of  that  member  to  bring  it  for- 
ward ;  and  he  requefted  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
'  unite  with  h^m  in  intreating  his  right  honourable  friend  to 
put  an  end  to  a  difcuflion  which  could  not  then,  with  pro* 
Jpriety^  come  before  the  Houfe*     He  therefore  again  called 
.00  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  adopt  the  mode  of  nam- 
ing a  day  when  he  might  bring  forward  the  fubje£^  properly, 
and  have  it  regularly  difcufTed. 

I    Mr.  Sheridan  made  the  fame  application  to  the  right  ho-     Mr. 
ll^Bourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  (Mr.  Pitt).    He  wasShcridwi. 
Wremely  glad,  he  faid,  to  find  that  right  honourable  gentle* 
I  man  had  profcffed  himfelf  an  advocate  for  order. 
^    Mr.  Chancellor  jPm  called  Mr.  Sheridan  to  order.     HeMr.  Ktt, 
Submitted  it,  to  the  Committee,  whether,  when  the  queftion 
Was  with  refpeft  to  the  order  or  diforder  of  the  right  honour- 
.able  gtntleroan,  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
.  had  a  right  to  digrefs  from  that  queftion  ) 

*  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who     Mr. 

*  Wzi  out  of  order,  fpoke  to  order.     He  faid  ifthere  were  any  Sheridan. 
itfign  to  overturn  the  conftitution,  it  was  the  duty  of  that 

I  Houfe,  and  particularly  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman, 
I  ,to  endeavour  to  follow  up  the  idsa,  and  to  prepare,  in  a  fair, 
:  manly  way,  for  the  difcuftion*  f  Mr.  Sheridan  was  going  on, 
**rbcnhe  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Orde.] 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  his  duty  to  interrupt  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  whenever  he  fpoke  on  that  queftion. 
He  had  been  ftating  matters,  which  he  thought  required  a  fe- 
parate  difcuftion. 
Colonel  Phipps  called  Mr.  Sheridan  to  order.  * 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///  faid,  whenever  any  body  Conceived  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  out  of  order,  they  got 
up  and  interrupted  him.  The  only  way  to  bring  this  to  a 
point  would  be  to  move,  that  it  was  diforderly  for  him  to 
to  advert  the  French  Conftitution  in  the  prefent  debate.  He 
faid  he  himfelf  could  not  interrupt  him  uniefs  he  was  con- 
vinced he  was  out  of  order* 

Mr.  Burke  again  fubmitted  to  the  Committee,  whether  he  Mr.Burk^ 
was  orderly  or  not.     He  deftred  to  proceed  no  further,  with- 
out taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it.  When  he  fpoke  of 
adcfign  that  was  formed  in  this  country  againft  the  conftitu- 
tion, he  faid,  he  fpoke  with  all  the  simplicity  of  a  member  of  Tp 
Vol.,  XXIX.  U  a  Parlia- 
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Parliartlent.     lie  did  not  imagine  there  were  any  plots, 
he  had  'a  knowIeHgc  or  conviflion  of  them.     Mr.  B 
complained  that  hi$  f  lend  had  not  ufed  him  with  cand 
He  faid,  if  they  reluflantly  forced  him  to  take  a  regular  k 
he  ihould  certainly  do  it,   provided  thej  gave  him  a 
parliamentary  call  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Grey  laid,  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to  (brink 
any  thing  he  had  before  (hted.     He  did  not  know  he 
call  on  the  ri^lit  honouralde  gentleman  to  bring  forward  I 
meafure,  but  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  knew  of  3 
fuch  dtrfign,  it  certainly  was  his  duty  to  mention  it# 

Mr.  Burke  aflcrted  that  there  was  fuch  a  defign,  fo  far 
could  be  collt6led  from  the  conduct  of  certain  perfons  in 
country,  to  put  us  out  of  love  with  our  confticuUon. 
he  was  called  on  regul.irly,  he  (hould  certainly  make  go 
hi ;  charge. 

'  Mr.  St.  J'^hn  called  Mr.  Curke  to  order  a  fecond  time, 
faid,  he  (liould  think  it  necefTary  to  take  the  opinion  of 
Houfe  on  his  condudl. 

Mr.  BttrkeiM^  an  attempt  was  now  made^  by  one 
had  been  formerly  his  fiit-nd,  to  bring  down  upon  him 
cenfure  of  the  Houfe  ;  it  was  unfortunate,  he  f^id,  for  i 
fometimes  to  be  hunted  by  one  party,  and  fometimes  by 
ther.     He  confidered  himfelf  to  be  unfairly,  treated  by  tl 

?;entlemen  with  whorn  he  had  been  accuflomed  to  ad, 
rom  whom  he  now  received  extreme  violence.     He  Ihc 
.  he  faid,  i|  the  tumult  of  order  abated,  proceed  in  the  accc 
he  was  going  to  give  of  the  horrible  and  nefarious 
qufhces  flowing  from  the  French  idea  of  the  rightf?  of  mc 

I^rd  Sheffiild  fpoke  to  order.     Whate\er  might  be  f»d  i 
gei^tlemen  on  the  otlmr  f:de  of  the  Houfe  to  the  contr 
his  Lordfhip  declared,  he  wns  convinced  that  the  right 
nojrahle  gentleman  was  difoulerly,  and  would  move^  ***" 
dillertations  on  the  French  Conflitution,  and  to  read  a  nar 
tive  of  the  tranfa(9ions  in  France,  are  not  r<'gular  or  orde 
on  the  queftion  that  ihf  cLiufcs  of  the  Quebec  bill  be  read^ 
fecond  time,  parar;raph  bv  paragraph.'* 

Mr.  Fox  feconiled  the  morion, 

Mr.  Chanc(»l!or  PI::  w;)s  glad  of  the  motion,  as  it  redi 
the  debate  to  fonicthing  likt.  order.     He  faid,  he  confid 
tlieintroduflion  of  a  difcuiTion  on  the  French  conftitution  " 
reft  on  difcretion  and  order,  which  were  twodiftinA  ihingtl 
he  explained  their  difference,  and  faid,  for  his  own  part 
would  ufe  no  vehement  langung**,  nor  any  words  that 
give  iimhrage;  not  conceiving,  however,  that  the  right 
noural)le  gentleman  was  diforderly,  he  fliould  certainly  gH 
his  negative  to  the  motion. 
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Mr.  FoM  faid,  h6  was  fincerely  forry  to  feel  that  be  muft  Mr.  Fox. 

|>port  the  motion,  and  the  more  fo,  as  his  right  honourable 

snd  had  made  it  necefTary  by  bringing  on,  in  (b  irregular  a 

inner,  adifcuffion  of  a  matter  by  no  means  connedled  with 

( Quebec  bill,  in  a  manner  which  he  could  not  help  thinking 

remely  unfair,  but  which  he  muft  copfider  as  a  dirdSt  io- 

[ice  to  him»     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 

tit  oyer  tie  way,  with  regard  to  order  was  to  obtain  order^ 

ws  a  mode  of  order  that  wcuid  go  to  flop  every  proceed- 

of  that  Houfe,  efpecially  in  committees,     it  was  proper 

lebate  the  principle  of  a  bill  in  the  iiecond  reading  of,  it  ;^ 

referring  to  matter  that  might  be  analogous,  much  lati- 

s  would  be  required ;  the  Quebec  bill  had  bctn  read  a  fe* 

i  time,  and  was  decided*     If  gentlemen,  the  rt  fore,  when 

11  was  in  a  Committee,  would  come  do^n  and  ilate  in 

I  /peeches,  general  anfwers  to  ajl  pofTible  ohjeflions,  to 

ies  that  might  be  propofed.  but  wer.e  never  meant  to  be 

to/ed,  debates  might  he  drawn  to  ajiy  imaginable  length, 

the  buijoefs  of  the  Houfe  fufpended  at  the  pleafuie  of 

one  of  its  members.     1  he  argument  which  fome  gen- 

an  might  poffibly  move,  that  the  Chairman  leave  the 

r,  was  applicable  to  every  claufe,  and  to  every  Uage  of 

nil  in  the  Committee;  and  if  on  that  account  every  fpe- 

rf  volunteer  argument  was  to  be  held  in  order,  it  would 

spofiible  for  bufinefs  tp  proceed.     His  right  honourable 

iy  indead  of  dtrhating  the  principle  of  the  hill  in  any  ftage 

h  was  ufual,  had  Qome  down,  not  to  debate  the  claufes, 

:b  fortify  mifreprefentation^  of  what  he  had  faid  in  a 

?r  debate,  which  his  right  honourable  friend  did  not  even    ^ 

Order  and  difcretion  in  debate,  had  been  faid  to  be 
£t;  with  him,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  they  never  Ihould  be 
ite.  Where  the  diftinftion  lay  he  could  not  fee,  for  he 
'S  conceived  that  order  was  founded  on  difcretion.  He 
tot  in  the  habit  of  interrupting  any  gentleman  on  the 
of  order;  hecaufe,  unlefs  the  deviation  from  it  was 
I  indeed,  more  time  was  often  loft  by  calling  to  order, 
>y  fuffering  gentlemen  to  proceed.  But  if  he  faw  any 
ion  attempted  to  be  introduced  in  a  way  not  merely  ir- 
ir,  hot  unfair,  he  felt  himftlf  obliged  to  endeavour  tq 
^  Much  had  been  faid  on  the  prefent  occafion,  of  the 
•  of  theory  and  the  fafeiy  of  piaflice.  Novv,  what  had 
h«  condufl  of  the  gentleman  who  looked  on  theory 
jbhon encc  ?  Not  to  enter  into  a  praflicqi  difcuffion  of 
fl  claufe  by  claufe,  and  to  examine  whether  it  gave, 
C  profeiTed  to  give,  the  Britifh  con(litution  to  Canada, 
9^lng  nejglefled  to  have  done  his  duty,  and  attended  th^ 
ftage  of  debating  the  principle,  to  enter  into  a  theo- 
enquiry  of  what  the  principle  ought  to  be,  and  a  dif-  j 
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coffion  of  the  conftitution  of  another  coontry»  refpeAiv 
iHrhich  it  was  poffible  that  he  might  differ  from  turn.     IF  tw 
vere  not  manifeft  eagernefs  to  leek  a  difference  of  opiniao^"^ 
and  anxiety  to  difcover  a  caufe  of  difpute,  he  knew  not  wtatj 
was;  fince  if  they  came  to  the  claufesof  the  bill,  he  did  n*'^ 
think  there  would  be  any  difference  of  opinion,  or  at  amU 
but  a  very  trifling  one.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman*!* 
object  had  been  to  debate  the  Quebec  bill,  he  would  have  dfr-* 
bated  it  claufe  by  claufe,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  pradicT 
of  the  Houfe.     If  his  ebjeft  had  been  to  prevent  danger  ap^ 
prchended  to  the  Britilh  conftitution,  from  the  opinions  er 
any  marf,  or  any  fet  of  men,  he  would  have  given  notice  of  IT 
particular  day  for  that  particular  purpofe,  or  taken  any  othsf 
occafion  of  doing  it,  rather  than  that  on  which  his  neareft 
and  deareft  friend  had  been  grofsly  mifreprefented  and  tra«' 
duced.  That  at  leaft  was  the  courl'e  which  he  (hould  himf^ 
have  taken,  and  therefore  what  he  naturally  expeGted  ftotf 
another.     The  courfe  which  his  right  honourable  friend  hat 
chofen  to  take,  was  that  which  Teemed  to  confirm  the  infinoaF 
tion  urged  againft  him,  that  of  having  maintained  republicatt^ 
principles  as  applicable  to  the  Briti(h  conflkution,  in  a  fonoflC^ 
debate  on  the  bill.     No  fuch  argument  had  ever  been  nrffM 
by  him,  nor  any  from  which  fuch  an  inference  was  fairly  d*»] 
ducible.     On  the  French  Revolution  he  did  indeed  diffir 
from  his  right  honourable  friend.     Their  opinions,'  he  faal' 
no  fcruple  to  fay,  were  wide  as  the  poles  afunder;  but  wluk^ 
had  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that,  which  to  the  Houfe  w«; 
only  matter  of  theoretical  contemplation,  to  do  with  thedi&] 
cuffion  of  a  pradllcal  point,  on  which  no  fuch  difiereoCt 
exifted  ?  On  that  Revolution,  he  adhered  to  his  opinion,  anl 
.    never  would  retraft  onq,  fy liable  of  what  he  had  faid,     Ife 
repeated,  that  bethought  it,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  events  in  the  hiftery  of  mankind.     But  when  behai' 
on  a  former  occafion  mentioned  France,  he  had  mentionel 
the  Revolution  only,  and  not  the  conftitution;  the  htter  re* ' 
mained  to  be  improved  by  experience,  and  accommodated  to 
circuraftances.    The  arbitrary  fyftem  of  govommcnt  was 
done  away :  the  new  one  had  the  good  of  the  people  for  its 
objedi,  and  this  was  the  point  on  which  he  refted.     ThisopI*  ' 
nion,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  wiflied  the  time  might  come  to  de-  ; 
bate,  if  opinions  of  his  were  again  to  be  made  the  fubjed  of 
parliamentary  difcuflion.     He  had  no  concealment  of  bis 
opinions,  hut  if  any  thing  could  make  him  (hy  of  fuch  a  dif* 
cuftion,  it  would  be  the  fixing  a  day  to  catechize  him  refpeft- 
ing  his  political  creed,  and  refpedling  opinions  on  which  the 
Houfe  was  neither  going  to  a<^,  nor  called  upon  to  aS  at  alL 
He  had  been  thus  catechized  in  1782,  when  a  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr,  Dundas)  in  the  laft  l^age  of  the  then 
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ndtnioiftratioiif  bad  fatd,  *<  Admitting  this  admiDlf^tion  to 

I  beliady  where  are  you  to  find  a  better  i  Will  you  admit  men 

bto  power»  who  fay,  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  ii 

iiiadequate,  and  whofe  principles  would  overturn  the  coiifii- 

I  teition  f"  On  that  occadon,  he  had  foqnd  an  able  defender  ia 

:  a  right  honourable  gentlemen,  whom  he  could  not  expe£l  to 

l-tte  bis  defender  that  day  ;  but  who  had  in  17S2  demanded  in 

manly  and  energetic  tones,  ^^  if  the  Houfe  would  bear  to  be 

fold,  that  the  country  was  incapable  of  fumiftiing  an  admi* 

nifiration  more  worthy  of  truft  than  that  whofe  iiiifcondu<2 

was  adhiitted  even  by  its  advocates  r"     He  might  now  have 

looked  for  a  dfefender  to  another  quarter,  to  the  Bench  on  . 

vhich  he  fat,  and  been  as  much  difappointed.     Yet  the  cate- 

ichizer  on  that  occafion  had  foon  after  joined  another  minif- 

try,  and  fopporred  that  very  reform  of  the  reprefentation 

which  he  then  deprecated  as  more  dangerous  to  the  conftitu« 

[tion  and  the  country,  than  all  the  misfortunes  of  that  admi- 

[niflration.     Were  fie  to  dif&r  from  his  right  honourable 

friend  on  points  0/  hiilory,  on  the  conftituti'on  of  Athens  or 

of  Rome,  was  it  neceflary  that  the  difference  ihould  be  dif* 

cuflbd  in  that  Houfe?  Were  he  to  praife  the  condudt  of  the 

elder  Brutus,  and  to  fay  that  the  epcpulfion  of  the  Tarquins 

was  a  noble  and  patriotic  a£^,  would  it  thence  be  fair  to  argue 

that  he  meditated  the  eftablifhment  of  a  confpjar  government 

in  this  country  ?  Were  he  to  repeat  the  eloquent  eulogium  of 

Cicero  on  the  taking  off  of  Caefar,  would  it  thence  be  dedu- 

cible^  that  he  went  with  a  knife  about  him  for  the  purpofe  of 

killing  fome  great  man  or  otator  ?  Let  thofe  who  faid,  that  to 

admire  was  to  wifli  to  imitate,  flicw  that  there  was  fome  fimi- 

larity  of  circumflances.     It  lay  on   his  right  honourable 

friend  to  Jhew  that  this  country  was  in  the  precife  fitu- 

ation  of  France  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution,  before 

be  had  a  right  to  meet  his  argument ;  and  then  with  all  the 

obloquy  that  might  be  heaped  on  the  declaration,  he  (hould 

be  ready  to  fay,  that  the  French  Revolution  was  an  objedt  of 

imitation  for  this  country.     Inftead  of  feeking  for  differences 

of  opinion  on  topics,  happily  for  the  country,  entirely  topica 

of  fpeculations,  let  them  come  to  matter  of  fa£l,  and  of  prac* 

tial  application ;  let  them  come  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  bill 

before  them,  and  fee  whether  his  objedions  to  it  were  repub*; 

lican,  and  in  what  he  (hould  difier  from  his  right  honourable 

friend?  He  had  been  warned  by  high  and  moft  refpe£lable 

authorities,  that  minute  difcuflion  of  great  events,  without  in* 

formation,  did   no  honour  to  the  pen  that  wrote,  or  the 

tongue  that  fpoke  the  words.     If  the  Committee  (hould  decide 

that  his  right  honourable  friend  (liould  purfue  his  argument 

on  the  French  conftitution,  he  would  leave  the  Houte ;  and 

if  fome  friend  would  fend  him  word,  when  the  claufes  of  the 
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Quebec  bili  were  to  be  difcofled,  he  would  return  and  debate 
thecD.  And  when  he  faid  this,  he  faid  it  from  no  unwilling- 
ners  to  lifteit  to  hi$  right  honourable  friend ;  he  always  had 
heard  him  with  pleafure,  but  not  where  no  praAical  ufe  could 
refult  from  his  argument.  When  the  proper  period  for  dif- 
cuffion  came,  feeble  as  his  powers  were,  compared  with  thofe 
of  his  right  honourable,  friend,  whom  he  muft  call  his  mafter, 
for  he  had  taught  him  every  thing  he  knew  in  politics,  (as  be 
had  declared  on  a  former  occafion,  and  he  mea/it  no  compli« 
ment  when  he  faid  fo)  yet  feeble  as  his  powers  comparatively 
were,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  maintain  the  principles  he  had 
afierted,  even  ag.iinft  his  right  honourable  friend's  fupcrior 
eloquence,  and  maintain,  that  the  rights  of  man,  which  his 
right  honourable  friend  had  ridiculed  as  chimerical  and  yi« 
fionary,  were  in  hSt  the  bafis  and  foundation  of  every  ra- 
tional confiitution,  and  even  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  it- 
iclf,  as  our  ftatute  book  proved :  fince,  if  he  knew  any  thing 
of  the  original  compafl  between  the  people  of  England  and 
its  government,  a%  ftated  in  that  volume,  it  was  a  recognition 
of  the  original  inherent  rights  o^  the  people  as  men,  which 
no  prefcription  could  fuperfede,  no  accident  remove  or  obli« 
terate.  If  fuch  were  principle s  dangerous  to  the  conftitution, 
they  were  the  principles  ot  his  right  honourable  friend,  from 
whom  he  had  learned  them.  During  the  American  war  they 
had  together  rejoiced  at  the  fuccefTes  of  a  Wafliington,  and 
fympathized  almoA  in  tears  for  the  fall  of  «a  Montgomery. 
F  rom  his  right  hoiiourahle  friend  he  had  learned  that  the  re« 
volt  of  a  whole  people  could  never  be  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged, hut  muft  have  been  provoked.  Such  had  at  that 
time  been  the  d<)6lrine  of  his  rjgbc  honourable  friend,  who  had 
faid  withe(|^ual  energy  and  en)pharis,  that  he  could  not  draw 
a  bill  of  indidinent  againft  a  whole  people.  Mr.  Fox  declared 
he  was  icriy  to  find  that  his  right  lu)nourable  friend  had 
fince  Icamt,  to  draw  fuch  a  bdl  of  indi£lment,  and  to  crowd 
it  wiih  all  the  technical  epitliets  which  dilgraced  our  ftatute 
book,  of  falfe,  malicious,  wicked,  by  the  inftigation  of  the 
devil,  not  having  the  fea^  of  God  before  yourcyes,  &c  Having 
been  taught  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  no  revolt  of 
a  nation  was  caufed  without  provocation,  he  could  not  help 
fueling  a  joy  ever  fince  the  conftitution  of  France  became 
fnindeil  on  the  rights  of  man,  on  which  the  Britifli  confti- 
tution iilelf  was  founded.  To  deny  it,  was  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  to  libel  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  and  no  book 
his  right  honourable  friend  could  cit^  no  words  he  might 
deliver  in  debate,  however  ingenious^  eloquent  and  able,  as  all 
his  writings  and  all  his  fpeeches  undoubtedly  were,  could  in- 
duce him  ro  cliange  or  abandon  that  opinion ;  he  differed 
upon  that  I'ubjeA  with  his  ri^t  honourable  friend  tola  cah. 
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Having  proceeded  thus  far,  Mr.  Fox« declared  he  had  faid 
more  than  he  had  intended,  poflibly  much  more  than  was  ei- 
ther wife  or  proper ;  but  it  was  a  common  error  ariling  from 
his  earneAnefs  to  lie  clearly  underilood;  but  if  his  fentiments 
could  ferve  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  which  had  counte-^ 
nanced  the  difcuiTion  of  that  day,  apparently  in  qtder  to  get 
at  them>  they  had  ailed  unneceiTariiy.  They  might  be  lure 
of  him  and  his  fentiments  on  ev^ry  fuhjefl,  without  forcing 
on  any  thing  like  a  difference  between  him  and  his  right  ho- 
nourable friehdy  and  having  once  lieard  them,  thcy^  might  a£t 
upon  them  as  they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  though  he  had  been  called  to  order  foMr.Burkt 
many  times,  he  had  fat  with  perfed  compofure,  and  had 
heard  the  moil  diforilerly  fpeech  that  perhaps  ever  was  deli- 
vered in  that  Houfe.  He  had  not  purfued  the  conduft.of 
which  an  example  had*been  fet  to  him,  but  had  heard,  with- 
out the  leaft  interruption,  that  fpeech  out  to  the  end,  irre- 
gular and  diforderly  as  it  had  been  :  his  words  and  his  con- 
dud  throughout  had  been  mifreprefented,  and  a  perfonal  at- 
tack had  been  made  upon  him  from  a  quarter  he  never  could 
have  expe£led,  after  a  friendfbip  and  an  intimacy  of  more 
than  twenty -two  years;  and  not  only  his  pu!)lic  conduA, 
words,  and  wriungs,  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  feverefl 
terais,  but  confidential  converfations  and  private  opinions 
had  b^n  brought  forward,  with  a  view  of  proving  that  he 
aded  inconiiftently ;  and  now  a  motion  was  introduced, 
which  hindered  him,  in  a  g^eat  meafure,  from  having  an 
opportunity  to  afcertain,  by  fa6ls,  what  he  had  flated  as  opi- 
nions. He  could  not  help  thinking,  that  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  French  revolution,  he  had  met  with  great  unfairnefs 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  faid  as  much 
as  that  he  had  a£led  and  fpoken  rafhly,  without  information, 
and  unfopported  by  h&%  to  bear  out  his  dedudions,  and 
this  had  been  treated  in  a  manner  that  did  little  juAice  to  his 
feelings,  and  had  little  appearance  of  decency  on  the  part  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.  However,  when,  and  at 
often  as  this  fub'edl  came  to  be  difcuiTed  fairly,  and  fa£ls  that 
he  was  pofleifed  of  allowed  to  be  brought  forward,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hand  to  hand, 
and  foot  to  foot  upon  it.  Much  was  faid  again  (I  proceeding 
without  good  information.  He  was  ready  to  fiate  his  proofs 
for  all  the  fa6ls  he  had  alledged,  to  which  public  proof  was 
at  alt  applicable  ;  that  indeed  theie  were  a  few  particulars  on 
which  he  did  not  chufe  to  take  ifTie;  becaufe,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things  in  the  happy  country  of  France,  he  might 
fubjeS  his  relators  to  the  fafhionable  fummary  juflice  of  the 
^tUerju.  Under  a  very  few  refei  ves  of  that  kind,  he  was 
ready  to  enter  into  the  difcuffion  concerning  the  fads  in  that 
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boo)e>  whenever  hb  pleafed.     He  might  pofEbl  j  (a\\  into  mi- 
nute and  trivial  miflakes,  but  he  was  furehe  was  fubftantlally 
right  in  every  fubflantiai  matter  of  faft.     To  the  few  mat- 
ters on  which  he  muft  decline  offering  proof,  Ke  pledged  bio* 
felf,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had  fufficient  to  fatisfy  a  fokrj 
And  confiderate  judgement.     But  this,  it  Teemed,  was  notdMFi 
eaufe  of  quarrel ;  it  was  not  becaufe  this  authority,  or  that 
example,  were  mentioned,  but  he  was  accufed   of  mifrepre- 
fenting  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faidoni 
former  day,  when  he  owned  he  was  not  prefent,  and  which 
he  difavowed  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms.     He  denied  any  re- 
ference to  that,  or  any  otiier  fpeech  of  the  right  honouraUt 
gentleman,  and  contended  that  he  hdd  argued  on  this,  as  be 
wifhed  to  do  on  every  other  occafiqn,  in  a  candid,  plain,  anA 
fimpie  manner.     With  regard  to  the  fubjed  which  he  meant 
to  introduce  in  the  Committee  oti  the  Quebec  bill,  the  ririit 
honourable  gentleman  was  no  ftranger  to  the  grounds  ne 
meant  to  go  upon.     He  opened  to  him  very  particularly  the 
plan  of  his  fpeech  ;  how  fur  he  meant  to  go  ;  and  what  li^ 
mits   he   propofed  to  put  upon  himfelff     His  reafons  to( 
forming  thofe  opinions,    he   had    mentioned  in    the  fulleft^ 
and  moft  particular  manner  to  him,    at  his    own  hoo/^! 
and  walked  from   thence  to  that   Houfe  with  him,   con-] 
verfing  all  the  time  on  that  fubjedl.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  then  entirely  difagreed  with  him  upon  it,  btft 
they  had  no  quarrel  upon  it,  and  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid  upon  the  fubjefl,  he  did  not  now  wiih 
to  ftate.      He  would  not,    however,   be  perfuaded,  from 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman   faid,  to  give  up  his 
purpofe  of  ftating  to  the  Roufe,  upon   this  occafion,  his 
mind  with  regard  to  the  French  conftitution,  and   the  dBts 
which  led  him  to  think  as  he  did ;  and  certainly   in  this  he 
thought  there  could  be  nothing  diibrderly,  efpecially  when 
fo  much  had  been  already  introduced,  not  about  the  confti* 
tution  of  Quebec,  but  about  the  American  conftitution.  He 
had  afferted  that  dangerous  dodtrines  were  encouraged  in  this 
country,  and  that  dreadful  confequences  might  enfue  from 
them,  which  it  was  his  fole  wiJh  and  ambition  to  avert,  by 
ftrenuoufly  fupporting  the  conflitution  of  Oreat  Britain  a$it 
is,  which,  In  his  mind,  could  better  be  done  hv  pi  eventing 
impending  danger,  than  by  anr  rcmedv  that  could  afterwarf* 
he  applied ;  and   be   thought  nimfelf  juftified  in   faying  thl$i 
hecaufe  he  did  knoW  that  there  were  people  in  this  country 
avowedly  endeavouring  to  diforder  its  conftitution  and  {go- 
vernment, and  that  in  a  very  hold  manner.     The  prafii<* 
now  was,  upon  all  occailons,  to  praife,  in  the  higheft  ilrain, 
the  French  conflitution  ;  fome,  indeed,  q^ualified^  their  argu- 
ment fo  far,  by  pmifitrg  only  the  French  revolution;  but  in 
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I  that  be  could  fee  no  difFef-ence^  tis  the  French  conftitutionf 
^  if  they  had  any,  was  the  cOnfequence  and  effed  of  that  revo«« 
iation.     So  fond  were  gentlemen  of  this  fivourrte  topic,  that 
;  whoever  difapproved  ot  the  anarchy  and  ronfafion  that  had 
,  taken  place  in  France,  or  could  not  forefee  the  benefits  that 
were  to  arife  out  of  it,  were  ftigmatifed  as.enenites  to  liberty^' 
and  to  the  Briti(h  conflttution,  charges  that  were  falfe,  nn* 
founded,  mifiaipplied,  and  every  way  unfair.     Do&rines  of 
this  kind,  he  thought,  were  extremely  dangerous  at  all  times, 
and  much  more  fo,  if  they  were  to  be  fandioned  by  fo  great 
ai  name  as  that  of  the  right  lionountbie  gentleman,  who  al- 
W2(ys  put  whatever  he  faid  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  forcible 
view  that  it  could  appear.     Thus  it  had  become  common  to 
tct  the  French  conAitution  up  againft  the  Englifh  conftitu« 
tion,  upon  all  occafions^  when  the  comparifon  could  be  in* 
troddced;  and  then  he  infifted,  if  the  former' was  praifed^ 
the  latter  muft  be  proportionably  depreciated.     Here  again 
he  reverted  to  what  he  had  been  told  had  pafled  on  a  former 
day,  when  he  faid  ihe  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken 
fire  when  the  French  conftitutibn  was  mentioned,  and  had 
termed  it  the  moft  glorious  and  ftupendous  fabric  that  ever 
«was  feared   by  human  wifdom.     He  fiill  infiAed,  that  th^ 
-difcuffiob  of  the  Quebec  bill  was  a  proper  opportunity,  after 
•what  had  been  faid,  for  entering  upon  a  true  and  minute 
^onnparifon  of  the  French  conftitution  with  that  of  Eujgland, 
chough  the  diforderly  rage  for  order  that  prevailed  that  day, 
deemed  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  precluding  every  fair 
or  proper  difcuflion.     He  had  that  day  been  accufed,  amongft 
t>ther  breaches  of  friendfhip  towards  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tfeman,  of  having  provoked  this «difcuffion,  to  give  an  ad* 
vantage  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  enemies,  aprin* 
eiple  that  he  utterly  difclatmed,  and  never  thought  that  any 
fair  or  candid  man  could  haVe  brought ;    however,  if  anj 
could  have  fnppofed  fo  before  what  they  had  heard  from  the 
oppofite  iide  of  the  Houk,  this  day  muil  convince  them  of  the 
contrary.    In  what  he  had  repeatedly  faid  and  written  con- 
cerning the  French  revolution,  he  had  been  accufed  of  flat* 
ing;  his  opinions  rafhly  and  withopt  foundation,  a  charge 
which  he  was  ceitainly  anxious  and  able  to  iiefute,  if  he  had 
!ieen  allowed ;  and  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  going  to' 
>roduce  fa£ts  in  fupport  of  what  he  had  af&rted,  blended 
partly  with  private  information  and  refpeAable  authorities, 
hough  he  perhaps  might  have  gone  greater  lengths  than  he 
riflied,    by  difclofing  communications  which  he  ought  to 
conceal,  yet  being  fo  particularly  called  upon,  he  would  have 
lone  it;  at  this  very  moment,  he  was  flopped  in   the  moft 
infair,   and,  notwithftanding,  as  he  had  atready  faid,  the 
ag^  for  order,  the  moft  diforderly  manner :  and  but  for  this 
Vot.XX[X.  Xt  ^  ^^^ 
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extraordinary  condu£^»  he  would  have  proved  that  the  iZoe 
of  the  French  conftitution,   or  revolution,  which  they  liked 
to  call  it,  was  not  intended  for,  and  never  could  be,  for  the 
fcaufe  of  liberty,  but,   on  the  contrary,  ever  was,  and  ever 
would  bf^  for  the  caufe  of  tyranny,  oppreflion,  injuftic*,  anar- 
chy, ;lnd  confuiion.     After  what  had  been  faid,  nobody  could 
impute  to  him  intereAed  or  perfonal  motives  for  his  condad; 
thofcwith  whom  he  had  been  conftantly  in  habits  of  friend- 
fhip  and  agreement  with  him,  were  all  againft  him,  and  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  he  was  not  likely  to  have  moch 
Aippdrt;  yet,   all  he  did,  was  no  more  than  his  duty.    Itj 
W2is  a  ftruggle,  not  to  fupport  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  but 
a  ftruggle  to  fupport  the  Britifh  conftitution,  in  doing  whids 
he  h^d  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  all  about  him,  and  thofe  o[ 
pofite  to  him  ;  and  what  was  worft  of  all,  he  had  induced  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  rip  up  the  whole  courfe  v» 
tenure  of  his  life,  public  and  private,  and  that   not  withoa 
a  confiderablfe  degree  of  afj>erity.     His  failings  and  imperfec 
tions  had  been  keenly  fexpofed,  and,  in  (hort,  without  tb 
chance  of  gaining  one  new  friend,  he  had  made  enemies,  i 
appeared  malignant   enemies,  of  his  old  friends;  but,  afir 
all,  heefteemed  his  duty  far  beyond  any  friendftiip,  any  htm 
or  any  other  confideration  whatever*     He  had  dated  the  dai 
ger  which  the  Britifh  conftitution  was  daily  in,  from  thedoc 
trines  and  eondu£l  of  particular  perfons ;  however,  as  neiti 
ifideofthe  Houfe  fupported  him  in  this,  but  as  both  fn 
thought  otherwife,  he  would  not  prefs  that  point  upon  the 
now  in  any  ftronger  way  than  he  had  done ;  but   he  w( 
ftill  aver,  that  no  affiftance  which  could  either  he  given 
refufed  to  him,  would  ever  bias  him  againft  the  excellence 
the  Bririfti  conftitution  ;  nor  lead  him  to  think  well  of  tl 
French  revolution,  or  the  conftitution,  as  it  was  named, 
was  formed  in  its  place.     The  right  honourable  gentlcsna 
in  the  fpeech  he  had  made,  treated  him  in  every    fent 
with  uncommon  harflinefs.     In  the  6rft  place,  after  bcii 
fatigued  w^ith  ikirmifhes  of  order,  which  were  wonderful 
managed   by  his  light  troops,    he  then  brought  down  t 
whole  ftrength  and  heavy  artillery  of  his  own  judgei 
eloquence,  and  abilities,  upon  him,  to  crufti  him  at  once, 
declaring  a  cenfure  upon  his  whole  life,  condud,  and  opinioi 
Notwithftandirig  this  great  and  ferious,  though,  on  his 
f  unmerited  attack,  and  attempt  to  crufli  him,  he  would  n 

be  difmayed  ;  he  was  not  yet  afraid  to  ftate  his  fentiments 
that  Houfe,  or  any  where  elfe,  and  he  would  tell  all  I 
world  that  the  conftitution  was  in  danger.  And  here 
muft,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  exprefs  hisdifapprobati 
of  what  was  notorious  to  the  country,  and  to  the  wor 
Arc  there  not  clubs  in  every  quarter,  who  meet  and  vote 

.  ,    folnri^ 
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folutions,  the  contents  of  which  w::s  it  neceflary  for  him  to 
enumerate?  Do  they  not  correfpond  all  over  the  country>  and 
with  other  countries  ?  Do  they  not  preach  m  their  pulpits 
doflrines  that  are  dangerous,  and  celebrate  at  their  anniver- 
fary  meetings,  proceedings  incompetent  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
Britifli  conilitution?  Admitting  thefe,  and  he  believed  no- 
body would  fay  his  obfervations  here  were  ill  founded,  would 
the)  heiitate  a  moment  to  pronounce  fuch  tranfafiions  dan- 
gerous to  theconftitution,  and  extremely  mifchievous  in  their 
nature  ;  when  added  to  this,  infamous  libels  againft  thecon- 
ftirution  weroi circulated  every  where.  The  malignity  with 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken  his  fenti- 
ments  with  regard  to  Government,  and  the  charge  of  incon* 
llftency  in  his  political  life  and  opinions,  were  neither  fair 
nor  true  ;  for  he  denieJ  that  he  ever  had  any  difFerent  idea 
of  Government  from  what  he  now  entertained,  and  had  upon 
many  occalions  flated;  he  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  mo- 
narchy was  the  bads  of  all  good  government,  and  that  the 
nearer  to  monarchy  that  any  government  approached,  the 
more  perfeft  it  was,  and  viccvei'fa\  and  he  certainly,  in  his 
wideft  moments,  never  had  fo  far  forgotten  the  nature  of 
Government,  as  to  argue  that  we  ought  to  wifli  for  a  con-« 
AituHon  that  we  could  alter  at  pleafure  and  change  like  a 
dirty  fhirt.  He  was  by  no  means  anxious  for  a  Monarchy 
With  a  dafti  of  a  republicanifm  to  correft  it.  But  the  French 
conilitution  was  the  exa£l  oppofite  of  the  Englifli  in  every 
thing,  and  nothing  could  be  fo  dangerous  as  to  fet  it  up  to 
ihe  view  of  the  Englifh,  to  miflead  and  debauch  their  minds* 
In  carrying  on  this  attack  againft  him,  the  righ:  honourable 
gentleman  Had  been  fupported  by  a  corps  of  well  difciplined 
troops,  expert  in  their  manoeuvres,  and  obedient  to  the 
word  of  their  commander. — 

[  Mr.  Grey  here  called  Mr.  Burke  to  order,  conceiving  that 
it  was  diforderly  to  mention  gentlemen  in  that  way^  and  to 
afciihe  improper  motives  to  them.] 

Mr.  Burke  explained,  and  went  on.  He  faid  he  had  for- 
roeily  ftated,  that  he  believed  thofe  who  fomented  what  he 
dreaded  as  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  to  be  a  very  fmall 
number  indeed ;  it  was  not  from  their  numbers  now,  but  if 
the  fpirit  wa>  fufFered  to  ferment,  who  could  tell  what  might 
happ.n  ?  Let  it  be  remembered  there  were  300,000  men  in 
arms  in  France,  who  at  the  proper  moment  might  affift  that 
fpirit ;  and  though  there  might  be  no  immediate  danger 
threatening  the  Britifli  conftitution,  yet  a  time  of  fcarcity  or 
tumult  might  come,  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  was  certainly  fafer 
and  wifer  to  prevent  the  confequences,  than  to  remedy  the 
«vi!.  He  recurred  to  1780,  and  mentioned  the  dreadful  con- 
iequenccs  of  the  riots  occafioned  by  Lord  George  (jc^rdgi^l^ 
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JIad  he  at  that  time  cautioned  the  Houfe  to  beware  of  the. .  . 
Proteftant  Affociation,  and  other  caballing  meetings,  he  fup-  - 1 
ppfed  his  cautions  would  have  been  treated  in  the  fame  way  ,. 
as  thofe  he  oflFered  now  ;  but  he  trufted  no  perfon  would  wilh  1 
again  to  fee  fuch  deftrudlion  and  diforder;    the  houfe$of«j 
fome  of  the   greateft  and  beft  mep   that  ever  adorned  tb^  ^ 
country,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  Sir  George  ^aviil^ 
befet  by  the  mob,  and  obliged  to  be  defended  by  armed  force;  i 
they  furely  could  not  defire  again  to  behold  camps  m  all  cm « 
fquares,  and  garrifons  m   our  palaces.     As  to  the  prelient 
ftate  of  this  CQuntry,  he  defcribed  the  King  as^in  full  power.i 
in  all  his  fundlions,  that  his  Miniflers  were  refpcnfiblc  foe- 
all  their  condufi;  that  the  country  was  bleffed  with  an  op- 
pofition  of  ftrong  force,  and  that  the  common  people  wert 
united  with  the  gentlemen  in  a  column  of  prudence.      From 
all  which  he  argued,    that   thp  prefent  was  the  moment  foe 
cruftiing  this  diabolical  fpirit,  and  every  trivial  attempt  tp^ 
fubvert  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  ought  t6  be  watched 
"with  the  greatefl  jealoufy   and  circumfpedlion ;    when  he 
fpoke  of  our  cpnftitution  as  valuable,  he  fpoke  of  t)ie  wholoi 
complete,  and  not  of  any  particular  or   predominant  part^j 
and  therefore  thought  it  wifer  to  be  prepared  for  any  attack 
that  might  be  made  upon  it)  than  to  truft  that  we  could  pre* 
ferve  it,  even  after  the  attack  was  made.     Having  dwelt  for 
fome  time  upon  this  point,  he  next  began  to  recapitulate  the . 
political  queilions  upon  which  he  had  differed  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  upon  former  occaQons,  paiticularlf 
the  f^yeral  attempts  that  had  been  made  for  a  parliamentary 
reform,  the  Diffenters  bill,  and  the  Royal  Marriage  ^5; 
perhaps,  too,  in    other  inflances ;  but   in  all  thefe,  in  the 
^ourfe  of  their  acquaintance  and  intimacy,  no  one  difierence 
of  political  opinion  had  ever  for  a  moment  interrupted  oraf- 
fedled  their  friendfhip.     It  certainly  was  indifcretion,  at  any 
period,  but  much  greater  at  his  time  of  life,  to  provoke  ene» 
mies,  or  give  his  triends  caufe  to  defert  him;  y^^t  if  that  wa« 
to  be  the  cafe,  by  adhering  to  the  Britifh  conftitutipn,  he 
would  riik  all,  and,  as  public  duty  and  public  prudence  taught 
him,  in  his  lafl  words,  exclaim,  *^  Fly  from  the  P  rench  con- 
ilitution."     [It  was  whifpered  by  Mr.  Fo)i:,  there  was  no  lo6 
of  friends.]     Mr.  Burke  faid,  yes,  there  was  a  lofs  of  friends, 
he  knew  the  price  of  his  condu£l ;  he  had  don^  his  duty  at 
the  price  of  his  friend ;  their  friendfhip  was  at  an  ^nd«    He 
had  been  told,  that  it  was  much  better  to  defend  tlie  Englifh 
conftitutjon,  by  praifmg  its  own  excellence,  than  by  ^bafing 
other  conditutions,  and  certainly  the  taik  of  praifing  was 
much  more  pleafant  than  that  or  abufing;  but  he  contended 
that  th^  only  fair  way  of  arguing  the  iperlts  of  any  conftitu- 
tion,  \yas  by  comparing  it  with  others,  and  he  CQuld  not 
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|K»k  with  propriety  of  the  expellence  of  the  EnglUh  cotifti- 

Ration,  without  comparing  it  with  the  deforitity  and  iQJu(li(;e 

af  the  French,  which  was  the  (hade  thatbrought  its  colouri 

Ebrward  in  the  brighteft  point  of  view;  and  omitting  to  do 

jty   would  be  like  prefenting  a  pidure  without  a  £hade.    He 

ftuyuld  warn  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  the 

^re^t  riraUin  that  Houfe,  that  whether  they  fhouid  in  future 

lM>ve  in  the  ppiitjcal  hemifphere  as  two  flaming  meteors^  or 

palk  together  as  brjBthren,  th;^t  they  fliQuld  preferve  and 

fieriih  the  Britiih   conftitution ;   that  they  fbould  guard 

Einft  innovation,  and  fave  it  from  the  danger  of  thefe  new 
ories.     In  a  rapturous  apoftrophe  to  tlie  infinite  and  un- 
peakable  power  of  the  Deity,  whoy  with  his  ^rm,  hurled  ai 
Wnet  like  a  proje<Slile  out  of  its  courfe — who  euabled  it  to 
IDFidure  the  fun's  heat,  and  the  pitphy  darknefs  of  the  chilly 
light ;  he  faid,  tliat  to  the  Deity  muft  be  }eft  the  ta(k  of  inc- 
ite perfeflion,  while  to  us  poor,  weak,  incapable  mortals^ 
t  was  np  rule  of  condu<Sb  fo  fafe  as  experience.    He  con* 
luded  with  poving  an  amendment,  that  all  the  words  of  the 
tion,  after  **  Diilertations  on  the  French  conftitution,'* 
>uld  be  omitted,  and  the  following  be  inferted  in  their 
:>m — ^^  tending  toiliew  that  examples  may  be  drawn  there- 
from ;  and  tp  prove  that  they  are  infufiicient  for  any  good 
|f<  purpofes,  and  that  they  lead  to  aoarchy  and  contullon^ 
\H  and  are  confequently  unfit  to  be  introduced  into  fchemef 
^  of  Government,  are  improper  to  be  referred  to  on  a  motioa 
|f<  for  reading  the  Que^c  bill  paragraph  by  paragraph/' 

In  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fpeecb,  Mr.  Burke  having 
I  laid  that  Mr.  Fox  had  of  late  years  forborne  that  friendly 
fntercourfe  with  him,  by  vifits,  dec,  which  he  had  formerly 
prefervedt  the  latter,  in  reply^  /aid^  that  the  omiflion  com- 
plained of*  was  purely  accidental;  that  men,  atdifierent  pe* 
nods,  fi&Il  into  different  habits;  and  withput  any  intentional 
liegled,  it  frequently  happened  that  they  did  not  fee  their 
friends  fo  often  as  they  might  have  done  in  preceding  years : 
Vat  at  the  fame  time^  that  their  friendfliip  was  as  warm  an4 
as  fincere  as  ever* 

Mr.  Burke,  likewife,  while  In  one  of  the  parts  of  it,  where 
be  was  reafoning  with  great  warmth,  checked  himfelf,  and 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Chair,  faid,  *<  I  am  not  mad,  moft 
^  noble  Feftus,  but  fpeak  the  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs»!* 

Mr.  Fax  roie  to  reply,  but  his  mind  was  fo  much  agitnted  Mr.  ?•<• 
9nd  hit  heart  fp  much  affe^led  by  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. ' 
Burke,  thai  it  was  fome  oiinutes  before  he  could  pix)caed. 
Tears  trickled  dpwn  his  cheeks,  and  he  ftrove  in  vain  tor 
give  utterance  tp  feelings  that  dignified  and  exalted  his  na- 
tote.  In  juftice  to  the  Houfe,  it  muft  be  faid,  that  tha 
leAfibility  of  every  pdc  prefent  feetped  to  be  uncomrntooly  ex«- 
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Cited  upon  the  occafion.     Being  at  length  recovered  from  M 
depreffion  under  which  he  had  rifen,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  t# 
anfwer  the  afiertions  which  had   caufed  it.     He  Taidf  how* 
ever  events  might  have  altered  the  mind  of  his  right  honoorf 
able  friend,  for  fo  he  mud  call  him,    notwithftanding  wh4 
had  pafled,  hecaufe,  grating  as  it  was  to  any  man  to  be  tit 
kindly  treated  by  thofe  who  Vi9re  under  obligations  to  hin 
it  wasftill  more  grating  and  painful  to  he  unkindly  treaM 
by  thofe  to  whom  ihey  felt  the  greateft  obligation^  and  whoi 
notwithftanding   their  harfhnefs  and  feverity,    they  foua 
they  muft  ftill  love  and  efteem.     He  could  not  forget,  tM 
\\hen  a  boy  almofl,  he   Jiad  been  in  the  habit  of  receivin 
favours  from  his  right  honour;<ble  friend;  that   their  fricrt 
iliip  had  grown  with  their  years,  and  that  it  had  continued  ft 
upwards  of  twenty  five  years,  for  the  laft  twenty  of  whi< 
they  had  adted  togc:her,  and  lived  on  terms  of  the  modfam 
liar  intimacy.     He  hoped,    therefore,    that  notwithftaodifl 
what  had  happened  that  day,  the  right  honourable  gentlemi 
would  thiuk  on  pad  times,  and  however  any  imprudent  won 
or  intemperance  of  his  might  have  oiFended  him,  it  won 
Ihew  that  it  had  not  been   at  lead   intentionally  .his  faol 
The  right  honou4-able  gentleman  had   faid,  and  faid  ivA 
that  they  had  differed  formerly  on  many   fuhje<£ls,  andy 
it  did  not  interrupt  their  friendfhip.     Let  the  right  honoifl 
able  gentleman  fpeak  fairly  and  fay,  whether  they  could  d 
differ,  without  an  interruption  of  their  friendfliip,  on  thefri 
]e6t  of  the  French  revolution,  as  well  as  any  of  their  fon« 
rubje(fls.of  difference.     He  enumerated   feverally  what  thd 
differences  of  opinion  had  been,  and  appealed  to  hisrigltbi 
nourable  friend,  whether  their  friendfhip  had  been  interrupt^ 
on  any  one  of  thofe  occafions.     In  particular,  he  faid,  oj 
the  fubje6l  of  the  French  revolution,    the  right  honounbl 
gentleman  well  knew,    that  his  fentiments  differed  widd 
from  his  own;  hejcnew  alfo,  that  as  foon  as  his  book  on  th 
fubjeft  was  publifhed,  he  condemned  that  book  both  in  pi 
lie  and  private,  and  every  one  of  the  do(!2rines  it   contaii 
Mr.  Fox  again  explained,  that  Mr.  Burke's  condu^  appea 
as  if  it  fprung  from  an  intention  to  injure  him,  at  leallit  pr>| 
duced  the  fam^effed,    hecaufe  the  right   honourable  gcntF 
man  oppofi:e  to  him  hadchofen  to  talk  of  republican  princr] 
as  principles  which  he  wi(hed  to  be  introduced  into  the  new 
conditution  of  Canada,  whereas  his  principles  were  veryftf 
from  republican  in  any  degree.     If,  therefore,   his  right  h^ 
nourable  friend  had  thought  it  neceflary  to  date  to  the  Haoft 
his  fentiments  on    the   French   revolution,    be   might  hit! 
done  it  on  any  other  occafion,  with  lefs  injury  to  hitn,  that 
on  the  Quebec  bill,  hecaufe  his  doing  it  then,  confirmed andn 
gave  weight  to  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  right  honouraWii 
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mtleman  oppofite  to  him,  and   not  only  that,    but  put  it 

At  cf  his  power  to  anfwer  him  properly.     Befides   he  had, 

(every  other  man  muft  have,  a  natural  antipathy  and  diflik« 

» being  catechifed  as  to  hi3  political  principles.     It  was,  he 

lid,  thefirA  time  that  ever  he  had  heard  a  philofpher  ftate, 

Dt  the  way  to  do  juftice  to  the  excellence  of  the  Britifli 

Hiftitution   was  never  to  mention  it  without  at  the  fame 

Beabufing  every  other  conftiturion  in  the  world.     For  his 

irt,  he  had  ever   thought  that  the  firitiih  conflitntion  in 

leery  was  imperfe£k  and  defeAive,    but  that  in  praAice  it 

M  excellently  adapted  to  this  country.     He  had  often  puln 

ply  faid  this ;  but  becaufe  he  admired  the  Britifh  conftita« 

bn,  was  it  to  he  concluded  that  there  was  no   part  of  the 

imitation  of  other  countries  worth  praifmg,  or  that  the 

itiih  conilitution  was  not  fl  ill  capable  of  improvement? 

therefore  could  neither  confent  to  &bufe  every  other  con- 

:urion,  nor  to  extol  our  own  fo  extravagantly  as  the  right 

urable  gentleman   feemed   to  think  it  merited.     As  a 

f  that  it  had  not  been  thought  quite  perfect,  let  the  two 

ly  reforms  of  it  be  recoUeded  that  had  been  attempted  of 

years;  the  reform  relative  to  the  re'prefentation  in  Par* 

lit  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  bim« 

the  reform  in  the  civil  lift  by  his  right  honourable  friend* 

'tsitexpe^ed  that  he  fliould  declare  theconfiitution  would 

ebeen  more  perfect  or  better  withont  either  of  thofe  two 

rvRS  ?  To  both  had  he  given  his  fupport,  becaufe  he  ap* 

ived  both  ;  and  yet  they  were  both  tefts,  one  to  retrencl^ 

influence'  of  the  Crown,  the  other  to  enlarge  the  repre* 

iationin  that   Houfe;  and  would  the  right  honourable 

ttleinan  fay  he  was  a  bad  man  for  having  voted  for  both  ? 

was,  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  an  enemy  to  all  tefts  whatever,  at 

had  hitherto  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was, 

i  therefore  he  obje£led  to  every  man's  being  expefbed  to 

hve  his  political  principles  put  tp  the  teft,  by  his  being  ob- 

Sed  to  abjure  every  other  conflitution  but  our  own.     Such 

Node  of  approvmg  one's  zeal  for  the  latter,  reminded  him 

p  the  man  who  figned  the  thirty  nine  articles,  and  faid  he 

nftwd  there  weie  an  hundred  and  thirty  nine  more,  that  he 

feht  have  figned  them  too,    to  prove  his  orthodoxy.— 

thing  hut  the  ignominious  terms  which  his  right  honour- 

B  friend  had  that  day  hen ped  on  him— [Mr.   Burke  faid 

d  enough  to  be  heard,  that  he  did  not  recoIle6^  he  had 

^  any.J  "  My  right  honourable  friend,  faid  Mr.   Fox, 

»  not  recolWft  the  epithets,  they  are  out  of  his  mind  ; 

m  Aey  are  completely  and  for  ever  out  of  mine.   I  cannot 

ri(h  a  recollediion  fo  painful,  and,  from  this  moment, 

^J  are  obliterated  and  forgotten."     Mr.  Fox  then  purfued 

^  ^{ument,  and  exprefled  ^is  furprife  that  his  right  ho-         . 
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notiniltle  friend  had  talked  of  the  friends  who  fat  near  tiim 
^  a  phalanx,  and  as  difciplined  troops ;    if  by  that  he  Q)eai 

that  any  improper  influence  had  been  exercifed,  orattentpti 
to  be  exercifed,  on  their  ^inds,  he  dtfclatmed  the  kfea;  ^ 
indeed  his  right  honourable  friend  l>ert  knevr,  fo  long  asl 
had  a£led  with  them,  when  any  fuch  influence  had  been  eu 
cifed  over  his  own  mind.  He  declared  he  could  not  but  I 
forry  th^it  fuch  a  chara£ler  of  a  party,  linked  togetheri 
the  moft  honourable  principles,  fhould  come  from  one  i 
their  own  corps.  He  had  imagined,  that  bis  right  hondu 
able  friend  knew  more  of  them  than  to  impute  fuch  cocdw 
Co  men  of  tbeif  defcrlption.  I'he  fa&  was^  Mr.  Fox  fA 
that,  upon  his-honour,-  no  one  of  the  honourable  gemleai 
tiear  him,  who  bad  rifen  that  day,-  and  called  his  right  hono« 
able  friend  to  order,  had  been  defired  by  him  to  do  fo;  « 
the  contrary,  wherever  he  thought  he  was  likely  to  toA 
bis  application  complied  with,  he  bad  estrheflly  intreated bi 
friends  not  to  interrupt  the  right  honourable  gentleon^ 
He  admitted  that  no  friend&ip  fhould  cxift  in  the  #ay  i 
public  duty;  and  if  his  right  honourable  friend  ibougbtl 
did  fervice  to  the  country  by  blafting  the  French  xeTolatiri 
hemuft  dofo,  but  at  the  time,  he.^muft  allow  btbefs,  i4 
thought  diflferently,  to  a&  in  a  diflerent  manner*  Mr.  Fl 
Wuded  to  what  Mr.  B«rke  had  quoted  from  MontefqaiH 
and  declared  he  agreed  witli  Montefqtiieu  in  his  obferTadi 
bn  the  Britifh  conflitution,  but  could  not  admit  that  Mfl 
tefquieu  meant  to  fay  that  it  was  a  model  for  all  oriier  i 
tries.  If  he  referred  to  what  had  pafled  in  1780,  the 
hotioarabl6  gentleman  would  fay  that  he  raked  into  aitjll 
tranfadions  of  his  Kfe;  Mr.  Fox  declared  he  would  not, 
lefs  it  redounded  to  his  iionourable  fiiend's  honom-,  andl 
the  glory  of  his  charafler,  and  where  could  he  find  the  i 
dent  that  did  not?  In  the  year  1780,  it  had  been  the  opia 
of  that  Houfe,  ^'  that  the  influence  of  the  Grown  had 
^'  creafed,  was  increaiing,  and  ought  to  be  diminiil 
His  right  honourable  friend  had  agreed  io  that  refi ' 
and  thereby  declared,  that  the  conftitutioh  was  not 
without  fuch  redudion.  Would  he  hot  grant  to  the  Fn 
the  fame  right  that  he  had  himfelf  exercifed  ?  If  the  infi 
6f  the  Britifii  Crown,  which  confided  in  the  civil  lift, iB' 
army,  navy,  and  the  power  of  giving  places  and  lu 
was  fo  great  as  to  be  thought  dangerous,  what,  in  tbee| 
of  refleSin?  Frenchmen,  muft  have  been  the  extravagi 
influence  of  the  Crown  of  France  ?  With  a  civil  lift  ten  til 
as  large  asours;  with  a  navy  almoft  as  laige;  an  army  A 
fold  ;  a  church  more  than  tenfold;  muft  they  not,  as  wet 
donc^  purfue  the  courfe  of  diminifhing  its  power?  WN 
in  addition  to  this,   fhey  had  xo  deplore  the  degree  of  <f 
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rDprionanddefpotifm  into  which  the  whole  of  their  govcm- 
nent  had  fallen^  was  it  not  right  that  they  ihould  endeavour 
to  better  their  condition,  and  to  extricate  themfelves  from 
their  mtfery  and  flavery?  His  right  honourable  friend  had 
faid,  that  thej  rauft  not  hear  of  the  French  conftitutiou,  be- 
cauic  it  wasaiametricslly  oppofite  to  ours  ;  how  that  could 
be,  he  could  not  eafily  comprehend.  His  right  honourable 
friend  had  alfo  aflerted  that  evil  muil  not  be  done,  that  good 
might  come  out  of  it ;  that  muft  be  left  to  God  alone ;  what, 
Mr.  Fox  alked,  did  his  right  honourable  friend  think  of  the 
occafion  of  war?  War,  initfelf,  was  certainly  an  evil,  civil 
war  a  moral  evil,  and   yet  war  was  often  commenced,  that 

{ood  migM  come  out  of  it.  If  original  rights  were  totally  t0 
e  difregarded,  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  he  Ihould  contend  that  the 
refinance  of  the  Parliament  to  Charles  the  firft,  and  there-*, 
iifianceof  1688,  had  been  very  unjuftifiable ;  but  the  origi- 
nal rights  of  men  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  foundation  of  all 
governments,  and  all  eon  ft  i  tut  ions,  which  were  a  compad  be* 
twcen  the  governors  and  the  governed,  binding  on  both  fides^ 
He  would  not  fay  that  tlie  government  of  France  was  good  ; 
It  was  undoubtealy  capable  of  improvement,  and  would  be 
Imended  by  degrees.  How,  he  afked,  did  we  make  our  owit 
roveroment?  dj  fending  to  Greece  or  Rome  for  a  pattern 
R>r  our  conftitution  ?  No !  but  by  gradually  improving  our 
rovernment,  which  was  bad  at  firft,  and  which  grew  better 
tti  proportion,  as  experience  fuggefted  alteration.  Th« 
French  would  in  time  experience  the  defers  of  their  govern- 
ment, and  would  have  the  fame  opportunities  of  correAin^ 
I. 

With  regard  to  his  honourable  friend's  enthufiaftic  attach- 
nent  to  our  conftitution,  in  preference  to  all  others,  did  lie 
emember  wl^en  His  Majefty's  fpeech  was  made  in  1783,  on 
he  lofs  of  Americn,  in  which  His  Majefty  lamented  the  lofs 
he  provinces  had  fuftained,  in  bemg  deprived  of  the  advant- 
ages rcfalting  from  a  monarchy  ^  how  he  had  ridiculed  it, 
nd  compared  it  to  a  man'i  opening  the  door  after  he  had  left 
room,  and  faying,  *'  at  our  parting,  pray  let  me  receni- 
'  mend  a  monarchy  to  you.**  In  that  ridicule,  Mr.  Fox 
lid,  he  had  joined  heartily  at  the  time.  The  French,  he  ob^ 
^rvedy  had  made  their  new  government  on  the  heft  of  all 
rinciples  of  a  government,  vix.  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
rho  were  to  live  under  it.  The  French,  it  fliould  be  con- 
dered,  were  a  great  nation ;  they  were  inferior  to  England 
nly«  in  arts,  arms,  the  powers  of  reafoning,  &c*  Was  it 
Dt  joyful,  then,  that /he  ihould  have  caft  off  the  tyranny 
r  the  moft  horrid  defpptifm,  and  become  free  ?  Surety,  We 
d  nof  wifh  that  libiprty  Ihpuld  be  engrolled  by  ourielves^ 
his  right  honourabtp  frjead  talked  of  light  and  Ibade,  Mr,  _ 
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Fox  faid,.  there  was  no  fliade  fo  proper  for  the  peqple  of  thit 
country,  as  the  departed  defpotifm  of  France ;    of  whidb^ 
though  no  more  in  exiftence,  we  feemed  ftill  to  be  afraid; 
and  the  French  themfelves,  from  a  dread  of  the  return  ofthi 
fpedlre,  did   many  things   which  appeared  extravagant  ani 
abfurd  to  us,  who  were  cool  obfervers  of  the  fcene  paffingis 
France.     A  ludicrous  image  of  this  was  given  by  tlie  fir4 
of  our  dramatic  poets,  who  makes  Falftaff  fay,  "  I  fear  tUi 
•*  gunpowder  Percy,  though  he  be  dead.^    The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  faid,  that   he  ihall  lofe  my  friend 
(hip,  (continued  Mr.  Fox)  but  this  I  aflurehim  he  {hallnol 
lofe.     He  has  alfo  faid,  he  ihould  lofe  that  of  the  friendi 
ibout  him,  becaufe  he  ftands  up  for  the  conditution  of  thi| 
Country.     I,  however,  hope  that  my  friends  areas  fond  of 
that  conftiturion  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is,  and 
that  the  example  of  France  will   make  them  cautious  not 
to  run  into  the  fame  errors,  and  give  the  fame  provocatioii 
to  the  people.     With  regard  to  tells,   Mr.  Fox   (aid,   h#i 
would  not  believe  his  right  honourable  friend  had  altered  bis 
fentiments  on  that  head,  till  he  faw  him  voting   for  oo&i 
France  had  eftabliflied  a  complete  unequivocal  toleration,  aiM| 
he  heartily  wiflied  that  a  complete  toleration  was  alfo  eflab-| 
li filed  in  England.     Becaufe  troubles  had  happened  at  tbi 
time  the  French  were  changing  their  conftitution,  fhotildnpfc 
fay  that  they  would  alfo  happen  in  £lngland,  were  any  alle^i 
ration  made  in  our  conftitution  ?    He  rouft  contend  for  tht,; 
contrary  ;  and  as  he  thought  that  the  Britifli  conftitution  wat 
capable  of  improvements,  fo  did  he  think  the  greateft  im«i 
provements  might  be  engrafted  on  it,  by  degrees,  with  foc^ 
cefs,  and  without  any  violation  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,    he  lamented   the  difference  that  had  hap- 
pened, but  he  hoped,  that  when  his  right  honourable  friend 
came  to  turn  in  his  mind  all  the  circumftances  that  had  occa- 
flonfed  ir,  he  would  forget  what  was  part.     His  right  hononi* 
able  friend  had  faid,  that  if  he  were  to  quote  fome  of  hisex«*i 
prefEons  on  particular  occafions,   he  could   prove  his  incon-, 
fiftency.     Mr.  Fox  acknowlec^ged  that  no   Member  of  that 
•  Houfe  was  more  apt  to  let  expreffions   fall  which*   perbips 
were  rafh  and  imprudent,  than  he  was.   He  knew  he  had  done 
fo;  but  his  right  honourable  friend    never  let  any  thing  fall 
but  what  did  him  honour,  and  might  be  remembered  to  hif 
credit.     Mr.  Fox  now  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the   reafons 
which  had  induced  th^  right  honourable  gentleman  and  him*, 
felf  to  enter  into  a  fyAematic  oppofition  to  the  prefentadml* 
niflration;  this  was  not,  be  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  , 
power  and  emolument  by  the  means  of  a  faf^ion,  but  be  had. 
ever  underftood  they  and  their  friends  had  formed  a  party  f«r 
fapportiag  the  true  principles  of  the  IJritiiii  conftitution  and; 

,  ,  watdiin{ 
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#atd)hfe;  the  prerogativCt     After  expatiating  on  this,  Mr* 

Fox  fai^  "   let  the  i^fght  honourable  gentleman  maintain 

*  his  opinions,  but  let  him  not  blame  me  for  having  mine.'* 

Re  then  noticed  the  cruel  and  hard  manner  in  which  his  right 

honourable  friend  had  ufed  him,    and  fpoke  feelingly  of  th« 

pain  it  had  given  him.     The  courfe  he  fhould  purfue,  he 

laid^  would  be  tp  keep  out  of  his   right  honourable  friend^s 

I  way,  till  time  and  refledlion  had  fjtted  him  (Mr.  Burke)  to 

i  think  di^erent I y  upon  the  fubjeS;  and  then>  if  their  friendi 

fii  not  contrive  to  unite  them,  he  i[houId  think  their  frien4s 

'did  not  a£l  as  they  had  a  right  to  expe£^  at  their  hands.     If 

J  his  right  honourable  friend  wilhecj  to  bring  forward  the  quef- 

Itionof  the  French  revolution  on  a   future   day,  in  that  cafe 

lie  would  difcufs  it  with  him  as  temperately  as  he  could  ;  at 

prefcnt  he  had  faid  all  that  he  thought  neceflary,  and  let  his 

Tight  honourable  friend  fay  what  he  would  more  upon  the  fu|>- 

jcft,  he  would  make  him  no  farther  reply. 

Mr.  Burh  fa'id^  that  the  tenderneis  which  had  been  dif-  Mr.Bvrtt 
splayed  in  the  beginning  and  conclufion  of  the  fpeech,  had 
wen  completely  done  away  by  what  had  occurred  in  the 
'lOiiddle  part.  Under  the  mafk  of  kindnefs  for  him,  an  at- 
|tempt  had  been  made  to  injure  his  charafier,  and  attack  the 
irhole  of  his  public  conduct.  The  event  of  this  night's  de- 
tatc,  in  which  he  had  been  interrupted,  without  being  fuf- 
"fcred  to  explain,  in  which  he  had  been  accufed,  and  had  not 
)>een  heard,  made  him  at  a  lofs  now  to  underhand  what  wa$ 
party  or  friend/hip.  He  had,  indeed,  as  had  been  alledged, 
propofed  a  redu6tion  of  the  power,  of  the  Crown ;  but  he 
had  propofed  it  only  fo  far  as  he  confidered  it  neceflary  ;  and 
though  his  views  had  not  been  complied  with,  no  bad  confc- 
qoences  had  followed.  In  1784,  an  attack  had  been  made^ 
not  upon  the  form,  but  upon  the  fpirit  of  the  conilitution* 
Ris  oppofition  to  this  attack  h^d  not  been  (ingle  and  unfup<« 
ported.  He  had  not,  indeed,  fucceeded  in  procuring  a  re- 
medy. He  knew  not,  indeed,  where  the  remedy  was  to  be 
found.  The  evil  arofe  from  the  people;  ^d  till  they  fhould 
be  made  fenfible  of  the  difeafe,  how  was  it  poflibleto  apply 
the  means  of  cure?  He  did  not  expefl  that  his  jefls,  that 
hafty  or  carelefs  expreflions  (hould  have  been  recorded  againft  ' 

him,  and  muftered  up  in  the  form  of  accufations.  And  yet 
all  this  was  done  under  the  ma(k  of  friendihip  !  He  had  been 
charged  with  inconfiftency,  but  he  defired  that  there  (hould 
be  (hewn  one  word,  one  expre/Tion,  one  a£^  or  occaiion,  ii| 
which  he  had  difcovered  the  fmaljeft  inconfiftency.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  the  Britifh  conftitution  might  in  fome  points 
be  amended.  But  had  he  ever  aflSrmed  that  it,  or  any  other 
human  conftitution,  might  not  ?  It  had  been  charg'  d  upoq 
)|im;  that  he  thought  it  necefTary  to  abufe  every  other  con  ft  i- 
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totion,  in  order  to  praife  the  Britifh.     Bat  had  he  erer  dtC*  i 
played  any  fuch  fpirit  ?     On  the  contrary,  he  ftiould  ncvet  j 
have  thought  it  necelTary  to  bring  forward  the  French  cob* 
ftitution  as  the  (bbjefb  of  animadverfion,  had  not  attempCI 
been  made  to  introduce  the  monAer  into  this  country.    He.^ 
had  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  now  appear^; 
as  fo  violent  an  advocate  of  the  French  conflitution,  fay, 
that  the  King  of  France  was  the  beft-inientioned  Sovcrelgo 
in  Europe.     This  King  might  now  be  faid  to  be  in  jail,     in 
confequence  of  his  good  nature,  indeed,  he  had  been  ruined*^ 
He  had  gone  on  from  conceffion    to  conceflion-— from  tht! 
grant  of  one  indulgence  to  another,  till  at  lail  he  found  him-^' 
felf  deprived  by  his  fubjeAs  of  his  own  rights,  thus  holding;-] 
put  a  memorable  lefll>n  to  all  Monarchs  to  he  watchful  i^ 
preferving  their  privileges,  and  cautious  in  guarding  againftij 
the  incroachments  of  their  fubjedls.     Politic::!  truth,  it  bad: 
teen  faid,  gains  by  difcuffion,  but  it  was  furely  not  that  f'rt^ 
of  difcuffion  which  had  taken  place  this  evening,  in  whicfe 
hisfa^Sls  had  not  been  allowed  to  be  produced,  and  his  afgtf 
ments  had  not  been  heard.     A  ferious  danger,  as  he  had  ftai«» 
ed  before,  and  would  now    r0|)ear,  was  to    be  apprehended^^ 
from  the  introduction  of  the  principles  of  the  new  conftitn* 
tion  into  this  country.     If  there  {hould  be  formed  in  ihil 
country  a  party,  however  fm^ll,  who  might  join  with  tbofil 
abroad,  what  evils  might  not  enfue  )    However  fmall  might 
be  the  party  inimical  to  theconftitutjon,  in  this  country,  yet 
they  were  not  lefs  to  be  dreaded  ;  they  would    not  want  tb^ 
fupport  of  numbers.     The  conftitution  of  this  country  leant 
to  Monarchy  :  it  was  necefTary  th.it  all  parts  of  it  fliouMbe 
defended  together.     All  the  par's  of  the  conilitution  had  now 
been  attacked.  I.il>els  were  circulated  againft  the  conllitutioa 
by  Societies,  who  affumed  the  name  of  Conilitutional.  Nay, 
Jibels  were  circulated  through  the  country  in  the  name  of  the 
Crown,  and  under  the  pretended  fanfbion  of  His  Majefty'f 
Minifters,  and  from  that  authority^  recommended  to  thepe- 
yufal  and  attention  of  the  people.     Such  libels,  liTued  in  the 
name  of  the  Crown,  and  eagerly  devoured  by  the  ignorant 
and  hot-headed  murtitude,  had  been,  in  a  great  meafurc,  tbf 
fource  of  the  evils  in  France,  ahd  their  progrefs  was  to  ht 

fuarded  agairift  in  this  country.  The  new  conftitution  in 
ranee  had  been  called  a  flupcndous  fabric  of  wlfdofin*  He 
had  thought  that  the  fight  hopourable  gentleman  had  ^i- 
feiTed  a  better  taile  in  archited^ure,  than  to  beftowthts  mag- 
nificent epithet  on  a  building  con^ppled  of  untempered  mor- 
tar. For  his  own  part,  when  he  faw  the  new  temple,  he 
wepr.  He  confidered  it  a^  the  work  of  Goths  and  VandalSf 
where  every  thing  was  out  of  place,  disjointed,  and  inverted. 
It  had  been  faid^  that  be  did  not  love  tefts :  yet>  if  his  inti- 
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pnskcj  fliouU  be  renewed  with  the  right  hononrable  gentleman* 
be  might  explain  to  him,  jthat  it  was  necefiary  that  fome  evil 
dhoald  be  fuffered  in  order  to  obtaj^  a  greater  good.     In 
fiance,  it  had  been  aflerted  by  the  right  honourable  gentle-* 
inpn,  prevailed  the  largeft  religious  toleration.     It  would  be 
lodged  of  what  nature  was  that  toleration,  when  it  was  un* 
jSmikood  tlvat  t,])erethe  moft  cruel  tefts  were  impofed.     Kay* 
lefts  were  impofed  for  the  moft  inhuman  of  all  purpofes,  in 
Mrder  to  deprive  thofe  of  whom  they  were  exadied  of  their 
M«ad.    The  treatment  of  the  Nuns  was  too  (hocking  almoft 
tpi  be  mentioned.     1  hefe  wretched  girls,  who  could  only  be 
^  "roated  by  the  moft  exalted  religious  enthufiafm,  were  en*  ' 
1  in  the  mod  painful  office  of  humanity,  in  the  moft  fa« 
doty  of  piety^  v i fit i ng  acd  attending  the  hofpitals.  Yet 
e  had  been   dragged   into  the  flreets;   thefe  had  been 
urged  by  the  foveieigns  of  the  French  nation,  becaufe  the 
left,  froin  whom  they  had  received  the  facrament^  had  not 
"bmitted  to  the  teft.     This  proceeding  had  pafled  not  only 
iponiflied,  but  uncenfured.     Yet,  in  the  country  in  which 
1  proceedings  had  happened,  had  bt:en  faid  to  fubfjft  the 
eft  religious  toleration.     Tlie  prefent  ftate  of  France  was 
limes  worfe  than  tyranny.     The  new  conftitution  wa^ 
%id  to  be  an  experiment ;  but  it  was  not  true.     It  had  already 
[feen  tried,  and  been  found  to  be  only  produ(dive  of  evils. 
^They  would  go  on  from  tyranny  to  tyraimy,  from  oppreffion 
fio  oppreffion,  till  at  laft  the  whole  fyftem  would  terminate 
fin  the  ruin  and   deftru£lion   of  that  miferable  and  deluded 
i  people.     JHe  ftated  that  his  opinion  of  the  revolution  in.  Ame* 
ifica  did  not  at  all  militate  with  his  opinion  of  the  revolution 
of  France.     In  that  inftance,   he  confidered  that  the  people 
:  had  had  fome  reafon  for  the  condu£l  which  they  had  purfued. 
!  There  was  an  expreilion  of  his,  which  had  been  taken  ex« 
ception  at — **  well-difciplined  troops.'*     He  only  meant  that 
^  every  body  of  men  who  aded  upon  a  method,  and  in  concert, 
were  well  difciplined.     He  was  forry  for  the  prefent  occaiion. 
Sufficient  to  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof.     Yet  let  the  evil 
be  to  him,  if  the  good  was  to  many.     He  hoped  that  they 
would  not  barter  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  the  eter* 
pal  jewel  of  their  fouls,  for  a  wild  and  vifionary  fyftem, 
which  could  only  lead  to  confufion  and  diforder.    \Vith  re- 
gard to  pretences  of  friendfhip,  he  muft  own  that  he  did  not 
like  them,  where  his  character  and  public  condudj  as  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  had  been  fo  materially  attacked  and  injured. 
The  French  principles  in  this  countrv,  he  had  been  told, 
would  come  to  fome  head.     It  would  then  be  perceived  what 
were  their-  confcQuences.      Several  of  the  gentlemen  were 
young  fnough  to  foe  a  change.    They  would  be  enterprifing 
tnoush  to  a£k  a  part.    It  would  iheo  be  leen  whether  they   , 
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fnfttild  be  korn«  on  the  top,  or  encumbered  in  thegrarcl. 
going  along  with  the  current,  they  would  moft  certainly 
icircrf  to  execute  and  approve  many  things  very  contrarjf 
their  own  nature  and  charafler. 
Wr.  Pitt  ^^  Chancellor  Pitt  fa  Id  he  rofe  to  take  notice  of  the 
extraordinary  fituation  in  wh  ch  the  Houfe  flood,  butv 
fay- only  a  very  few  words;  and  indeed  the  only  fuhjed 
which,  as  the  qoeftion  then  flood,  he  could  fpcak,  was  ^ 
which  excluded  him  from  going  into  any  debate  upon 
They  had  been  engaged  for  fome  hours  in  an  unfiniflied 
bate  on  n  cjueftion  of  order,  moved  in  the  middle  of  the  r' 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  on  the  queflion  of  re^i 
the claufeS  in  the  Quebec  bill,  paragraph  by  paragraph; 
the  qucftion  of  order  was,  whether  the  rigfjt  honourable 
tieman  fhould  be  permitted  to  go  on  in  an  argument  on 
fubjedl  of  the  French  revolution,  which  he  had  begun, 
had  been  frequently  interrupted  by  having  been  called 
6rder  by  different  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  H« 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  F( 
had  fpokeneprly  in  the  debate  on  the  queftion  of  order, 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was  diforderly  for 
other  right  hcnourable  gentleman  to  enter  into  a  difcui 
refpetSting  the  late  revolution  in  France;  and  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  himftlf  had,  in  his  own  fpeech, 
direflly  to  that  difcuffion,  and  the  Committee  had  iince 
two  fpeeches  from  each  of  the  right  honourable  gentl 
immediately  upon  the  fubjl6l  of  the  French  revolution, 
his  own  part,  he  had  all  along  been  of  opiniop  that  the 
honouniible  gentleman  who  opened  the  firft  debate,  had 
ftridly  in  order  in  introducing  his  opinions  on  the  Fi 
revolution,  when  fpeaking  on  a  luhjedl  of  a  conflituton 
be  provided  for  Quebec,  although  he  could  not  but  thi 
that  every  afperity  and  cenfure  on  that  event  had,  for  varii 
reafons,  better  be  avoided.  Circumftanced  as  the  Coromi 
then  flood,  he  faid,  he  felt  a  confiderable  degree  of  eral 
raflment;  Le  did  not  think  it  confiftent  with  decorutn 
move  any  amendment  to  the  queftion  of  order,  nor  that 
advantage  was  likely  to  refult  from  taking  the  fenfe  ofllij 
Houie  upon  if.  The  only  advifeable  thing  to  be  done,  iw<j 
to  withdraw  it;  but  to  that  there  was  clearly  an  obflad^ 
though  behoved  not  altogether  an  infuperable  one.  It  wl( 
nfual,  he  believed,  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the  mover  of  anf 
queftion,  previous  to  its  being  withdrawn;  but  in  the  pi^ 
fent  cafe,  the  noble  Lord  who  had  propofed  the  queftion  1»| 
withdrawn  himfelf.  His  having  left  the  Houfe,  howerc^ 
might  be  prefumed  to  b^  a  ptetty  ftrong  implied  confent  of 
the  part  of  the  noble  mover  to  its  bring  withdrawn,  sal 
tfaprefore  he  (hbuld  fuggeft  that  meafurc.     Mr,  Pitt  then  rt? 
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Hrred  fo  the  firft  debate^  and  faid,  that;  upon  the.i^neftion. 
liether  the  claufes  of  a  bill  be  read  paragraph  by  paragraph^ 
}j  gentleman  who  thought  the  general  principle  6f  the  bill| 
id  theprinciplt&of  the  claufeS)  fo  objeftionabld,  that  they 
mid  not  be  fo  modelled  and  matured  by  corre£iion  in  a 
pmoiittee,  as  to  be  made  fit  to  pafs,  was  undoubtedly  en- 
tlad  to  (late  his  objeflions  to  the  bill ;  and  therefore  he  had 
ought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  perfedtjy  in  order 
Xht  mode  Ke  had  adopted  ;  but  it  had  been  fuppofed  that 
bad  given  an  opinion  that  the  right  honourable  gen tleman^s 
{uments  and  dod^rines  were  not  to  be  fupported  either  by 
H,  or  any  of  thofe  honourable  friends  who  generally  voted' 
[Ch  him.  Now,  it  was  to  be  recolledted,  that  he  had  de- 
Bed  giving  any  opinion  whatever  on  the  fubjed,  and  had 
tfefuliy  avoided  doing  fo,  declaring  that  he  did  not  think 
proper  for  him,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  ftood,  to  en« 
into  dilcufTion  of  an  opinion  on  the  conditution  then 
ming  in  a  neighbouring  country.  With  regard  to  what 
i  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  of  a  miireprefenta* 
n  by  him  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  words  in 
N'mer  debate  on  the  Quel)ec  hi]!,  if  he  had  given  nny  mif- 
reientation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  fpeech» 
^d  given  it  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  own  wordsy 
lift  his  prefence ;  if,  therefore,  he  had  miftaken  or  miilated 
thing  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  it  had 
» in  his  own  power  to  fet  him  right  at  the  inflant,  and 
let  a  wrong  impreiRon  of  his  words  go  abroad.  Th« 
was,  that  in  difculiing  the  fubje£t  of  the  new  conditu- 
( for  Canada,  he  had  fuggefted  his  intention  to  propofe^ 
le  bill  in  fakSt  did  provide,  an  hereditary  Council,  in  imi- 
Ml  of  our  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  whereas  the  right  honourably 
jeman  had  fuggeiled  that,  in  his  opinion,  an  eledive 
picil  would  he  preferable;  and,  as  the  right  honourable 
leman  had  juft  been  talking  of  the  Governments  of  the 
pendent  and  United  States  of  America,  which  were  Re* 
ics,  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  conceived  that  the  right  honour- 
(entlenoaii  was  inclined  to  think,  that  a  greater  infufiQn 
publican,  principles  into  the  new  government  of  Canada 
Id  be  better  adapted  to  that  province  than  a  conftitution 
f  exsi£tly  fimilar  to  our  own  ;  and  therefore,  in  his  reply 
ad  given  his  fen  timents  again  ft  any  greater*  infufion  of 
blicanifm  into  the  new  conftitution  of  Canada  than  at^ 
nt  fubfifted  in  the  Britifh  conftitution.  That  was  pre- 
f  what  he  had  faid^  and  that,  he  conceived,  was  no 
ipreientation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  fpeech. 
>  the  publications  which  the  other  right. honourable  gen- 
in  had  ilated  to  have  been  d  fteminating  throughout  this 
irtr,  with  a  view  to  extol  the  French  revolution  and  itt        . 
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cottfeqtiences^    and  to  induce  the  people  to  look  into 
princ  pies  of  their  own  conftitution,  he  did  npt  Yentnre 
think  that  there  might  be  no  danger  ariiing  from  them; 
when  he  had  faid  that  hefavr  no  caufe  for  immediate  al: 
from  them,  it  was  becaufe  lie  wa«  of  opinion  that  they  vci 
the  i'ifs  dangerous  at  that  time^  fmar  he  could  not  thiakA 
F  reach  revolution,  or  any  of  the  new  conftitutions,  cot 
he  deemed  an  objedl  fit  for  imitation  in  this  country,  byaa 
fet  of  men,  or  chat  fuchan  attempt  fliouid  ever  be  made- 
There  was  fuch  a  fund  of  good  fenfe  in  that  Houfe,  and  (tN 
a  love  for  the  conftitution  j^planted  in  the  minds  of  A 
people  in  general,  that  he  faw  no  reafon  to  apprehend  ao 
one  revolution  in  this  country.     But  although  he  was  m 
defiroiis  of  going  with  tlic  right  honourable  gentleman  in  hi 
comments  on  the  French  revolution,  and  little  appieh^nfiii 
as  he  was  of  a  fi mi iar  revolution  taking  place  in  this  coon 
try,  yet  he  agreed  with  that  right   honourable  gentleman 
that  our  own  conftitution  w^  ineftimable;  and  that  notonl; 
no  other  conftitution  was  preferable,    but  that  no  olbe 
whatever,  as  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  theft 
curity  of  popular  freedori),  would  bear  a  moment's  comps 
rifon  with  it.     The  righ^  honourable  gentleman,  he  obfcrre 
had  intimated  that  he  was  to  receive  no  fupport  from  bi 
nor  from  any  near  him^  in  his  arguments  that  day ;  thebi 
was,  he  fard,  that  they  had  not  got  fo  hr  into  the  defaatq 
that   it  was  poffihle  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  H 
have  heard  from  him,  or  from  any  of  his  friends,  whetlie 
they  meant  to  fupport  him  or  not.    .Ho  had  already  declarfl 
that,  for  various  reafons,  he  did  not  wifli  to  enter  into  an^ 
diicuflTion  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  French  revolution;  and  r( 
hereafter,  there  fliouid  appear  more  furious  ground  of  appre* 
henfion,  that  there  was  any  dtfign  to  fu^vert  ourconftiro- 
tipn,  *ind  that  ground  ihould  he  ftated  by  the  right  honoof* 
able  gentleman,  he  (hould  not  only  receive  bis  warmeftani 
tpoft  effis{kual  fupport,  but  no  gentleman,  who  thought  ai hi 
did,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  refufe  his  fupport  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.     He  thought  the  right  honourabfe 
gentleman  entitled  to  the  .(gratitude  of  his  country,  for  haviitf^ 
that  day,  in  fo  able  amd  eloquent  a  manner,  (laced  his  fenfe 
of  the  degree  of  danger  to  the  confiiruiion  that  already  cxifWr^ 
<kni\  did  aHure  him,  that  although  he  was  of  opinion  that  our 
conftitution  was  capable  of  gradual  and  temperate  mrfiora- 
tion  and  amendment  in  fome  few  of  its  principles,  yet  fe 
fully  and  perfeftly  was  he  perfuaded  of  its  being  prcferabte 
to  that  of  any  other  conftitution  in  the  world,  that  hewooM 
corcVially  co-oper.ite  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
taking  every   poiShle   means   to  preferve  it,  and  delirer  it 
down  to  pofterity,  as  the  |beft  fecurity  for  the  profperity,  frtf*' 
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dom,  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifli  people.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,  Mr.  Pitt  hinted  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
them,  at  that  late  hour,  to  go  into  the  difcuffion  of  the 
daufes  of  the  bilL 

,    Mr.  Fox  immediately  rifing,  acknowledged  that  the  right  Mr.  Fox, 
honourable  gen  leman  had  given  a   pretty    fair   account  of 
what  had  pafled  the  other  day  upon  the  Qiiebec  bill,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  him  for  having  explained   his    meaning.     In 
the  proportion  of  having  the  Council  eleflive   rather  than 
hereditary,  he  declared  he  did  not  think  there -was  any  thing 
like  inftilling  republican  principles  into  the  new  conftitution 
fer  Canada ;  of  which,  he  was  fatisfied,  he  ihould  be  able  to 
convince  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft   fat 
down,  as  well  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman    near  him, 
when  they  went  into  the  debate  on  the  cbufes  of  thel  bill. 
When  that  day  cam«,  Mr.  Fox  fafd,  he  hoped  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  near  him  would  come  down  to  the  Houfc 
ind«join  in  the  debate,  as  he  was  anxious  to  get  to  praftice    ' 
From  theory  ;  and  whatever  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Umfelf  might  think,  all  his  arguments  that  day  had  been 
Here  theories,  and  nothing  elfe.     Mr.  Fox  declared  he  was 
tot  to  be  impofed  on  by  founds,  fo  as  to  be  flartled  at  the 
lame  of  republican  principles ;  there  was  in  our  own  confti- 
ntion  fomething  of  thofe  principles,  inafmuch  as  that  Houie 
ras  eledlive ;  but  it  was  ort  account  of  the  bad  ufe  of  the 
irord  **  repu'  lican,"  and  the  purpofe  to  which  it  might  l>e 
onverted,  that  he  had  been  anxious  to  have  his  former  at- 
iiments  explained.     1  hey  all  knew  that  the  word  **  repub^ 
icar>''  was  a  watch  word,  always  unfairly  applied  to  any 
lan,  when  the  objeft  was  to  run  him  down,  and  exafperate 
ie  country  againft  him.      He  fhould,  therefore,  be  glad 
^ben  they  came  into  the  claufes  of  the  hill,  becaufe  profef-  ' 
pns  of  principles  were  at  all  times  odious  to  him  :  and  in- 
led  every  body  might  know  his  principles  from  his  political 
fe,    having  never  attempted  or  wifhed   to  difguife  them. 
i^hen,  however,  they  came  into  the  debate  on  the  claufes, 
i  (houid  ftate  his  reafons  why  he  preferred  an  ele<9ive  to  an 
nreditary  Council  for  Canada,  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  not 
together  without  fuccefs. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  leave  the  chair, 
and  a£k  leave  to  fit  again." 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  wiflied  to  know  what  day  would  be  Mr.  PiBt. 
reeable  for  the  Committee  to  be  refumed^  and  at  length 
edfiefday  next  was  agreed  on. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Vol,.  XXIX.  Z  z  'Mondaj^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


354  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  179^ 

Monday^  ^th  May. 

I^f,  Mr.  Torkcj  in  confequence  of  the  notice  given  on  Fri* 

Yorke.    day,  rofe  to  make  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able the  judges  to  fend  and  receive  letters  free  of  poftage» 
This  motion  he  founded  on  two  grounds  ;  ift,  The  dignity 
of  the  judges  which  entitles'them  to  every  mark  of  coniide-' 
ration  ;  and,  andly.  Their  having  frequent  occaGons,  partico* 
larly  on  the  circuits,  to  fend  and  receive  letters  on  public 
bufmefs.    He  fpoke  with  great  refpe<S^  of  tKe  charaders  of  the 
prefent  judges,  and  faid,  that  from  the  dignity  of  their  office^  i 
their  elevated  rank,  and  a  variety  of  other  confiderationt 
every  poflible  mark  of  diftinflion  fhould  be  paid  to  them* 
He  mentioned,  that  the  commander  in  chief,  the  adjutant 
general,  and  other  military  characters  pofiefied  the  privilege 
and  therefore  it  appeared  the  more  lingular  that  the  judges^ 
to  whom  a  variety  of  letters  of  an  official  nature  were  ne- 
ceiTarily  fent,  (hould  not  have  had  the  privilege  extended  to^ 
them.     Mr.  Yorke  faid,  it  might  happen  that  a  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  not  a  Peer,  and  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  might  not' 
be  a  Member  of  Parliament,  and  yet  their  correfpondence  \ 
on  official  fubjefls  might  be  extremely  extenfive;  the  pro- 
priety therefore  of  giving  them  the  privilege  of  receiving  let* 
ters  free,  and  franking  their  own  letters,  feemed  to  him  to  be 
fo  obvious,  that  he  could  not  forefee'  any  objedion  to  his 
motion.     The  only  obje£lion  that  could  poffihly  be  made  to 
it,  was,  on  the  fcore  of  revenue ;  but  that  confideration  wouU 
not,  he  conceived,  weigh  much  again fl:  a  propofition  by  which 
the  revenue  would  be  fo  little  aflfedled.     He  concluded  with 
hioving*  *'  That  teave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
**  the  Lord  Chancell6r,  Lord  Keeper,  or  CommifHoners  for 
"  executing  the  office  of  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
^  Great  Britain,  the  Mafler  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  twelve 
**  Judges  of  England  (for  the  time  beine)  to  fend  and  re* 
^[  ceive  letters  and  packets  free  from  the  ofuty  of  poftage." 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  fecondfd  the  motion. 
Sir  John       Sir  John  Sinclair  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion,  bat  to 
Sinclair,    fuggeft  the  propriety  of  extending  the  bill  to  the  Judges  of 
Scotland.     In  point  of  revenue.  Sir  John  faid,  the  difference 
could  be  no  ol>je6b,  and  the  principle  was  the  fame  in  refpeft 
to  both  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Lord  Ad-      The  Lord  Advocate  fpoke  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  Sir 

vocat€.       John  Sinclair's  propofition. 

Mr.M.A.      Mr.  M.  A*  Taylor  faid,  he  was  extremely  forry  to  find  him* 

Taylor,  felf  obliged  ^o  differ  from  the  learned  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion,  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  who  feconded 
it.  He  knew  and  felt  how  extremely  unpleafant  it  was  for 
4^  man  to  oppofe  a  motion  which  profefled  to  have  for  its 

objed 
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objefi  the  doing  honour  to  men  of  fuch  high  and  refpeAable 
charaders  as  the  prefent  judges,  but  much  as  he  regretted  it, 
his  duty  muft  be  performed.     He  greatly  feared  that  the 
principle  of  the  learned  gentleman's  bill,  if  extended  at  all, 
'mud  be  extended  much  farther  than  either  the  learned  gen* 
tleman,  or  the  right  honourable, gentleman,  meant  it  to  be* 
The  privilege  of  franking  he  had  ever  underftood  to  be  the 
exclufive  privilege  of  Members  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  if  it  were  extended  to  judges  on  account  of  their 
I  official  chara£lers,  he  faw  not  where  to  draw  the  line :  juf- 
\  tices  of  the  peace  and  various  other  defcriptions  of  men,  con- 
ne£ted  with  judicial  proceedings,  would  naturally  expeft  and 
claim  the- fame  privilege.     He  bad,  about  fi^e  years  (ince, 
paid   particular  attention   to  the  fuhje£^,  and  therefore  he 
\  fpoke  from  ihformatbn,  when  he  afferted  that  fcarcely  any 
I  imeof  the  Judges  paid  above  three  pounds  per  annum  for  the 
;  poftage  of  letters,  packets,  &c.     He  ftated  the  cafes  in  which 
la  Judge  might  be  imagined  to  hold  an  oiEcial  correfpondence, 
I  Soppofe,  for  inflance,  that  a  Judge  leaves  a  certain  number 
I  ef  coiivifts  under  fentence,  and  application  is  made  to  him 
I  by  letter  in  favour  of  any  of  them,  in  that  cafe  the  Mar(hal 
;  or  projier  officer  pays  and  charges  for  all  fuch  letters. 

Again,  if  a  Judge  had  occafion  to  correfpond  with  the 
I  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  State  fends  an  anfwer 
i  free.     Let  them  look  to  the  cafe  of  the  Lords  of  Seffion, 
i  the  Lords  Juftices,  the  Welch  Judges,  and  a  variety  of  pthers 
\  who  had,  at  leaft,  as  good  a  claim  to  the  privilege  as  the 
Judges.  Did  any  man  think  of  giving  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing to  the  Sheriffs  for  the  time  being,  and  yet  Slieriffs  had  a 
vaft  correfpondence  in  confequence  of  their  office.      No 

i fudge,  he  was  fure,  paid  more  than  5I.  a  year  in  the  whole 
or  poftage.  Let  gentlemen  recoiled!  the  large  addition  made 
foroe  years  ago  to  the  falaries  of  the  Judges.  Neither  of  the 
Judges  received  lefs  than  a  net  aoool.  a  year,  and  fome  of 
thofe  belonging  to  the  King's  Bench  more  for  affidavits,  &c. 
With  regard  to  the  point  of  dignity,  did  it  add  at  all  to  the 
dignity  of  Members  of  Parliament  to  have  the  privilege  of 
writing  their  names  on  a  piece  of' paper.  No  man,  he  be- 
lieved, would  fay  it  did:  he  begged  the  Houfe,  therefore, 
would  a  little  confider,  whether  if  the  privilege  of  franking 
were  extended  to  the  Judges,  it  might  not  likewife  be  ex- 
tended to  Matters,  in  Chancery.  Mr.  Taylor  concluded 
with  faying,  that  he  would  not  declare  it  was  his  intention 
to  oppofe  the  bill  in  all  its  flages,  hut  he  wifhed  to  have  the 
quefiion  confidercd  abftraSed  from  the  charafters  of  the  pre- 
fent Judges,  whofe  condudit-  and  refpedlability  would  com-r 
Stand  almoil  any  thing. 
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Mr.  7orke^  in  reply,  fairf,  he  fhould  be  extremely  forry,i^ 
in  confequence  of  any  motion  of  hij»,  any  thtig  prejudicial 
to  the  Judges  (hould  be  fuggeAed.  With  regard  to  the ob- 
fervations  made  by  different  gentlemen,  it  would  be  time 
enough  when  the  bill  fhould  be  brought  in,  and  to  go  tot 
Committee  for  the  Houfe  to  adopt  any  alteration  or  amend- 
ment that  they  thought  proper, 

Mr.  Pawlet  faid,  the  privilege  of  franking  (hoald  cer- 
tainly be  confined  to  the  Members  of  the  two  Hoafes  i 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Baker  thought  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  re* 
Tenue,  no  meafure  tending  to  abridge  its  receipt  fhouU  be 
adopted :  as  it  was,  the  privilege  of  ftanking,  as  they  ail 
knew,  had  gone  to  a  very  fcandalous  length. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  geotk- 
tnan  could  point  out  a  remedy  for  the  ahufe  he  coropiiincd 
of,  it  would  be  thankfully  received ;  but  many  inconveni* 
ences  were  known  of,  which  it  was  eafier  to  mention  thintt  \ 
remove.  With  regard  to  the  motion,  he  did  not  think  tbt 
when  it  came  to  be  flated  as  a  queftion,  whether  the  JsdgS 
of  England  were  not  as  fair  objeSs  for  the  difiinSion  of ili 
privilege  of  franking  as  any  other  defcription  of  men,  d* 
there  could  be  any  poflible  objedtion.  In  a  pecuniary  poiC^ 
of  view  the  matter  was  merely  of  fo  trivial  a  conft<Ieritifl% 
that  it  was  no  obje6i» 

Sir  yidam  Fergufon  declared,  he  had  not  meant  to  &yt' 
word  on  the  fubjedl ;  but  if  the  matter  was  trivial  in  poitf 
of  pecuniary  view,  and  merely  to  be  confidered  as  a  maik<l 
dignity  and  diflin(E^ion,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  Judges,* 
both  parts  of  the  kingdom,  fhould  not  be  put  on  a  footifl|^ 
as  their  rank  was  equal,  and  tiieir  avocations  fimilar. 

Mr.  Burden  did  not  think,  in  the  prefent  fituationofdf 
revenue  of  this  country,  that  any  extention  of  a  privil^^ 
likely  to  diminiih  it  would  be  prudent.  1 

Mr.  Fox  cbferved,  that  if  it  was  merely  on  the  fcorc^i 
diflindlion  that  the  privilege  of  franking  was  wifhedtoil 
extended  to  the  Judges,  it  ought  to  be  remembered  thattH! 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  fome  of  the  highell  cha» 
ters  in  the  country,  had  not  the  power  of  franking  their  te* 
ters  during  the  interval  between  a  diiTolutionof  a  Pariiaiscatr 
and  the  choice  of  a  new  one.  j 

Mr.  Torke  fpoke  of  the  nature  of  the  correfpondencc  whidi 
the  Judges  had,  and  obferved,  that  it  was  not  very  uiiialw 
ohje6l  to  a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill;  hebofrff 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  would  ftfffer  the  bill  to  be  broojk 
in,  and  debate  it  when  there  was  a  fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  iWar/;«  faid,  that  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  extend  4t 
ptivilege  of  franking,  be  wilhed  to  foe  it  contradled,  b^ 
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certain  that  it  was  fhamefully  abufed.  The  advantage  of 
correfponding  with  the  moft  diAant  parts  of  the  country,  at 
fa  fmail  an  expence,  was  fo  great,  that  he  thought  no  perfon 
imght  to  refufe  to  pay  for  it.  Befides,  it  was  almoft  always 
for  the  benefit  of  the  rich,  and  thofe  who  could  well  afford 
to  pay,  that  the  privilege  was  exercifed. 

Mr.  Hiijfey  declared,  that  the  privilege  of  franking  was  a      Mr. 
privilege  of  which  he  was  afhamed,  and  had  rather  be  with-    HuEcy* 
rttit.     He  could  not,  he  (aid,  agree  to  accommodate  the  rich 
iat  the  expence  of  the  poor. 

The  Houfe  divided ; 

Ayes,  38  ;   Noes,  5a • 

I  Tuefdajf   lOth  J\4ay. 

i    Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  moved  that  the  petition  from  the  General  SirGilbcft 
[Aflembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  aS  of  25th  of  EUioc. 
iChafles  IL  cap.  2.  might  be  read  ;  and  they  were  accordingly 
|tead;  upon  which  he  rofe,  and  begged  to  ftate  the  origin  of 
|tte  petition,  in  order  to  do  away  every  opinion  that  the  pre^ 
|fent  application  had  arifen  from  party  or  policies  1  views  :  it 
I  kd  origirtated,  he  faid,  from  the  fuggeftion  of  an  individual 
in  Scotland,  a  private  charafler,  but  highly  refpefted,  who 
irasa  man  of  learning,  of  abilities,  and  efteemed  for  his  pri- 
tate  worth ;  he   was  a  Minifter  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland, 
biafled  by  no  party  motive,  but  liberal  and  unprejudiced,  at- 
tached to  toleration  and  to  religious  liberty,  who  had  been 
induced  to  fubrait  the  propofition  he  had  made  to  the  Gene- 
ral Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  confequence  of  an 
bbfervation  on  the  laft  debate  for  the  repeal  of  the  teft  a<5l« 
In  that  debate  he  had  obferved,  that  the  objeflion  to  the  re- 
peal was  moft  forcibly  urged,  upon  two  grounds,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  conclufive   in  favour  of  an  applicaticHi 
from  the  profeflbrs  of  the  doftrines  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland, 
to  be  relieved  from  the  Englfli  teft ;  and  thinking  it  a  fa- 
Yonrabie  opportunity  to  be  embraced  for  an  application,  h* 
Communicated  his  opinion  to  another  clergyman  of  the  kirk, 
and  with  him  drew  up  an  overture,  and  prefented  it  to  the 
General  Afl*embly.     That  overture  met  with  the  reception 
it  merited,  an  ample  difcuffion  ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  as 
might  be  expecSed,  an  unanimous  approbation  of  referring  it 
to  the  General  Committee  to  carry  into  eiFed  the  application 
the  Houfe  had  juft  heard  read. 

The  honourable  Baronet  argued  from  the  unanimity  of  th« 
G<»ncral  Aflembly ;  which  he  ftated  to  be  .1  conclufive  proof 
that  the  queftion  was  not  a  queftion  of  party,  but  that  i^ 
teftcd  wholly  on  its  own  merits.  The  application  was 
couched  in  the  moft  refpedlful,  terms ;  and  though  they  had 
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had  many  opportunities  to  join  their  caafe  to  the  caufe  of 
perfons  of  a  different  deTcrlption,  they  had  avoided  fuch  con* 
neftion,  and  confined  their  rep^efentation  to  their  own  gricv* 
ances,  con(ki£ling  their  application  with  as  little  agicatioa  . 
to  the  public  mind  as  poffihle.  He  was  aware  that  it  mig^C 
be  urged  againft  the  application,  that  the  Aflembly  of  the 
Church  had  travelled  out  of  the  ftridt  line  of  their  duty,  in 
reprefenting  what  might  be  confidered  a  civil  grievance  ;  bat 
Jte  contended  that  it  was  a  religious,  as  well  as  a  civil  griev* 
ance;  for  both  could  not  be  enjoyed  by  profefibrs  of  tht 
Kirk;  if  they  enjoyed  the  civil,  they  muft  abandon  the  ec- 
ctefiadical ;  and  if  they  enjoyed  the  ecctefiaftical,  they  muftj 
abandon  the  civil,  or  render  themfelves  liable  to  the  penal*' 
ties  of  not  complying  with  the  teft.  Their  application  fot 
redrefs  of  this  civil  grievance,  interwoven  with  the  ecclefiaf* 
tical  grievance,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  preferable  mode  to  cba 
convening  county  meetings  to  co-operate  with  them,  fince  iF 
(hewed  their  moderation,  and  was  an  additional  proof  thati 
they  were  not  urged  on  by  party  motives. 

Sir  Gilbert  ftated,  that  the  Committee  had  applied  by  letter' 
to  the  Minifter,  and  to  another  right  honourable  gentiemaaT 
in  the  Houfe  (the  Lord  Advocate)  but  had  not  from  the  for**! 
mer  received  any  anfwer,  though  from  the  latter  they  haA 

-received  a  difcour^ing  one;  this  difcouragement  he  did  not-^ 
expeft  to  hear  urged  againft  their  preffing  their  api^IicattoOi 
as  ofFenfive  to  the  Houfe,  for  the  right  of  any  of  His  Ma- 
*  jefty's  fubjedls  to  petition  againft  a  grievance,  depended  not 

upon  the  approbation  of  Minifters,  or  any  man. 

Having  thus  adduced  convincing  proofs  that  the  petitioa 

J)ad  not  its  origin  in  party,  the  honourable  Baronet  next 
begged  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  he  hin»felf  had  not  under- 
taken the  conduft  of  it  from  any  party  motives;  for  though 
he  was  not  afftamed  of  avowing  his  attachment  to  thofe  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  a£l,  in  the  prefent 
inftance  he  was  a^^uated  by  no  party  views  whatever.  He 
lamented  that  tjie  fubje6V  had  not  been  taken  up  by  fome 
other  gentleman,  that  it  might  have  been  handled  with 
greater  ability  than  he  could  pretend  to;  but  having  taken  it 
up,  he  would  exert  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  being  a  wcll- 
wiflier  to  that  part  of  the  country  from  whence  the  appli- 
cation came.  It  would  be  uhneceflary,  he  faid,  for  him  to 
enter,  at  any  length,  into  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  mo- 
tion he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  a  fimilar  fubjedl  had 
been  fome  time  fince  fully  difcuflTed  ;  andjt  was  lefs  neceflary 
now  to  enter  into  any  length  of  argument,  fince,  in  the  pre- 
fent feflion,  by  a  bill  that  had  goiie  through  that  Houfe  (the 
Roman  Catholic  bill)  a  proof  had  been  given  to  the  world 
that  they  pofTeiTed  tolerant  and  liberal  opinions.    He  would 
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therefore,  in  what  he  had  to  fay,  confine  himfelf  to  two 
principles^  which  he  fhould  iay  down  as  the  foundation  of 
his  motion;  in  fupport  of  which  principles  he  was  almoft 
afliamed  to  offer  argument,  they  being  in  the  prefent  •n* 
lightened  day,  univerfally  admittfd.  I'he  principles  were^ 
firil,  that  religious  perfecution  wa$  now  difclaimed  in  all 
jarts  ;  and  Secondly,  that  pain,  or  reftraint,  was  unjuft  for 
leligioMS  opinions,  merely  confidered  as  fuch.  Thofe  few,  he 
|£iid,  who  ftill  retained  any  particle  of  the  fpirit  of  religious 
: perfecution,  were  obliged  to  Ihelter  their  opinions  under 
|civil  policy,  and  the  public  good  ;  for  the  true  fpirit  of  reli- 
jgion  was  now  too  well  known  to  fuffer  the  fpirit  af  perfecu- 
lion  to  appear;  and  the  attributes  of  the  divine  goodnefa 
[were  alfo  too  well  known  for  an  idea  to  be  entertained  that 
mt  would  be  found  hi  his  fight  by  our  aifiidting  each 
(ther^  By  authority,  men  might  be  induced  to  difgtiife 
'  eir  opinions,  but  authority  had  no  hold  over  the  mind« 
?erl"ecution,  he  obferved,  had  made  hypocrites  and  martyrs, 
but  never  yet  made  a  convert.  Open  perfecution  was  now 
unknown,  but  its  fmaller  branches  were  juftified  occafionally 
wider  a  provifion  for  public  fafety,  into  the  juftice  of  which 
Principle  he  would  not  then  enter,  as  it  was  immaterial  to  his 
Eibje£l ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  admit,  for  the  fake  of  ar^ 
Ipiment,  that  it  was  a  right  in  Government  to  lay  them  un^ 
Ider  civil-reftriflions  for  religious  opinions;  in  return  for 
which  h<n«ould  aflc  to  have  granted  to  him,  that  a  govern- 
[inent  had  no  right  to  perfecute  for  religious  opinions,  but 
jivhere  thefe  opinions  were  known  to  be  dangerous  to  the 
[State. 

It  was  not  his  intention.  Sir  Gilbert  faid,  to  enter  into  a 
iiknH  )n  of  abftra6^  rights ;  on  the  contrary,  he  (hould 
carefully  avoid  fuch  difcuffion  :  he  was  warranted,  however, 
in  contendiiig,  that  no  citizen  whatever  ought  to  be  abridged 
of  his  rights  in  any  cafe  but  of  abfolute  necefEty  ;  when  that 
neceffity  ceafed,  the  reftriftion  becomes  oppreffion.  It  was 
not  the  hufinefs  of  any  one  to  prove  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
Veftriiled  in  his  right,  the  oftus  lay  on  the  other  fide,  for  the 
iieceiEty  ought  to  be  proved  by  thofe  who  impofed  the  re- 
firifiion.  On  the  two  propofitions  which  he  had  ftated,  he 
refted  his  caufe,  and  would,  only  aiTert,  (hortly,  that  Scot- 
land was  reflrii^ed  of  rights  without  any  ground  to  prove 
that  the  pofTeffion  of  thofe  rights  were  dangerous  to  the 
fiate;  and  that  (he  was  abridged  of  the  privileges  without 
any  ground  of  neceffity.  By  law  and  by  treaty,  Scotland 
had  a  feparate  church,  and  a  feparate  religion,  eflentially  dif- 
ferent from  the  church  of  England ;  by  the  Treaty  of  U  nion 
the  fobjedls  of  both  countries  were  to  have  a  free  commu- 
nication of  right  throughout  the  whole  united  empire :  but 
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how  had  they  fuch  free  communications  of  right?    If  the 
teft  a<Sl  was  fufFered  to  apply  to  the  Members  of  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland,  they  were  injured  in  both  their  civil  and  rcligiottt 
rights,  for  they  could  not  enjoy  both.     Here  the  honoar- 
able  Baronet  faid  he  flood  upon  ground,  and  called  upori, 
his  adverfaries  to  prove  that  Scotland  had  not  a  right,  bod 
fey  treaty  and  by  law,  to  enjoy  her  civil  and  religious  priri 
leges  in  equal   participation  with  the  fubjedis  of  Englani 
It  was  a  natural  and  a  laudable  ambition,  he  faid,  to  be  de| 
firous  of  taking  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  our  country  ;  it  w4 
an  ambition  that  ought  ever  to  be  encouraged,  for  by  tbaS 
ambition  was  produced  the  adiivity  and  energy  eflentiail 
neceflary  for  the  public  good.     Where,  he  aiked,  was  t* 
juftice  or  the  policy  of  any  governmeht  to  require  of  a  win 
people,  afacrificeof  fuch  ambition  ?  Where  was  the  polic 
of  prohibiting  a  whole  race  of  men  from  fighting  our  bal 
ties,  or  taking  an  adlive  part  in  our  Councils  ?     But  fuc 
was  at  prefent  the  cafe  ;  and  gentlemen  who  were  menahcfi 
of  the  kirk,  after  having  ferved  their  country  with  fidelity 
and  honour,  and  after  having  bled  in  her^caufe,  were  liable 
upon  their  return  home,  to  be  ruined  by  fines,  and  to  be  fub 
jeded  to  punilhments  fit  only  for  felons. 

He  would  not,  however.  Sir  Gilbert  faid,  wafte  the  tii 
of  the  Houfe  by  ftating  what  might  happen,  but   would  i 
mind  them  of  what  had  a£lually  happened;  he  iheri  ftatei 
the  hiftorical  fa6l  of  the  defenders  of  his  late  Majefty*s  caufc 
in  Scotland,  who  had  bled  in  that  caufe,  having  been  undet 
the  neceflity  of  being  included  in  the  general  pardon  to  the 
rebels.     The  injuftice  he  had  already  ftated,    he  faid,  in  hi| 
opinion,  entitled  him  to  fay  he  had  made  out  his  ca(e;  bat  hft 
would  proceed  fomewhat  farther,  and  look  for  every  ob/e£lioa 
he  conceived  likely  to  be  made  to  his  motion.     It  was,  he 
faid,  chiefly  depended  upon  in  oppofition  to  the  application 
of  the  Diflenters;  firft,  that  a  religious  eftablifhment  was 
neceflary  in  theconftitution  of  the  country:  and,  fecondlyi 
that  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution  depended  on  the  mainte*; 
nance  of  that  eftablifliment,  and  that  it  was  dangerous  to  ad* 
mitthofe  to  places  of  power  who  held  opinions  contrary  to 
the  eftablifhed  roligion.     Neither  of  thefe  objei^ions  could 
apply  againft  the  prefent  application;  they  had  the  dircd 
contrary   tendency.     Sir  Gilbert  profefled   himfelf  to  be  a 
hearty  friend  to  the  eftabliihments  in  both  countries,  and  de- 
clared, he  would  ever  oppofe  an  attack  on  either,  being  con- 
vinced, that  they  could  not  be  fuccefsfully  attacked  without 
danger  to  the  conftitution,    and  injury  to  both  countries. 
But  in  agreeing  that  religious  eftablifhments  were  neceflary* 
he  contended  that  the  eftabliihment  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland, 

was 
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f9ns  a  part  of  the  reijgious  eflablilhinent  of  this  countFy :  if, 
jithererore,  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  England 
profeiled  its  eAabliihment,  were  called  upon  to  take  the 
^"f^  of  their  church;  thofe  who  were  cnembers  of  the  Kirk  of 
>tl;uid,  and  likewife  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  ought 
to  be  called  on  to  perforni  an  afl,of  departure  from  the 
s  of  their  church.     The  argument  againft  the  Difienters 
the  danger  of  admitting  thofe  into  power  who  were  of 
Qions  boftile  to  an   eAabliiliment)    could   not  be   urged  . 
iiift  Scotland,  they  having  an  eftabliihment  of  their  own; 
it  was  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  eflabliibed  church  of 
land,  that  none  but  its  profeflbrs  iKould  be  admitted  into 
the  fame  fafeguard  might  be  claimed  with  juftice  for 
land ;  and  her  eflabliflied  church  being  part  of  the  eila«- 
iihed  religion  of  the  couhtry,  a  teft  to  that  eflablifhment 
^ht  to  be  deemed  equally  fufficient.     The  obje6lion  made 
the  repeal  of  the  teft  a<El  in  favour  of  feflaries,  namely, 
Uiat  they   would  be  attempting  more  and  more  for  the  pur- 
yok  of  overthrowing  the  eftablifhment  and  eredling  another, 
could  not.  Sir  Gilbert  faid,  apply  againft  Scotland,  for  if  the 
(toleration  they  prayed  was  granted,  they  could  aik  no  more, 
iKiving  already  an  eftabliihment  by  law.     He  faid,  it  might 
Reargued  that  tl>«  hands  of  the  Houfe  were  tied  up,  by  the 
treaty  of  union,  from  granting  the  prayer  of  the  application^ 
^<biit  this  he  denied,  declaring  it  to  be  left  open  by  the  a6l  of 
,linion  to  the  wifdom  of  future  time;  he  ihould,  however, 
if  the  articles  of  union  hatl  been   explicit  upon  the  point  of 
tftabliibing  the  teft,  deny  that  in  confequeiice  it  muft  remain 
[  to,  when  a  cafe  of  juftice  and  advantage  to  Scotland   was 
[.made  out,    for  it  not  to  be  fo  continued ;  his  propofition 
\  fcowever  was,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  treaty  precluding 
I  the  Houfe  granting  every  thing  now  afked,  to  prove  which 
he  would  read  the  particular  claufes.     bir  Gilbert  having 
read  three  or  four  claufes  to  prove  that  the  matter  was  left 
completely  open,    entered  into  a  detail  of  feveral  hiftorical 
fa^isof  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  and  Englifti  Parliaments, 
from  which  he  drew  a  conclufion,  that  the  exemption  from 
'  the  teft  was  confidered  to  be  contained  in  the  treaty.     Pro- 
pofitions  were  mpde,  he  faid,  in  the  Scotch  Parliament,  prior 
to  the  union,  to  infert  in  the  articles,    provifion  for  an  ex- 
emption againft  the  teft  a£^,  which  proportions  h?d  been  ne« 
gatived  :  An  exemption  was  however  made  in  Scotland,  from 
all  future  tefts:  by  which  it  was  plain  they  did  not  mean  to 
renounce  the  exemption  from  tefts  in  other  parts:  The  de- 
licacy of  the  times  rendered  it  ad  vifeable  for  themtoabftain 
from  explicit  declarations,  but  it  was  evident  and  clear  to 
bli6  that  they  had  left  it  cpen  to  the  conftrudlion  of  future 
Vol.  XXIX.  5  A  reafoa 
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reafon  and  juftice.     The   Parliament   which  negatived  the 
proviGon  for  the  exemption,  were  known  to  have  gone  upoft  < 
the  idea  that  it  had  been  provided  for  in  tbearticles  as  the)r 
flood;  and  the  fame  opinion  had  been  a£led  upon  by  the  Brr* 
tifh  Parh'ament.     The  queftion  therefore  turned   ai^ain  upott 
its  original  ground,  namely,  was  it  politic,  or  was  it  jufb  t 
dibfianchife,  and  difable   from  ferving  in  mihtary  and  othc 
offices,  a  race  of  men,  merely  hecaufe  they  were  attached 
the  relifg'on  in  which  they  h!id  been  bred,  and  which  was  \ 
cured  to  them  by  law  and  by  treaty?  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  co 
cluil'd  with  moving,  **  That  the  Houfe  immediately  refol 
*'  iilelfiiuo  aCommitrcfof   the  whole  Houfe,  to  confiA 
**  how  fai  the  provifions  of  the  faid  a(^,  which  require 
"  fons  holding  any  office,  ciVil  or  military,  or  any  place 
<^  truft  under  the  Crown,  to  receive  the  Sacrament  of  t 
«*  Lord's  Supper,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  church 
**  England,    extend,    or  ought  to  extend  to   perfons 
•<  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland." 
.  Mr.  Francis  feconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Mr.  Pulteney  was  of  opmion  that  the  motion  made  by  t| 

Pohency.  honourable  Baronet  was  ofi  a  very  diflFerent  nature  from 
for  the  lepeal  of  the   teft  aft  in    England.     He  obfei 
by  the  treaty   of  union  two  national   religions  were  effa) 
bliihed ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  it  never  was  the  intentia 
either  of  the   people  of  Scotland  or  of  England,  that  A 
members  of  the  church  of  Scotland  fhould  take  a  teft*     Tfa 
proceedings  on  that  fubje£t  about  the  time  of  the  union,  hai 
been  very  fairly  and  very  accurately  ftated  by  the  bonouraU 
Baronet.     If  the  teft  had  been  made  a  part  of  the  treaty,  thi 
uniop  could  not  have  been  effe£led,  and  therefore  it  was  ali 
lowed  to  lie  dormant.     But  the  church  of  Scotland  was 
of  the  two  eftabliftied  religions  in  this  country,  and  its  mem* 
bers  were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  members  of  th»j 
church  of  England.     It  was  impoflible,  however,  torccoodls^ 
that  idea  to  the  teft  aft.     If  it  was  a  matter  that  was  dange*] 
rous,  and  that  ought  not  to  be  granted,  in  God's  name,  Mr« 
Pulteney  faid,  let  the  petition  be  rejefted;  but  if  it  were! 
meafure  perfe^ly  innocent,  if  no  evil  or  mifchief  whatever 
could  arife  from  it,    why  fbould  it  not  be  granted?  If  the 
queftion  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  teftSid,  but  if  it  remained 
as  it  was.  in  that  cafe  he  (hould  think  it  tight  to  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  petition,  andconfider  how  far  the  prayer 
of  it  could,  with  propriety,  be  granted.     Mn  .Pulteney  (aid» , 
the  arguments  againft  the  repeal  of  the  teft  a^  were  chiefly 
two.     1  he  one  was,  that  there  was  a  hazard  iri  admittiiig 
thofe  perfons  into  offices  and  places  of  truA,    who  did  not 
conform  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  Engjiaod;  and  the  other 
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mas,  the  danger  that  naight  arife  from  the  corporation  a<Sb 
king  enforced.     Thefe  two  adts  were  not  taken  feparately, 
•fcut  together.     Neither  of  thofe, arguments,  Mr.    Pulteney 
contended,  applied    to  the  prefent  cafe,  for  the  members  of 
i  the  church  ot  Scotland  were  not  fe£baries,  hut  were  members 
l«>fa  church,  ef^ahlifhed  by  law   as  much  as  the  church  of 
JEngland   was,    and  confequently   they  were  equally  well 
[iljuaUfied  for  offices  and  places  of  truft.     Secondly,  with  re-     • 
d  to  the  corporation  ad^,  there  was  no  proportion  before 
he  Roufe.     It  came  then,  Mr.  Pulteney  faid,  to  this  very 
rt  propoiition,  namely,    the  church  of  Scotland  and  the 
lurch  of  Knglanc),  being  equally  eflablifhed  by  law,  and     ' 
th  being  equally  the  national  religion,  whether,  under  thefe 
rcnmftaaces,    the  members  of  both  churches  had  not  an 
ual  right  to  the  participation  of  every  privilege  and  ad- 
rantagef  as  to  the  Scotch  Clergy,  he  joined  with  the  honour- 
'  le  Baronet  in  hearing  teflimony   to  their  worth,  learning, 
i«md  abilities.     They  had  always  fliewn  themfelves  attached 
fto  the  Government,  theconilitution,  and  to  general  liberty. 
^hey  were,  in  general,  men  of  independent  fpirit  too,  and 
mat  fubfsrvient,  as  wasfometimes  faid  of  the  Englifh  Clergy, 
Id  thofc*  who  were  in  power.     He  therefore   thought  they 
■rere  entitled  to  the  panegyric  which  the  honourable  Baronet 
pbad  made  on  them,  and  that  their  petition  ihould  be  treated 
irilh  refpecl  by  the  Houfe. 

f.  The  Ltcrd  Advocate  for  Scotland  (aMy  he  thought  it  his  duty  Lord  Ad- 
[torife,  though  he  did  it  with  reluctance,  in  order  to  deliver  ▼ocatc  for 
|]iis  fentiments  on  the  fubjedl.  He  paid  great  refpeft  to  thofe  Scotland. 
|vho  bad  gone  before  him^  and  certainly  agreed  moft  heartily 
with  them  in  all  the.  praife  they  had  bellowed  upon  the 
Scotch  Clergy,  wbgrn,  from  his  knowledge  and  experience, 
be  believed  fully  merited  all  that  had  been  faid  of  their 
learning,  integrity,  and  abilities.  The  honourable  Baronet 
bad  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  think  that  in  bringing  forward  the 
motion  of  this  d:>y,  he  was  not  ^(Sbuated  by  party  motives; 
be,  for  one,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  honourable  Baronet, 
would  readily  acquit  him  of  any  fuch  intentions,  and  trufted 
that  the  Houfe  would  confiderhim,  in  whatever  he  might  fay 
in  oppofition  to  the  motion,  to  be  equally  uninfluenced  by 
motives  9f  that  nature.  In  arguing  this  fubjed,  which  he 
would  do  as  fhortly  as  poffible,  he  muft  begin  by  ftating,  that 
fince  the  union,  a  period  of  eighty  years,  no  application  of 
this  nature  had  ever  been  judged  neceflTary  to  be  prcfented  to 
Parliament,  till  the  laft  meeting  of  the  General  Aflembly  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  although  that  Aflembly  had  regularly 
met  in  the  month  of  May  every  year  during  that  period ; 
l|usbafty  manner  of  proceeding,  in  a  matter  of  fdmuchim- 
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portince,  and  which  had  been  fo  long  known  toexift,  withF-j 
out  tfven  a  fuppofc^  grievance^  till  for  the  firft  time  it  wa 
flated,  laft  fummery  was  certainly  one  reafon,  if  there  wa 
no  others,  why  he  would  oppofe  going  into  the  Committt 
now;  becaufe  he  thought  the  fubjeft  required  much* mo 
ferioasconfideration  and  diicufTion,  than  it  had  yet  receiv 
even  in  the  General  Affembly  itlelf,  before  it  became  Parlia 
mcnt  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  oft 
meafure  propofed.  Much  flrefs,  lie  faid,  had  been  laid  op 
theTinanimity  which  prevailed  on  this  fubjefi,  among  th 
clergy  of  the  church  of  Scotland  ;  but  he  denied  that  it  ef 
ifted;  and  he  begged  leaye  to  remind  the  honourable  Baron 
^haty  in  the  Committee^  appointed  by  the  general  Aflemb' 
•which  no  doubt  confifted  of  men,  who,  for  integrity,  ie 
ing,  and  genius,  were  the  fitted  to  be  upon  foch  a  C 
mittee,'  fo  far  were  they  from  being  unanimous,  that  th 
^xyere  nine  for  this  application  to  parliament,  and  eight  ^aia 
it ;  he  thought  was  another  very  ftrong  reafon  why  Ihe  Ho 
{bould  not  proceed  raihly.  He  muft  likewife  fay,  chato 
'  lidering  how  foon  the  enfuing  Affembly  were  to  meet, 
would  have  been  much  more  decent,  had  the  Committ 
prefented  their  report  to  them,  and  waited  till  the  fubjo 
had  been  more  fully  confidered,  before  this  application 
made  to  Parliament :  which  he  coirfequently  oppofed  as  | 
mature,  improper,  and  not  even  confiftent  with  the  an 
mous  wifhes  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland,  ^s  had  been  ftati 
Had  there  been  only  the  diverfity  of  opinion  he  had  mentioi 
in  the  Committee,  that  was  a  fnflScient  caufc  for  referrin 
the  fubjeft  again  to  the  General  Aflembly,  where  its  na 
was  beft  underftood,  and  having  it  properly  inveftigated,  ih 
grievance,  if^ny,  clearly  pointed  out,  ^he  propofed  redrel 
diftinSly  ftated,  and  the  whole  fyftem  completely  ripeoed|| 
before  any  application  of  this  ibrt  was  carried  to  Parliarocnf^ 
withoat  their  confent;  which  he  muA  think  to  be  the  cafc^j 
knowing  that  a  variation  of  opinion  (iqes  exift  amongftlhei 
Clergy,  and  on  this  ground,  the  Lord  Advocate  (aid  the  roo^ 
tion  fhoqld  have  his  decided  oppo>fkion» 

With  regard  to  thp  treaty  of  union,    and   what  had  beeti  _ 
faid  about  our  anceftors  not  wifhing  to  prefs  rhefe  queftiont 
at  that  time,  he  muft  beg  that  gentlemen  would  recoiled  the 
iUnation  in  whiqhthe  commidTionecs,  who  fettled  thSt  treaty,, 
were  pbced;  they  had  no  difcretionary  power   to  interfcrtL 
or  not,  in  fettling  the  eftablifhments  of  the  two  churches; 
on  the  contrary,    they  were  on  both  fides  totally  excluded, 
the  Englifti  commiffioners  by  an   a£l  of  tlie  Englifh  Parlia- 
ment, «nd  tlie  Scotch  commifGoners  by  an  aftof  tlie  Scotch 
Parltaqient^  from  entering  at  all  upon  the  difcui&on,ofanf 
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i\ffcrences  with  refppfi  to  religious  eftablifliments  in  either 
kingdom;   and  for  this  very   plain  and  wile    reafon;    thaC 
many  fchemes  had  been  thought  of  on  this   fuhjedl,  previous 
to  that  period,  which  had '  proved   abortive,    and   prevented  ' 
:  thfe  union  that  was  fo  much  defired  between  the  two  king- 
doms, which  made  all  wife  men  think,  at  that  time,  thaC 
fuch  attempts  had  been,    and  would  be,  the  rock  on  which 
we  fplit.     Nothing,  in  either  the  4ih  or  25th  articles  of  the 
union,  could,    in  his  mind,    apply  to,  the  reafon ing  which 
))ad  beeti  made  ufe  of  that  day ;  and  the  commiflioners  for 
i  fettlmg  the  treaty  of  union  having  no  power  to  interfere  with 
f  the  teft  a^Sl  at  that  time,  the  wifdom  of  the  two  Parliaments 
I  ))aving  declared  it  dangerous  to  the  objefl  in  view^  they  could 
y  not  make  any  proportion  to  that  effeft,  nor  had  it  ever  been 
I    thought  r.eceflary  to  make  any  fince.     As  to  an  equal  partici- 
\  pation  of  ci  V  i  I  rights  and  pri  v  ileges  of  Scot  chmen  goi  ng  to  En- 
[   gland,  and  Engliihmen  goipg  to  Scotland^  he  believed,  no 
I    body  would  (ay   that   it  was  not  fully  enjoyed,    although 
!    nothing  refpeflnig  the  teft  aft  was  comprehended  in  the  trea- 
\   ly  of  union.     He  therefore  never  could  agree  to  this-appli^ 
S   pation,  unlefs  fpme  neceflity  for   it  was  fliewa,  or  the  ex- 
|.   jftenccof  grievance fomehow  proved.     As  to  civil  offices,  he 
['   believed,  few  would  fay  that  the  Scotch  were  not  admitted 
i'.  to  their  full  (hare  of  them;    indeed  the   reverfe  was  much 
I    oftener  inCnuated.     He  woq14   follow  the  example  and  the 
wifdom  of  his  anceflors^  by  avoiding  all  difcuiiion  ofdiffer^ 
ences  on  opinion  that  could  produce  no  good  effed;  and 
owned  he  was  fully  content  with   the  acquiefcence  which  the 
church  of  England  gave  to  Scotchmen,  enjoying  offices,  by 
not  requiring  tefts*     He  had  only  one  more  obfervation  to 
make  before  he  fat  down,  and  that  was,  that  the  laity  of  the 
country  had  net  been  confulted,  nor  hud  they  made  any  com- 
plaint of  grievances;    a  circumftaiice  which  would  weigh 
ftrongly  with  him,    even  if  th^  Clergy  were  unanimous  in 
the'ur  opinions  concerning  it.     He  difapproved  of  taking  up 
this  matter,  after  eighty  years  experiejice  had  taught  any 
luch  interference  «nnece(rary,  and  concluded  by  giving  hi« 
hearty  di(rent. 

Mr.  Anjiruiher  rofe  to  fay  a  few  woixls  in  reply  to  what  Mr.  An- 
had  fallen  from  his  honourable  friend,  whofpokelaft.  With  ftruiher, 
regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  clergy  being  unanimous  on  this 
fubjefi.  however  the  Committee  might  di(Fer  about  the  mode 
of  application  for  redrefs,  certainly  the  General  AflTembly 
vas  unanimous  as  to  the  grievance;  which  a  reference  to  the 
petition  on  the  table  would  clearly  (hew,  as  it  contained  a 
copy  of  the  refplution  which  theAilembly  came  to  upoci 
^t  quell  ipn*    The  C^inmittee  themfelves  had  no  difference 
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on  this  point,  nor  had  they  any  power  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  it,  becaufe  the  order  of  the  General  Aflembly  referred 
only  to  ihem  the  mode  of  obtaining  redrefs,  and  a  majority 
of  them  had  thought  the  beft  way  was  by  an  appHcation  to 
Parliament,  which  they  had  adopted.  The  General  Aflem- 
bly had  determined  the  queil  ion  of  grievance,  which  his  ho- 
nourable friend  was  anxious  to  avoid  a  difcuflion  of;  becaufe, 
he  faid,  Scotchmen  enjoyed  their  civil  rights  and  privileges 
to  any  extent  in  England,  by  the  filent  acquiefcence  of  the 
church,  and  without  interference;  but  that  he  thought  was 
little  to  the  purpofe,  for  the  fault  was  on  the  ftatute  book. 
Why  will  you  have  laws  which  you  are  obliged  to  fufpend 
by  an  annual  z6\  of  Parliament,  or  rather  by  fufpenfion  from 
fix  months  to  fix  months?  It  is  true  that  Scotchmen  may  be 
in  civil  and  military  offices  in  England;  but  Aill  this  ai^ 
hangs  over  them,  and  they  only  enjoy  fuch,  without  the 
teil,  by  the  indulgence  of  this  uncertain  a£t  of  fufpenCon. 
His  honourable  friend  had  rather  miflated  theadl  of  the  two 
Parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland,  impowering  coro- 
miffioncrs  to  fettle  the  articles  0/  union;  the  z£t  of  the 
Englifh  Parliament  only  excluded  them  from  entering  into 
any  difcuilion  relative  to  alteration  of  the  liturgy,  rites,  or 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  and  certainly  this 
could  not  include  the  ted  a£l,  which  concerned  neither  the 
liturgy,  rites,  nor  ceremonies  of  any  church.  Before  the 
union,  Scotland  had  notliing  to  do  with  the  tell  ad,  while 
they  did  not  go  into  civil  or  military  fituations  in  England^ 
and  certainly  in  tlieir  own  army  or  navy  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

He.  argued  that  no  power  of  the  commif&oners,  nor  any 
article;  of  the  treaty  of  union,  had  confirmed  the  teftadas 
an  unalterable  imtnu table  law,  which  his  honourable  friend 
had  ftated  it  to  he.  The  zk6\  of  the  13th  Eli faheth,  with  re- 
gard to  the  church  eftablifliment,  and  the  aft  of  fuccefficn 
in  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  were  certainly  confirmed  by 
the  treaty  of  union,  and  was  unalterable,  and  to  comiouc 
for  ever;  but  would  his  honourable  friend  fav  the  fame  of 
the  teft  aft,  which  was  altered  every  year,  which  was  a  di- 
reft  contradiftion  to  any  fuch  idea.  The  teft  aft,  he  faid, 
never  was  made  to  proteft  the  church  of  England  againft 
Prefbyterianifm,  but  againft  the  Papifts.  Aft<»r  fome  obfcr- 
vations  upon  toleration,  Mr.  Anft ruther  concluded,  by 
flating  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  ireaty  of  .union,  to  give 
to  the  fubjefts  of  both  kingdoms  a  full  and  equal  participa- 
tion of  all  civil  and  military  rights  and  piivileges,  and 
therefore  he  wifhed  to  go  into  the  Committee  as  the  mod 
proper  way  of  difcuillug  the  fubjeft  fully. 
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The  Majler  of  the  Rolls  rofe  to  oppofe  the  motion,  and  en-  Mailer  of 

tering  into  a  long  train  of  legal  arguments,  confidered  it  as  the  Rolls. 

a  demand  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  comply  with.     He 

laid,  he  looked  upon  the  fuhjedt  to  be  of  as  great  importance, 

as  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  leemed  to  do;  but  he  thought 

any  attempt  to   repeal  the  teft  a<Sl,  as  far  as  it  regarded 

members  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  an  infringemient  upon 

the  treaty  of  union,  and  therefore  reprobated  tlie  do£trin«  ^ 

laid  down   that  day.     The  learned   gentleman,    who  had 

fpoken  laft,  feemed  to  think  it  might  be  altered  or  repealed 

at  any  time;  he  wiflied  to  know,  if  he  had  the  fame  opinion 

of  the  a<ft    13th  of  King  William.     In  his  own  opinion, 

after  the  treaty  of  union,  both  were  irrepealable. '   When  the 

a6^  of  occalional  conformity  was  repealed,  two  claufes  were 

\  propofed  to  be  introduced  for  protedling  Scotland  from  the 

;  tffed  of  the  teft  aft,  but  were  negatived.     The  Mafter  of 

i  the  R-oUs  went  through  the  hiftory  of  the  times,  juft  before 

the  aft  of  union  was  eflTeiSled,  and  mentioned  the  part  taken 

on  tliat  occafion  by  Lord  Cowper,  who  was  Lord  keeper  of 

I  the  feals  at  the  time;  deducing  from  the  whole,  that  the 

I  matter  had  been  maturely  weighed  originally,  and  ought  n6t 

I  to  be  changed  without  fome  very  ftrong  cafe,  indeed,  could 

;  be  dated  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  entertain  fuch  an  idea.     He 

'  however,  allowed  that  the  Scotch  clergy  deferved  all  the 

I  praifes  that  had  been  bellowed  on  them. 

•  Sir  ^^^171  Fergufon  rofe  to  take  notice  of  the  expreffion  of  5;^  Adaw 
'  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  who  had  juft  fat  pcrguloa. 
'  down,  who  had  called  the  application  a  demand.  A  demand 
made  in  a  difrefpe£tful  manner,  Sir  Adam  faid,  he  always 
would  refift;  but  he  muft  beg  leave  to  differ  a  little  from  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  on  the  prefent  occafion ; 
for  there  fu rely  was  nothing  peremptory  or  difrefpeflful  in 
the  prefent  application.  Sir  Adam  then  proceeded  to  declare 
that  he  was  as  little  influenced  by  party  motives  as  any  of 
bis  honourable  friends  who  had  fpoken;  and  thought  it  his 
doty  to  fpeak  upon  the  queftion  which  had  been  fo  ably 
treated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  in. 
His  honourable  friend  oppofite  to  him  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
bad  faid  that  the  laity  of  Scotland  had  not  been  confulted^ 
nor  had  they  complained;  and  that  their  opinions  ought  to 
have  confiderable  weight,  even  if  the  clergy  were  unani- 
mous. From  the  very  conftitution  of  the  General  Allimblyy 
he  imagined  that  a  very  great  and  a  very  well  informed  part 
of  the  laity  had  an  opportunity  of  difcufling  and  giving 
their  judgement  upon  this  meafure.  He  was  not  a  Member 
of  the  General  Affembly  himfelf,  but  he  knew  that  many  r^- 
fpedable  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  and  belonging  to  Scot- 
laad,  were  Members  of  it.    There  certainly  were  fettled  by  . 
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the  treaty  of  union  two  (lifiin£k  churches  for  Scotland  and 
England;  but  he  did  not  believe^  tbat  any  man  would  by 
there  were  two  different  religions  eJlabiiilied  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.    The  fad^  was,  that  their  do£trine  was  the  fame,  and 
the  only    difference  was    in   ceremomes^  and   the    form  oi 
church  government;  and  he  contended,  that  the   Memhefl 
of  lK>th  churcivss  were  equally  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  tbft 
union,  without   renouncing   the   eAablill^d  religion    of  the 
country,  in  which  they  were  bred;  for  certainly    it  nevcf 
could  be  meant  that  a  man  fhould  be  debarred  from  civE 
ofBces  in  any  part  of  the  country^  becaufe  he  did   not  talm 
the  teft  impot'ed  by  another  part  of  the  country,  which  he: 
could  not  do,  without  renouncing  the  religion  he  had  beeiv^ 
brought  up  to.     All  the  meaning  of  a  qualification,   he  con- 
fidered  to  be  a  folemn  declaration,  that  he  does  belong  to  tte 
eilablifhed    religion  of  the   country,  and    is  intended    as  s 
check  on  Popilh  recuiants,  and  not  on  Prefbyterians.    Witk 
regard  to  the  teil  ad,  he  (aid,  Scotland  had  nothing  rod# 
with  it  before  the  union,  for  thf  a  Scotland  was  a  kingdoi% 
as  foreign  as  any  other  to  England.     The  Scotch  had  o« 
f^ils,  and  wifely  avoided  them,  yet  his  honourable  frien^. 
from  his  official  fituation,  muft  be  a  Member  of  the  Genenil 
Affembly,    and    mufl    there    make    a   folemn   declaratiof% 
(iironger,  in  his  opinion,  than  an  oath)  that  he  belonged  t^  ] 
the  church  of  Scotland,  and  wouid  adhere  to  it^  doCtrio^i 
and  difcipline.  ,  Now,  if  his  honourable  friend  was  to  beap*^ 
pointed' to  any  official    Gjtuation  in  tliis  country,  he  moft 
take  the  facrameiu  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of 
England;  and  it  perhaps  might,  to  him,  be  a  difficult  iitua* - 
tion  to  be  in.     For  his  part,  he  could  fee  no  obje<5lioD  U$  ' 
communitating  with  the  church  of  England,  though  he  bsd 
been  bred  to  the  church  of  Scotland;  but  neither  he,  nOr,  be 
believed,  his  honourable  friend,  would  chufe  to  make  a  f(H 
lemn  declaration  that  they  belonged  to  a  church,  which  they 
had  before  made  a  fimilar  declaration  they  did  not  beloi^ 
to.    The  honourable  Baronet  concluded  his  fpeech  with  fooe 
farther  obfervations  on  the  treaty  of  union. 
Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  fa  id,  he  could  not  give  a  {ilent  vote  on  a  mo^ 

Duiidfts.  x\on  to  which,  though  made  in  confequence  of  an  applicar 
tion  from  a  body  of  nven  whom  he  had  long  known  to  bi^ 
perfons  of  the  moft  worthy  charader,  refpedable  for  their 
learning,  atid  the4)urity  of  their  lives,  and  zealoufly  attacfar 
ed  to  the  Britifh  conAitution,  he  muft  give  a  decided  nega- 
tive; and  were  he  to  agree  to  the  doArines  which  he  had 
heard  that  day,  he  muft  conceive  himfelf  endearoariog  te 
get  the  better  of  a  treaty,  by  which  he  and  his  country  hid  ! 
obtained  benefits  and  enjoyed  privileges,  which  they  oog^t 
never  to   forget  or  treat  with  ingratitude.     As  a  Scotd^  ' 
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Member  of  Parliament,  and  confidering  himfelf  as  a  repn 
fentsurive  of  this  conDtry  too,  he  muft  fay,  that  if  fuch  al 
tampts  prevailed  Qr  fucceeded,  the  diflenters  of  England,  oi 
the  refiifal  that  had  been  given  to  their  different  application 
far  a  repeal  of  the  teft  SL&y  had  been  unjuAly,  harflily,  an< 
csoeUj  ufed  indeed.     As  fo  much  had  been  faid  about  th 
teft  zat,  and  the  treaty  of  union,  he  muft  take  the  liberty  o 
bating  to  the  Houfe  the  true  and  precife  fltuation  in  whici 
Scotland  was,  with  regard  to  the  teft  ad,  as  that  period  o 
If&orjf  which  he  well  knew  the  right  honourable  Baronet 
who  (poke  laft,  was  not  unacquainted  with.    It  was  certain 
''  h  known  to  the  Scotch  nation,  that  the  teft  aGt  exifted  it 
,  England,  as  the  debates  that  enfeed  in  their  own  Parlia 
flMBt,  previous  to  the  fettlement  of  the  treaty  of  union 
dearly  demonftrates.     For  when  the  articles  of  the  treat] 
\  were  fent  to  Scotland,  and  before  they  were  returned  to  En 
gland,  feveral  propoiitions  were  made  in  the  Scotch  Parlia 
I  jneot  for  relieving  the  Scotch  from  the  efft€t  of  the  teft  a£t 
I  vhich  were  all,  alter  ferious  dd>ate,  rejeAed;  and  in  order  t( 
prove  why  they  were  rejected,  and  the  propriety  of  thai 
condufl  in  the  Scotch  Parliament,  he  would  plainly  ftat< 
who  were  the  parties  that  wiihed  to  infert  that  article  intc 
the  treaty  of  union.     The.  party  who  wiibed  not  to  infer! 
tbt  article,  confifted  of  thofe  who  werje  friends  to  the  revo 
lotion,  friends  to  the  revolution  principles,  friends  to  tli( 
Hanoverian  fucceffion,  and  friends  to  the  treaty  of  union 
Id  ihort,  they  were  all  the  great  whig  families  in  the  coun* 
try.    On   the  other  fide,  thofe  who  wiflied  to  have  'th< 
Scotch  relieved  from  the  teft  a£l,  were  the  enemies  to  iht 
revolution,  the  enemies  to  the  •  revolution   principles,  th< 
enemies  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  thofe  who  wanted  tc 
impede  and  prevent  the  treaty  of  union;  and  what  wiis  more, 
confifted  of  people  who  were  no  friends  to,  nor  held  an) 
comiDttnion  with,   the    church   of   Scotland.     This,    Mr. 
Dundas  ftated,  came  out,  by  publifliing  the  names  of  thofe 
who  divided  on  the  different  propofitions  that  had  been  de- 
hated  in  their  own   Parliament,    fo  that  the  truth  being 
Icnown,  they  a£led  like  wife  men,  and  diftinguiflied   theii 
friends  from  their  foes,  by  which  means  the  union  wa! 
hroQght  about,  and  the  conclufion  certainly  was,  that  if  s 
different  condod  had  been  purfued,  no  union  would  have 
taken  pUce.    Thus,  the  Scotch  being  fully  informed  con- 
OBming  the  teft  a£t,  previous  to  the  union,  and  having  vo- 
luntarily agreed  to  it,  any  attempt  to  get  free  of  it  now, 
Wonld  be,  in  his  opinion,  playing  a  fliameful  game  at  fad 
and  loofe  with  England,  and  retreating  from  our  contra£l 
after  we  had  got  poflieffion  of  great  and  invaluable  benefit 
which  file  could  not  retake  from  us«    In  public  tranfa&ionc 
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it  wi$  1  kind  of  chicane,  which  gentlemen  would  nem  tl* 
low  themfelves  to  be  gfuilty  of  in  private  conduA.  WMi 
regard  to  the  declaration  made  in  the  General  Afleaibly,.flA 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  certainly  Idi 
iigned  fuch  an  one;  and  when  he  accepted  another  off  *  * 
(ituation  in  this  country,  had  conformed  to  the  teft  ad; 
would  not  allow  that  his  doing  the  latter  was  any  dereli^ 
of  the  religion  that  he  had  declared  himfelf  to  adhere 
.but  only  fliewed  his  opinion  to  be  againfl  any  objeAioni 
communicate  wi*h  the  church  of  hngland,  and  that 
thought  each  of  the  churches  beft  adapted  to  the  country 

which  it  was  eftablifhed. There  were,  he  faid,  no  te 

in  Scotland;  and  when  a  counter  teft  had  been  propofed»^ 

was  very  wifely  refufed;  and  for  this  reafon;  that  the 

blifhed  religion  of  the  country  had  nothing  to  fear 

epifcopacy.      **  No,"    faid   the   fages  of    the   Preftytt 

church,  *'  we  have  nothing  to  fear — our  church  is 

^<  from  all  attacks — its  foundation  is  folid  and  tmpregi 

f*  for  it  is  built  upon  the  rock  of  poverty,  and  is  not  ta' 

f*  {haken,  even  when  affailed  by  the  moft  violent  winds, 

«*  boifteVous  florms.     But  fardiffeient  is  the  fituationof 

**  Englifh  church;  (he  has  her  Archbiftiops,  Bishops, 

•*  Dignitaries,  extenfive  fees,  and  profitable  livings;  and  wl 

<*  ftie  obferves  fo  many  of  us  poor  Prefbyterians  crofling 

f*  borders,  and  pmetrating  into  her  heft  provinces,  has 

«*  reafon  to  be  alarmed,  and  of  courfe,  more  need  for  I 

Mr.  Dundas  enlarged  upon  this,  and  took  notice  of  tijc 

ment  of  Sir  Adam  Fergufon  and  feveral  other  gcntfcoi 

who  had  fupported  the  motion,  to  which  he  faid  he  felt  W 

felf  obliged  to  give  a  dire©  negative. 

Mx.  Fox.       Mr.   Fox  next  rofe  and  faid,  that  although  he  had  u 

duced  a  motion  for  the  general  appeal  of  the  teft  aft, 

bad  dciclared  himfelf  ready  to  move,  or  to  fupport  f«cha 

tion,  as  often  as  tliofe  who  felt  themfelves  aggrieved  by  ttt 

aft,  fhould  think  proper  to  bring  it  forward,  he  could  ifl' 

wifhed  rather  to   hear  the  arguments  of  other  gentW 

on  the  prefent  occafion,  than  to  repeat  arguments  whichli 

himfelf  had  perhaps  already  ufed.     There  were  in  thi$c«*5 

try  various  defcriptions  of  men,  with  rcfpedk  to  theopiw^ 

they  entertained  on  religion  :  Some  profefled  thcmfd^** 

friends  of  toleration  in  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  word;  6>J 

of  toleration  in  a  limited  fenfe;  fome  of  eftaWi(hmcnt%  iJJ 

fome  of  public  worfhip  independent  of  eftabliflirnents.  *• 

profefled  himfelf  the  friend  of  toleration,  without  any  "JJ 

ftriftion,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  an  eftablifhcd  church^ 

every  argument  that  could  be  advanced  in  fupport  of  «^ 

was  applicable  to  the  fupport  of  tl\e  prefent  motion.  J*^ 

withft^nding  all  that  had  been  faid  of  the  hiltery  of  «^ 

3  ^  ^"^ 
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Qoion,  the  difcuffions,  and  the  ads  of  Parliamenf,  that  prt- 
ceded  itf  there  appeared  to  him  a  coniiderable  degree  of 
doubt)  whether  the  teft  zSt  did  or  did  not  apply  to  Members, 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  therefore  he  thought  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  to  enquire  how  the  law 
flood,  extremely  proper.  Thofe  who  contended,  that  by  the! 
ad  of  union  the  teft  ad  was  meant  to  apply  to  Members  of 
the  chuitrh  of  Scotland,  viewed  the  queftion  only  on  one 
fide.  They  called  in  the  evidence  of  hiftory  to  prove,  that 
if  ft  had  been  underftood,  that  the  teft  ad  was  not  to  be  thus  ^ 

applied,  the  people  of  England  would  not  have  confented  to 
the  union.  It  was  juft  as  fair  for  him  to  take  tjie  other  fide, 
and  contend,  that  if  it  had  been  underftood  that  the  teft  ad 
was  h  to  apply,  the  people  of  Scotland  would  not  have  cofl- 
Gmted.  That  Scotland  had  derived  great  advantages  from 
the  union,  would  not  now,  he  apprehended,  he  called  in 
queftion.  That  England  had  alfo  derived  great  advantages, 
was  no  lefs  certain.  The  advantages,  perhaps,  were  equal; 
bat  it  was  no  panegyric  on  the  ad  of  union,  that  the'preju-^ 
dices  of  both  countries  were  fo  ftrong  at  the  time  of  conclud- 
ing iu  as  to  prevent  the  fair  and  open  difcuffion  of  all  the 
confiderations  that  ought  to  have  entered  into  it.  It  had  al-  • 
Irays  been  contended  by  the  violent  friends  to  the  teft  ad^ 
and  the  violent  friends  to  that  ad,  (without  having  taken 
much  pains  to  enquire  who  they  were)  he  fincerely  believed 
to  have  been  generally  the  enemies  to  every  thing  that  was 
|reat  and  good;  had  always  infifted  upon  it,  as  fo  intimately 
conneded  with  the  civil  and  religious  conftitution  of  the  ' 
country,  that  it  could  in  no  cafe  be  given  up;  and  therefore 
that  it  muft  neceflarily  have  been  included  with  refped  to 
Scotland  in  the  ad  of  union.  Mr.  Fox  then  went  over  the 
Baterial  circumftances  of  the  union,  from  which  he  inferred^ 
Jiat  the  point  was  at  leaft  doubtful.  There  was  no  mention 
nf  the  teft  in  the  ad  of  union,  and  fuppofing  that  there  had 
leen  a  teft  in  Scotland  previous  to  the^nion»  of  which  alfo 
10  mention  was  made,  would  it  hav2  ztfo  followed  that  fuch 
i  teft  muft  apply  to  both  countries?  This,  he  thought, 
vould  hardly  be  maintained,  certainly  would  not  have  been 
IS  ftrong  in  the  one  cafe  as  it  was  in  the  other. 

People  in  this  country  were  too  apt  to  cohfider  the  people 
»f  Scotland  as  having  come  to  them ;  as  having  been  an^^ 
lexed  to  the  Crown  of  England  in  the  nature  of  a  province; 
whereas,  in  fad,  the  two  countries  treated  and  contraded  as 
wo  independent  kingdoms,  which  ^b^y  really  were;  and 
rbatever  right  or  privilege  was  fecured  to  the  one,  was 
c|iially  fecured  to  the  other.  The  cftablifhnlent  and  de- 
bription  of  the  church  of  Scotland  was  as  much  fecured  in 
iw,  aks^thedftabliftiment  and  defcriptioo  of  the  church  of 
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England.  They  were  very  properly  put  uponequal 
Was  it  coniiftent  with  this  equaiityy  that  a  member  of  Hm 
church  of  bcotland*  as  a  qualification  for  a  poft  as  aa  Efl^ 
li(h  officer^  not  for  an  officer  in  the  Englifb  choricfay  or  m 
£ngli(h  corporation,  but  a  Britifli  officer^  ait  oficor  ia  tke 
Britifli  army  or  navy^  fhould  make  a  folenm  profeffioo  of 
attachment,  not  to  the  eftabliihment  of  the  churdi  of  Sofife* 
land,  but  to  that  of  the  church  of  England  ?.  It  never  cadbl 
be  the  intention,  as  a  right  honourable  gentlenaan  (Mr*  Thaar 
das)  had  explained  it,  that  members  of  the  two  eftablifluneatt 
ihould  communicate  with  either.  It  was  never  HQ^erftood' 
Chat  a  member  df  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  order  to  enjof 
the  advantages  of  the  union^  ihould  communicate  with  dii 
church  of ,  England*  He  was  told,  that  the  members  of  dit 
church  of  Scotland  had  no  objection  to  communicate  wA 
the  church  of  England.  This  he  could  neither  admit  mm 
deny,  on  any  knowledge  of  his  own ;  but  he  well  knew  iktt 
the  other  part  of  the  pofition,  were  this  motioii  ever  W 
eome  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  the  heads  of  dMf 
efaarch  of  England  were,  would  be  formally  iaiiei  tkedkr 
.  Now  how  was  the  line  of  diftin£^ion  to  be  drawn?  By  aoftr  i 
tural  or  geographical  limit  ?  If  a  man  to  the  nortb^of 
Tweed  accepted  of  an  imperial  office,  he  was  not  to 


nrcate  with  the  church  by  law  eftabliflied  there;  Imt  if  Ir 
accepted  of  the  office  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed,  he  wflk 
required  to  do  fo,  under  heavy  pains  and  penaltiet,  Thefs 
was  no  law  to  prevent  the  King  from  refiding  rn  ScMbuytf  , 
Suppofe  he  were  to  do  fo,  he  mtglit  appoint  ill  his  officers  flf 
ftate,  without  any  one  of  them  being  obliged  te  qualify  ac« 
cording  to  the  teft  aS,  and  let  in  all  the  imaginary  dsmgen 
to  church  and  ilate,  agarnft  which  he  was  held  up  as  dli 
impregnable  barrier.  A  perfon  receiving  His  Majefly's  er* 
de<'S  to  raife  a  regiment  in  Scotland,  might  there  aippoint  lA 
his  officers  without  any  teft ;  but  the  moment  they  caias 
mto  England  they  muft  take  the  teft  within  a  time  Rmittig 
or  incur  the  penalty  of  outlawry.  But  it  had  been  fiiid,  as 
the  law  was  never  enforced,  thele  inconvemencies  were  raeis 
theories.  \f  it  were  not  enforced,  why  fuffer  it  to  remain? 
for  a  law  not  executed  is,  if  poffible^  more  theoretic  than 
theory  iti'elf.  The  penalties,  however,  were  not  theeietic^ 
fcecaufe  not  enforced.  Then*  execution  depended  neither  oo 
the  church,  nor  on  the  government,  but  on  the  will  of  any 
malicious  perfon  who  might  choofe  to  turn  informer,  if)  in- 
deed, it  was  fair  to  call  any  man  malicious,  for  doing  what 
the  law  directed  him  to  do^  and  held  out  a  reward  for  dinng. 
Of  ail  the  penal  ftatutes,  the  conft^t  defence  was,  that  diqr 
were  not  executed ;  a  very  irrational  defence  to  be  fuce;  ana 
tliis  was  ftrengthened  by  a  demand  of  ^^ifaew  medlepf«^; 
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lica*    Thank  God,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  coald  not  fliew  the    ' 
pndice.     The  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  had  taken  care, 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  practice  (hould  not  appear;  but 
tiitre  could  not  be  a  ftronger  argument  that  they  were  not  fit 
fo  remain  as  laws  than  the  general  concurrence  of  mankind, 
that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  aded  upon«    But  they  were  re- 
tained  for  the  fafety  of  the  church.     It  was  an  ill  compli-^ 
ment  to  the  church  of  England  to  fay,  that  flie  could  not 
fupport  berfelf  by  the  purity  of  her  do(Srines,  and  the  good 
example  of  her  members,  without  a  provifion  by  Jaw  ;  that 
not  only  all  thofe  educated  in  her  bofom,  but  thofe  educated 
in  the  bofom  of  another  church,  Ihould  make  a  profefiion  of 
attachment  to  her,  as  a  qualification  for  civil  offices;  while 
the  church  of  Scotland,  her  neighbour,  not  only  required  no 
iach  proteflion,  but  apprehended  no  danger  from  her  fons  be- 
ing obliged  to  profefs  attachment  to  another,  in  order  to  en^ 
joy  the  common  rights  of  fubjedls.     A  right  honourable 
mtleman  had  faid,  that  the  church  of  Scotland  was  fecure 
m  her  poverty,  which  dreaded  no  attack.     Had  he  any  rca- 
;   (on  to  believe,  from  the  hiftory  of  his  country,  that  poverty 
Was  an  adequate  protection  ?  Wa^  no  attack  made  upon  her 
%y  the  epifcopal  bigotry  of  Charles  I.  ?   Was  none  to  be  ap- 
^hended  from  the  Roman  Catholic  bigotry  of  James  II.? 
Was  not  the  fear  of  fome  fuch  future  danger  as  rational  a 
fair,  as  that  kept  up  by  the  clamour  of  fa£lion  for  the  fafety 
•f  the  church  of  Eugland,  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  a  cla- 
mour to  which,  fortunately.  Parliament  did  not  liften?  Both 
weie  now   equally  imaginary ;    what    reafonablic  obje<5lion 
could  then  remain  to  difcafs  how  the  law  flood  in  confe- 
ooence  of  the  Union.     As  a  friend  to  an  eftabiilhed  church, 
oewas  an  enemy  to  the  diftinftion  which  the  teft  fet  up  be- 
tween the  two  eftablifhed  religions  of  the  country  ;  for  what 
wa  the  confequence  ?    If  a  man  born  in  one  part  of  the 
kingdom  qonfonned  to  the  law  and  religion  of  the  country, 
accepted  a  public  office,  he  was  called  on  not  to  profefs  his 
attachment  to  that  religion,  but  to  examine  the  dodrine  and 
difcipline  of  .another,  and  to  make  a  folemn  profeffion  of  at- 
tachment to  it,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  amounted 
to  a  diiapprobation  of  that  in  which  he  had  been  educated. — 
Was  not  this  a  mockery  of  eftablifhments?     It  was,  indeed, 
fiiid,  that  this  was  no  dereliflion  ;  but,  in  difcuffihg  the  ge- 
neral repeal  of  the  U&  aft,  was  it  not  generally  faid  to  be  a 
frrofcffion,  thajt  he  who  took  it  was  of  the  religion  of  the 
fate?    Was  not  this  the  argument  at  all  the  public  meetings 
called  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  the  rej>eal  ?     Was  it  not 
theanfwcr  to  the  alledged  profanation  of  a  Sacrament,  that 
«  was  not  taken  on  account  of  an  office,  but  ps  an  aft  of 
'■lilion,  wbieb  he  who  took  it  was  bound  to  perform,  with-  , 
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otit  any  regard  to  public  oflBcc  ?     What  was  the  religion  of 

the  ftate  as  thus  explained  ? — The  religion  of  the  church  of 

England.     Muft  not  then  the  church  of  Scotland  feel  that 

•  ihe  was  not  confidered  in  the  fame  light  with  the  church  of 

England,  that  fhk  was  not  in  the  fituation  to  which,  as  part 

of  the  eftablilhed  religion  of  the  country^  ihe  was  entitled) 

'      The  very  name  of  the  tell  ought  alone  to  fuperfede  all  theft 

arguments.     If  they  were  to  fay  with  a  right  honouraUt 

gentleman,  to  whofe  argument  he  had  before  alluded,  that 

the  teft  meant  nothing  but  a  profeffion,  that  he  who  took  it 

.    entertained  no  hoftile  ideas  againft  the  eftablifhment ;  that  k 

was  ready  to  communicate  with  either  church ;  that  he  who 

was  of  the  church  of  Scotland  when  out  of  office^  night 

communicate  with  the  church  of  England  when  in  ;  let  that 

explanation  be  given,  by  which  neither  religion  nor  politic! 

would  be  much  benefited.     Notwithftanding  what  a  leameil 

gentleman  had  faid,  with  refpeft  to  the  origin  of  the  prefeot 

\         motion,  #he  was  fatisfied  from  what  he  had  heard,  that  it  halj 

originated,  as  ftated  by  the  honourable  Baronet  who  movsl 

it,  on  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  General  Aflembly,  tMi 

the  teft  ad,  as  appeared  to  members  of  the  church  ot  Scx!tf\. 

land,  was  a  grievance,  and  their  vote  unanimous  to  appb> 

for  redrei^.     It  might,  for  any  thing  he  knew,  he  confideiet^ 

in  Scotland  as  a  folecifm  to  apply  to  Parliament,  when  tbflf , 

had  reafon  to  believe  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  ncC^ 

inclined  to  favour  their  application ;  but  it  was  not,  and  hi 

trufted  never  would  be,  confidered  as  improper  or  unfeafixf 

able  in  this  country,  for  any  fobjed  or  clafs  of  fubjeds,  te 

apply  to  Parliament  for  relief  from  a  grievance,  whatever 

might  be  the  difpofition  of  thofe  in  power.     It  had  been . 

farther  obferved,  that  the  application  came  from  the  clcrgf 

of  Scotland  only;  and  it  was  aiked,  why  the  fenfeof  te 

people  had  not  been  taken.     After  all  they  had  lately  faeai4i 

of  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  (vain,  alarms,  in  hii' 

opinion)  was  it  wife,  was  it  politic,  was  it  like  ftatefm€% 

when  a  propofition  came  before  them  from  a  refpedaMr 

body,  founded  on  fenfe  and  reafon,  to  fet  it  afloat  among  thf 

people,  and  defire  them  to  hold  public  meetings,  and  difcnfs 

its  merits  for  the  inftru6^ion  of  the  Legiflature  ?  The  hiftoff 

of  the  Union  afl:brded  no  rule  on  the  fubjedl,  J[>oth  parties 

were  afraid  to  come  fairly  to  the  queftion.     The  great  mrt 

of  that  period  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  prejudices  of  tie 

times.     The'  Houfe  would  recoUeA  how  far  fhort  of  their 

own  opinions  they  had  been  obliged  to  fet  up  in  rtlievng 

Roman  Catholics.     Was  it  then   to  be  wondered  at,  ibit 

,  eighty  years  ago  Lord  Cooper,  and  the  ftatefmen  with  whoa 

he  a(aed,  fliould  have  yielded  to  the  fame  fort  of  neceffity? 

With  regard  to  religion,  there  were  few  afts  m  the  &^^^ 
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books  which  oDght  not  to  be  completely  expunged*    Inftead 
of  that,  they  bufied  themfelves  in  explaining,  mitigating,  or 
jbfpciiding ;  and  whenever  the  only  proper  remedy  was  men- 
tioned, the  anfwer  was,  "  They  are  not  executed  f  the  very 
worft  charader  that  could  be  given  of  them.     This  had  been 
At  anfwer  to  all  the  propofitions  that  had  been  lately  made. 
Ought  not  the  Houfe  at  laft  to  fee  that  laws,  unfit  to  be  exe- 
cuted, that  were  fometimes  the  infirument  of  partial  oppref- 
fion,  but  never  of  public  benefit,  were  not  fit  to  remain  } 
They  were  well  defcribed  by  a  learned  and  orthodox  Prelate 
is  ^'dangerous  weapons  laid  in  the  way»  which  no  good  roan 
>^  would  ufe,  and  which  ought  not  to  lie  there  as  a  tempta* 
«•  tion  to  the  bad."     Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  was  a  complete 
'friend  to  religious  eftabliHiments,  on  the  fame  ground  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  toleration.    He  thought  it  highly  proper  that 
piTyftem  of  inftruSion  for  the  improvement  of  morals  fhoiUd 
'ke  provided  for  in  every  country  ;  but  highly  prqper  alfo 
Aat  thofe  who  diflented  from  that  fyilem  ihould  incur  no 
penalties,  ihould  fufier  no  difabilities  on  account  of  their 
fiffent,  becaufe,  to  admit  of  religious  inilrudtion,  whatever 
diara<^er  it   afTumed,'  as  far  as  it  contributed  to  inculcate 
'aiorals,  was  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  religion.     Many  emi- 
nent divines  of  the  church  of  England  were  of  this  opinion. 
The  reverend  Mr.  Paley,  a  moft  orthodox  author  on  tolera- 
tion, after  difcufling  all  the  branches  of  the  fubjedl,  con- 
dnded  with  approving  of  a  church  eftablifhmeat  joined  to  a 
complete  toleration. 

To  get  rid  of  a  charge  that  was  frequently  put  on  thofe 
who  argued  as  he  did,  he  fhould  wifti  to  know  precifely, 
I  whether  the  teft  was  a  political  or  a  religious  a^.     When  he 
I  called  it  a  political  a£b,  he  was  told  that  it  was  an  ad  for  the 
fecurity  of  religion,  and,  as  fuch,  by  the  union  was  made  per- 
petual.   When  he  called  it  a  religious  and  perfecuting  aft, 
lie  was  told  that*  it  was  a  mere  regulation  of  ciril  govern- 
I  i&ent,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  religion.     It  had,  indeed, 
j  nothing  to  do  with  religion  in  its  origin.    It  was  intended    • 
tterely  to  keep  out  Papifts — an  unwife  expedient,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  attain  an  unwife  end ;  and  now  that  the  object  of  it 
iCiiftcd  no  longer,  it  could  be  confidered  only  as  an  inftru- 
li'^t  of  religious   perfecution.      The  church  of  England 
tould  never  be  in  danger  but  from  building  her  fafety  on  in- 
Werant  principles,  and  making  that  a  pretext  for  oppofing 
Jhe  extenfion  of  religious  fr^om.     This,  however,  was 
iS^ming  ground  in  other  countries,  and  would  continue  to  do 
*<>•    This  country,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  the  laft.  to  adopt 
*^»    The  queflion  of  toleration  he  ihould  always  be  ready 
*o  meet,  whenever  it  was  fairly  an4  properly  brought  for- 

r?T^i  and  the  oftener,  he  thought,  the  better ;  for  tliere  was     le 
90 


,76  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179^1* 

no  queftion  that  gained  more  by  diicufllon — no  qneftioo,  tb^ 
difcuffion  of  which  contributed  fo  much  to  the  imprott^ 
ment  of  religion^  of  morals,  and  of  happinefs.  On  thif 
.  general  ground,  he  fupported  the  motion,  as  well  a^on  tji|^ 
particular  grounds  he  had  already  ftated.  One  argomenf'J 
that  might  be  urged  againd  it,  Mr*  Fox  faid,  he  wi£bed}iA| 
to  obviate.  If  it  were  doubtful  whether  the  Teft  dSt  did  2f^ 
ply  to  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  it  might  be  t^ 
why  not  try  the  queftion  in  the  regular  courfe  of  law  ?  Thi| 
might,  indeed,  be  proper  in  a  civil  cafe,  but  could  hardly  bf 
done  under  a  penal  ftatute.  If  it  were  doubtful  whether  % 
potrticuiar  a£t  was  a  capita]  offence,  it  would  be  rather  hadt 
to  fay,  do  you  commit  the  ad,  and  whether  you  arehangei 
or  acquitted,  the  law  will  be  clear.  If  any  gentleman  « 
difpofed  to  try  this  queftion,  and  the  law.  mould  be  explaii 
to  be  again  ft  him^  he  would  be  condemned  to  a  fine  of 
hundred  pounds,  which  many  gentlemen  might  readily  par 
but  the  reft  of  the  penalty,  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  h<w« 
ing  any  public  office  ever  after,  of  being  an  adminiftrator^ 
executor,  or  of  receiving  a  legacy,  was  rather  too  much  T 
any  gentleman  to  be  expefled  to  rifk.  There  could  b« 
objedlion  to  enquiring  how  the  law  ftood,  and  the 
ration  of  the  Houfe  might  be  confidered  as  a  fafe  guide.  Mq 
Fox  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  would  give  his  votef 
the  motion. 
l^r.Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Put  rofe  to  make  a  few  obferrations'l 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr,  Fox.  He  faid  he  could  not 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  think  better  of 
than  of  all  the  former  friends  of  the  teft  a6t,  whom,  witl 
knowing  them,  he  had  pronounced  the  enemies  of  all 
was  great  and  good;  for  he  muft  ftill  continue  to  be  a  frktt 
to  it,  till  he  heard  better  arguments  againft  it  than  any  hi' 
had  yet  heard.  He  had  never  been  a  violent  friend  toili 
but  he  prolefted  himfelf  a  firm  and  fteady  friend,  becaufehj 
thought  it  efTential  to  the  fecurity  of  the  church,  and  as 
ne£led  with  that,  to  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  the  countift 
He  confidered  the  prefent  motion  as  nearly  conneded  wm 
the  general  repeal  of  the  teft  aS ;  and  unlefs  a  clearer  diftiaD* 
tion  could  be  made  out,  than  any  yet  ftated,  he  muft  look 
upon  the  one  as  <i  preliminary  to  the  other.  The  maniiil 
in  which  it  had  been  argued,  was  extremely  indiftiQ&» 
The  Houfe  was  fometimes  told"  Go  into  a  Committc% 
<'  becaufe,  as  applied  to  Scotland,  it  is  not  law.^  Atotbv 
times«they  were  told,  ^^  Go  into  a  Committee,  becaafei  iC 
it  be  law,  it  is  fo  great  a  grievance,  that  it  ought  tobelt^ 
dreiTed."  If  gentlemen  thought  that  it  was  not  law,  t]|(f 
ought  to  come  forward  with  a  diftin£l  propofition  on  that  pifr 
.ticular  point;  but  tliey  propgfed  going  into  a  Cpmmittee*  I* 
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(lifciifs either  ^ueftiofi,  and  neither  4ifiio£kly.    T^  ibis  hf 
Id  not  agree,  iiixlefs  he  were  convinced,  that  if  it  was  the 
,  itought  nottobe^heUwy   which  he  was  not  by  anjr 
iS  difpofed  to  ^dcsit,  altliough  if  it  were  not  the  law»  hf 
d  nndoubtedljr  admit  thaty  whatever  might  he  his  opir 
on  the  expediency;.     But  it  was  impol&ble  |o  admi^ 
the  law  wac  doiibtlii]|  and  then  that  it  wai  fuch  a  grieve- 
as  ought  not  to  be  endured*    What^   after  it  had  been 
Joogopen  to  the  examination  of  thofe  on  whom  it  was  fup^ 
to  be  a  grievance?    After  they  had  fubmitted  to  itt 
Ht  a  fingle  ^uefiion,  £br  fo  many  years,  was  it  to.b^ 
ned  either  that  the  law  was  doubtful,  or  that  the  fi;riev* 
wasoppreffive?  The  queftion  of  tlie  teft  ad  bad  been 
id  in  the  Scots  Parliament  before  the  union.    Their 
ition  bad  been  particularly  called  to  it;  they  wer«  not 
fore  taken  by  furprife^    and  their  a^uifceooe  was  a 
ient  indication  of  their  opinion*    Had  they  been  rt* 
'  to  objeSt  to  it,  they  could  not  indeed  have  bound  En- 
ind  by  any  a6l  of  theirs,  but  they  might  haver  inferted  aa 
klerefpeding  it  in  the  tnftruAions  to  their  coromiffioners 
fundamental  principle.     Mr.  Pitt  here  entered  into  a 
~  >n  of  the  circumftances  that  immediately  preceded 
followed  the  union,  frpm  which  hedrew  a  general  con* 
that  hiftorical  inference,    contemporary  expofitiooi 
the  pradice  of  eighty  years,  proved  it  to  be  law,  that 
abers  «f  the  church  ot  Scotland  were  not  exempted  from 
teft  z6t  in  England.  The  next  confideration  was,  whether 
i|e  law  ought  to  bt^  repealed,  while  it  was  the  fenfe  of  a  great 
Moritj  of  the  legiflature  and  of  the  country,  fhat  the  teft 
pft  ougnt  oot  to  be  e;encraliy  repealed  ?  Was  thens  any  thing 
if  it  ia  the  circumuances  of  the  cafe  that  called  for  this  par- 
[^  repeat?  The  whole  of  the  imaginary  grievance   aroft 
i'lninaniiirepnefientationof  the  nature  of  the  te^^  which.  In- 
I  fodef  being  a  Solemn  profeflion  that  the  perfon  who  took  it 
,  Was  a  Biember  of  the  chisrch  of  England^    he  had  always 
^onfidered  as  a  teftimpay  that  he  did  not  think  fo  ill  of  that 
^rch,  and  was  not  fo  difaffeded  to  it^  as  to  refufe  to  copn* 
;  onnicate  with  jt.    This  he  underftood  from  many  gentlemeoy 
from  tbeauthority  of  tbe  Minifters  of  the  church  of  Scotland^ 
*^asthe  general   fentiment  of  the  members  of  that  church* 
Theybad  not  foch  objections  tp  the  difciplino  or  doArinea 
ttf  the  church  of  England,  as  to  refufe  to  communicate  with 
it>   If  this  were  the  cafe,  they  did  not  ftand  in  the  fame  pte** 
di^fUQeDt  with  the  Diflenters  in  England,    much  lefs  with 
fhofe  Diflenters  who  thought  the  eftablifliment  of  the  church 
i^latrous  and  finful,  and  that  they  were  bound  in  duty  to  la- 
^or  for  its  demolition.     There  might  be  many  defcriptions 
#f  religious  opinion^  included  under  the  general  term  of  the 
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church  of  Sc6tland ;  there  might  be  many  of  thofe  wlw 
thought  tlra'  they  ought  not  to  hold  communion  with  tlib 
church  of  1*  ngland;  but  then  all  who  thought  fo  charitaUy 
of  that  church  as  not  to  refufe  communion,  being  the  gretfl 
bulk  of  the  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland^  fuffered  mi 
grievance  from  the  operation  of  the  teft  aA.  If  there 
others  )efs  liberal,  they  did  not  come  under  the  proper 
radler  of  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  but  uiider 
charaAer  of  Diflenters,  and  no  reafon  could  be  alledged 
exempting  them  from  the  teft  that  would  not  operate  wi 
equal,  if  not  greater,  force,  for  exempting  Englifh  DMT 
trrs.  There  might  be  many  fuch  DijQTenters  in  Scodai 
where  there  was  no  teft.  by  which  to  afcertain  who  w 
members  of  the  church,  by  law  eftabliAied,  ftri£^ly  f]>eakii 
and  who  were  not.  l^he  confequences  of  the  exempt 
then  would  be  to  let  in  all  forts  from  Scotland,  and  Diflen 
of  every  defoript ion.  Onthefe  general  grounds,  that 
bulk  ot  the  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland  were  not 
eluded  by  the  tcfl,  and  that  it  would  be  unfafe  to  admit  L 
fenters  from  Scotland,  he  was  fatisfied,  in  his  own  mil 
that  the  law,  as  it  flood,  was  no  grievance,  as  well  as 
a  thousand  collateral  reafons  which  he  could  mention, 
with  which  he  thought  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  the  Hoi 
dnd  confequently  fhould  vote  againlt  the  motion^ 
Colonel  Colonel  Afacleod  h'lA^  that  before  he  came  down  to 
Mteleod.  Houfe,  that  day,    he  ha  I  not   imagined  any  one  gentl 

"who  reprefented   that   part  of  the  country    fiom  which 
came,  would  have  argued  or  v^ted  againft  the  queftion: 
being  a  reprenfentotive  for  Scotland,    he   thought  him! 
bound  in  honour  to  fupport  the  independence  of  the 
blifhed  religion  of  the  country,     h'e  knew  that  the 
ments  of  the  people  would  he,   that  fuch  gentlemen 
more  attached  toMinifters  than  to  iheir  country.     Toobli^ 
a  member  of  the  church  t)f  Scotland  to  profefs  an  attachmenti 
to  the  religion  of  KnglanH,  infteadofhis  ov%n  country,  wa^* 
in  his  opinion,  a  mark  of  fubjed>ion,  an  invidious  diftindionff 
that  ought  not  to  exift.     He  felt  great   obligation,  and  tbl 
people  of  Scot  land  would  concur  with  him,  to  the  right  ho-» 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.    Fox)  for  the   liberal  manner  itt 
which  he  had  fpoken  of  their  independence,    and  their  claial 
to  be  treated  on  equal  terms ;  while  they  could  not  but  cod- 
iider  the   language  ©f  another  right  honourable  gentlemaflt 
(Mr.  Pitr),  as  holding  them  up  in  the  light  of  adependant 
province,  rather  than  an  independent  nation*  that  had  united 
with  England  on  an  equal  footing.     The  Houfe  divided  oigk 
the  motion ; 

Ayes,  62;  Noes,  149.    Majoritj,  87. 

Mr. 
1 
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Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  bring  forward  his 
hotion  t>n  libels  on  1  hurfday  fe'iinight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  wifhed  to  know  the  nature  of  the 

otion. 

Mr.  /ijrfaid,  he  h?d  formerly  ftated,  that  it  would  be  to  Mr.  Fox.' 

olveinto  a  Committee  on  Courts  of  Jufticej  to  enquire  in 

at  Committee  into  the  proceedings  by  ^uo  warramCf  and 
rhaf  was  the  prefent  do^rine  of  the  Courts  refpe£ling  libels* 
'  i  doing  this,  he  might  have  occafion  to  mention  particular 
afes,  by  way  of  illuft rating  his  argument)  fome  of  which  he 

ght  think  deferving  of  cenfure^ 
^»  The  Houfe  adjourned. 

I'  IVednefddyy    ilth  May. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 

uebecBill,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  "  That  tlie  bill  be  read  claufe  Mr.  Pitt; 

by  cljufe.**     He  faid,  that  he  trufled  it  was  not  now ,  ne- 

Bary  to  read  over  the  whole  claufes,  and  that  any  gentle- 

ati  would  ftate  his  obje6)«ons  to  any  particular  claufe. 

■  Mr.  Huffiy  objeSed  to  the  di vifion'of  the  provinces,  ftated      Mr. 

I  the  bill,  a  roeafure  which  he  confidered  as  not  fuited  to    Huffey. 

)  parpofes  of  legiilation.     He  thought  that  they  all  would 

come  British  fubje6ls  fooner,  if  this  diyiCon  did  not  take 

He  confidered  it,  inftead  of  tending  to  heal  their  dif- 

ncei,  as  calculated  to  preferve  and  inflame  their  animo- 

Vj*    Commerce  was  thfc  chief  point  of  view  in  which  Que- 

:was  of  importance  to  this  country.  It  behoved  the 
Soufe,  therefore,  to  provide  for  that  moft  eflfential  objedl, 
*  5  (ecurity  of  property.   We  ought  to  introduce  the  Englifh 

lunercial  law^  and  leave  the  Houfe  of  j^iTembly  to  make 

ch  alterations  as  they  ftiould  find  rendered  expedient  by 
^Iheir  own  peculiar  circamflances.  - 

}    Mr.  Powys  faid, 'that  the  reafon  of  this  divifion  was  ftated      Mr# 
(to  be  to  prevent  fcuds  and  divifions.     But   he  very  much    Powysi 
i  imbted  that  the  method  of  divifion,  whether  or  not  it  came 
in  the  form  of  a  declaration  of  His  Majefty's  intention,  would 
'  be  but  ill  calculated  for  this  purpofe. 

Mr.  F^x  wiftied  to  be  informed  of  one  point,  which  had  Mr.  Fox.' 
ilevcrbeen  explained,  and  that  was,  whether   His  Majefty 
had  a  power  to  divide  the  province,  a<i  was  then  propofed. 

Upon  confulting  the  14th  George  III.  it  appeared  that  the 
King  had  that  authority. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  point  l>eing  fettled  that  His  Mr.  Pitt; 
Majefty  had  an  authority  to  divide  the  province,  the  queftion 
Would  be»  whether  it  was  fit  for  Parliament  to  afjree  with 
his  Majefty  to  cftablifti   two  Legiflatures;  and  if  they  did 
not  agree,  they  might  negative  the  whole  of  the  claufe,  land^^j^ 
|C  2  ^^^-^fbl^^g^^ 


380  PARLIAMENT  AKV  A.  ij^ 

might  i\ip6{e  of  the  whole  of  the  bill ;  heeaufe  it  procedel 
all  through  its  various  <^laufei  on  the  fuAdamental  fnppofitiai 
of  two  L^iflatvres.  It  appeared  to  His  M ajefty^s  Miniften; 
firft,  that  the  only  way  of  confulting  the  intereft  of  the  iij 
ternal  fituation  of  Quebec^  And  of  tendering  it  profitablet 
this  country^  was  to  give  it  a  Legilkture,  as  near  as  cii 
fiances  would  admit,  according  to  the  princtplei  of  the  1 
ti(h  conftitution.  In  the  next  place,  it  appeared  to 
Ihat  ther6  was  no  probabHity  of  reconciling  the  jarring  i 
refts  and  oppolite  views  of  the  inhabitants,  but  by  gif 
I  them  two  L^iflatures.    It  wits  Conceived  this  form  of  < 

vernment  was  beft  adapted  to  put  an  eod  to  all  the 

j  ties  of  a  legal  fort,  and  to  render  the  regulations  noore  vftfi 

to  the  fubjeSs  of  that  coontiy.     He  believed  there  was  fM 

a  rooted  6ppo{ition  of  interefls  of  the  one  defcHption  afl 

the  other,  that  if  there  was  a  conftitution^    confiftiog  of^ 

Hottfe  of  Affembty>  in   which  the  parties  might  be  neaif 

balanced^  the  cotifequence*  at  lead  for  a  ]6ng  feries  of  yean 

I  Would  ht  a  great  degree  of  animofity^  and  a  gre^t  degree  I 

I  confufion.    If  one  of  the  parties  baa  a  great  afcendancy  ow 

i  th*  e^h^f,  -the  party  fVaving  the  fnperrority  was  vef7  unH! 

*  to  give  fatisfa£liofi  to  the  other  party.     It  feemed  to 

lUikjeftyS  ktmitiH  the  «kioft  defirable  thing,  if  they  eouM 

^ive  (atisfaSibn  to  all  defcriptions  of  men,    to  divide 

j  province,  and  to  contrive  that  one  divifion  (houTd  confift, 

Much  ks  poflible,  of  thofd'  who  were  well  inclined  towai 

the  Engli Ai  liwr,  and  that  the  other  part  thoxtH  confift  tt 

^ided  pr^epoAderancy  6f  the  ancient  inhabitants,  who 

attached  to  the  French  laWs*    It  was  perfeAIy  true, 

Pitt  faid,  tliM  in'  Lower  Cainadil  there  ftti!  remained  a 

number  6f  Engltfh^  fubj^s,  but  thefe  would  hoM  a  mi 

ftnaller  proportion  than  if  tR&re'Wa«  one  fortn  of  Govetmaeift 

for  every  part  of  the  provinte;     It  was  &i  Upper  Camik 

particularly  that  they  wete  to  ek))e£ta  grmt  adXtion  ofEi^ 

liAi  inhabitants*    The  confequ^nce  wtt^  thatf  if  it  Was  M\ 

.  divided  from  the  reft,  the  Canadians  foflbing  a  ttajo/rityofl 

five  to  one^  the  grievance  would  be  fevtry  year  intreafirig&ti 

proportion  as  the  popuIatiM  incfeafed.     He  was  ready  tflH 

admit,  on  thfe  ^her  hafnd,  tint  It  w^tlntpoffible  to  ai^t  any 

meAfure  that  was  perfbAly  frM  ffbtti  intonrenience.    The 

divifion  of  the  |M-ovince  inight  be  Rfible  to  fome  objeAioD, 

btit,  on  the  trtiole,  it  w^  M^e€t  to  fitfwetdfi|je6Hons  tbas 

any  other  meafure,  and  would  tend  rtaoft  't6  promote  dwt 

eontiedtton  with  this  coifntry,  or  to  produce  ^ibi  t^cStu  , 

Mr.  Mr.  PMys  owned  that  he  was  not  convinceffby  the  rijjfc 

Fewys.    honourable  gentktnan^s  reafoiiinf  •     Hfe  had  allowed,  that  ia 

this  infiance  the  ii&terefts  6f  one  patt  df  tht  Inhabitants  of 

Canada  w«r*f«crifieed  t#  thdft  6f  iil^'«d||^^QS^€Ou^  iMt 
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^ive  up  His  Majefty^s  dedaration)  of  which  he  read  feme 
'^rt^  promifing  to  Che  inhabitants  of  Canada  the  Britifh  con- 
ilitution. 

Mr.  Burkf  faid,  that  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  His  Mr.Burfc* 
Majefty^s  declaration,  that  the  laws  adopted  in  Canada  Ihotikl 
be  as  nearly  as  poffiblefimilar  to  thofe  of  England.  Indeed, 
it  was  ufnal  in  every  colony  to  form  tlie  tjovernment  as 
nearly  upon  the  model  of  the  mother  country,  as  confident 
with  the  difference  of  local  circumftances.  It  was  proper 
4hat  every  corporation  fhould  adopt  for  its  own  ufe  the  regit- 
4ations  or  the  community  from  which  it  held*  To  afcertain 
<he  propriety  of  dividing  the  provinces,  required  a  degree  of 
local  knowledge,  which  he  did  not  pofiefs ;  hut  he  fhould 
take  it  that  the  meafurc  was  Convenient.  An  attempt  tt> 
join  people  diiBmilar  in  law,  language,  and  manners,  ap- 
fieared  to  him  highly  abfurd  ;  to  join  too  the  conquerors  and 
the  conquered,  muft  give  fife  to  much  unpleafant  feelings 
knd  many  invidious  diftinAions.  Such  a  meafure  would  ap^ 
year  to  him  to  fbw  what  muft  be  moft  fatal  to  the  eft&bliih- 
inent  of  a  new  Government,  the  feeds  of  difcof  d.  Thr« 
fjeographical  diftribution  then  was,  m  his  opinion,  highly 
'convenient.  The  upper  colony  was  chiefly  inhabited  bjy  emt- 
^nts  from  America :  tliefe  then  were  deiirous  of  the  Eng- 
llh  Gonftitution.  Let  the  Canadians  have  a  conftitutionr 
Ibrmcd  upon  the  principles  of  Canadians,  and  Engliflimen 
^pon  the  principles  of  Engliflimen.  Let  them  be  governed 
jUpon  the  nature  of  men,  the  only  wife  foundation  of  alt 
Government ;  and  let  there  not  be  adopted  any  wild  theories, 
'Hbore  unknown  than  the  north  weft  coaft  of  America.  In 
Chis  pomt  of  view  he  approved  of  the  divifion,  as  accommo* 
ftited  to  the  circumftances  of  the  country,  and  the  natural 
pTQudices  of  the  mhabitants.  He  recofidmended  that  fyftenif 
tS  Government  which  tends  to  propiote  the  union  of  the  good 
^the  individual  and  of  the  Public,  irr  oppofitton  to  that 
which  attempted  to  methodize  anarchy.  He  admired  the 
ditifion  ;  no,  he  did  not  poffefs  fufficient  local  knowledge  ta 
admire  it;  but  he  eould  at  leaft  fay,  that  he  did  not  difap- 
|f^ve  it.  Situated  as  he  was,  tti  a  ftate  fupported  by  na 
j^ty,  there  was  a  voice  which  Cried  to  him.  Beware.  In 
the  fliort  time  during  which  he  remained  in  Parliament,  and 
h  would  be  but  a  Very  fliorttime,  he  would,  however,  fup* 
Iport  thofe  principles  of  Goveritment  which  were  founded 
lipon  the  wifdom  of  antiquity,  and  fandioned  by  the  expe>« 
fiance  of  time.  On  the  prefent  bill,  neccffary  as  it  was  for 
jiim  tobetrarefulof  whtft  he  ifaould  fay,  he  fhould  ftate  the 
argunsenis  that  occurred^to  him,  as  they  fliould  arife,  upon 
Imy  ciaufe. 
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Mr,  Pitr.  •     M^*  Chancellor  Put  faid,  tliat  there  were  none,  who,'  from 
their  attention  to  every  claufe,  were  more  quali^ed,  on  the 
prefent  bill,  to  communicate  information  from  the  fource  of 
their  knowledge^,  or  drav^  illuilra^ion  from  their  powers  of 
eloquence,  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  yet  he  wai 
defirous,  that  in  c^nfidering  particular  clauies,  regard  (houU 
likewife  be  had  to  their  connexion  with  the  general  tenor  of 
the  bilK     It  was  intended  to  give  a  free  conAitptiori  to  Ca- 
nada, according  to  Britilh  ideas  of  freedom*     7  his  could  not 
be  done  without  a  dividon  of  the  provinces,  to  prevent  thai 
clafhing  of  oppofite  interefts  which  niuft  otherwife  necefla- 
rily  enfue-     Yet  even  this  meafure,  he  had  owntd,  was  not 
free  from  local  inconvenience,  though  by  no  means  equal  to 
the  inconvenience  of  either  not  giving  them  a  new  fyilem  ot " 
government,  or  not  providing  in  thai  lyftem  for  this  divilion 
of  the  provinces.     Could  it  be  inferred,  from  His  Majefiv'i 
proclamation,  that  he  was  to  give  Canada  the  whole  of  toe. 
Englifh  laws  ?  This  proclamation  was  made  in  1763  ;  and  by 
an  a£l  of  Parliament  in  17739  all  Englifh  laws  had  been  aho*'. 
liflied,  except  the  criminal  laws.     From  this  fa£l,  it  wouU; 
be  judged  how  far  it  was  binding  on  His  Majefty  to  give  ta. 
this  colony,  the  whole  of  the  Englifli  laws. 

Lord  Sheffield  faid,  that  in  addition  to  the  ohj^dions  whicll ; 
had  been  made  to  the  divifion  of  .the  province,  he  thought  it 
not  juftifiable,  in  any  principle  of  policy  or  colonization,  to' 
encourage  fettlements  iA  the  interior  parts  of  America,  which 
the  divition  certainly  tended  to  do.  It  had  been  much  doubt- 
ed, whether  colonies  were  advantageous  to  the  mother  coud« 
try.  Certainly,  thofe  which  furnifhed  only  the  fame  pro-, 
du£ts  were  not ;  but  thofe  which  afliflcd  our  fifheries,  and 
above  all,  the  Weft-India  plant,ations,  were  highly  advan* 
tageous ;  the  latter  produced  what  we  could  not ;  we  fup- 
plied  them  with  every  thing— we  carried  for  them.  Thc^ 
do  not  build  fliips,  ,or  vie  with  us  in  any  thing,  and  never 
could  manufa(5^ure  for  them  Tel  ves.  He  noticed  tho  defign  of 
building  the  feat  of  the  new  Government  on  the  moft  diilant 
part  of  Lake  Ontario,  between  which  place  and  the  mother 
country  the  communication  muft  ever  be  difficult..  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to 
form  a  fettlement  of  farmers  in  a  country  which  grows  the 
farne  articles  as  our  own.  The  expence  would  be  great,  ai 
it  muft  be  a  long  time  before  it  could  maintain  its  own  Go^ 
vernment.  At  the  fame  time,  it  would  not  be  poflible  to 
retain  the  fupply  of  fuch  fettlements,  as  it  would  not  be 
practicable  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  manufa£lures  from 
the  adjoining  United  States.  •  He  concluded  by  faying,  that 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  maintain  a  few  pofts,  to  promote  a 
trade  vv ith  the  Indians;  but  to  encourage  migration  from 
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the  coaft  to  the  interior  parts  of  that  great  continent,  he 
conceived  to  be  a  fyflem  extremely  unwjte. 

Mr.  Fox  aflerted,  that  it  was  a  miAaken  inference  of  the  Mr  Fox- 
right  honourabh  gentleman,  that  thofe  who  difapproved  of 
the  divifion  of  the  colony,  rejeftcd  the  whole  claufe.  They 
wiflied  only  to  amend  it,  by  leaving  oat  the  firft  part.  That 
claufe  contained  the  whole  plan  of  Government,  the  Gover- 
nor, the  Legiflative  Council,  the  Aflembly,  to  which  no  one 
bad  ftated  any  objeftions.  With  regard  to  the  different  opi- 
nions of  the  divifiou  of  the  colony,  there  was  certainly  diffi- 
culties on  both  fides.  If  the  divifion  fhould  take  place,  the 
French  laws  would  be  eftabliihed  as  general  in  one  province, 
land  the  EngUni  laws  in  another.  Many  had  gone  to  fettle 
in  the  colony,  on  the  faith  of  His  Majefty's  proclamation,  . 
ithat  the  Britifh  conftitution  would  be  eftahliftied.  Could 
[this  divifion  be  attended  with  a  complete  reparation  of  the 
[old  and  new  inhabitants,  its  views  would  then  be  anfwered. 
iBiitfeveral  of  thofe  who  had  come  on  the  faith  of  His  Ma- 
Sefty's  proclamation,  refided  not  in  the  upper,  but  in  the 
pimer  province ;  and  fevenil  of  thofe,  who  might  be  deemed 
[to  be  hardly  ufed,  refided  in  the  upper.  But  it  might  b^ 
j^infwered,  that  the  aft,  made  feventcen  years  fince,  did  away 
[the  proclamation.  That  a£l  had  given  great  diflatisfaflion  at 
[the  time,  and  fince  it  had  frequently  been  thought  that  it 
fooght  to  be  repealed.  If  the  queftion  of  right  was  infifled 
iJpon,  it  was  certainly  done  away  legally ;  but  in  forming 
this  new  conftitution,  it  would  he  more  defirable  to  a6l  upon 
the  principles  of -good  faith.  Was  it  neceffary,  aiked  Mr. 
Fox,  to  adhere  to  the  proclamation,  t'lat  all  the  Englifh 
flaws  (hould  be  introduced  into  the  colony  t  None  wiflied  it, 
|and  that  was  a  reafon  why  they  fliould  not  do  it.  With 
liegard  to  the  French  laws,  they  might  be  allbwed  to  have 
^csooftitutional  and  municipal  laws,  if  ihey  were  defirous  that 
thefe  laws  fliould  not  be  taken  away.  But  in  fad,  thefe 
were  not  the  French  laws  at  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  They 
had  fent  only  a  part  of  their  laws  to  their  colony ;  they  formed 
merely  what  was  called  the  cuftom  of  Paris;  but  that  had 
heen  long  fince  abrogated.  Hence  arofe  the  utraoft  difficulty 
in  appeals  to  the  Privy  Council ;  the  law  to  which  they  re- 
ferred no  longer  exifted  ;  it  was  neceffary  to  confult,  not  the 
French  lawyer,  but  the  antiquarian.  If  any  middle  way 
conid  he  found,  he  owned  it  would  be  the  heft.  He  would 
fnggeft  one  expedient,  and  that  was,  to  adopt  the  Frehoh 
laws  in  the  upper,  and  compel  the  Government  to  alter  them, 
till  they  fhould  have  accommodated  them  to  the  local  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country.  But  as  for  tlie  divifion,  he 
owned  that  he  regarded  it  as  attended  with  the  utmoft  pof- 
fible  inconvenience.     The  commerce  of  the  upper  part,  in     [^  ~ 
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order  %o  be  carried  on,  muft  pafs  throctgh  the  lowers  an4 
might  in  its  pafTage  be  fettered  by  the  Leeiilature  there  with 
whatever  duties  or  obftruflioqs  thejr  might  chufe  to  in^ppfe. 
All  Englifh  merchants  had  complained  of  the  lofis  wbic^ 
they  had  fuftained  from  the  French  laws,  and  affiraiedy  thai 
in  confequence  of  their  uncertainty  and  defedive  regulatioosp 
wiiatever  flouriibing  appearance  their  trade  might  have  exhi% 
bited,  they  had  ultimately  been  fufferers  in  every  coanedioii 
with  that  colony.     So  that  tl)e  refulc  of  their  experience  had 
been  to  abandon  a  trade,  fropi  whiph  tb|^  uncertainty  of  lav 
had  (but  up  every  avenue  of  advantage. 
Mr.  W.        Mr.  PF.  Grant  faid,    that,    in  general,  commercial  lavi 
Grinr.      differed  but  little  from  one  other.  *  The  commercial  laws  oC 
England  and  of  France  were  nearly  the  fam^.     All  cooif 
merclal  bws  were  founded  upon  the  principle  of  contradii 
either  expreiled  or  implied.     He  begged  leavp  to  corred  9 
miftake  on  a  fubjef^  of  whiph  he  Wji's  enabled  to  fpeak  from 
his  local  knowledge;*     The  cqftom  of  Paris  hid  no  feferenc^j 
to  the  regulations  of  commerce,  but  of  real  property.'    Th|j 
merchants  were  aggrieved,  not  in  confequence  of  pominerci4 
decilions,  but  of  infolvency*    The  relief  granted  to  creditor! 
was  very  different  in  difl^rent  countries,    {t  was  granted  kl' 
France  according  to  the  nature  of  the  debts.     The  meichajit| 
thought  that  they  had  reafon  to  complain,  when  they  foiin^ 
the  whole  of  the  bankrupt  eflate  rui)  away  with  by  Fra|dk 
deeds,  of  which  they  knew  nothing.     The  uncertainty '41 
hws  was  in  every  colony  neceflarily  a  fubjeO  of  coraplaiiit| 
They  brought  with  them  only  that  part  of  the  lawrof  tht] 
mother  country  which  was  applicable  to  their  new  fituatioii. 
Ill  Canada  the  uncertainty,  from  the  mixture  of  French,  wa»1 
ilill  greater.     Another  difagreeable  circumftance  was,  a  dil^ 
pute  whether  n  colledlon  of  commercial  laws  made  by  Lewif 
X IV.,  called  the  Code  Marchandy  had  ever  been  really  intnK  I 
duccd  into  the  colony,  or  ought  to  form  part  of  the  fyAeoifi 
InAead  of  framing  a  new  bankrupt  law,  would  it  not  oe  bet* ' 
ter  to  allow  any  fort  of  an  Aflembly  to  enter  into  the  deta^  j 
ot  regulations,    which,  in   the  local   circumAances  of  thi  ; 
country,  tlv^y  fliould  find  moil  convenient  ?   It  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  appeals  fhould  be  a  fource  of  litigation^  , 
as  thofe  to  whom  they  were  made  could  not  be  fuppofed  per*  * 
fe^ly  acquainted  with  the  French  laws. 
Mr.  Fox.       ^^^*  ^*'^*»  *^^^^  P^iy'ng  »  compliment  to  the  abilities  of  th^ 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  that  had  fpoke  lafl,  thaoIcMl ' 
^    \\\m  for  having  correded  his  miftake.     He  had  had,  helai^i 
'  his  informatbn  from  thofe  merchants  who  had  been  them* 
felvcs  fuiferers.     But  notwithftanding  what  had  been  urged||| 
he  was  Aill  in  ns  much  doubt  as  ever  about  the  uninCeUigibH 
lity  of  ih:  Liwi.     It  had  been  admitted  by  the  honooraMi 
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! gentleman,  though  he  had  afcribed  it  lefs  to  the  laws  them- 
elves,  ihan  to  the  fituation  of  the  country.  If  the  laws 
were  tnglifh,  and  they  were  bad,  their  defeds  would  beeaGly 
perceived,  and  might  quickly  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  queftion  Was,  whether  the  Englifli  Mr.' 
laws  were  or  were  not  better  than  the  French  laws.  He  r«-  Burke,' 
■•peated  what  lie  had  formerly  faid,  that  the  Englifh  in  Canada 
were  attached  to  the  £ngli(h  conftitution  and  to  the  Engli/H 
laws,  and  that  the  French,  ftom  their  prejudices,  were 
equally  attached  to  the  Canadian  laws*  He  then  made  fome 
obfcrvations  on  the  difference  between  debtors  and  ci-editors, 
uho  were  landliolders,  and  thoTe  who  Aood  in  that  relation 
merely  from  commerce..  He  perfcflly  concurred,  Mr. 
Burke  faid^  in  opinion  with  what  had  been  advanced  with 
fo  much  propriety  by  Mr.  Grant:  The  Englifli  ought  to 
enjoy  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  the  French  the  old  Cana- 
dian conftitution.  Thofe  colonies  ought  to  be  confidered 
both  with  regard  to  commerce,  and  alfo  with  regard  to 
{heir  own  internal  happinefs. 

Mr.  Alderman  tVatfon  obfcrved   that  thfe  fenglifli  werej^r.  Aid* 
attached  to  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  their  own  country,  Watfon. 
and  fought  proteflion  under  them.     The  French  were  cer- 
tainly attached  to  the  Canadian  laws.     He  complimented 
^Ir.  Grant  oh  his  abilities  and  knowledge,  and  faid,  no  man 
■  in  that  Houfe  was  better  qualified,  from  his  experience  anp 
Kgoodunderftanding,  to  give  them  information  on  the  fubje^ 
than  the  honouriible  gentleman.     All  that  he.  afked  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  he  fdid,  was  that  they  /hould  enjoy 
•  the  fecurity  of  firitifti  laivs  on  commercial  principles.    With 
regard  to  the  divifion  of  the  province,    he  favv   no  other 
inode  of  fecuring  the  quiet  of  the  colony. 

The  Attorney  General  dt^vcd  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  Attorney 
i?hat  had  fallen  from  the  worthy  Alderman,  refpefling  the  GeneraU 
^  ftate  of  the  mercantile  law  in  Canada,  and  the  uncertain 
'  tanner  in  which  it  was  adminiftered.  He  faid  it  had  fall^ij 
Mthin  his  official  duty  fome  years  ago  to  examine  that  fubjedh 
very  fully,  and  he  rofe  froni  that  examination  con^rmed  in 
the  opinion  of  his  honourable  and  learn^  friend,  that  the 
fundamental  principles  upon  which  a  merchant  could  reco- 
ver his  debt  from  a  folvefit  man  were  not  very  different  frorti 
thofe  which  prevailed  in  this  country;  and  he  believed  almoft 
every  other  country;  and  that  excepting  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
thi  law  of  infolvency,  there  was  a  reafonable  degree  of  uni- 
formity in  the  decifions  of  ^the  judges.  The  doubt  arifing 
from  the  law  of  infolvency,  arofe  from  its  being  a  queftion 
ivhether  the  Code  Marchand  of  Louis  the  AlVih  was 
c?er  adopted  in  that  country.  It  was  contended^  on  the  one 
kand  that  it  did  not  appear  eVer  to  have  been  Vegiftered  by 
VoL.XXI5t,.  3D  o,.ze..v<Jfe?)gIe 


388  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1791. 

the  Supreme  Council;  on  the  other  hand  it  was  infiifted,  that 
it  had  been  fafficienlly  afted  upon  to  fliew  that  it  might  have 
keen  regiftcred,  or  in  fome  other  manner  adopted.     In  thit 
confifted  the  great  complaint  of  uncertainty;  that  fubje^ 
however,  was  in  a  courfe  of  decifion,  and  confequcntly  it 
would  be  afcertained  that  an  infolvcnt  law  did  exift,  and  that 
a  law  muft  be  made'  fuitable  to  the  local  circumftances  of? 
that  country.     But  if  it  were  true  that  the  mercantile  law  of  1 
Canada  was  imperfrfl,  the  remedy  of  overturning  it,  and 
l>ntting  a  law  different  in   its  forms  and  all  its  detail,  al-» 
though  fimilar  in  principles,  in  its  place,  would  be  attended' 
with  the  utmoft  inconvenience.     It  muft  be  confidered,  h* 
^   faid,  how  mercantile  law  had  been  eftablifhed  in  this  couo*' 
try;  it  was  by  purfuing  the  pradlicc  of  merchants  in  this 
Tountry,  which  local  experience  had  (hewn  to  be  bed  adapt-- 
ed  to  their  profeffion,  arid  as  fuclt  adopted  and  confirmed  bf  j 
our  courts  of  law.     He  obferved,  that  if  in  all  its  minute  d^^ 
tSiil,  that  fyftem  were  carried  in  the  lump  to  any  other  coun-' 
try,  the  utmoft  embarraffment  might  follow.     In  the  auJhi 
minute  iiiftaiices,  that  detail  might  be  found  inapplicable;i 
who  could  fay  with  certainty  that  the  fame  diligence  whidt' 
Was  required  in  this  country,  with  refpe£t  to  unaccepted  or 
unpaid  bills  of  exchange,  would  be  pradlicahle  in  that  coon* 
try?  who  would  fay,  that  where  a  certain  number  of  days 
were  admitted  in  this  country,  as  days  of  grace,  it  would  be- 
convenient  in  that  country?  The  forms  of  adions,  whidl 
wottid  be  now  and  /hen,  would  be  iuddenly  introduced,  ce-' 
'  <)tiire  the  fudden  introduf) ion  of  pleaders  and  advocates  te 
condu£l  them.     Mercantile  law,  though  almoft  univerfally 
fimilar  in  its  leading  principles,  was  in  its  detail  peihaps  Che- 
noft  local  of  any  other  fubjec^  of  law.     He  obferved,  that 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  worthy   Alderman  and  others 
fliewed  that  when   they  fpoke  of  the  introdu&ion  of  the 
mercantile  law  of  England  to  fupercede  the  prefent  law,  it 
was  forgot  that  it  would  go  far  beyond  the  great  exporter 
and  importer,  (who  feemed  ^nly  to*  be  in  gentlemen's  coa« 
ttmplation,  and  they  were  chiefiy  Englifh)^  but  it  (hould  be 
confidered  that  it  would  pervade  the  traders  of  every  dc- 
fcription  in  the  whole  country.     Having  reafoned  upon  this, 
the  Attorney  General  proceeded  to  (late  that  he  had  himfd 
fonverfed  with  feveral  Canada  merchants,  and  u^n  repre- 
lenting  to  them  the  great  extent  of  their  wilhes,  to  ad^^t  tl» 
^hole  mercantile  law  of  England,  they  unanimoufly  ex* 
claimed  againft  particular  parts,  efpecially  the  bankrupt  lar. 
it  would  therefore  becomen  eccflary  to  leAeSt  before  aiif 
^      mode  was  adopted.     He  thought  that  fuch  a  feleAion  cocld 
onljbe  madcby  alegiflatureonthe  fpot;  who  would  jiadiaHyt 
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and  as  particular  exigencies  called  for  it,  adapt  fo  mu^h  of 
the  Engli/h  law  as  (hould  be  neceflary.  He  olifi^rv^d  th^ 
the  idea  of  afcribing  loiles  to  the  imperfection  of  th^  fqbfiA^ 
iog  law  in  Canada*  prevailed  fo  nouch  in  the  miodfii  of  £nr 
gliih  merchants,  that  he  had  heard  it  noentioned  as  a^  grig^ 
vance,  that  a  great  cargo  of  goods  feot  to  MoatrealjL  ha4 
keen  fold,  the  money  laid  out  in  land^  ami  fettlod  hf  a*  fa«)ir 
ly  fettlement,  on  a  marriage/  which  by  the  law  01  Qanada 

could  not  be  reclaimed  by  the  merchants*     He  obferved  that      ^ 

fkt  law  of  Englaiid  would  have  faid  the  fame,  s^nd  he  coii'- 
ttivtfd  that  it  would  be  fo  in  mofl  other  countries*.  He 
therefore  concluded  with  obferving,  that  as  far  as  the  leaving 
it  to  the  wifdom  of  the  local  legiflature  to  aflimilate  their 
i)ercantile  law  to  that  of  England,  inftead  of  overturning 
the  prefent  laws,  was  an  objedtion  to  thedivifionof  the  pro* 
fioce,  he  thought  it  wife  and  proper  to  give  to  the  one  part 
the  law  of  England,  which  they  were  acquainted  with,  and 
Jeare  the  bw  of  the  other,  fubje<fl  to  temperate  and  gradual  . 
liberation. 

Mr*  Francis  aflced  Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  if  it  was  his  intenr     Mr. 
rtion,  by  the  divifion  of  the  province  to  affimilale  the  Canar   Francis* 
fans  to  the  language,  the  manners,  the  habits,  and  above 
ail,  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain? 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  he  certainly  did  mean  to  Mr*  Pitt. 
io  fo,  and  that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
Aat  an  attempt  to  force  on  them  thofe  laws  to  which  their 
Dwn  prejudices  were  averfe,  was  not  the  way  ever  to  recon-  / 

cile  theo)  to  the  Uritifii  laws  and  conditution*  He  f4id  ^ 
sreat  part  of  the  commercial  law  of  this  country  waa  sllrea- 
h  in  Canada,  and  he  intended  to  leave  it  to  the  legiflature  of 
:  Canada  to  adopt  fuch  laws  as  they  though^  were  fuited  for 
i  Ihcir  fitoation*    • 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  it  was  not  his  wi(h  to  introduce  all  the  Mr.  Fox. 
:  Englifh  laws  into  Canada.  But  he  thought  that  the  fyftem^ 
which  was  now  purfned,  with  regard  to  the  government, 
had  a  tendency  to  prevent  even  the  propability  of  adopting  '  " 
£ngli(h  regulations.  By  being  mixed,  they  would  certainly 
he  more  liable  to  coalefce.  And  it  was  not  recoiled  ed,  tha,t 
while  they  were  confulting  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Lower  Canada,  they  were  leaving  unprovided  thofe  of 
Upper  Canada,  who  were  really  deiirous  of  Englifli  laws, 

Mr*  Huffij  wifhed  to  make  fome  enquiry  about  a  circupi-  Mr* 
fiance  which  he  believed  it  might  he  as  proper  to  mention  Hufley* 
now  as  at  any  future  ftage  of  the  bill.  He  had  in  his  pocket 
>n  atlefted  copy  of  a  memorial  to  Lord  Dorchefler,  figned 
hy  many  refpeftable  inhabitants  of  the  province «f  Canada, 
complaining  that  cheir  agent,  Mf .  Limbumer,  upon  an  ap- 
plication to  the  then   Secretary  of  Sate,  (Lord  GrenviUel    . 
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for  a  copy  of  the  propofed  bill,  which  was  meant  to  frame  f 

conAitution  for  Canada,  h^d  been  refufed*    In  his  opinion, 

it  would  have  been  better  that  tJ^c  perfons  who  were  princi* 

-pally  interefted  in  this  bill,  fhould  have  had  an  oppormnitj 

of  knowing  its  contents,  that  we  might  be.c^ertain,  whenwi 

were  framing  a  la>¥  for  their  government,  that  we  were  idi^ 

it  in  a  way  which  was  likelylo  give  them  fatisfeftion. 

Mr.  Pitt.      ^^'  Chancellor  Pitt  thought,  that  if  it  was  deemed  nccrf 

fary  to  ccnlult  the  province  of  Canada,  further  than  thej 

.    knew   of  their  fenfiments  already,  upon   ihe  neccflity  fa 

fomenew  conflitution,  which  His  Majefty's  MiniflersU 

pledged  themfelves  to  bring  forward,  it  would  have  W 

much  better  that   the  honourable  gentWman,  or  any  pcflii 

I  who  had  any   information  upon  the  fubjed^,  h^d  mcntiod 

'  t^at  citcuiTiftai  ce  before  this  time.     As  to  the  applicitioi 

made  to  His  Majeft>'s   Secretary  of  State,    he  recoilcfii 

■hearing  fomething  of  it;  but  at  the  time  it  was  made,  hcluj 

lieved  ihe  Necreury  of  Safe  thought   it  improper  to  give  it 

formation  to  thi-  perfon  who  applied,  without  any  particah 

authority;  becaufe   he  confldered,  that  while  he  was  til^ii 

every  ftep  to  obtain  iiifo»*mation  upon  the  fubjefi,  bccoJ| 

not  give  any  copy  of  what  was  likely  to  be  broyght  bctt 

Parliament.  ] 

^j.^  N:r.  Powys  wiflied  to  a(k  one  queflion,  and  he  ihooghtij 

Powys.    an  unfair  one.     It  was,  whether  the  Minifter  knewrthattli 

bill  would  be  agreeable  tc  that  province,  for  whife  benefit! 

was-intende^?  He  thought  it  could  not  be  fo;  as  one  ftt<^ 

petitioners  had  prayed,  that  they  might  have  no  Aflcortj 

and  for  them   an    .'^ffembly  was   provided.      Another  m 

wifhed  for  an  Aflembly,  and  their  wifhes  this  bill  woold^ 

fatisfy,  becaufe  it  gave  them  no  Affembly,  from  which* 

thought  it  was  not  probable  that  the  bill  was  likclj  lobc^ 

greeable  to  thofe  whofe  relief  and  ;^dvantage  it  was  inlcM 

for.  ^  J 

Mr.  Piit.       ^^'  Chancellor  Pin  contended  as  formerly,  that  MiwT 

were  pledged  to  bring  forward  fome  propofitlon  fort^ 

vernment  of  Canada,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  conii 

*    what  was  the  moft  agreeable  piode  of  doing  it. 

lyjy  Mr.  Sheridan  fa  id,  he  meant  to  have  moved,  andhcbc^ 

Sheridan.  *^^^  ^^^^  perfon  of  greater  weight  would  yet  movp,thitt 

bill  fhould  be  fent  over  to  Canada,  fmce  it  would  !«< 

trcmely  defireable  to  know  whether  the  plan  waslike^l 

meet  the  wiflies  of  the  people,  even  though  they  waiirf* 

next  feffion  for  an  anfwer. 

$ir  Johtt       Sir  John  Sinclair  propofed  an  amendment  to  theclaufc 

Sinclair,  effefk  of  Which  was,   to  prevent  the  divifion  of  thcpro«J 

The  Chairman  put  thequeftion  on  this  amendment, 

w?s  negatived  without  a  divifion,,^,^,,  by L^oogle    •   ^ 
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The  Chairman  having  read  the  next  claufe  of  the  billy 
iz,  that  for  the  conilitution  of  the  Legiflative  Council, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  oppol'e  the  claufe,  and  objedl  to  the  mode  Wr.  Fo». 
f  appointing  the  Council.  He  faid,  that  he  would  throw 
ut  generally  his  ideas  as  to  the  means  of  fubflituting  what, 
le  could  not  but  conceive  to  be  a  better  mode  of  appointing  a 
Council,  than  the  mode  adopted  in  the  claufe  as  it  ftood. 
•irft,  he  laid  It  down  as  a  princij  le  never  to  be  departed  from, 
bat  every  part  of  the  firitiih  dominions  ought  to  poflefs  a 
;overnment,  in  the  conftitution  of  which  monarchy,  arifto- 
racy,  and  democracy  were  mutually  blended  and  united; 
lor  could  any  government  be  a  fit  one  for  Briti(h  fubjefts  to 
ive  under,  which  did  not  contain  its  due  weight  of  ariftocra- 
y,  becaufe  that  he  confidered  to  be  the  proper  poifeof  the 
onftitution,  the  balance  that  equalized  and  meliorated  tlie 
owers  of  the  two  other  extreme  branches,  and  gave  flahJi- 
y  and  firmnefs  to  the  whole,  [a  loud  cry  of  hear!  heari]  It 
ccame  neceflary  to  look  what  were  the  principles  on  which  , 
riftrocacy  was  founded,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  admit- 
ed  to  him,  that  they  were  two- fold,  namely,  rank  and  pro- 
crty,  or  both  united.  In  thi«  country,  the  Houfe  of 
,ords  formed  the  ariftocracy,  and  that  confided  of  heredi- 
ary  titles,  in  noble  families  of  ancient  origin,,  or  poflefled 
y  Peers  newly  created,  on  account  of  their  extended  landed 
h)perty.  Mr.  Fox  f lid,  that  prejudice  for  ancient  familie.% 
nd  that  fort  of  pride  which  belonged  to  nobility,  was  right 
D  be  encouraged  in  a  country  like  this,  or  one  great  inceu- 
ive  to  virtue  would  be  abolifhed,  and  the  national  dignity, 
%  well  a^  its  domeAic  intereft,  would  be  diminiflicd  and 
resikened.  There  was  alfo  a  thing  to  he  remembered,  which 
ave  additional  honour  to  our  Houfe  of  Lords*  as  long  efta- 
lifhed  refped  for  the  perfons  and  families  of  thofe  who,  in 
snfequence  either  of  their  own  fuperior  talents  and  eminent 
Tvices,  or  of  one  or  both  in  their  anceftors,  conftituted  the 
'eerage,  Ariftocracy,  he  obferved,  was  by  no  means  pe- 
uliar  to  pure  ariftrocacies,  fuch  as  Venice  and  Genoa,  and 
ren  to  defpotic  or  to  mixed  governments.  They  were  t» 
t  found  in  democracies,  and  were  there  confidered  as  an  ef- 
ntial  part  of  the  conftitution,  affeflion  to  thofe  whofe  fa- 
lilies  had  beft  ferved  the  public,  being  always  entertained 
ith  the  warmeft  fincerity  and  gratitude.  Thus  in  the  an- 
ent  republics  of  Athens  and  of  Rome,  they  all  knew  the 
jfpeft  paid  to  thofe,  who  had  diftinguiflied  themfelvcsby 
leir  fervices  for  the  commonwealth.  Upon  every  ground 
F  confideration,  therefore,  it  would  be  wife,  and  what  was 
lore,  indifpenfibly  neceflary,  that  an  ariftocracy  (hould 
lake  a  branch  of  the  conftitution  for  Canada;  it  was  un- 
mbtedly  equally  important  with  citlier  the  popular  or  tlie. 

inonar-  o 
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■lonarcfiicar.^    But  then  the  nature  of  the  cafe  nraft  be  cocifi- 
.'  ilered;  and  he  (houkl  therefore  not  advife  the  giving  Canada 
a  (ervile  imitation  of  our  ariftocracy,  becanfe  we  could  noC 
givethem  a  Houfe of  Lords  like  our  own.     The  right  Ihn' 
iDdOttrable  gentleman  over  the  waj  appeared  to  be  aware  ^■ 
this,  and  therefore  he  had  recourfe  to  a  fabfittute  for  heredl* 
tary  nobility.     It  was,  however,  he  mud  contend,  a  very  w^ 
adeq,t]ate  fubflitute,  it^  was  a  femblance  but  not  a  fubftanoof 
Lords  indeed  we  might  give  them,  but  there  was  no  fiid({ 
thing  2^  creating  tliat  reverence  and  refpe£k*  for  them,  o^ 
which  tlieir  digmty  and  weight  in  the  view  of  both  the  po*: 
futar  and  monarchical  part  of  the  conftitultion  depeoiUU 
and  which  atone  could  give  them  that  power  of  controv 
and  fupport  that  were  the  obje£ls  of  their  inflitution.     If 
Ci^afda  Ihould  grow  into  a  great  and  flourifhing  colon}) 
(2mA  he  trufted  that  it  would)  as  it  was  removed  at  fuch  4 
^ftattce  from  the  principal  feat  of  Parliament,  it  was,   thj 
more  neceflary  to  make  the  Council,  in  a  confideroble  degree; 
independent  of  the  Governor  and  the  people;  becaufe  thepra* 
vince  being  fo  far  off,  the  power  of  coiitroul  could  not  bt* 
property  excrcifed  ^y  that  Houfe,  with  a  view  to  the  calling 
upon  the  refponiibility   of  Minifters,  and  punifliing   theol 
for  any  abufe  of  tlie  prerogative,  by  giving  wrong  advice  t9 
the  Council,  through  the  medium  of  the  Governor.     ThifJ 
wais»  he  faid,  a  clear  argument  why  the  Council  ought  tuo/t 
tu*  be  appointed  by  the  Crown«  ^ 

Property,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was,  and  had  ever  been  held  ft> 
fce  the  true  foundation  of  ariftocracy;  and  when  he  u(ed  tha^^ 
.  word  ariftocracy,  he  did  not  n^an  it  in  the  odious  fenfe  of.V 
ariftocrat,  as  it  had  been  lately  called,  with  that  he  had  no*  ^ 
rhMig  to  do.  He  meant  it  in  its  true  fenfe,  as  an  indifpenfi* 
Wy  neceflary  part  of  a  mixed  government,  under  a  freecou- 
ftitutiom*  Inflead,  therefore,  of  the  King's  naming  the 
Couhcit  at  that  diflance>  (in  which  cafe  they  had  no  fecarity 
that  perfons  of  property,  and  perfons  fit  to  be  named,  wonia 
fcechofen),  wifhmg,  as  he  did,  to  put  the  freedom  and  ftabi- 
liry  of  theconftirution  of  Canada  on  the  ftrongeftbafis,  he 
firopofed  that  the  Council  fhould  be  eledive.  ^ut  bow 
ele<aive?  not  as  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly 
were  intended  to  be,  but  upon  another  footing.  He  prqpofra 
that  the  Members  of  the  Council  fhould  ne^  be  eligible  to 
he  ekited,  unlefs  they  poffefled  qualifications  infinitely 
higher  than  thofe  who  were  eligible  to  be  chofen  Meiirf>ers  of  | 
th' Houfe  of  Aflembly;  and  in  like  manner  the  eledorsof 
ibe  Members  of  Council  mufl  poflefs  qualifications  alfo  pro- 
portionably  higher  than  thofe  of  the  eleflors  to  reprefenta* 
tlves  Hn  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly.  By  this  means,  Mr.  Fox  ^. 
faid,  they  would  liave  a  real  ariftocracy  chofen  by  perfons  d 
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property  from  among  perfons  of  the  higheft  property,  an! 
would  thence  necefiarily  poffefs  that  weight,  influence,  zni 
independency,  from  which  alone  could  be  ^lerived  a  power 
of  guarding  againft  any  innovatk>ns  that  might  be  made^ 
nrl^r  by  the  people  on  the  one^art,  or  tlie  Crown  on  the 
Mher.  In  anfwer  to  this  propofition,  Mn  Fox  obferved,  k 
Might  poffiUy  be  faiJ  to  him^  iJF  you  are  decidedly  in  favour  of 
an  eledive  ariftocracy,  why  do  you  not  follow  up  your  owsi 
l^ncipie,  and  propofe  to  aboltfli  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  an4 
Bake  diem  ele£live?  For  this  plain  reafon,  becaiife  the  Bii* 
Kifii  Houfe  of  Lords  flood  011  the  hereditary,  known,,  anA 
acknowledged  refped  of  the  country  for  particular  inftitSH 
lions;  and  it  was  impoffibie  to  put  an  infant  conftitution 
lipon  the  fame  footing.  It  would  be  as  ridiculous  to  (ay  yos 
iiall  hav«  a  houfe  of  Lords  like  that  in  England,  as  for  a  per- 
foti  in  his  clofet  to  o^ake  and  4ay  what  degree  of  reverenoe 
Bid  refped  fliould  belong  to  tliem.  From  what  he  had  iail^ 
Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  lie  might  poffiMy  be  deemed  an  sA* 
^ate  for  ariftocracy  fingly;  he  might,  undoubtedly,  witJi 
lUBQch  reafon^  as  he  had  been  called  a  republican.  Thofe 
prho  had  pretended  that  he  was  a  favourer  of  denK>craticai 
frtnciples,  bad  furely  read  very  little,  and  little  underftool 
the  fubjeds.  He  mentioned  the  American  governtnent% 
iod  faid,  he  thought  they  had  adled  wifely,  when  upon 
indmg  themfelves  reduced  to  the  naelaiKholy  and  unfbrtu- 
^late  fitoatfon  of  being  obliged  to  change  then*  government^ 
Ithey  had  preftrved  as  much  as  they  poffihiy  could  of  the  old 
Ibnn  of  their  governments,  and  thus  made  that  form  of  go- 
Vcmment  which  was  beft  for  themfelves;  moft  of  which  con- 
£fiedof  the  powers  of  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  anddemocra* 
cy  blended,  though  under  a  diiFerent  name. 

In  order  to  (hew,  that  his  idea  of  an  elective  Council  wai 
aotanew  one,  he  faid  that  before  the  revolution,  more  of 
the  Councils  in  our  colonies  were  eiefled  by  the  people  thaa 
the  King.  Mr*  Fox  faid,  he  had  thus  generally  ftated  the 
outline  of  his  propofition,  upon  which  he  did  not  mean  t0 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee,  unlefs  it  ftiould  be  the  ge- 
neral opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  adopted  ;  if  he  did  take  the 
fcnfeof  the  Committee,  and.  their  fenfe  fhould  be  againft  him, 
kflKwld  then  propofe  that  the  Council  fliould  either  be  all  at 
the  nomination  of  the  King,  or  all  hereditary.  He  believed 
that  any  Council  chofen  in  any  manner  would  be  better  than 
none;  to  have  them  eleflive  as  he  had  ftated,  he  ferioofly 
roought  would  he  beft,  but  it  would  be  more  detrimental  than 
even  the  not  having  an  ele<5tive  Council,  that  the  Governor 
fliould  be  left  to  himfelf,  to  decide  alone.  He  remembered  it 
Md  been  once  faid,  when  talking  of  rcprefentation,  that  any 
five  blurred  and  fifty  eight  gentlemea  who  could  be  firft 
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flopped  2t  Hyde*park  turnpikei  and  aflelDbled  in  that  Honb 
would  be  of  as  much  feryice  to  the  peopU  Ski  they  wen 
Mr.  Fox  faidi  he  by  no  means  agreed  with  the  propofitioo 
or  any  one  equally  extravagant;  hut  many  were  always: 
check  to  one,  and  a  Governor  might  decide  in  his  clofet  upa 
a  meafure  fo  fooliih  and  fo  wickedi  that  he  would  not  lun 
•the  face  to  ftate  it  to  znj'  ftumber  of  perfon^.  The  vfi] 
circumdance  of  a  Governor's  b^ing  obliged  to  have  his  opi 
njon  canvafled  by  many,  was  a  polftive  advantage;  and  dif 
cuffion,  he  was  fatisfitd,  always  producied  good*  After  put 
«  ting  this  pointedly*  he  faid,  if  there  were  to  fh  hereJitarj 
members  of  the  Council,  they  ought  all  to  be  fo.  Th 
theck  upon  making  Peers  here,  he  faid,  he  had  ever  coo^ 
iidered  as  attended  with  this  advantage,  that  when  theKiii| 
made  a  Peer,  he  recollededthat  he  entailed  an  l^reditary  Up 
gillatureon  the  country.  A  doubt  exited,  Mr.  Foiiai^l 
whether  the  King  had  a  right  to  mak^  a  Peer  for  life,  widi 
out  bis  title  being  hereditary,  ind  at  this  time  be  underft^oi 
there  was  fuch  a  juridical  queftion  collaterally  exifting  inriu 
Houfe  of  Lords,  which  was  a  clear  proof  that  the  pra^btii 
yras  unknown.  If  the  Crown  had  fuch  a  power,  the  lif 
Peers  might  overwhelm  the  hereditary  peeragey  and  thus  " 
flroy  the  conftitutional  contronl  of  the  Ariftocracy,  in 
they  attempted  to  refiil  the  Crown,  llius  under  prei 
of  Ariftocracy,  Lords  might  be  introduced  as  mere  tools 
the  Minifter,  and  give  Government  an  opportunity  to  d  ^ 
the  conftitution,  and  exercife  defpottc  power  in  the  moft 
(hape.  If,  however,  fuch  an  ufeofthe  prerogative' 
be  exerted.  He  had  no4oubt,  he  faid,  but  it  would  beibot 
remedied. 

In  the  province  of  Canada,  Mvd  Fox  continued  to  oblenrc^ 
%he  introdu£lion  of  nobility  was  peculiarly  improper  for  a 
variety  of  rcafons,  in  fadl  there  was  a  fort  of  nobiiitv  tlicf^' 
already,  viz.  the  Seigneurs,  who  were  utterly  unnr,  dot 
were  not  refpe<Sled  enough,  to  be  made  hereditary  nobter 
ihid  yet  would  Minifters,  he  afked,  pafs  by  the  realnobilir' 
of  the  country,  the  Seigneurs,  and  create  a  fet  of 
over  them,  whom  the  world  called  nobility,  and  inveft  tl 
with  hereditary  honours?  By  the  bye,  the  fort  of  titl 
meant  to  be  given  were  not  named  in  the  bill;  he  prefii 
the  reafon  was,  that  they  could  not  he  named  without creai 
ing  laughter.  Having  thus  gone  through  his  propo£ti< 
Mr.  Fox  generally  Remarked,  that  fo  neceflary  wasari/1 
cracy  to  all  governments,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  deftruA' 
of  all  that  had  been  deftroyed,  could  be  proved  to  have 
from  the  negleft  of  the  true  ariftocracy,  upon  which  it  ^ 
pended  whether  a  conftitution  fliould  be  great,  enerj 
and  powerful.     He  explained  that  he  was  fo  far  a  repoblici 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


A.i79>*  DEBATES.  39I 

that  he  approred  all  Governnumt)  where  the  ns  puUica  'wai 
the  antverfal  prindfple,  and  the  people,  as  under  ourcottfti- 
[  tution,  bad  confiderable  weight  in  the  Government.  Mr« 
f  Fox  concluded  with  declaring  emphatically,  that  true  arifto* 
\  tracy  gave  a  country  that  fort  of  energy,  that  fort  of  fpirit, 
^*  4nd  that  fort  of  enterprise  which  ah^ays  made  a  country  great 
;  >  and  tiappy. 

\     Mr«  Barkeand  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  at  the  fame  time^ 
1  kit  the  latter  perfiAing,  Mr.  Burke  fat  down^. 

F  Mr.  Pitt  then  fatd,  that  it  was  with  |;reat  reluAance  he  Mr.  ri% 
-  liidoppofed  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  being  firil  heard, 
'  Init  as  he  had  brought  in  the  bill,  and  as  the  fubje£l  to  which 
-the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  juft  fat  down, 
f-ip)>lied|  was  extremely  important,  he  felt  himfelf  peculiarly 
-anxious  toetplain  his  fentiments  upon  it,  immediately,  while 
^Iheopibion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  frefh  in 
'.the minds  df  the  Committee.  It  was,  he  declared,  with 
^'gttat  fatisfaAion  that  he  had  heard  a  confiderable  part  of 
Ithf  fpeech  which  the  right  hdnourable  gentleman  had  juft 
f'ibted^  He  faid,  he  rejoiced  at  it  with  the  utmoft  fincerity, 
I*'  foce  doubts  hod  becii  entertained  of  the  right  honourable 
i  gentleman^s  regard  to  our  happy  and  excellent  conflitution 
!  which  the  cordial,  and  he  entertained  not  the  leaft  hefitation 
\  to  fay,  the  Cncere  teftimony  of  the  attachment  which  the 
I  tight  honourable  gentleman  bare  to  the  principles  of  our  an- 
€eflors  had  completely  removed.  He  was  thence  proud  of 
\-  the  advantage  that  he  fliould«derive  fro/n  the  fupport  of  the 
tight  hononrable  gentleman  to  refift  any  attempt  that  might 
be  made  contrary  to  our  conftitution.  He  rejoiced,  he  faid, 
to  have  a  bafis for  the  infufion  of  thofe  principles,  a  mixture 
of  the  democratical,  the  ariftocratical,  and  the  monarchical^ 
on  which  had  depended  the  fafety  of  our  conftitution,  in 
prefcrving  pnre  and  entire  the  power  given  to  the  King,  the 
people,  and  the  country,  on  th«  maintenance  of  which  de- 
pended our  happlnefs  and  our  future  profpe£ls.  'Ariftocracy 
was,  he  contended,  the  true  poife,  as  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had  emphatically  ftated  it,  cf  the  conftitution;  it  wat 
the  eilenlial  link  that  Iield  the  branches  together,  and  gave 
ftability  and  ftrength  to  the  whole;  ariftocracy  rcfledied 
hftreon  the  Crown,  and  lent  fupport  and  efFeA  to  the  de- 
mocracy, while  the  democracy  gave  vigour  and  energy  to 
hoth,  and  the  fovereignty  crowned  the  conftitution  with  au- 
thority and  dignity.  He  joined,  therefore,  as  far  as  that 
Went,  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  agreed 
with  him  that  as  much  as  poflihle  of  a  conftitution,  dcfervedly  . 
the  glory  and  happinefs  of  thofe  who  lived  under  it,  and  the 
ttodel  and  envy  of  the  world,  ftiould  be  extended  to  all  our 
Vol.  XXIa«  3  £  depen-  t 
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^^B^ad^nciesy  9s  far  i^  fye  Joc^l  Situation  of  t|^  cbloDjr»  w4 
the  nature  ai)<J  circpmfiances  of  thex:ale  ^m^uld  admits 
^  Where  b.e  di^ere^  with  the  right   honontable  ^ntkpi^l 

was,  with  refpe3  to  the  ariftocracy  pfppoi^d  to  be  iof^M 
.    into  the  conftitutLon  of  Capajda,  which  he  thought  might  1^ 
brought  mucli  nearer  to  pur  own^  bj  other  me^ns  tl^  bf 
thofe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had   propofed.    Oftf 
ariftQCfacy,  Mr.  Pitt  fi^jd,    was  not  oierdy  cefpefiabieon 
account  of  its  property,  \ hough  that  undoubtedly  wa$  na 
fjl^allconfideratipu  in  the  fcale  of  i|ts  refpedability ;  but  it 
Wi$   ri&ntially   refpedtable   fpr  its   hereditary  diftinflipoi 
Rowing  from  the  Crown,  as  tbp  fountain  of  honour.    It  wis 
op  th^t  ^ccopnt  not  Ufs  the  poifeof  the  /coniliUitioni  tb^n  if  ' 
Qpr  ariftocrqcy  were  ele£live;  00.  the  contrary,  it  w^mom 
fo,  becauCe  according  to  the  known  gejiius  ;ind  fpirit  ofoo^ 
conAitution,  monarchy  was '  tlie  fource  from  whence  tbp 
other  part$  ^urofe,  «^nd  therisfore  the  more  near  th^  ariilocracy 
was  to  the  Crown,  copfequently  the  more  immediately  con- 
genial was  it  to  theconAitutioa  itfelf,  as  prigiaaUj  adopted 
and  plamietl  by  our  anceftors.    In  that  happy  iqrm,  aqi  ; 
conftrufled  and  prefefved  ppon  that  wife  principle,    wc  felt 
the  blefling  of  monarchy,  iiriftocracy  jind  democf^cy  alluiu* 
ted.     He  Should  l^^ment,  therefore,  tn  create  ai^  ^riftocracy 
by  a  feledion  from  property  alone,  or  by  making  i%  eledirt^ 
as  in  either  cafe  it  would  render  the  poire  nearer  lo  th^  pMk 
pie  than  it  wa^  to  the  Crof^n  in  the  Bi  itiffa  conftitaticMi*    He 
agreed,  he  faid,  with  the  right  .honoprable  gentleman,  thiK 
we  could  not  give  all  the  rdpe£t  to  a  new  nohility»    that  be- 
longed to  an  hereditary  line  of  nobles  traceable  to  antiquityy 
b|3t  we  could  give  the  fame  degree  of  refpefl   to  it  as  had 
accompanied  the  origin  of  our  nobility,  and  focceedtng  ^ 
would  beftow  ^11  the  reft.    Mn  Pitt  laid  gre^t  ftrefs  on  th# 
circumftances  of  the  hereditary  honours  being  denved  ioioie- 
diately  from  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Briuin,'  which  hi 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  peculiar  value,    [Mr.  M«  A,  Taylor 
having  laughed  out.  while  Mr.  Pitt  was  expre^tng  his  (atis- 
fa^lion  at  finding  that  Mr.  Fox's  principles  wert  conftitu- 
tional,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  the  prefentop^ 
portunity  of  faying,  that  he  could  not  believe^  erven  in  iKft-* 
infancy  of  fucb  honours,  there  was  any  thing  that  ought  t^ 
provoke  a  fmtle.]     With  regard  to  the  objwJk  of  hereditary 
nobility,  he  conceived  it  could  only  be  gradual;   but  hero 
far  di^ered  from   the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  Im 
thought  there  was  fqmethii^g  in  the  habits^   caftoms,    snd 
manners  of  Canada,  that  peculiarly  fitted  it  for  tb^  rec^ioa 
of  hereditary  honours;  and  in  refpe£t  toSeignories,  befaid, 
he  imagined  thr^t  fome  of  the  Seignors  were  to  be  found  of 
fui^cient  property  and  refpeft  to  make  it  fit  th^l  they  fti^uM 
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W  among  oth^  Mined  to  thofe  honours.  The  extenfion  of 
commerce  and  of  wealth  in  the  province,  which  there  was 
d^ery  reifon  t6  imagine  would  follow  the  introdufilion  of  the 
liew  conititution,  would  make  them  hold  a  fair  weight  in 
that  conftitution^  and  imperceptibly  clothe  them  with  that 
itfpeA  and  influenc^that  ought  to  belong  to  the  ariflocraticaT 
branch  of  a  free  Government;  and  he  was  firmly  perfuaded^ 
that  the  ariftocracy  flowing  from  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great  Britainy  would  tend  materially  to  ftrengthen  the  f)0(tein 
of  connexion  between  the  colony  and  the  mother  country. 
The  want  of  thofe  honours,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  had  tended  to 
accelerate  the  ieparation  of  the  former  Colonics.  He  decla- 
red, he  neither  wifhed  the  ariftocracy  to  be  dependent  oh 
the  Crown,  nor  on  the  people,  and  therefore  he  was  defii'ous 
of  bringing  it  as  near 'to  the  model  of  the  Britifh  ariftocracy 
ai  poffible.  He  feared  there  was  not  enough  at  prefent  to 
fonn  an  hereditary  Peerage,  and,  therefore  we  could  c^nly  ex« 
ped,  it  being  an  infant  ariAocracy,  to  bring  it  as  near  as 
circumfiances  would  admit  to  our  own,  but  they  would  gra* 
dually  increafe  till  all  became  hereditary.  He  took  notice  of 
the  definition  which  Mr.  Fox  had  given  of  his  republican 
principles,  and  faid,  as  far  as  a  regard  for  all  Governments 
that  had  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  for  their  bafis,  there 
was  fcarcely  a  Government  in  Europe,  that  was  not  in  foms 
dteree  republican. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  got  the  Aart  of  Mr.  Burke,  though  !he  Mr.M.  A» 
latter  gentleman  was  on  his  legs.  Mr.  Taylor  faid,  as  the  Taylor, 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  called  him  to  order  for  an 
accidental  laugh,  he  was  anxious  to  fay  that  it  efcaped  him 
at  Iwaring  the  right  honourable  gentleman  exprefs  his  fatis- 
fadion  on  finding  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  was 
not  fo  republican  in  his  principles  as  he  had  imagined.  Mr. 
Taylor  contended  that  his  right  honourable  friend  had  not 
Uttnifefled  more  confiitutiona)  principles  that  day,  than  he 
had  uniformly  fopported  throughout  his  political  life.  He 
inftanccd  a  proof  of  it,  afforded  on  a  day  When  the  army  was 
voted  in  the  laft  Parliament,  and  mentioned  other  corrobora- 
tite  examples. 

Mr.  Burkeh^gzn  with  obferving  on  Mr.  Taylor's  having i^r.Burl^p 
interrupted  him,  but  had  apologized  for  fo  doing,  with  great 
goodhutnour  on  the  fubje£^.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
Ik  faid,  had  laughed  firft,  and  communicated  the  laughter  to 
others;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  as  the  Houfe  had  poffibly 
l^dthcir  laugh  out,  they  would  indulgte  him  with  a  patient 
hearing.  Mv.  Burke  faid,  he  had  ferved'  the  Houfe  and  the 
country  in' one  capacity  or  other  twenty-fix  years,  five  and 
twenty  ofwhich  he  had  fpent  within  thofe  walls.  He  had 
wafbtt  fo  much  of  bis*  life  to  a  pre<iious  pui'polb,  if  that  ' 
3£  2  Houie 
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Houfe  would  at  lad  countenance  a  moft  infidions  defigo  to 
l-uiii  him  io  reputation,  and  crown  his  age  with  iafamy. 
For  the  beftpart  of  the  time,    he  faid,  he  had   been  a  very 
.    laborious  and  afliduous,  though  a  very  unimportant,  ferTant  ^ 
of  the  public.     He  had  not,    he  declared,    been  ufed  with 
fxieiidihip;  but  if  he  was   feparated  from  his  party,  and  left 
alone  by  them,  he  hoped  to   meet  a  fair  open  hoftility,  to 
which  he  would  oppoi'ehimfelf  in  a  firm  manly  way  for  tbe^i 
yery  fhort  period  that  he  fliould  continue  aMember  of  that 
Houfe.     He  had  felt  deeply  wounded,  but  jam  certus  eundi^ 
ccrpcbatfomnus*     With  regard  to  the  friendly  cenfures  that  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  caft  on  him,    he  felt  tbt 
difficulty  that  he  had  experienced  the  other  night,  in  a  peco* 
liar  degree  at  that   moment,    becaufe  if  he  /hould  reply  to 
what  he  had  heard  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  near 
him,  on  his  idea  of  arLegiflacive  Council  for   Canada,  and 
ihould  fay  that  his  fentiments  were  too  democratical,    bf 
ihould  then  be  liable  to  be  pointed  out  as  invidioufly  de- 
figning  to  prevent  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  prefer* 
ment,  by  defcribing  him  as  unworthy  of  his  Monarch's  far 
vour;  and  if,  on   the   other  hand,    in   obferving   upon  the 
-different  fuggeftions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over 
the  way,  he  fliould  ftate  that  they  appeared  to  him  to  befoo 
favourable  to  monarchy,  then  he  might  be  faid  to  have  chaig- 
ed  that  right  honourable  gentleman  with  holding   orinciplei 
of  defpotifm-,  which  would  render  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman liable  to  the  disfavour  of  that  Houfe,    and  of  the 
Crown,    both  of  whom  he  ought  to  honour  and  refpefi* 
Mr.  Burke  faid  farther,  that  in  confequence  of  tlie  turn  the 
converfation  between  a  right  honourable  gentleman  and  him* 
felf  had  taken  the  other  night,  he  had    heard  that  there  wai 
an  intention  to  make  or  take  an   occafiofi  of  imputing  what* 
ever  he  might  fay,  to  a  bafe  premeditated  artific  on  his  par, 
to  make  the  rjght  honourable  gentleman  i>afs  for  a  repubtican, 
in  order  that  he  might  foonerget   into  power  him(elf.    He 
had  found  this  defign  conveyed  to  him  as  a.fectet,  but  the 
very  next  day  a  plot !  a  plot!  was  cried  out  in  one  of  the 
common   newfpapers,  which  was  wholly  afcribed   to  hio. ' 
[Mr,  Burke  here  read  from  a  daily  paper,  an  intimation  tl>>t 
an  account  of  fuch  a  plot  had  been   received  by  the  editor, 
but  that  for  prudential  reafons,  he  did  not  choofe  to  print 
it.] 

Mr.  M.  A.Taylor  rofe  to  call  Mr.  Burke  to  order,  bnt 
waj  prevented  by  the  gentlemen  who  fat  next  him 

Mr.  Burke  refumed  his  argument,  contending  that  he  had 
a  right  to  be  heard,  while  he  endeavoured  to  clear  himiyf. 
from  the  foul  condufl  that  had  been  imputed  to  him*  WodU  . 
the  Houfe^  he  aikedj    think  he  was  a  fit  man  to  fit  there 
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irhile  under  the  impotation  that  he  had  defcribed  ?  If  he  had 
rilhed  to  attack  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  his  opi- 
lions  refpeAing  what  had  happened  in  France,  he  was  free 
l>  do  it  any  day  he  chofc ;  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
lad  fafficiently  often  avowed  thofe  opinions  in  that  Houfe. 
Finding  himfelf,  without  any  caufe,  feparated  and  excluded 
fiocii  his  party,  it  was  a  lofs  which  he  feverely  felt;  but 
vluie  he  felt  like  a  man,  he  would  bear  it  like  a  man.  He 
lenifd  that  he  had  ever  imputed  democratic  principles  to  th« 
fight  honoura!)le  gentleman  with  a  view  to  hurt  him  in  the 
ioindof  his  fovereign,  and  if  he  had  pufbed  him  to  a^declara« 
Son  of  his  principles,  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gen* 
Seroan  that  da>  would  prove  whether  he  was  HkeN  tohavft 
Iftaineci  his  end>  if  he  had  wifhed  to  draw  from  him  a  decU- 
pftion  of  democratic  principles.  In  the  converfation  the 
kher  evening,  the  right  honounibje  gentleman  had  faid,  he 
liad  written  a  bock  which  he  had  thought  it  featonable  and 
iroper  for  him  to  go  about  and  reprobate  in  the  whole,  and 
in  all  its  efiential  parts  and  principles,  fa  call  of  No!  no! 
from  the  oppofitipn  benches.]  He  rofe  theref  re  to  juftify 
bimleif  in  the-facc  ofthat  Houfe  and  of  his  cojuntry,  and  in 
p-.e  face  of  an  adverfary  the  moft  able,  eloquent,  and  power* 
Ful,  iMfLl  ever  was  encounterf d,  and  he  was  forry  to  perceive, 
tt\t  moil  willing  to  rake  up  the  whole  of  his  opinions  and 
pondv<3,  in  order  ^o  prove  that  they  were  ^abandoned  by  him 
iri'h  the  moft  fhamelefs  inconfvftency .  He  avowed  the  book 
Kp  all  jt  contained ;  when  he  wrote  it,  he  did  it  to  coun* 
tera^  this  machination  of  one  of  the  moft  defperate  and  moft 
Bialignant  fadions  that  ever  exifted  in  any  age  or  country* 
tie  wo)iId  flill  oppolie  the  mifchievous  principles  of  fuch  a 
bd^on,  thQugh  he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  ftand  alone, 
linproteded,  fupported  with  no  great  connexions,  with  no 
great  abilities,  and  with  no  great  fortune ;  and  thus  was  he 
jielivered  over  to  infamy  at  the  end  of  along  life,  juft  like 
^dervi(e  in  the  fable,  who,  after  living  till  ninety  in  the 
Ibppoied  prad ice  of  every  virtue,  wa  ?en>pted  atlafttothe 
comroiffion  of  a  fingle  error,  when  the  devil  fpit  in  his  face 
as  a  reward  for  all  his  ad  ions.  Had  he,  in  order  to  fupport 
Monarrhy,  faid,  the  other  evening,  that  it  was  right  to 
abufee^fery  republican  Government  that  ever  exifted?  Had 
heabufed  America,  or  Athens,  or  Rome,  or  Sparta?  But 
every  thing  had  been  remembered  that  he  had  ever  faid  pr 
Written,  in  order  to  render  it  the  ground  of  cenfure  and 
e(  abufe..  He  declared  he  could  not  caution  the  Houfe 
too  much  againft  what  had  pafted  in  France,  but  he  had  not 
palled  that  a  republic;  no,  it  was  an  anomaly  in  Government, 
be  knew  not  by  what  name  to  call  it,  nor  in  what  terms  to  de- 
^ribeit.     Itwai  1    ooalp 
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A  fhape. 


If  fhipe  it  might  bv  called,  that  fhape  had  ooM 

Diftiiiguiihabie  in  member^  joint,  orlimb; 

Or  lubHance  niight  be  call'd  ihat  {hadow  feem'^ 

For  each  feem*a  either;  black  it  flood  as  nighty 

Fierce  as  ten  furies,  terrible  as  hell. 

And  (liook  a^  dreadful  dart :  what  feeniM  his  bead. 

The  likenefs  ofa  kingly  crown  had  on. 

With  wide  Cerberian  mouths full]ou4»  androog 

A  hideous  peal.'' 

Itwas^  heaidded, 

**  Aihapclef^  monfter,  born  of  hell' and  chaos/       j 

After  having  repeated 'thefe  emphatical  lines,  Mr.  Btifll 
obferved  that  the  right  honourable  gaitleman's  words  hi 
gone  deep  to  his  heart,  when  he  had  told  him,*"  hckiW 
*^  how  to  draw  a  bill  of  indi£tment  againft  a  whoie  people 
He  knew  not  how  to  draw  any  fuch  indictment;  bot  i 
would  tell  the  Houfe  who  could,  viz.  the  National  AfleaiS 
of  Fia'nce,  who  had  drawn  a  bill  of  indi6lment  againfti 
peoj  leofSt.  Domingo,  He  could  draw  a  bill  of  indid 
againft  murder,  againft  treafon,  agnii  ft  felony,  or  he' 
draw  fuch  a  bill  againf^opprefli^n,  tyranny,  aiidcorrupMl 
but  not  a  bill  of  indidlment  againft  a  whole  people.  Aiil 
a  great  deal  of  remark  and  complaint  on  the  ground  of  ttA 
ter  perfonal  tohimfclf,  Mr.  IJorkeat  length  came  to  coott 
the  fuhjefl  of  the  claufc  before  the  Houfe,  and  declared 
the  right  hoiwurable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr. 
had  fpoken  his  fentiments  much  better  and  more  eloqi 
than  he  could  have  done  himfelf  on  that  fubjecl.  In  a  M 
narchy,  he  declared  the  ariftocracy  muft  ever  be  neartr' 
the  Crown  than  to  the  democracy,  becaufe  it  originateJi 
theCrowti  as  the  fountain  of  honour,  but  in  thofe  Go?ii 
ments  which  partook  not  of  any  thing  monarchical,  i 
iriftocraoy  there  neceflarily  fprang  out  of  the  democracy* 
our  own  conftitution  un<iotihtedly,  as  the  right  IwnM 
gentleman  had  well  defined  it,  continued  he,  ourariftecrtj 
was  nearer  to  the  Crown  than  the  people,  becaufe  it  r  ' 
the  h<»nours  of  the  fovertign.  He  muft  agree  that  aSii^ 
England  was  the  root  of  the- conftitution,  whereas  inP 
he- was  onlyj  as  he  had  been  made  to  ftate  himfelf,  the 
Minifter,  A  King  of  England  might,  if  he  chofeit,  i 
anyperforit,  however  improper  obj-fls  for  honours;*b«fl 
did  not  do  fo%  becaufe  it  wouH,  as  he  well  knew,  briepl 
Crown  into'coniempt ;  and  therefore  he  exercifed  hif 
gative  in  that  refpeft  cautionfly  aud  pi\idenrly;  B^t 
the  King  of  France  create  nobility  ?  He  could  flols  becafM 
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Mvm  hifli&lf  degraded,  and  aprifoner;  his  orders,  there- 
lie,  WAuld  iiot  he  refpedied,  wfaidi  ought  ev€r  to  Ite  the  firft 
tendant  on  nobility.  fAr.  Burke  went  much  at  la^rge  into 
econfiitutioD  of  the  Houfeof  Lords,  declaring  that  the 
mottrof  a  IJuke,  a  Viarqui«,  anLarlor  a  Vifeount,  were 
feraily  familiar  to  us;  we  knew  the  nature  and  origin  of 
ofe  honours.  With  us  the  Crown  was  the  founra'm  of  ho- 
»oi;  in  other  oonftitutions,  the  people  laid  they  ihemfelves 
sre.  He  fpokr  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  create  a  new 
der,  as  it  had  done  in  Ireland,  and,  he  faid,  let  the  title 
Ren  to  the  hereditary  nohiltcy  in  Canada,  he  what  it  might, 
sre  could  be  no  nianiter  of  doubt  that  thofe  whom  the 
ng  designed  to  honour  would  have  more  or  lefs  refped. 
r*  Burke  took  notice  of  the  iuggeftion  of  Mr.  Fox,  of  har- 
;  the  Council  elefl^ivej  ^hich  he  owned  he  had  put  forcibly, 
aiiib  that  right  honourable  gentleman  never  laid' any  thing 
t  was  £ooliflL ;  hut  he  had  gone  beyond  his  point ;  it  was 
e,  we  could  not  have  in  Canada  ancient  hereditary  nobility 
ire  had  here,  becaufe  we  could  not  make  that  one  hundred 
ITS  old  that  was  tnadci>ut  yeflerday  ;  but  an  eledive  Coun* 
would  clearly  be  a  detnocratical  Council. 
ie  next  fpoke  much  at  length  of  the  various  forts  of  go* 
Dmeots  that  had  obtained  in  different  colonies;  in  fome 
m  were  Councils,  others  again  had  been  a  GoTernment  by 
rter,  confifting  of  a  Governor  and  a  company,  in  which 
I  Che  fettlement  was  governed  by  the  Governor  and  free- 
I*  He  mentioned  in  paiticular  the  MifHflippi  fcheme^  , 
ch  had  been  of  that  nature,  aixl  quct  ?d  Douglas's  remarks 
n  it.  He  fpoke  of  mere  wealth  alone  as  not  a  good 
ad  for  ftriftocriicy,  though  wealth,  he  admitted,  was  a 
arial  thing  in  it.  Undoubtedly,  he  faid,  there  might  be 
^  and  Baronetage,  he  thought,  not  an  unfit  one,  as  it 
a  fpecies  of  hereditary  honour,  though  not  a  Peerage; 
in  all  thqfe  things,  Mr  Burke  (aid,  they  muA  refort  to 
rience.  He  fpoke  of  the  various  conilitutions  that  had 
ailed  Id  our  own  Colonies  before  we  loft  them ;  that 
h  approached  neareft  to  perfection,  he  faid,  had  been  that 
[affachufets,  and  yet  the  province  rebelled;  and  fo  did 
^therSy  where  difierent  forms  of  Government  prt*vailed. 
lid  not  therefore  attribute  the  lofs  of  our  colonies  to  any 
erm  of  conftitution  for  them;  that  form  was  undotibt- 
the  beft  uoder  which  they  were  the  moft  flouriftiing  and 
f»  He  pointedly  condemned  what  he  cnlled  a  clofe 
CTQCJ9  which  he  faid,  would  J>rove  a  d<*ad  w  ight  on 
Savernment,  counterading  and  ultimately  clo<Tging  ttS' 
n;  be  recommended  above  all  things  an  open  aiiftocracy, 
'atdy  be  bad  always  tfaougHt  the  Crown  h..virg  it  in  its 
r  to  make  an  Adtniral^  who  bad  didinguilhed  nimfelf,  a 
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Peer,  and  decorate  the  old  nobility,  by  the  iofuiioa  of 
ones,  occafionally,    upon  account  ot  their  merit  and 
talent$|  one  of  the  firft  and  rooft  excellent  principles  of 
Britiih  conilitution.     Having  much  at  large  fpcrfce  to 
claufe  before  he  returned  to  a  confideration  of  himfelf,  he 
left  alone  as  he  was,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  coni 
him  as  a  bad  man,  though  he  was  excommunicated  bf 
party,  and  was  too  old  to  feek  another.  If  his  book  ftoodi 
objedl  of  odium,  he  might  poflibly  belong  to  a  fa^ion, 
not  to  a  party;  and  confequently  could  beoflefs  u&to 
country.     He  defined  the  diftin<^ion  between  a  party 
fad  ion/  A  party,  he  faid,  he  had  ever  underftopd  to 
(et  of  men,  bound  and  united  by   principles  to  ad  t  ^ 
in  watching  over  the  condud  of  Miniften,  and  taking 
that  nothing  ihould  be  done  that  was  likely  to  prove  in] 
ousto  the  conflitution;  whereas  a  fadion  did   not  draw 
gether  upon  any   known  pfinciples,   but  was  devoid  of 
principle  of  union  and  common  intereft.     He  faid,  bisn 
'     tioning  difciplined  troops  had  been  deemed  uncivil,  when 
meant  no  incivility.     Difciplinehe  had  everconfidered  as 
neceflary  quality  of  party,  and  he  trufted  he  had  ever  fli 
himfelf  r'eafonably  a  friend  to  difcipltne,  which  was  that 
of  connexion  which  made  men  z&  together  as  a  cor 
body,  having  one  common  obje^   and  profeffingto 
in  common  with  their  leader.     Inthat  fenfe  he  had  meant 
word  difcipline  the  other  evening,  and  he  trailed  the 
tlemen  of  the  party,  that  had  excluded  him,  would 
their  ufual  faimefs  continue  to  ad  againft  their 
ailverfaries,  on  the  common  principles  of  publip^good» 
not  dire£l  their  weapons  againft  a  poor  unfortunate  man 
had  been  twenty-fix  years  exerting  his  beft  endeavours  to 
hiscoantry. 

He  gave  an  account  of  his  iirft  entrance  into  Partial 
declaring,  that  he  rememl)ered  that  the  firft  queftion  he 
brought  forward,  he  loft ;  the  next  he  attempted,  was 
oppofe  the  taking  off  the  duty  of  one  fhilling  from  the  I 
tax,  being  of  opinion,  perhaps  weakly,  -that  it  was  oeceib 
to  keep  up  the  taxes,  although  it  was  peace,  in  order 
fooner  to  reduce  the  debt  of  the  country,  and  nothifig 
prevail  on  him  to  abandon  his  purpofe.  He  had  meotiofie 
'  at  the  time,  that  he  had  laid  his  political  principles  verfbl 
in  order  that  they  might  ftick  by  him,  and  hebytbeoiya 
his  life.  Hp  had  done  fo,  and  he  had  feen,  on  one  oocafioi 
two  great  parties  join  againft  him,  who  had  never  aded  t<fl 
ther  before,  viz.  Mr.  Granville's  party,  and  the  lateLoi 
Rockingham's.  He  had  then  perfifted,  with  the  fame  pdl 
nacity,  as  he  had  fuppocted  his  unfortunate  opinions  on  d 
French  revolution.     He  complained  of  being  obliged  to  to 
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^OQ  his  defence  by  that  hoooorable  gentleman  iK^hb^  when 

L young  imn,  in  the  vigour  of  his  abilities,  at  the  s^e  of 
irteen  years,  had  been  brought  to  him,  and  evinced  the 
oft  prooiiGng  talents,  which  he  had  ufed  his  beft  endeavours 
^cultivate;  and  this  man  who  had  arrived  at  the  maturity 
^betng  the  moft  brilliant  and  powerful  debater  that  ever  sx«- 
tij  had  defcribed  him  as  having  deferted  and  abandoned  eve* 
rone  of  bis  principles* 

He  laid,  that  at  a  time  when  there  was  not  a  plot  indeed^ 
tt  open  and  avowed  attempts  made  by  clubs  and  others,  to 
itulate  pamphlets,  and  difieminate  dodlrine s  fubverfive  of 
le  pivrogative,  and  therefore  dangerous  to  the  conftitution, 
iwas  unwarrantable  for  any  good  fubjeA  to  be  day  after  day 
llding  out  a  parade  of  democracy,  in  order  to  fet  a  mob  rag- 
Iga^infi  the  Crown*  It  fhould  not,  and  it  ought  not  to 
^  The  perpetually-  making  violent  and  flaming  panegy** 
BS  on  the  fubjedl  of  what  happened  in  France,  he  con* 
nned  as  dangerous;  and  he  faid,  he  now  fupported  the 
onarchy,  not  that  he  thought  it  better  than  theariftocracy 
rthe  democracy,  but  becaufe  it  was  attacked  and  endea« 
lured  to  be  run  down.  In  like  manner  when  Lord  George 
ordon  a£led  as  a  firebrand,  and  caufed  the  proud  city  of 
endon  and  of  Weftminfter  terbow  its  head  to  its  very  bafe^ 
they  had  joined  in  the  cry  againft  popery>  was  it  not  clear 
At  they  would  have  done  mfinite  mifdiief  ?  and  yet.  he  he* 
^ed  neither  of  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen,  nor 
inftlf,  were  fufpefled  of  a  violent  attachment  to  popery; 
tt  was  that  the  hour  to  ftand  up  for  proteftantifm  i  If  they 
Rid  been  rafh  enough  to  do  fo,  they  muft  know  that  they 

tiUhave  clapped  a  firebrand  to  the  pile,  and  not  only  the 
ropolis,  but  all  England  woukl  have  blazed.  Let  them 
lake  warning  by  that  event.  Let  them  recoHeA  that  the 
Inere  fnggeftion  that  forty  thou  fand' per fons  could  not  ailem- 
lie  in  a  room,  for  none  was  large  enough  to  hold  them^ 
JMlich  appeared  ridiculous  and  contemptible  at  firft,  had 
|Voduced  in  one  day,  fuch  dire  terror  and  alarm,  that  all 
tanks  of  people  felt  uidefcribeable  apprehenfion,  and  knew 
lot  whither  to  fly  for  tafety.  Juft  fo  there  was  at  prefent  a 
tsn  againft  Monarchy,  which  was  faid  to  be  the  child  of  his 
wildongovemed  imagination:  let  them  not  reft  fecurely  on 
lech  a  conception^  but  take  care  in  time  to  prevent  the  pofli* 
bieeSedis.  In  what  he  had  faid  upon  the  fubje£k,  he  was 
eonfcious  he  had  done  his  doty,  and  he  hoped  he  had  averted 
what  unnoticed,  might  have  tumbled  the  Britifli  conftitu«* 
tion  in  ruins.  That  being  the  cafe^  feparate  and  unfup^ 
ported  as  he  was,  let  not  the  party  that  had  excommunicated 
bin,  imagine  that  he  ftood  deprived  of  every  comfort ;  though 
YoITXXIX.  3F  ;^       T 
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all  ^s  fblituck  witbout,   there  was  funfhitie  and  companJ 
enongh  within.  J 

4lr.  Fox.      Mr.  Fox  faid,,  in. reply,  that  however  the  right  bononrA 
gentteiabn  might  bef  unkind  enough  ta  impute  democtaiie 
or  republican  fimtiments  to  biot,  he  could  aflure  hira  that* 
lentiments,  whether  about  religion  or  any  otber  topics 
wnysmaife  adu6  impreilioA  on  his  mind»     He  Ciid»  that 
did  not  like  beftowing  fulfome  and  unoecefiary  praife^on; 
Etfglifii  cdnflitotion  ;  they,  reminded  him  of  a  pafiageiai 
tffi  oar  baft  poet's  beA  plays ;  he  meant,  he  faid.  King  Lefl 
who  aike  his  three  d^aughiers  bow  much  they  love  him  ?  G 
ueril  and  R^an  anfwer  him  in  terms  of  the  oioft  extni 
gstfit  and  ftucTied  panegyric ;  but  when  he  puts  th^  tsusoR^ 
txan  to  Cordelia^  ihe  anfwar^  juft  a&  be  would  anfwer 
jatde  fort  of  queftioi>, .  if  it  were  put  to  him  refpeding 
conftitutioni  when  he  fliotild  (ay,  he  loved  the  conftitut 
of  Great  Britain  juft  as  raueh<  as  a  fubje<5t  of  Great  Bntt 
Ought  to  love  a  Government  under  which  he  enjoys ' 
bleffingt*    They  Were  ait,  Mr.  Fox  faid^  bound  ta  h 
eeniftitulton  tinder  which  they  lived>  happily,  and  whentt 
itflu3uldf  really-  be  arttacked)  alt  hei  ihould  fay  wsts,  that 
would  n6t  be.found  the  moft  inaflive  in  its  defence.    Wi 
regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  declaration,  tl 
he  was  feparated  from  tht  party,  if  he  was  fo  (eparated^ 
muft  be  his  own  choice;,  and  if  he  fliould  repent  that  if 
ration,  he  might  be  afiured  his  friends  would  ever  be  xofh 
receive  him,  to  refpe<^  him,  and  to  love  him,   as  hereton 
With  regard  to  the  fituation  of  the  Seignories  in  Canada^  I 
right  honourable  gentfeman  had  fhewn  himfelf  weak  in  tb 
part  of  his  argument,  and  had  evaded  an  anfWer;  and 
vight  KonoiKable  gentleman  on  thefdme  b^nch  with  hio 
utterly  and  completely  ignorant  of  the  fa£l,  hd  did  notn 
ignorant  in  an  invidious  fenie  of  the  word,     Lettbe 
right  honourable  gpitlemen  enquire  farther,  and  theyw( 
And  that  he  was  right  in  his  declaration,  becaufe  there  tOl 
bo  Auff  to  ingraft  hereditary  honours  upon,  no  rank  of  p^ 
fons  at  all  qualified  to  receive  thofe  hanours4     The  right  te* 
Mourable  gentleman  near  hinfij  Mr.  Fox  obferved>  had  Eai 
hepnfttTtd^ti  open  ariftocracy  to  a  clofe  atii^;   be  wooU 
fliew  that  the  fort  of  ariftoeracy  that  he  bad  secommeddei 
cbilldndt  be  a  clofe  ariftocracy>  which  be  ditafpn>Tfld# 
muchais  the  right  honourable gentlemaniiimfelf.    Witbili^ 
^d  to  the  declaration  of  the  right  honourable  gentltoM 
near  him,  that  the  whoU  muil  be  governed  by  txpeno^ 
experience  was  undoubtodly  a  ver^  good  general  guide  ii 
moft^  matters,  but  it  was  rather  a  ftrange  argumeitt  tt>jeM 
to  in  tbe;pTefcnt  inftance,  for  whioh  there  never  had  aiift«'' 
pr-ccedtnt.r    There  was  no  colony,  ancient  U  oioderar  ** 
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srer  hajf  .prectfeljr  the  fame  cQnftit!»:tiQn :  it  cefemMfll  tHit 
if  feme  of  the  American  Stages,  :b«ut  tb«t  pf  MaiTfi^bpfeQs 
Jie  moil  nearly  df  any. 

Mr«  FoK  then-took  Dotioe  of  Mr*  Pittas  havit\g  faidi  ^h^t 
nsprincipks  i^erifofar  republican  <a$  he  had  defcfib^  Mr, 
?ot  declared  be  Jiad  no  difficulty  to  adi9it  that  lujs  pt'tttp'ipbis 
verefo  tar  repghlican,  that  he  wifhed  rather  tp  give  tjbe 
^rown  lets  power  and  the  People  inooe,  .^here  it  C0pl4  ^e 
bne  with  fafety,  in  every  GdiveraOieDt  oJd  or  npyf ;  and 
HMD  that  principle  it  was,  that  .whenevi^r  any  .bills  fqx  ;th|ic 
KQcpoiie  had  been  introduced,  he  bad  given  theisi  Jiis  fuppoft^ 
Ddt&exigkt.hoiioQr^le  gentleman  oppofite  ;tp  ;himi  ;he  pb-  . 
Hrved,  "hoi  piintmned  repuhltcan  >princip)e9>  .accofidi^g  to 
is  own  mod^  of  defining  the  word  jepublican^  for  he  bad 
(lade  feverai  propofitions  of  that  kind  to  thoHpufe,  .and;it 
m  wejjt  known  .that  the  right  honourable  geodenukU  inear 
tm  had  done  the  fame;  they  were  equally  charg^ab^t  th^t?^  I 

ire,  .with  republican  principles;  andfto  .the^ttent  Hbat  he 
ad  defcribed,  Mr.  Fok  faid,  he  was  e^ctceoo^ly  wlUii)g,  nay, 
efiroQ^,  to  Femain  chargeable.  Wiciii  regard  to  iqreigfi  .c^ 
Miies,  he  was  ofopinion  that  the  pawer  of  theiCro^vin  oiug^t 
}  be  kept  low.  It  was  impoffibleto  forofee  what  wpiild  be 
)e  fate  of  diftaqt  .colonies,  at  a  diftant  pteriod  of  jtime ;  but 
igiving them  a  conflitution,  his  idea  was,  that  it  was  our  ^ 
Irereft,  as  welt  as  our  duty,  to  give  them  as  much  liberty 
iwecQoId,  to  render  them  happy,  flouriihing,  and  as  little 
fipenden^as  ppffible.  We  fliouid  make  the  free  fpirit  of  oor 
ivi  conilitotton  applicable,  wherever  we  could  render  it  fo  ] 
id  if  there  was  any  rifque  or  danger  in  fo  doing,  ^he  was 
irfiiadod  the  danger  was  not  greater  on  one  fide  than  on  the 
ber;  indeed,  he  thought  the  moredefpotic  the  conftitution' 
btgave  accdony,  the  more  we  made  it  the  intereft  of  that^ 
lony  to  get  rid  of  fucb  conftitution ;  and  it  was  evident 
e  American  Stqtes:had  revpjted,  becaafeithey  did  not  thiols 
lemfeLves  fuiBciently  free. 

Mr<,  Fo3g  futnmed  pp  'this  part  of  his  argutnent,  by  de^ 
aring,  that  he  was  decidedly  pf  opinion  that  the  conftitu- 
m  of  this  country  was  more  liable  to  be  ruined  by^n  in* 
eafe  of  the  power  pf  the  Crown,  ithan  by  an  increafe  of  the 
•wer  of  the  People.  He  next  took  notice  of  what  Mr. 
ifJce  had  fifid  of  inflammatory  publications;  ifanydange- 
Qs  dd&rines  were  difleminated  in  pamphlets,  he  faid,  it  bfa-  . 
(ved  the  Government  to  look  to  theod,  and  in  cafe  the  law 
kers  of  the  Crown  failed  in  doing  ^o,  it  was  then  the  duty 
that  Houfe  to  r^mittd  the  Minifters  of  their  negle£k.  He 
rned,  however,  that  for  his  part,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
e  'dtfcuffions  of  the  .principles  of  the  conftitution  piMght 
be  fleered  ;^   if  the  conftitution  had  oppofers^  it  would 
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alfo  have  adirocates^  and  the  more  it  wat  difcafied Abetter. 
He  hinted  that  it  wat  mifufing  the  fanftions  and  priTikpi 
of  that  Houfe,  for  any  Member  to  come  down^  and  bjfadl* 
'  ling  long  difcourfes,  perfonal  to  himfelf)  and  neJative  to  iat 
ginary  plots,  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  really  believed  hsi  m 
K>tindation  in  fad/ prevent  a  Committee  from  doing  itsdiA 
add  examining  the  clanfes  of  a  bill  of  ?ieat  importance.  % 
was  their  duty  alfo  to  look  to  the  condutt  of  the  exeoM 
Government,  to  watch  and  examine  the  meafbres  of 
flers,  and  to  guard,  check,  and  control  the  public 
ture.  For  any  gentleman  to  fuppofe,  that  by  the  aoi 
of  difcuffions  on  perfonal  topics  in  that  Honfe,  what  he. 
there  would  have  any  eSedt  on  public  opinion,  refpedif  t 
matter  to  which  the]^  had  made  up  their  mind,  lie  believilK 
would  be  found  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  expeSatton.  . 

Mr;  Mr.  Burke  rofe  in  reply,  and  began  with  retorting  ooUsj 

Burke.    Fox  for  what  he  had  faid  refpeding  the  eulogies  on  the 
flitution.     He  faid,  they  were  at  leaft  as  ufefol  as  that 
shonourable  gentleman's  almoft  daily  profeffions  of  adi 
for  the  revolution  in  France.     As  the  right  honourable 
tleman  had  thought  proper  to  appeal  to  a  paflage  fnm 
poet  in  praife  of  the  conftitution,  he  would  take  the  ' 
of  remembering  another  line  from  another  poet, 

■  '^i  non  iefmditj  alio  culpanti. 

Mr.  Burke  alfo  told  a  ftory  of  a  Lacedemonian,  who  oUff 
ing  a  vcizn  for  ever  praifmg  Hercules,  aiked  who  blamed  Vd 
fmce  he  thought  he  was  going  to  be  put  to  the  difta{i 
fdmething  worfe  than  all  his  labours.  He  referred  to  * 
books  that  were  in  circulation,  and  faid,  there  was  Imi 
caufe  for  alarm,  when  aiTociations  publicly  avowed  doSrirt 
tending  to  alienate  the  minds  of  all  who  read  them  froa  Af 
conftitution  of  their  country,  efpecially  at  a  time  ^ 
was  notorious  that  it  was  fyftematically  run  down 
and  declaimed  againft  as  the  worft  in  exiftence.  He 
reminded  the  Committee,  from  how  trivial  a  commenc 
Lord  George  Gordon's  riots  began,  in  confequence  of 
London  had  bowed  its  head  fo  low.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  1 
never  delired  any  books  to  be  profecuted,  but  the  right 
nourablegentleman  near  him  had  more  than  once.  He 
notice  of  what  had  b^n  faid;  that  if  be  would  repent^ 
would  be  received.  He  ftood,  he  faid,  a  man  poMrdf 
graced  by  his  party,  and  therefore  the  right  honooraUe 
tJeman  ought  not  to  receive  him.  He  declared  be  had 
through  his  youth  without  encountering  any  party  dif 
and  though  he  had  then  in  his  age  been  fo  unfortunate 
mttt  it,  he  did  not  folicit  the  right  honourable  gentlei 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


friendfliiiH  nor  that  of  any.mani  either  on  one  Git  of  tho 
Honfe  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Mariiu  exprefled  his  furprMe  at  Mr*  Barkers  having  Mr. 
laid  that  certain  focieties  had  circulated  dodlrines  aiid  pam-  Maitiaii 
phlets  relattre  to  the  conftitDtfon,  thedodlrines  of  which  he 
reprobated  at  foolifli  and  adulatory;  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  particular  had'  mentioned  by  name  the  Conftt- 
tmional  Society,  the  Revolution  Societv,  and,  what  was  ra- 
ther ftrange,  the  Unitarian :  Society.  Mr.  Martin  fiud,  fo 
Ht  from  thinking  he  had  any  caufe  to  be  aihamed  of  belong* 
\ .  ing  to  the  Conflitutional  Society,  it  was  his  pride  to  be  a 
\,  member  of  it;  perfuaded  as  he  was  that  they  a£ted  u^n  mo* 

itives  too  pure  to  merit  reprehenfion ;  and  furely,  n6  gentle-  , 
man  would  think  a  fociety^  inftituted  to  commemorate  ths 
revolution,  iilaudable.     He  faid,  that  the  other  day  he  had 
taken  up  a  volume  of  Locke  on  the  Human  Underftanding, 
^  -  from  which  he  would  r<^ad  a  ihort  extraA,  which  appeared  to 
If    bim  to  be  appoiite  to  the  prefent  times*    7'his  extraA  be 
\    read ;  the  obje&  of  which  was,  to  ftate  that  innovation  wa^ 
^  '  not  the  lefs  founded  in  truth   becaufe  it  was  new.     Mr. 
I    Martin  added,  that  Mr.  Burke's  refle£lions  had  called  forth 
\    many  comments,  and  amongft  them  an  excellent  pamphlet 
from  a  gentleman,  •formerly  a  Member  of  that  Houfe;  he 
faid  he  meant  Mr.  Rous,  who  prpved  himfelf  to  entertain 
found  conftitutional  principles^ 

Mr.  fVilbnforce  complimented  the  Conftitutional  Society,     Mr. 
declaring  that  be  believed  thenp  more  likely  to  reprefs  than  Wilbcr* 
to  excite  clamour  or  commotion.    Having  faid  this,  he  de-  ^^^^' 
fired  to  know  from  Mr.  Fox,  wliether  he  intended  his  eleftive 
'  Council  to  be  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of  years  ? 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  not  decided  upon  that  point,  but  he  Mr.  Foxw 
rather  inclined  ^  conftituting  them  for  life. 

Mr. /fJ/*rr/ir^^  objeaing  to  this,  faid,  that  let  the  elec- Mr.  WiK 
tive  Council  be  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of  years,  in  the  onebcrforce. 
6afe  they  would  clog  the  prerogative,  and  deprive  the  fubjeA 
of  its  proteflion ;  in  the  other  point  of  view,  it  would  be  a 
democracy  under  another  name,  and  give  the  popular  branch 
oC  Government  too  much,  power;  whereas  if  they  adopted 
an  hereditary  Council,  they  would  form  an  open  ariftocracy, 
and  though  at  firft  produce  only  faplings,  in  acourfe  of  years 
they  would  become  forefts,  capable  of  bearing  up  againft  any 
innovation,  either  of  the  Crown  or  People. 

A  few  words  more  pafled  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt^ 
after  which  the  queftion  was  put»  and  the  claufe  palled. 
The  Houfe  adjourned* 
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Thur/Say,  itih  Mtrf. 

Sofne  4aotio|i5.  In vipg  Imqh  inade,  and  a  fMttfe  Caking  pbci 

in  t^e  bafiaert  of  the  iloofe, 

Mr.  iJki.^Martin  got  op^  /and  Aid,  tliat>«iaSrfr  fcose  good 

Margin.  '  Ion  coaid.  Ix.a&gpied  for  the  tUa  atUndahce  of  :tkia  Haaii 

:and  the>abfeiifiB:of  His  jtfajefty'i  Miaiftar  ar tliat  ii^  hov 

i)ie  frojdilimave  for  an  adjournment. 

M    Rofe      ^^*  ^(^  '^^y  ^^  '^p'T?  tfaatahe  prtraite  bafineft  had 

^*         'jnft  ooDcbdedi  that  the  Miotfter  had'faeea  in  the  Had 

fame  timefince^'  hut  finding  oo  appeanaioe  Cp  dbtahi  bia 

had  takan  the  vlvant^e  to  rctiiie  a  iear  taipnutea.     tie  a« 

iuqarifod^  therefocey  :tbat  the  honouiable  gentfesiao 

make  fuch-ao  aDCaok  opon  hiui  in*  his  abieoce. 

Mar.  Maitin  praCeiled  Xh^  ha  meant  ooching  perfimaL 
Hr.Gfer.  ^t^Or^- deeiaaed  bis  regvet,  that  by  witbhoiding  his  laa 
-tioR  a  oipnote,  heiboiild  hanre  gkven  an  :honQarahle  gentb 
anaa  occaftomto  coaapiiain  of  the  interval  of  :hufin^  H 
then  procoKled  to  Hate  hU  moiian  for  the  celipf  of  infi^ 
dd>toni  'in  {yurfuaneeiof  the  notke  he  had  yeAevday 
Heifaidithat  the  law  of  ^debtor  and  credinor*  in  ifhia  c 
wa«  condtomed  nniveriblkf,  and  with  yaSdc^  Wiietfaertli 
con£deKk}  the  practice  of  coafining  for  ^efat,  'aaen  whobi 
gno  means  jof  .difchanfcing  :fpch  debt^  or,  on  the  contrary,  fiaa 
dulent  debtors  whofe  creditors  by  no  procefs  coald 
them  to  pay.;  theft  clrcamftances  were  fofiicient  for  i 
the  Hattfe  to  ^iiiflttute  an  in^iry  into  lihe  Aate  of  the  \ 
relating  to  debtor  and  creditor*    He  oioaed,  tbetefoic^ 

*^  That  aCommittee  he »ppoini|edto<enquire  into  the  ] 
*<  tice  and  eff'eSsr>f  impeifba^pept  for  i^lT 

'^  Tbiat  Aye  iperCaos  he  a.qnonmu 

^f  That  they  have  power  ao  S^i  £or  ^fftftm^  papfts, 
'  -^  ireebrds* 

^*  To  ifi t,  not w'sthft^^fiding  any  adjourmaeat  of  the  floaft 

*<<  Tfanitthepainaaitfteehaye  power  tp  adjoom  fromplH 
**  «to  ipfaoe.^ 

Mr.  fiurioe  feconded  the  nrotion.  . 

AttorafT       T^^  Aiiif^ney  Gtnef^ 'f^Adj  tbatto<e(VQry  gearienfian  ix 

^cneraL    ^  abijaoiiSy  that  in  a  cammercial  coniitry,  'the  rcdnp 

debtor  and  iCrediDor  could  not  rbnt^he  irerytoopioua.     it 

t>f  *mach  ampo'ptance to  the  conn^ry  at  large,  and  pagrticulaii 

to  a  number  of  theVr  ^llow.cttif^ens,  that  there  AkmuU  hea| 

inquiry  asextenfive as  ^lie  motion.^  the honoorable  geatk 

'  man.    The  Hairfe  .wouU  l^  ah^tofomiih  a  targe  ma&t 

information  on  the  fubjef^,  and  would  pjFepare  for  taking  ia 

to  their  ferions  confideration  an4  deliberation  what  coaU  ' 

done.     l;i  thejftils  of  this  kingdom,  it  had  been  ftated, 

^jbere  waere  between  three  and  four  thoufand  perfoos  qoa^ 
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for  debt^   amt  if  to'  this  nismber  were  added  their  wires  an4 
ebildreii,  they  would,  at  lead  amount  to  ten  thoufand. 

Tllets  wef«y  *Mr.  Attorney  General  obferved,  two  oc 
three  potncs  which  he  wiOied  to  ftate  iliortly  to  the  Houfe, 
la  the  firft  pbce>  be  hcgjg^  they  would  look  to  an  ohje& 
«f  confideratioir  which  foinetinnes  elcaped  the  atteniion  that 
wa»due  to  it ;  he  meant  the  (ituation  in  which  the  creditoi* 
fiood«  There  wer^  many  creditors  in  this  k/ngdom  wba 
couid  not  poffibly  r4%av^rone  (hilling  from  an  opulent  debioft 
if  that  debtor  thofe  to  remain,  in  priibn.;  this,  Mr.  Attorney 
Ciid,  WAS  roiKrary  to  all  the  principles  of  common  feitfe  ani 
cominon  juftice.  On  the-  abftradi  circumftances  of  inibl* 
vcncyy  it  might  be  enquired  how  fac  a  creditor  had  a  right 
to  have  the  perfon  of  his  debtor  as  an,  hoftage,.  while  his 
debt  was  unfiitisfied,  tliough  after  the  debtor  had  parted 
with  his  uttermoft  fliilling ;  but,  it  was  <]^ite  a  differ^it 
eonfiderattoii,  whether  a  man  was  infolvent,  or  whether  ho 
was  a  knave?  If  he  was  a  knave,  and  lived  by  impo&tion^ 
Mst  him  be  puniihed  as  a  kna»ve;  but  the  Tingle  circumftance 
of  fioD  being  able  to  difcharge  his  debts  was  a  very  diflterent 
tfasiig»  and  was  a  circuttiftaQce  that  might  happen  to  anj^ 
fnan  of  the  faireil  profpeSs,  and  itio/t  upright  charaSer* 
The  ttofe  of  the  debtor,  therefore,  was  well  worthy  the  con- 
fiderationfof  theHoufe;  and  it  muA  be  owned,  that  they 
had  been  rather  to  blame  in  not  having  fooner  fufiiciently 
l€>oked  at  the  cafe  of  the  creditor.  The  Houfe  would  take 
both  parts  of  the  queftion  into  confideration :  they  would  re- 
fled  on  the  ftate  of  perfons  in  trade,  of  gentlemen,  and  of 
men  of  all  profeffions  and  defcriptions.  He  flrongly  fuf- 
pe^ied  there  wa»  fonie  vice  in  the  laws  of  this  country  re*  - 
ipeding  debtor  and  creditor.  Itwasamoft  fliameful  thin^ 
to  ftate,  but  it  was  a  fa£i,  that  in  one  of  the  jails,  which  was 
but  a  fdw  hundred  yards  from  the  place  where  he  was  fpeak- 
ing,  fome  of  the  prifoners  were  wallowing  in  luxury,  and  in- 
dalging  tbemfelves  in  every  fpecies  of  profligacy.  While 
enecla£iof  prifenefs  was  confined  for  fmall  debts,  another 
clafs  kept  their  creditors  at  arms  length:  he  was  convinced 
k  therefore,  that  there  muft  be  fomething  unfound  in  fome 
part  of  tlie  fy  dem  of  our  laws  relative  to  debtor  and  creditor : 
and  it  was  his  w'rih  to  probe  it  to  the  very  bottom.  He 
thought  it  was  fight,  and  confonant  to  the  principles  of  na« 
turai  equity,  that  the  debtor  ihou Id  pay  the  creditor  every 
feiUlng  he  poflefled ;,  hot  after  he  had  done  that,  rt  might  be 
iHade  a  queftion  how  far  the  perfon  of  the  debtor  ftiould  con<^ 
tinue  aa  an  hoftage  to  the  creditor  for  the  remainder  of  his 
debt*  Thefe  were,  Sir  Archibald  obferved,  important  con- 
fideration^  and  tbeir  difcuffioa  and  examination  would  oo* 
*i^PT  A  S^^t   dcsd  of  time*    la  his  opinion^  the  m^ode  the 
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Houfehaj  adopted  of  inftituting'an  enquiry  into  thefubjed^ 
was  the  proper  way  of  iproceeding  in  the  bufinefs.  Whea 
the  Houfe  entered  upoh  it^  it  would  foon  be  fcen  if  any 
thing  could  be  efFeded,  and  what  ought  to  be  done.  AU 
though  he  was  completely  inimical  to  an  infolvent  aA,  h» 
reluAantly  confeiled,  it  had  frequently  been  found  tobea 
neceflary  remedy.  An  infolvent  a&j  the  Attorney  Genefal 
iaid,  wasy  in  his  opinions  an  encouragement  to  garoblii^ 
and  to  every  fpecies  of  pcofiigacy.  Doubts^  he  faid,  had  at 
different  times  been  entertained  whether  infolvent  debtors 
fhould  not  be-ltberated  from  jail ;  but  experience  maoifeftedp 
that  their  liberation  had  ever  been  attended  with  the  worft* 
confequences.  Thefe  confiderations  put  together^  hecoa-> 
eeived  were  fufficient  to  furni(h  ftrong  ground  to  inftitute  an 
inquiry  into  a  fubjefl  fo  important.  Before  lie  fat  down» 
he  wifned  to  fuggeft,  that  as  a  part  of  the  bufinefs,  it  would 
be  neceflary  to  eftabliih  fome  new  plan  for  the  regulation  of 
their  jails. 
Mr.Burkt     Mr.  Burke  rofe»  and  thanked  tlie  honourable  and  learned 

Jrentleman  for  his  excellent  {\)eeeb.  The  public,  Mr.  Burico 
aid,  were  extremely  obliged  to  the  honourable  and  Iramed 
gentleman  for  fuch  exertions  of  judgement,  prudence  and 
humanity,  which  latter  conftituted,  as  every  body  LneWf 
fo  ftriking  a  feature  in  his  character.  The  public  were 
alfo  under  many  obligations  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  undertaken  to  bring  forward  fo  great,  fo  labotiooH 
and  fo  delicate  a  bufinefs.  It  would  be  neceflary  for  hios  in 
thiscafe*  Mr.  Burke  faid,  to  fift  the  falfe  pretences  ofper- 
fons,  and  to  make  a  nice  difcrimination  between  what  was 
y ;  real  and  what  was  afieAcd.     He  never  had  an  opportunity  of 

bringing  forward  this  fubjeA  himfelf,  though  he  was  always 
ready  to  give  his  beft  affiftance  to  thofe,  of  greater  weighti 
by  whom  it  was  undertaken.  The  motion  fumiflied  an 
awful  monument  of  the  difficulty  of  giving  a  definition  of 
law. 

It  had  been  faid  that  it  was  a  ftate  of  liberty  in  fociety,  to 
be  governed  by  law.  They  had,  Mn  Burke  faid,  iK>t  only 
their  prifons  lull,  but  they  had  a  commonwealth  of  debtor^ 
•  a*  commonwealth  of  prifoners;  a  commonwealth  as  nuner^ 
ous  as  many  that  had  fubfiAed  in  ancient  hiftory.  Tbde 
prifoners  were  not  diftinguiflied  from  (laves,  but  aftually 
wereilaves,  exiftingin  a  country  valuing  itfdf  on  its  laws, 
ahd  boafting  its  freedom,  but  in  which  they  endured  a  greaur 
portion  of  llavery  than  ever  had  been  exercifed  by  the  moft 
defpotic  powers.  It  certainly  was  a  bleraifli  of  our  law  to 
produce  all  the  effedis  of  the  moft  horrible  tyranny*  and 
likewife  all  the  effeas  of  the  moft  abjed  flavery.  It  was 
a  paradox  ftrange  and  irreconcileable.    One  thin^  lie  wUM 
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«]to  faggeft  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  was^ 

fthat  it  was  not  to  be  held,  that  this  hufinefs   was  in  all  cafes 

^onne<£ted  with  commerce:  the  contradling  of  debts  often 

l^appened  among  the  lower  clafies  of  men  in  the  common 

^ranfadions  of  lite,  and  were  deemed  civil  faits,  founded  on 

£i1fe  credit;  commeice  was   too  wife  and  too  cautious   10 

'StSt  upon  fucb  a  fallacious   principle;  in  cafes  of  commerce, 

vile  creditor   only  wiihed  to  fecure  the  ccj/i$  bonorum.     Not 

only  the  trading  part  of  the  community,  therefore,  but  every 

man  in  Jhe  kingdom  was  deeply  interefted  in  the  enquiry  :  if    •      ■    • 

the  fyftem  6f  laws  on  the  fubjedl  was  a  wrong  one,  it  affedt 

every  body.     If  any  alteration  was  introduced  with  regard 

to  the  imprifonment  of  iniolvent  debtors,  it  would    be  faid, 

perhaps,  that  fuch  alteration  would  afFedl  public  credit :  h« 

denied  it.     It  would  make  men  cautious,  and  would  tend  t6 

proteft  them.     There  was  no  fuch  thing,  Mr,  Burke  faid, 

as  a  corps  of  debtors,  there  was  no  fuch  things  as  3  corps  of 

creditors;  debts  were  contracted  by  the  ralh  and  i neon <i derate 

credit  that  was  given.     The  power  of  a  cr^diior  to  teize  the 

peribn  of  his  d^ibtor  was  like  a  perion  grafpingat  real  mon«y, 

but  finding  his  hand  full  of  afljgnats.     He  hoped  the  fubjeft 

^would  be  examined  on  the  jufl  and  fair  foundation   of  public 

credit;  he  hoped  they  would  examine  it  on  the  fair  example* 

df  debtor  and  creditor.     Debior  and  creditor  fhould   never^ 

be  faid,  be  feparated;  they   were  one*  perfon,  and  what  wat 

for  the  benefit  of  the  one,  was  evidently  for  the  advantage  of 

the  other.     Befides,    Mr.  Burke  obferved,  were  they  had 

one  man  in  jail,    they,  had  two  or  three  that  were  in  daily 

terror  of  imprifonmt^nt.     If  th^re  were  ten  thoufand  in  prr* 

fon,  there  were  at  leaft  thirty  thoufand  people  (hut  out  from 

the  means  of  getting  their  bread,    and  either  were  in  the 

prifon  of  the  mind,  or  tn  the  fiiifon  of«  terror.     How  manjf 

perfons  were  there,  who  exifted  in  tlie  prifon  of  flight,  and 

in  hiding  places;  who  were  a  lofsto  fociety,    and  a  dead 

weight  on  the  community  !  'J'hirty  thoufand  at  leaft  were  in 

that  predicament.   ,  This,    therefore,  war  a  fubje£l  highly 

worthy  of  the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the  honourable  and 

learned  gentleman   and  alfo  highly  honourable  to  a  young; 

gentleman,  (Mr.  Grey)  of  very  great  abilities^    who   had 

taken  it  up,  and  had  made  the  motion.     Mr.   Burke  concla- 

•dcd  with  obferving,  that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  the  law  of  this 

country,  to  fay  that    it  had  imj)rifoned  more  than  the  moft 

Bbfolute  power  had  done  in  any  other  country. 

Mr,  Bernard  wiihed   to  know  whether    the   honourable      Mr. 
gentleman  who  had  made  the  motion  entertained  the  fame  BemirdU 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft'as  the  Attorney  General  did  ? 

The  Attorney  Gener/ily  in  leply,  faid,  that  he  was  extremely  Attorney 
'  mxioas  not  to  be  mifunderftood  on  the  fubjeft.     The  inquiry  Gcn«r«i« 
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woqU  lead  them  into  the  confidtration  of  (btne  of  the  deep- 
eft  and  moll  abftrafe  parts  of  the  la^,  and  if  any  gentlemjii 
thought  the  inquiry  would  he  foon  finifhed,  he  coiiid   aflm; 
him  he  would  find  himfelf  much  difappointed.     He  (hoaU  ! 
not  be  farprifed  if  it  were  to  be  late  in  another  fcffion  of  Pai'*  \ 
liament  before  they  got  to  the  conclufion   of  the  hufindk 
He  alfowifliedto  bediflinSIy  underftood  that  in  what  fasi 
had  been  faying^  lie  meant  nothing  like  an  infolvent  debiei^j 
bill. 
tiiiOny^     Mc  Grey  faid,  he  undoubtedly  entertained  the  lame  opiniea  ] 
on  the  fubjec^  as  the  honourable  aiii  learned  gentlemsoi ;  and^  ■' 
with  refpe£l  to  an  adt  of  infolvency^    fo  far  was  he    ftoai 
entertaining  any  intention  of  propofmg  one»  that  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  the  enquiry  he  had  moved  to  tnftitute^ 
wa^  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure  m  faturct 
And,  although  he  was  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  fubjef^,  he 
was  extremely  anxious  if  poffibJe  to  get  into  aCommitteey  t» 
enter  into  immediate  argument,  mid  to  lofe  no  time  bat  to 
piocetd  witli  all  poflible  expe^tionf  and  even  foon  to  be 
able  to  apply  a  remedy  to  feme  oflbofeevHa  that  hadbeeil 
^      ftated.  ♦ 

1^'  Mr.  Jefyll  was  extreme^y  hsppy  that  the  motion  wat 

Jckjil.  brought  forward.  The  Committee  might  foon  makearc^ 
port,  which  wpuld  befit  for  theconfiderationof  that  Houfe; 
and  although  he  aeknowledged,  that  he  was  not  very  cohk 
verfant  in  the  joi^rnals  of  Parliament,  he  believed  there  wat 
a  (imilar  Committee  moved  for  in  the  year  1740  or  ijfp^ 
Thty  might  look  into  the  proceedings  of  that  Committee 
which  would  ^obaMy  thpow  fome  lif^ht  upon  the  fnb- 

Attorney  The  Jttornef  Gtnerat  faid,  that  nothing,  could  be  oioit 
Geaeral.  hurtful,  or  lead  to  worfe  confequences,  than  an  idea,  that 
theprifoniioors  would  foon  he  thrown  open,  and  provifion 
made  for  the  delivery  of  all  infolvent  debtors.  And  whik 
none  eould  be  more  deiireus  than  he  was  of  the  benefits  to  be 
reaped  from  the  motion,  or  eager  to  promote  them,  none 
eould  be  more  apprehenfive  of  fudv  an  idert,.  or  folkit<»ur  ttf 
guard  ag^inft  its  confequenees. 

Thequeftion-  was  then  put  andcarriedl  And  the  Cem^ 
mittee,  appointed  to  make  the  inquiry,  coti£fted  of  th^ 
foUoi^ing  gentlemen,  Mr.-  Grey,  the  Ghaocellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Fox,  &c 

Mr.  Powys  having  moved  the  order  of  rtic  day  fw  th^ 

farther  confideration  of  the  offenders  bill,  he  farther  moved, 

that  the  word  ♦*  now"  ftand  part  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Mr.  Mainwaringy  upon  this,  rofe,  and  after  repeating  hii 

Mtiawtff-  feinntr  amiments  agatnft  (he  hiU^  vtai^  that  it  iinKild  entail 
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a  heavy  expence  on  thefeveral  counties,  and  that  it  was  nn- 
aeceflaryy  as  the  fame  matters  were  provided  for  by  the  24th 
of  the  prefent  King,  moved,  byway  of  amendment^  "  that 
jtiie  bill  be  committed  for  that  day  three  months/' 

Sir  tVililam  Tonge  feconded   the  motion,  and  affigned  bis    gi^  ^ 
Teafens  atfome  length  for  oppofing  the  hill*  .  Younr. 

Mr.  ffHierforce  faid,  he  confidered  it  as  an  hard/hip  »pon  j^^^  y^^ 
ithofe  who  had  ereAed  penitentiary  houfes,  to  have  poured  iieHbiye. 
linapon  them  an  inundation  of  convidls  from  the  country 
I  jail.     It  would  render  thefe  inflitutions  ufelefs,  and  ope- 
lalKas  a  diicouragement  to  their  founders. 

Mr.  Fanfittart  thought  the  whole  bill  unnece^ary,  and  al-  Mr.  Van* 
jteady  provided  for  by  former  adls.       .  •  iiuart. 

'  Mr.  Baker  faid,  that  the  fentenceof  tranfportatron,  who-  Mr.Bgkcr 
ither  for  feven  or  fourteen  years,  was  now  inevitably  for 
Jife.  New  South  Wales  was  that  fliore  from  whofe  bourne 
ino  traveller  could  ever  return.  He  advifed  the  bil^to  he 
'put  off  for  this  feffion,  till  its  principle  a>uld  be  rendered 
j  more  intelligible. 

lAr.Powys  {dJxiy  the  fame  hill  had  been  received  witl^ut  Mr." 
oppofitiqa  iaf):  year.  Inilead  of  its  having  a  tendency  to  Powyt. 
ifpread  contagion,  one  of  its  chief  principles  was,  to  keep 
different  convids  feparate.  Whether  the  jail  or  the  peni- 
tentiary houfe,  it  required  the  prifoners  to  be  kept  feparate^ 
and  employed  in  bard  labour.  It  created  no  newexpences; 
it  only  incurred  expences  which  were  already  created.  The 
;  other  a£ls  on  the  fame  fubjedt  were  not  in  JForce,  and  fell 
,  ihort  of  the  ends  of  this  hill. 

Mr.  yeky'l  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  produced  a  paper  ftated  Mr. 
to  be  ^'  a  lift,  of  the  prifoners  under  confinement,  and  fen-  Jekyllv 
*'  tenced  to  hard  labour  in  the  caftle  jail  and  bridewell  of 
"  the  county  of  Oxford,  with  an  account  of  the  earnings, 
^  expence  of  maintenance,  •  materials  for  work,  cloaths^ 
«*  overlooking,  &c.  from  the  iftof  January  I78f,  to  the 
**  ift  of  January  1790,"  whence  it  appeared  that  eighty 
prifoners  had  earned  in  that  timcj-r 

^•383  n  7 
Their  total  expence  h^d  beeq  263  190 

Balance  faved  to  the  coiyity^i  over  and 

above  every  expence         — r  —  "—        I19327 

Mr.  Jekyll  commented  upon  this  as  a  matter  well  worthy 
the  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe,  fince  it  proved  that  the 
example,  if  followed  in  every  county  in  the  kingdom,  and 
managed  with  the  fame  exertion  and  attention,  which  it 
had  experienced  in  the  hands  erf  the  keeper  of  Oxford  c^^^le^p 
would  doubtlefs  prove  equally  fuccefsful^  and  produce  many 
ocncficial  confequences. 
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Mr.  Harrifon  fp«  ke  for  the  hilfs  being  committed. 
The  Houte  dividect,  wh  Ji.the  numbers  were,  ' 

Ayes  i^for  the  bill  being  committed  then)  18;  Nocs,6j.  ! 
The  bill  was  therefore  lolt. 

As  loon  as  the   divifjon  was  over,  Mr.   PoWys  \aiat 

moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "'for  better  r^ulat\si|t 

**  j*ils»  and  other  places  cf  confinement,*'  with  a  fie** 

fecure  and  preferve  the  fecond  part  of  his  bill,  themotioH 

after  a  ill  ore  converfation,  was  agreed  to, 

Mr-  W.        Mr.  fV.  Smith  rofe  in  confequencc  of  the  notice  he  W 

Smith,     given  two  days  preceding,  of  his  intention  to,  make  a  Bfr 

tion  on  the  fuUjeft  of  the  terms  in  which  a  particular tBjiC 

had  been  handled  laft  Friday,  which  be  faid  he  bad  felt  toU 

unpleafant,  and  believed  to  be  difordcrly.     Mr.  Smith&it 

his  iole  obje6l  had  been  to  induce  gentlemen  to  treat  certi 

topics  in  decent  and  more  temperate  terms  than  had  bea 

the  cafe  laft  Friday.     He  hadliccn  perfuaded,  thatthcii 

Spvould  obtain  when  the  farpe  topics  would  be  again  dlfccfi 

as  they  had  been  laft  Tuefday,  and  he  was  ferry  tofayi*) 

violent  and  as  unreftrained  a  mode  of  expreffion  asbcti 

He  had  fince  doubted  whether  he  had  belter  fayanrnii 

about  the  fubjefl  or  not;  but  having  given  notice  of  hisi 

tention  to  the  Houfe,  and  not  liking  to  hear  public afa 

blies  of  magiftracy,  like  that  Houfe,  or  theaffembiiesiii^ 

colonies  treated  with  difrefpeft,  he  had  fliewn  arigfe^ 

nourable  gentleman,  whom  he  did  not  tlien  fee  in  his|J< 

a  paffage  in  a  pamphlet,  theftatement  of  which  hcik»d| 

as   his  objedl  was  only  to  obtain  decent  language,  »d 

if  read  to  the   Houfe,  fuflficiently  anfwer  his  purpofe; 

would  therefore  read  it  infteao  of  a  motion;  the  words « 

in  effe&f  that  ♦«  to  talk  difref -eafully  and  harfiily  of  p^ 

**  affemblies,  for  a  wife  man  it  was  nit  decent,  foraill 

i^  man  it  was  not  temperate,  and  for  a  mild  man  its  wai 

<*  humane.'* 

The  order  of  th^  day  having  been  moved  by  Mr.Cfa 
eel  lor  Pitt,  for  refuming  the  Committee  on  tlie  Qj' 
bill,  an'd  the  fame  having  been  read  accordinglv,  theSpe* 
left  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Hobait  took  his  feat  at  thetahk. 
The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  i0 
blanks  in  the  claufes,  beginning  with  page  7  of  ihepn* 
bill.  As  the  converfation  was  for  the  moft  part  looil 
*4efukory,  we  (hall  only  give  an  account  of  the  maimtf 
which  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  without  entering  into a< 
tail  of  the  obfervations  that  were  made,  except  when  ll 
reqtiire  notice. 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  having  propofed,  that  tlie  nuflW 
Memb«r§toJ>e  chofen  for  the  Houfe  of  Aflimbly  m^ 
Cans^da^  fliovid  not  be  lefs  than^fixteen. 
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Mr*  Fox  rofe,  and  objef^ed  to  the  number.     He  contended  Mr.  Fox. 
that  after  fo  much  had  been  faid  about  obtaining  a  proper 
aridocracy  for  that  colony,  on  the  preceding  days,  they 
ijvere  not  now  to  lofe  fight  of  giving  it  a  proper  (hare  of 
democracy  likewife,  which  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be 
'    requifite.     Sure  he  was,  that  fixteen  was  a  good  numf>er  for 
i    ad  ariAocracy,  but  by"  no  means  for  a  democracy.     He  was 
perfeflly  aware  that  it  was  idle  to  expe£b,  or  to  maintain, 
that  in  a  reprefentative  Houfe  the  number  of  the  eledlcd 
.  ought  to  bear  a  ftriS  analogy  to  the  number  of  the  elecSlors. 
He  knew  there  was  no  neceffity  for  it;  and  that  558  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  were  juft  as  good  a  reprefentative  of  the 
jlL  people  of  England,    amounting   to  eight  millions,  as  any 
!     larger  number  whatever;  but  if  they  were  legiflating  for  a 
I     much  more  populous  country,  (France  for  inftance)  he  did 
,     not  believe  he  fliould  be  told  that  558  Members  were  fit  re- 
I    prefentatives  for  the  people  of  France.     Mr.  Fox  thought 
r    Sixteen  by  no  means  enow  to  form  any  thing  that  could  ' 
r    bear  the  name  of  a  popular  Affembly;  he  fhould  rather  have 
imagined  that  one  hundred  would  have  been  the  number,  if 
one  hundred  fit  Members  pf  Aflembly  could  have  been  ob- 
tained in  Upper  Canada. 

'  Mu  Pitt  faid,  as  there  were  not  above  ten  thoufand  Indl-  ^f^^  pit^, 
viduals  in  Upper  Canada,  (including  men,  women,  and 
children),  he  thought  fixteen  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  pro- 
vince was  about  a  reafonable  proportion  of  thof*  who  were 
fit  perfons  to  be  chofen  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly, 
and  could  fpare  time  enough  for  due  attendance.  The  blank 
was  filled  up  with  the  word  fixteen.  h  was  here  obferved 
by  Mr-  Pitt,  that  the  bill  did  not  limit  the  number  of  Mem- 
bers to  fixteen,  but  only  fliewed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  lefs 
than  fixteen. 

The  member  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly 
in  Lower  Canada  was  moved  to  be  fill.d  up  with  the  word 
thirty. 

Mr.  Fox  condemned  fuch  a  nomination  as  infinitely  too  Mr.  Fox. 
fmall.  To  transmit  the  Britifh  con  flit  utioii  toall  the  colo- 
nies of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  well  knew  was  im- 
p  ffible;  but  to  pretend  to  do  any  thing  like  it,  and  to  name 
thirty  perfons  as  a  popular  Affembly  reprefenting  100,000, 
was  fo  grofs  a  fallacy,  that  he  hoped  it  would  no  longer  be 
ittempted  to  he  faid  that  we  gave  Canada  even  a  (ketch  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution,  or  «iny  thing  like  it. 

Mr.  Powys'f;i\d,  the  number  of  inhabitants  he  underftood      Mr. 
amounted  to  150,000.  Powys. 

Mr.  Bernards  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Powys.,  faicl,  that  was  fup-      Mr. 
pofed  to  have  been  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  Bernard, 
province  of  Cannda  before  it  was  attempted  to  be  divided. 

I       Mr.         -- 
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Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  they  could  not  pretend  to  give  Canada 

Dundas.  the  fame  conflitution  as  tliey  themfelves  lived  under;  all 
they  could  do  was  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  fame  conftt- 
'  tution,  when  cncreaf<!*d  population  and  timo  fliould  haT« 

made  the  Canadians  ripe  to  receive  it,  and  to  enjoys  the  faow  "^ 
bleffings. 
Mr  Fm»       Mr.   i^ox  inHfled  on  it,  that  an  Aflembly,  confifting  of 
thirty,  as  the  reprefentative  of  100,000,  might  bean  excel* 
lent  xAilemhIy,  a  wife  Aflembly,  a  virtuous  AiTembly,  or 
an  enterprifing  Aflembly,  but  it  could  not  be  calk^  a  popn* 
lar  Aflembly. 
Mr.  Mr.  Martin  wondered  that  Mr.  Dundas  ihoi^ld  argact 

Maitin.  that  the  cpnftitution  would  be  ruined  by  a  more  equal  repre-  ^ 
fentation.  Didhc  wiflithe  Aflembly  in  C:\nada,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin afked,  to  refemb'.e  feme  reprefentative  bodies  in  other 
countries,  where  there  were  ftiam  eleiflions,  and  fpotmeQ 
drefled  up  in  their  mafters*  cloaths,  and  fent  t9  Parliament? 
Colonel  Colonel  Simcoe  read  an  extrai5l  from  an  Ani^rican  paf)er9 
Simcoe*  to  prove  that  the  congrefs  thouglu  a  very  froall  number  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  members  forming  the  Houfe  qf  Aflenibly  for 
a  weftern  province,  anH  that  two  or  four  would  he  enov 
to  reprefent  Montreal  and  Quebec, 

The  qualifications  of  eIe£lors  were  moved,  and  agreed  to. 
at  forty  Aiillings  for  freeholders,  in  whom  the  choice  (4 
members  for  dillrifls,  counties,  or  circles  fo  lay. 

Electors  of  members  of  towns  or  townfhips  to  poflefs  a 
dwelling- houfe,  or  lot  of  ground,  of  the  value  of  five 
pounds  yearly,  of  if  refident  within  the  faid  town  or  town- 
tfliip,  for  the  fix  months  before  the  date  of  writ  of  fummons» 
for  the  eledion,  to  have  paid  ten  pounds  rent. 

The  duration  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  was  ffxed  for 
four  years,  inftead  of  feven,  as  originally  propofed;*  and  the 
right  of  appeal,  inftead  of  being  firft  to  the  Privy  Councilt 
and  then  to  the  Houfe  of  Lordsj  was  reftrided  to  the  Privy 
Council  only. 

When  they  came  to  the  claufes  refpefting  the  clergy,  Mr. 
Fox  begged  an  explanation,  of  both  the  claufes,  pages  I3> 
14,  15. 
I^r.  Pitt.       Mr.  Chan^cellor  P/// faid,  that  he  firft  gave  the  Governor 
and  Council  a  power  under  the  inflruftions  of  His  Majefly 
to  diftribute  out  of  a  funi  arifing  from  the  tythes  for  lands  or 
poflx^flions,  and  fee  apart  for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of 
Proteftant  clergy,  in  order  to  give  them  a  competertt  in- 
come, and   the  (econd  clnufe,  he  faid,  provided  for  the  per- 
manent fupport  of  the  Proteftant  clergy,  a  feventh  propor- 
tion of  the  lands  to  be  granted  in  future.     He  declared  that 
'        the  meaning  of  the   a(5l    was   to  enable  the   Governor  to 
endow,  and  to  prefect  the  Proteftant  clergy  of  the  efiabllC** 
*  ed 
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sd  church  to.fuch  parfonage  or  redlory  as  might  be  conftituted 
Merefled  within  every  townfhip  or  pari(h,  which  now  was 
or  might  be  formed,  and  to  give  to  luch  Proteftant  clergy- 
Fnanof  the  eflablifhed. church,  a  part,  or  the  whole,  as  the 
Eovernor  thought  proper,  of  the  lands  appropriated  by  the 
id.  He  farther  explained,  that  this  was  dorc  to  encourage 
tlieeAablilbed  church,  and  that  poffibly  liereafter  it  might  be 
propofed  to  fend  a  Bifhop  of  the  eilabliQied  church,  to  fit  in 
the  Legiflative  Council. 

Mr,  Fox  difagreed  with  the  whole  of  this  plan.  He  faid,  Mr.  f  <mw 
he  thought  the  Roman  Catholick  religion  ought  to  be  tlie 
eJiablilhed  church  of  the  colony,  or  the  Prefbytcrian  (that  of 
the- Kirk  of  Scotland;  he  conceive^d,  fetting  afide  a  feventh 
part  of  the  lands  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Pro- 
leftatit  ckrgy,  was  too  great  an  allotment,  and  that  tt)e 
idea  of  fending  a  Bifliop  of  the  edablMied  church  of  £n^ 
gland  to  (it  in  the  Legiflative  Council,  was  in  every  point  of 
Tiew  unjuAifiable. 

Mr.  Duncombe  was  of  c^inion  that  fetting  afide  a  feventh  Mr«  Duih 
of  the  lands  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  was    oombe^ 
too  much. 

Mr.  Ryder  by  way  of  explanation  faid,  that  the  meaning     Mr. 
Iras,  when  His  Majefty  granted  fix  acres  in  any  of  the  new    Rydw^ 
townfliips,  an  acre  was  to  be  fet  afide  for  the  clergyman  pre-  , 

fented  by  the  Governor  to  the  parfonage  or  reflory,  for  the 
4rft  year  or  two,  as  the  clergyman  would  have  the  ground 
to  dear  and  cultivate,  he  probably  would  be  greatly  under-  . 
pa$. 

Mr.  Fox  fiill  cenfured  the  whole  plan,  and  reminded  the  jvfr,  po^^ 
Houfe  that  Mr.  Dandas  had  two  evenings  finct  boafted  that 
the  fecuritv  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  was  its  being  erefted  on 
the  rock  of  poverty;  according  to  the  provifions  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  even  the  clergy  of  the  Kirk  would  have 
h]|;er  incomes  in  Canada  than  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Dundms  gave  an  hiftorical  detail  of  the  mode  of  pro*  Mr.Duir^ 
ttedii^  by  which  the  clergy  in  Scotland  were  fupported.  dat. 
The  fund  out  of  which  they  were  paid,  he  faid,  was  created 
in  the  laft  century;  when  the  whole  tythcs  of  Scotland,  a^ 
they  then  ftood,  were  fold,  and  the  money  they  produced 
tened  for  the  purpofe.  There  were^  he  faid,  about  90a 
l^nlhes  in  Scotland,  and  their  clergy  had,  he  believed^  one 
with  another,  between  eighty  and  ninety  pounds  a  year; 
and  when  their  income  from  circumAances  was  too  fmall,  it 
Was  made  up  to  a  certain  amount  to  fuch  individuals  whofe 
pittance  w^s  too  fcattty,  by  the  Aflembiy  of  the  Kirk  who 
managed  the  fund.  He  hmented  that  rn  confequence  of  ah 
trror  in  the  original  proceeding,  viz.  the  vefting  the  fum 
which  the  fale  of  the  ty  thes  bad  produced  in  a  fvmd,  inftead 
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6f  laying  it  out  in  the  purchafe  of  land,  and  dividing  that 
land  fo  purchafeJ  into  allotments  for  the  clergy,  the  latter 
was  not  fufBciently  provided  for.  Had  the  piaii  he  had 
fiated  l)een  adopted^  tiie  land  would  Jiave  rifeil  in  yalae,  in 
proporvion  to  its  improvement,  as  other  land  had,  and  the 
incumbents  would  confecjuently  have  had  the  benefit  of  its  in- 
creafed  prcdu<5iion. 

Mf,  Pulteney,  Lord  Carysfort,  and  other  gentlemen,  took  i 
part  in  the  converfation ;  and  at  length,  the  blanks  beinjj 
all  filled  up5  the  Houfe  adjourned  at  twelve  oVlock. »  I 

Friday^   13/A  May. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Commit* ; 
tee,  on  the  bill  for  granting  a  reward,  in  certain  cafes,  oai 
the  convi£lion  of.  felons,  being  about  to  be  read,  the  Speaker 
obferved,  that  the   bill  purported  to  amend  the  6th  AnA| 
which  in  certain  cafes  granted  a  reward  of  40L  But  the  pre- 
fent  bill,  which  came  from  the  Lords,  provided  that  a  fmal- 
lerTura  than  40I.  ihould  be  given  as  a  reward  in  certain  cafes; 
and  therefore  the  Lords  had  taken  upon  themfelves,  as  far  as 
thedifpoGtion  of  the  public  money,  a  privilege  which  only 
belonged  to  the  Commons.     Under  thefe  circumftance'i  ht  I 
fabmitted  whether  this  bill  ought  to  proceed  farther. 

After  a  few  words  between  Mn  Powys^  and  Mn  Baker, 
the  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a 
Committee  pn  the  bill,  when  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  movei 
that  the  Houfe  (hould  go  into  the  faid  Committee  that  (iaf 
three  months. 
If  after  of       The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  faid,  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to 
ihcRollt.  bring  in  a  fimilar  bill.    The  intention  of  the  Judges,  h#  W 
was  exceedingly  good  in  wifhing  not  to  grant  the  whole  re- 
ward of  40I.  only  when  they  thought  it  dcferved.    Accord- 
ing to  the  prefent  law,  whatever  the  number  of  offenderi 
were,  40I.  reward  nxuft  be  paid  on  the  convifkion  of  each, 
and  yet  fometimes  there  was  no  pierit  whatever  in  thofe 
who  convi6led  them,  and  perhaps  no  expence  wa^  ircurrei 
He  was  convinced  the  judges  would  grant  the  full  revrari 
when  it  was  proper.     He  Aated  an  inilance  of  three  boyS) 
whom  he  tried  when  Chief  Jufticeof  Chefter;  the  party  ofl 
whofe  evideuce  the  convicSlion  took  place,  had  no  Icfs  thafl 
120L  to  i*cceive,  which  he  thought  was  a  great  dcal.ioo 
much. 

Another  thing  he  wifhed  to  join  in  the  fame  bill,  was,  to 
render  thofe  perfons  who  were  convlfted  of  petty  larcrnyf 
competent  witneffes.  According  to  the  prefent  law,  wheaf 
a  man  ftole  i  id.  he  was  infamous  for  life,  but  if  he  ftolj. 
13d,  he  was  perfetSlly  a  good  man,  as  to  all  thepufpofo" 
competency  to  be  a  witncfs.   After  a  few  words  on  thi« />*• 
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jed,  between  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Burdon^  Mr.  Mitford' 
and  Mr.  Baker. 

The  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
fcr  regulating  the  difiribution  of  rewards  in  tlie  cafe  of  felons, 
and  to  render  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  convi£led  of  pett^ 
larceny  competent  witnefles. 

Lord  Beauchamp  faid,  although  he  thought  both  the  ob-  Ld.  Beau- 
jefis  of  the  bill  were  perfeflly  proper;  yet  he  thought  it    champs 
wcold  be  better  to  ieparate  them,  as  they  were  incongruous* 
It  would  occafion  no  delay  to  divide  them  into  two  diftin£l 
bUls. 

The  Speaker  alfo  fubmitted  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  The 
that  two  birs  would  be  preferable  to  one;  to  which  the  Sp«iktr' 
Mafter  of  the  Rolls  agreed,  and  moved,  ift.  For  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  diftribution  of  rewards  in 
the  cafe  of  felons :  ordered.  2d.  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill^ 
to  render  perfons  conyified  of  petty  larceny^  witnefles: 
ordered. 

The  Mafter  of  the  RoUs^,  Mr.  Powys,  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
tbefame. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  office  of  the 
clerks  of  aflize  and  bills  of  indictment, 

"Mr.  Joddrel  took  the  chair.     Mr.  Douglas  was  then  cal- 
led to  the  bar  in  fupport  of  certain  petitions  which  had  been 
Vprefented  againft  tlie  faid  bill  by  the  clerks  of  affize. 

After  the  counfel  had  withdrawn,  a  fhort  converfation 
took  place  on  the  bill;  after  which,  the  further  confidera* 
tion  oif  it  was  put  off  till  Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
•Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Mr.  Piob 
Committee  to  a  number  of  regulations  which  Jie  meant  to 
propofe  relative  to  hills  of  exchange,  promifTory  notes,  &c* 
&c.  and  which  he  had  mentioned  when  the  expences  of  the 
laft  armament  were  voted.  The  firft  obje6l  to  which  he 
plied  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  related  to  the  pro- 
pofed  alteration  of  the  duties  on  bills  of  exchange.  At 
prefect,  he  faid,  all  bills  of  exchange  payable  on  demand^ 
and  which  were  under  lol.  only  paid  a  duty  of  3d*  The  al« 
teration  which  he  propofed  to  make,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt 
£iid,  was,  that  bills  for  fums  amounting  to  forty  fbillings 
and  not  exceeding  five  guineas,  fhould  remain  at  the  old 
doty,  but  that  bills  of  5I.  5s.  up  to  301*  fliould  pay  a  ftamp 
doty  of  6d.  This  regulation,  however,  was  not  meant  to 
fxtend  to  bills  not  payable  on  demand,  which,  whether  they 
were  above  or  below  5I.  5s.  were  to  pay  a  duty  ofi6d.    Bills 
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payable  on  demand  from  30I.  to  50I.  were  to  pay  in  fbture 
duty  of  9^.  From  50I.  to  lool.  a  duty  of  is.  This  h 
duty  was  the  fame  as  was  paid  at  prefent,  except  that  ti 
fum  was  in  future  to  be  limiited  from  50I.  to  lOoU  where 
formerly  only  a  duty  of  is.  was  paid  on  all  -bills  for  50I. 
upwards.  Bills  from  lOol.  to  200I.  to  pay  is.  6d;  Bi! 
for  200I.  and  upwards*  to  pay  a  duty  of  two  fhillinj 
He  faid,  he  did  not  mean  ar  prefent  to  make  any  increafc( 
bills  for  larger  lums,  though  perhaps  he  might  be  juftificd 
making  the  increafe  fnore  progreffive. 

The  next  fubjrft  to  which  he  wiflied  to  draw  tbeattfti 
tion  of  the  Committet»5  he  faid,  related  to  thofe  notes  whij 
•  *  ^     were  payable  at  two  places,  and  Which  were  re-iffucdafi 
thev  had  been  paid  at  one  of  thofe  places,     Thefe  notes,  I 
fa'd,  were  often   fent  as  remittances,  and  thereby  prodoc 
ahe  cfFe6l  of  bills  of  exchange,  which  were  paid  only  one 
thefe  notes  of  courfe  inanifelHy  injured  the  public  rereni 
A  doubt  had  been  raifed  by  lawyers,  whether  it  was  legal 
re-ifiue  notes   after   they    had  been   once  paid.     To  th 
doubts  he  did  not  wiflx  to  revert,  hut  to  allow  fuch  notd 
be  re-iffued  on  paying  a  proportionable  increafe  for  that  J 
vilege,  and  that  increafe  (hould  be  double;  thus  notes  1 
iflbed  for  5I.  5s.  were  to  pay  a  duty  of  6d.  &c. 

The  laft  point,  to  which  he  wiflied  to  diredl  the 
tpe,  was  to  receipts,  in  which  he  intended  to  make  only^ 
•Alteration,  and  that  was  in  the  third  ftnge,  where  thefj 
formerly  paid   4d.  for  a  receipt  of  5of.  or  upwards, 
fhould  in  future  pay  a  duty  of  6d.     There  had,  be 
•been  much  evafiort  on  this  fubjedl;  but  he  propofed,  if] 
fible,  to  make  fuch  regulations  as  (liould  prevent  thisi 
t4ire;  he  meant  to  include  all  thefe  propofitions  ih  one 
Parliament.     He  thought,  for  the  fake  of  form,  hcoi| 
u^  movls  that  all  the  duties  on   b»lls  of  exchange,  pro' 

notes,  &c.  /hould  ceafe,  and  be  no^Tonger  paid  or  p-iy- 
When  the  Chairman  put  the  quefiion  on  this  moti 
Sir  Beni.        Sir  Benjamin  Hantmett  obferVeH,  that  the  refolutions 
Hammect.  the  Committee  had  heard,  involved  the  fundamental 
plefi  of  finance,  and  were  ruinous  to  private  proj 
this,  Sir  Benjamin  faid,  he  was  confirmed  hy  MonI 
and  many  other  eminent  writers.     He  was  forry  to 
the  Houfe,  but  he  could  not  avoid  it  on  the  prefent 
He  never  would  agree,  he  faid,  to  a  tax  on  any  p 
but  where  every  Member  of  that  Houfe  was  fuhjefl  »] 
part  of  fuch  tax:  he  felt  the  neceffity  of  taxes  as f' 
any  man,  but  they  muft  beeqUal  and  impartial,  and 
the  iliop  tax,  vi^hlch  only  affe^cd  one  ctafs  of  the 
nity. 
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.     Mr;  Hawkrns  Bnume  drclared,  that  in  hrs -opinion,  this   Mr.  H. 
9ea6  one  of  the  mod  impartial  taxes  that  could  poffibly  be  Browne, 
iippoied ;  it  would  extejid  to  perfans  of  all  defer ipt ion $^,  and 
ir^snot  liable  to  any  one  of  thepbjedions  Aated  by  his  ho-* 
Qourable  friend,  which  were  very  ftrong  and  important  ob-* 
ji^ions,  but  were  not  applicable  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

Sir  Benjamin  Hammett  exp'ained.  He  contended,  that  %{x  B^nj. 
t|lis  was  a  moA  partial  tax,  and  aiFefled  bankers  only.  He  Hammctc* 
liad«  he  faid,  formerly  heard  a  right  honourable  gentlemai| 
declare,  that  not  a  guinea  (houtd  be  paid,  unlefs  every 
|46mber  of  that  Houle  was  liable  to  pay  a  part  of  it :  ho 
jnOkoA  to  reforc  to  that  ftandard.  There  was  no  commodity 
wey  could  tax,  no  houfe,  no  land,  no  goods,  but  every 
Member  of  that  Houfe  ought  to  be  liable  to  contribute  a 
Virr.  Not  a  fmgle  guinea  ought  to  be  raifed  hut  where  the 
l^le  community  were  to  bear  a  part  of  the  burden.  Sir 
wfijamin  declared,  he  only  knew  one  exception  to  this,  and 
Mc  was  unayoi  'able  neceiHty.  If  the  right  honourable 
^Eqtlemen  could  fhew  him  that  neceffity  exitled,  he  fhould» 
•  l|t  fay  a  word  more  upon  the  fubje6t.  The  neceffity,  which 
■^founded  all  the  principles  of  right  and  wrong,  of  juftice 
:'b  injuftice,  would,  he  doubted  not,  provs  fuch  refolutions 
i^Vhc  undeniably  requifite:  but  fure  he  was,  there  was  no 
;..  Uoti  to.have  re^ourfe  to  that  neceffity.  Such  taxes  de^ 
grpyed  all  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  and  would  be  a 
i^^kifiable  caufe  of  refinance. 

7-:Mr.  MoTtin  faid,  that  as  the  meafure  appeared  to  him  to  Mr. 
^  g«ntended  to  prevent  fraud,  it  had  his  hearty  approbation^  Mardn. 
r?  fcre  was,  in  fai3  opinion,  fomething  in  the  fraud  of 
t^r^Litjng  the  public  revenue,  which  flruck  him  as  being ^a 
\ivrjth  greater  crime  than  that  of  robbing  individnaU.  If 
/.  ,L$  were  evaded,  he  thought  others  (hould  be  impofed  which 
[Mt^bU  affect  all  claJlvS  of  people.  Jf  the  tax  was  not  a 
i,,<^;U  one,  he  hoped  it  would  not  pafs;  if  it  was  a  proper 
'\^\  it  fhould  have  his  approbation. 

\'  Mr.   Pulteney  faid,  the  only  queftion  was,  whether  the      j^^. 
^^  Icame  under  the  principle  qf  the. {hop  tax.     He  made  aPulteney. 
^^•4obfervations  on  the  refolutions,  and  feemed  to  entertain 
.  ,j4c  doubts  whether  they  were  impartial  or  not. 
!lv  r*^'  ^^^^^^  f'*'^  ^  ^^^  words  on  the  fubjed.     Notes  and .   Mr. 

^fof  exchange  could  not,  he  obferved,  bear  an  equal  tax;  Thornton 
^  rfce  fame  time  he  did  not  wifh  particularly  to  obje£k  to 
"f  refolutions,  but  wifbed  a  general  liberality  on  the  fub- 

^^l^lr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  it  was  ^certainly  his  Mr.  Pkt. 
^     Wo  lay  every  tax  as  equally  on  every  man*  as  he  poffibly 
1*5^^.  ,|l  do;  but  in  each  particular  cafe  it  was  utterly  impoffi- 
C'^^  iand  the  utmoft  that  could  be  expected  was,  that  whea   { 
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all  the.taxcf  wcre'Hcndcd  together,  upon  the  whole,! 
burden  (hould  be  im^nrtially  diftributed.     It  was,  hoirei„ 
impoffible^  Mr.  Chancellor  ritt  fatd,  to  reduce  to  pradioel 
perfe£t  a  fyftem  of  taxation,  as  one  that  would  fuit  itiidf ' 
every  individual. 
Sir  Bcnj.       Sir  Benjamin  Hammett  once  more  rofe.     He  ftill  de 
Hanunett.  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  a  tax  of  one  (hilling,  which  didi 
attach  on  every  Member  of  that  Houfe,  ouj^ht  not  tobei 
pofed  on  the  country.     If,  he  faid,  any  of  the  taxes  vh 
conftituted  the  many  millions  of  annual  revenue  to 
country,  had  been  impoied  on  fuch  principles  as  he  con 
this  to  be,  he  begged  that  the  right  honourable  genti 
or  any  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  would  point  it  out  to  1 
Sir  Benjamin  concluded  by  faying,  that  the  right  bono 
gentleman  had  better  take  all  their  property  at  once. 
Mr.  Mr.  Bakti-  faid,  that  if  gentlemen  dealt  in  gold  there  y 

Baker,    no  tax  upon  it-,  but  if  they  dealt  in  paper,  they  were  to  1 
fKofe  taxes   which  had  been  ftated.     Paper,  he  obfer 
raifed  a  credit;  and  fome  gentlemen  could  live  by  it, 
therefore  he  prefumed  there  was  great  profit  ariilng  from  i 
a  tax  upon  it  was  confequently  by  no  means  unreafonablft* 
Sir  Bcnj.      Sir  Benjamin  Hammett  contended,  that  the  principles 
Hammctc.  which  thefe  refolutions  had  been  brought  forward,  and  \ 
which  they  were  attempted  to  be  juftified,  would  juftiiy  t 
taking  of  all  their  property. 

Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  faid  a  few  words  on  the  I 
After  which  the  Chairman  having  put  the queft ion,  the! 
lowing  refolutions  paflfed : 

Tlvit  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  a  fum  i 
exceeding  3d.  be  laid  upon  every  bill  of  exchange^  noCe^  < 
^ .     draft,  or  order,  payable  on  demand,  where  the  fum  fl 
amount  to  40s.  and  not  exceed  5I.  5s.  and  which  Ihall  1 
be  re-iflueable  after  payment  thereot^  at  any  other 
than  where  the  name  was  firft  iflued. 

6d.  from  5!.  5s.  to  30L 

9d.  from  30K  to  50I. 
,  >s.  from  50L  to  lOoL 

IS.  6d.  from  lool.  to  2oel. 

its.  from  200I.  and  upwards. 

Upon  notes  that  {hall  be  re-iflucable. 

id.  upon  all  receipts  from  40s.  to  aoL 

4d.  from  20I.  to  50L 

6d.  from  50I.  and  upwards. 

1  he  report  to  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

The  Koufe  adjourned. 

■  '\ 
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^*  Monday y   iSthMay. 

a:  \  The  order  of  the  day  being  read,    that  the  Houfe  fhobid 
,^1  folveitfelf  into  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  Mr.  Al- 
irroan  Watfon  prefented  a  propofal  from  the  Governor  and 
^;  DurtofDired^orsof  the  Bank,  *^  that  there  fiiould  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  ufe  of  Government,    a  fum  of  500yOOoL 
without  intereft,  as  long  as  the  dividends  unclaimed  (hall 
amount,    after  the   quarterly   payments,    to   6oo,oo9l«  . 
upon  condition,  that  as  much  fliall  be  returned,  as  the  fuai 
total  of  the  unclaimed  dividends  may  fall  below  tbac 
;^|fum." 

The  propofition  having  been  read  at  the  table, 
Mr«  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  that  the  propofal  be  accepted; 
^  rhich  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
^  lived  to-morrow. 

'  General  Smith  having  moved  for  the  reading  of  the  com-  G«wnl 
liffion  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  appointing  him  Governor  Gene-'  S«iA. 
ll  of  Bengal,  and  the  (ame  being  read  accordingly,  the  Ge- 
tral  faid,  he  now  underftood  that  the  objefl  of  his  motion 
ad  been  in  a  great  meafure  anticipated  by  an  order  of  the 
iovemor  and  Council  of  Bengal,  and  his  intention  now 
rat  to  render  that  order  more  valid.  The  offices  of  Go- 
vernor General  arid  Commander  in  Chief,  had  been  veiled  in 
me  and  the  (ame  perfon,  with  a  view,  he  underftood,  to 
ioIle£l,  when  neceflary,  all  the  force  into  one  centen  As 
governor  General,  he  had  the  power  to  fuf  pend  all  the  Go- 
vernors and  Councils  of  the  different  fettlements.  But  at 
^oimander  in  Chief,  he  became  himfelf  fubje£k  to  the 
lowerof  the  feparate  fettlements  in  which  he  fliould  happen 
0  be  placed.  Was  this  fuitable  to  the  dignity  and  authority 
nhich  ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  office  of  Commander  in 
Chief?  If  any  di&rence  fhould  arife  between  htm  and  Gene- 
T nl  Medows,  which,  he  by  no  means  reckoned  likely  to  hap- 
f't^n,  but  only  mentioned  as  a  cafe  in  point,  General  Me- 
'  ^ws,  by  fending  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  fettle* 
nent  in  which  they  then  were,  might  compel  Lord  Corn- 
wallis to  adopt  an  opinion  contrary  to  his  own.  He  was 
'  glad  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  himfelf  gone  to  take  the  com- 
f  mand  of  the  army.  His  prefence  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
'  afiairs,  would,  he  trufted,  be  of  advantage.  There  was  no 
other  officer  of  equal  refponfibility,  or  who  could  exert,  if 
fie  faw  occafion,  the  fame  power  of  making  a  peace.  He 
mufi  likewife  be  his  own  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  a 
war  foexpenfive,.  there  was  none  but  the  Governor  General 
who  could  find  means  for  i^sfupport.  He  might  here,  the 
General  faid,  enumerate  the  inconvenience  of  former  a£ts  of 
Parliament,    but  be  underftood  that  his  motion  would  be 
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adopted,  and  afford,  at  jeaft  for  the  prefent,  a  fource  of  re- 
lief. The  fituation  cf  India  called  for  remedy.  The  power 
^t  prefciit  granted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  wai  in- 
competent. Noe  thinking,  hefaid,  upon  the  prefent  fubjed 
with  thofe  gentlemen  with  whom  he  was  accuftoined  to 
aA,  he  had  not  confqlted  them  upon  his  motion;  he  thought 
it,  however,  his  duty  to  make  it,  atid  whether  he  (hould  or 
iheuld  not  he  feconded,  his  duty  would  be  difchargcd  in  mak- 
.  ingit;  heconcludcd  with  moving,  <*  That  when  the  offices 
ef  Governor  General  of  Bengal  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  forces  in  India  are  veiled  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon^ 
it  is  incompatible  with  the  power  of  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  preju4ical  to  the  public  ferv!ce,  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  if  employed  in  his  military  capacity,  on  either  of  the 
coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  (hould  he  fuhjeS  to  the 
orders  of  the  prefidencies  of  Bombay  and  Forr  St,  Geoigf^ 
over  whom,  in  a  civilcapacity  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal^ l» 
eifrcifei  authority/* 

Mr.  St.  John  feconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  the  fame  doubts  which  bad  ft  ruck 

Dundai.  the  honpurai  le  General,  had  likewife  operated  on  the  Coun- 
cil of  Bengal^  who  had  d^egated  to  Lord  Cornwallis  powers 
•ither  to  ad  with  vigour*  or  adopt,  as  he  ihouU  find  necef-* 
/  fary,  more  lenient  meafuri^s.     On  the  fubjedl  of  delegating 

powers,  there  were  (bme  doubts  entertained*  From  tlief« 
doubts,  he,  for  one,  mufi  confefs  that  he  was  not  free ;  bot 
no  doubts  ought  16  be  allowed  to  remain  oh  a  fubjedl  of  fuch 
importance*  For  this  purpofe,  he  meant  to  bring  in  a  biilf 
which  would  take  in  the  obje£i  of  the  honourable  Generafs 
motion.  It  was  better  to  apply  a  bill  and  a  propofition,  thaii 
^  merely  to  come  to  a  general  refolution.     Lord  Cornwallis, 

he  fuppofed,  was  now  adding  unifer  the  authority  of  the  re* 
iblutions  of  Council ;  no  doubt  could  be  enrertained  of  ths 
motives  from  which  he  had  adopted  this  mode  of  condud. 
Mr.  Dund<*)s  faid*  the  two  objedls  which  he  propofed  from 
the  bill  he  was  about  to  move  for,  were,  inflead  of  referring 
his  Lordfliip  to  the  Council  of  Bengal,  or  allowing  him  only 
to  aft  through  the  medium  of  the'Prefidency  of  Bombay  and 
Madraf, 

»ft,  That  he  (hould  aS  as  Governor  General  in  Bombay 
and  Madras,  and  ' 

2dly,  That  heftiould  a£t  upon  his  own  authoriry* 

He  concluded,  with  moving  for  leav?^  to.  bring  in  a  bill» 
10  confirm  and  eftabli(h  an  order  or  refolution  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  for  g^antirg 
certain  powers  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  while  adingupon 
the  coail  of  Coromaadel  and  Malabar. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  feconded  the  motion^  and  Taid  a  few 
words  on  the  intent  of  the  bill. 

General  Smith  acknclwlcdged  that  if  the  fame  end   was  General 
anfwered,  he  wifhed  rather  that  the  remedy  {hould  be  applied   SmiUi. 
by  the  executive  power.     But  he  thought  that  there  was  ftiJl 
a  fliorter  way — making  Lord  Cornwallis  Governor  of  every 
fettlement  into  which  he  went,  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  Francis  fa:J,  it  appeared  that  India  was  now  in  fcch  Mr. 
afitaation^  as  to  require  a  remedy  of  the  laft  elctremity,  Francis. 
1  he  civil  power  of  Bombay  was  to  be  entirely  fet  afide. 
He  would  not  enquire  how  it  had  come  into  fuch  a  fituation*  ' 
After  fo  many  adts,  it  appeared  neceflary  to  refort  to  a  neW 
a£l;  fuch  was  the  emergency  of  affairs  there.  But  while 
they  confidered  what  they  gave  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  they 
ought  likewife  to  confider  what  they  left  in  Bengal,  There 
was  at  prefent  no  legal  Government  remaining  in  BengaL 
Provifion  had  been  made  for  death  and  refignation,  but  not 
for  the  abfence  of  a  Governor.  What  care  then  was  taken 
of  Bengal  itfelf?  Much  was  fuppofed  to  depend  on  the  pre- 
fencc,  wifdotn,  and  authority  of  the  Governor;  of  the  be- 
nefits arifing  from  all  thefe  they  were  to  be  deprived.  He 
carried  likewife  with  him  every  lack  that  he  could  raife,  and 
the  flower  of  the  troops.  What  provifion  then  had  there 
been  made  for  the  fecttrity  of  Bengal  ?  Or  how  could  they 
be  confident  that  its  north-wefl  quarter  might  not  be  oppn  to 
invafion  ? 

Mr.  Fox^Tok  merely  to  fhow  that  the  objecSl  of  this  bill  Mr.  Fok. 
did  not  meet  with  general  appiobation.  He  did  not  know- 
how  far  the  power  exifted,  or  could  be  exercifed  with  pro- 
priety, of  going  out  of  Bengal  and  leaving  delegates.  A 
condud  of  this  fof  t  he  had  been  obliged  to  bnng  forward,  as 
anarticleof  accufation  in  the  charges  againft  Mr.  Haftings. 
Sucba  condu£^  was  not  permitted  by  the  law  as  it  flood,  and 
was  equally  inconfiftent  wi^h  propriety.  He  was  not  a 
friend,  hefaid,  to  the  great  powers  that  had  already  been 
granted,  and  could  not  be  more  favourably  difpofed  to  any 
increafe  of  thofe  powers.  But  he  had  fpoken  merely  with  an 
intention  of  intimating  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
when  this  hill  (hould  be  brought  forward,  it  would  not 
fail  to  he  an  objeft  of  ferious  attention  and  oppofition. 

Mr.  Dundas  replied,  that  if  there  were  no  Government  in     Mr. 
Bengal  during  the  abfence  of  the  Governor,  the  objeflion  Dundas. 
had  fuhfifted  ever  fince  the  eftablifliment  of  our  Government 
in  that  country.     As  to  the  delegation  of  power  which  had 
forii>ed  a  fubjed  of  accufation,  it  was  a  delegation  of  military     . 
command.      The  power  which   was  now   propofed  to  he 
granted  was  merely  a  form.     The  Governor  already  poffeffed 
an  equal  degree  of  power,  even  in  the  exercife  of  his  civU  ca-    j 
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pacrty;  for  if  he  differed  from  the  Council,  it  was  onlyne- 
ceflary  that  he  (bould  record  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  and 
zGt  upon  his  own  authority.  Mr*  Dundas  faid  that  be  had 
always  entertained  the  opinion,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  intmft 
a  Governor  General  wirh  very  high  powers;  and  come  thr 
debate  when  it  would,  heihouldnot  certainly  heiitate  to  de-  . 
clare  his  fentiments. 

Hdr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  under  ;'be  laws  now  ex- 
ifting,  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal  poflefled  a  fuperin- 
tending  power  over  the  other  Governments*  In  order  that 
be  might  a£l  upon  his  own  authority  in  any  cafe  in  which 
hefhould  differ  from  the  Council,  it  was  only  required  of 
bim  that  he  (hould  record  his  own  opinion,  and  the  neceffi^r 
of  the  public  fervice,  and  then  adopt  that  mode  of  condua 
which  appeared  to  himfelf  moft  proper.  It  was  only  propo- 
fed  to  grdnt  to  Lord  Cornwall  is  the  fame  power  whilft  ab^ 
fent ;  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  tranfmit  orders  to  lervant% 
who  were  nearer  himfelf,  without  employing  the  n^ium  of 
the  Council. 

'Mr4Foa[.       Mr.  Fox  remarked  that  the*  propoHtion,  as  explained  by 
the    right  honourable    gentleman,     was  very    limple;   it 
amounted  to  nothing  lefs  than  complete  and  abfotute  power* 
The  power  which  was  given   away  in  the  prefent  in  fiance^ 
bad  been  treated  lightly,  as  mere  matter  of  ceremony;  fe 
likewifehad  the  great  power  which  had  been  grantedona 
former  occafion.     The  Governor  and  Council  were  to  ad 
together;  there  could  be  no  majority  agatnft  the  Governor, 
as  the  Council  confifted  only  of  four,    except  he  choie  t^ 
ftand  fmgle.     He  underftood,  that  the  Governor  was  to  aft  . 
feparately,   only  upon^  an  extraordinary  emergency*    To 
veil  complete  and  abfolute  power  in  one  man,  was  indeed  the 
fimpleftand  worft  form  of  Government,  which  could  in  Us 
opinion  be  devifed  for  any  people.     By  granting  the  Gover- 
nor General  equal  power  during  his  abfence,  he  was  deprived 
of  all  the  benefits  of  being  made  acquainted  with  the  opinions 
of  the  Council,  and  freed  from  the  laft  checkj  the  neceffityt 
when  headed  for  himfelf,  of  recording  the  grounds  of  hit 
opinion*     Mr*   Fox  faid,   he  indeed  thought,    that  it  was 
neceffary  the  offices  of  the  Governor  General  and  Com* 
mander  in  Chief  fhould  befeparate,  in  order  that  the  dmies 
of  each  might  be  properly  difcharged*     Bot  it  appeared  that 
what  had  formerly  been  held  out  as  a  fcrious  check  upon  the 
power  of  the  Governor  General,  was  now  fet  afide  only  as 
matter  of  ceremony.     It  was  a  fobjeft,  he  faid,  whididc-i 
manded  much  difcuffion,  and  he  trailed  would  meet  with! 
£rm  oppoiition*     He  concluded  by  expreiling  his  difappro- 1 
bation  of  all  abfolute  and  unlimited  power,    even  though  I 
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orrery  human  perfe<9ion  could  be  fuppofed  to  refide  in  the  breaft 
wi  the  individual  in  whom  it  was  veiled. 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  by  an  aft  made  in  1773  it  had  been  Mr, 
provided,  that  during  the  abfence  of  the  Governor  General,  Fr*nci«« 
The  perfoD  who  was  next  to  him  fiiould  aflume  the  power. 
lint  now,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor  General,  there 
remained  no  Government.  The  necefiity  which  he  was 
under  of  advifii^  with  a  Council,  and  of  recording  the 
2f  rounds  of  his  own  fentiments^  formed  a  real  check  upon  his 
opinions  and  adlions. 

Mr.  Dundas  obferved  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  a  pro-     Mr. 
Tifion  for  an  emergency  in  an  extenfive  war,  and  it  was  ne-   Dundat. 
ceflliry  th.it  the  remedy  (bould  be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
tlie  cafe,  j 

S»ome  fittle  converfation  followed  between  Mr.  Dundas 
and  Mr.  Francis ;  and  General  Smith's  motion  having  been 
withdrawn,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  tlie  bill,  moved  for 
bj  Mr.  Dundas. 

Mr.  Hobart  having  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Quebec 
Mil, 

Mn/<9jrfaid,  that  after  the  difcuffion  which  the  claufes  IbTr.  Fox; 
bad  received,  he  did  not  again  mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe; 
there  were  only  two  points  on  which  he  intended  to  divide  the 
Houie,  and  they  were  thofe  which  related  to  hereditary  no- 
bility, and  the  number  of  the  Aflembly  in  Lower  Ca- 
nada. 

Mr.  Pcityj  remarked  that  with  regi^ird  to  hereditary  nobility  i^^.^  - 
behadonly  oneob}e£lion;  it  was  at  prefent  cutfomary  in  Powys. 
Canada,  to  give  only  one  moiety  of  property  to  the  eldeft 
Cbo«  This  certainly  would  much  tend  to  u:atter  the  pro- 
perty. But  as  we  were  now  to  make  a  conftitution  not  for 
the  prefent  moment,  but  for  pofterity,  he  thought  it  defira* 
ble  that  there  fhould  be  fomething  fimilar  to  our  Houfe  of 
Peers,  and  therefore  he  would  vote  with  the  right  honourable' 
gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill. 

Colonel  SiniCGf   fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  having   Colonel 
pronounced  a  panegyric  on  the  Britifli  conftitution,  wiflied  it   Simcoe. 
to  be  adopted  in  the  prefent  inftance,  as  hr  as  circumftancet 
would  admit. 

Mr.  Fdx  faid,  that  the  here^iary  nobility,  as  propofed  to  Mr.  Fox* 
be  eftabliibed  in  Canada,  cpuld  never  be  upon  the  footing  of 
the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Peers.     By  (his  bill,    the  power  of  the 
King  was  not  limited  in  conferring  hereditary  nobility,  or 
only  Debility  for  life. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  upon  the  amendment  of  leaving  jtmt 
the  claufe  of  hereditary  nobility. 

Ayes,  39;-  Noes,  88.    Majority,  49* 
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On  the  claufe  fixing  the  number  of  the  AiTcmbly  of  Lower 
Canada  at  thirty,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  propofed,  as  aa 
araendment,  that  the  word  fifty  ihould  be  fobftituted  in  tbe 
place  of  thirty;  but  afterwards  withdrew  it,  to  make  roooi 
forthe  amendment  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  propofed  to'enlaige  the 
number  to  lOb. 

Divided  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fox* 

Ayes,  40;  Noes,  91.     Majority,  51. 

The  amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  was; 
then  put,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Sheridan  made  fome  obje<5lions  to  the  power  that  at 
fumed  after  the  Government  had  been  divided  into  two  fep^* 
rate  independent  legiflatures,  of  regulating  their  commerci 
and  internal  intercourfe.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  intimated ' 
his  intention  to  bring  the  fubjed  into  confideration  on  a  fb-^ 
ture  ftage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofied,  and  read  a  third  tiia* 
on  Wednefday. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefday^  I'jth  Afay. 

A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  that  their  Lm4*^ 
fhips  would  proceed  farther  in  the  trial  of  Warren  Hailing^ 
Efq.  on  Monday.     The  Hoafe  refohed  to  go,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  vvhole  Houfe,  into  Weftminfter  Hall. 

Mr.Burke  Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  conftitution  was  now  confirmed,  an^ 
he  trufted,  would  ever  remain  on  a  folid  bafis ;  and  concluded 
with  movingtheufual  orders  for  attending  the  trial. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  into  a  Committee  to  confidtf 
of  the  prices  of  the  importation  and  exportation  of  foretga 
corn, 

Mr*  Ryder    fpoke  repeatedly  on   its  various    ameodp 
ments. 
Lord         Lord  Sheffield  introduced  a  long  firing  of  refolutions,  hi 

Sheffield,  faying,  that  as  the  alterations  he  meant  to  propofo  in  rq;aid 
to  the  prices  at  which*  the  ports  fhould  be  opened,  were  not 
cbnfiderable,  it  would  not  be  necefTary  to  fay  much  on  the 
occafion.  The  prices,  he  faid,  were  very  low,  and  fuchai 
be  thought  the  greateft  enemies  to  high  prices  could  not 

\  obje6l  to.     The  ports  would  be  open  to  corn  froan  IreiaiKl 

and  the  Colonies,  at  the  fame  price  as  formerly.  FoieigB 
corn,  however,  will  not  be  admiflible,  till  wheat  is  at"50S. 
and  oats  at  17s.,  and  the  agriculture  of  Great  Britain,  wiU 
derivegreat  advantage  from  the  duties  propofed  to  be  laid  oo 
the  import  of  corn  from  all  countries^  untill  wheat  rifetto 
52s.  in  refpefl  to  Ireland,  and  54s.  in  relpe£k  to  foreign  couih 
tries,  and  on  other  corn  in  proportion.  He  did  not  mean  to 
lay  thefe  prices  and  duties  were  the  moft  proper  and  thebeft  1 
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that  cooid  be  propofed ;  he  fhould  have  liked  them  b^terif 
they  had  been  much  higher;  but  they  were  the  heft  he  could 
obtain,  and  the  bill  being  now  eflentially  better  than  it  wai 
in  other  refpedls,  ^  he  wifhed  the  Committee  to  be  fatisfied 
ivith  the  importation  prices  and  duties  now  to  be  propofed. 
He  then  moved  feveral  refolutions,  the  purport  of  which 
iRTSis,  that  wheat  (hould  not  be  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, ynder  the  low  duties,  until!  the  price  was  at  508,  oats 
at  1 7s«  and  other,  corn  in  proportion,  and  that  a  duty  of 
ss«  6cl.  per  quarter  ihould  be  payable  on  wheat,  is.  6d  on 
barley,  and  is.  on  oats,  till  the  price  of  wheat  was  54s.  of 
barley  27s.  oats  1 8s.  and  then  the  low  duties  of  6d.  3d.  and  ad. 
ivere  to  take  place* 

Mr.  Ryder  then  moved  the  fame  refolutions  refpcfiing 
corn  from  Ireland,  except  that  the  ports  are  to  be  open  for 
"wheat  from  thence  when  the  price  is  48s.  oats  at  i6s.  and 
'ether  corn  m  proportion ;  liable  however  to  the  above  duties  of 
2s.  6d.  is*  6d*  and  is*  till  the  prices  are  52s.  26s.  and  17s* 
and  then  the  above-inentioqed  lower  duties  are  to  take 
place. 

The  duties  on  flour  and  meal  are  proportioned  to  the  above 
prices. 

Thcfe  refolutions  being  then  reported  to  the  Committee 
on  the  corn  bill,  Mr.  Ryder  moved  feveral  new  claufes,  which 
palled  unanimoufly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fVednefdajy  lithMay. 

The  Quebec  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time.  Lord 
Sheffield  prefented  a  petition  againft  it  from  Mr.  Limburner, 
agent  for  the  province  of  Canada,  ftating  that  the  people 
there  had  been  refu fed,  upon  application,  a  copy  of  that  bill 

5  which  their  Government  wjis  to  be  regulated,  and  praying 
at  it  might  not  pafs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pttt  faid,  that  the  principles  of  the  bill  had  Mr.  Pitt. 
been  fo  long  under  confideration,  and  the.  impoffibility  that 
its  regulations  fhould  meet  the  fentiments  of  all,  was  to  evi- 
dent, that  it  was  now  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  to  confider 
whether  the  objections  that  had  been  ftated  were  fufficient 
grounds  for  delaying  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  moved,  "  T4iat  the  debate  fliould 
*  be  adjounied  till  to-morrow.** 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  paflTed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  prefented  the  following  Meflage 
from  the  King : 
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His  Majiflj finding  that  the  additional  ehargis  incurred  nn- 
count  of  the  eftah/i/lnunt  of  the  younger  branches  ofkis  RjBjdh 
fnihj  cannot  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  appUcabk  totbifth 
fofes  of  His  Mnjefys  civil  Governmenty  is  under  the  nectfiji 
difiring  the  ujjijiance  of  Parliament  for  this  purpofe;  mUm 
Atajefty  relies  on  the  dffeHion  of  his  faithful  Commons,  tbetif 
will  make  fuch  ftovifion  as  4oe  circumftances  may  afjfear  u  ib 
to  require. 

Ordered,  That  His  Ma'efty's  moft  gracious  meflagckeii' 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply.  ! 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  notice,  that  he  fnould  move  that  HotvA^ 
fage  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday.  i 

He  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  theHoafe* 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  iwhole  Houfe^  toconfih 
of  ways  and  means  for  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Ml 


n; 


Jpon  which,  Mr.  Rofe  moved,  "  That  the  fcveral^ 
*'  counts  that  had  been  prefented  to  the  Houfc,  reUtiif  I 
•*  the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure,  and  likewifelkll 
**  port  from  the  Y  inance  Committee,  (hould  be  lefemil 
*•  the  faid  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.** 

Ordered. 

The  Houfc  then  went  into  the  Committee,  Mr.  H<W!| 
the  chair. 
Mr.  Fm.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  fliould  have  the  howwl 
laying  before  the  Committee,  as  fliottly  and  diftindlf  1 
he  was  able,  the  articles   of  expenditure  and  of  ways« 
means  of  the  prefent  year.     He  thought  it  would  he 
be  faid,  to  feparate  from  them  thofe  articles  which  hali 
already  provided  for  in  .the  Armament  budget,  aod 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  3,133,000!.    This  furo  hji 
Separately  voteS   for  the  expence  of  the  armament  tf 
furomer,  and   for  defraying  the  expended  of  6oco  eitii 
men.     The  fum  of  1,300,000!.  had  been  charged  on  tiieci 
folidated  fund  of  the  next  four  quarters.    The  two  ft 
'  charged  on  theconfolidated  fund  were  8oo,oooI.and50C4l 
which  made  the  fum  of  1,300,000].     This  fuoi,  thrrA 
was  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  remaining  part  of  theth 
minions,  which  had  already  been  provided  for.    TbeioM 
ing  i,8o0,9Ool.  had  been  provided  for  by  Excbeqierll 
&c.     He  Aould  therefore,  be  (»id,  leave  out  of  his  com 
ration  the  ways  and  means*  for  this  3, 1 33,000).  00  tbi 
band,  and  the  expence  On'the  other,  for  theiakeof  eor^*^^ 
the  attention  of  the'^mmittoe  to  the  other  axticki 
his  wi(bed  to  lay  before  tbem. 
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Navy. 

The  firrt  head,  to  which  he  wifhed  to  call  gentlemen^s  at- 
Iftntjon,  Mr«  Fitt  faid,  was  thecxpences  of  the  Navy  ;  and 
■evp  he  (hoald  only  confider  the  expence  of  18,000  leamen, 

» other  6000  having,  as  he  had  ftated,  been  before  provided 


4t» 


Kpencetof  18,000  feamen,  for  the  fervice  of 

Espeoces  of  the  navy  >-       ,         -      ^ 

Itep^irs  of  the  navy 


Ifotal  of  the  navy 


Army. 


/.9t6,ooo 
689,000 
506,000 

2,131,000 


The  fum  total  fer  the  army  amounted  to 

i  Ordnance* 

^lie  various  fams  for  tne  ordnance  amotinted  to 
EHe  faid  there  were  two  articles  of  deficiency  in 
r  the  land  and  malt  tax,  to  he  provided  for  out 
I     of  the  fupply.    Thefe  two  articles  together^ 

amonnted  to  • 

There  was  alfo  a  dcfioiency  of  grants,  amount- 
ing to  -  -     \ 

Miscellaneous  SERyicEf. 
[To  Somerfet  Houfe 
'To  African  forts 

To  a  new  corps  to  Botany  Bay        •:• 
To  a  compenfation  for  fettling  American  claims, 

exdufive  of  Loyalift  fuflerers 
To  a  fum  paid  the  Dey  of  Algiers  by  our  Conful 
To  various  charges  from  the  civil  lift 
To  a  farther  fun^  to  American  Commiffioners 
To  convifls  transported  to  Botany  Bay 
To  Auditors  of  Public  Accounts 
To  CommifHoners  of  Land  Revenue 
To  fundries    , 
ToMeflrs.  Eyre  and  Strahan,  for  printingCoun- 

tyEleaionBill 
To  American  fufferers 
Ihe  trial  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq. 
Annuity  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
To  be  charged  to  the  confolidated  fund 


Sum  total  of  mifcellaneous  fervices 
Total  of  the  Nayy,  as  before  fiated 
Army 


-  443»67« 

400,000 
207,000 

25,000 

13,000 

2,794 

1000 

6,76* 

213,932 

83,000 

4000 
4000 
8000 

16,000 

172,000 

14,000 

12,000 

6000 

694,000 
2,131,000 
1,853,000 
DigitOrdoanc*  le 
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Ordnance  -  -  -  443,009 

I>(ficiencyof  land  and  malt  «  -  400,000 

Deficiency  of  grants  -  -         207,o» 

Sua*  total  of  the  fupplies  -  5»72S,o» 

Ways  and  Meank 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  above  were  all  the  Supplies  for  the  pee- 

fefit.  year,  and  he  (hould  next  confider  the  Ways  and  Moil 

ior  raifuig  that  fupply. 

He  calculated  the  land  and  malt  as  ufual    -       j^«2,75a^oo> 

The  fiarplus  of  laft  vear,  dripofeable  by  ParKa- 
nent,  after  deducing  all  the  charges  on  the 
confolidated  fund,  amounted  to  -  jo^zuj 

In  addition  to  this,  there  was  the  refource  arif- 
ing  from  the  Lottery,  and  which  amounted 
toarery  li^rge  (iim,  viz.  -  y^'^P 

The  next  article  was  the  growing  produce  of  the 
confolidated  fund  for  the  next  twelve  months, 
beginning  at  the  5th  day  of  April  iaft,  and  end- 
ing on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1792.  They 
might  judge  of  the  amount  of  the  growing 
produce  from  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
sntttee,  founded  on  the  experience  of  the  three 
laft  years.  It  appeared  that  the  average  of  the 
three  laft  years  was  very  (hort  of  the  amount 
of  the  year  before  the  laft,  and  ft  ill  more  lb  of 
the  laft  year. 

The  permanent  taxes,  exclufive  of  the  land  and 
malt,  amounted  to  13,472,2861.,  from  which 
was  to  be  dedufted  1 1,361,000!.,  confifting  of 
the  intereft  and  charges  of  public  debt,  civil 
lift,  &c.,  and  the  furplus  amounted  to  2,n^ 

OtttftandTng  balance  of  accounts  -  ti^ 

In  addition  to  this,  he  faid,  he  might  take 
150,0001.  from  the  probable  increafes  of  re- 
ceipt, viz.  ioo,oool.  tobacco,  30,000!.  land- 
tax  arrears,  and  io,03ol.  hemp  duty;  for 
gentlemen  would  obferve,  that  if  the  regula- 
tions on  tobacco  had  taken  place  during  that 
period,  and  if  the  taxes  impofed  in  1 789  had 
been  taken  into  the  account,  they  would  haTe 
made  a  confiderable  addition.  He  (hould, 
however,  only  loofely  calculate  the  duties 
which  would  arife  on  the  above-mentioned  ac- 
counts, and  take  them  at  the  very  moderate 
fum  of  -  -  -  120^ 
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all  thefe  fams  were  added  together,  they  wottli 

amount  to  -  -  S>743>oo3 

rem  this  fum  was  to  be  deduced   3-4th«  of  a 

year's  anouity  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  -  9000 

Sum  total  of  Ways  and  Means        •  5}734»oo9 

The  ahove,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  were  all  the  way«  a«l 
eans  of  the  prefent  year,  and  by  comparing  them  with  die 
tal  of  the  fupplies,  it  would  be  feen  that  they  exceeded  tiie 
pply  fay  a  few  thourand  pounds  only.  He  knew,  he  fat4» 
nothing  more  that  was  neceffary  to  add,  in  order  to  lay 
e  fubjeS  dlAinflly  before  the  Committee,  except  that  lae 
d  left  the  5,500,0001.  of  Exchequer  bills  untouchod,  he- 
afe  they  occurred  on  both  fides  of  the  account,  and  tiiere-  ' 
t  balanced  each  other.  He  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
:ain  the  Committee  by  going  into  a  difc^flion  of  the  &xm 
the  finances,  particularly  when  he  confidered  the  Very  sMc 
1  accurate  report  they  had  received  from  the  Finance 
^mmittee.  The  Committee,  he  obferved,  would  after- 
rrfs  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  that  fubjeA  fepjh- 
ely,  with  much  more  propriety  than  they  poffibly  couU 
on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  bat 
t  every  gentleman  would  very  attentively  examine  the 
urc  and  contents  of  the  Finance  Report  *,  and  he  flattered 
ifclf  that  no  one  could  examine  it,  without  receiving 
•eat  degree  of  fatisfa^iion.  He  had  only  wifhed,  he  faid^ 
take  his  efiimates  on  the  moderate  average  of  the  throe 
rs,  and  not  on  the  receipt  of  the  laft  year,  although  the 
;nue  of  the  laft  year.exceeded  his  calculation  on  that  of 
tier  years  by  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  He  coit- 
Icd  with  moving  a  refolution  for  the  application  of  a  fum 
of  the  confolidated  fund  to  the  current  fervice  of  the 

Ir.  Sheridan  objeiied,  on  general  grounds,  to  the  right  Mr. 
[>urable  gentleman's  ftatement,  but  he  admitted  that  tbeShcd^^ 
was  at  laft  arrived  when  he  could  agree  with  the  right 
>urabie  gentleman,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
ice  was  as  fair  a  report  as  could  he  expe6>ed:  There 
J,  Mr  Sheridan  faid,  tertain  omiffions  on  both  fides  of 
iccount,  which  would  not  have  happened  had  he  had 
honour  of  being  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  to 
h'  he  objefted;  but  as  he  meant  to  name  the  firft  vacant 
for  difcuffing  it,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  go  into  it 
;  he  would  barely  remark  that  the   report  coincided 

\dc  the  Keport  of  the  Sclc^^  Committee,  printed  for  J.  Debretc. 

Digitized^^OOgle 


43a  '  PARLIAMENTARY  A-i^?* 

with  every  word  he  had  ever  troubled  the  Houfe  with  oo  ifa 
.    fubjedt.     The  Committee  had  ilated  their  report  with  gid 
candour  and  great  accuracy,  and  the  refuTt,  Mr.  ShenA| 
faid,  was,  that  it  was  evident  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  te 
the  year   1786  gone   oa  with  fuch  encreafing  prodigaft 
that  the  new  report,  fo  far  from  confirming  what  the  n 
of  the  Committee  of  1786  gave  the  Houfe  to  exped^ 
that  they  would  be  that  day  voting  the  permanent  peace 
bh(hment  as  they  ftated  it,    ftated  that  in    1791  theyi 
a£lually  called  on  to  vote  half  a  million  more,  which,  1 
the  increafe  of  the  cafoal  expences,  made  a  difference  of 
million  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  than  they  % 
given  to  imagine  would  be  the  expenditure  of  the  prefent  y 
Mr*  Sheridan  faid,  he  did  admit   that  there  had  been  an  i 
cr^afe  of  income  within  the  laft  year,    but  gentlemen  o 
'not  go  away  with  the  idea  that  the  expenditure  had 
greatly  exceeded    what  the   Revenue  Committee  of  i 
taught  them  to  expcSt  would  be  the  expenditure  of  thefl 
lent  year.     Before,  therefore,  they  adopted  the  Report  or  I 
new  Committee,  the  alarming  circumftance  that  he  Ind 
tioned  ought  to  be  explained  to  the  country.     Mn 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  referred  to  Mr.  Steele's 
on  a  former  day^    and  fupported  his  aflertion  by  ftating 
particulars  on  which  he  reftekl  it,  viz.  that  there  wasaj 
manent  increafe  of  500»oool.  on  the  total  amoont  of 
expences  of  the  army,  navy,   ordnance,    and  mifoeUafM 
fervices,  and  8oo,oool.    arifmg  from  incidental   and 
expences.  He  added  that  v^  had  paid  off  annuities  of  lOG^oM 
a  year,  and  added  a  permanent  increafe  of  5OP1OO0L  a  jcir' 
the  national  expenditure* 
Mr.  Pitt.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  bis  fatisfa&ion  at  diebdi 
nourable  gentleman's  declaration*    that  he  would  tamt 
feparate  day  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  fobjed,   becaufe,  Um 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other,  entertained  doubts^ 
on  the  Report  of  the  Committee^  or  on  any  part  o€  what  I 
had  ftated  that  day,  it  certainly  would  be  better  to  difcol 
thofe  doubts  on  fome  particular  day,  than  in  a  converlatioi^ 
when  another  and  a  different  topic  was  under  confideratioAi 
With  regard  to  the  allufion  to  what  had  been  faid  byhil 
honourable  friend,     (Mr.  Steele)   on    a  former  day,   Itf 
was  very  confident  his  honourable  friend  never  did  Aafe  thi 
permanent  revenue  as  likely  to  be  that,  which  the  honourabta 
gentleman    had  juft    impiited    to    his  honourable  firiend; 
but  the  amount  of  his  honourable  friend^s  argument  ha4 
been,  that  in  cafe  the  expenditure  (hould,   from  accidental 
circum (lances,  increafe,    the  income  of  the  country  wouU 
proportionably  increafe,  fo  that  the  public  receipt  would  tf 
all  times  cover  the  public  expenditure,     Mr*  Pitt  proceedel 
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^obferVe,  flhn  there  wai  no  part  of  the  fubje£i:  which  wit 
ijiot  familiar  to  the  Houfe,  and  which  had  not  been  debated 
^in  and  again,  in  every  feflion  fmce  the  year  1786.  He 
jieclared  hirofelf  haj)py,  ho«vever»  that  the  honourable  geri-  ^ 
Ueman  agreed  with  him  in  giving  due  praife  to  the  candour, 
k^fairnefs,  and  the  afccuracy  of  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
ps  exemplified  in  their  report.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
nmditure,  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  had 
pated  that  thei"e  was  an  increafe  of  permanent  eflabljftiment 
jiDf  50O,oooK  in  anfwer  to  which,  he  fnuft  declare,  that  much 
l^that  increafe  was  not  to  be  conHdered  ad  expences  which 
^otild  be  permanent,  but  as  charges  that  were  accidentally 
Iflncurrcid.  Thefe  charges  Mr.  Pitt  dated,  and  particularly  * 
^entioned  20i,oooI.  for  necefiaries  in  our  dock  yards,  which 
nrouid  of  cotfrfe  operate  as  a  faving  in  future.  In  anfwrer  to 
l^be  extraordinary  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
nad  commented  on  other  parts  of  the  fubje<!i^,  fo  as  to  make 
pp  his  alledged  increafe  of  1,300,000).  he  muft,  he  faid,  be 
IWalged  with  a  few  words.  He  then  went  into  a  detail  df 
ifte  whole  expenditure,  and  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
p4r.  Sheridan  included  inhisexcefs,  the  deficiencies  of  the 
iatid  and  malt,  and  the  fum  deflined  for  the  American  Loy- 
Wifts. 

I"'    Mr.  Sheridan  begged  Ica^e  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply,      Mk 
|ct»d,  he  declared,  the.y  fhould  be  a  very  few  words.     Refer-  Sheridan* 
kfirig  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue  of  1786,  he 
lAewcd,  that  the  report  of  ihe  Committee  of  1791,  in  the 
pilateroent  of  tbe  expenditure^  direfily  contradicted  what  the 
i  tept)rtof  the  Committee  of  1786  taught  them  to  look  for- 
ward to,  as  the  probable  peace  eilablifliment  in  the  year  1 79 1^ 
I  Another  Word  he  iaid^    he  muft  utter,    with  regard  to  the 
I  ^'•rflenge  given   by  the   honourable   friend  (Mr.  Steele)  of 
'  fright  honourable  gentleman.     The  latter  denied  that  his 
ngbt  honourable  friend   had  given  any  fuch  challenge   or 
'  jfedge,  as  hfe  had  exprefsly  ftated  when  the  fubjedl  was  lafl 
the  ground  of  debate,  and  feemed  to  treat  it  as  a  ridiculous 
thing  that  his   honourable  friend,  or  any  of  his  honourable  ^ 

friends,  could  have  attempted  to  juftify  the  report  of  1786. 
Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequct 
l^adhimfelf  admitted  an  cxceft  of  380,0001.  in  three  articles 
J^ly>  cxclufive  of  ,the  mifcellaneous  articles,  and  therefore 
"f  contended  that  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  that  th^re  was  half 
^naillioa  increafe  on*  the  permanent  eftablifliment.  It  was, 
J^  Glared,  a  point  on  which  he  (hquld  particularly  infift^ 
artditoughfnot  to  beflurred  over,  but  the  country  fhould 
Jtnow  precifely  how  the  cafe  ftood.  They  had,  he  faid, 
^^^•"ht  up  annuities  of  200,oool.  and  incurred  a  permanent 


^bi  of  three  millions.    The  faA  was,  that  thefUbjea  had^. 
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'  beed  delufively  hated,  and  glofled  over,  in  order  to  appear 
well  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  fo  he  had  ever  cooteadei; 
bat  it  bad  never  been  admitted  at  all,  that  any  partofwluc 
he  difputed  was  founded  before  that  day;  whereas,  froa 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  faid  tkt 
day,  it  was  evident  to  the  Committee,  that  he  had  htm 
corre£)  in  all  that  he  had  advanced.  Mr.  Sheridan  befas 
he  concluded  went  into  particulars  to  prove  his  afiennfl^ 
and  defired  the  Committee  to  attend  to  the  whole  of  themii 
forming  their  opinion  on  the  fubjeft* 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  again  detailed  the  principal  arttcjoif 
the  expenditure,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  hoiiourabk  gap 
tlepnan  was  completely  miftaken. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  got  up,  once  moie  to  anfwer  feveral  partsdT 

Sheridan.  Mr.  Pitt's  laft  argument.  He  admitted,  that  a  great  oA 
of  the  increafe  was  to  be  imputed  to  unforefeen  circuaiftaflcaS: 
fuch  as  the  provifion  for  the  younger  part  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, which  he  declared  he  highly  approved;  buthecoi^ 
tended  that  every  year  would  bring  with  it  its  amount  ofdp- 
fualand  incidental  expences,  which  ought  to  be  allowed &% 
and  therfore  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  inferm  Ai 
country  of  the  real  truth,  and  not  delude  the  people  i| 
telling  them  that  this  year  there  would-  be  fuch  a  fat|i^ 
and  next  year  a  greater,  when  the  diance  Was  eatirdy  dli 
other  way.  Mr.  Sheridan  mentioned  the  fini(hing  of  Grin 
ton  Houfe,  which  would  occafion  another  iucreaie, 
which  the  Houfe  was  committed,  having  promifed  to 
for  it,  the  Prince  having  no  iotereft  in  it,  &c.  and 
it  muft  foon  come  under  confideration.  He  alfo  adve 
.the  debt  from  Holland,  and  faid,-  if  the  payments  by 
ments  were  applied  to  the  expenditure  inilead  of 
guifhing  the  public  debt,  that  the  whole  of  that  loan 
be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  national  expenditure* 

Mr.Rofe.      Mr.  JSo/^  faid,  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinion 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  whenever  they  came  toi 
the  fubjed,  he  had  no  dottbt  but  he  fhouid  be  able  to 
that  the  honourable  gentlemail  was  miftaken.    There 
great  number  df  mifcellaneous  fervices,  Mr.  Rofe  faid, 
bis  right  honourable  friend  had  ftated,  and  which  it  m 
obvious  could  never  occur  again ;  and   if  the  fubjed 
accurately  examined,     he    was   confident   that    inftead 
t,30O,dO0l.  tbeexcefs  would  be  foilhd  to  be  liule  oiofe  '^ 
<30o,oooI. 

idr.  Fox.      Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  would  in  a  few  words  (late  wfaal 
at  prefent  meant  to  fay.     The  obfervations,  which  ha 
^         to  offer,    it  gave  him  no  fatisfadion  to  make,  and 
give  them  no  fatisfaflion  to  hear* .  It  now  appeared,  ibatt 
Committee  of  1786    had  been  miftaken  with 
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Jefs  a  fum  than   500,000!.     The  blame  indeed  lay  not  cm 
them ;    this  increafe  of  expence,    except  in  the  additional 
loo,pcoL  for  the  army,  could  not  be  forefeen.    But  at  the 
£un<;  time,  if  this  Committee,  with  all  theif  knowledge, 
with  all  the  weight  which  had  been  given  to  their  ilatements, 
had  been  miftaken  to  fo  large  an  amount,  the  circumflance, 
though  it  could  not  afFe6l  his  confidence  in  them  individually, 
Tery  much  diminifhed  his  confidence  in  all  Committees  of 
this  fort.    The  additional  expence  of  the  army  alone  had 
heen  ftated  to  be  permanent.     And  he  at  the  time  had  ob- 
jeSteA  to  the  addition  to  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  fo  large  a  per- 
manent expence.     But  the  additional  expence  of  the   navy, 
of  the  ordnance,  andof  themifcellaneousfervices,  had  never 
'  been  ilated  to  be  permanent.    A  Committee   in  1786  ftates 
fuch  a  fum;  and  in  the  fpace  of  only  five  years,  an  addition 
of  50C,ocoL  appears  neceflary.     He  was  ready  to  allow  the 
ftatement  that  had  been  made  by  the  right  honourable  gen« 
tieman  with  regard  to  the  tontine  million.     With  regard  to 
the  mifcelkneous  fervices  in  1786,  the  Committee  hadefti- 
mated  this  article  of  the  expence  at  otAj  70,0001.     Such  an 
eftinnate,  at  the  time,  appeared  to  every  body  as  quite  too 
little,  and  to  carry  ridicule  in  the  very  face  of  it.     The  pre- 
fent  Committee  had  ftated   the  mifcellaneous  fervices  at 
I20,oool.     This  fum  likewife,  to  his  honourable  friend,  ap* 
peared  too  little.     To  be  fure,  an  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide  had  fcouted  the  idea   that  this  fum  could  pof- 
fihiy  be  deemed  too  little;  but  it  was  probable  that  he  might 
have  treated,  in  the  fame  manner,  any  obje£lion  to  the  for- 
mer fum  of  70,oool.;  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  fum  of  i20,oool.   was  fully   fufficient,  but 
as  he  had  proved'  that  he  was   miftaken  ^fore,  it  might  be 
believed  that  he   could  be  miftaken   agait^     The   revenue, 
we  were  told,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  had  encreafed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  additional  expence ;  but  what  provifion  did  thils 
a£arance  afford  us  for  future  expence  ?  Will  the  revenue 
always  encreaie  in  proportion  to  the  (increafe  of  expence? 
The  converfe  of  the  propoGiion,    there  was  but  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend,  would  be  the  cafe.    That  had,  in  this 
inflance,  happened  to  the  public^  which  frequently  happens 
to  individuals.     Calculations  with  refpe£l  to  their  revenue 
were,  according  to  circumftances,   juft  or  unjuft.     But  any 
eftimate  formed  of  their  expenditure  alway  fell  below  the 
mark.     What  had  we  to  expeft,  if  at  the  very  outfet  of" 
what  was  ftated  as  our  peace  eftablifliment,  the  fum  exceeded 
the  eftimates  that  had  been  formed  confiderably  upwards  of 
300,0001.  ?  No  circumftances  have  happened  fince  1786  to 
ifender  any  increafe  of  expence  neceflary.     Oh  the  contraryy 
any  alteration  that  had  taken,  pfoce  in  the  general  ^^^ationT 
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of  afiuirs^  ooght  rather  to  have  had  a  contrary  eSeOt.  Th^ 
right  honouri^le  gentleipaii  had  treated  it  as  a  matter  of  io-;^ 
difference  whether  the  inilallments  were  applied  to  difchargj^ 
th^  debt,  or  to  defray  the  fervicejsof  the  current  year.  Hero 
Mr.  FoK  faidy  he  begged  leave  to  difier  with  him.  If  we 
I^ad  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  lyS^oooL  any  deficiency  in 
the  fum  neceflary  for  the  current  fervice  would  have  hea\ 
found  out,  and  fome  way  or  other  fupplibd.  It  appeased  ta 
him,  that  in  the  prefent  iitiiation  oftfie  country,  our  ex- 
pences  ought  to  be  fet  at  the  loweft  mark  poflible ;  and  if  the 
revenue  was  increafing,  that  that  increafe  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  order  to  difcharge  the  debt,  and  not  to  promote  any 
addition  ofexpence  that  might  be  made  to  the  eftablifhroeot. 
Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  rifen  on  purpofe  to  put  the  country  on 
their  guard  againft  the  reports  of  Committees.  It  now  ap- 
peared that  the  report  of  no  Committee,  however  well  ioten-. 
tioned,  or  however  able,  could  be  implicitly  received.  Af- 
ter fo  grofs  a  miftake,  which  amounted,  by  tlie  calculation 
of  his  honourable  friend,  to  500,000^.  and  by  that  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  allowed  not  to  fall  mudi 
fhort  of  490,oool*  it  was  proper  to  liften  to  their  eftimatea 
with  diiSdence.  It  was  neceflary,  by  their  owji  a^ive  cecor 
nQjmy,  s|nd  by  their  attention  to  whatever  related  to  ppbli^ 
expenditure,  to  reode^r  thefe  ac^outits  true,  injlead  of  im- 
plicitly receiving  them  on  tbje  faith  of  a  report,  till  the  mo- 
ment; of  reckoning  came,  that  fhiould  convince  them  of  th* 
error  of  their  po^fidpoce,  ^nd  the  fallacy  pf  theif 
hopes. 
Mr.  Mr.  Pf///^ff^  remarked,  that  if  the  aAoal  expenditure  now 

PuUency.  differed  from  what  the  report  in  1786  had  ftated,  it  ought  tQ 
be  on  the  permanent  peace  eftahli(hment,  even  in  the  propor- 
tion admitted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
thought  that  ciicumflance  worthy  of  coniideration,  aa4 
thpt  the  expenditure  of  the  country  ought  to  be  managed  as 
ceconomicaily  as  poffible.  He  faid,  one  material  article 
i«hich  had  been  ftated  as  permanent,  was  the  navy  eftimates; 
a^d  to  this  point  he  thought  very  particular  attention  wai 
due;  becaufe,  in  the  detail  of  the  extraordiAary  expences^ol 
the  naval  eftabhiliment,  they  muft  all  know  that  it  was  liit 
Ue,.  froip  its  nature,  to  much  fraud  and  extravagance;  and 
this  could  not  be  put  in  a  flronger  light,  than  by  the  ftate- 
mei^t  given  in  by  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  a  man  well  verfed 
in  the  detail  of  .the  neceflary  expences,  and  acquainted  witb 
the  articles  that  weremoil  liable  to  be  wafted  or  overcharged. 
'  Hisftatement  differed*  tq  t^heampuntof  more  than  lOO^oooL 
fi^om  another  given  in.  Mr.  Pulteney  (aid,  he  only  meast» 
by  mentioning  this  circumftance,  to  ftiew  tbatmocb  attcn- 
tion  ibpuld  be  paid  to  this^  being  00^  great:  bia^h  of  per- 

-^  .^  Digitized  by  ^OOQl^njpCfll 


4L  ijgu  DEBATES.  437 

manent  expence.  With  regard  to  the  calculations  made 
cither  in  the  prefent  report,  or  that  of  1786,  he  thought  it 
liras  unfair  to  conGder  as  calculations  or  opinions  of  the 
Committees,  becaufe,  in  h&j  they  were  only  calculations 
and  opinions  formed  from  materials  which  were  laid  before 
thefe  Committees,  ' 

Mr.  F0;rraid,   that  he' had  always  coniidered  the  reports  Ifr.  Fozv 
as  founded  on  the  information  which  was  laid  before  dip 
Committee. 

The  refolutions  were  feverally  put  and  agreed  to,  and  the 
Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brousht 
up  to-morrow. 

The  Houfe  adjourned* 

TburfJay,  19/A  Affty. 

Th<5  report  of  the  Budget  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hobart» 
and  the  refolutions  having  been  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time^ 
were  agreed  to* 

Mr.  Benjuld  wiflied  to  know  what  the  amount  of  the  unr  '  Mr. 
iiunded  debt  was  ?  He  fliould  have  been  glad,  he  faid,  if  the  BenfieU« 
Finani:e  Committee  had  dated  the  amount  of  the  unfunded 
at  well  as  of  the  funded  d^bt.  It  would  have  been  a  credit 
to  the  country  to  look  all  its  incumbrances  in  the  face,  and 
it  was  a  fubjedl  which  i^oft  undquotedly  ought  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Public* 

Mr.  Ryder  i|\formed  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  if  he     Mr. 
would    perufe  the   Report  of  the   Finance  Committee,  he   Ryder* 
wou4d  find  the  unfunded  debt  was  exprefsly  dated  in  it. 

During  the  reading  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  M.  A  Taylor  refe,  and  faid,  he  really  wiihed  for  in-  Mr.  M. 
formation  on  a  fubjeft  of  which  he  profefled  himfelf  to  be  A.  Taj* 
ignorant^  not  having  been  in  the   Houfe  the  preceding  day.      1^^* 
He  underft-ood  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  intended, 
on  the   following  day,  to  move  for  a  farther  fum  of  money 
for  the  Roval  Family ;  he  wi(hed,  therefore,  to  know  what 
had  been,  or  was  meant  to  be  done  for  the  widow  of  the  late 
Duke   of  Cumberland,  who  )>ught  undoubtedly  to  hav6  an 
handfome  proviiion  equal  to  her  dignity  i     Tf  the   right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  he  faid«  would  condefcend   to  favour 
him  with  an  anfwer,  it  would  decide  whethei:  he  ihould  or 
ibould  not  think  it  neceiTary  to  bring  forward  a  motion  on 
the  fuhjedb. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  had  not  propofed  any  thing  Mr.  Pi«. 
on  thfi  fubje£t  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  not 
having  had  it   in  command  from  His  Majefty  to  make  any 
fucb  pfopofition  to  the  Houfe ;  and  deeming  it  highly  unbe- 
coming^ in  bun  to  ftate  any  thing  to  the  Houfe  ^^4?^<^iP|rj\^^Te 
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part  of  the  Royal  Family,  unlefs  he  had  previoufly  rectiyed 
His  Majefty*s  orders  to  that  purpofe.     It  was  not^  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  a  fit  fubjeft  for  dircnflion  in  that   Houfe;  but  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  look  to  the  account  of  the  civil 
ftft  charges  that  lav  on  the  table,  he  would  fee  the  fum  pai4 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Cumberland  by  way  of  annuity. 
'When  the  refolution  relative  to  the  Lottery  was  read, 
Mr.      «'  Mr.  Hujfey  faid,  with  refped  to  the  lottery,  although  thr 
BuHiy.    prpgrs  of  it   had  been  greater  this  year  than  it  had  been  on 
any  former  year,  and  although  theyought  to  thank  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Prtt)  for  making  the  moft  of  it, 
yet  he  was  clearly  of  opmion  that  it  was  attended  with  the 
inoft  pernicious  confequences.  It  was  a  great  difcouragement 
to  the  honeft  induflry  of  tl^e  country ;  it  inflamed  the  defires 
of  every  poor  perfon,  :^nd  of  every  poor  fervant,  in  this  great 
metropolis  to  grow  rich  at  once,  qnd  not  by  the  flow  and 
gradual  means  of  honeft  induftry  and  daily  laboi^r.     He  faid^ 
it  was  di (honourable  and  (hameful  to  the  country  to  counte- 
nance fuch  a  fraudulent  bargain,     They  f;^w  men  boy  and 
give  more  for  lottery  tickets  than  they  knew  they  ^prero 
worth.     This  was  undeniably  a  fmudulent  b.ireatn,  and  was 
fhameful  to  the  country*     The  Minifter  put  thefe  tickets  op 
to  auflion,  to  get  the  beft  price  for  them,  and  to  in4ucepcr- 
fons  to  become  purchafers  at  a  high  and  advanced  rate.    Be- 
fides   that,    before  the  tickets  came  to  thofe  poor  deluded 
people,  the  Public  got  300,000!.,  and  it  was  extremely  pro- 
bable that  Lottery-office  keepers  got  as  much  more  by  felling 
the  number  of  tickets  twice  over,  and  by  tnfurtng.     He  knew, 
he  faid,  that  he  had  the  majority  of  both  fides  of  the  Houfe 
againft  him,  but  he  neverthelefs  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  fpeak 
his  opinion.     He  thought  the  country  received  much  more 
damage  from  a  lottery  than  profit ;  and  he  hoped  and  trofted 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  make  this  the 
laft.     He  faid,  if  the  Houfe  entertained  the  fame  fentiisenti 
with  regard  to  lotteries  that  he  did,  they  wouU  put  an  end 
to  them  at  once. 
Mr.  Put.       Mr.  Chancellor  PUt  faid,  he  entertained  an  opinion  oh  the 
fnbjeCk  extremely  different  from  that  ftated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman ;  fo  tar  from  being  of  his  way  of  thinking,  he 
fhould  be  forry  if  the  enfuing  were  to  be  the  laft  lottery.  He 
thought  it  was  ^  refource  of  which  the  Public  ought  to  avail 
itfelf.     If  ihey  were  to  put   an  end  to   the  lottery,  he  con- 
ceived that  would  not  put  arx  end  to  the  principles  and  prac« 
tice  of  gambling,  but  that  the  Public  wov^ld  fuftrall  the  in- 
convenience  without   reaping  any  of  the  benefit.     They 
could  not   prevent  people  from  having  recourfe  to  the  lotte- 
ries of  other  countries,  and  to  private  adventures,   wbicK 
lyould  be  attended  with  more  ferious  confequences  to  indi- 
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.  -vj^uals^  and  to  the  country,  than  any  ariiing  from  &  lottery 
.Avowed  by  Government  as  their  public  a£l.  Infuringy  aild 
.  all  the  various  tricks  and  chicanery  which  feme  men  had  en- 
deavoured to  ingraft  on  the  lottery,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
prevented;  and  he  ihould  thank  any  honourable  gentleou^n 
very  fincerely  who  could  afford  him  any  hint  towards  put- 
ting a  ftop  to  fuch  frauds;  b«it  the  lottery  itfelf  was  fo  mate- 
rial a  relburce,  and  of  fuch  great  advantage  to  tlie  revenue^ 
that  it  ought  not,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  country,  to  be 
lightly  abandoned.  An  objeSion,  Mr.  Pitt  obferv«d,  had 
been  ftated  to  the  lottery,  becaufe  the  purchafers,  with  their 
eyes  open,  had  given  more  for  tickets  than  the  tickets  w^ie 
.-worth.  *  The  tadl,  he  faid,  was,  they  gave  more  than  the 
tickets  were  worth,  becaufe  they  wiflied  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  gambling.  Lotteries,  therefore,  were  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  a  tax  on  gambling.  It  was  only  faying,  if  you 
gamble,  you  muft  pay  for  it  the  high  price  which  we  de- 
inaiid* 

Mr.  Htiffiy  faid,  that  he  had  ftated  one  thing  which  the     Hn 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  *not  anfwered,  and  therefore   UvtStp, 
he  fuppofed  he  felt  the  force  of  it ;  and  that  was,  that  double 
the  number  of  tickets  might  be  fold  by  bold  adventurers  who 
jcept  lottery  o£Bces,  if  purchafers  could  be  found. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  or  bills,  pur-  > 
.faant  to  the  faid  refolutions*     And  that  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt, 
Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Hohart,  &c*  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
lame.     Orderedi 

Mr*  Dundas  moved,  ^  That  the  a6i  of  the  31ft  Geo.  IL 
«  and  alfoof  the  26th  Geo.  I  [I.  be  read.**  They  were  read 
accordingly.     Upon  which,* 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  he  ihould  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  Mr^ 
very  few  words  on  the  prefent  occaiion,  but  wifhed  to  draw  DuadA9« 
their  ferious  attention  to  the  fubje£t  he  was  about  to  propofe. 
The  obje£t  he  had  in  view,  Was  to  encourage  the  naval  fer- 
vice  in  a  peculiar  manner,  where  it  feemed  moft  to  fland  in 
need  of  encouragement.  It  was  to  prevent  the  defjgning 
from  pillaging  and  plundering  an  ufeful,  though  perhaps  a 
very  carelefs,'  race  of  men.  tie  Aated,  that  according  to  the 
ufage  of  the  navy,  all  ihips  companies,  returning  from  fer- 
vice,  were  paid  at  one  time;  they  were  paid  on  a  precife  day, 
and  thofe  feamen  who  did  not  appear  on  that  day  were  paid 
afterwards ;  but  by  abill  which  had  been  then  read,  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  there  were  three  excep- 
tions to  that  rule. 

I  ft.  Whenever  any  feamandied  on  boafd  there  was  a  cer- 
tificate or  dead  ticket  fent  home  to  the  navy  Board,  to  give 
an  accoynt  of  the  deceafed  perfon,  and  to  enable  his  relatiQns 
.to  receive  the  wages  that  were  due  to  him. 
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2id»  Wh^ti  ^  feamait  Wai  difabled^^  dtid  feist  to  an  hofiKbi, 
he  was  furnilhed  with  a  ticket  called  a  (ick  or  a  dirabled  tkfcc^ 
figned  by  the  Commander,  fj[>ecifying;  the  quantum  of  wafCi' 
then  due,  andinvitueof  Aieh  ticket  he  was  entitled  teie> 
ceive  the  wages  that  were  due  to  hitn^  at  the  place  to  wUA 
be  was  fent» 

3dly,  There  was  a  Very  important  regulation  to  eodft 
leamen  on  foreign  fervice  to  fend  remittances  home  to  Mr 
fathers  and  mothers,  their  wives  and  families,  Sec.  beibie 
they,  or  the  {hips  in  which  they-  ierved,  eould  arrive  ioi 
Briti(h  port.  In  that  cafe  the  whole  crew  was  called  ote^ 
and  the  queftion  was  put  to  them.  Whether  thej  wUhedw 
remit  home  any  money?  As  many  as  pleaied  might  dofti 
Their  relations  were  thus  enabled  to  receive  that  moaey 
through  the  mediom  of  the  coHeSors  of  the  cuftonis,« 
Commiilioners  of  the  Land  Revenue,  where  theyA*: 
fided.  '     '^  . 

,Thefe  were  the  different  exceptions,  the  three  difiefeili 
4  cafes  in  which  feamen,  Mr.  Danfdas  faid,  might  receivetfasr 

wages  before  the  ftated  time,  according  to  the  general  nbft 
of  the  navy.  He  fhould  now,  he  £iid>  propofe  to  extai! 
the  provifions  of  Mr.  Grenville^s  bill  in  two  very  raateril 
articles:  lA,  in  this  inftance,  feamen  were  often  tamed  eftf 
from  one  (hip  to  another,  and  they  could  not  be  paid  tiBdl 
the  different  (hipS  in  which  they  had  ferved,  arrived  af  booii 
Their  payments  confequently  might  poffibly  depend  oBlb. 
arrival  or  a  number  of  fhips,  and  if  they  themielves  oat' 
home  before  thofe  fhips,  they  muft  remain  idle,  and  efllif 
flay  till  they  all  returned,  or  perhaps,  whkt  was  nmdb 
worfe,  they  might  be  under  the  neceffity  of  dtfpofiif  £ 
their  wages  to  an  alehoufe-kecper  or  to  people  of  higher  nd^ 
though  not  one  jot  more  refpedable,  and  give  arway  peiip# 
for  one  guinea  Mihat  to  them  was  worth  twenty  poooll 
Againft  this  impofitionf  Mr.  Dundas"  faid,  he  flM>uiM  (tf* 
tainly  fet  his  face.  He  therefore  wiflied  to  prorfd^  fl^ 
Whenever  a  feaman  was  turned  over  from  oneOiip  to  anoiMi 
he  fhould  carry  along  with  him  in  his  pocket  the  certifioMi 
oi  his  wages  which  he  had  earned  in  the  fhip  he  was  t«4 
Over  from,  and  fo  on  with  regard  to  all  the  fhips  in  whi^W 
had  ferved.  In  this  mannert  when  he  catne  home,  he  woripl 
be  entitled  to  receive  all  his  wages,  whether  all  the  flupsw 
which  he  had  ferved  had  arrived  or  not. 

Mr.  Dundad  flat^  that  a  praAice  had  obtained 
to  his  bill^  that  two  men  came  before  a  Magiflrate^ 
Lord  Maiyor  of  Londoti,  for  inftante,  or  any  other, 
coMld  not  know  either  party,  individuaHyi  and  the  one 
fonated  a  feaman,  and  the  other  his  attorney,   when 
made  a  falfe  certificate^  -and  thus  obtained  the  wages 
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JkiV  who  was  (erving  his  couhtiy  perhaps  at  the  time,  and 
i(x:lff  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter.  On  this  ground,  he  faid> 
"  about  four  years  ago  had  the  honour  of  bringing  in  ^ 
which  geneialy  went  by  his  name,  and  the  great  objecSk 
tbich  was  to  prevent  the  forging  of  (eamen's  wills  and 
^ers  of  attorney ;  and  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  offtatingto 
.  ,J^o»fe,  that  though  during  the  fovir  years  immediately^ 
Jjkdingthat  bill,  there^  were  upvi'^rds  of' forty  trials  for 
^ery,  yet  during  the  four  yeais  iince  that  bill  had  pafled 
>  a  law,  there  had  not  been  one  trial  for  forgery.  Thi.B 
er  encouraged  him  to  proceed  on  the  fubje^ ;  and  he  was 
^^Kemely  aoxiousto  go  a  little  farther,  and  by  elttending 
nM  pi'iticiple  of  that  bill  as  far  as  pofTible,  to  afford  pro* 
Xion  to  that  ufeful  race  of  fubje£ls  the  Britiih  feamen* 
,m  faid,  it  would  be  doing  a  duty  which  the  public  would 
^  biro  credit  for,  if  any  man  dcferved  crfedit  for  merely 
log  his  duty  in  the  o£Bce  in  which  his  Majefly  had  placed 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  many  objects  ofdif-. 
and  he  had  taken  ccnfiderable  pains  to  improve  ths^t  , 
rtupity;  and  to  learn  the  places  of  refidence  of  the  wi- 
s  and  families  of  many  diflreiled  feamen.  But  he  mud 
uftite  declare,  that  if  he  did  any  good  on  this  fubjed^,  it 
Id  be  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  integrity^  affiduity^ 
{abilities,  of  Mr.  Bedingfield,  a  gentleman  in  his  ofEce, 
whofe  department  it  was  to  infpedt  feamen's  wills  and  pow- 
By  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Bedingfield,  Mr.  Dundas 
I,  he  had  been  enabled  to  form  a  large  colleflion  of  cafed 
feamen's  widows,  who  had  originally  had  claims  to  their 
'^  >and*6  wages ;  and  be  read  from  it  one  or  two  inftances 
tn  i^amen's  wages  were  owing,  and  where  theif  families 
not  received  one  half,  and  fometimes  not  one  third,  but 
lere  the  greater  part  of  the  athourit  of  what  was  due,  j^ad 
into  the  pockets  of  other  people.  His  great  obje&> 
r.  Dundas  faid,  was^  that  feamen  fhould  receive  their 
iges  as  fpeedily,  and  with  as  little  trouble  as  poflible ;  fo 
t  their  wages  might  really  go  into  their  own  pockets, 
that  they  might  be  enable  to  fupport  their  wives  and 
imilies.  In  order  to  atchieve  his  end,^  he  wiflied  to  intro* 
ice  certain  regulatiohs,  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  that 
lefeaman  {hould  receive  his  wages  without  one  additional 
fttpeiice;  that  he  fbould  not  have.occafion  to  employ  an 
attorney  or  any  other  perfon,  but  {hould  be  able  to  obtaia 
what  was  due  to  him  by  the  mere  machinery  of  the  Navy 
Pay-office,  without  a  (hilling  of  expence,  or  the  fmaileft 
trouble.  In  faft,  that  every  fcaman  ihight  receive  it  at  his 
owhdoor,  inAeadof  hunting  after  the  public  offices  in  Lon- 
'lon,  through  the  medium  of  the  colle6lors  of  the  cufloms, 
W  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Land  Revenue,  wherever  the 
Vol,  XXIX.  3  L  .  omzeai^wmygh 


44k  PARLIAMENTARY  A.ii^ii 

fedlDMh  might  be  btided.  Theii^  Mn  Doodas  (aij,  wet 
tht  outlines  of  the  propofal  he  was  about  to  make,  theobjeli 
of  which  was,  as  he  had  already  explained^  to  enable  feaaa 
who  were  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  to  receifcttt 
Wagesas  fpeedlly  as  poffible,  and  without  any  diminow 
fie  declared,  he  next  wiAied  to  extend  all  the  bene&til 
Mr*  Grenville's  bill,  and  of  his  own  former  bill,  to  dl 
tearin^s  ferving  on  board  his  Majefly's  fliips^  whooWi 
plained  that  they  had  been  left  out  of  the  coniidersitioo  afM 

^thofe  ftatutes, 

Mr.  Dundas  ftated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  fioisiJ^i 
ftinguiflied  perfonage  in  the  navy,  his  Royal    Highne&il| 

JDuke  of  Oarence,  ort  the  (ubjed  of  a  marine^  who  faatk 
to  have  a  claim  upon  the  public,  and  who  certainly  oug^f! 
have  had  a  right  to  fuch  a  claim.  He  had  written  an  suflt| 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  ftating,  that  although  he  oouUi 
but  think  his  Royal  Highnefs's  zeal  did  him  the  bigbtftl 
nour,  unfortunately  the  man's  cafe  vas  not  provided  ' 
Either  Mr.  Grenville*s  bill  or  his  own ;  the  Duke  of  f 
returned  him  a  reply,  in  which  he  ftated  a  doubt  of  he  I 
warranted  m  his  opinion,  but  the  fad  was,  Mr.  \ 
(aid,  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Dttndasi[ 
highly  of  the  condud  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  and  I 
fatd,  there  was  alfo  another  objed,  to  which  he  wiAi 
direfb  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  Complaints  ba#l 
made,  and  he  thought  juftly  made,  that  the  benefit  of  1 
k&s  did  not  extend  to  Ireland*  The  ch}e€t  of  oneof  tki 
which  he  was  about  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  to, 
give  feamen  ferving  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  ihips  in 
all  the  advantages  of  thb  two  a£ls  to  which  he  had 
This  he  meant  to  do  by  referring  them  for  paymetitl 
Q>mmii&oners  of  the  Land  Revenue.  Thus  he  a 
extend  Mr.  GrenviRe's  bill  and  his  own  bill,  and  i 
to  apply  the  bene6ts  of  both  thefe  bills  to  Irriand.    Hei 

'  he  {houM  do  no  more  this  feflion  than  introduoe  tki 
and  print  them,  that  tiiey  rhight  be  in  the  hands  di 
member  of  that  Houfe  in  the  naval  frrviee,  and  of  all  f 
ing  gentlemen,   during  the  fumnter,    who  might 
fubjed  in  their  mihds^  and  probably  might  be  able  toi 
fome  amendments  «gainft  the  beginning  of  nett 
when  he  intended  to  'endeaV(5ur  to  proTecute  th^  i 
the  regular    ftag^s,    m  otitt,  that  they  might  pafr? 
laws. 

Mr.  Dundas  ^tdeordihgly  tnoved  for  leave  to  I 
bill  toexphih  and  amend  the  ad  of  31  Geo.  H. 
courag^ment  of  feamen  in  the  royal^navy>  addfer4 
tbemm(H'eeftiIlytorecet¥«tfa^WJig«%  &^ 
I 
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Mr.   Chancellor  Pitt  feconded  the  motion* 

When  the  queflion  was  put  by  the  Speaker, 

Sir  ^.  5/W^/Vrofe  and  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentle*  Sir  John. 
Dan  certainly  defeived  the  applaufe  of  his  country  foF  what  Siaclair|| 
le  had  done,  and  likewife  for  what  he  was  about  to  do  01^, 
his  fubjedt.  He  wilhed,  however  that  the  right  honour- 
jble  gentleman  could  have  brought  his  fubje<£l  into  one  bill, 
vhich  might  emphatically  be  called  Mr.  Dundas^s  biji;  Sir 
[ohnfaid,  healfo  wifhed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ha4 
;one  fiill  a  little  farther,  and  had  laid  down  fome  regulations 
mh  regard  to  prize  money,  the  fettling  of  whigh,  upon  a 
l^rtain  and  clear  footing,  would  tend  greatly  to  encourage 
eamen  to  enter  into  our  fervice  with  chparfulnefs  and  good 
rill. 

Mr.  Dundas  (aid  that  fubjeft  had  not  efcaped  his  attention,  Mr. 
the  had  in  his  hand  the  outlines  of  :|  bill  upon  it.  But  any  .Dunda^. 
jgulation  refpeSing  prize  money  did  not  immediately  come 
rithin  the  line  of  his  official  department,  and  he  thought  \\ 
^uld  be  more  proper  to  bring  the  fubjefl  forward  in  the 
|[ginning  of  next  winter.  Thequeftion  was  then  put  and 
lave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  <<  Fpr  ext^iiding  certain  a^^a 

iherein  mentioned  to  petty  officers  and  feamen,  noncom- 
miflioned  officers  of  marines^  and  marines  ferving,  or  who 
inay  have  ferved  on  board  any  of  his  Majedy's  fliips,  and 
refiding  in  Ireland.'* 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  For  explaining  and 
^mending  an  a<^  of  the  22d  year  of  his  prefent  Majefly, 
intitled,  an  a6l  for  farther  preventing  the  abufes  attending 
the  payment  of  wages  and  prize  money,  &c.  and  for 
:£irther  extending  .the  benefit  thereof  to  petty  officers, 
leamen,  non-commiffion  officers  of  marines,  and  marines^ 
ierving,  or  who  may  have  ferved  on  board  s^ny  of  his  Ma« 
|efty*s  Ihips."    Leave  was  given. 

Tha  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    Mr.  Dundas,    this 
ttorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  were  order^  to  prepare  and 
^g  in  the  fame. 
Xh#  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday  J   ^Oth  May. 

7*be  Houfe  reiblved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  fupply^  ta 
p  into  coniideration  the  King's  meflage,  in  which  His 
ll^fly  called  upon  the  Commons  to  relieve  the  civil  lift 
pa  expences  to  which  it  was  inadequate,  and  which  had 
p  incurred  in  ponfequence  of  the  provifion  he  had  been 
j^d  to  make  for  the  younger  branches  of  the  Royal 

|iAr.  Chancellor  Pitt  informed  the  Committee,  that  theMr.Pitu 
%9ii  cblirge^  upon  the  civil  hit  e^c;ee4^  t^e  imotnit  of  the 
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revenue  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  it  by  i2,oool.  a  ycar^ 

"which  was  the  fund  fettled  by  His  Majefty  upon  the  6oks 

of  Clarence.    It  was  not  his  intention  therefore,  for  tht 

prefent,  to  move  for  any  permanent  grant  beyond  i2,oooL 

a  year;  but  he  would  alfo  aik  for  fome  other  fams  to  re« 

place  fuch  as  had  been  already  advanced  out  of  the  civil  lifk 

He  then'  moved,  that  His  Majefty  be  enabled  to  fetdt 

tjpon  his  Royal  Highnefs  William  Henry  Duke  of  Clarcnoel 

an  annuity  of  i2,oool.  and  to  charge  the  fame  upon  the  canr.i 

folidated  fund.  ' 

Mr.  Mr.  Francis  wifhed  to  know  whether  favings  had  not  ac-; 

Francis,   crued  to  the  civil  lift,  through  the  cjeath  of  the  late  Dake  of 

Cumberland. 

M.Pitt.       Mr.  Chancellor    Pitt   admitted  that  the  death  of  the 

Duke  of  Cumberland,  andalfo  that  of  the  Princefs  Ameli^. 

had  produced  a  faving  to  the  civil  lift;  but  to  balance  thei^ 

other  charges  had  grown  upon  it;  and  from  the  accounts  oa 

the  table,  gentlemen  would  perceive  that  the  charges'  c»» 

ceeded  the  income  by  i  2,oqo1.  a  year. 

Mr.  Mr,  Powys  aiked,  whether  this  was  the  lafl  permanenl 

^o^yV    grant  that  was  to  be  made  to  any  branch  of  the   KoyJ 

Family,  or  whether  fimilar  grants  were  to  be  occafionaBf 

called  for.  in  proportion  as  the  rifing  branches  of  His  Mt* 

jefty  (hould  arrive  at  that  age  in  which  it  would  be  property 

give  them  an  eftablifliment. 

^r.  Pitt.   *  Mr  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  undoubtedly  appKca;* 

tions  would  be  made  to  Parliament  when  the  occafions  (houil 

arrive  for  provifion  for  the  other  branches  of  the  Royal  Far 

mily,  unlefs  (what  was  then  very  improbable),  the  civil  Kk^ 

Ihould  be  fo  relieved  from  other  burdens,  as  that  it  tkoM 

be  able  to  provide  eiflablifliments  for  more  of  the  Royil 

offspring, -without  further  aid  from  Parliament. 

jjlf^  Mr.  JPowys  then  faid,  he  now  clearly  underftood  that  wa$ 

Powys.  not  the  laft  grant  that  Parliament  VE^ould  have  to  make  in  aid 

of  the  civil  Fift. 

Mr.  Mr.  Baker  faid,  that  he- was  as  ready  as  any  man  to  nnb 

Baker,    a  proper  provifion  for  His  Majefty*s  children;  and  he  evtft 

felt  a  partiality  for  the;  fpirited  Prince  who  was  the  irameiii*i 

ate  obje£t  pf  the  motion,  who  had  been  bred  »o  a  profefios 

•   which  was  ftrft  in  theeftimation  of  the  country;  aDdther^,{ 

fore  he  had  not  a  word  to  jEay  againft  the  propofed  grant  0 

him:  but  he  thought  that  after  the  great  addition  which 

had  been  made  to  the  civil  lift,  it  ought  to  be  deemed  cqBsl 

to  the  difcharge  of  all  dlemands  upon  it.     To  prove  mk 

Mr.  Baker  went  into  a  minute  detail  of  various  fbms  whidi 

had  been  paid  by  Parliament,  and  among  others^  certain  e^ 

pences  attending  the  King's  illnefs,  which  ought  to  haveboft 

paid  out  of  the  civil  lift ;  but  as  they  had  not  been  £;>  difchaigfJir 

Digitized  by  i^OOgle  tW' 


h.ijgu  DEBATES.  445 

that  lift  oaght  to  be  able  to  provide  for  the  fettlement 
BOW  propofed  to  be  made  upon  the  Doke  of  Clarence.  It 
Isfiid  happened,  he  faid,  not  only  that  additions  had  been 
ibade  to  the  revenue  by  which  the  civil  lift  was  fupported, 
rat  it  had  alfo  been  encreafed  by  the  abolition  of  eftablifh- 
inents  which  formerly  prefled  very  heavy  upon  it,  fuch  for 
inftance  as  the  board  of  trade. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  upon  this  obfervcd,  that  if  Parlia-  Mr.  Pitt, 
ment  had  made  additions  to  the  revenue  by  which  tlie  civil 
lift  was  fupported,  it  had  alfo  made  additions  to  the  charges 
^pon  it;  for  it  had  inftituted  a  Board  of  Controul  for  the  go- 
f^riiment  of  India;  and  in  fo  extenfive  a  branch  of  execu- 
ffive  government,  many  expences  were  neceffarily  incurred. 
;.^he  abolition  of  the  board  of  trade  was  of  very  little  relief 
[.to  the  civil  lift;  for  the  ad  of  Parliament  by  which  that 
l-^oard  was  put  down,  provided  that  the  bufmefs  ufually 
itranfaAed  by  it  fbould  in  future  be  tranfa£led  by  a  Commit- 
tee of  Council :  this  bufmefs,  every  one  knew,  was  of  a 
very  extenfive  nature,  and  could  not  be  carried  on  without  a 
i  great  number  of  clerks,  who  muft  be  paid  for  their  labour. 
}All  thefe  charges  had  been  laid  upon  the  civil  lift,  fubfe- 
'  ^uent  to  the  period  when  the  increafe  was  made,  when  it 
i.was  intended  to  make  the  incoi^e  of  th^  civil ^Ijft  equal 
^  to  all  the  charges  upon  it. 

The  queftion  was  at  laft  put  on  th^  motion  for  the  grant 
I  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  carried  unanimoufly. 
•  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  that  the  fum  of 
34,2 loL  5s.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the 
eivil  lift  a  like  fum  advanced  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  for 
his  fupport  during  ttiA  laft  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  i2,oooK 
a  year,  and  for  enaoling  him,  at  the  outfet,  to  form  his 
fftablifhment. 
This  motion  pafled  alfo  nem,  con. 

Mr-  Chancellor  Pitt  informed  the  Committee,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftabliftied  rule,  the  annuity  out  of  the  civil 
lift  to  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland,  was  payable  onjy  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  and  not  to  the  end  of  the  then  current 
quatter;  hut  as  it  would  not  be  handfome  to  difmifs  his  efta* 
blifhment  at  a  day's  notice,  he  thought  the  Commitree  would 
readily  agree,  that  wh;it  would  have  become  due  by  the  end 
of  the  quarter  fliould  be  paid,  as  well  as  what  was  aftually 
due  at  the  time  of  the  Duke's  death.  He  therefore  moved 
•  that  the  fum  of  i,8ool.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  enable 
him  to  difcharge  the  remainder  of  the  quarter's  annuitv 
which  had  to  run  after  the  death  of  his  Royal  Highneis 
Henry  Frederic,  late  Duke  of  CumberlancJ. 

This  motion  alfo  pafled  unanimoufly,  and  the  Houfe  wat 
refumed.  . 
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The  orders  of  the  day  having  Been  fevcFally  gpn^  througl^ 
Mr  Fox.       Mr.  F$x  rofe  to  make  hU  promife4  (notipn^  f<^  a  gr^ 
CotntTvitlee  on  the  Courts  of  Juftice^  to  enquire  into  foai^ 
late  decifions  of  the  4  'aurts  in  cafes  of  libel.     He  began  \ 
moft  able  and  argumentative  fpeech,  by  declaring  that,  k|: 
was  perfectly  convinced^  that  every  gentleman  who  heailt^ 
him^  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  that  belonged  t^ti 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  its  peculiar  fnni^ion  conftantly 
to  watch  with  care,  every  part  oif  the  executive  governmeni- 
of  the  country,  that  it  would  be  unnecefTary  for  htm  to  ui|' 
any  words  in  order  to  (hew  that  he  was  not  bpinging  onder 
the  confideration  of  the  Hoiife^  any  thing  that  di4  not  y| 
within  tlte  province  of  its  duty.     He  faid,.  he  was  not  goiif . 
to  attempt  any  thing  like  innovation,  but  was  calling  tht^ 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  one  of  its  moft  conftttutional  314. 
very  important  duties^  viz.  to  a  ftrift  attention  to  evei)f 
branch  of  the  executive  government.     The  moft  important 
I>art  of  theextcutive  government  was  the  execution  of  thfl^ 
laws  in  Courts  of  Juftic^;  he  hoped,  therefore,  be  (hooii 
not  excite  any  unjuft  prejudices  againft  what  be  was  about 
to  ftate,  by  urging  the  neceffity  of  their   watching  ov^' 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of  the  conftitution,  as  if  if 
implied  any  thing,  peculiarly  faulty  or  blameabie  in  theexe<t 
cution  of  juftice  at   that  moment.      If  the  do£lrine,  Mr* 
Fox  faid,  were  once  to  prevail,  that  the  confideration  of 
matters,  relative,  to  Courts  of  Juftice^  neceflarily  implied  % 
failure  of  the  execution  of  juftice,  that  Houfe  muft  either  be 
negligent  of  its  functions  on  the  one  hand,  and  they  oiaft 
fit  filent  and  fufter  abufes  to  grow  to  a  magnitude  which  it 
might  be  difficult  to  reform;  or,  on  the  other,  they  mvl 
do,  what  no  good  citizen  would   wiili  to  do,  they  muft 
create,  an  alarm  in  the  country,  and  excite  a  fufpicion  thd( 
juftice  was  not  fully  executed,  and  thereby  injure  the  oa- 
tioi7,  by  encouraging  the  fubje^s  of  Great  Britain  to  denf 
that  refpe<51  which  was  due  to  the  laws,  and  to  withhold 
that  obedience  which  ought  .to  be  given  to  the  execution  of 
them. 

It  was  true,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  meant  to  bring  under 
the  confideration  of  tlie  Houfe  more  than  one  point;  be 
Aould,  however,  firft  fiate  the  point  which  weighed  moft 
en  bis  mind,  which  was,  that  which  related  to  the  condoft 
of  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  with  refped  tp  trials  on  the  fohr 
jefl  of  libels.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  with  any  general  declamation  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  prefs.  Whoever  faw  what  the  world  was  now,  vA 
compared  it  with  what  it  formerly  had  heeti,  muft  be  fenfi* 
ble  that  it  had  greatly  improved  in  the  fcience  of  govpm- 
ment,  and  that  that  improvement  was  entirely  owing  to  ^ 
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bcrty  of  the  t>rers.    Froili  what  he  f^as  then  Aating  iH 
jnrour  of  the  liberty  of  the  preh^  no  gentleman,  he  tr«iiled, 
loold  confider  hip  as  a  defender  of  its  licentioufnefs.     He 
pemsy  however,  a  defender  of  tlie  liberty  of  the  prefs,  in 
|kat  fenfe  in  which  it  could  be  defendeil.     But  if  even  the 
1^1  liberty  of  the  prefs  were  tranrgreiled,  lie  owned,  he 
lEKKilil  be  an  enemy  to  a  fevere  punifhment  being  infli£ied 
^ter  the  crime  was  committed.     He  was  alfo  an  enemy  to 
jta  previous  reftraints  on  the  prefs,  becaufe  he  thought  he 
^imld    prove,  that  in  all  countries^  and  at  all  times,  pj^e* 
jlotis  rcAraints  on  the  prefs  had  the  effe&  of  reAraining  the 
lift  liberty  of  tlie  people,  and  had  never  been  able  to  pre- 
it  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  its  licentioufnefs*     Havin^^ 
fo  much  with  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  Mr. 
declared,  he  thought  there'  was  no  danger  to  be  appre^ 
ded  from  any  law,  or  from  any  thing  which  they  might 
»pofe  to  make  a  part  of  the  Taw  of  the  country;  on  the 
itrary,    it  was  his  opinion,  that   if  the  liberty  of  the 
^refs  in  this  country  could  he  in  any  way  endangered,  k 
jpauft  be  by  a  feries  of  judgements  and  a  feries  of  punifhments 
bo  free  writings:  this,  he  doubted  not,  he  fliould  be  able  to 
brove*     He  hoped  he  fiiould  not  be  told,  in  anfwer  to  what 
%e  had  advanced,  that  they  had  not  only  reached  the  mark  of 
liberty,  but  had  g<^iie  beyond  it.     He  hoped  lie  (hould  not 
jke  delired  to  look  at  the  Mmk  of  that  facred  engine  of  liberty^ 
m  the  levelling  the  good  and  bad,  and  making  every  man 
[l^thized  to  fhame,  and  infenGble  of  good  choradier,  which 
Iwas  the  foundation  of  every  thing  grcrat  and  glorious  among 
fliien.    If  perfons  were  to  argue,  that  from  the  circumftance 
of  there  beinf  fo  much  licence,  there  was  liberty  enough,  i<t 
rius  apprehenuon,    they   would   argue  very   unwifeiy,   and 
Itery  inconciufively.     There  was  no  difficulty  in  this  coun- 
try for  any  man  to  libel  another;  but  no  man  could  libel  the 
i&ionsof  another  with  impunity,  and  public  charadters  had 
as  much  a  right  to  be  defended  as  thofe  who  never  mixed 
:  with  public  affairs.     Any  man,  if  he  pleafed,*iCOuld  indeed 
perfonally  libel  with  impunity  any  public  or  private  cha- 
fader;  they  could  libel  him,    or   much   more  refpedable 
Members  of  Piarliament;  they  might  even  go  farther,  and 
libel  Minifters  and  the  Great  Officers  of  State.     But  he 
contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  much  doubt 
Whether  any  man  could  really  freely  difcufs  the  aflions  of 
i  government,  in  the  way  in- which  he  apprehended  it  was  the 
right  of  every  man  to  difcufs  them,  without  a  greater  rifque 
to  bis  perfon  and  property  than  prudent  men  would  choole 
to  hazard. 

Mr.  Fox  declared)  that  he  felt  confiderable  difficulty,  not 
only  from  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  objei^  he 
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had  to  ilate,  but  aifo  confiderable' difficulty  in  the  manner  of 
the  arrangement  of  the  matter,  with  which  he  fhoutd  trou^ 
ble  the  Houfe,     Perhaps  the  moft  eafy  way  would  be  for  hki^ 
to  (late  his  ideas  in  the  order  in  whxh  they  had  arifen  in  hii 
own  mind,  beginning  with  particulars,  and  going  on  to  ge- 
nerals, inftead  of  beginning  with  generals  and  exemplifijiif 
them  by  particular  inftances,  which   was  the  more  ufoal 
methods     In  the  courfeof  the  la/t  year,  when  the  Spanilli 
armament  was  raifed,  gentlemen  would  recolIe£l  that  theft 
bad  taken  a  confiderable  degree  of  difcufllon   among  tbi 
public,  with   regard,  firft  of  all,  to  the   propriety  of  ttut 
armament;  and    fecondly,  with  regard   to  the  conduA  of 
that  and  the  other  Houfe,  who  granted  the  fuppiies.    Tbit, 
fuch  a  bufinefs  (hould  be  the  fubje£k  of  difcuf&on  in  any 
country,  particularly  in  a  iFree  country,  could  be  matter fli 
furprize  to  no  man ;  that  it  would  be  a  fubjedl  of  fair  Ht 
cuffion  he  thought  could  not  be  controverted.     On  thacoc^ 
caiion  there  had  appeared  fome  ftridores  in  a  newfpaperorf 
the  condudl  of  the  King's  Miniilers:  and  that  paper,  to  di^ 
aftonifliment  of  mod  people,  was  profecotedl     If  genilemol 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  a  variety  of  things  that  vtxi 
Written  at  that  time^  not  with  regard  to  the  charaScrot 
public  men,  but  with  regard  to  the  condu£l  of  public  Mh 
nifters,  he  ihot^ld  rather  fufptd  the  newfpaper  alluded  td 
would  not  to  be  found  to  be  among  the  moft  emincndf 
tulpable,  but  on  tlie  contrary,  among  the  moft  innoceiiit 
that  had  appeared.     However,  the  pa|>er  was  publi(he4,  anl 
it  was  profecuted.     The  printer  pleaded  guilty,  or  allowel 
judgement   to  go   by   default,    and  judgement   was  givei 
againft  him;  which   appeared   to  thofe   who  obferved  tW 
judgement,  and  compared  it  with  the  paper,  and,  be  coii-* 
fefled,  appeared  fo  to  himfelf,  to  be  moft  inordinately  fe* 
vere.     He  could  hardly  have  thought,  he  faid,  thatapof* 
fon*s  ftating  in  a  newfpaper  his  general  difapprobatton  of  Al 
meafures  adopted  by  the  King's  Minifters;  ftating,  thatkl 
conceived  that  the  oftenCble  purpofe  could  hardly  be  th 
real  purpofe;  ftating  the  object  of  Nootka  S6und  tobetof 
minute  to  juftify  fo  great  a  hazard  as  the  country  was  the 
about  to   incur,  and  that  therefore  it   might  be  conncaei 
with  our  PruiSan  alliance.     He  fliould  have  thought  tW 
fuch  a  paper  not  only  did  not  deferve  a  fevere  puniihmw^ 
but  fuch  a.  paper,  in  his  humble  opinion,  was  no  libel  at  aX 
His  firft  wonder  was,  that  the  printer  ftiould  have  been  fcfl 
advifed  as  not  to  defend  himfelf.     In  the  next  place,  he  •* 
aftoniftied  that  no  motion  was  made  in  arreft  of  judgemeof 
on  the  ground  that  the  paper  was  no  libel  at  all.  He  thoo^ 
the  fentcnce  moft  fevere;  and  that  opinion  had  not,  Mft 
Fox  faid^  been  peculiar  to  his  own  mind;  he  betievedM 
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coald  ipealc  the  (entiments  of  a  whole  profefSon,  and  that  as 
far  as  it  could  be  colle£ledy  the  general  opinion  of  the  bar 
•ras,  that  it  was  a  fentence  beyond  what  they  could  have 
conceived  was  likely  to  have  been  given.  He  faid,  he  had 
read  the  libel  with  great  care,  as  it  had  appeared  in  the 
Herald,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  libel  on  the  King's  Mi« 
pifters,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  Fox  alluded  in  this  inflance  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
King  againft  Luxford,  late  printer  of  the  Morning  Herald, 
ind  read  from  the  information  in  his  hand  the  following  ex* 
iT^St^  which  was  ftated  as  the  eiTentFal  part  of  the  libel. 

^^  We  cannot  difmifs  this  ferious  and  alarming  fubjeA, 
(<  without  ob&rving,  th^t  this  manoeuvre  of  our  Miniftry 
^*  will  make  a  deep  imprefiion  upon  the  French  Cabinet, 
^  National  Aflembly,  and  people  in  general.  They  will 
^  not  eafily  be  led  to  believe,  that  Nootka  Sound,  on  the 
*<  farther  fide  of  North  America,  can  be  fuch  an  important 
(*  objedl  to  a  people  who  have  juft  the  other  day  fo  tamely 
^*  furrendered  up  th<s  whole  Eadern-Cde  of  North*  America, 
^'  as  to  induce  then)  to  hazard  all  upon  fuch  a  new-difco- 
^^  vered,  undefined*  and  almofl  unknown  land,  lying,  as 
**'  we  may  fay,  at  the  back  of  the  world.  They  will  fooner 
^  think  that  this  armament  is  deftined  againft  Breft  and 
^  Toulon,  than  againft  Cadiz  and  Barcelona,  upon  fuch 
^  grounds  as  are  held  out  to  public  view;  and  notwith- 
^  ftanding  their  prcfent  feeming  disjointed  ftate,  they  will 
^  find  ways  and  means  to  coalefce  among  themfelves,  fo  as 
^  to  put  the  ftate  machine  in  order,  fo  as  to  lend  fome  effica* 
^  ciojus  aid  to  their  never-failing  allies,  the  Spaniards.* 

To  fay  in  that  point,  the  King's  Minifters  bad  adled 
iritbout  policy,  without  prudence,  or  fpirit,  was  undoubt* 
sdly  a  libel;  and  if  thofe  words  were  to  be  applied  to  the 
lufiian  bufinefs,  it  would  be  equally  a  libel,  becaufe  the 
lerfofi  who  wrote  them  could  not  in  point  of  law  have  juf- 
ifiedy  and  confequently  mu|l  necefla'rily  have  been  convifted 
\f  a  libel.  But  did  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  think  that 
iicb  a  libel  deferved  fo  fevere  a  punifhment?  He  was  per- 
isdlly  perfoaded  that  no  man  would  fay  he  did.  The  paper 
lib  ftated  that  the  King's  Minifters,  by  various  declara- 
ions>  fome  of  them  in  that  Houfe,  and  fome  of  them  out 
»f  it,  had  deluded  the  people  and  the  country  with  refpe£l  to 
bch  armament.  That  was  alfo  a  libel:  and  here  again  the 
rrinter  could  not  have  been  permitted  to  juftify  the  truth  of 
he(e  aflertions,  and  therefore  he  moft  have  been  convidted. 
n  the  degree  of  puniftiment  to  be  inffli£led,  they  ought, 
dr.  Fox  (aid,  to  take  into  coafideration  the  prefent  ftate  of 
lanners,  and  ftate  of  things;  and  if  this  had  been  done  in 
le  prefent  cafe,  John  Luxford  might  have  been  fentenced  to 
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fome  (hort  imprifonment,  or  to  pay  fome  fmall  fine;  bot 
that  he  fliould  have  been  fentenced  to  he  imprifoned  for 
twelve  months,  and  to  itand  in  the  piliory,  was  a  iievere  aoi 
inordinate  judgement,  pompared  with  the  degree  of  bi| 
guilt. 

Having  admitted  that  it  w^s  a  libel  againft  the  Kin^i 
Miniders,  he  had  admit{ed  all  that  he  thought  iieceflarj  ta 
be  admitted  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Without  paying  any 
compliment  to  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to  himf  in  the  pre- 
ient  flate  of  things,  the  mere  faying  they  had  aded  withom 
policy,  without  prudente,  and  without  ff^irit,  would  not,  he 
was  perfuaiied,  have  induced  them  to  pynifli  a  man  for  a 
libel,  or  at  leaft  not  to  have  pnrfued  it  to  fo  great  z  leogtk 
of  punifiiment.  He  did  not  think,  that  they  themfelvet 
would  have  thought,  that  it  would  h^ve  been  confiftent  witl| 
the  dignity  of  their  chara£^ers,  tc5  have  profecuted  the 
printer  4t  all;  he  fliould  have  guefled  this  n^r^^ri,  and  be 
thought  he  might  ftate  it  from  the  thing  itfelf.  The(« 
were,  Mr.  Fox  qbferved,  in  the  information  againft  Lot* 
lord,  other  counts  aod  other  inue^dos^  befides  that  for  a  li* 
bel  againft  the  King's  Minifters.  Here  he  read  the  copy  cjl 
the  information,  the  indi£lment,  the  opinion  of  the  Ju^g^ 
and  finally  the  fenteuce.  He  always  fpoke  with  great  diffi* 
^ence  when  he  fpoke  on  legal  fubjedts,  he  faid,  and  he  meant 
to  do  fo  then,  but  he  had  read  the  information  with  all  the 
attention  he  was  capaKle  of  giying  to  any  fubjeA,  and  be 
muft  declare  that  it  was  draWn  in  a  way  perfe£lly  unintelli* 
giMe  to  him.  It.  might  poffibly  appear  otherwife  to  pro* 
teffional  gentlemen.  He  conceived  the  proper  Way  was  tot 
ftate  the  malice,  the  feditious  intent,  or  any  other  circani' 
ftances  of  that  kind,  firft,  and  he  believed  he  was  fowivi 
by  the  greateft  authorities,  ir^  conceiying  that  iQuecdoes 
were  only  to  be  ufed  as  matter  of  explanation^^  and  not  at 
matter  of  addition.  The  force  of  inuendo,  he  conceived,  ta 
be  equal  to  the  wo^ds  id  {/?,  fcilicct,  ot  to  the  En|lifli  wor4 
importing,  which  in  his  mind,  exprefled  it  beft  of  alL  H4 
faid,  ic  was  very  different  to  fpeak  with  clearhefs  and  perr 
fpicuity  on  (he  fuhjed^,  the  word  meaning  having  a  doubk 
fenfe.  When  he  faid  a  word  meant  fp  or  fo,  there  were  two 
\^ays  in  which  it  might  be  ^aken;  its  firft  fenfe  was  when  it 
was  merely  explanatory  of  what  Went  Before,  and  Was  atrM 
inuendo,  as  the  K.,  meaning  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  2cc 
Cadiz,  and  Barcelona,  meaning  Cadiz  and  Barcelona  in 
Spain,  &c. — There  \yas  alfo  another  fenfe  of  the  word 
meaning,  which  fignified  purpcifing,  as  when  he  faid  bo 
meant  to  do  fuch  a  thing  to-morrow.  This  Word  he  roaft 
^ontend  in  all  informations  ought  to  be  ufed  ia  the  fenfe  of 
importing  and  not  of  purpofmg.    Tbe  third  count  in  thit 
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information,  which  was  the  material  part  of  the  charge^ 
waS)  that  which  ftated  it  to  be  a  libel,  not  •n  the  King^s 
Miniftf  rs,  but  a  libel  tending  to  produce  dangerous  confe- 
Ijuences  to  the  country;  that  it  would  tend  to  alarm  the 
King  of  France,  and  to  ftir  up  hoftilities  between  this  couri- 
iry  and  France. 

Mr.   Fox  faid,    he  muft  here  fpeak  collaterally  a  little  of 
the  mode  in  which  Ifbels  were  judged :  he  maintained  that 
the  filling  up  of  the  inuendos  was  the  province  of  the  jury, 
and  after  they  were  filled  up,  the  tendency  and  confequences 
were  inferences  of  law  ;  and  he  took  thi$  to  be  the  real  fiat^ 
of  the  law;  though  it  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  his  opi- 
liion  of  what  it  ought  to  be.     I{  this  had  been   an  inference, 
and  not  an  in'nendp,  he  conceived  it  would   have  been  com- 
petent  to  arreft  the  judgement,  becaufe  d  meaning  had  beerl 
^ut  on  the   words  which  they  would  not  bear.     It  was  ftUd^j 
ihe  intention  was  to  have  excited  the  King '  of  France  fo  ana 
fo.    This  he   contended  was  an  inference  not   to  be  drawn 
from  the  text  either  in  reafoh  or  in  law;  and   if  there  had 
ieen  npthing  in  this  libel  but  that,  he  had  not  the  leaft  doubt 
but  that  the  judgement  would  have  been  arefted:  it  did  not^ 
therefore,  come  into  that  (hape  as  a  legal  inference.-     It  t^a  J, 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  matter  of  material  mifchief,  and  of  ma- 
terial injuftice,  to  make  that  a  tendency  and  an  inference  of 
faft  to  convert  it  by  a  double  and  unequivocal  fenfe  into  aii 
inuetido.     He  faid  he  (hould  juft  ftate  to  the  Hoiife  th^  p:tr- 
ticalar  tendency  to  which  he  alluded,  and  then  he  would  aik 
every  geritlcman  in  -  the   Houfe  whether   k  was  liot  an  in- 
ference, and  not  an  inuendo  f  Mr.  Fox  (hewed  in  the  cleareft 
and  moft  convincing  manner,  by  reading  particular  parts  of 
the  information,   that  he  was  juftified  in  his  arguments.  ' 
Prom  this  he  inferred,  that  they  could  not  ufe  as  an  inuendo 
the  word  meaning,  when  it  could  be  conftrued  by  the  word 
j)urpofing,  but  only  where  it  could  be  explained  by  the  word 
imjtortingi     The  way  in  which  the  information  had  been 
drawn,  left  the  perfori  who  was  the  objedit  of  it,  in  perfefi 
doubt  how  he  wastodef<fnd  himfelf  againft  it.^   He  might 
beanfwered,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  this  was  not  an  inuendo;  it 
was  a  legal  inference,  of  which  the  Court  would  judge;  and 
the  Court  might  after^arcis  tell  him  this  was  not  a  legal  in- 
fctcnce,  but  that  the  jurjr  had  found  it,  and  therefore  it  muft 
t)etakcn  asfaA  intherejcord.     lii  what  fituation,  then,  was 
the  unhappy  Lnxford  left  ?  .Was  he  to  move  an  arreft  of 
judgement  ?  No.     He  fliould  ha^  advifed  againft  any  fuch 
iDcafure*    It  would  have  been  but  of  little  confequence  to ' 
him  to  have  been  acquitted  of  the  third  count,  ^hen  he  muft' 
be  found  guilty  of  a  libe]  on  the  King's  Minifters.    Mr.  Fox 
6id>  he  was  perfeaiy  fure  this  tnode  of  proceeding  w^^rt^f^        - 
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the  higlieft  degree  improper,  and  unfair.  The  inference 
ought  to  have  been  ftated  in  theoutfet  of  the  buiinefS|  and 
they  had  aright  to  argue  on  the  record;  and  he  would  taik 
turetofay,  if  that  had  been  allowed^  and  if  the  whole  hilfi 
turned  upon  that,  and  nothing  clfe,  but  that  count  in  thf 
information,  if  it  had  been  averted  .that  this  was  an  inaeiidi|| 
and  common  fenfe  rejected  it.  as  fuch,  if  it .  had  been  put  ioltf 
able  hands,  judgement  muft  have  beetf  arretted*  < 

Having  much  confidered  this  cafe,  a  variety  of  things,  Mr* 
Fox  faid,  occurred  to  him  to  be  fit  to  be  done;  and  objefiioai 
at  the  fame  time  occurred  to  almoft  every  one  of  them.  Hi 
ccniidered  how  far  he  fhould  complain,  and  when  lie  can 
with  any  thing  like  a  complaint  to  the  Houfe,  he  beggn 
leave  to  fay  how  far  he  meant  any  thing  againft  the  Conrto 
King's  Bench.  He  did  not  fuppofe  that  they  had  aded  irofl 
any  motives  of  direiSl  corruption,  or  from  party  purpoib^ 
i^he  had  fuppofedany  thing  of  that  fort  in  their  roindSi  lli 
fhould  have  looked  whether  be  had  any  means  of  proving  H 
and  if  he  had,  he  fhould  not  then  have  fhrunk  from  tbeii 
quiry ;  but  he  was  perfeSIy  convinced  of  the  contrary.  I 
conceived,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  wrong  that  tberfal 
done  yet,  it  was  from  error,  and  from  the  difficulty  of  tU 
fituation,  as  the  law  now  Aood  on  the  fuhjeft  of  libels.  Bl 
therefore  was  not  going  to  move  any  thing  which  couUtI 
conftrued  to  be  at  all  like  a  cenfure  on  the  conduA  of  til 
Judges;  but  was  the  meafure  therefore,  he  would aik|ri 
fleep?  Ought  it  to  be  (oi  Was  he  to  ftand  by  and  confal 
he  would  not  fay,  that  an  innocent  man,  btit  what  ffi 
nearly  the  fame  thing,  that  a  guilty  man  was  to  fufleriiiock 
more  than  he  deferved  to  fuSet }  There  was,  therefor^  «*• 
view  at  leaft,  in  which  he  fI)ould  have  brought  forwad  di 
bufinefs,  and  that  was- to  move  to  prefent  an  humble  addfll 
to  the  King  to  pardon  Luxford ;  but  he  had. been  told,  M 
truly  he  knew  not,  that  the  moil  fevere  parts  of  the  fenMd 
were  already  done  away,  and  therefore,  perhaps  an  addldl 
would  be  ufelefs.  However,  if  he  went  into  the  CoaifDif^ 
tee,  he  fhould  certainly  move,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefenHt 
to  His  Majefly,  to  intreat  His  Majefty  to  pardon  Johntos^ 
ford. 

With  regard  to  opinions  entertained  in  that  Hoofe,  W 
knew,  he  faid,  that  there  were  thofe  who  maintained  an  of^ 
nion,  that  in  order  to  preferve  a  proper  refpe6l  to  Coaitsw 
Juflice  in  this  country,  no  man  fhould  interfere  in  ^nydiii|t 
done  therein,  left  it  ffu)uld  be  interpreted  into  an  indiicft 
'  cenfure ;  but  that  if  the  Judges  had  committed  any  faobf^ 
addrefs  fhould  be  moved  to  His  Majefly^  to  deprive  thca  i 
their  fituations.  That  opinbn«  he  faid,  he  conceived  toMf 
wholly  unfounded^  and  declared  he  would  never  coafeot  H 
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fach  an  addrefs  againil  any  Judge,  unlefs  it  w^s  for  nctd« 
Ifious  incapacjty,  or  the  exerciiing  his  authoritjr  malo  anifno^ 
^f  that  were  fo,  how,  Mr.  Fox  afked,  could  it  be  maintained 
tiiat  they  (hould  allow  innocent  men  to  fuffer,  and  permit 
[die  guilty  alone  very  frequently  toefcape;  and  tho(e  who 
Wve  committed  trifling  faults  to  be  feveiely  puntfhed  ?  It 
$rouId>  perhaps,  be  faid,  that  they  ought  not  to  interfere  tiU 
tiiey  could  produce  fome  prool  of  perfonal  iniquity;  but 
irhenever  he  conceived  that  Courts  of  Juftice  a6led  in  any 
^y  fo  as  to  pervert  the  principles  on  which  they  weie  found- 
jri,  and  to  produce  mifchievous  effeds,  he  thought  it  was  hit 
Jkty  (he  declared  he  faid  it  without  meaning  any  difrefpe^fc 
jb  the  Judges)  to  take  their  conduA  into  confideration,  and 
Id  oblige  them  to  apportion  their  difcretion  in  the  punifl\« 
jpnent  of  crimes,  as  nearly  as  poffible  to  the  offence^  in  fuch 
tenner  as  to  make  them  be  approved  of  by  the  juft,  by  being 
jKafonable,  and  by  being  fuch  as  the  common  fenfe  of  man- 
|pnid  would  commend.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  when  he  had  con* 
^cred  the  fubje£t  of  this  particular  libel^  he  was  led  to  con* 
)Uer  the  fubjeifl  of  libels  in  general ;  thus,  in  the  way  of 
imendo  and  inference,  he  was  led  to  confider  who  were  to 
Ibejvdges.  If  the  jury  were  to  be  the  judges  of  inuendos,  it 
jtoas  contended  that  they  ought  not  at  leaft  to  be  judges  of  in- 
Jkrences,  but  that  thofe  fhould  be  referred  to  the  Court.  He  ' 
JBonfefled  he  faw  no  rational  ground  for  fuch  a  diftin£lion ;  for, 
jb  bis  opinion,  if  any  plain  man  met  on  the  jury,  and  was 
'capable  of  filling  up  the  inuendos,  he  was  at  leaft  capable  of 
''jbawing  an  inference  of  fa£t,  of  one  h&,  from  another.  If 
1  perfon  maintained  that  fuch  a  libel  excited  the  French 
^inft  Great  Britain,  that  was  an  inference  of  one  fa£t  from 
;^«iother  fa£t,  upon  which  a  man  could  gather  light  from  his 
jmrn  mind,  but  with  refpeA  to  which,  he  could  gather  no 
jBght  from  all  the  law  books  in  the  world.  To  him,  Mr«  Fox 
lud,  it  appeared  to  be  a  firange  idea,  that  a  jury,  although 
k  could  fill  up  an  inuendo,  could  not  draw  an  inference  of 
hSt.  This  kd  him  to  confider  whether,  where  law  and 
hSi  were  mixed  together,  a  jury  could  Hot  judge  of  the  law 
as  well  as  the  fad ;  and  on  this  complicated  bufinefs  he 
''  fhould  ftate  his  ideas  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  looked  into 
lereral  hookson  thefubjed,  and  as  the  point  had  been  handled 
ai  very  modern  times,  he  had  begun  with  the  moft  modern 
Writers.  He  had  looked  as  deeply  into  the  fubje£b  as  it  was 
poffiblefor  hiip  to  do.  He wocld,not  fayall  that  he  thought, 
fii  the  prefence  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  on  the 
ibbjeSof  his  honourable  and  learned  friend^s  fpeech  in  the 
^  cafe  of  the  Dean  of  St,  Afaph  ;  a  fpeech  fo  eloquent,  fo  lu* 
'  i&inous,  and  fo  convincing,  that  it  wanted  but  in  oppofition 
^  to  it,  D9t  a  giant,  but  a' man  ;  not  a  pigmy,  or  a  dwarf,  but  t 
I  Ibmethii^l^S^^ 
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Ibittethin'g  like  an  adrerfary  cap^ri>Ie  of  coping  with  it.     Mlj 
had,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  endeavoured  to  find  out  if  these  was : 
argument  on  the  other  fule  of  the  queAion  |  he  wai  per 
aware,  that  in  matters  of  law,  as  indeed  in  all  other  i 
ters,  great  authorities  were  arguments;  but  authorities,  ] 
as  they  might  he,  muft,  he  faid,  (bene  time  or  other, 
with  reafon,  and  if  the  autiiorities  were  clear  one  way, 
reafon  another,  it  would  produce  the  greateft  of  all  mtfehie 
for  reafon   muft  triumph,  and   the  eSkSt   would  be,  that 
would   deftroy  in   future  all  reverence  for  authority, 
would  therefore  do  away  that  fpecies  of  argument. 

On  this  fubje£k,  Mr.   Fox  obiefTed^  there  were  not  fn 
fhades  of  diff«?renoe  of  opinion  only  among  eminent  law^ 
hut  they  dilFered  according   to  the  common  expreffion, 
c^lo;  the  opinions  of  fome  being  diametrically  oppofitel 
thofe  of  others^     It  w^s  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Kv 
Bench,  that  the  jury  were  to  find  the  pui-^lication,  and  inu 
dos,  and  that  the  queftion  of  intention  was.  afterwards  < 
pletely  left  to  the  Court;  the  Court  were   to  confideriti 
the  nature  of  a  fpecial  verdi6l.     He  found  opinions  matnt ' 
eddireAly  the  reverie.     He  was^  Mr.  Fox  faid,  of  opin 
that  many   of  the  things  dated  were  matters  of  h&;  I 
whether  thiey  were  matters  of  fa6l  or  law,  where  the  ^ 
iiTue  was  joined,  the  jury  moil  confider  fuch  general  ij 
and  give  a   verdifk  compounded  of  fzSt  and  law.      ~~ 
opinions,  Mr.  Pox  ohferved,  were  not  of  modern  date;  i 
firft  man   he  apprehended   who  ftated   that  opinion, 
perfon  of  the  name  of  John  Lilbum,  who  immediately  2 
•  the  beheading  of  Charles  I.  and  daring  the  extftcnceof^ 
commonwealth,    was  indided  for  a  treafonable  paper, 
exprefled  himfelf,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  truly  and  properly  in| 
fciple,  though  his  words  were  coarfe  and  his  phrafes  ho 
With  regard  to  his  acquital  or  condemnation,  John  Lill 
declared  the  jury  were  all  and  every  thing;  that  thej 
were  mere  cyphers,  and  their  duty  was  folely  to  r^ifterl 
verdiftsof  thejury.     The  reply  to  John  Liihurn's  obii 
tion,  was  a  fpecimen,  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  of  thetemperi 
the  times  and  the  difpofition  of  thofe  days:  \n  anfwertoT' 
Judge  Jermyn,  who  prefided  on  that  occafion,  faid,  it^ 
damnable  and  blafphemousherefy  to  call  the  judges  cyp 
Lilburn,  however,  was  acquitted  in  fpite  of  the  anger  oft 
Judge,  and  in  fpite  of  the  influence  of  Cromwell.    Fo 
long  period  after  that,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  the  bufirteis  I 
Wot  been  confideretl  in   the  way  he  (;p>i{idered  it,  till  of  hi 
years,  and  it  feemed  rather  extraordinary  that  it  had  Ibl 
pened.     Here  Mr.   Fox  went  through  the  law  and  1 
refpet^ing  libels  in   the  reigns  of  Charles .II.  James  II.  i 
part  of  that  of  King  William.     He  would,  he  faid. 
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liicnmftahce  that  was  rather  to  be  looked  upon  at  a  ton« 
bfiuretban  as  a  certainty;  from  the  reformation  tUi  fome 
fears  after  the  revolution,  the  jury  had  only  to  confider 
vhether  facb  a  thing  was  publifhed  with  of  without  a  Itceuee; 
Fit  was  pubiifked  without  a  Hcence,  it  would  c6n(^itutea 
time;  and  the  Court  afterwards  confidered  the  malignity  of 
IbeoiFence.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  regarded  as  caviiling 
in  the  fobjeiSl,  to  declare  tx  vi  Urm'imrumy  that  it  appeared  a 
llecifin  to  fay  that  to  a  general  iiTue  joined,  a  fpecial  yerdidl 
^ald  be  given;  it  was  obvious  that  the  jury  moft  give  a 
tenera)  verdid  according  to  the  general  iiTue.  It  feetned 
ptangeto  him,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  to  betoJd,  when  he  Was  ac* 
jlfedoffeditiouily  writing  a  libel>    that  ho  ought  to  plead 

K rally.  The  law  faid,  yeu  might  plead  tlie  general  iilu^ 
3t  guilty.  The  general  ifTueof  not  guilty  was  pleaded^ 
i^aufe  in  order  to  any  one  being  guilty,  it  rhuft  be  proveJ 
brt  a  libel  was  written,  and  written  by  fuch  a  perfon.  A 
^t  deal  of  Arefs  was  to  be  laid  on  the  word  guilty.  Hd 
id  not,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  comprehend  oh  what  prlncipki 
lie  law  of  England,  with  all  its  liberality  and  juftio^ 
pnld  [ironounce  any  roan  guilty  without  previous  inquiry 
|feohis  gqilt.  If  any  book  had  been  written,  and  the  author 
U  been  indidled,  he  was  pronounced  guilty,  before  there 
tas  the  leaft  guilt  proved.  Guilt,  he  contended)  muft  bo 
loved  before  it  could  be  inferred,  Meii  were  not  to  bo 
Mivi&ed  on  the  word  guilty,  and  after  the  word  guilty  was 
lonounced  by  the  law,  as  it  at  prefent  ftood,  it  were  to  be 
^nnined  whether  the  writing  was  culpable  or  meritorious. 
\  going  pfi  farther,  an  argun!ient  fuggefted  itfelf  to  hiain 
pich  he  conceived  to  be  perfedtly  conclufive  6n  the  fubjed, 
ltd  the  ftrength  of  which  was  univerfally  acknowledged  by 
jmoft  every  judge;  bv  Lord  Raymond,  Mr.  Jtiftice  Lee» 
llrl  Mansfield,  and  Mr.  J.  Buller,  with  many  of  whom  he 
iRred,  viz.  that  it  was  in  thepowerof  the  jury  to  find,  not 
ttty.  He  was  not,  Mr.  Fox  faiJ,  ignorant  that  power 
ad  right  ^ere  not  convertible  terms.  But  if  a  power  wefe 
fe&ed  in  any  perfon,  it  was  futely  meant  to  be  exercifed. 
in  Fox  mentioned  Mr.  Juftice  A(hhur(l,  who,  in  fpeaking 
Fright  and  power,  obfcrved,  with  refpe6l  to  power,  that  a 
^wayman  has  the  power  to  rob  you,  though  the  deed  be 
crime  againft  Divine  and  human  laws.  Mr.  Fot  conceived 
me  was  a  power  veiled  in  the  jury  to  judge  of  law  and  IziEk^ 
teften  at  they  were  united;  and  if  the  jury  were  not  tq  be 
aderftood  to  have  a  right  to  exercife  thaf  power,  the  con* 
ftotion  Would  never  have  entrufted  them  with  it.  That 
le  conflitiition  fhould  have  entrufted  to  the  jury  a  power 
Incb  was  never  to  have  been  exercifed,  was,  he  declared^ 
ryond  jiis  compreheniion.    He  thought  it  proper  to  attend 
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to  the  few  arguments  which  he  found  on  the  other  tin  4 
the  queftion,  and  which  all  went  on  grounds  that  ftruck  kii 
mind  as  different  from  this.  He  could  not  view  thelavaot 
fa£i  in  any  other  light,  as  feparate,  but  as  a  confuiioa  4 
ideas  in  thofe  who  granted  the  firft  principle,  ad  tpufiiemm 
fadi  Mon  refpondent  judices ;  ad  qurflionem  Ugis  noti  reffsiM 
juratores. 

Mr«  Fox  begged  leave  to  enquire  into  this  a  little :  who 
a  man  was  accufed  of  murder,  a  crime  confiding  of  law  ai 
faft,  the  jury  every  day  found  a  verdift  of  guilty ;  the  jor 
felt  themfelves,  in  that  cafe,  bound  to  judge  both  the  law  an 
the  hGt.  How,  Mr.  Fox  afked,  did  they  do  this }  B7  th 
advice  of  the  Judges.  Here  again,  he  faid,  witiiout  oeA 
ling  about  words,  it  was  fair  to  infer,  that  the  Judge  wh 
advifed  the  jury,  advifed  them  only  in  cafes  where  they  hi 
jurifdi£lion.  If  the  jurifdiflion  had  been  in  the  Cear^  ai 
not  at  all  in  the  jury,  the  Judge  would  have  prevented  A 
latter  from  afling  altogether,  and  would  have  taken  the  jii 
rifdidlion  to  himfelf,  but  they  knew  it  was  the  provineei 
the  jury  to  judge  of  law  and  fad: ;  and  this  was  the  cafeool 
of  murder  only,  but  of  felony,  high  treafon>  and  of  ever 
other  criminal  indi£lment.  Libels  were  the  only  excepM 
the  fmgle  anomaly,  and  if  it  were  fo,  it  was  a  great  one  i* 
deed.  When  he  turned  his  thoughts  towards  the  decifion 
of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  it  was  with  all  the  refpe&  andrm 
rence  due  to  his  charader,  his  do6lrine'on  libels  amooaU 
to  this :  toconfider  a  verdi£l  on  the  cafe  of  a  libel  in  the  ni 
ture  of  a  fpecial  verdi£t.  In  that  cafe,  therefore,  the  j«1 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  were  compelled  to  give  a  fpecial  verdi<9,wwi 
ought  ,to  be  always  matter  of  choice ;  but  on  this  th< 
not  left  to  their  choice.  There  was  a  velry  material  di 
between  a  fpecial  verdiA,  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,  and 
fpecial  verdidts.  In  the  latter  cafe,  the  Court  muft,  hebb 
ferved,  give  its  opinion  with  regard  to  the  law,  but  JQa^ 
tial  verdi£t  for  a  libel,  no  fuch  thing  took  place^  and  did 
was  no  neccflity  for  the  Court  to  give  any  opinion,  unle6l 
motion  was  made  in  arreft  of  judgement.  On  a  fpecial  vtf 
di£ty  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel,  judgement  followed,  unlefsana 
tion  was  made  to  arreft  the  judgemenr ;  whereas  they  coid 
not  do  fo  in  cafes  of  murder,  or  of  felony;  in  hSt^  ^ 
could  not  do  fo  in  any  other  cafe  whatever.  Without  aaf 
declaration  from  the  Court  or  jury,  judgement,  it  had  \f0t 
held,  (hould  follow ;  and  in  caies  of  libels,  if  what  Loii 
Mansfield  faid  wet-e  true,  it  did  follpw.  The  jury  found tbi 
publication  and  inuendos,  and  yet  what,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  ha 
been  proved  againft  the  defendant  ?  Nothing.  All  that  ap 
peared  was,  that  a  man  had  written  a  book  which  linghtbfl 
perhaps,  innocent,  perhaps  meritoriotts :  the  Court  had  piA 
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10  judgement  upon  it ;  the  jury  had  given  no  verdiA  in  it  i 
>ot  though  no  guilt  had  been  proved,  vet  as  a  motion  had 
iiot  been  made  in  arreft  of  judgement,  he  muft  be  puniflied 
U  a  libeller. 

Was  it,  Mr.  Fox  afked,  agreeable  to  the  law  of  England, 
that  the  onus  fliould  lie  on  the  perfoa  accufed,  to  prove  his 
Innocence,  and  not  on  thofe  who  accufed  him,  to  prove  his 
railt }  The  arguments  on  this  fubjedt  were  chiefly  drawn 
St>m  authorities,  and  if  the  Houfe  thought  it  worth  their 
li^hile  to  go  into  a  Committee,  they  would  find  thofe  autho* 
^ties  extremely  inconclufive.  Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  if 
She  jury  had  no  jurifdidlion  over  libels,  the  Counfel  became 
ibellers  for  fpeaking  before  a  tribunal  which  had  no  juiifdic* 
;ton;  their  eloquent  fpeeches  to  heighten  the  enormity  of 
9ie libel  charged,  on  this onehand,  and  their  exculpatory  ha« 
raogues  in  favour  of  the  delinquent  on  the  other,  were  not 
)Kdy  needlefs  but  improper.  If  the  Court  were  found  in  their 
kw,  they  would  not,  hefaid,  permit  fuch  pieces  of  eloquence 
^  be  delivered*  In  the  cafe  of  the  King  againfl  the  Dean  of 
n»  Afaph,  the  Judge  ilated,  that  he  fufFered  it,  in  order  to 
Sttisfy  the  minds  of  ftanders  b*y.  When  a  jury  was  in  d 
Dourt  of  Juflice,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the  innocence  or 
piilt  of  a  man,  and  they  did  not  enquire  into  the  criminality 
It  all,  but  only  enauired  into  the  fa6l  of  publication,  the 
pounfel  get  up  to  Ipeak  on  one  fide  of  the  ^ueflion ;  and  as 
Diat  was  an  irregularity,  the  Counfel  on  the  other  fidemufl: 
^indulged  with  an  anfwer;  and  thus,  one  irregularity  was 
^mnitted  after  another,  as  was  fometimes  the  cafe  in  that 
Plpufe*  Could  he  believe  that  Lord  Mansfield,  whofe  in- 
li^rity  as  a  Judge  no  man  Would  difpute,  (hould  fall  intoopi- 
lions  fo  little  fitting  his  high  fituation,  and  his  dignified  cha- 
ffer !  His  Lordihip  had,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  got  into  a 
Ktuation  which  there  was  no  defending,  without  departing 
^m  that  meeknefs  of  heart  fo  peculiar  to  his  Lordfliip* 
Hiere  was  fome  (hade  of  difference,  certainly,  in  the  argu- 
B^nt  betwen  that  noble  Earl  and  his  colleagues.  He  had, 
Mn  Fox  faid,  laid  it  down  throughout,  tliat  it  was  unne* 
^eflary  to  prove  malice ;  at  the  fame  time  he  agreed,  that  , 
:he  defendant,  if  he  bring  any  witnelTes  or  evidence  to  rebut 
die  prefumption'of  guilt  which  lay  againft  him,  might  pro- 
luce  fuch  witnefTes  or  evidence,  and  on  that  the  jury  would 
torm  their  judgement.  Mr.  Fox  wiftied  this  to  beconfidered 
I  little;  he  could  not  help  faying  that  there  appeared  to  be 
Ibmething  of  confuiion  in  the  noble  EarPs  ideas  of  that  fub- 
jefi.  He  did  not  want  proof  of  the  malice,  for  the  publica* 
fjba  would  be  fufficient  ground  to  infer  malice  or  not.  In 
safe  of  murder,  a  man  might  fav,  he  did  not  want  any  proof 
of  malice,  bec^ufe  the  faS  fpoke  the  malice  ;  but  then,  let 
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the  reafon  be  Aated  why  proof  of  malice  was  not  necefiary 
the  fad  was,  that  proof  of  maHce  was  not  wanted,  becaufeic 
was  evident  that  it  did  exift.  ^  What,  Mr.  Fox  afked,  wji 
the  cafe  of  libels  ?  No  proof  was  deemed  neceflary,  but  tl» 
bare  puUlication  was  taken  to  be  fufficient  proof.  He  (houUi 
he  fail),  illuflratei  as  wet)  as  he  could,  the  policy  and  lega* 
lity  of  bringing  evidence  to  rebut  a  prefumption  drawn  froof- 
this  circumilnnce.  A  prefumption  was  not  a  thing  diftinft 
from  proof,  but  was  a  fpecies  of  proof,  of  proof  inconclufivft 
till  tlie  contrary  was  eftablifhed.  The  noble  Lord  might 
hear  what  lie  pleafed  to  rebut  this.  If  the  jury  could  hear' 
the  evidence,  they  mu ft  judge  of^he  evidence;  they  zsoft 
include  a  judgement  on  the  prefumption;  and  they  rouftdor 
tliat  by  weighing  the  prefumption  and  evidence,  and  by  com* 
paring  the  one  with  the  other;  and  therefore,  the  moroeat 
that  it  was  admitted  that  they  could  bring  evidence  tp  rebut 
the  original  prefumption,  they  muA  judge  of  that  prefump* 
tion  ;  for  they  can  only  judge  of  the  evidence,  by  comparing 
it  with  the  prefumption*  If,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  were  of  opi- 
nion that  the  jury  could  not  judge  of  the  innocence  or  goilt 
of  a  paper>  he  mould  tell,  them,  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  dodrine  of  the  noble  Lord, 
(Lord  Mansfield)  which  appeared  to  him  ftrange  and  unac- 
countable. It  was  admitted  not  only  in  cafes  where  there 
were  inuendos,  but  where  a  libel  was  fuppofed  to  be  witlioat 
an  inuendo,  and  where  the  words  were  all  plain  ;  it  was  ad- 
mitted, that  if  a  part  of  a  writing  was  libellous,  and  an- 
other part  not  libellous,  they  had  a  right  to  bring  the  whole 
before  the  jury  in  evidence.  Mr.  Fox  afked,  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  jury  were  to  lo^^k  at  the  whole,  but  that  they  migbt 
know  whether  the  paper  was  libellous  or  not  ?  If  the  jury 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  papcri 
but  were  only  to  gi^e  a  verdidl  on  the  publication,  it  would 
be  perfeflly  idle  and  ridiculous  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  cvi* 
dence  before  the  jury,  who,  as  Lord  Raymond  emphatically 
exprefled  himfelf,  "  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.*  All  the  ad- 
miflions  made  on  that  fide  of  the  queftion,  appeared  to  flie^r 
its  weaknefs,.  and  nothing  remained  to  be  confidered  but  au- 
thority, and  that  authority  he  jQiould  confider  as  fhortly  as 
poflible.  Mr.  Fox  here  confidered  the  opinion  of  Lord  Holt, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Kingr  againft  Vere*  Lord  Holt,  and  two 
or  three  of  the  other  Judges,  did  ex prefflv  declare  their  opi- 
nion on  the  ground  of  the  jury  having  found  frandittm  tt 
malitiofe^  they  thought  theverdicfl  ought  not  to  be  arrc/W- 
In  the  cafe  of  the  Kin^;  againft  Touchin,  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Holt  was  direflly  the  revtrfe  of  what  it  was  in  the  for- 
mer cafes,  and  he  left  th6  criminality  generally  to  the  jury. 
3  '        .  h 
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In  1 73 1,  in  the  time  of  Lord  Raymond,  the  prefent  do£lrine 
of  libels  was  introduced^  But  although  this  dodrine  had 
been  univerfallj  held  during  fixty  years,  he  hoped  no  man 
would  contend  that  it  ought  to  be  law.  Indeed  that  principle 
pf  law  wa<  fo  ahfurd,  fo  vicious,  fo  untenable,  and  fo  impof- 
iible  to  hold  confiftently,  that  in  the  practice  of  this  reign, 
pnd  efpecially  in  the  pra£lice  of  Lord  Mansfield  himfelf,  it 
was  not  adhered  to.  In  the  cafe  of  the  King  againft  VVood- 
hl\}  the  principle  was  flightly  touched  upon;  but  in  the  cafe 
of  the  King  againft  Home,  there  was  a  complete  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  arguments  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine) 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  follow  in  that  place.  He  faid,  ' 
fcehad  the  notes  on  this  hufinefs  from  others,  and  he  enter- 
tained not  a  doubt  but  that  they  were  correft,  though  he 
would  not  vouch  for  their  authencity.  Mr.  Fox  then  read  a 
long  extraA  of  the  fumming  up  of  Lord  Mansfield,  at  GuihK 
hall,  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  againft  Home;  Lord  Mansfield 
had  at  that  time  faid,  that  it  was  a  matter  for  the  judgement 
of  the  jury,  and  that  they  were  to  decide  on  the  criminality. 
Thefe  were  nearly  his  words:  "  You  will  judge  whether  it 
•*  conveys  a  harmlefs,  innocent  propofition,  for  the  good  and 
"  welfare  of  this  kingdom,  the  I'upportof  the  legiflative  Go- 
**  vernment,  and  the  King's  authority,  according  to  law ; 
"  or  whether  it  is  not  denying  the  Government  and  legifla- 
*^  tive  authority  of  England,  and  juftifying  the  Americans, 
"  &c. ;  and  if  it  was  intended  to  convey  that  meaning,  there 
"  can  be  little  doubt  whether  that  is  an  arraignment  ef  the 
5*  Government,  and  of  the  troops  employed  by  them  or  not. 
"  But  that  is  a  matter  for  your  judgement.  You  will  judge 
"  of  the  meaning  of  it;  you  will  judge  of  the  fubjedt  to  which 
"  it  is  applied,  and  if  it  is  a  criminal  arraignment  of  thefe 
**  troops,  a£ting  under  the  orders  of  the  officers  enp^oyed  by 
**  the  Government  of  this  country,  you  will  find  your  ver^ 
"  difi  one  way;  but  if  you  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  contefl 
"  is  to  reduce  innocent  fubjefls  to  ilavery,  and  that  they 
**  were  all  murdered,  why  then  you  may  form  a  different 
"  condufion  with  regard  to  the  meaning  and  applicattoo  of 
"  this  paper.**  This  dodlrine  was  completely  denied  in  the 
cafeof  the  King  and  Shipley.  If  thefe  accounts,  faidMr.Fox, 
were  correS,  that  great  and  refpeflahle  autliority.  Lord 
Mansfield,  was  not  perfe<aiy  confiftent  with  himfelf.  In  the. 
cafeof  the  King  againft  Home,  they  were  to  cnnfider  the 
publication,  and  from  the  nature  of  it,  and  alfo  from  other 
circumftances,  to  infer  the  intent  of  the  perlbn  accufed, 
^0  gentleman  could  fuppofe  that  he  meant  to  lower  that 
great  and  refpeftable  man ;  but  he  could  not,  Mr.  Fox  laid, 
do  juftice  to  the  fubjeS  without  ftating  the  inconfiftencies  he 
^ad  enumerated.      It  was  not  with  a  view  to  diminifh  the  '^ 
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refpeA  that  be  entertained  for  that  able  Magifirate,  but  it 
{hewed  that  with  all  his  abilities  he  could  not  be  confifisii^ 
and  was  obIige<l  to  waver.  The  incdnfiflency  of  great  n 
proved,  and  there  was  no  man  fo  great,  either  in  biflorjA 
romance,  againft  whom  inconfiftency  could  not  be  proved 
that  ther^  were  doArines  which  could  not  be  fupported;  anl 
fuch  inconfiftency,  was  generally  much  more  the  fault rf 
the  doctrines  themfelves,  than  ot  thofe  who  adopted  ihem 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  hitherto  confidered  thefubjedasie' 
lating  to  libels,  and  to  libels  only.  He  meant  to  fbte  it  witii 
refpefl  to  another  point  of  ftill  more  importance,  namd^ 
with  regard  to  high  treafon.  i  He  believed  it  was  on  all  haM 
admitted,  that  a  writing  might  be  an  overt  aS  of  treafitt} 
but  he  was  aware  that  it  was  not  generally  or  univerlally  al- 
lowed to  be  fo.  If  a  writing  were  confidered  as  an  oval 
aft  of  treafon,  it  was  always  foftated  in  the  indidmenti  m 
h^c  verboj  which  was  neceffary  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel.  Thl 
fubftance  of  high  treafon  was  fufficient;  but  the  words  ofi 
libel  mud,  he  obferved,  be  fet  out  verbatim  in  the  indift* 
tnent.  He  wilhed,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  to  know  a  fad  ^ichh 
had  aiked  of  many  gentlemen^  and  in  reply  to  which  hehai 
received  a  Variety  of  anfwers.  He  wiflied  to  alk,  if  a  jarji 
in  the  cafe  of  libels,  could  only  judge  of  the  publication,  be* 
caufe  it  appeared  on  the  record  ?  On  the  very  fame  principll 
on  which  this  could  J|e  done,  all  the  doArines  relative  to  li* 
bels  applied  to  high  treafon.  Suppofe,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  thef 
had  a  right  to  try  me  for  high  treafon ;  for  a  writing,  thtf 
which  was  confidered  by  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  as  ai 
overt  afi,  the  Court  had  a  right  to  fay  to  the  jury,  *'Cooi 
fideronly  whether  the  criminarpubliuied  the  paper;  do  not 
confider  the  nature  of  it ;  do  not  confider  whether  it  was  tte» 
fonable,  whether  tlie  overt  afi  it  intended  was  to  accompiiik 
the  King*s  death ;  (for  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  that&ft 
would  depend  on  the  words  fet  out  on  the  face  of  therecoid) 
and  the  accufed  perfon  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  (if  09 
perfon  make  a  motion  in  arreft  ofiudgement)  let  bim  bi 
hajiged  and  quartered."  Would  Englifhmen  endure  tbit 
this  (hould  be  the  cafe  ?  Could  men  permit  death  to  be  iih 
flifled,  without  a  jury  having  had  an  opportunity  of  ddi* 
vering  their  fentiments  or  verdifl,  whether  the  individual 
was  or  was  not  guilty  ?  If  this  dodrine  were  true,  Mr.  Fol 
Jhid,  and  applied  to  high  treafon,  then  the  overt  afl  wasun* 
neceflary  ;  the  perfon  who  wrote  the  paper  would  confefs  b 
publifhed  it ;  he  would  not  have  a  word  to  fay  in  hisdefeoo^ 
and  he  muft  have  been  found  guilty,  not  of  a  mifdemeanoit 
but  of  high  treafon.  His  liberty  and  life  were  not  to  depend 
on  the  verdift  of  twelve  perfons,  but  on  four  lawyers;  be 

did 
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fid  not  mean,  he  (aid,  to  fpeak  with  difrefpe&  ef  the  Judges  ; 
imt  his  verdi^  muft  depend  on  four  men,  who  drew  their  de* 
ioQions  from  books>  and  not  from  &£ls  and  the  circum^ 
lynces  of  the  tiroes.  A  man  might  thus  be  in  a  fituation  to  ' 
|»fehis  life,  without  the  jndjgement  of  his  Peers.  This  noint 
ITM  ftronger  ui  thfs  cafe  ot  high  treafon  than  in  that  of  It- 
Ms,  but  it  was  only  ftronger,  inafmuch  as,  to  a  man,  death  ^ 
in%  of  more  importance  than  temporary  confinement. 

He  wiflied,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  to  know  whether  that  doArine 
of  libels  did  or  did  not  extend  to  high  treafon  >  The  Houfe» 
pe  laid,  would  obferve  that  he  had  confined  himielf  chiefly 
tt>  the  cafe  of  feditious  libels,  and  altogether  to  the  cafe«of 
criminal  profecutions  for  libels.  With  refpefl  to  all  libels 
which  Were  profecuted  by  civil  fuits,  and  them  only,  there 
iras  a  difference  between  them  and  criminal  profecutions.— 
In  criminal  profecutions,  the  thing  .to  be  confidered  was  the 
|QiIt  of  the  criminal ;  in  civil  profecutions,  befides  the  guilt 
ef  the  ofiender,  there  was  the  redrefs  to  which  the  plaintiff 
wa  entitled,  by  way  of  dam^es.  A  criminal  profecution, 
therefore,  and  a  mere  civil  aaion  for  damages,  ftooil  on  fe« 
prate  and  diftinft  grounds.  There  was,  Mr.  Fox  obferved, 
one  or  two  cafes  which  had  been  commonly  ftated,  and 
which  he  wiflied  to  ftate,  in  order  to  fliew,  that  although 
the  perfon  injured  mieht  have  redrefs,  vet  it  was  to  be  ob^ 
taioed  on  the  proof  of  malice.  In  illuftration  of  his  argu- 
ment, "he  ftated  the  foppofed  cafe  of  a  gentleman  wifliing  to 
know  the  charaAer  of  a  fervant,  who  had  been  formerly  in 
his  (Mr.  Fox's)  fervice.  Perhaps,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  I  ftate  his 
chanSer  to  be  that  of  a  perfon  addiAed  to  drinking,  neglect* 
fbl  of  his  duty,  and  not,  in  my  opinion,  perfefUy  honeft. 
No  aAion,  he  obferved,  could  be  maintained  againft  the 
mafterby  the  fervant,  even  though  his  mafler  had  called 
him  a  thief,  if  it  had  been  true,  unlefs  the  fervant  could 
prove  that  his  mafter  had  done  it  from  motives  of  malice. 
Mr.  Fox  cited  another  cafe  from  the  Star  Chamber,  a  cafe 
which  fi^U  under  the  fame  rule  precifely    with  the  laft,  ^ 

viz.  that  of  a  man's  writing  to  inform  a  father  that  his  foQ 
Was  addiAed  to  vicious  courfes,  and  admonifliing  him  to  en- 
deavour to  reclaim  him.  In  that  cafe,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the 
letter  had  not  been  held  to  be  defamatory,  but  reformatory. 
There  were  ieveral  other  cafes,  he  obferved,  that  had  a  great 
^embbnce  to  libels  ;  as,  for  inftance,  the  cafe  of  threaten- 
iog  letters.  He  ftated  one  which  had  been  tried  before  Mr. . 
Baron  Hotham,  for  whom  he  entertained  ai  very  high  refpe£t.  , 
He  thought  that  learned  Judge  had  z&cd  with  perfed  pro- 
priety in  leaving  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  paper  to  the 
confideration  of  the  jury* 
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Mr.  Fox  faid,  although  he  had  been  able  to  (hew  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  law  of  libels  was  contrary  to  thr  onginal 
principles  of  law,  and  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  jfl^ 
^hen  he  would  fuggeft  a  remedy  for  thefe  evils,  he  foinii 
himfelf  incapable  of  doing  it,  without  the  afCftance  of  the 
Houfe.  If  the  Committee  were  clear  as  to  the  law  ont^ 
fub]e(5>,  he  thought  their  wifeft  and  moft  proper  mea'^onT 
would  be  to  enadt  a'  declaratory  law  refpefling  it.  If  tlMT 
Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  high  authorities  on  tT 
other  fide  of  the  queflion,  made  the  law  doubtful,  they  roigtt| 
fettle  the  law  upon  the  fubjedt  in  future,  vithout  any  regarl 
to  what  it  had  been  in  time  paft.  Before  he  difmifTed  the 
furjeft  of  libels,  Mr.  Vox  faid,  he  would  refrefh  their  me* 
mo  ies  with  what  he  had  faid  on  fpecial  vcrdid)s;  and  wh^ 
lie  faid  on  that  fubjeil,  he  declared  he  did  not  fay  wirhodti 
mature  confideration.  T  he  Court  aflerted,  that  alt  verdifll' 
on  libels  were  of  the  nature  of  fpecial  verdicts;  and  yel  W 
was  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  if  another  kind  of  fpe- 
cial verditS,  vi/..  the  verditEb  properly  ft>  denominated,  weit 
given,  i^  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe.  If  a  report  of  fpf^' 
cial  verdi£\  was  made,  without  the  word  *  guilty,*  nojudgev- 
inent  could  follow ;  they  were,  therefore,  only  deceiving; 
the  jury.  All  this,  Mr,  rox  faid,  had  been  very  fully  ftated; 
in  tiie  cafe  of  the  King  and  the  Dean  of  St.  Afbph,  and  a^ 
forde«l  a  very  ftrong  argument  for  the  fide  which  he  liad  ef- 
poufed.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  in  all  cafes  of  libel%: 
the  jury  fhould  be  permitted  to  give  a  general  verdid,  aodtof' 
judge  of  the  intention,  as  w^ll  as  of  the  publication. 

Mr.  Fox  having  finiftied  thefubjedl  of  libels,  wiflied  t» 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  aaother  fubje6k  of  very 
great  importance;  but  this,  he  faid,  he  fhould  do  in  ascon- 
cife  a  manner  as  poflible.  By  a  /latute  of  Queen  Anne,  fet 
regulating  proceedings  by  ^uo  warranto^  every  corporatcf 
might  intorni  himfeU  of  the  corporate  fituation  of  any  Bur- 
gefs  of  tbe  fame  borough.  Any  private  man  might  rtiake 
his  application,  and,  according  to  a  late  opinion,  the  Court 
has  a  difcretionary  power  of  granting  or  refufing  ix,  as  they 
think  fit.  Another  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  was,  that  the 
Court  had  no  fuch  difcretion  ;  the  former  opinion,  howcveff 
w:is  the;  heft.  The  Attorney  General  might  alfo,  of  hisown 
authority,  move  for  informations,  in  the  nature  of  qu^  iiw* 
roTitOy  as  well  as  others.  The  Court  of  King's  Bench  had 
endeavoured  to  lay  down  a  rule  to  guide  their  difcretion; 
Lord  Mansfidd  had  laid  down  twenty  years  asthefpaccof 
time  after  which,  in  no  cafes,  applications  fhould  be  made 
to  difturb  men  in  their  f ranch ifes;  and  even  within  that  time  , 
the  Court  very  frequently  refu fed  fuch  applications;  bat 
about  two  terms  ago,  the  Court  of  Kiijg'^  ^S^.  ^^^  g^otly 
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lortcned  the  period  within  which  people,  might  apply  for 
xch  informations.  They  had  determined. if  a  man  had  en- 
3yed  his  franchifcs  without  interruption  for  the  fpace  of  fx 
«ars,  he  fliould  never  he  called  upon  after  that  period.  Mr. 
'ox  wiflied  to  <ay  a  very  few  Words  on  the  wifdom  of  this 
egulation.  He  thought  the  rule  ought  only  to  have  heen 
rofpeAive  and  not  retrofpeflive.  1  he  Court  fliould  have 
ivcn  notice  of  their  intended  rule  feme  time  before  it  began 
0 operate,  becaufe  people  knowing  that  the  law  allowed 
bem  twenty  years,  ufually  thought  they  had  abundance  of 
[me,  and  therefore  lay  by.  This  was  not  only  unfair,  but 
;  was  unjufl. 

There  was  another  very  ferious  view  in  which  he  faid  the 

Dbje6l  might  be  taken  into  confideration.     That  Houfe,  a$ 

igilant  guardians  of  the  conftitution,  oi3ght  to  watch  againft 

n  pofiBble   inroads.     The   Attorney   deneral,    as  already 

bted,  could  of  authority  move  for  informations.     Privata 

jfcbjecSls  were  confined,  within  fix  years;  the  King's  Attor- 

cy  General,    however,  was  fuhjefled  to  no  fueh  inconve- 

lience,  being  wholly  unlimitted  in  point  of  time.     It  always 

appened,  that  the  King's  Minifters  were  more  or  lefscon- 

emed  in  elections;  and,  confequently,  the  Attorney  Gene* 

al  might  move  for  a  great  many    informations  againft  thofe 

rho  were  not  friendly  to  him  or  his  afiTociates.     As  the  law 

•rfore  ftated,  this  was  attended  with  no  inconvenience,  be- 

aafeif  A.  moved  againft  B.'s  eleflors,  B.  might  move  in  his 

nrn  againft  the  electors  of  A.     But  by   the  laft  rule  of  the 

J^urt  of  King's  Bench,  private  men   were  greatly  cramped 

nd  confined;  whereas  the  Attorney  General,    on  the  part 

f  the  King,  might  move  at  any  time,  and  hence  the  maxim 

uUkm   umpus  occurrit   regh      Corporators -after  fix  years, 

rcre  fafe  againft  every  man  but  the  King,  fo  long  as  they 

lercifed  their  franchifes  in  a  way  not  hurtful  to  the  intereft 

ft]i«King;  but   if  they  were  to   cxercife   their  privileges 

ontrary  to  the  interefts  of  the  Crown,  the  King's  Attorney 

ieneral   might   come  and  take  their  franchifes  from  them. 

rfiis,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was  an  immenfe  additional  weight  to 

Se  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and   might  prove  extremely  *" 

angerous  to  the  liberty  of  the   |)eople.      The  remedy  he 

jinr  to  pro|>ofe,  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfe£lly  uncxcep- 

lable.     He  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  ftatute,  regulat- 

the  condufl   of  the  King's   Bench,  with  regard  to  the 

ntingoffuch    informations,    and  giving  double  cofts  in 

esoffrivoloas  applications.     He  confid.red   it    as  highly 

ODVenient,  that  the  rule  of  limitation  of  the  King's  Bench 

not  exceed  the  length  of  a  Parliament,  and  he  wifhed  it, 

oh/ious  reafons,  to  extend   to  eight  or  nine  years.     He 

jth«r  thought,  that  th«p  power  of  the  Attorney  General,  in 
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this  rerpefty  Ihould  be  taken  away,  or  at  leaft  afcertaiiiedj 
and  that  the  Crown  and  the  fubjeA  ihould  ftacid  precifi^ 
upon  a  level.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  ftated  all  the  antttl 
that  occurred  to  him  as  the  ground  for  going  into  a  Cmd 
tnittee.  If  anj  gentleman  had  anj  additioiul  groondsi  p 
could  wifh  him  to  ftate  them. 

Mr.  Fox.  proceeded' to  obferve,   that  there  waSfOnl 
fubjedt  of  libels,  one  great  and  popular  topic,  which  he| 
omitted,  without  having  faidany  thing  upon  it.    He  dechr 
he  had  not  forgotten  it,   but  had  purpofely  omitted  it* 
was  a  queftion  that  had  been  much  canvafled  in  the  1 
Tiz.  the  doArine  that  truth  was  not  only  notajuflific 
but  a  libel  was  more  a  libel  becaufe  it  was  true.    With  1 
to  this  queftion,  he  ihould  not  meddle  with  it, 
conceived  it  to  be  a  moft  difficult  queftion.    To  lay  1 
truth  was  not  fometimes  a  juftification,  would  bemr  i 
traordinary  indeed ;   and  yet  there  certainly  were  caieftj 
which  truth  would  not  be  a  juftification  but  an  aigraftt 
Suppofe,  for  inftance,  a  man  had  any  peribnal  deldSori 
fortune,  any  thing  difagreeable  about  his  body,  or  was  n  ' 
tunate  in  any  of  his  relations,    and'  that  smy  perfon 
about  expofing  him  on  thofe  accounts,   for  the  pu 
malice,  and  that  all  thefe  evils  were  day  after  day  I 
forward,  to  make  a  man's  life  unhappy  to  himfelf,  and  ( 
ing  to  hold  him  out  as  the  cbjtSt  of  undeierved  coBll 
and  ridicule  to  the  world,  which  was  too  apt  to  con6te| 
dividuals  as  contemptible  for  their  misfortunes,  rather! 
odious  for  their  crimes  and  vices  I  Would  any  man  tdll 
that  in  cafes  of  that  fort,  the  truth  was  not  rather  aus 
vation?  On  the  other  hand,  in  queftions  relating  tO| 
men;  verity,  with  refped  to  public  meafures,  ought  l|J 
held  to  be  a  complete  juftification  of  a  libel,   if  it  coni* 
called  a  libel  in  that  fituation.    Mr.  Fox  faid  farthcfi 
if  any  man  had  ftated  any  thing  that  was  of  great  imp 
upon  its  being  taken  amifs  by  another,  the  truth  ofiw] 
could  be  proved,  was  not  only  a  mitigation,    but,  h 
mind,  a  complete  juftification.     He  would  ail^  tfam 
how  long  were  they  to  be  negligent  about  the  rights  of  j<l 
It  behoved  thjc  Houfe  to  be  anxious  to  eftabliih   thofe  nd 
and  bj  that  means  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  pre&^ 
conceived,  that  the  beft  way  would  be,  to  permit  ertfTj 
fendant  to  prove  the  truth  of  a  libel,  if  he  thought pH 
and  then  to  confider  what  eSe&  that  ought  tohafi^  \ 
ther.  it  amounted  to  a  juftification  or  otherwife,  andttl 
SiffeSt  the  judgement  either  way  in  proportion*    HeAfl 
however,   mean  to  bring  this  forward,   unlefs  it  IB  ^ 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.    God  knew  1 
had  ventured  to  bring  forward  was  much  beyond  his  f 
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md  he  Ihdut J  hot  have  brought  it  forward,  ff  he  haj  no) 
Kought  it  a  duty  which  lie  owed  to  the  public,  and  the 
Dotis  particularly  at  this  time,  when  it  was  the  fufhion  to  go 
Dtodifcaffions  on  the  theory  of  the  conftitotion  for  various 
wrpofes. 

Mr.FoX  faid^  they  ought  to  confider  the  main  fpring 
ipon  which  ihe  conftitution  turned.  They  all  knew  therd 
pere  two  or  three  gi eat  fpringsupon  which  it  turned,  and 
t  was  the  indifpenfibU  doty  of  that  Houfe,  as  for  as  it  could^ 
b  keep  thoft  fprings  in  p^rfefi  ftrength  and  vigour.  He 
bought  he  faW,  amidft  all  the  minuter  parts,  the  two  moft 
iBportant  of  thefe  main  fprings,  viz*  the  reprefentation  of 
he  people  through  the  medium  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  jnri^ 
leal  power  of  the  people  through  the  medium  of  juries; 
ndit  appeared  to  him,  that  even  although  the  other  parts  of 
lie  fyftem  fell  into  diforder,  yet,  if  thefe  main  fprings  were 
teferved  in  full  vigour,  the  I'eft  might  be  repaired;  but  if 
\iek  two  fprings  gave  way,  ail  the  reft  muft  fall  completely 
ideftrufkion.  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  had  always  oon-^ 
dered  the  powers  and  privileges  of  that  Houfe  to  be  tbkll 
■tt  ^  the  conftitatien  which  they  were  obliged  to  watch 
rcr,  and  obliged  to  maintain.  Another  thing  of  infinite 
Dportance  was  the  right  of  the  trial  by  jury.  This,  he  faid,' 
Mildr  not  be  complete,  urtlefs,  in  every  criminal  cafe,  where 
)A  bw  and  fvfl  were  mixed,  the  jury  were  the  judges ; 
id  nnlefi  the  intention  was  to  be  decided  by  the  jury,  and 
M  by  men  who*  could  only  judge  by  means  of  books,  and 
lany  fuWleties  and  difti^Aions,  but  could  never  find  out 
ke  heart  (if  man,  and  diftinguifii  between  his  anions. 
Mr«  Fox  begged  that  he  might  not  be  told  by  any  gentle* 
11^  **  you  have  done  mudh  right  and  much  wrong,  but  on 
account  of  what  is  wrong  you  fhall  not  obtain  what  if 
Iffood.**  He  faid^  he  was  willing  to  take  one  half,  nay* 
b  fiourthy  or  any  thing  that  be  could  get,  rather  thaii  loie 
i  wtidle*  He  thought  he  had  done  his  duty  in  bringing 
m^ard  the  bofinefs,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  a  majority 
r  going  into  the  Committee.  Mr.  Fox  here  rook  notice- 
ai  fimikfr  motion  that  bad  been  brought  fokward  in  the* 
insfe  of  Commons  fome^years  agoby  that  found  conftitu^ 
mad  Lawyer,  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  who  had  brought  for- 
irdtficr  fdfajedr  in  a  more  mafterly  and'fcientific  manner^ 
in  he  was  able  to  do.  F]e  eonfefled  he  had  been  oner  of 
sfewhoToted  agsfinft  tHat  motion,  v^hich  was  rejeded  oni 
Minlt  of  certain  doubts  that  were  entertained  cbnceming  tt,  ^ 
I  afeurtfiar  it  might  weaken  the  authority  of  the  Court' 
Sting's  Berich,  fltc.  but  upon  refleftion  he  now  thought- 
r  fe^ifons  had  been  weAmA  ill  founded;  In  the  cafe  of  the 
kfgagaiaftTopbaiB^  Mr.  Fo<  faid,  tiier&was.foiiie  ^oQ^oale 
W^L^XXIX.  3O  for    « 
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for  the  Chief  Jqftice  agrceiag^  with  him.  On  tiie  prdeot: 
occafion^  he  was  glad  tografp  at  any  thing;  and  the  Hoofe: 
muft  now  fpeak  out  plainly,  and  fay  whether  they  meant  ta* 
confirm  the  rights  of  juries,  or  to  vote  againft  the  righttiaf 
juries,  and  to  add  the  weight  of  Parliament  to  the  weight  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  Mr.  Fox  declared,  before  be 
(at  down,  that  he  had  intended  to  bring  forward  this  bufioefc 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  Parliament,  but  had  been  picventet 
by  other  bufinefs ;  and  another  confideration  for  his  defer-^ 
ring  it,  was,  the  expectation  and  hope  of  his  having  the  aUe- 
afliftance  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Erlkine) 
an  expedation  and  liope  in  which  he  had  not  been  difappointed/ 
His  honourable  and  learned  friend  would  now  have  an  op^ 
pertonity  tacrown  the  work  which  he  had  fo  nobly  begwi^ 
and  g^ve  hk  fanAion  to  an  a£k  of  Parliament  to  infore  to  his 
country,  and  to  pofterity,  'the  real  exiftence  of  thofe  r^tt 
and  priYiieges,  the  theory^of  whith  he  had  formerly  defended 
fo  eloquently,  (b  ably,  and,  in  point  of  reafon,  fo  triumph* 
antly,  though  in  point  of  events  onfofttnattly  suid  onfttcoefr-^ 
lully/ 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  his  fpeech  with  moving,  ^  That  Af 
^^G^and  Committee  of  Courts  of  Joftice  do  (it  6rtT«et 
f<  day  next^* 
Mr.  MuErfiim^    m  rifing  to  fecond  Mr.  Fox's  tnotioilb  d»* 

tiikinc.  clared  his  inability  fuUy  to  exprefs  the  gratitude  which  k^ 
as  one  of  the  publit/  felt  to  the  riffht  honourable  genCkooMt 
who  had  jail  (at  doWn,  for  this  inftance  of  the  many  endear 
vcmri  which  he  hod  made  to  eftaUifli  the  principles  of  Atf 
conftitution  upon  thehr  tnae  bafis^   and  to  promote  the  heft 
interefts  of  the  country.     The  panegyric  which  had  bam 
made  on  the  argnments- that  he  had  broogbt  forward  oo» 
former  occafion,  muft  indeed  lofe  much  of  its  force,  whe» 
thofe  were  eotnpalred  itith  the  arguments  which  Had  now 
been  advanced,  in  ar  fpeech,  not  more  ifobe  admired  fort]i» 
fplendourofitseIo<}uence,  than  for  the  wonderful  order  aaA 
arrangefnent  of  its  parts,  the  flrong  proof  of  accurate  me* 
mory  that  it  evinced,  the  forcible  manner  in  whidi  tbeibend 
cenftitutional  principles  it  cbntained,  had  been  ftated,  and 
iffwprefled  on  the  minds  of  alt  who  heard  it.     Having  premife^ 
this,  Mr.  £rfk.ine  obferved  that  the  objeds  (^  the  preiimt 
motion  w^e  two:  firft,  the  practice  oftheCoiMt  wMtfe^ 
nrd  to  Kbdis ;  and  fecondl  y,  the  information  by  fart  wmram$9 
The  motion,  lie  trufted,    would  be  tinatiimottfly  adopted^ 
from  the  declaration  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  thit 
whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  rentlemen,  with  regui  to 
a  particular  profecvtron^    he  trerfted  it  would  not  interfcie 
with  their  fenfe  of  the  necefficy  of  attending  to  the  great  and 
general  cbjeSt^    Nothmg  was  fo  well  eakolated  to  provn 
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loW  much  this  unanimity  might  be  expedted,  as  the  circuiil* 
lai^ce,  that,  though  he  differed  with  his  right  honourable 
rtend  with  regard  to  the  particular  profecution^  he  now  rofe 
o  fecond  bis  motion.  He  meant,  however,  likewife,  to 
lifier  in  his  mode  of  treating  the  fubjedl.  His  right  honour- 
ible  friend  had  taken  it  analytically;  he  meant  to  take  it 
he  other  way,  and  infteadof  reafoning  from  any  particular 
tafe  to  the  original  caufes,  to  begin  front  the  origin,  and 
hen  trace  it  in  its  effeds.  The  portions  with  which  he 
rould  fet  out  were, 

ill,  That  the  law  of  Jibels  was  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
Aes,  9xxd  incofififtent  with  tlie  practice,  of  criminal  jo* 
Kce, 

2d)y.  That  it  cramped  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  promoted 
:f  Itcenttoufnefs,  aud  brought  pur  fliK>ft  valuable  privilege  of 
iriet  into  continual  danger. 

3dly^  That  the  evil  was  in  its  prefent  ilage  incura- 
le;  ' 

Lal^y,'  that  the  fubje£l  was  too  complicated  for  any  indi- 
idual  to  bring  in  a  bill  whidi  ihould  fully  anfwer  the  pur- 
rfes  propofed^  and  required  lAmediately  the  interference  of 
heHouie. 

Mr.  £rfl(.ine  faid,  lie  fiiouM  beg  to  enter  his  proteft,  in 
hat  he  was  going  to  fay,  againft  any  idea  of  conveying 
lame  or  ceniure  on  the  conduft  of  any  of  the  Judges.  So 
Ir  was  he  from  entertaininjg  any  intention  of  this  fort,  that 
» was  convinced,  that  if  his  Majefty  ftiould  place  him  ia 
le  fame  fituation,  he  could  not,  conhftently  with  the  con-*' 
Itution,  adopt  any  other  line  of  condvA^  thad  that  which 
u  purfued  by  them. 

Libels,  he  obferved,  might  })e  divided  into  three  claflet. 
^,  Thofe  which  were  fiAjetSs  of  civil  aAion,  as  thofe  which 
Esfled  lives,  piroperty,  liberty,  or  which  occafioned  any 
luai  damage^  adiy,  Thofe  which  were  punifliable  by  in- 
ftment;  which  i«Kluded  ali  that  might  any  wav  difturb 
e  public  peace.  The  third  clafs  took  in  thoie  libels  which 
nre  of  moft  important  <onfideration,  particularly  all  thofe 
kich  had  a  tendency  to  ibw  fedition.  The  law  of  libdst 
r civil  adlions,  lie  (Jiid,  was  as  ancient  as  the  law  itfelf. 
^tatiofj  ought  to,  be  fecured  by  law.^  A  good  name  was 
Property  not  lefs  valuable  than  an  eftate;  and  which,  in 
leofany  injury,  ought  eqUfeilly  to  admit  the  means  of  re« 
^  The  judges,  no  doubt,  were  the  depofitaries  of  law 
matters  of  property.  But  what  had  a  tendency  to  under* 
oe  and  utterly  deftroy  the  conftitution,  was  the  circiim* 
iice  of«€onfotonding  crimes  with  civil  a6lions«  It  was 
•  circumftance,  Mr.  Etfkioe  obferved,  which  brought  into 
urd  our  moft  invaluaUe  privilege  of  jurie$»  a  part  of 
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conftitiition  which  ought tobo  looked  en  with  tho ooft  fmm 
liar  reverence.  The  jury  he  regarded  at  the.QmuMiiL 
Houfe  of  the  judicial  fyAem,  ^s  aftording  that  faftgoad  tH 
|he  peopU'i  which  excluded  th^  eiicroadioientiQfpQver,  z^ 
the  injuries  of  oppreffion.  Gpvernmenty  it  was  w^U  ImlPII 
^'as  nqw.^o  be  fupported  uppi)  the  foundation  <>f  ne^^feib  It 
derived  its  facred  nfiture  from  the  advantages  which  it  pi«g 
^uced  to  its  fuhj#£lsy  ^nd  niaintained  U^  authority  from  tki 
hleffings  whi<;^  were  enjoyed  under  its  adminiftracion.  Thl 
monarchy  of  Great  Britain,  faid  Mr.  Eril^in^  fpr  wh*^  ■• 
man  could  entertain  a  higher  refp^^hail  he  did,  vou\49lt 
exift  one  hour,  if  the  fpiri^  of  the  enqStry  i^f  bis  riglgr  honM 
able  friend  was  not  adopted.  Yet  this  monarchy  he  w«lp 
Vi(h  to  be  immortal.  It  poifdiT^  all  th^  fp^jr  rxecviioa 
pf  the  moft  abfoUue  monarch  jr?  while  ihe  frecdofo  of  An 
moft  perfect  democracy  was  fecured  by  the  c^prefentatiwilt 
the  people  in  the  Houfe  of  C^mmpns,  atid  the.tria}  by  jii|iet» 
Thegrandand  petty  juries  were  placed  as  a  proteflion  l«? 
tween  the  Crown  and  tho^ people;  and  wer^  it'vQtiprflha 
intermediate fecurity  which  they  ;tffbrded,.  theppweK^Al 
Crown  would  crumble  into  duA  the  liberties  of  the  p(«ri|( 
.Yet  he  could  prove,  that  the  trial  by  jury  did  QOlxesiMl 
Ihofe  cafes  which  aiFefled  th«  liberty  of  the  prcft;  bj  ^i^ 
opinions,  y/exf  communicated)  information  ext«iiM>^ 
tfifefls  pro4i|ced,  of  tii^  gr^ateft  i^iagnitude,  in  ^ny  fa^foffll 
national  :|Iarm  and  danger*  The  conilitutiop,  cftotinvejill; 
ipadfs  a  difiefenc^  bet>(voen  civil  a»d  crittF^inai  ^af^$«  fi^tiW 
wasthe  wifery  ofthat  pra^Slice,  which  he  was  nowtofl*- 
A  learned  Judge  had  alledged,  thpt'they  were  eatitW  to# 
ply  the  fame  rules  in  both  cafes.  But  in  order  tp£bo«dM^ 
power  that  was  given  to  the  Judgfs  in  a  civil  cafe)  itutt 
entered  upon  the  record  ;  and  they  afterwards  "wereentjtMi 
if  it  (hould  not  meft  with  their  approbation,  to  fet  afidetk^ 
verdict  of  the  jury/  But  in  a  criminal  cafe  though  it*it 
fUted  upon  the  record,  it  was  necefljary  to  a(k  kave  of ll» 
people,  and  the  jury,  if  they  pleafed,  might  throw  oqt  thi 
bill.  The  did*erence  wskS)  that  in  thp  one  inflanceit  ci«l 
from  the  authority  of  the  Court,  and  in  tl>e  orli^  fr»n»  ^ 
!  authority  of  the,  people*     To  c^iminiih  the  privileges  «f  j»W» 

Mr  Erjfeine  faid,  was  to  throw  aw^y  the  only  fecurity  wUA 
the  people  at  prefent  pofleflod  frorn  the  prerogative  of  tM 
Crown.  In  civil  cafes,  oot  onlir  the  authority  of  the  JeJp* 
waseftabJifhed  to  judgeof  the  law,  but  likcwife  te  prf**^ 
the  jury  from  interfering  with  what  in.  this  refpeft  Wli** 
mediately  under  their  province.  Law  aind  fa4t  i^rerelNp^^ 
.  much  afunderby  the  principle  of  our  «onftitfiibion^  t^ip^ 
aiKlday  by  the  eilabli(hed  fy ftcm  of  natuT'; :  malten  ^^f% 
perty  were  wifely  deemed  too  'mtrk;2|te  fof  ^he  4^fi.«»^ 
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»)ttry.  Buty  «rimii»  wb#fc  nilt  confiftad  in  thtiip  tnteii«^ 
li^P)  w«re  iMcuIUrly  fiu^  fogr  their  confideration»  and 
|9v]d  ^nly  pr<verly  be  afcertained  by  their  verdiA«  In 
jMe^  of  {property,  a  4iew  trial  might  be  moved  for.  But  if 
^  jury  fliould  acquit  a  eriminal,  not  even  tlie  Kii^  could 
ffterwards  attaint  him*  In  the  one  cafe,  the  bufineis  crif i«* 
^ted  from  the  Court,  In  the  other  from  the  people.  In  the 
VDecafi?,  tbQ,|(erclid  might  be  thrown  out,  but  in  the  otbec 
eouldnot. 

^  Mr.  Erlkine  Aatedi  that  by  the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  tbings* 
i^  merely  entering  the  word  literatim^  upon  the  record,  a 
fiaoi  might  be  b^^ged  by  the  Attorney  General  for  high 
tpiaron«  Ju  foch  anexercife.of  authority  as  this^  Mr.Ec- 
^inefaid,  there  was  an  end^f  the  prote^ionof  juries*  la 
the  preioot  way  of  treating  libels,  the  Judge  fays  to  the 
jury*  ^'  If  you  find  the  puUicaticm,  you  are  bound  to  find 
*^  him  guilty;  if  we  find  him  not  guilty  of  a  libel,  there 
*^  may  then  l)e  an  arreft  of  judgement.''  But  fliould  he, 
be  faidf  as  counfel  for  the  defendant,  ipove  nn  arreft  of 
judgement,  upon  the  plea  that  there  was  no  libeU  the 
Jiidges  would  anfwer,  <<  That  the  jury  had  already  found 
H  the  malicious  intention*''  In  fo  enlightened  an  age,  tlie 
abfurdity  of  the  cafe  waa  indeed  aftoni(hing«.  In  the  inftance 
•f  jlduoC  where  the  alternative  waa  either  that  the  individual 
ftould  be  baiu&ed  from  focietv,  or  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
)l»»rd  of  taking  away  the  life  of  another,  at  an  equal  rifque 
of  bis  owns  the  crime  was  murder;  yet  during  the  courfe 
ofltiseicperiMce,  in  fuch  an  inftance,  murder  had  never 
been  fqund.  It  was  however  in  the  power  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  render  it  murder,  by  putting  literatim  upon  the 
record*  If  the  defendant  (ball  appear  guilty  of  all  thofe  fa£ttf 
by  theverdiiSt,  lie  muft  be  found  guilty  ;  but  if  there  (hould 
afterwards  be  difcovered  to  havcexifted  no  malicious  inten- 
tion, judgement  might  be  arretted.  ' 

He  (hould  now,  Mr.  Erikine  continued,  taking  an  oppoflte 
courfe  from  bis  right  honourahle  friend,  enquire  how  the 
evil  began.  He  thought  that  the  Judge  ought  to  ftate  his 
opinion  in  iibeb,  as  in  alt  other  ca^>  and  truft  the  deciiion. 
toihegood  ienfeand  equity  of  the  jurors,  which  he  feldom 
luKw  to.  fail.  Upon  the  revival  pf  tetters,  printing  foon 
^fcovered  the  influence  which  it  poflefled  over  tl>e  ftate,  and 
^ployed  itfelf  in  political  and  theological  difculfion.  The 
Star  Chamber  was  then  tnfiituted  in  order  to  exclude  the 
ioterferenee  of  juries  to  punifh  any  attempt  that  might  be 
nade  to  deted  the  inifcondnfi  of  a  bad  Government,  and  the 
mdrsof  afalfe  religion.  In  wifhing  to  abolifh  this  moit 
^yfannical,  unjuA,  and  oppref&ve  engine  of  power,  the  Star* 
^mber,  it  was.certainly  the  wi(h  of  the  people  to  unite  the    , 
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Iiarmdnibus  fy  ftem  of  Judge  and  jury ;  *  dia  one  ot>iiimiiiikit!» 
mglight  from  the  fources  of  law^  the  other  inveftigaring  dil- 
nacure  of  fads»  and  cooperating  in  die  impartial  executMMilf - 
jnftfce.  After  the  abolition  of  the  Star  Chamber,  thM 
bad  taken  place,  before  the  recorder,  the  trial  of  Penn  JH 
Mead,  who  had  been  accnfed  of  feditioas  preaching  in  GfMi' 
Church.  The  jury  fonnd  only  a  verdid,  guilty  of  fjii  iHi%i 
tofo  many  people;  and  though  the  Judge  fi^t  them  badi|* 
yet  as  they  would  bring  no  other  verdiS,  he  fined  each  f|i 
them  a  few  marks.  One  of  thde  jurors,  a  fecond  HaiB)»di|| 
Kfifted  this  unjull  fentence,  not  on  account  of  the  fmiitli^ 

Juired  to  be  paid,    which  was  triflings    but  becatii^  ii|li 
lould  pay  a  farthing,  he  ikould  regard  liiinrilf  iii  riiliiiiiiriH^ 
to  a  humiliation  dangerous  to   the  liberties  of  hiscooiitri^ 
and  becoming  a  flave  by  his  own  aA.     He  fatd,   he  wmh 
here  quote  a  refpeAabie  authority,  that  there  never  couki  hi 
a  queftion  of  law  unmixed.     There  moft  firft,  he  dbferrti^ 
be  proved  the  hQs   from  which  the  law  was  to  be  miM* 
}f  the  Judge  told  the  jury,  that  unlefs  tliey  aSed  fo  ^nd  §a^ 
they  would  be  tranfgrefling  their  duty,  it  was  putting  tiiaBi 
under  a  reftridion  moj-e  grievous  than  the  penalty  of  iwii^ 
prifonment;  it  was  ah  trnprifonment  of  the  mind.     Thei# 
was  no  fine  to  which  he  ^ould  not  rather  fubmit  than  ftA 
a  reftriflion;  of  a  fine,'  he  knew  the  extent}  and  be  ni^^ii 
confole  himfelf  under  it   with  the  reflecSlion  of  the  lieniil 
that  would  accrue  to  the  country  from  his  verdi&:  botdAi- 
was  wounding  him  on  the  fideot  confcience;  it  was  ftraMi^ 
ing  him  in  the  road  of  duty.     If  the  Judge  and  jury,   tnif^ 
tinued  he,  inllead  of  refpe£ting  in  one  another  the  kii0M^. 
ledge  and  abilities  of  which  both  were  pofified,  inAeaAfr 
co-operating  in  the  fame  great  end,  the  impiartial  adminiflff* 
tion  of  juftlce,  bitterly  oppofed  one  another,  what  corfji 
quences  could  be  expeded  to  follow  ?  Lord  Raymond, 
the  publidiing-of  the  Craftfman,  had  iaid,'  that  eertafp  pc 
had  taken  up  a  notion  that  it  was  the  bufinefs'  of  tne  }i 
to  explain  to  the  jury  the  law;  hut  no  fuch   praftice  i 
exiftcd*     Yet,  ftrange  it  was,  that  he  fliould  have  faidthii^ 
in  the  teeth  of  the  decifion  in  the  trial  of  the  feven  BiflicMb 
The  Judges  there,  though  under  the  corrupt  influence  aiam 
Crown,  falfely  gave   it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  petiHott 
was  a  libel,  yet  referred  it  to  thedecifion  of  the  jury.    The 
jury  gave  as  their  verdid^,  that  it  was  no  libel;  and  notwkli* 
Handing  the  confequences  of  this  verdid,  and  the  complest^( 
of  the  times,  they  incurred  no  penalty,    nor  ev«i  bfannJ 
The  Judges  had  given  their  opinion  in  order  to^pleafeU^ 
King,  but  they  had  not  attempted  to  exercife  authtMritf}  ^ 
fure  indication  of  their  confcioufnefs  that  tliey  did  notpdfel^ 
it.    In  the  cafe  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Alaph^  iii  whkli  bt^tm 
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concerned,  the  condud  of  the  oppofite  Qmnfel  had  been 
i^hly  honourable.  Though  he  ftood  witn  a  brief  for  the 
Oit)wn»  he  would  not  furrender  the  privileges  of  the  people; 
ipet  what  was  conceded  him  by  the  adverfe  Counfel  was  not 
psnted  him  by  the  Court«  In  the  cafe  of  the-  King  and 
Fnnklin,  it  was  direrttng  enough  toconfider  the  only  argu* 
Mentthat  had  been  advanced,  and  with  no  fmail  importance^ 
ih  the  other  fide.  A  precedent,  it  feemed,  had  occurred 
'#Aringthe  time  of  Sir  P.  Yorke,  in  which  a  dedfion  bad 
tiken  place  for  the  people.  A  fong,  called  Packington't 
l^und,  wascompofed  on  the  occafion,  the  writer  of  which^ 
k  was  faid,  exulted^  as  if  the  Judges  had  been  outwitted^ 
and  the  viSory  fnatched  from  them  by  the  jury.  As  a 
firong  proof  of  this,  a  line,  fpeaktng  ot  the  jury,  had  beea^ 
quoted, 

«  Were  Judges  of  faa,  but  not  of  law.* 

Unhappily,  however,  this  line»  on  which  fo  much  ftrefs  had 
been  laid,  which  had  been  produced  as  confirmation  ftroqg 
^  as  proofs  of  holy  writ,**  had  been  quoted  from  an  erroneoua 
topy;  the  line  literally  ftood  thus, 

*«  Were  Judges  alike  of  the  faS  and  the  hw.** 

iFhua,  by  the  literal  quotation,  was  the  argument  reverfed, 
Hid  all  the  ingenious  fyftem  that  had  been  built  on  it,  over'- 
tamed. 

Mr.  Erfklne  faid,  he  would  now  ftate  a  point  that,  from 
bis  own  experience  he  was  enabled  to  do,  what  had  been,  the 
ei^s  of  this  fyftem.  He  had  now  been  engaged  thirteen 
years  at  the  bar,  during  the  courfe  of  which  he  had  occafion 
to  fee  and  be  acquainted  with  much  practice. .  The  officers  of 
die  Crown,  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  he  had  found  al« 
ways  to  behave  with  mildnefsand  moderation.  But  fiill  he 
wasof  opifiton  that  the  matter  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
jury*  He  would  pledge  himfelf,  that  in  this  event,  they  . 
would  do  their  duty<  To  them  it  belonged,  and  to  them  iC 
fliould  be  entrufted  to  decide,  whether  what  was  accufed  as  a 
Kbelwasin  itfelf  innocenr,  meritorious,  or  malicious.  The 
^otifequence  df  adopting  the  oppofite  fyftem,  was  a  perver- 
ficNiof  juftice;  it  was  impoffible  to  puntfti  ftie  criminal.  In 
the  prefent  circumftanccs,  every  man  was  regarded  by  the 
jury  as  a  vidim,  whom  they  were  folicitous  to  fave.  The 
advice  which  he  (hould  give  to  any  friend,  applying  to  him 
,  inthecaieofalibelon  hischarader,  or  dearcft  connexions, 
trould  be,  not  to  profecute ;  fince  by  fo  doing,  he  would  only 
confirin  the  flander,  and  leave  his  adverfary  to  enjoy  the 
irinaiph  of  impunity.    Mr.  Erikine  wiflied,  for  the  fake  of 
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tion,  ihaC  bis  rifht  honourabld  friend  woidd  fnit  ifide  driP 
matter  wltb  which  he  had  commeiiced.  He  imked  cooU  nrit 
^Ip  taking  notice  of  ifi  finceit  was  this  which  had  firft  fe 
lowock  the  raft  ensine  ofhia  mind.  He  wifiied^  in  oriflt, 
that  iiOthii%g  might  be  iotrodoeed  in  this  bufineCi  whA 
fikouki  at  all  interrupt  the  harmony  with  which  it  might  li 
tenewed^  that  every  thing  fltotild  be  avoided  which  Skoidl 
liMoto  lean  either  to  otie  (kW  6r  ether,  \ind  that  it  mi|jHI' 
merely  be  made  the  inflfumetir  to  eftabli/h  theconflitatiftt 
upon  its  irtie  principles.  There  was  no  doubt,  Nfr^  Eriud 
faid»  of  an  in<)uiritorial  power  of  this  Houfedverthe  Juc^giS^ 
k  vfas  the  great  key^Aone  ofthe  conflitotidn;  but  this  poMT 
oiight  to  be  very  cantiovfiy  aitd  fparingly  exercifed;  it  oa^ 
to  be  kept  in  thofe  recedes  of  the  conllitution,  from  whidl 
it  ihould  only  be  produced  on  occafions  of  the  greatel^ 
emergency,  tt  was  not  even  defirable  to  fpeak  ha  (lily  of  thf 
tofldttd  of  the  Judges^  in  that  Hoiitir,  as  what  ^as  laid  ttal 
aiighl  beKabletO'  naifrepreientation. 

He  flM>uld  mention,  he>  Cnd^  one  tvtSamce  more  of  theof* 
predion  of  the  prefent  fyfteok  An  intinization  hadappeaisi 
in  one  of  the.  papers,  that  the^RufTian  Ambaflador  was 
merely  a  fpy.  He  fhould  not  even  mention  the  name  of  Ul 
client,  who  had  been  dccuicKi  wi«l^  tb4«  infinoation  as  a  liUCf 
he  was  unwilling  to  reneMp  any  mipleafimg  remembMEi^ 
He  had  been  fentenced  to  the  pillory;  yet  he  had  prodtieeiiB 
Court  aaltteftation  of  a  Phyficiany  that  at  therrime  at  wUA 


wasnowhfghin  the  admirtiftration  df  the  coTsntry,  heltii 
then  travelled  over  pretty*  nearly  thegroond,  and'hetnM 
that  he  had  flnce*  feen  no  occaAoii  to*  alter  his  opimy 
Ihoogh  be  AiXHtli  not  wifh  to^bethofi^^  novrto  bind  Misiv 
hitcondii^y  by  what  he  hacB  then  faidof  infbrmatioai  hy^,  * 
warrofMQ  I  he  would  briefly  fVate,  tlilt  they  had  been  i  kma$ 
<if  acctfofrulated  abfuvdity. 

Mr.  Eirikine  ftatcd  different  cifet  of  qitP  ^unzrrxmtmf  t0 
prove,  that  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  very  fame  Jadges  wb* 
formei  the  Couft,  tbat  laid  down  a  dodlrine  refped^mg  thai 
liit)itation  in  one^year*  and  at  no  greater  diftance  thaattMi 
years  had  held  another  dtre£)hr  thtf  rever&t  an  evidesril 
proof  how  much  they  were  preifed  by  the  uncertainly  •(* 
matter,  which  from  its  natnne  OiUgbt  nottobelefc  t»lU' 
difcceition;  and  which  the  lefs  it  was  (b  left,,  would  fett* 
more  eafy  for  il)em>  and  the  mom  fafe  for  the  (bbjbft^  M^ 
£rikine  oonckded  his  fpeech^  with  returaiog  thanks'  1^  ^ 
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Howie  for  their  indulgence,  and  declaring,  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  that  night  the  motion  for  the  Committee  would  be    ' 
carried  unanimoufly* 

The  JttorfU!]^  general  agreed  with  Mn  Erfkine,  as  to  his  Attorney 
general  argument,  hut  differed  from  hits,  and  the  right  hb-  General* 
nourahle  mover  of  the  queftion,  in  regard  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  that  had  been   propofed.     He  per^e«91y  .agreed 
tluit  the  Judges  in  their  condudl  had  done  nothing  bat  what^ 
whoever  examined  the  ftream  of  precedents  flowing  down 
for  a  long  fertes  of  years,  would  find  had  been  the  uniform 
pra£liceof  their  predeceflbrs,  and  what  confequently  called 
for   no  fort  of  blame  whatever.     Neither  ^he  condud  of 
that  Tenerable  and  moil  refpe6table  Earl  who  had  p^efided  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  fo  many  years,  nor  ihat  o£* 
his  fucceflfor,  Lord  Kenyon,  who  was  not  only  ett^inently 
qualified  by  his  great  legal  know]e<!ge  to  fit  at  the  head'6£ 
his  Court,  but  by  his  dai(y  decisions  had  proved  himfelf  to 
be  a  truly  hondl  man,  were  reafonably  to  be  queftioned* 
However,  he  allowed,  every   man  muft  agfee,  that  there 
was  fomething  in  the  pra6ljce  of  the  law  of  libels  that  cai* 
Jed  for  amendment  and  explanation ;  but  as  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  had  faid,  (and  judicioufly,  properly,  and 
wifely  had  it  had  been  faid),  great  delicacy  ought  to  be  ei- 
ercifed  In  interfering  with  any  fubjedl  of  the  nature  with  the 
prefent,  left  the  public  fliould  take  the  alarm,  and  be  im« 
prefled   with  an  opinion  that   there  had   been  fomething 
wrong  in  the  conduS  of  6ar  Judges,  or  of  our  CJdurts  of 
Judicature.     With  that  view  of  the  cafe  it  was,  Mr.  Attor- 
ney faid,  that  he  thought  the  moving  for  a  Committee  of 
Courts  of  Juftice  altogether  unneceflary.    The  province  df 
that  Committee  had  been  to  receivl  and  to  enquire  into  com* 
plaints  of  improper  conduct  in  the  Judges;  the  moving^ 
therefore,  for  fuch   a  Committee  would  Create  alarms  and 
apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  who  would  na* 
turally  conclude  that  feme  part  of.the  condudl  of  the  Judges 
was  complained  of,  and  that  clearly  and  avowedly  not  being 
the  cafe,  the  Committee  ought  to  be  moted  for,  and^he 
ikiore  efpecially  as   the  objeft  could  be  attained   without 
having  any  fuch  Committee  revived.    The  Cortmittte  had  ' 
Dot,  he  faid,  fat  above  two  or  three  times  fince  the  reftora* 
ti<»n.  * 

Here  the  Attorney  General  went  Jnto  a  technical  biftory 
of  the  mode  of  trial  in  cafes  of  libel  ^ver  fince  they  had  been 
fnatched  out  of  the  Star  Chamber,  and  in  what  particulars  the 
Tud^direAed  the  Jury,  and  where  the  law  arofe  out  of  the 
nfls  that  came  out  in  evidence.  Having  very  fully  ej(- 
piained  this,  and  reafoned  on  it  at  feme  length,  he  afierted 
that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  to  provide  a  pri^ir  reguld* 
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tion  at  oncf ,  without  the  affiftance  of  the .  CMnmittee 
Courts  of  Juftice,  which  he  thought  ought  not  to  be 
into.     That  Committee^  he  faid,  had  fat  very  rarely 
this  century*     In  the  laft  cafe  that  it  did  fit,  it  had  been  «i^l 
account  of  a  very  flagrant  injuftice,  dire^lly  charged  a; 
ajudgc. 

With  regard  to  the  other  point,  the  qu§  ^arrant^sj 
Attorney  General  admitted  that  there  was  a  neceffity 
Ibme  legiflative  interference  with  refped  to  them, 
twenty  years  was  certainly  too  extenfive  a  period,  and 
pei  iod  much  fbofter  might  be  attended  with  very  great  in* 
convenience^     He  inftanced  the  hardfliip  of  a  man  who  wis< 
tiot  a  corporator  having    begun    bufinefs  in  a  corporatt 
town,  and  after  having  expended  a  capital,  being  oblige^ 
on  the  information  of  any  perfon  who  thought  proper  foi9 
inform,  to  ihut  Op  ihop  and  quit  the  place*     If  the  corpo- 
ration was  the  creature  of  the  CroWn,  it  gave  Minifters  aa 
undue  power  over  fuch   corporations.     Having   explainsd' 
this,  the  Attorney  General  took  notice  of  the   particvbr 
cafe,  from  which,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
clared, his  ideas  on  the  ge'nerrl  fubjeA  had  originated,  vis. 
the  cafe  of  Luxford;  refpedingr  which  he  would  mentioBt 
few  material  circumftances,  and  when  he  did  fo,  he  heggeA 
the  Houfe  to  carry  along  with  them  the  recoiledion^  tbac 
much  depended  on  the  time  and  the  events  of  the  time, 
with  their  natural  operation  on  men^s  minds  and  feelings,  be- 
eaufe  on  that  refted,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  whole  conii- 
deration.     About  a  twelvemonth  ago,  he  faid,  he  faw  a 
publication  in  the  Morning  Herald,  which  he  confidered  as 
that  fort  of  publication  that  called  upon  him  in  duty  tofe- 
left  for  public  prolecution.     The  Attorney  here  read  the 
paragraph  to  the  Houfe,  and  comnaented upon  it;  obfervingy 
that  the  natural  effe£l  of  it  would  be  to  alarm  tKe  mmdsw 
the   whole  French   nation,  and   inflame  them  againfl  thii 
•     country,  by  holding  out  to  them   an  aflTurance^  that  the 
Briti(h  Minifler  had  impofed  upon  the  two  Houfes  cf  Ptf' 
liament,  and  were  arming,  not  as  as  was  pretended  againft 
Spain,  but  againft  France,  they  meaning  to  take  ard vantage 
of  her  then  defencelefs  fituation,  and  to  attack  Breft  ain 
Toulon.     He  c^ncefved,  every  man  who  heard  bim  waf 
.  jrware,    that  about  a  twelvemonth    ago  the  French  ha^ 
abundant  reafon  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  peculiar  ^pprehenfioi), 
jealoufy,  andfufpence;  and,  he  would  aflc,  if  there  was  any 
one  gentleman  then  in  that  Houfe,  who  had  to  learn,  tto 
at  the  time  in  queftion  fuch  was  their  jealoufy  and  abriS) 
that  on  the  bare  fuggeftion,  or  rather  report  in  France,  of 
an  Englifliman  having  publifhed  a  pamphlet  in  that  kingdom 
againft  the  proceedings  then  going  on  there^  the  liveiof 
I  *  .  srcry 
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every   Engliibman  in  that  country  were  endangered^    It 
ppoght  alfo  to  be  recoHedled  that  in  confequence  of  our  in* 
K^ffcourfe   with  the  Frenc)),    as   well   on   account  of  th|r 
peace,  as  more  iniaiediately  on  accopnt  of  the  commercial 
tJte.SLXy,  great  numbers  of  Britifh  fubje£ts  were  at  the  time 
in  Fiance.     Would  it  hot  then  have  been  a  dcrelidion  of 
Jiis  duty,  highly  blameable,    if  he  had   neglected   to  have 
taken  the  means  of  immediately  fatisfying  the  French  na- 
r^ion  that  we  were  not  about  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
treaty,  and  that  no  advantage  was  intended  to  be  taken  of 
their  then  defencelefs  iltuation?     It  had  flnce  appeared  to 
hifn,  he  faid,  to  h;ive  been  the  more  neceflary,  as  he  had  af- 
terwards underflood  from  perfons  who  had  refided  in  France, 
that  the  Englifh  newfpapers  were  circulated  in  France,  and    * 
the  very  libel  in  quefltcn  had  been  tranflated  into  pamphlets, 
and  had  really  created  great  alarms. 

This,  the  Attorney  General  faid,  being  ex  poji  faiio^  wa» 
pertainiy  no  jiiflification  of  him,  but  it  at  leaft  iliewed,  that 
his  opinion  had  not  been  altogether  without  grounds.    That 
))e  was  perfonally  no  enepay  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefsy  he 
trufted,'  his  c.ondudt  had  evinced^  but  he  could  go  further 
and  aflert,  that  it  would  be  found  from  lookipg  back,  that  , 
the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown,  for  many  years,  had  not, 
generally  confidereJ,  been  perfecutors  of  the  prefs.     In  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  thirty-one  years,  the  Attorney  General 
faid,  there  had  not  been  more  than  feventy  profecfutions  for 
libels,  out  of  which  there  had  been  aboqt  fifty  convifiions; 
about  a  dozen  of  thefe  had  received  rather  fevere  fentences, 
and  in  five  cafes,  the  pillory  had  made  a  part  of  the  pupilh-* 
ment.     He  enumerated  the  five  latter  caies,  declaring,  that 
two  of  thofe  who  had  been  fentenpe4  to  the  pillory,  had  been 
for   vending    ci>fcene  p^ablications,    which   had  been  with 
great  induAry  infinuat^d  even  into  our  feminaries  of  educa-y 
tion  of  both  fexes;  and  therefore  he  had  thought  it  his  duty      ^ 
to  felefi  the  perfons,  as  examples,  that  the  officers  of  go-    . 
vernment,  whofe  proyipce  it  peculiarly  was  to  watch  over 
•very  attempt  to  corrupt  the  morals  and  pervert  the  minds  of 
the  rifing  generation,  had  not  been  negligent  of  their  duty; 
but  here  he  mud  inform  the  Houfe,  that  froni  cifcuipAances 
of  a  nature  extremely  palliative  to  the  parties  having  come  to 
his  knowledge  after  the  trial,  they  were  pardoned  the  pillory. 
Another  offender  fentenced  to  the  pillory,  was  one  for  libelling 
His  Majefly  five   years  after  his  fucceffion  to  the   tlironil* 
There  were  alfo  two  others  for  libels  againft  the  KuiGan 
ambaffador,    which    he    thought    it    neceffary    to    notice; 
there  was  another  for  libelling  part  of  the  Royal  Family; 
and  this  lail  of  Luxford,  which  he  fuppofed  the  Court  ima- 
gined to  be  of  a  nature  fimilai'  to  the  libels  agaihft  the  Ruf* 
'       .  3  P  2  fian 
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fifln  ambafTjdbr^    (inarmuch  as  it   tended  to  enflarae  thej 
minds  .0/  the  Irench  againft  this  counti^y,  when  dcfirous  ( 
p4efer\Mng.the  confidence  and  efleem  of  France)  and  thera-j 
fore  projioi  need  the  pillory  as  a  part  of  the  fentence.     H 
declared,  to  bis  mind,  the  libel  in  the  Herald  appeared  tohin 
to  be  one  of  the  moil  mifchievous  in  itfejf^  and  likely 
prove  the  mod  dangerous  to  the  conutry,  of  any  ever  pub 
liiheJ;  nor  was  that  fentiment  fingular  to  himfel^  as  the  of  J 
ficer  whole  peculiar  duty  it  was  to  watch  over  the  ahufes  ( 
tbe  pre  is,  laid   his  finger  upon  it  the  moment  he  iav  it 
Wiih  regard  to  himftlf,  the  Attorney  General  faid,  if  he  - 
be^n   miiukcn,  and  the  paragraph  was  as  innocent  as  th 
right  haaourable  gentleman  feemed  .to  conceive  it  to  be,  ' 
-  certainly   had   rnoll  wondt^rfuily  erred  r.efpe<fting  it;  for 
pwned  he  never  more  forcibly  felt  any  thing  to  be  his  .^utyj 
than  to  endeavour,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  convince  Fraoc 
that  this  country  was  not  unfaithful  in  its  treaties,  nor  fo  cow-1 
^rdly  or  fo  trracheroCij  in  her  condufl,  as  to  wifli  to  take! 
advantage  of  the  defencelefs  and  disjointed  fituation^  of  berl 
neiglibour.     He  again  oiFered  his  humble  opinion  to  the 
l^ight  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  would  be  more  advife*! 
nble,  for  the  reafons  be  had  flated,  not  to  move  for  the! 
Committee  "of  Courts  of  Juftice,  but  to  adopt  foqie  otherl 
lefs  exceptionable   mode   of  proceedings  declar'mg,  that 
the  main  objeft  he  felt  njo  fort  of  objedtion, 
Mr.  Mr.  Jiiyfl  (aid,  he  lh<wld  feel  himfelf  but  little  entitleit  to 

JekyU.     a  patient  hearing  from  the  Houfe,  if  after  two  fuch  forciblel 
^nd  eloquent  fpeeches  (the  n>oft  eloquent  perhaps  that  evera 
bad  been  heard  within  thofe  walls)  he  was  to  do  more  than! 
make  a  few  obfervations,  which  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  | 
)iim  to  fubmit  to  their  confiJeration.     His  honourable  and 
)(¥irned  friend,  who  had  juft  fat  dc#wn9  bad  objected  to  going  | 
into  a  Committee  of  Courts  of  JuAice,  and  had  faid,  that 
there  had  been  feventy  profecutions  for  libels  within  the  Uft 
thirty  years,  out  of  which  niafs,  the  feptuagint  that  h«  had 
ipentioned,  there  had  been  fifty  or  fifty -two  oonvidioQs; 
that  wa^,  Miv  JekyU  faid,  in  his  mind,  the  very  reafon  why 
they  ought  to  go  into  the  Committee;  beeaufe  if  tlie  pradice 
pf  the  Courts  in  cafes  of  libel  had  been,  as  he  conceived  it 
ought  to  have  been,  and  the  whole  of  the  law  as  well  as  the 
1k&  had  been  left,  as  it  ought,  to  the  |ury,  the  ponviAions, 
i  he  believed,  would  not  have  been  above  half  the  numbeft 

I  ^  Ht  cpmplimented  the  Attorney  General  on  hiscondud,  and 

in  the  language  of  Shakefpeare  faid,'  <<  he  had  borne  his  fa- 
^  culties  fo  meekly,'*  that  all  n-en  praifed  him;  he  therefore 
Ihould  be  the  lail  man  to  objeA  to  going  into  tbe  Commit- 
lec ;  but  his  honourable  and  leai  ned  friend,  he  obferved,  had  . 
M/c&tA  on  the  srouod  that  tbe  Committee  of  the  Courts  of 
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Juflice  had  borne  an  odious  najtie>  and  alarm  might  be  takea 
that  complaint  had  been  made  againil  the  condud  of  the 
Judges.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend  forgot  that  it  liad 
(een  exprefsly  ftated  by  the  principal  leaders  of  the  debate^ 
l!hat  they  imputed  no  blame  or  cenfure  whatever  to  the 
bdges;  and  as^  every  thing  that  pafled  in  that  Houfe  went 
torth  to  the  public^  the  public  would  hear  that  they  went, 
bto  the  Committee  for  no  fpeciiic  charge,  but  merely  for  * 
At  porpofe  of  inveftigation  on  a  fubje<5l  material  to  the  pub- 
lic intereft  and  the  freedom  of  the  people.  Mr.  J«kyll 
idded  one  or  two  further  obfervations,  reminding  the'Hoaie» 
ibat  the  fole  objedion,  as  it  then  ftood,  was  an  objection  of 
brm  and  not  of  fubfiancey  which  he  hoped  they  would  get^ 
DTer,  and  he  as  unanimous  for  going  into  the  Committee,  as 
they  feemed  to  be  for  a  wife  and  neceflaiy  reform  of  tjhe 
prafiice  of  the  CourtSt 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  and  faid,  he  was  rather  in  hopes  Mr,  Tltu 
Aat  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  would  agree  to  the  , 
6iggeftion  of  his  learned  friend,  and  by  that  mftans  procure 
I  general  concurrence  with  him  as  to  the  main  objedl  of  his 
l^lgnment;  in  refpedl  to  which  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  de* 
itartd^  he  was  extremely  dcflrous  of  ftating  that  he  did  not 
kany  ground  on  which  any  gentleman  could  have  occailoii 
|D  diner  in  opinion  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman- 
|Ie  added,  that  he  was  ready  to  declare,  tliat  he  thought  the 
^i'ng  fome  ftep,  at  leaft  to  regulate  the  pradice  of  the 
pouris  on  the  trial  of  libels,  and  render  it  conformable  to 
^  free  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  was  highly  neceflary.  He 
pidy  he  wifhed  no  more  than  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
IMn  to  caft  any  thing  like  blame  on  the  noble  and  venerable 
lerfon,  who  was  entitled  to  univerfal  reverence  and  refped> 
lot  more  on  account  of  his  years,  and  his  prefent  unfortu- 
late  fituation,  than  for  his  extraordinary  abilities  as  a 
judge,  and  his  eminent  public  fervices,  for  fo  large  a  num- 
ber of  years*  That  noble  and  learned  Earl  had  done  no 
nore  than  tread  in  the  fieps  of  his  predeceilbrs;  and  even 
he  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  feconded  the . 
Dotion,  had  confeiled  that  if  he  were  himfelf  on  the  bench, 
le  fhould  feel  himfelf  bound  to  decide  in  the  fame  mauner, 
inlefs  the  law  were  altered  by  the  legiflature.  He  fa>y 
herefore,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  no  reafon  forgoing  into 
I  Committee  of  Courts  of  Juftice,  in  order  to  efFe^  the 
viflies  qf  the  rjght  honourable  gentleman.  He  declared, 
hat  although  he  {hould  with  great  diffidence  fet  up  his  opi- 
lion  againft  the  uniform  pradice  and  authority  of  the 
[iid|es^  yet  he  mtift  confefs  that  it  went  diredlly  againft  that 
»raaice,  and  that  be  law  no  reafon  why  in  the  trial  of  a 
riait  ibe  whole  confideration  of  the  cafe  mi^ht  not  go  pre* 
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rifely  to  the  unfettered  judgement  of  twelve  men,  fwoni  i 

give  their  verdidl  honeuly  and  confcientioufly,  as  it  iA 

matters  of  felony  and  other  crimes  of  a  high  nature. 

being  his  opinion,  and  there  not  appearing  to  be  a  prd 

of  difference  of  fentiment  as  to  the  rnain  point,  he  far 

occafion   for  any   difficulty  as  to  the   form  and  mode 

cflfefling  the  obje(9:.     The  right  honourable  gentlemaa " 

heard   the   objedion    urged    by   his    right   honourable 

learned  friend,  againft  goin^  into  a  Committee  of  Com 

Juilice,  when   all  intention  of  perfonal'  pomplaiiit  bad 

every  fide  been  exprcfsly  difa vowed;  an  pbjeflion  whid 

his  mind  had  confiderable  weiglit;  but   ther^  wer$  fU^' 

faid,  other  reafons  that  occurre(J  to  him,  why  it  jyoop 

better  not  to  go  into  the  Coiqmittee  of  Courts  of  j!  ' 

Jn  the  firft  place,  if  any  intention  were  entertained  of 

into  an  inveAigation  of  precedents  and  authorities,  * 

view   to  the  forming  of  a  declaratory  law,  it  wooU 

work  of  more  deliberation  ^hd  tin^e^  than  ^h^  period  a( 

feffion  afforded  them  any  hopef  of  ctfq^pleting  beforj^  P 

ment  fhould  be  up.     In  the  next  place,  he  (Kould  not 

it  either  neceilary  or  advifeable  to  pafs  a  declaratory 

ftating  not  only  what  the  law  was,  but  alfo  what  it 

'    been^  becaufe  that  would  in  fonie  fort  imply  a  cenfuieoi 

Judg^,  and  indire£tly  accufe  them  qf  not  having  adi 

the  Taw.     The  whole  obje<ft,  he  thought  might  be  at 

by  a  fhort  legiflative  bill,  ena£lvng  what  the  law  oogl^ 

and  thence  regulating  the  pradice  in  futuret     If  IkI 

were  adopte  *,    he  faid,    as  fimple  a   bill,  and  as  AmT 

o;ie,  as  could  well  be  imagined,  would  anfwer  the  en4 

the  right   honourable  gentleman  muft  either  move  », 

Houfe  then,  or  on  Monday,  for  leave  to  bring  in  fuchi  * 

or  if  he  thought  that  mode  better,  he  might  move 

tefolutions  either  in  the  Houfe  or  in  a  Committee, 

what  the  law  ought  to  be,  as  the  ground  and  bafisof  i 

iuture  proceedings  as  it  might  be  advifeable  to  inftitutel 

the  fubjeft;    and   thofe  refolutions   might  remain  ©• 

Journals  to  be  followed  up  next  feffion,  by  one  or  moc^' 

either  declaratory  or  legiflative,  as  the  cafe  might  re^ 

With  regard  to  the  other  matter  adverted  to  by  the  right 

nourable  gentleman,  and  .the  honourable  and  learned 

man  who  had  feconded  the  n^otion,  viz.  the  quo  « 

informations,  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  (aid,  it  was  not  hit 

tion  to  go  into  any  difcuffion  of  that  pa^fc  of  the 

then.     Twenty  years  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  unre 

extenfive  period,  undoubtedly,  and   perhaps  the  Ki 

of  fix  years  which  the  Judges  hsid  lately  adopted,  I 

toofhort;  and  confequently  it  might  be  proper  to  tate 

s^  limitation  as  would  es^tend  beyopd  the  time  wlieothe" 
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)f  quo  warranto  occurred.  Be  that  as  it  would,  the  nlattet 
night  eafily  he  adjufted  by  a  (hort  feparate  hill,  in  the  proi- 
;refs  of  which  a  fit  limitation  might  be  fixed ;  but  at  any  rate» 
[he  cafe  relative  to  quo  warrantos  had  no  immediate  connection 
nith  the  other  part  of  the  fubjedl,  viz.  the  province  of  a 
[ory  OR  the  trial  of  a  libel. 

Mr.  Fox  rifingy  faid,  he  could  not,  moft  afluredly,  make  Mr  Foju 
ht  leaft  hefitation  in  complying  with  the  fuggeftion  of  ihe 
fight  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  in  fo  fair  and  candid  a 
manner  dated  what  his  own  opinion  was,  and  which  feemed 
ilfo  to  meet  the  general  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.     With 
regard  to  the  ground  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
rleman  had  taken,  by  way  of  defending  the  conviflion  of 
|ohn  Luxford,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  muft  differ  from  him 
completely.     So  far  from   thinking  the  libel  a  dangerous. 
[>iiblication  with  a  view  to  enfiaming  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  France,  there  was  no  danger  in  it  whatever,  nor 
^Duld  any  fuch  inference  as  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
pntleman  had  drawn  from  it,  be  put  upon  it,  either  in  rea-    . 
bn  or  in  law,  and  if  itcoufd,  why  was  not  fuch  an  infer- 
snce  averred  in  the  information?  No  fuch  averment  .appear- 
ed on  the  face  of  the  record,  and  the  only  averment  that 
iid  appear  was  that  it  was  a  libel  on  His  Majefty^s  Mitiifters 
Ind  nothing  elfe.     Inclined  then,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  he  ihould 
be,  for  the  fake  of  pradicability,  to  comply  with  the  right 
bonourable  gentleman's  fuggeftion  of  his  giving  up  the  mo- 
tion for  a  Committee  of  Courts  of  Juftice,  he  could  not 
comproroife  the  cafe  of  John  Luxford  for  the  fake  of  tlie 
two  bills,  or  for  the  fake  of  anyprafilicability  whatever, 
bowever,  defireahle  fuch  pra£licability  might   be.     In   hi* 
former  fpeech,  Mr.   Fox  obfervcd,  that  he  had  faid,  he  had 
heard  what  from  the  filence  of  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe 
on  that  point,  he  now  feared,  was  not  true,  viz.  that  John 
Luxford  was  pardoned  that  part  of  his  fentence,  thepuniih- 
ment  of  the  pillory*    As  he  was  fatisfied  the  fentence  of  Lux- 
ford was  moft  inordinately  fevere,  and  more  than  he  merited, 
when  compared  to  the  guilt  of  the  libel,  Mr.  Fox  declared^ 
he  muft  adopt  fome   method   of  taking  the   fenfe  of  tho 
Houfe  upon  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  hift 
pardon;  and  he  faw  not  how  he  could  do  that  without  going 
into  the  Committee  of  Courts  of  Juftice,  when,  as  far  as  his 
motion  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  a  remiffion  of 
Luxford's  puniftiment   went,  it  would  undoubtedly   be  an 
indireS  cenfure  on  the  Court  that  had  pafted  fo  inadequate  a 
fentence.     It  might  poffibly  be  faid,  that  he  ought  to  pro- 
ceed   in   another   way,    and   ground   any   motion  that   he 
thought  proper,  on  the  record;  but  let  the  Houfe  remem- 
kr.  that  he  had  fpoken  from  a  paper  which  he  held  in  bU^,^ 
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hand»  anid  the  honourable  iind  learned  gentleman  from  w^ 

ther  paper  which  he  had  held  in  his  hand;  but  Loxford^s  libd, 

and  the  record^  were  neither  of  them  before  t!ie  Houfe;  and 

till  tl^e  Houfe  could  get  ac  the  record,  he  could  not  proceed. 

If  he  could  be  told  that  Luxford  either  had  been  pardoned, 

or  would  be  pardoned  the  pillory,  he  would  fay  no  roorei 

but  for  the  fake  of  pra£licability  would  Confent  to  withdraw 

his  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  would 

barely  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  two  bills  that  had  been 

fuggefled.      Mr.   Fox   concluded  with   aflerting,  that  tbe 

principles  he  contended  for  were    principles  of  jufttce,  and 

the  cafe  of  a  perfon  whom  he  conceived  to  the  oppieflcd;  he 

could  not  therefore  compromife  fuch  a  cafe  for  any  confide^ 

ration;  at  the  fame  tim€l^  he  begged  the  gentlemen  on  tbe 

other  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  be  afTured  that  he  knew  no  more 

of  John  Luxford  and  the  paper  in  which  his  libel  appeared 

than  they  did.     It  was  the  precedent,  and  not  the  pedboi 

that  he  flood  up  for. 

Mr.  Kit.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied^  that  nothing  could  be  more 

eafy  than  for  the  right  honourable  getUleman  to  lay  hit 

ground  for  any  motion  that  he  wiihed  to  make  m  the-CTtef 

Luxford)  by   moving   for  a  copy  ofthereconi,  and  of  tbe 

infortiAation,  which  his  honourable  and  learned  frienil  nev 

him,  could  lay  on  the  table.     With  regard  to  the  puniflmfteflt 

of  the  pillory  having  being   pardoned,    Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he 

bad  not  the  leaft  recolle(£lion  of  that  having  been  the  cafe,  or 

of  any  application  having  been  made  for  it.     He  had  in  more 

than  one  inllance,  fmce  he  had  been  in  his  Majeft v*9  Council^ 

difiuaded  them  againft  the  too  frequent  ufe  ot  tbe  pilfciry, 

•which,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  be  too  fparingly  employed; 

and  from  what  he  faw  of  Luxford*s  cafe,  he  faw  no  reafoo  t6 

imagine,  if  application  were  made,  that  there  would  beany 

greatdifficulty  in  getting  that  part  of  the  fentence  remitted. 

At  the  fame  time  he  declared  he  diflered  entirely  from  the 

right  honourable  gentleman  fn  his  view  of  the  magnitude  of 

the  libel;  it  was  in  his  opinion  exactly  of  the  nature  tbaC 

had  been  flated  by  his  right  honourable  and  learned  friend, 

and  much  more  mifchievoud  than  any  of  thofe  daily  paf*» 

graphs,  full  of  perfonal   abufe  of  his   Majefty's   Minifterl, 

which  occurred  fo  oflen,  that  they  Were  not  Worth  any  other 

notice  than  contempt ;  fince  the  heft  anfwer  to  ftatemeots  « 

bad  condudl  in  his  Majefty's  Minifters,    was  to   refer  the 

public  to  their  real  condu6(;   and  therefore  he  trufted  tht 

good  fenfe  of  his  right  honourable  and  learned  friend  wooli 

never  dignify   fuch   trafti,    and  mark  it  out  as   more  ds* 

portan!  than  it  was  in  faft,  by  a  public  profecuttoti.  ^^ , 

Mr.  Foa.       Mr.  Fox  again  got  Up ;  he  was  fo  perfedkly  fatisfied  wrli 

what  he  had  heard  from  the  right  bo|ypi(n^^  geiitJei»a% 
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that  he  fliould  for  the  ptefent  withdraw  his  motion  for  th^ 
Comaiittee  of  Courts  of  Jttftice,  and  wait  till  the  latter  eiid 
tif  next  week^  or  i>erhaps  the  beginning  of  the  week  after^ 
to  (ee  if  any  thing  was  done  in  Luxforas  cafe,  and  if  there 
.  ihould  not  be  any  thing  done»  he  would  then  move  for  a 
copy  of  the  information,  and  of  the  record,  and  like  wife  for 
an  suldrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  mercy  in  a  cafe,  which  ha4 
received  a  fentence  inordinately  difproportionate  to  the  degree 
of  crrminaltty  in  the  libel. 

A  few  more  words  pafled  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr*  Fox 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  libel,  refpe^ing  which, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  fo  confident  of  the  falfe  inference  in  Mh  Fei* 
the  information,  that  had  Luxford  been  in  a  capacity  to  have 
moved  foe  an  arreft  of  judgement,  he  would  hav^  defied  any 
Court  of  /oftice^  that  ever  fat,  to  have  refufed  him  the 
aireft.  Mr.  Fox  again  reprobated  the  inuendoes  and  inferences 
of  the  information,  and  faid,  he  would  iheet^  the  Attorney 
General  whenever  he  pleafed  upon  the  fuhje£t,  and  afgue  it 
with  him ;  being  confident  that  he  could  convince  any  man 
not  deftltute  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  the  words  of  th6 
libel  warranted  no  fuch  infersnc^  as  the  ihformation  deduced 
firom  it. 

The  Jttpmey  Geueral  declared  he  was  perfedly  ready  to  Attorney 
tneet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fubjelft,  and  was  Oentrtl* 
perfaaded  that  he  either  had  not  read  the  information,  or 
that  he  had  forgotten  it;    as  it  was  mofl  carefully  drawn^ 
and  had  been  examined  by  others,  and  received  their  entire 
approbation*     Mr.  Attorney  read  the  fecond  cbunt,  to  (he^ 
Mr.  Fox  that  the  proper  inuendoes  were  inferred  in  it,  and        ^ 
that  ihe  inference  was  legally  deduced^ 

Mr.  Fox   made  a  fliort  reply,  and  then  moved,  "  for 
^  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  all  doubts  refpefling  the  » 

*^  right  and  fun£lions  of  juries  in  trials  of  criminial  caufes.** 
He  sdfo  moved  for  <^  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and 
•  «*  amend  the  afl:  of  the  ninth  yeaf  of  Queen  Anne,  chap,  ao^ 
«  relative  to  ^d  fVarrantos!^  Both  were  agreed  to  unani* 
tnoufly. 

The  Houfeadjourned. 

Monday^  ^yl  May* 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  give  notice,  that  h^  meant,  to^  Hf* 
morrow  fe'nnight,  to  bring  forward  fome  refolutions  on  the  Skeridan. 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance.  He  informed  the 
Houie  that  the  manner  in  which  he  pro^iofed  to  do  this  would 
be  by  moving  for  the  Houfeto  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  which  he  hoped  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would,  have  no  objei^ion ;  when  he  intended  to 
aiove  fome  refolutions  of  faft,  the  ground  of  which  he  had 
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no  doubt  he  (honld  be.  able  to  make  out  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  Houfe.  Mr.  Sheridan  lamented  that  he  could  not  name 
an  earlier  day  for  the  bufinefsy  but  it  was  on  account  •£ 
other  gentlemen,  who  wifiied  to  be  prefentt  and  could  not 
be  in  town  fooner,  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  fo  diftant  a 
day. 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mn  Chancellor  P;«  faid,  he  could  hare  no  objefiiontD 
fuch  a  difcuflion  being  brought  forward,  but  he  muft  hope 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  name  fome  day  in  the 
prcfent  week. 
Mr.  Mr.  Btiftard  was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  honourable 

Biftard.  gentleman  had  fignified  his  intention  to  bring  the  Report  ef 
the  Committee  of  Finance  under  confideration ;  but  U>  bx 
from  thinking  Tuefday  next  too  diftant  a  day,  he  faid,  he 
.  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  too  early  a  day,  and  that  flHI 
more  time  ought  to  be  taken.  In  fa£l,  a  third  Committee 
ought  to  be  appointed,  hecaufe  there  were  fo  many  contra«> 
diSions  in  the  Reports  of  the  two  Committees,  that  it  would 
he  ahfolutely  neceflary  to  appoint  a  third  to  examine  both 
the  Reports,  and  inform  the  Houfe  on  which  of  them  they 

•  might  rely. 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  Mr.  Baftard,  oblenring  that 
there  was  not  any  queftioh  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BaAarU  replied  that  he  (hould  move  a  queftion  befoie 
he  fat  down.  He  then  refumed  his  argument,  and  laid  k 
mud  evidently  appear  from  the  grof$  coptradiAions  iathe 
two  accounts,  that  either  the  Committee  who  drew  tip  die 
Report  of  1 786,  had  given  the  Houfe  a  fabrication,  contain* 
ing  an  infinite  number  of  errors,  or  that  adminiftrattoo  had 
'  fince  that  period  been  guilty  of  the  utmoft  profiifion  ^nd 
prodigality.     The  excefs  of  the  expenditure  over  that  whkh 

.  the  Committee  of  1 786  gave  us  reafon  to  expeA  would  be  the 
amount  of  our  expenditure  in  the  year  1791,  it  was  evident 
from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1791,  wasnoleb 
than  j^oOfCXol.  and  upwards,  and  many  new  places  had  finct  * 
been  created.  Mr.  Baflard  read  the  fum  ftated  tolufve  been 
paid  off  of  the  public  debt,  and  compared  it  with  additional 
debts  incurred  fuice;  he  alfo  referred  to  various  parts  of  the 
Report  of  1 791,  to  fhew  how  inexplicable  they  were^  as 
they  Itood  at  prefent.  After  much  curfory  detail  of  figures, 
herepeatfd  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  that  a  new  Conf- 
mittee  ihould  be  appointed,  and  though,  h«v  faid,  he  (hoald 
jiot  have  made  any  fuch  motion  unlefs  he  had  been  forced  to 
it,  yet,  if  any  gentleman  would  fecond  him,  he  would  con- 
clude with  moving, 

'*  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  compare  the  Repoit 

.<<  from  the  Committees  in  17S6  and   1791  to  enquire  into 
I  <<  ths 
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^  the  income  and  expenditure,  and  to  report   their  obferva- 
«*  tions  upon  the  fame  to  the  Houfe." 

Mr*  Sheridan  fMf  he  certainly  (kould  fecond  the  honour-  Mr. 
able  gentleman's  motion.  He  declared  he  thought  it  was  Sheridan, 
extremely  proper  that  both  the  Reports  of  1786  and  1791 
flionld  be  referred  to  a  third  Committee^  becaufe  it  was 
undoubtedly  true  that  there  were  a  great  many  contradidions 
in  both  Reports,  as  ftated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ; 
and  for  that  reafon,  they  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  third 
Committee,  in  order  to  afcertain  ^hich  of  them  was  true. 
He  defpaired,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  of  being  able  to  efkO.  this, 
and  therefore fliould  have  fatisfied  himfelf  with  barely  mov- 
ing, that  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  on  Tuefday  next  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  1791 ;  and  after 
they  ihould  have  refolved  themfelves  into  that  Committee, 
he  fhoald  move  certain  refolutions  of  faA  refpedling  the 
Report*  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  dgreeto 
the  two  Reports  being  referred  to  another  fele£t  Committee, 
he  hoped  he  would  not  objedl  to  the  Houfe  going  into  a 
Committee,  to  take  the  laft  Report  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  Mr.  Pitt- 
made  the  motion,  feemed  to  be  hardly  ferious  in  fo  doing, 
fince  he  had  confefled,  he  had  only  made  a  motion,  that  he 
ioight  make  a  fpeech ;  and  it  could  not  reafonably  be  exped^ed 
that  the  Houfe  would,  on  a  fudden,  fo  fardifcredit  their 
Committee  and  refle£t  on  their  accuracy,  as  to  refer  their 
Report  to  another  Committee,  without  having  previoufly 
examined  it  themfelves.  Indeed,  though  the  other  honour- 
able gentleman  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  appear  to 
.be  ferious  in  feconding  the  motion,  he  had  hardly  thought 
be  had  fucceeded.  He  muft  ftill  regret,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  bring  forward  his 
motion  on  an  earlier  day  than  on  Tuefday  fe^migbt.  He 
had  no  objeAion  to  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Committee,  to 
take  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  into  confidera- 
tion, but  he  wiflied  the  refolutions  to  be  moved  in  a  way  fo 
as  to  appear  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe.  Nor  had  he  any 
objeAion,  he  faid,  to  the  fubjed  being  di feuded  on  Thurfday 
or  Friday  next;  one  of  which  days  he  wi(hed  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  name  for  his  intended  motion. 

Mr.  Speaker  here  put  the  queftion  on  Mr.  BaftardV  mo« 
tion,  which  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr,  Sheridan^    in  reply   to  Mr.   Pitt,  faid,  he  certainly     Mr. 
fliouId  be  extremely  glad  to  accommodate  the  right  honour-  Sheridan. 
able  gentleman,  but  it  depended  not  on  himfelf.     With  re- 
gard to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  remark  on  his  man- 
ner of  fpeaking,  he  really  had  wifhed  to  convince  the*righi[e 

3QJ2  honour- 
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lionourable  gentleman,  without  any  effort  to  appear  fo^  that 
he  was  ferioiis  in  wiihing  this  two  laft  Reports  cjf  the  Financo^ 
Committees  tp  be  referred  to  another  Comnittee*  He  wa% 
)ie  confefledy  amazed  to  bear  any  complaint  of  delay  firoM 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  rooreefpecially  to  hear  it 
^ome  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  it«iuft  be  re*  - 
Colle&ed  that  he  ha4  repeatedly  cenfured  the  right  boDOur* 
able  gentleman  for  his  regular  procrafti nation  of  important 
publicbufinefs  till  the  end  of  every  feffion.  Up  declared  he 
had  expeded,  that  the  laft  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
would  have  b^en  brought  forward  long  ago,  fince,  beioct 
tlieChrifi  mas  holidays,  the  right  honourable  g^tlemanhad 
taunted  him  on  the  ground  of  his  fuppofing  that  he  would 
pot  bring  the  rooUpn  ^or  the  appointment  of  a  Coo^mittee 
of  Finan(:e  forward  ipamediately  after  the  Chriilmasrecefs} 
but  fo  far  from  doing  this,  the  right  honourable  gentlemao 
had  not  brought  it  forward  for  three  months  afterwards, 
"^  and  the  Report  of  that  Cofumittee  had  only  been  on  the  taUe 

about  a  week  or  6ight  d^ys;  and  it  was  no(,  furely,  Mr.  She>^ 
ridan  faid,  very  muph  his  fault,  that  he  had  not  read  the  Re^ 
portbef9reit  was  refreived  and  printed.    With  regard  toth* 
4ay  of  taking  it  into  confiderationf  he  was,  on  his  part,  ex- 
tremely dcfirous  tp  have  it  ponfidered  fome  day   in  the  pre^ 
fent  week,    but  one  gentleman,  who  was  on  the  Com* 
mittee,  was  obliged  tp  be  out  of  t6wn  ail  this  week  ;  and  ha 
wiihed  that  gentleman  to  be  prefect  at  the  difcuffion,  as  ^ 
vnderftoqd  he  was  defiroys  of  gating  his  opinion  on  thi 
fubje£l.     Mr.  Sheridan  hoped,  thpre^r^  that  there  wool! 
be  no  objedion  to  Monday  neat ;   and,    \{  that  day  wa| 
agreed  to  he  wopid  ^rite  to  the  honourable  Member  in  qe^ 
tton,  to  regueft  that  he  would  attend.    He  concluded  wi|i| 
obferving,  that  Monday,  for  tb(^  rfafon  b^  hM  flated,  w^ 
the  earlieft  day  he  coul^  name. 
)lr.  Pitt.      M^  Cbancellpr  Phi  rpgrefted  the  abfence  of  the  geotk? 
man  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  Member;  but  when  ht 
was  told  that  an  bonoprable  gentleman  who  bad  beei^  on  the 
Committee,  w^fs  out  of  to>rn>  afid  wi(hed  to  be  prefent  A 
the  difcuffion,  he  could  not  refift  the  propofed  poftpdoe^ 
ment;  he  could  not .  however  but  lament  the  fiateofpublie 
bufinefs,  as  he  was  aJFraid  ail  ita  Which  h^  tool[  a  part^  woulj 
be  ended  before  Monday. 

Tbe  Speaker  put  the  queftion  On  Mr.  Sheridan's  motioe, 
^  Th^t  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
<<  whole  Hotife  on  Monday  next,  to  take  into  confide^ 
'<  ration  the  Report  of  the  Finanop  Covp^kittee."  Or^ 
dered. 

The  Report  of  the  Com  bill  havii«  been  broli|(ht  y% 

and  tbean^ndmentsof  theCoinmittc<f|^f|^<^0()g^e     ^^ 
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-  A^T.  AUerroan  fVatfin  (who  had  rifen  to  move  a  claufe^  Mr.  Aia« 
Dring  the  progrefs  of  the  Houfe  through  the  amenilments,  Watfon^ 
vtA  had  been  told  by  the  Speaker,  that  it  was  not  then  the 
i^  tiflie)  Tpfe  now,  and  in  a  ihort  fpeech  urged  the  propriety 
imI  ufe  of  eredling  warehoufes  for  the  reception  ofluchfo- 
^gn  corn  as  might  be  imported,  the  expence  of  which  the 
Ikkieripan  propofed,  fhouid  be  defrayed  by  the  importers. 
laving  opened  the  ground  of  his  intended  claufe,  Mr,  Wat- 
bn    moved,  **    that  the  Houfe  do,  the  next  day,  refolve  it- 

•  felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,    to  confider 

*  of  a  claufe  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill  for  that/purpofe,^ 
Phe  ports  at  which  ihe  Alderman  propofed  the  eltablilh- 
Deiit  of  the  faid  warehoufes,  were  enumerated  by  him. 

Lord  Sheffield {dMy  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  ^^^^ 
lepetition  of  his  former  arguments  againft  the  warehoufing  of  shcfficM. 
^reigncorn,  a  meafure  which  could  not  but  be  confideied  as 
iaving  a  dire<^  tendency  to  difcourage  the  growth  of  corn  ih 
this  kingdom,  by  aifording  an  opportunity  to  thofe  who 
prlfhed  to  tak^  a  fraudulent  advantage  or  the  meafure,  to 
create  artifici^^i  rifrs,  in  order  to  be  able  to  open  their  ware- 
tioofesy  and  pour  in  their  foreign  corn,  which  they  had  im- 
ported free  of  dpty.  His  Lordihip  declared  he  would  take 
(he  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  motion  of  the  worthy  Alder- 

Mr,   PVilherfurce  obferved,    that  when  the  warehoufing  Mr.  WiN 
plaufe  had  been  lately  before   the  Houfe,  he  had  fprborn  to  bcrfarcc 

J  rive  any  vote  on  it,  feeling  that  he  had  hardly  fufficleiit  in- 
ormatiof>  to  enable  him  to  form  a  decifive  judgement  on  the 
propriety  of  the  meafure ;  but  the  queflion  was  now  before 
the  Coqnmittee  in  a  very  different  ihape  from  that  in  which 
|t  had  been  before  propofed ;  the  expence  of  warehoufing  was 
then  to  liave  been  borne  by  the  Crown,  it  was  fiow  to  be 
paid  by  the  merchant ;  the  importation  price  was  tlien  48s. 
it  was  now  taifed  to  50s.  and  even  then  there  was  to  be  a 
duty  of  2s.  6d.  on  bringing  the  corn  out  of  the  warehoufe, 
and  in  cafe  of  Irifli  cprn,  of  5s.  per  quarter,  in  order  to 
countervail  the  Irifh  bounty.  He  (hould  now,  therefore, 
certainly  vote  for  the  claufe,  admitting,  that  there  was 
much  reafon  in  what  was  urged  by  the  eentlemen  on  the 
o'her  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  the  expediency  oF  encouraging  the 
farmers  by  a  poffible  high  price  qf  corn ;  a  certain  degree  of 
additional  encouragement  they  would  now  enjoy,  and  for 
his  pat t;  be  durft  not  puih  the  principle  to  fuch  an  extent  as 
was  contended  for.  Faffed  as  the  people  of  this  country 
were  by  faxes»  furely  this  was  not  the  time  for  raifing  the 
price  of  the  nedeHaries  of  life  on  any  plan  of  fpeculative  ad- 
vantage, which,  even  allowing  the  principles  to  be  juft, 
mud  be  called  an  experimental  one«     He  protefled  againft    . 
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theconfequences  that  might  follow  from  adoptii^  it,  ml 
hoped  the  Houfe  wouKJ  feel  too  much  for  the  labourenal 
manufafturcrs  of  this  country  to  accede  to  the  propofal. 

Alderman  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Mr.  Yorke,  aad  Mr.fi|: 
Hh  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  motion ;  the  latter  eTpect^ 
urged  the  neceffity  of  our  aiTuring  the  Americans,  thallW 
might  fafely  fend  their  corn  to  this  countiYf  whidi«o4 
prove  a  certain  market  to  them,  withoat  clogQ^ing  theatf 
portation  with  the  inconvenience  that  had  ona  rarmer 
fion  occurred,  in  confequence  of  the  douht  whether  it  ^ 
be  received  here  or  not. 

The  queflion  was  at  length  put,    when  Uie  Hoi&( 

vided;  -  : 

Ayes,  59;  Noes,  48,  i 

TheReportof  the  Sierra  Leone  bill  having  been  bfOH 
up,    Mr.  Hey  wood  was  (after  a  ibort  converfatioo  oafl 
quqftion  whether  he  fliould  be  heard  or  not)  called  to  fl 
bar,  and  heard  againft  the  bill,  as  Counfel  for  the  Liveqd 
merchants. 

Mr.  Gafcoyne  moved  a  claufe,  as  foon  as  Mr. 
had  finifliedy  the  obje<^  of  which  was  to  enad  that  tk| 
fent  right  of  Britifli  fubje£ls  to  trade  to  that  partof  iUa 
ihould  not  be  afFe£led  by  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr*  Thornton,  after  a  few  words,  moved  two  ] 
tnents  to  the  propofed  claufe,  both  of  which  were 
to. 

A  claufe  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Thornton  to  limit 

duration  of  the  Company's  exiftence  to  thirty  ooejil 

Agreed  to. 

IVTr.         Mr*  Hujpy  wiihed  for  a  claufe  to  make  the  prime 

Hufley.   tunes  of  the  gentleme^p,  who  were  <y>ncerned  in  this 

taking,    refponfible  for  the  whole  of  the  lofles,  wl 

they  might  be;  or  to  oblige  them  to  keep  their  aocoi 

as  to  he  liable  to  parliaojicntary  inrpedlion^  that  dv 

might  from  time  to  time  know  how  they  went  on. 

Mr.  Mr.  Tborni$n  faid,  there  was  a  claufe,    <rf>liging  thecN 

Tborntoii  pany  to  keep  journal^    and   accounts   for  public  tJf 

tion. 

The  bill  being  gone  through,  was  ordered  (o  be 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Thurfd^y* 

The  Houfe  adjourned, 

Xucjday^  %Afh  May^ 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,    for  the  Hoofe 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  eftablifbing  and  cod 
an  order  or  rcfolution  of  the  Governor  and  Council  rf 
gal,  ^c.  and  a  motion  being  made  that  the  Speaker 
chair,  *         ,  j\ 
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Mr.  Francis  (hid,  that  his  objeAions  to  this  bill  were  -^^^ 
Mnded  upon  the  defedls  of  its  principles;  principles,  which  pta^cit* 
jlconlidered  himfelf  as  bound  by  his  duty  to  oppofe  and  rc- 
fobate.  He  had,  with  a  view  of  drawing  attention,  for-* 
pprly  ftated  the  novelty  and  importance  of  the  meafuns 
Ibpoied.  He  mud  ftill  farther  requefl  attention  to  what 
b'iiad  now  to  ftate,  though  he  knew  how  dull  and  tedious 
pry  difi:afl)on  of  Indian  alFaits  appeared  to  the  ears  of  the 
pafey  and  the  fenfe  of  the  public ;  l^ut  this  circumftance, 
Ittle  it  could  not  render  it  lefs  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
|Ui  difcuffion,  increafed  the  merit  of  their  attention.  What 
taght  firft,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  to  claim  attention  was  the 
pie  of  India.  Lord  Cornwallis  quits  his  Government  to 
b  to  a  diftant  quarter,  and  take  the  condu£l  of  a  war.  The 
^traordinary  powers  which  were  granted  to  him  upon  thisi 
i^on  certainly  indicated  a  moft  important  criiis*  The 
ferent  ways  in  which  news  had  been  publiihed  by  Hit 
|bjefty*s  fervants  gave  likewifefome  room  for  apprehenfion. 
pnmrable  news  was  publifbed  in  a  Gazette  with  the  gr^ateft 
jie  and  ofientation :  the  moft  trifling  acquifitions  were  pom«* 

Ky  enumerated;  bat  every  information  of  a  contrary 
ncy  was  diligently  fupprelTed.  This  method  had  not 
iways  been  adopted.  A  perfon  whofe  name  he  fhould  never 
tcolled  without  admiration  and  reverence,  had,  during  his' 
ijpiiniftration,  upon  the  firft  arrival  of  eyery  inteliigeoce^ 
MDmunicated  it  in  a. Gazette  to  the  public,  in  this  refped^ 
Rwever,  fucceeding  Minifters  feemed  to  have  degenerated 
iem  fo  excellent  an  example. 

^When  Parliament,  he  faid,  in  1773,  ^^^  interfered  in 
1^  Government  of  India,  they  appointed  the  Council  to 
mfift  of  five  perfons,  and  placed  in  the  majority  the  power 
f  decifion.  If  one  died,  the  Governor  General,  merely 
bt  they  might  be  enabled  to  decide,  was  allowed  a  cafting 
bte.  Ifhe  mould  at  anytime  be  abfent,  the  cafting  vote 
donged  to  the  oldeft  Member.  Four  then  were  appointed 
Kprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  to  the  Governor  always 
cafting  vote.  Nay,  it  was  farther  enacted,  that  even  if 
iree  fliould  diflent,  he,  upon  his  own  authority,  fhould  be 
nabled  to  a£l  without  them.  Srili,  however,  amidft  this 
Dormous  power,  there  remained  fome  weight  attached  to 
lie  opinions  of  the  CouDcil,  and  aconfequent  check  upon 
be  condud  of  the  Governor.  They  had  now,  however, 
ometothe  laft  gradation;  even  this  remaining  check  was 
snoved.  All  power  centered  in  the  Governor  to  an  extent, 
)  which  it  ought  never  to  be  committed  to  one  man.  Lord 
)omwa!lis  was  not  bound  to  confult  the  Council.  This 
Kked  might  not  be  eafy.  But  h^  was  not  bound,  while  in 
le  neighbourhood,    to  confult  the  prefidency  of  Fort  St. 
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Gedfge,  vihOf  if  they  were  fit  to  goveirii  maft  liWi  k 
fuppofi^d  qualified  to  af&ft  by  their  advice.    Ail  his  afiti^ 
prefent^  and  to  come,  were  faii£lioned.    It  had  bm  a 
Mr.  Francis  faid,  of  which^  indeed,    he  coaldnotJ 
*^         .  that  all  engagements  of  the.coEnpaoy*s  fervants  (hfloll  I 
this  country.      Now,    tlie  country  became  boond  If  i 
engagements,   whatever  they  might   be,  of  one  in*'  ** 
£\ery  thing  was  to  be  done  by  his  fole  power  and  i 
Nor  was  this  power  lijnited;  it  was  to  extend  totki 
the  prefent   war,    Which  might  yet  continue  &wr«l 
years;  during  which  fpace  we  were  to  look  forwarfl 
termination  of  our  prefent  civil  Government  inlndii 
doubted  not  the  intentions  of  the  prefent  Goyemor  C 
he  difputcd  not  his    abilities;  but  the  power 
granted  to  him  he  could  not  approve,  even  in  thej 
of  his  dearefl  friend.     The  prefidency  dared  notgint 
left  they  fhould  clafh  with  thofe  of  Lord  Corni  " 
the  mean  time,  no  provifion  was  made  for  the  Goit 
of  Bengnl,  no  precautions  taken  for  its  fecurity.    Iti 
prived  of  him,  to  whofe  counfels  and  proteiSionr 
was  taught  to  look  for  fafety,  and  deprived  of  the  T 
of  a  regular  Government,  and  the  fecurity  of  thci 
defence.     This  melancholy   truth  appeared  as  the  i 
the  whole;  that  after  all   the  adls  of  Parliament  i ' 
been  made,  fuch  was  the  (ituation  of  difficulty  ande 
ment  into  which  we  had  fallen  in  India,  that  «e  ^ 
laft    obliged  to  refort  to  the   grand   remedy  of 
power. 
General       General  Smith  did  not  more  approve  of  granting  I 
Smith,     traordinary  powers  to  any  commander  or  Gove 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke   lail;  boti 
honourable  gentlenun  complained  of  the  meafar^  I 
that  he  had  like  wife  pointed  out  any  other  remedjil 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  India,  could  be  adopttd 
General  here  read  an  extraft  from  a  letter  of  Lord  1 
ney  to  Sir  Eyre   Coote,  which  contained,  in  his  < 
cafe  exaflly  fimilar.     He  faid  he  wiihf'd  to  afi 
with   himfelF;    and  concluded  with  juftifying  the! 
from  the  neceffity  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  afiaiiS' 
Mr.  Fox.      Mr.  Fox  (M,  the  fituadon   mull  indeed  be  extK 
required  a  remedy  fo  defperate.     Of  ail  refoorce^t 
defpcrate,  and  the  leaft  juftified  by  experience,  w*^ 
power.     He  could  not  allow  of  the  fimilarity  of  if 
Lord  Macartney's  letter.     The  Nabob's  country  1 
been  afligned;  it  was  now  taken.     Nothing  conlJl 
different  than  the  conduA  purfued  in  thetwoinftai 
as  much  as   he  approved  the  one,    he  condemnol  I 
probated  the  other.     He  knew,  indeed,  thatk  1 
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.  iible,  at  this  period,  to  take  up  the  fubjeft,  in  the  mngnitude 
•  it  demanded.     He  (hould,    therefore,  now  decline  the  tafe, 
r^Tcfcrving  to  himfelf  to  enter  into  a  more   complete  difcuf- 
^onof  it  on  foin«  future  and   more  fuitabJs  occaflon.     Mr. 
JFox  faid,  he  rauft  own,    that  he  could  not   help   regarding 
-the  feizure  of  the  territory  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  as  it  liad 
^^^en  denominated  by  an  honourable  Member,  the  moft  vio- 
r  lent  inflation  of  treaty  that  had  ever  been  attempted. 
»     General  5i7i//A  rofe  to  explain;    he   laid,    that  he  by  no  General 
oneans  intended  to  approve  of  the   feizure    of  the  Nabob  of  Smitb. 
;  Arcoi's  territory.     He  meant  only  to  ftatc  a  general  flmila* 
[♦ity  between  the  cafe  of  Lv-^rd  Macartney's  letter  and   the 
N^efeni,  in  which,  from  the  fame  neceflity,  meafures  nearly 
^tiie  fame  had  been  adopted. 

^      Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  the  candour  of  the  right  honour-     Mr. 
^able  gentleman  who  had  promifed  to  make  the  affairs  of  India  Dundan 
j  Jthe  fubje6t  of  future  confideration,  was  entitled  to  the  higheft 
''approbation.     He  had  promifed    to   bring   forward  the  dif- 
cuffion  fully  and  fairly,    and  not,  as  had  already  been  at* 
r tempted,  by  many  collateral    ways.     Whrn  it  (hould  be  fo 
["krought  forward,  he  moft  certainly  (hould  be  prepared  to 
r-iDeet  him.     Any  opinion,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  which  could  be 
[-£>rmed  from  the  papers  at  prefent  on  the  table,    muft   be 
f.arcry  ralh;  and  it  was  but  fair,  in  order  to  determine  with 
'  Ikrecifion,  to  wait  till  they  fhould  be  pofleffed  of  the  proper 
I  means  of  information;  and  till  thofe  concerned  fhould  have 
been  able  to  furnifh  the  materials  of  their  own  juftification* 
}f  there  was  any  fault  in  the  bill,  he  faid,    it  was  to  be  con- 
|,£dered  whether  any  gentleman  would,  by  the  fide  wind  of  a 
(claufe,  wifli  to  overturn  the  whole  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
'  Government  in  India.     The  bill  was  temporary,  and  for  a 
l^'temporary  purpofe.     All  the  power  which  is  granted  was 
:  Aow  exifting  in  India,  and  a£led  upon.     And  the  debate  was, 
whether  they  /hould,  by  this  bill,  render  the  afts  of  Govern- 
ment legal,  or  leave  them  the  fubjefts  of  doubt  and  cavil. 
The  bill  itfelf,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  afforded  the  ftrongeft  proof 
that  the  power  granted  was  not  legal,  (ince,  from  this  cir- 
cumftanceonly,  it  was  that  a  bill  could  be  ueceffary  toefta- 
blifli  andconfirm  it. 

Mr.  Fox  in  reply  faid,  that  the  papers  on  the  table  were  Mr.  F«s* 
at  prefent  the  only  means  afforded  them  of  judging.     The 
opinion  which  he  had  formed  from  thefe,   might  be  wrong ; 
bat  till  fome  farther  explanation  (hould  be  given,  he  muft  re- 
main in  the  fame  perfuaHon. 

'  Mr.  Francis  declared  his  opinion,  that  the  powers  given 
were  illegal  and  inxproper. 

Major  Scott  faid,  that  there  had  taken  place  a  clear  breach  Maj»Sc«tt« 
of  two  treaties,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot^  and  the 
Vol.  XXIX.  3  R  ^^  -  Nabob  }^ 
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Nabob  of  Travancore.  It  had  been  moved  to  have  the  p^ 
pers  printed,  but  the  motion  had  been  negatived.  He  bai 
again  moved  that  they  flioald  be  printed,  but  had  been  tM^ 
that  his  motion  could  not  be  admitted,  unlefs  he  meant  liy 
bring  forward  a  charge*  For  his  own  part,  he  had  cat^^ 
d^red  it  as  a  fafficient  ground  for  a  motion,  that  a  f 
ad  had  been  commiit^  than  any  of  thofe  which  had  ft 
fubje6is  of  accofatibn  to  the  Houfe.  » 

1  he  Houfe  then  went  into  the  Committee,  Mr.  StedeiK 
the  chair.     Some  converfation  took  place  on  the 
claufes. 

General        General   Smith  complained  of  the  extreme  hardflitp,  diil 

Smith,     officers,  who  had  been  fo  long  in   this  country,  flioald  Mf 

again  be  fufFered  to  go  out  into  India,  and  propoied  a  claoft. 

for  repealing  this  a(9. 

Thhe  Chairman  ftated,  that  as  this  claufe  was  not  ti 
ately  applicable  to  the  fuhjeft  of  the   bill,  it  would 
forward  with  more  propriety  as  a  feparate  motion. 
Mr.  Mr.  HippeJItj  faid,  the  Houfe  muft  know,  from  the  _ 

Hippeiley  on  the  table,  that  on  a  former  occaiion,  Lord  Macartnej^ailj 
hfs  Counfel  had  refolved  to  refiil  the  extraordinary  tiawail: 
delegated  by  the  Supreme  Council  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote;.  tkatt 
was  poffible  that  the  powers  now  delegated   to  Lord  O 
wallis  might  alfo  be  oppofed,  as  their  illegality  would  nc 
farily  be  as  obvious  to  the  underftandlng  of  thole  in  Indiai  tij 
it  was  to  this  Houfe.     The  bill  itfelf  afforded  a  proof,  aiAl, 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it  (Mr.  Dan^d; 
had  confefled,  that  the  powers  granted  to  Lord  Comwapl 
had  been  illegal ;  it  was  therefore  neceflary,  by  eflabliAii|| 
and  confirming  them  retrofpeAively,  to  Ihelter  the  ddUl 
Earl  in  the  exercife  of  thofe  illegal  powers.     An  eqaa!  M* 
demefs  and  confideration  (hould,  in  common  juftice,  be  fltf* 
nifefted  by  the  bill  towards  the  fituation  of  General  Mal4iv% 
or  any  other  perfon  who  mij^t  have  thought  it  their  datyi^ 
have  refilled  the  authoritative  exercife  of  powers,  which,  k 
their  judgement  alfo^  appeared  to  have  been  illegally  del^ 
gated,  and  without  a  claufe  of  indemnity,  would  be  Idft  m  4 
very  ferious  predicament,  from  having  acquitted  what  tkcf- 
might  confider  as  an  a(S  of  duty.     The  cafe  having  fo  nelfiT 
occurred  in  the  inftance  of  a  former  Government,  might  W» 
fici^ntly  jufttfy  the  apprebenfion  of  its  occurring  in  the  ptt; 
lent.     Mr.  Hippefley  therefore  Would  move,  that  theM* 
lowing  claufe  might  ftand  part  of  the  bill : 
.     «  That  nothing  in  this  bill  ihall  extend  tojlfta  amyfQ^ 
•*  fon  or  perfons,  who  may  have  refifted*  the  aiithmty«^ 
*<  the  Governor  General,   (ading  under  the  delation  eF 
^*  powers  from  the  Supreme  Council)  by  fubjedfng  tiidk 
•*  perfon  or  perfons  to  pains  or  penalties,  -whld^  r 
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have  incurred^  had  the  authority  originally  delegated  been 


fcgal.'J 
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BufuUs  thoagbt  it  wat  not  proper  to  anticipate  anjr     Mr« 
pie£ftancc  on  the  part  of  General  Medowt,  to  the  authority  Dundti. 
A^egatedto  Lord  Corn wallis,  and  ther(^fore  thf  claufewas 
i«oproper. 

I .  Mr.  HifpeJUy  contended  for  its  propriety,  as  an  aft  of  im-  /"'• 
Mirtiai  juftice  and  confideration  to  General  Medows^s  delicate  Hippcfl^f. 
MKoation  efpecially,  whofe  perfonal  refponfibility  rendered  it 
1^  duty  in  him  to  oppofe  the  exercife  of  illegal  authority, 
vrithin  his  Government,  however  zealous,  as  doubtlefs  hfe 
prould  he,  in  his  co-operation  with  Lord  Comwallit's  gene- 
iral  plans  for  the  condud  of  the  war. 

iClr.  Fo3(  fupported  the  claufe  moved  by  Mn  Hippeiley  ; 
tiie  claufe  was  loft,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  reported  to*- 
anorrow. 

Xhe  Speaker  having  r^fddied  the  chair^ 

Mr.  Hippejlty  obferved,  that  what  had  fallen  from  ah  Mr. 
lionourable  General,  in  ftating  the  di£Ecultiei  under  which  HipptlUy 
tfftB  Company's  officers  laboured,  in  a  paiticular  inftance^ 
i^rould,  he  flattered  himftlf,  be  a  fufficient  apology  for  His 
;#lrefpaffing  fhortly  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  and  o%sx\xi% 
Ifo  their  confideration  an  hardfliip  of  the  greateft  tnagnitude, 
IHid  the  more  fevere^  as  they  were  allotted  to  bear  it  at  the 
:£iine  inftant  that  the  King's  military  forces  in  the  famegar* 
aijons,  or  on  the  fame  duty,  were  exempted  from  it.  That 
St  muft  be  in  the  recolledion  of  many  Members  of  the 
Houfe,  and  of  every  one-who  had  read  the  hiftory  of  the  laft 
war^  that  the  Company's  military  wer&fuffering  under  an 
frrear  of  15,  189  and  even  ao  months,  when  His  Majefty's- 
troops  were  paid  up  regularly  two  months  in  advance.  That 
jllsis  i^as  not  the  only  feverity  attached  to  their  contrafted 
fituation  ;  the  King's  troops  Were  paid  in  gold,  purchafed  at 
a  premium,  and  conlequontly  ata  lofs  to  the  Company,  whilft 
tbe  Company's  troops  are  paid  their  pittance  in  a  debafed 
^arrehcy^  on  which  almdft  an  immediate  lofs  was  often  felt 
t/i  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.  The  confequence  of  thefe  heavy 
arrears  appeared  in  feveral  mutinies  among  the  fepoys, 
wbichy  indeed,  were  foon  checked,  by  the  meritorious  and 
exeaiplary  condudl  of  their  officers ;  but  which  ftill  had 
left  a  very  ferious  impreflion,  and  might  not  be  always 
^tially  fuccefsful  in  fuppreffing  the  alarming  confo- 
quences  of  diiTcnttons  fo  juftifiably  founded.  Mr.  Hip* 
pefley  here  obferved,  that  General  Medows  had  faimfelf 
acknowledged,  that  a  heavy  at  rear  was  accruing,  more 
than  twelve  months  fince;  tnat  he  could  not,,  therefore,  but 
asiticip:\te  alarming  confequences,  if  fuch  odious  diftindions 
ftiU  were  to  obtain  between  the  King's  and  Company's  rnili^  r 
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fary,  "whoCe  merits  and  fervices  were  eqlial.  He  therefef» 
bagged  to  read  the  following  refolution,  which  he  would 
leave  on  the  table,  in  the  hope  that  the  executive  Power 
would  follow  it  up  with  the  beft  and  fpeedieft  means  of  it* 
medying  tlie  evil: 

<*  That  the  payments  to  His  Majefty's  troops,  ferving  ia 
*<  India,  and  'holeof  the  Eaft  India  Company,  ought  to  be- 
**  kept  as  equal  as  poflible,  and  that  no  diftindion  fliooU 
^*  be  made  in  the  denomination  of  currency  in  which  foch 
^<  payments  are  ifTued  to  the  military,  ferving  in  the  fame 
**  garrifonsor  diftiifls. 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  entrufted  with  the  direfiioa 
**  or  control  of  the  aiFairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  to  fend 
**  out  fuch  orders  to  their  Governments,  as  may  moA  efiec- 
•*  tually  fecute  the  obfcrvance  of  a  regulation  fo  neceilary  to 
**  preferve  harmony  in  the  fervice.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  Put  faid,  that  before  the  motion  was  takes 
into  confi deration,  the  fads  on  which  it  was  founded  rauft 
be  edahliflied. 

Mr.  hippifiey  faid,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  the  {^ 
Hippcflcy  to  the  fatisfa<5)ion  of  the  Houfe,  by  incontrovertible  docu- 
ments ;'and  lliould,  if  he  now  withdrew  hismotion,  pitfc 
for  another  day  to  bring  it  forward  u  ith  his  proofs.  This  ho 
owed  to  the  ft:rvice,  with  which  he  had  for  many  years  the 
honour  to  be  conneded. 

At  the  inflance  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

The  order  of  the  da  y  being  read  for  refolviog  into  a  Coo- 
mi  t  tee  on  the  India  papers, 
Mr.  Mr.  BenfiM  faid,  that  as  feme  of  the  moft  material  papers 

Benfieid.  had  been  printed  but  the  day  before,  although  he  had  given 
all  pofTible  attention  to  them  fuice,  he  had  not  been  aMe  to 
make  himfelf  fully  maftcrofthem.  He,  therefore,  wiflied 
the  Committee  to  be  poAponed,  till  gentlenaen  had  had  time 
to  perufethe  papers. 

Mr.  Dunda^  replied  that  he  had  repeatedly  put  oflF  the 
Committee,  at  the  requeft  of  fcveral  gentlemen ;  and  were  be 
to  put  it  ofF  again,'  he  did  not  know  what  day  he  could  naiso 
for  it.  The  papers  in  quedion  had  arrived  hut  lately,  and 
contained  nothing  that  might  not  be  underftood  in  a  ftv 
hours. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  was  now  enabled  to  ftate  the  finances 
of  India,  from  more  perfedl  and  more  regular  accounts  than 
he  had  been  provided  with  on  any  former  occafion.  For- 
metly  he  had  been  obliged  to  make  out  rather  an  eflimate 
than  an  account,  from  a  numl>er  <)f  detached  accounts  from 
the  feveral   preCdeocies*      He  was    now    fnrniibed   with 
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-accounts  from  each,  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  for  threo 
jears,  with  comparative  accounts  of  the  eftimated  and  adlual 
receipt  and  expenditure  for  1789-90,  and  efti mates  of  th« 
probahle  receipt  and  expenditure  from  April  30,  1790,  to 
Afaj  ift,  i79i«  Such  accounts  he  had  always  recommended 
to  the  feveral  prefidencies ;  and  after  much  correfpondence 
on  the  fuhjeft  he  had  at  laft  obtained  them.  They  were 
made  up  at  the  latefl"  date  pofiihie,  fo  late  indeed,  that  the 
accounts  from  Bomhay  had  been  received  only  by  the  laft 
Ship. 

Mr.   Dundas  now  proceeded  to  ftate  the  accounts,  as 
follow : 

ABSTRACT  of  INDIAN  BUDGET  ACCOUNTS,  1791. 

Correat  Rupees,  L.  Stcrliag. 
at  2S« 

The  furplus  ftated  laft* year  for  1788-9        -  1,709,389 

By  the  ftatement  of  this  year  for  1 789-90         -  1,409^079 

Difference  300,310!.  -  ■ 

BENGAL. 
Revenues  were  eftimated  for  1789-90  at    -     S»^o»9S»97 '     5^609,397 
A<Slual  coUeflions  -  -  5,62,06,56a    5,620,656 

Revenues  more  than  eftimated  by  1,12^591  1 19259 

Charges  for  1789-90  eftimated  at  3,16,26,270     3,162,627 

^flual  amount  -  -  3,12,01,486     3,120,149 

Charges  lefs  than  eftimated         -  4,24,784  42*478 

fxcefs  of  revenues        -  -  i>i2,59i  ^1*259 

Aflual  r^fqlt  better  tlian  eftimated  S>37>37S  53>737 

Revenues  for  1790-91  eftimated  at  -    5>22,39,i^27     5,223,94^ 

Charges  for  ditto  dittQ   .         -  •         3,18,32,217     3,183,221 

Surplus     -     2,04,07.210     2,040,721 
,    Which  is  lefs  by  459,786U  than  the 
aftual  furplus  of  1789-90,  which 
amounted  to  -  -      2,50,05,076     2,500,507 

Revenuesof  1787-8  were  -  5*20,28,527     5,202,852 

1788-9        ^  -  5'S3>88,ii4    5,538,811 

178990  -  -        5,62,06,562    5,620,656 

Average  of  tbofe  three  years        -      5>4S»4^o67    5>454>io6 

I  ■  ■■  ■  I  ■  ■■ 
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MADRAS, 

Grofs  rcrennas  on  an  average  of  the  years 

1787.8,  ^nd  1789-90        •                   -  3^'^3>394  U^^i^ 

TV  eftimate  for  1789  90  was  not  received 
in  time^  but  it  was  afterwards,  and  the 

.  revenues  were  eftimated  to  amount  to  34»9^3^  '»39^Jt} 

They  aaually  amounted  to        -             -  3'»3»5'9  Wi^ 

Deficiency    -  SfioM^  '40i3jl 

Charges  1 789-90  eftimated  ta  amount  ^o  37,7 1,360  i,So8,$44 

Afiual  amount                •                   -  43>47>537  hl3^^ 

The  difference  is  S»76,»77  ^3MP 

Which  added  to  deficiency  of  receipts  as 
above^  the  nZ/ica/ account  appears  worfe 

than  the  £/?/•« W  one,  by                -  9>37>Q^  S1^^ 

Rerenues  for  1790^91  eftimated  to  amount  to  44ii'S»94*  Jj7^S* 

And  charges  eftimated  at                 -^  63,7 1 ,438  a,548,W 

i9>55497  78^ 

BOMB  AY.  ^-      "^  ^  ^ 

Averate  revenues  of  three  years,   1787-8  to 

1.789.90               -                          -  '3>q8^3H  J5VH 

Revenues  eftimated  to  amount  ii^  1 789-90  to  1 1 ,91 ,627  13*^ , 

Aflual  amount           -                   >  14*4^,405  J^' 

Revenues  more  than  eftimated              -  2,50,778  ^^^ 

The  charges  were  eftimated  at                -  4^p1lJb^6  Sf^l^ 

The  aAual  fum  incurred  was                -  48,0^685  SSh^^ 

Charges  lefs  than  eftimated               -  9»99^  J^ 

Adding  cTcefs  of  revenue  to  deficiency  of 

•  charges,  the  aSual  refult  appears  better  ^^ 

^han^as  eftimated  by        -          ^        -  3>50>7^9  J^ 

The  revenues  for  the  year  1 790-9 1  are  efti-  ^  J 

mated  at                 J^         '^    ^             .  22,96,316  ^6g 

And  the  charges  to  amount  to           -  67»96>753  ^TT 

Excefs  of  charges                -                      -  Digitize45,oo,437  5*^^ 


Cur.  Rupee*. 

^ 

6)50,000 

65,006 

4.39*44* 
2,10,558 

4$»94* 

41,056 
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BENCOOLEN  and  PINANG; 

Dc^lart  at  51,      L.  Sterlnc. 

fiencooleh  revenues  on  an  average  of  three 

years^  1786-7  to  1788-9  *  i;>C44  3j|i6t 

Theexpenoes  of  Bencooten  and  Pinahg  were 

efiiraated  1^  year  to  amount  to 
The  fupplies  from   Bengal^    in  the  year 

1789-909  amounted  to 

Lefs  than  eftimated  *     ^  ^ 

Thefe  expences  for  1790-91,  are  eftimated 

to  amount  to  *  ^      ^         5^00^000         jpfiOO 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

Actual  Revenues  or  1789-9CU 

fiengal,  current  rupees    -        5,62,06,561    i^«5,6ao,656 
Madras,  pagodas  -  3'>39>5*9         i>aC5,8o8 

Bombay,  rupees  -  14,42,405  107,319 

Total  fevencet  -  -  jC'T>^3>7^J 

Actual  Charccs  of  1789-90. 

Bengal^  current  rupees    -        3>i2,oi,486    j^«3,i20,t49 
Madras,  pagodas^  -  43j47>537         h139yOts 

Bombay,  rupees  -  48,02,685  557>iio 

SA^^^H 


11627,509 

Expencesof  Ben^oolen  and  Plnang  •  439944 

Net  Revenues  -  *         '>587,765 

Add, 

The  amount  of  import  fales  and  of  certificates  *  263,940 

The  total  is  '  -  19847,505 

DeduA  what  paiid  far  intereft  on  the  debt,  as  ftated  tn  laft 
year's  account  -  *  -        438,426 

Applicable  to  the  purcbafe  of  invefiments,  the  payment  ' 
of  commercial  charges,  ice 4  «  •      ""  -       >  $409^079 
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CurrcRC  Ru|>eet, 
at  IS. 
The  debts  in  India  on  April  30,  1789,  as 

per  laft  year's  ftatement 
Ditto  on  the  30th  of  April,  1790 

Increafe  of  debts 


/mount  of  debts  bearing  intereft,  flat<*d  laft 

year 
Ditto  by  this  year's  flatement 

Increafe  of  debt  bearing  intereft     - 
Intereft  payable  in  India  on  the  debt  dated 

laft  year 
Ditto  on  the  debt  in  this  year's  ftatement 

Increafe  of  intereft 

To  the  increafe  of  debts  in  India,  as  above 

ftatcd 

Add, 
The  amount  fubfcrihed  to  tlie  remittance 

plan  in  the  year  1789-90 

The  fum  is  the  total  increafe  of  debt  in  Indfa, 
which  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the 
year  1789-90 


L.  Sttt& 


6,68,07,840 
7,oS>66,526 

37,63,686 

6,680,1 
7,056,6 

376,3 

5,26,06,727 
5,40,69,357 

5,260,6 
5.406,? 

14,62,630 

43,84,263 
44,71,066 

146,: 

438H 
447.< 

86,803 

M 

37,63,686 
39»9».339 

376.3 
399.^ 

77.55.025 

775.J 

ACCOUNT  of  the  Appropriation  of  the  Surplus  Revenues  of  1 
and  of  the  Increafe  of  Debts  there  in  1789-90. 


Net  revenues,  as  before  ftated 

Received  from  the  fale  of  imports  and  certificates 

Intereft  payable  on  the  debts  ftated  laft  year 

Net  furpjus 


263,9^ 
i,847»S^ 


»,409>o; 
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SUPPLIES  to  Europe  and  China,  fiom  thtRefborcetof 
India,  vim* 

hritne  coil  of  cai^goes  ihipped 
for  Europe,       -      C*  R.    ii>oi,56,i5)i    ^.I><n5,6i5 

Supplies  to  China  from  Bengal       21,11,009  2ii>i0i 

Commercial  charges  at   the 
feveral    Prefidencies,.  not  *    \ 

included  in  the  invoice  I0,34»I90  103,419 

I,330>l35 

Remains    -        78»944 
Add  the  arooont  by  nvhich  the  debts  in  India  appear  to  have 

been  increafed  in  the^  year  -  -  775^5P^ 

tocreafe  of  debt  and  remaining  furplus  to  be  explained        )C*^54944^ 


The  balance  of  ca(h  and  bills 

-    receivable  at  Bengali  Ma*      .    Cun  R. 

dras,  Bombay,  and  Ben^^ 

coolen,  on  30th  of  Aprils 

1 790,  as  per  quick  ftocks        h3l^94>^4^ 


IKtto  ditto  oti  ^oth  April, 
•laft^^ 
counts  -'  *       i,t8|24,8oO 


1789,  as  per  la  ft  year*s  ac* 


Increafe  of  caih  appropriated 
The  amount  advanced  for  the 

provifion  of  inveftment  at 

Bengal  -  -       i^7>54»9*« 

Do.  at  Madras,  Vs*  3,10,480,  or  13^19^ SA^ 
Do.at  Bombay,  Rs.  9,39,532  1  i>i3»oS7 
Do.  at  Bencoolen 


».389»4*4 
1,183,480 

207,004 


X,  1 1,043 


Total  advanced 
Tlie  value  of  cargoes  {hipped 

from  thofe  Preiidencies  in 

the  year 
Advanced  for  the  purchafe  of 

coeds,  more  than  (hipped  for 

Europe  in  the  year 
Increafe  of  caih,  and  fums  ad-' 

vanced  for  the  provifion  of 

inveftment 
The  following  fums  have  alio 

been   charged  againft    the 

Company,  which  form  no 

Vol.  XXIX. 


».32,98»S5a 

i,oi,5»,»57 

3*»42»39S 

3»4,43» 

* 

i^hUi 

3S 
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part  of  theaAnaliexpenteti'   : 

of  the  year : 
Increafe  of  debts  owing  to  the 

Nabob  of  Arcoi  and  Rajah 

of  Tanjore's  private  ci^i* 

tors,    not  received  by  the 

Company,  pags.  3,96,766  16,86,22$ 

And  a  fum  vras  to  be  paid  to 

the  Nizam,    on  giving  up 

the  GuntoorCircar,  in  Sep- 
tember 1788,  which,  with 

the  perhcufh  to  30th  April, , 

1789,  amounted  to  pagodas  * 

3,63,01^,  not  included' in 

laft  years  account  •  15,42,805 

Thefe  account  for  an  increafe 
of  debt  to  the  amount  of  32>299030         322^903      ^449^4f^ 

10,300 


The  accounts.  No.  27,  28,  and  34,  (hew  alfo  fome  other  articles 
pf  receipt  and  expenditure,  under  the  heads  of  Profit  and  Lots,  HlU 
which,  as  they  nearly  balance  each  other,  are  omitted.'  About  a  lack 
of  pagodas  appear  to  have  been  received  at  Madras  for  bills  oa.tht 
Court9  which  is  nearly  the  increafed  value  of  ftores  there,  as  per 
Ko.  36'  4 

Mr.  Dundas  having  finifiied  his  calculatione»  bbfenred^ 
that  Jie  had  on  former  occafions  entered  into  fome  conlidera- 
tions  how  far  the  general  fVate  of  affairs  of  the  Eaft  IfiAa 
Coppany  was  likely  to  he  permanent.  Ihe Committee 
would  certainly  not  exped  from  him,  that  he  fliould  enttr 
Into  any  difcuffion  of  that  kind  at  prefent;  becauie,  tagive 
an  account  of  what  was  likely,  to  be  the  future  profped  of 
India,  during  a  depending  war,  would  be  an  attempt  very 
'idle  and  very  ufelefs,  and  not  at  all  calculated  to  afibrd  any 
information  to  the  Committee*  He  fliould,  he  faid,  have 
wtihed  to  have  remained  totally  filetit  till  peace  had  been' fc* 
ftored  to  India,  when  he  might  have  been  able  to  have  judged 
of  the  importance  of  India,  a^  conneded  with  the  pblitKat 
*  .  flate^the  trade,  and  commercial  affairs  of  this  kingdom;  . 
but  if  he  were  to  be  totally  filent,  it  might  be  inferred  that 
he  acquieiced  in  many  things  which  he  had  heard,  in  many 
things  which  he  had  (een^  and  in  many  things  which  hehal 
read,  within  fome  weeks  paft.  They  bad  been  told,  tl* 
burdeps  were  fo  heavy  and  grievous,  *  that  riiey  were  not  to 
ke  fupported  hy  all  th»  icfources  of  India  ;  ciiat  they  weic 
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pliieatehed  with  inftant  ruin;  and  in  order  that  thefedelu- 
fions  might  have  their  fiair  colouring,  iChad  been  offer  tec)  that 
all  thofc  heavy  burdens  might  probably  very  foon  come  on 
Ihe  revenue*  of  this  country;  tor  that  it  was  impofli'>Ie  t^at 
the  revenues  of  India  could  fuftaip'  them.  There  certainly 
hadbeen,  Mr.  Dundas  e^bfer^ed,  ho  want  of  coloi^ring  to 
lieighten  that  bufinefs.  Some  gentlemen  bad  caculated  the 
cgipence  of  the  war  ih  India  at  the  rate  of  three  millions, 
others  at  four,  others  at  fix  millions,  nay,  he  had  heard  it 
ikated  at  twelve  millions.  Thefe  accounts  differed  in  their 
amounts,  exadtly  as  it  fuited  the  vivacity  of  the  feveral  gen- 
tlemen who  chofe  to  give  the  ftatement.  He  however  was 
not,  he  declared,  abfurd  enough  to  enter  into  a  conteft  with 
any  of  thefe  calculators.  There  mufl  be  fome  Jata  on  which 
to  proceed,  fome  accounts  from  which  concluflons  were 
^awn;  but  they  had  neitlter  one  not  the  other  before  thenb; 
he  had  heard  fpecuiations  on  numbers  of  millions  updn 
JDtllions,  without  a  fingle  account  having  been  laid  upon  the 
pihle.  He  had,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  flated  a  variety  of  calcu- 
lations, but  hitherto  no  accounts  bad  been  moved  for,  men- 
tioned, or  laid  before  the  Houfc,  from  which  fuch  a  Hate* 
dent  could  poffibly  hare  been  afcertained.  There  was,  lie 
knew,  one  eflimate  before  the  Houfe,  upon  which  fonie 
account  might  be  taken.  He  guarded  againft  beinj;  among 
the  number  of  thofe  who  wifhed  for  war  in  India,  pr  who 
exprefled  their  hopes  of  the  fuccefs  6fthe  war.  God  only 
knew,  bis  wifh  and  prayer  had  always  been  for  peace, 
t^eacehad  been  his  prayer,  even  at  the  time  when  he  beard  of 
the  vidories  on  the  Malabar coafl. 

When  fome  had  chofen  to  aflert,  that  the  Indian  war  had 
originated  in  this  country,  it  was  fome  confolation  to  him  to 
Tpfleft,  that,  from  the  moment  he  had  heard  of  a  war  in 
India,  no  means  had  been  negle£ied  in  this  country  tofupply 
that  country  with  force  fufBcient  to  enable  Government  to  , 
bring  it  to  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  iflue.  He  had  endea- 
voured, Mr,  Dundas  faid,  to  afFord  ample  means  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  fhort  and  honourable  conclufion  ;  but  to  have 
wilhed  for  tbe  commencement  of  the  war,  as  had  been  af- 
feried,  would  have  been  to  have  entertained  a  wifh  adverfe 
toevery  view  he  could  have  in  life,  to  every  wifh  and  view 
that  could  exifl  in  his  mind,  or  In  that  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral. There  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  fuch  being  the 
cafe,  becaufe  it  was  impoffihie  there  fhould  be  evidence  of  a 
fa€l  that  never  exifled.  y«  faid,  that  at  the  fame  time  that 
bedefended  himfdfagainfl  the  afTertion  that  he  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  Indian  war,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Com- 
naittee,  that  the  very  firfl  time  it  was  made  the  fubjcdl  of 
debate  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  defired  not  to  be  conCdered  as 
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^ivin|;  any  o}4nioa  at  all  with  regard  to  the  event*  Al 
wars  were  in  their  nature  cocertain,  and  liable  to  a  rmtxr 
of  contingenc'es  that  were  incapable  of  calculation,  wi 
therefoi  e  with  regard  to  the  facceft  of  thi^  war,  he  had  wifli4 
to  fay  nothing,  it  wat»  be  hoped,  unncceflary  tocoofiie^ 
the  Indian  war  in  that  eloomy  point  of  view  in  which  it  had 
been  repn^fented,  as  ifit  would  drain  the  finances  of  Iit£a» 
When  that  queftion  was  brought  forward,  he  (hocldy  he  Jn 
clared,  take  his  fliare  in  thedifcuffion  ofit^  hut,  if  tbcf 
wifhed  to  form  any  thing  like  a  judgement  as  to  the  expnoa 
of  the  war,  there  was,  he  Qiid,  only  one  gaper  on  the  tiUi| 
that  deferred  the  name  of  a  probable  receipt  and  difbotfe^ 
Oient  for  179K  The  amount  of  Mr.  Dundas*s  calcolatiQe! 
on  this  paper  was,  th;;t  whatever  the  inveilment  coft  aboft 
552,8261.  was  likely  to  be  the  expence  of  the  war.  Botl^ 
begged  it  by  no  means  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  declared  tfaii| 
exprefsly  and  pofitivcly  to  be  the  real  amount. 

With  regard  to  the  Indian  eftimates  in  general,  he  wod^j 
^r.  Dundas  faid,  take  u(H>n  him  to  a^m  that  from  lli 
manner  in  which  he  took  credit  for  thero,  he  was  perfcfih; 
warrantee)  to  afk  ir,  and  toexpedl  it,  particularly  forBengA 
They*had  ever  been  fo  cautious  in  making  their  efiimafc^ 
that  the^dlual  revenue  had  always  been  more  than  the  efr 
mated  revenue,  ;ind  the  real  charges  lefs  than  the  eftiniaM 
charjgjes.  Another  thing,  very  material  to  be  taken  utplU 
account,  M^as,  the  time  when  thele  eftimates  were  madesf^ 
Thofe  of  Pengal  were  not  made  up  earlier  than  tlie  firil  m 
Aoguft  laft,  and  thofe  of  Madras  not  later  than  Septcober| 
men  did  not  fit  down  in  their  clofets,  and  make  dwfe 
calculations  in  addition  to  the  uncertain  expenee  of  the  war» 
But  thefe  calculations  were  formed  at  a  time  when  they  M 
experience  with  rc^gard  to  the  war  to  guide  them  ;  thej  OHift 
therefore  have  had  in  view  the  fi^ttlement  for  the  remaiiiiii| 
months  of  the  year.  This  was,  Mr  Dundas  (aid,  ftilH**! 
ther  confirmed  by  thisclfcumftance,  namely, that  in  BoiDbaf| 
eight  months  of  the  currency  of  the  year  had  gone,  45QrSCX3k| 
was  fpent,  and  for  the  remaining  tour  months  there  weiv 
a50,cooI,  There  were,  heconfeCed,  two  charges,  iioefti» 
mate  of  the  expences  of  which  was  given;  the  one  vtf 
for  General  MedowA  army  three  months,  when  they  paW 
intothe  My  fore  country,  not  in  ihe  month  of  Oftobcr,  as 
expeAed  but  in  the  month  of  January,  during  which  period 
no  provifion  was  made  for  the  army :  fecondly,  no  accooat 
was  taken  of  ths  regiments,  which  Lord  Cornwallis  nicMt- 
to  carry  with  him  from  Bengal  to  Madras  He  hoped  Is 
had  complied  with  the  w-ifhcsofa  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man,  inlaying,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  expencos  oftbe*>^^ 
before  the  Houfc.      Mr.   Dundas  begged^^jmigbrnot  h 
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sntfunderftood;  he  relied  not  on   the  eftimate  on  the  table^ 
nor  did  he  give  any  plan  of  his  own,  but  bethought  he  was 
perfi^Iy  warranted   to  fay,    that   thofe   who  romantically 
.    caJcttlaced  the  expence  of  the  prefent  war  in  India  at  three, 
four,  fix,  or  twelve  millions,  could  do  it  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  merely  to  alarm  the  country,  as  matters  then  flood, 
w'tthout  more  papers  and  better  information   to  guide  their 
jodgements,  they  mud   all  allow   that  they  were  fpeaking 
peifeAly  at  random  on   the  fuhjedl.    He  owned,  that  he 
bad  great  reafon  to  lament  the  expence  of  the  war,  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  thofe  who  thought  that  the  prefent 
war»  under  any  probable  ifTue,    was  a  fubjefl  that  ought  to 
cre^e  in  their  minds  that  gloom  and  alarm  which  it  feemed 
'  to  have  fpread  among  fome  gentlemen.     In   1783,    when  it 
was  commonly  fuppofed  that  the  EaA  India  Company  owed 
four  millions,  the  right  honourable  gentleman   oppofite  to 
him  (Mr.   Fox)   who  certainly  had  not   wifhed  to  fet  thp 
I     afEairs  of  the  Company  in  the  be  A  light,  declared  he  believed 
their  debt  was  above  ten  millions;.     Before  1785,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  faid«  it  was  in  h€t  above  ten  millions.     Therefore,  if 
they  compared  the  ftate  of  the  Company's  aiFairs  at  that  pe- 
riod, when  every  maa  was  afraid   to  approach  it,    although 
it  had  hnppily  been  encountered,    and   looked  at  this,  they 
would  perceive  no  reafon  for  defponding  with  regard  to  India. 
He  was   fnre  he  did  not  envy  his  right  honourable  friend, 
nor  was  be  defirous  of  undervaluing  the  refonrces  of  this 
country,  but   he  was  of  opinion  that  the  day  was  much 
nearer  when  the  refources  of  India  would  furnifli  afliftance 
to  this  country,  than  when  this  country  would  be  obliged 
to  lend  her  aid  and  fupport  to  India.    With  this  declaration 
Mr,  Dundas  concluded,  and  faid  he  fliould  not  trouble  the 
Committee  at  greater  length   on  the   fubje(5^,    but   would 
jnove,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the 
•*  average  revenue  of  three  years  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa 
''amounts  to  5  crore  45  lacks  and  4  ,067  current  ru* 
"  pees.** 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  as  foon  as  Mr.  Dundas  fat  down,  and  faid,  Mr. Fox. 
he  did  not  meiin,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  to  trefpafs  long  upon  the 
Committee,  but  he  thought  himfelf  particularly  called  upon 
to  fay  fomethin^  in  reply  to  what  had  been  faid  in  fome  parts 
of  the  fpeech  which  they  had  heard  from  the  right  honourable 
.  gentleman  who  had  ju (I  fat  down.  And  one  Ariking  point 
in  it,  and  a  moft  material  one  he  confidered  it  to  be,  was, 
that  towards  the  conclufion,  where  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (lares  that  the  day  was  near  at  hand  when  India  ^ 
might  be  expedled  to  be  in  that  flourifliing  fiate,  that  in 
^       place  of  calling  upon  England  for  aid,  India  would  he  enabled 

10  afford  affiftance  to  England.    This  was  an  opinion,  Mr.         
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Fox  faid,  that>  were  it  well  founded,  mafl  give  the  greateft 
fatisfadion  to  the  country;  he  owned,  however^  that  kdlA 
not  appear  to  him  to  t^e  well  founded,  upon  any  one  ground rf 
ftatement  or  argument,  that  lie  had  yet  heard  or  been  alik 
te  recoUedb.  He  muft  likewife  fay,  that  it  haid  not  tlfer 
greater  weight  with  him,  when  he  heard  the  afiertfon  coem 
after  a  moft  guarded  and  evafive  declaration,  that  with  » 
gard  to  the  papers  on  the  tahle,  as  far  as  tliey  refpeAed  die 
expences  of  the  war  in  India,  the  Committee  were  not  ts 
eonfider  themfcrlves  as  poflefTed'of  the  right  honourable  g» 
tleman^s  own  opinion  upon  that  fubjedt,  or  the  probablfe 
refuit  of  it.  A  great  part  oF  the  right  honourable gentleman^k 
fpeecb,  Mr.  Fox  iaid^  had  been  employed  to  exculpate  hto* 
ieif  from  the  charge  of  being  the  author  of  the  war  in  India. 
For  his  part  he  thought  it  mattered  not  fo  much  who  w» 
the  author  of  ir,  as  what  were  likely  to  be  the  confeqoenoes 
of  it ;  and  upon  that  point,  he  believed,  there  could  be  hot 
oae^pinion  in  the  country,  and  that  was  entirely  againft  any 
war  of  the  kind,  which  could  be  attended  with  nogoode£Ftd^ 
was  a  certain  expence  and  calamity  both  at  home  anditt 
India ;  and  had  not  lor  its  ohjeA  any  thing  that  could  jaftii^ 
the  policy,  juftice,  orexpediency  of  it.  He  never  had  £iid 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  the  auth'>r  of  it; 
for  he  had  no  prerenfions  to  fay  fo,  when  he  took  fuch  pains 
to  difclaim  it;  nor  had  he  ever  given  his  opinion  on  the 
amount  of  the  expences  which  might  be  incurred  by  diat 
war* 

As  to  the  eftimates  now  prefented,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  tHb 
right  honourable  gentleman  bad  taken  great  pains  to  convhi^ 
the  Committee  that  no  opinion  cc^uld  be  form.d  of  the  ei* 
pence  by  the  eftimate  on  the  table;  ^nd  at  the  fame  time»  i» 
a  very  curious  manner,  argued  as  if  he  wiHied  them  to  be- 
lieve that  they  might  depend  that  the  expences  hitherto  in* 
curreddid  not  exceed  that  eAimace;  and  when  he  faid,  that 
it  would  be  ra(b,  foolifh,  and  mad  in  him,  or  any  one,  to 
eflablifli  opinions  upon  the  probable  expences  from  that  efti- 
mate, though  he  infinuatedthat  it  contained  all  that  had  been 
advanced  in  confequence  of  the  war  up  to  thelateft  (leriod  of 
infornution,  he  believed  the  fa6l  to  be  quittf  otherwife,  and 
that  the  expences  already  far  exceeded  the  eftimate;  a  ma^er 
that,  perhaps,  with  more  propriety  might  be  afterwards 
difcufled.  He  believed  that  the  expence  would  certainly 
amount  to  five  or  fix  millions  at  leaft.  From  gll  tliat  could 
be  made  out,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  from  what  official  information 
they  had  received,  from  common  news,  anJ  fiom  the  latcft 
letters  from  Madras,  it  wa$  generally  believed  that  it  would 
be  much  greater,  and  the  event  very  uncertain.  The  right 
,  honourable  gentleman  lud  alluded  to  his  opinions,  U|>ottir**' 
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brmeroccaftoii,  tefpefiingthe  amount  of  the  debt  in  India, 
tiGnig  from  the  arrears,  and  other  chains,  after  the  laft 
tar  in  that  country,  and  had  dated  that  thefe  arrears  had 
inr  exceeded  even  wliat  his  (Mr.  Fox*s)  own  opinion  itaid 
«ckoned  xbem  at,  and  that  the  total  debt  jimounted  to  mord 
Jkan  ten  millions.  Now  with  this  before  their  ejres,  would 
my  perfon  be  bold  enough  to  fay,  that  arrears  and  debt 
ivould  not  be  increafed  after  this  war,  even  when  it  was 
DOiK:luded,Mn  the  fame  manner  as  they  did  before  i  If  they 
bould  (ay  fo,  be  would  l)e  glad  to  know  upon  what  fuppo- 
Btion  their  opinions  were  founded.  In  (faort,  if  this  efti* 
oiaie,  when  al!  the  authority  which  the  right  honourable 
l^tlenoan  could  give  it,  was  added  to  it,  it  feemed  by  his 
own  account  to  be  worth  nothing,  as  a  guidance  to  the  Com- 
mittee, or  from  which  they  could  form  any  guefs  of  the  pro» 
bableexpence. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
that  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  fuccefsof  the  war;  tobd 
fm  he  could  not;  but  if  much  reliance  was  to  be  had  on 
the  argument  which  he  had  ufed  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
ififcuffion  on  this  Indian  war,  ce.rtainly  the  Committee  had 
Mfon  to  expe6l  that  fucccfs  would  be  the  refult  of  it ;  and 
if  they  thought  this  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
leal  fentlments,  they   no  doubt  would  entertain  fanguine 
tlopes  that  his  opinion  was  well  grounded.     Much  ftrefs 
^  be«i  laid  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  events  that  had 
already  happened  in  India,  were  reprefented  in  this  country; 
and  it  had  bee^n  faid,  that  both  in  their  nature  and  conf- 
luences they  had  been  much  exaggerated.     But  if  this  was 
the  cafe,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  would  aflc,  what  fteps  Minifters 
bd  taken  to  convince  the  public  that  the  fafts  were  other- 
wife,  than  common  report  ftated  them  to  be?  Or  rather,  by 
their  total   fuppreffion   of  all   official   communication,  and 
their  filence  with  regard  to  the  difpatches  they  had  received, 
might  It  not  be  inferred,  that  their*  own  opinions  of  the  in- 
formation was  worfe  than  the  ftatement  which  the  public 
had,  could  lead  them  to  form;  when  it  feemed  they  dared 
not  publrfli  the  accounts  which  they  had  received  ?     He  was 
f  arrartted,  he  faid,  to  fay  this,  when  he  calleil  the  attentidn 
i»f  tlie  Committee  to  the  only  communication  that  the  pub- 
lic had  received,  and  that  without  knowing  by  whaf  autho- 
rity it  was  given;  a  letter  fent  to  the  newf'papers,  giving  an 
account,  to  be  fnre,  of  very  gallant  condu6t  both  in  our  offi- 
ccn  and  rtien,  hut  little  fatisfacftion  as  to  the  progrefs  or 
ftate  of  the  war ;  and,  at  any  rate,  confidering  the  manner 
'n  which  fomcrnewrpapers  were  conduced,  the  public  had  a 
right  to  fome   more  authentic   mode   of  information,  and 
^'ght  at  Icaft  have  expected  a  Gazette  upon  this  fubje6l. 
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Mr.  Fox  again  Aated,  that  he  had  not,  nor  could  U^ 
give  a  (lired  opinion,  neither,  he  helieved,  could  any  body^i 
of  wliat  might  be   the  probable  expence  of  the  war;  bolt 
he  could  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  impropiiety,  and  the  imfA 
juilice  of  the  obje^  of  it,  which  he  underdosed  to  be  thai 
of  extirpating  Tippoo  Sultan.     He,  however,  tnifted  tli^ 
we  would,  by  fome  kind  of  peace  or  other,  by  not  accon* 
plifhing  that  obje£l,  fave  from  difgrace  and  infamy  the  BM 
tifli  chara£ler  in  India.     He  could  not  prophecy  more  t\m 
the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  but  did  believe  that  M 
would  be  roiftaken  in  all  our  hopes  of  fuccefs^  miftakea  i 
all  our  deiigns  and  purfuits  again  ft  Tippoo,  and  finally 
taken  in  our  attempts  to  drive  him  from  the  ,M jfore  i 
try;  events,  that  had  already  happened,  juftified  thefe 
tions,  and  we  were  daily  hearing  fomething  or  other  ^ 
tended  to  corroborate  thofe  fuppofitions.     Mr.  Fez 
many  compliments  to  the  Britifli  army  now  in  India,  and 
convinced  of  their  exertions.     They  pofleiled,  he  laid, 
tary  ardour,  great  profeilional  ikill,  and  confpicuous  g 
try.     Highly,  however,  as  he  rated  the  Britifti  foree^ 
found  that  we  had  no  reafon  to  think  contemptuoufly  of 
adverfary ;  every  frefli  inftance  only  tended  to  coofirai  m 
a  contrary  opinion.     He  would  therefore  infift,  that  tlm 
news  that  this  country  could  receive  from  India  woaU 
^hat  peace  was  concluded  ;  and  when  he  faid  thisy  he  ike 
be  aflked,  what  kind  of  peace  would  you  wifh  ?     TotbW 
would  anfwer,  any  kind  of  peace,  without  addition  of  tei  ^ 
tory,  that  could  be  obtained,  and  was  not  dilhonoonbkV 
the  country.     Going  to  war  for  the  acquifition  or  extcaioi 
of  territory,  he  would   always   reprobate  as  impolioe  ^4 
unjuft.     If  you  perHH  In  ths  war^  {aid  Mr*  Foxt  <^  ^1 
might  fay,  even  get  immediate  peace,  what  will  be  the 
^uence  of  the  war  you  have  engaged  in  ?  why  the  ce 
of  having  your  military  force  in  India  weakened  and 
niflied;  your  revenues,  both  there  and  at  home,  drainei 
exhaufted;  and  your  name  and  chara£ler,  as  a  great  e 
difgraced  and  lowered  in  the  pinion  of  the  world  at 
As  to  the  authors  of  the  war,  ^ntinued  Mr.  Fox^  whatew 
difgrace  they  might  meet  with,  it  was  not  his  befioeft  W 
point  them  out;  nor  could  he  fay  whether  it  originated  widij 
the  government  in  India,  or  the  Board  of  Controul.    fbj 


believed,  however,  the  general  opinion  in  this  country  va^l 
that  it  was  commenced  in  confequence  of  orders  from  hocDfii| 
In  defending  himfelf  from  any  blame  on  this  point,  theijdit| 
hdnourable  gentleman  iiad  faid,  who  could  fuppoft  that  11^ 
or  thofe  he  aded  with,  could  wi(h  for  a  war  }  But  wfaitl 
was  this  fort  of  argument^  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  hot  the  ddi 
exculjiation  of  every  Minlfter^    and  his  general  defrncfti 
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hm  his  condud  was  called  in  queRion.  With  him  he  faid, 
hsid  fio  weight,  and  never  could,  except  that  he  could  ad- 
it a  circamftance,  merely  impoflible,  that  it  was  the  pecu- 
nr  idtereft  of  a  Minifter  to  plunge  his  country  in  a  cala- 
ilous  war,  that  fpecies  of  defence  might  be  brought  for' 
ird  on  all  occaiions. 

They  could  not  afcribe  blame  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  conti- 
ie<3  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  war  is  contrary  to  every  opinTon 
9kX  We  know  from  him*  We  likewife  know  now,  that  th« 
hrcbafe  of  the  fortrefles  of  Jaycottah  and  Cranganore, 
JBIB  the  Dutch,  by  the  Rajah  of  Travancore,  which  was 
lice  the  oftenfible,  is  not  the  real  caufe  of  the  war;  and  it 
i^quzlly  contrary  to  all  the  orders  that  we  know  were  fent 
lltai  the  Board  of  ControuL  But  whatever  future  enquiry 
iglit  bring  out  on  that  fubjed,  let  us  owe  it  to  wliomfo- 
btr  we  may,  the  calamity  is  irreparable  in  fome  degree,  in- 
IftYich  as  our  finances  "are  wafted,  and  our  reputation  loft. 

Mr*  Fox  came  next  to  the  general  ftate  of  our  finances  in 
il&if  and  the  flourishing  condition  of  it,  which  hsd  been 
llipatiated  upon ;  he  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  it  was  fo, 
M  would  be  more  fo,  when  he  faw  and  knew  it  to  be,  as  de- 
bribed  that  night;  but  he  mull  own,  that  what  occurred 
he  other  day,  when  the  finance  report  of  1786,  and  that  of 
iffgU  were  under  their  oonfideration,  ftaggered  his  faith  a 
ll^  deal  with  regard  to  all  reports  of  that  nature;  and  he 
Imtioned  the  Committee  not  to  be  too  fanguine  in  their 
f^ies  or  expedations.  Let  them  confider,  tlut  the  India 
kbt  now  amounts  to  fixteen  millions  fterling,  to  which  we 

tve  to  add  the  eight  hundred  thoufand  in  the  eftimate  upon 
t  table,  and  then  fay,  whether,  in  the  prefent  appearance 
If  circumflances,  there  were  ftrong  grounds  for  fanguine 
fVofpeAs.  Notwithftanding  all  he  faid  againft  the  meafures 
^hich  feemed  to  prevail  in  the  (yftem  of  government  in 
lldia-^notwithftanding  the  injuftice,  the  impolicy,  and 
iffrepute  of  the  war  now  carrying  on  in  India — notwith- 
ftanding the  impoverifhing,  calamitous,  and  difgraceful 
confequences  that  muft  attend  the  continuance  of  it — not* 
l^ithftanding  the  certainty  of  the  expence,  and  the  improba- 
Klky  of  advantage  accruing  to  this  country  from  it,  ftill 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  would  clofe  with  the  right  honourable 
(entleman,  if  he  could  make  good  what  he  had  concluded 
hilfpeech  with;  and  be  happy  to  make  a  bargain  with  him, 
if  it  could  be  properly  guaranteed,  by  giving  all  the  advan- 
tage and  afliftance  which  the  moft  fanguine  friends  to  the 
taft-India  Company  could  expe£l  it  would  be  produflive  to 
this  country,  provided  it  were  well  guaranteed,  that  the 
Eaft-India  Company  would  never  again  require  farther  af- 
fiftance  from  this  country. 
Vol.  XXIX.  3  T  Mr. 
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Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox,  faid,  he  had  either 

Dundas.  iiiifunderAood>  or  miibonflru£lion  had  been  put  upon 
words,  when  lately  up*     He  never  meant  that  the  C01 
tee  fhould  form  any  opinion,  or  guefs  at  the  probable 
ces  of  the  war  from  the  edimate before  iheAi.     He.  had 
ilated,  that  as  far  as  it  went,  it  included  the  expences 
had  been  aiSlually  incurred  up  to  the  lateA  period  of  their 
vioes,  and  might  ferve  to  fhew,  that  the  furmifes  which. 
been  made  in  this  country  on  that  point,  were  faF" 
He  therefore  requefied,  he  faid,  <hc  attention  of  the  " 
tee  to  the  explanation  of  his  own  words.     It  had  cei 
been  ftated,  that   the  expence  of  the  army  amounted  l^ 
lacks  of  pago<ias  a  month ;  but  gentlemen  feemed  not  C#-i 
aware  that  all  this  was  not  an  increafed  or  extraordinary 
pence,  but  included  the  ordinary  military  eftabliflimeD^ 
well  as  any  increafe  that  the  prefent  emergency   roqi 
With  regard  to  the  bargain  offered  by  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman,  when  the  proper  time  came  for  difcuffing 
point,  I}e  believed  he  might  fafely  make  it,  and  guarai 
without  much  rifque. 

As  to  the  authors  of  the  war,  he  begged  leave  to  (ay  a 
words  on  that  point.  When  he  had  formerly  mentioned 
conduct  of  Lord  Cornwallis  as  highly  meritorious,  w 
he  fiill  muft  confider  it  to  be,  he  then  wiihed  to  difclaim 
ihare  of  that  merit  to  himfelf ;  but  for  all  this,  he  by 
'  means  wiflied  to  Ihift  blame*  if  there  was  any,  from  hii 

and  place  it  on  the  (houlders  of  Lord  Cornwallis.     Oo 
contrary,  he  would  declare  that  he  approved  of  all  that 
had  done,  and  fliould  any  blame  be  the  confequence,  he 
equally  entitled  to  his  (liare  of  it.     He  never  had  faid 
of  fanguinc  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  rather  thought  he 
retort  upon  the.  right  honourable  gentleman,  who,  in 
fliort  fentence,  had  exprefled  his  opinions  in  a  much 


fanguine  way  than  he  had  dbne.  There  was  another  poiC 
on  which,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  would  fay  a  few  words;  aal, 
that  was  relative  to  the  concealment  of  difpatches;  thefe£& 
patches  did  not  come  to  any  fecret  Committee  of  DiredoiB^ 
nor  was  it  ever  meant  to  conceal  the  contents  of  them;  M 
the  contrary,  the  puhlic  were  in  pofTeflion  of  all  they  coi* 
tained  eight  cays  before  the  Company,  or  any  perfoninfll- 
fice,  knew  any  thing  about  thenii.  And  ibis,  lie  wasfreetH- 
fay,  was  entirely  ov.ing  to  an  accident;  One  box  bad  bett. 
left  in  the  Hiip,  and  it  was  afterwards  found,  upoaanez«> 
prefs  being  fent  down  for  it,  that  it  contained  all  the  dtf-, 
patches  which  were  intended  for  the  Company,  the  Secie« 
tary  of  State's  Office,  the  War  OflBce,  the  Board  of  C<»* 
troul,  and  for  himfelf  individually;  and  the  public  being  itt 
poffeflfion  of  all  the  information  fo  long  before,  by  means  of 
3  Coiood 
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»lonel  Floyd*s  letter,  it  was  needlefs  to  make  any  Gazette 
I  the  fubjedt*  However,  as  this  had  occafibned  difcuffion 
another  .place,  and  it  had  happened,  that  on  the  very  day 
that  difculTion,  more  news  arrived,  it  was  immediately 
inted  in  a  Gazette;  and  this  feeming  to  be  approved  of,  in 
tore  he  would  take  care  to  give  them  Gazettes  whenever 
Ij  thing,  either  good  or  bad,  came  to  his  hands.  Having 
is  faid>  he  thbught,  enough  on  Gazette^,  he  would  add 
Idling  more  on  the  charge  of  concealment.  There  were 
jwever,  many  other  obfervations,  hefaid,  in  the  fprech  of 
fe  right  honourable  gentleman  which  he  could  eaiily  have 
hfmd,  but  at  that  late  hour,  he  would  content  himfelf 
lib  what  he  had  faid. 

Mr.  Fox  in  reply  faid,  that  he  always  allowed,  as  was  well  Mr.  Fox. 
fbwn  to  the  Houfe,  every  gentleman  to  explain  his  own 
irds  in  any  way  he  thought  proper.  He  replied  to  what  Mr. 
Bndas  faid  about  his  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  and  thought,  not- 
flhftanding  the  accident,  when  the  difpatches  arrived,  a 
izette  flioold  have  been  printed,  that  the  public  might  have 
|d  feme  more  authentic  account  than  a  newfpaper. 
Mr.  HifpeJUy  exprefled  his  fatisfaflion  at  what  had  dropped  Mr, 
km  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  who  Hippeflcy. 
d  faid  he  hoped  there  was  at  this  inftant  peace  in  India. 
toce  was  fo  defirable  an  obje£^,  that  he  could  wifh  mod 
icerely  to  fee  it  eftabliftied,  even  on  the  principle  of y?a/« 
^  taking  our  compenfation  for  expences  in  money,  rather 
an  territory,  which  probably  would  infure  the  moft 
rmanent  tranquillity,  and  certainly  coalefce  more  with 
^  fpirit  of  the  fubfifting  flatutes  for  the  government  of 
ilia.  It  might  appear  neceffary  for  him,  or  the  origi- 
i  ntover  of  the  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  war,  to  fay 
mething  on  the  prcfent  occafion  ;  but  at  fo  late  an  hour  he 
lOiild  confine  himfelf  to  a  very  few  words.  On  a  former 
ty,  when  he  had  adduced  certain  extradls  from  the  Com- 
iny's  records,  in  fupport  of  his  own  opinions  of  the  impolicy 
the  war,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  it 
fficient  to  confider  them  as  referring  to  an  antiquated  date, 
id  net  applicable  to  a  more  recent  period.  Mr.  Hippefley 
id  fince  recurred  to  the  records  of  the  Company,  and  found 
lem  uniform  in  their  principles  of  policy,  with  refpedl  to 
e  danger  of  oiFenfive  alliances  with  the  Mahrattas,  and  the 
ft  rud  ion  of  the  only  natural  barrier  (the  My  fore  power) 
hich  prefented  itfelf  againft  them.  In  thefe  principles  of 
und  policy,  the  Governments  of  Bengal,  Madras,  and. 
>inbay,  had  uniformly  concurred.  Thefe  were  the  fenti- 
ents  alfo  of  didineui/hed  individuals,  of  Mr.  Haftings,  of 
r  Eyre  Coote,  of  Lord  Macartney,  and  many  others  of  / 
cat  ability  and  local  knowJedge,  given  too  in  the  very  hourooQle 
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of  contention  with  Hyder  Ally,  as  the  Rqport  of  the 
Committee  would  fhew.  Mr.  Hippefley  faid,  becoaUfi 
cover  the  table  with  extrads  in  point,  to  the  latcft 
all  to  the  fame  effed.  But  he  would  content  hti 
reading  one  of  the  many  in  his  hand,  which  wasan 
of  the  Minute  of  Lord  Macartney  and  Council,  whidi 
birth  to  the  negociation  that  ended  in  the  laft  peace  of  IJ 
galore,  dated  December  1783,  at  Fort  St.  George*  • 
<<  are  convinced  tliat  there  can  be  no  (incere  or  penna 
**  peace  with  Tippoo,  if  Mangalore  be  not  reftoredtoth 
**  It  were  to  be  wi(bed  he  were  humbled,  bat  we  oa^ 
*^  to  fee  him  cruQied :  a  barrier  is  necefliiry  againft  dK' 
"  grown,  and  ftill  over-growing,  power  of  the  Mi ' 
^<  State,  which  threatens  to  cover  all  Indoftan."  Mr. 
pefley  obferved,  that  this  opinion  was  exaSlly  fimilar  CDiJ 
recorded  principles  of  every  antecedent  Government  of' 
and  fufficiently  juftified  the  fentiments  he  had  eat4 
the  fubjefi,  and  had  delivered  in  the  Houfe«  He  bad 
only  to  wifh  that  a  fpeedy  and  honourabl6  termination «f( 
difficulties  might  be  brought  about,  on  a  bafis  which 
beft  fecure  the  Britifh  interefts  in  India. 

Mr.  HuiTey  did  not  comprehend  the  anfwcr. 

Mr.  Dundas  again  explained. 

Mr.  Hufley  wanted  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Bcn/ieU (sLidf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  haJ 
g^ven  a  proper  anfwer  to  Mr.  Hufley,  which  be  coqU  ' 
as  well  as  many  other  errors,  by  going  into  the  papea 
large;  but  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  enter  into 
wide  a  field  of  detail  at  that  late  hour;  h«  hoped,  tl 
that  there  would  be  no  objedion  to  his  moving,  <<thatdi 
<<  Chairman  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  agaxD^  ll 
made  «'\  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  Dundas  replied,  he  Hiould  moft  certainly  oppofetM 
motion,  and  trufted  that  the  Committee  would  agrre,  tU 
he  ought  to  move  his  refolutions  that  night,  and  if  theM 
nourable  gentleman  did  not^choofe  then  to  go  into  anyl^ 
marks,  which  he  might  wifh  to  fubmit  to  the  CommhU 
he  might  make  them  to  the  Houfe  when  the  mport  ihodj 
be  under  confederation.  ! 

Mr.  HuJ/iy  afked  if  the  pight  honourable  gentleman  «l 
fure  of  his  premifes  ?  He  was  not  fatisfied,  be  {aid,  with  dij 
fort  of  anfwer  he  had  received,  nor  did  it  appear  to  him  Ij 
be  a  proper  one.  He  explained  what  the  nature  of  ill 
doubts  were.  i 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  endeavoured  to  fatisfy  Mr.  HnS^ 
and  ftated^  that  there  was  unavoidably  fuch  a  difficulty  S 
the  mode  of  making  up  all  Indian  accounts,  that  he  was  oij 
furprifed  the  honourable  gentleman  W4S  fomefrhat  poszlol 
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and  received  an  anfwer.  The  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Pict 
iaid,  had  recently  been  fo  much  acquainted  with  matters  of 
finance,  that  he  could  eafily  reconcile  it  to  himfelf,  he  had 
no  doubt,  that  accounts  of  finance  made  up  with  one  view, 
would  be  found  rather  unintelligible  when  confidered  in  ano- 
ther. In  order  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  as  clear  art 
idea  of  the  cafe  as  poilible,  let  him  fuppofe  that  in  the 
charges  of  our  own  accounts  from  the  firft  of  May  I79i> 
to  the  laft  day  of  April  1792,  the  unfunded  debt  was  placed 
at  the  top  of  the  account,  and  the  land,  and  malt  tax,  and 
iixb  other  articles  as  conftitute  what  are  ufually  called  the 
Ways  and  Means,  were  placed  under  it,  and  a  balance  wi^ 
ftruck,  that  balance  would  not  be  the  real  deficiency.  In 
like  manner  were  the  Indian  accounts  mad^  out.  In  aniwer  to 
Mr.  Benfield,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  fubjeA  then  under 
difculfion  before  the  Committee,  was  merely  the  confideration 
of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  territorial  poileffidns  in 
India,  which  were  put  under  the  fuperin tendance  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Crowil,  and  aot  the  commercial  affairs  of  the 
Company,  which  had  nothing  do  with  the  fubje£l  of  the 
day* 

General  Smith  maintained  that  it  was  impoilihle  to  feparate  Creaenl 
the  confideration  of  the  affairs  in  this  country;  to  give  a  Smitk. 
juft  account  of  them,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mufl 
comprehend  the  aflets  of  the  Company  at  home  and  abroad. 
If,  for  inflance,  the  debt  of  the  Company  was  the  topic k, 
and  a  parcel  of  bills  of  exchange  were  drawn  upon  Leaden- 
hall-ftreet,  though  the  debt  in  India  would  be  decreafed,  the 
debt  would,  in  fadi,  be  only  transferred  in  part,  but  taken 
altogether,  at  home  and  in  India,  would  remain  tl^e  fame.  It 
bad  that  day  been  flated,  that  the  righr  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  change  I  his  opinion.  He  however,  was  one  of 
thofe.  General  Smith  faid,  who  had  not  chnngctl  his  opinion, 
but  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  of  the  war  that  he  had 
done  at  firft.  Moft  of  the  gentlemen,  he  obitrved,  were 
afraid  to  (late  any  opinion  at  all  upon  the  fubjetft  of  liie 
war;  but  that  was  not  the  cafp  with  him  ;  by  the  laft  advi- 
ces, he  faw  reafon  to  helievc,  that  the  war  was  approaching, 
to  its  conclufion,  and  he  would  ftate  why.  From  what  had 
pafled  on  tHe  Malabar  coaft,  Colonel  Ab«rcrombie  and  Co^ 
lonel  Hartley  were  approaching  to  Mangalore  and  the  Bid- 
denore  country.  That  would  alarm  Tippoo,  who  would 
haften  towards  thefe  places,  and  make  peace  to  preferve 
them.  The  General  founded  his  expe<5lation  on  what  had 
pai&d  in  former  wars,  firft  with  Hvder  Alky,  and  after^ 

wards 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


j,o  I>  A  R  L I  A  ME  K  T  A II Y         A.  ij^t. 

wards   with  his   fon  Tippoo.     The  Biddenore  couotrj  hft 
Aatfd  to  be  the  favourite  poiTei&on  of  both  father  and  iamil 
and  he  was  perfunded  that  1  ippoo  would  do  every  thing  ia  i 
his  power  to  fave  it.     1  alking  of  peace,  the  General  faaJ^ 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  hoped  that  no  peace  wquld  be  agreoi 
on,  till  we  fhould  have  gained  the  obje£i  of  the  war  ;  ani 
what    was  the  object  of  the  war?  In  theiirft  places  it  W3 
our  future  fecurity.     The  General  here  read  a  letter  vrrittc 
in    17819  by   General    Matthews,  who   was  fent  upon    tbm 
expedition  he  had  recommended,  and  afterwards  fella  facxi* 
iice  to  the  cruelties  of  Tippoo  Sultan.      1  his  letter,  he  €iIm 
ferved,  was  wruten  with  a  prophetic  kind  of  fpirit.    It  Hated 
that  1  ippoo  was  anxious  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  theTravai 
core  country,  which  would  enable  him  to  enter  the  Camatic 
whenever  he  pleafed^  and  that  he  would  certainly  feize  the 
jBrft  favourable  opportunity  of  doing  fo.     It  therefore  llatcd 
the  going  againft   Mangalore  and  Biddenore,  which  whcA. 
carried  into  eiFed,  adually  induced  Tippoo  to  make  peace. 
General  Smith  reafoned  upon  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and 
faid,  the  objed  of  the  war  at  that  time,  and  at  prefent  was' 
the  fame,  but  that  we  now  had  a  much  more  powerfal  force 
than  we  formerly  had  under  Sir  Eyre  Cbote.     As  the  Rajah 
of  Travancore  was,  if  not  our  ally,  at  leaft  our  tributary^ 
he  faid,  we  were  bound  to  defend  him,  and  fecure  his  terri- 
tories from  danger,  which  could  only  be  done  by  gaining  the 
poiTeffion  of  thofe  paiTes  through  which  Tippoo  could  enter 
the    1  ravancore    country,    whenever   he  thought   proper* 
Ihe  Geneial   therefore  repeated   his    declaration,    that  he 
thought   the  obje<^  of  the  war  was  to  lay  the  ground  of 
future  fecurity- 
Major         Major  Maitland  rofe,  and  began  by  afluring  the  Commit- 

Maitland.  tee,  that,  at  that  late  hour,  he  (hould  not  take  up  much  of 
their  lime;  he  however>  could  not  forbear  making  a  few  ob- 
fervati- >ns  on  what  had  been  faid.  He  confefled  himfelf  tp  be 
^  one  of  thofe  romantic  perfons  who  thought  the  expenceof 

the  war  would  be  twelve  millions  at  leaft.  That  was  bis 
opinion,  and  he  confefled  it  to  be  fo,  becaufe  he  grounded  it 
on  his  knowledge  of  the  expence  of  former  wars  in  India. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  brought  for- 
ward a  ftatement,  whici  he  told  the  Committee  he  could  not 
himfelf  believe ;  and  he  had  taken  abundant  pains  to  induce 
them  to  do  fo.  Another  romantic  thing  was,  that  fhould  the  ex- 
.pence  of  the  war  be  fix,  eight  or  ten  millions,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  h:id  declared^  that  India  would  afiifl 
Great  Britain  before  fbe  would  require  adiftance  from  us.  H« 
would  leave  it  to  the  Committee  to  judge  how  far  that  idea 
Was  rafli  and  romantic,  or  not.     The  Major  faid  be  (luNiId 

I  not  wonder  if  the  next  accounts  from  India  ftated  that  the 
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rops  of  the  Carnatic,  and  confequently  the  revenue  of  the 
^rnatic,  were  ruined  for  the  enfuing  year.  He  explained 
pea  what  principles  he  "founded  this  opinion.  He  ftated, 
hat  General  Meadows  went  into  the  Carnatic  at  a  feafon 
rben  the  crops  were  off  the  ground,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
eturned  from  harveft  to  their  refpe^ive  villages,  and  that 
le  fuddcniy  marched  jufl  when  the  fenfon  fubfequent  to  fow- 
tg  the  crops  had  commenced,  and  took  with  him  every  man 
le  could  lay  hold  of  to  augment  his  army.  Without,  there- 
ore,  ftrcngthening.  his  own  force,  he  had  wcaened  and 
lepopulated  the  Carnatic,  and  left  it  in  a  ftate  of  ^ant  of 
lefence.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Major  ob- 
ierved,  had  been  pleafed  to  fay,  that  a  letter  of  Col.  Hoyd, 
vhom  he  (the  Major)  d dared  he  revered  greatly  as  an  oflB- 
«r,  gave  as  good  an  account  of  the  progrefs  of  the  war  up 
0  the  time  that  the  difpatches  came  away,  as  Government 
¥erc  in  poffeffion  of.  That  Major  Maitl.  nd  denied ;  the 
letter  gave  an  account  ot  a  defeat,  for  fuch  it  certainly  was, 
Mit  it  Told  them  no  one  thing  with  regard  to  the  general  ope- 
ration of  the  war.  He  contended  th:it  the  Britifh  army  in 
:hc  Coimbatore  country  had  been  totally  defeated;  and  whtn 
le  (aid  fo,  he  did  hot  mean  drfeated  in  the  field,  but  checked 
n  its  operations  and  progrefs,  not,  the  Major  faid,  from 
want  of  men  well  difciplined,  not  from  want  of  brave  and 
Ikilful  officers,  but  for  another  reafon.  He  declared  he 
bunded  this  affertion  upon  the  contents  of  a  paper  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had,  he  prefumtd,  inadvertently 
'uiFered  to  be  placed  on  the  table.  The  Houfe,  Major  Mait- 
land  faid,  were  in  poffeffion  of  his  opinions  re^peSing  the 
war;  he  acknowledged  that  he  entertained  fanguine  expefta- 
tions  of  its  fuccefs,  and  he  had  flated  the  reafon  why  ;  but 
he  had  at  the  fame  time  made  two  exceptions,  one,  in  cafe  the 
liead  of  the  army  ajSled  imprudently,  and  fent  away  detach- 
ments from  the  main  body ;  the  other  in  cafe  there  was  a 
want  of  provifions.  Gentlemen  would  recolleft  that  he  bad 
been  filcnt  refpefling  the  head  of  the  army,  when  he  laft 
Tpokeupon  the  fubjed;  the  adl  that  had  paffed  the  Commit- 
tee that  day,  gave  him  hopes  that  our  arms  would  prove  more 
fortunate  than  they  hitherto  had  done,  hecaufe  if  our  men 
were  weH  difciplined,  and  our  officers  fkilful  and  fpirited,  the 
Want  of  fuccefs  muft  be  afcribed  to  fome  other  caufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///  faid,  it  was  natural  for  the  honour- Mr.  Pii*. 
able  officer  oppoGte  to  him  whofe  profeffional  habits  might 
lead  him  to  difcufs  any  military  topics,  to  fpeak  upon  the 
conduit  of  the  war;  but  he  would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe, 
whether  it  was  not  rafh,  and  premature,  nay  unfair,  to  call 
any  reflexion  on  an  officer  who  was  ferving  his  country,  at 
the  rifque   of  his  life,  iu  a  diAant  clime,  and  at  a  time 
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.  too  when  the  Houfe  could  not,  from  any  thing  before  themy 
be  enabled  to  judge  how  far  any  fuch  refledton  was  merited 
or  not.  He  could  not  therefore  fit'iilent  and  hear  an  attack 
haftily  and  rafhly  made  on  the  charaSer  of  General  Mea-  ! 
dows,  and  his  condu£l  in  this  war.  Every  man,  fituated  as  ' 
General  Meadows  was,  was  entitled  to  the  protedion  of 
that  Houfe,  and  to  have  fo  much  credit  with  his  coaiitry,  at 
to  be  thought  meritorious,  until  forae  proof  of  the  contrary 
was  eftablifhed*  After  a  reflefbion  or  two  more  of  this  fort, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  be  thought  he  owed  to  every  perfon  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  to  fland  up  in  their  defeoOB 
in  their  abfence,  and  to  pronounce  any  reflexion  on  their 
conduct,  to  be  equally  hafty,  prematura  and  unjuft* 

.  Major         Major  Maitland  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  in  an- 

Maitland.  fwer.     He  did  not  mean  to  criminate  General  Meadows, 
who  might  be  ferving  his  coantry  poffibly  at  the  rifqoe  of 
his  life,  or  to  make  any  perfonal  reflexion  to  his  prgadio& 
He  held  it  to  be  unfair  and  unhandfome  to  do  fo  of  any  man^ 
who  had  not  an  opportunity  of  defending  himfelf;  Init  Us 
opinions  upon  the  fubjefb  of  the  condud  of  the  war  weren^  ' 
fecret  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  tfet* 
India  Board.     1  hat  right  honourable  gentleman  well  knev 
that  thofe  opinions  were  not  haftily  or  iuddenly  formed,  but 
founded  on  fa6t  and  experience.     He  fpoke  from  what  te 
was  perfectly  aflured  of,  and  had  formed  a  decided  opiniw 
on  the  fubjeft ;  and  though  he  gave  General  Meadows  ffoSi   \ 
credit  for  his  gallant  fer vices  heretofore,  he  held  it  to  be  Iiii   I 
duty  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  to  give  his  opinion  on 
every  public  meafure,  and  therefore  he  muft  periift  in  de* 
daring  the  war  to  be  impolitic  and  unprofitable* 
Mr.  Mr.  Benfield  faid,  as  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  ftate  hit 

Bcafidd.   objef^ions  to  what  had  been  urged  by  the  right  honourable    ; 
gentleman  that  night,  he  wouM  do  it  on  the  report,  when    1 
he  doubted  not,  he  fhould  be  able  to  make  it  appear,  tht    j 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  miftaken  in  many  ftate*' 
rocnts. 

Iftr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  PUt  faid,  it  (hould  be  underftood,  thet  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  conceived  that  there  was  an  ob- 
jeiflion  to  his  fpeaking  his  fentiments  in  that  ConNniCtee^ 
the  obje£tion  was  in  his  own  mind,  and  no  body's  elfe.  He 
was  perfe<aiy  at  liberty  to  ftate  them,  refpe6llngthe  queftien 
then  before  them.  They  were  perfeAIy  prepared  to  hear 
him,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  was  him* 
felf  prefenr  in  the  Committee, 
^r.  Mr.  Benfield  faid,  at  that  late  hour  (it  being  eleven  o'clock) 

BcDfictd.  |jg  ^,f^^ij  ^^^  attempt  to  go  into  the  detail  that  he  intended. 

Mr.Dua-      Mr.  Dundas^  by  wav  of  explanation,  obferved,  that  gentle- 
^**-      men  confounded  tht  ftatement  of  the  revenue  and  chsirres  el 
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the  Comp^Dj's  territorial  dominions  in   Indb  with  their 

ci>iAmeirciAl  concerns,  and  the  general  fiate  of  their  a£Rurs. 

GemlemeD  might  as  well  tdik  of  the  Somb-Sea  Company, 

B&  cf  the  Cocnpimy's  credit  at  home.     The  only  fnhjed  to 

be  debated  were  bis  refolntioiis^  which  were  refo7cxt(ons  of 

Ei£t,  ttrrning  upon  figures^  and  vihlch  he  dtEod  any  mark  to  ^ 

cail  in  qtteftiott. 

Ififr.  BinfeU  faid,  the  papefs  laid  upon  the  table,  referred     *^r. 
lA  the  affairs  of  India,  and  therefore  he  conctived  they  Bcnfidd. 
w^trt  fit  fubjefis  of  difcnfTion. 

Mr.  Benfitld^S  motion  being  negatived, 

Nlr»  Dundas's  reiotutioiis  were  federally  put  and  agreed  < 

to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

Tlief  Houfe  adjourned. 

Mr.  Fox  bronglit  in  his  bill  refpefiing  libels,  which  t?as 
react  a  firft  time. 

The  preamb'e  fiated,  that  whereas  it  was  the  right  of 
jories  in  criminal  cafes,  wherein  a  general  KToe  was  joined,  to 
prWe  a  general  verdifl  of  guilty  or  not  guilty;  and  whereas 
ioiibts  had  artien  whether  juries  were  entitled  to  the  fame 
right,  in  cafes  of  ifiiie  joirred  on  indt^ments  or  informations 
for  libels,  the  bill  propofed  that  it  fhonld  be  declared  and 
rliaded  that  the  right  of  juries  to  give  a  general  verdict  on 
a  general  iffue,  extended  to  ptofecutions  on  libels,  as  well  as 
ail  other  proceedings  whatever  in  criminal  matters. 

Mr.  Fox  moTed  that  the  bill  fhoutd  be  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Mr.  Afitjhrd  ro(e  zni  faid,  that  the  bill  was  undoubtedly  Mf. 
»f  great  magnitude,  and  was  very  well  entitled  to  the  moft  ^flitford. 
lerious  attertion  of  the  Houfe;  a  meafure  calculated  to  alter 
the  eflahhOicd  proceedings  of  the  Couns  of  law,  ought  not 
to  be  pafled  in  a  hurry,  but  ought  to  be  difcu0etl  with  great 
gravity  and  deliberation.  No  man  could  revere  more  than 
he  ii'H\  the  inftiju  iv^n  cf  juries,  which  he  coniidered  as  the 
bulwark  of  puhtic  und  private  liberty.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  thought  that  Hou'e  wo\ild  do  well  to  paufe  a  Jittle,  Ktbre 
ii  refohed  to  unlctilt  dofUines  (flaw  which  hod  alrooft 
uniformly  prevailed  ever  fince  the  revolution,  or  to  fake 
away  that  jurifdi<5^ ion  which  hadappeart^d,  from  the  practice 
of  the  Courts  ever  fmce  th;<t  period,  to  belong  to  the  Judge, 
and  not  to  the  ju»y.  No  one  would  fuppofe  that  the  Judges 
of  the  prefent  day  could  have  any  perfbnal  intereft  in  with- 
holding from  juries  any  of  iheir  legal  and  conftituiional 
fup^ions:  they- could  not  poffibly  luve  any  o'ber  wifii  ihan 
to  pieferve  the  uniformity  and  confiftency  of  legal  declficns. 
If  Judges  were  to  confuit  only  their  own  perfonal  intereft. 
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they  would  rejoice  at  a  meafure  which  would  throw  upoii 
juries  the  exercife  of  an  yngracjous  office.     A  general  va- 
di£l  of  a  jury,  in  cafe  of  libels,  would  conceal  the  igDoraiioa 
pf  a  judge,  if  he  fhould  happen  to  be  fo  little  acqnaintat' 
with  his  profeilion,  as  not  to  be  able  to  lay  down  clearly  tbii 
law  on  the  particular  queftion ;  and  if  he  was  corrupt,  hil 
general   verdi£l    would   cover    his  corruption.      This  hi| 
would,  no  doubt,  confult  the  cafes  of  the  Judges;  but  infii 
doing,  would  it  be  of  ufe  to  the  public  ?  Thele  obfervatioo^ 
Mr.  Mitford  faid,  he  had  thought  it  necefiary  to  make^.iic 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  the    Houfe  from    pafiing,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  a  bill  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  of  thi 
utmoft  importance. 
Solicitor      The  Sc/icitor  General  expreStd  fimihr  fentiments  tothofe 
Ocpcral.  of  the  gentleman    who   had  juft  (iat    down.     He  began  by 
proteffing  a  moft  religious  regard  for  the  inflitution  ofjurie% 
which  he  confidered  as  the  greateA  blefling  whicfi  the  Bridlll' 
conftitution  had  fecured  to  the  fubjed.     He  had  his  doubtj^ 
however,  whether  the  bill  then  before  th^-  Houfe  would  ad 
to  the  utility  of  that  invaluable  inflitution.     The  manner  a 
which  the  preamble  was   worded   did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  tree  from  c  bje£tion,  becaufe  he  believed  what   was  tbereii, 
ftated  as  a  fa&,  was  not  generally  admitted.     If  he  were  10 
be  governed  by  that  which  was  the  ufual  guide  of  Court% 
precedent,  he  muft  fay,  that  doubts  did   not  exift  whether, 
the  right  of  juries  to  give  a  general  verdift  in  criminal  pro- 
fecutions,  on  a  general  iffue  joined,    extended    to   hbels,  fc 
as  to  leave  the  juries  judges  of  the  law   as  well  as  the  fa£U 
the  opinions  of  Lord   Mansfield,    of  Sir  Dudley  Ryder,  rf 
Lord  Raymond,  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Lee,  and  other  greal 
Judges,  lay    the  other   way;  and  an  honourable  friend  of 
his  (Mr.  trfkine)  had   gone  fo  far,    a  few   days  ago,  as  to 
^(Imit,  that  ?f  he  were  placed  by    His  Majefty  in  a  judicial 
fituation^  he  would  feel  himfelf  hound  by  the  decifions  aad 
opinions    of  the  learned  Judges  who  had  gone  before   hia. 
Surely  th<»n  it  would  be  coneeded   to  him,  that  a  bill  whidi 
wa  to  unfettle  the  do6^rines  of  the  Courts  of  law,  after  they 
had  obtained  for  a  wh  le  cenfury,    and  had  been  faiiwlionea 
by   the  greattft    law    authorities  which  this  country  cotiU 
b^aft,  ought   not  to   be  carried  with   precipitation  (hrougli 
Parliament;  and  he  h.  ped  he  ftiould  not  he  thought  to  afk^oo 
much,  If  herequefted  that  before  the  iie^tt  difcuflionof  thebill 
it  might  he  printed. 
This  r.ilhd  up 
Mr.  Mr.  Er/kinc,  who  dfclari'd,    that    fooner  thnn  he  wooH 

Erikine.  confent  to  give  up  thepif  nnible  of  the  Kill,  he  would  abandoB. 
the  bill  itfelf  for  the  prefent,  and  leave  it  to  the  people  of 
England  to  protect  their  rights  themfelves  by  their   veidids 
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Dojnries,  until  a  more  favourable  moment  (hould  arrive^ 
when  Parliament  would  recognize,  as  a  fundamental  prin-  . 
dple,  therightof  juries  to  give,  in  cafe  of  libels,  the  (ame 
general  verdidl  which  they  had  an  unqueftioned  right  to  give 
On  any  other  criminal  proceeding  whateven  He  beggedlt 
might  not  be  underftood,  that  becaufe  a  determined  friend  to 
the  preamble,  it  was  his  obje£l  or  his  wi(h  to  confound  the 
fundions  of  the  Judge  and  of  the  jury;  fo  far  from  it,  he 
Was  determined,  that  where  they  were  legally  and  conftitu-  ^ 
tionally  diftin6V,  fo,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  they  ever  (hould  ^ 
continue.— *  Whenever  any  fpecial  matter  was  pleaded,  the 
Judgeand  not  the  jury  was  to  decide;  but  he  ever  would 
contend,  that  when  the  general  ifTue  was  joined,  the  law  and 
the  fad  were  fo  implicated,  that  they  could  not  be  feparated, 
and  the  jury  had  a  legal  and  confltitutional  right  to  decide 
upon  both  by  giving  a  general  verdift*  This  was  not  denied 
in  any  criminal  proceeding,  except  in  that  of  libels:  thedif- 
tindlioii  appeared  to  him  to  be  without  a  difference;  and  there- 
fore he  would  ever  fet  his  face  againft  it. 
•  Something,  Mr,  Erikine  obferved,  which  he  had  faid  on  a 
former  day,  was  brought  up  this  day  by  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  (the  Solicitor  General)  to  prove  that  the 
praflice  of  the  Courts  for  a  century  back  had  not  been 
erroneous ;  becaufe  he  had  faid,  that  were  he  placed  in  a 
judicial  Ctuation  by  His  Majefty,  he  would  feel  himfelf 
bound  to  abide  by  the  precedents  laid  down  by  hispredeceflbrs* 
He  did  not  mean  on  this  day  to  retra£t  a  fyliable  of  that 
declaration;  but  he  might  be  permitted  to  explain  it,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  reafons  on  which  it  was  founded,  were 
Act  known  to  his  learned  friend.  He  had  always  been  of 
opinion,  thai  when  a  pradice,  erroneous  in  its  principle^ 
had  long  obtained,  it  was  not  by  the  authority  of  a  Judge, 
but  of  theLigiflature,  that  it  ought  to  be  correfled ;  for  the 
role  which  one  Judge  fhould  lay  down  might  be  varied  oi^ 
refcindedby  his  fucceflbr;  and  thus  uniformity  of  proceeding 
would  be  entirely  deftroyed,  and  a  fatal  uncertainty  eftablifhed 
in  its  room. 

Thcfe  were  the  grounds,  Mn  Erikine  faid,  on  which  he 
formed,  and  on  which  he  would  abide  by,  that  declaration, 
which  was  this  day  quoted  as  an  objedion  to  the  bill.  He 
confidered  as  very  fingular  and  extraordinary,  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  thefecond  reading  of  a  bill,  which  had  been  brought 
in  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  every  part  of  the 
Houfe;  and  he  did  not  think  it  very  refpeftful  to' the  unani- 
mity which  had  prevailed  on  theoccafion,  for  gentlemen  to 
rife  up  againft  the  fecond  reading.  The  Houfe  in  unani- 
moufly  giving  his  right  honourable  frimd  (Mr.  Fox)  leavt  .^ 
to  bring  it  in,  might  be  faid  to  have  given  art  opinion  on  the       ^       — 
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Tubje^,  which  what  liadbecnraidthisday  could  BOtbe 
fufficieut  to  (hake* 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  i^0x  rofe  in  fupport  of  the  fecond  readtngoffais 
*  He  ohferved,  that  it  was  as  new  as  it  was  irregular  ia 
tlemcii  to  oppofe  the  preamble  of  a  bill  out  of  a  Cxnimi 
for  every  one  knew  that  it  was  in  the  Committee  that 
preamble,  and  tlie  other  component  parts  of  a  bill 
fcparatelj  confidered  and  di  feu  fled  ;  and  he  betieTed  this 
the  £r{t  rime  that  an  oppofition  to  a  preamble  was  made 
Houfe.  When  gentlemen  recollected  the  advanced  ftafe: 
t!)e  feflion,  they  could  not  exped  that  he  would  a{iee|»' 
*  put  off  the  fecond  reading  to  a  diftant  day;  he  meant  to  hxm 
it  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday  next,  and  comnaitted^ 
TnefJay  in  the  next  week.  Jn  the  mean  liroe  he  (aid,  jt 
might  be  printed ;  aiid  as  it  was  very  fliort,  it  could  eafilf^ 
be  printed  before  the  fecond  reading.  With  refpe^  tojl^' 
preamble,  he  did  not  dgree  with  bis  learned  friend  that  it  wm^ 
lb  efientially  necedary  to  the  bill,  that  if  one  was  notcarxifl^ 
the  other  ought  to  be  given  up;  he  would  be  glad  to  carqf 
both  through  ;  but  if  he  could  fo  far  fatisfy  the  fcnipiesdF 
fome gentlemen  by  giving  up  the  preamble,  as  to  preraS' 
upon  them  to  vote  for  the  bill,  he  felt  liimfelf  very  mudll 
difpoled  to  make  that  compromife;  and  the  more  fo,  as  )|p, 
was  fure  of  attaining  the  main  objeft  which  he  had  in  vjcn  .- 
byanenaSing,  as  well  as  a  declaratory  clauie;  though  le 
confefled  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  he  had  his  choice  he  woull 
prefer  the  latter: 

The  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  on  Friday  was  then 
put  and  carried, 

Mr.  Steele  having  brought  up  the  report. of  Lord  C<^a* 
wa'Iis^s  Power  bill, 

Mr.    Dundas   propofed  a  claufe  to  this  effect,  Tliat  tbt 

powers  given   by  this  bill,    fliould  be  excrcifed  by  Gcncnl 

'^         Meadows,  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  abfcnce  of  Lord  CornwaIBs» 

or  if  appointed  Governor  General,  or  by    whoever  was  a^ 

pointed  to  that  fitnation. 

This  claufe  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  was  orders  J 
to  make  a  part  of  the  bili. 
Won  T.  The  lionourable  7ic;7i^j  Grr«T//7ferofe»  andbegan  hisfpeedi 
^rcnTJu'e.  ^^*^'^  flawing  his  reafons  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
upon  this  occafion;  and  he  truii^ed  that  the  prefent  ftats  in 
which  the  country  really  wps,  would  he  a  fvifficient  apology* 
It  was,  he  faid,  in  a  lint ,  of  conftant  terror,  and  ferfoos 
alarm;  day  after  day  was  repularly  producing  f^meihing 
more  dangerous  in  .ipi>earance,  more  uncettain  in  event,  and 
lefs  intelligible,  rhan  what  had  gone  before;  and  all  thi« 
V.  ithout  any  juuifiable  caufi  being  given  or  afligned  by  thofe 

wl^ 
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^wbo  were  CTtTufied  with  the  cjtecutive  ^overnmert  cf  Ac 
'  iCountTj*  He  had  decfarad  that  the.omncrj  was  in  confiaat 
i.  terror  and  daily  alarm  for  fonie  time  back,  aiid  he  thought 
^Jbimfelf  fullj  warranted  to  fay  fo«  But  a  few  months  ago, 
«ia  the  prefent  feflion  of  Parllainont,  had  they  not  been  caUed 
^lUpon  to  vote  fuppli^  to  defray  the  expeiice  of  a  great  an»a- 
lament,  whic!i  tl)ey  chearfully  granted,  with  tlie  fuiJeft  hopes 
.and  reliance  that  the  exer tions  ©f  the  executive  Government, 
aided  by  the  Spirited  generofity  of  the  public  purfe  of  the 
^people,  had  refioiied  the  country  to  the  happy  and  be^iign 
I  infi^ience  of  a  lading  peace^  the  blefiings  and  good  effects  m( 
.^hich  would  he  univerfally  felt  by  all  ranks  and  condiricms 
^in  this  country.  Now,  he  would  a(k,  were  their  hopes 
grati^ed?  V\  as  tlicir  reliance  verified?  or  could  tl»ey  lay 
'.that  tranquillity  and  the  ineflimable  hleSings  of  jeace  were 
ellaUin^ed  to  t\\&in  on  a  .lading  and  permaneut  foundation? 
.Certainly  not;  for  fcarcely  was  one  armanaent  provided  for 
.hy  the  rarliaoaent,  ttian  another  was  in  preparatioii,  and 
^appearances  direflly  and  avowedly  contrary  to  tise  known 
Limereftsand  opinions  of  the  country,  darting  up  afrell.; 
[  with  anotlier  demand  for  frelh  confidence,  and  a  profpt-S  ^f 
'r  iinpofmg  the  expence  and  calamities  of  a  frefh  and  burden- 
flbme  war  upon  their  conftituent^ 

When  queftions  liad  been  propofed  to  the  King's  Mimfters 

by  fome  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houle,  the  language 

.that  had  been  held,  had  continually  been  an  appeal  to  their 

confidence.     He  fhould,  Mr.  Grenville  declared,  always  be 

difpoied  to  look  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  jealoufy  to  fuch 

In  appeal.     It  appeared  to  him  that  they  had  been  fent  there 

hy  tjieirconftituents  to  examine,  to  f<Tiitinize,  to  k»ok  ».:io, 

ff)e  aiEtionsof  public  men,  and  when  tlev  indulged  themlv.ives 

p  giving  what  in  thefe  times  was  called  a  liberal  confidence 

0  rviinifters,  they  gave  what  did  not  belong  to  them  to  give, 

Jid  negleil«l  a  more  important  duty.     This  couiitry,  he 

bferved,  flood  at   prefent  in  a  very  alarming  fuuation  with 

Jgard  to  foreign  powers.     Th-  motion  he  was  about  to  make 

Mbe  Houie,   would  confift  partly  of  a  declaration  of  their   * 

jinion  of  the   principal  poitns   in  the  prf-ttni  negotiation, 

id  partly  of  a  declaration,  that  it  was  one  cf  the  grt-ateft 

d  heft  fun<Ji ions  of  that  Hou(e  to  give  comifei  and  advice 

His  Majt^fty  in  every  important  jundiui^  of  public  affairs* 

.this  confidence,  now  fo  often  appealed  to,  jflood  on  any 

Jinifl  fuUAantial  ground,  it  would  not,  \!r.  Grenville  faid, 

difficult  to   grapple  with  it,  to  fhew  the  milchiefs  with 

lich  it  would  be  attended,  and  to  drmonrtrate  that  all  thefe 

ipn  s  were  contrary  to  every  principle  in  ourconftitutron. 

thefe  grounds  were  diftin'^tlv  fliewn  to  him,  he  fliould  be 

i  to  nieet  them.     But  the  difficultjr  ^rofe  ^^^OJ^  tl^JsOlVBQle         — 
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the  fyftem  of  confidence  was  not  diftinA,  clear,  and  ope% 
but  was  grounded  on  fo  many  and  fuch  various  confidetatiQa 
that  one  hardly  knew  which  of  thetn  to  begin  with  firft.  % 
was  made  up  partly  of  the  King's  prerogative,  partly  of  claiilf 
which  the  executive  Government  had  made  at  diff 
times  and  on  various  occafions,  to  the  confidence  of 
Houfe,  from  the  fuppofed  imprudence  of  difcoffing 
negotiations,  and  partly,  though  he  hoped  not  enougli 
""  make  it  worth  his  while  to  enter  into  that  queftion,  of  ft 
thing  that  looked  like  a  claim  of  perfonal  chara£ler 
he'fpoke  of  Minifters,  he  mentioned  them  merely  as  Mi 
fters,  without  any  allufion  to  perfonal  charaders,  which 
always  thought  an  unparliamentary  and  improper  waj 
fpeaking.  He  faid,  if  any  fubjedl  juftified  perfonal  alluf 
he  (hould  himfelf  be  moft^ratified  by  it,  when  he  recol* 
to  whom  it  was  that  His  Majefly  had  for  fome  days  paft 
trufted  the  department  of  foreign  affairs ;  for  to  that 
perfon  he  could  never  allui?e,  without  that  praife  and 
tion  with  which  hefhoiild  always  name  him ;  but  from 
allufions  he  would  abftain,  becaufe  the  duty  of  Parliai 
was  to  confider  only  public  meafures,  and  not  perfonal 
rafieri. 

With  regard  to  the  King's  prerogative  of  making  war 
peace,  he  was  one  of  thole,  Mr-  Grenvillc  declared, 
was  always  (Irenuoufly  difpofed  to  maintain  the  Royal 
rogatives  of  the  Crown,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  they 
known  and  acknowledged  by  every  good  friend  to  the 
tution.  They  were  vefted  in  theCfown  in  truft  for  the 
nefit  of  the  people.  He  contended  that  there  was  no 
rcnce  between  the  King's  prerogative  of  making  war 
peace,  and  his  other  prerogatives;  except  in  the  extent 
the  exertion  of  that  prerogative,  the  extent  of  the  good 
would  follow,  if  properly  exercifed,  and  the  extent  of 
mifchief,  if  improperly  exerted.  He  had,  Mr.  Grenville 
been  furprifed  to  hear  fome  perfons  make  a  didindion 
refpeft  to  the  Royal  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peaces  3( 
if  it  had  differed  from  the  other  Royal  prerogatives;  liutthil 
was  entirely  without  foundation.  It  feemed  unneceflary  al^ 
moft  to  dwell  on  principles  and  pofitions  that  appeared  to  U 
felf-evident,  and  it  would  be  fo,  if  the  dodtrine  of  confidenol 
h^d  not  been  urged  ;  but  when  a  do£(rine  was  attemptsdl^ 
be  fet  up  fo  extremely  dangerous. to  the  principles  of  A< 
conftitnrion,  he  did  not  know  how  to  combat  thofe  priij 
ciples  that  were  oppofite  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitntiflU 
but  by  dating  thofe  that  were  agreeable  to  it.  It  was,  Mt 
Grenville  faid,  Angular  enough  to  obferve,  that  althoo^ 
people  had  been  very  much  difpofed  to  fpeak  of  the  pierogi' 
tive  of  making  war  and  peace,  as  having  a  pre-eminence  ova 
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the  reft  of  the  Royal  prerogatives,  it  appeared  to  him,  hj 
having  recourfe  to  the  hiftory  of  our  country,  that  the  King  s 
prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  certainly  at  the  times 
of  the  moft  abfolate  Government,  was  precifely  that  prero- 
l^tive  which  had  been  moft  meddled  with,  htcaufe,  if  any 
0fie  right  more  eminently  belonged  to  the  popular  aiTembly 
l^f  any  other  country  than  another,  it  was  the  right  to  exer-* 
ipife  that  which  was  likely  to  bring  home  the  moft  extenfive 
pood  or  mifchief,  which  the  exercile  of  the  greateft  authority 
could  bring  to  any  country.  The  dodrine  of  confidence 
Uras,  that  the  exercife  of  making  war  and  peace  fhould  be  in- 

Erupted  as  little  as  poffible.  A  very  ingenious  writer  had 
ted  different  inftances,  in  almbft  every  reign  of  our  hif- 
Jury,  from  the  time  of  the  Conqueft  to  the  prefent  day,  when 
iiis  prerogative  was  intermeddled  with  by  that  Houfe  ;  and 
jbe  leafon  was  plain ;  b^caufe  the  means*  of  making  peace 
Hd  wac  never  was  to  be  obtained  but  by  the  confent  of  the 
Jjommons.  He  would  hot,  Mr.  Greaville  faid,  enter  into 
ff  long  inquiry  on  the  fubjeft.  It  might  be  ma{|ABr  of  cu- 
^^iP^iity  to  an  antiquary,  to  inquire  when  this  power  was  firft 
'  ilermeddled  with  by  Parliament.  An  inftance  of  it  occurred 
yearly  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III. ;  the ■  Parliament  refuting 
I  pay  his  fifter's  portion,  becaufe  that  alliance  was  made 
|tbout  their  advice.  In  the  long  reign  of  tdward  III., 
^It  Prince  was  obliged  to  call  fixtcen  Parliaments,  orCoun- 
':''■,  for  the  dire£^  purpofe  of  fubmitting  his  treaties,  and 
5^1  circumflances  of  war  and  peace,  to  their  advice.  Other 
'^^lances  were  to  be  found  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIL, 
!^'.mry  VIII.,  James  L,  and  Charles  II.,  particularly  in  the 
i^^p*  16:^1,  and  in  1677,  where  the  Commons  declare,  "  that 
tf  npey  conceive  it  not  agreeable  to  the  ufage  of  Parliament 
B*fo  grant  fupplies  for  maintenance  of  wars  or  alliances,  be- 
35; pre  they  arefjgnified  in  Parliament;  from  wh  ch  ufage  if 
t8''fe  depart,  the  precedent  might   be  of  dangerous  confe-  ^ 

he %iences."  He  did  vox  mean,  Mr.  Grcnville  faid,  to  fa- 
di'^^jc  the  atteniion  of  the  Houfc,  by  going  info  m.:ny  in- 
a^'lces  of  this  kind,  tnough  the  hiftory  furuifhed  ample  mat- 
0^to  fhew,  that  Parliament  claimed  a  right  to  advifr  and 
fOf'^'lufel  the  King  in  all  matters  of  the  gieatrrt  imp.  rtance. 
icd'Ahe  year  1701,  King  VVilliam  thus  add r^ff-d  Uis  Parl^a- 
(|jat%:  **  1  will  continue  to  inform  you  of  tht  progrej^  iliat 
r^fist^ll  he  macie  in  tlie  negotiation,  and  irali  he  always 
^fi^^Uing  to  receive  your  advice  therein,  beins:  fulU  periuatied 
g  ^f^ithing  can  contribute  more  to  the  hnppinets  of  this 
^^gdom,  or  the  general  tranquillity  of  Luropc,  I  ban  the 
Qftt]{bncurrence  of  my  Parliament  in  all  negotiations."  1  his 
,.  jt.  fcid  by  King  William,,  and  was  a  nioft  clear  anfwer  to 
^^/irgument  on  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe.     As  far  as 
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,  precedents  wentv  by  the  pnwSlice  of:  the  Hoofe  itirat* 
ynoiSy  Mr.  GreiiviUe  fa»d»  that  befbre-fuppKeivteregnnt^ 
the  rH»c<*(fii  y  of  thetn  was  clearly  ftvewt>  ;  fo  that  the  dafim 
e(  Ufiiiimited  blitid  ccNifideiic«>  'h\  (o  f<i^^  as  it  was  grodoU^ 
the  prt^rogative  of  the  Crowrr,  was  completely  deftroyet-^ 
Aiiotlirr  Chi itg  that  had  been  fup|)ofed  mifchievoQS  to  A( 
ocranrry,  vras,  Mr,  GrenviHe  oWerred,  when  forei^M||^ 
tratfofts-  were  made  public  before  they  were  concIuM.  lit 
this  was  true,  tf>  feme  cafe^  there  was  na  doubt.  Tii# 
wtore  cafes,  he  admitted,  where  it  might  be'ddvantagfeoilrf 
to  make  certain  things  public  t6  that  H(»i(^t«'0'^ 
cDuntfy  at  1  rge;  hut  none  of  thofe  examples  weighrfrfl 
him  in  the  difcuffioo  of  this  conftkattonal  qoefiios.  HI 
conceived  that  al)  uien  wot»)d  agree  in  t)ie  propdfition^  lil 
aMoKitc  power,  veiled  in  the  hands  of  one  perloo,  ^^4 
cisrrity  coald  be  given  that  that  one  p^t (on  woirW  exewlt 
power  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner,  would  be  atfenWwl 
advantages  which  wotjrd  ryot  he  (band  in  a  cojiftitutfciirfj 
mixed  kind^  madeisp  of  fo  much  popular  GovetiUMtit 
wo  old  he  in  vain  in  a  mixed  ( Govern  cnent,  toexped 
vigour  and  ^  flbo),.  and  the  qnickneis  of  operation  that 
be  iound  -rn  a  Governmetit  under  the  controt  of  out 
This  would,  Mr.  GrenVillc  faid,  be  t6  expeft  what «*i 
ver  iikely  to  he  found  pra<f^icahle  even  in  the  no& 
mined  ( loVernmcnt ;  he  bad  therefore  to  acknowledge 
be  one  of  the  difadvnntJ^es  to  which  mixed  Go^ermncnW 
Hahie.  But  ft  til  ihLs  free  country  was  content  tofiitofi 
fueh  di  fad  vantages,  rarther  than  cndai>ger  the  (olid  fcow^ 
of  their  more  valuable  liberties  and  privrfeges;  a»d  it 
bt-en  well  obfVrv«U  that  th'^irgh  we  lofe  fomething  in 
tiatioiY  hs  t'We  public  difcuflaons,  yet  this  very  fwl 
gives  to  our  tfe-atr*»s  a  Itronger  pledge  of  good  faitJ^  tha»^ 
he  giv  n  by  a^'y  a!><oK)te  Ciovernment  'I  o  confirm  1 
idr3j  be  quo'ed  xh^  very  ab!^  author  of  the  Spirit  of  La** 
He  did  nr>t  knnw,  Mr.  CirenviM^  fa'd,  whether  lltft'^ 
exnflly  »bt*  m  iw-nt  tf>  advefr  to  a  ciicumfljnccwhip 
bad  feen  wi'b  (>>iuf  furpnK  ii"v  the  courfe  of  thefe'ft* 
bad  been  uCi:!',  wit-n  j  voteof  rreilit  w.>s  given,  (ctiere 
inftance*;,  he  k  >ew,  to  tbr  conrjarv,  hue  he  took  it  ^ 
agreeable  to  the  pn\6\lce  f  Parliament,  ^hat  when  a 
credit  was  givfn)  tUe  fum  votetl  ih*>uld  befpecifal;! 
he  apprehended,  if  it  wr-re  n«>t  f|>ecified.  the  HoflSi 
were  called  on  lo  give  a  vote,  by  the  defer rpiitv)  w 
vote,  which  bad  no  limit  in  poit>t  of  fj-n,  jjlclgtd 
raife  a  fum  of  money  agn»euble  to  t\w  terms  of  xhc 
Parliament,  therefore,  had  always  looked  with  cxtr# 
loofy  on  votes  of  credit.  He  t«^ok  notice  of  the  lA  ^ 
that  was  fent  tip  to  the   Houfe  of  Commons,  10 

Digitized  by  ^OOQlC 


A.  ij^U  ti    t    i    A    f    t    ^i  ^  j2z 

lie  King^s  m^fiagei  Whieb  was  to  the  following  etk&f  '<  Hiit 
f  hh  faithful  Comtlions  would  be  ready  to  make  good  the 
f  expellees  that  might  be  fticurred  by  the  preparatioirs  for 
ff  Ittpporting  the  interefls  of  this  country,  and  fo'r  reftor- 
^  itig  the  tranijuUUty  of  Europe  oh  a  fure  and  laftiitg  foun- 
ts dation.^'  He  believed  Parliament  had  pledged  itfelf  to 
ke  good  the  ex|ience  of  thofe  preparations,  whatever  the 
might  be.  But  if  a  {Jrecife  fum  had  bei&n  voted,  the 
ife,  Mr.  Grenville  obferved,  i^ould  have  been  enabled  to 
^e  whether  that  fum  was  fuch  as  they  could  havejuftified 
ifelves  to  their  conftituents  in  voting;  But  thefe  had 
no  fuch  defcription,  no  fpecific  or  diftind  funt  named^ 
\  did  conceive  Parlianlient  had  pledged  itfelf  to  make  good 
i  whole  of  the  preparations,  whatever  the  expeifce  might 
which  Were  confidereil  by  the  executive  Goternment  as 
iSary  t6  fupport  the  intereft  of  the  kingdorti,  and  to  6on« 
^^Mte  to  the  gt^dt  and  important  objeA  of  reftoring  thtf 
^ailltty  of  Europe.  This  might  be  a  very  great  and  un- 
'  expence«  A  learned  gentleman,  Mr.  Grenville  oh* 
formerly  fpeaking  oil  this  fubjed)^  had  quoted  thef 
Jings  of  the  year  1717.  He  fliould  make  ufe  of  thef 
^}t  year  for  that  which  he  cpnceived  to  be  a  very  important 
^Fof  the  queftion.  It  was  true,  on  the  17th  of  March  of 
-\\  y^***'  thisr^  Was  an  inftance  of  a  general  vote  of  credit  by 
^w^lHoufe  of  Commons,  merely  on  a  meifage  from  thcf 
^iirn  ;  but  in  the  month  of  April  of  that  year,  it  occafioned 
Jfj  warm  and  important  debate ;  it  being  held  unparlia- 
^  .  *|tflry  to  grant  any  fupply,  before  fome  eftimate  of  ex  pence 
l^.  u^^aia  before  the  Houfe,  and  tlie  queftion  was  only  carried 
P'^'Ji'rtiajority  of  153  to  149.  In  1734,  the  fame  "bad  prac-r 
'^',  Jl  quoted  with  great  blartie  and  reproach  by  the  able  au*' 
^  .lof  Precedent^  of  Parliament.  But  in  the  year  1739,  » 
of  3?*^^y  pra£lice  took  place,  for  a  particular  fum  was  then  voted^ 
^^  ^|he  fame  pradice  obtained  in  1757,  and  has,  as  the  fame 
^'^  ifim^  author  remarks,  been  adopted  ever  fince,  confining 
U'^'  *  fedtt  to  a  precife  and  fpecial  fum.  Mr.  Grenville  held 
i^'^\:pcc\fjlng  of  fom^fum  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  an^ 
coar^  laded  that  the  fubje6t  very  much  demanded  their  atten^ 
t  ^^-^  They  had  pledged  themfelves  by  their  addrefs  to  make 
;,  ^<*'  Whatever  expenccs belonged  to  the  operations  that  were 
'O^'^'Jtigon  for  the  intereft  and  profpefity  of  the  country. 
r.U^^hg  faid  thus  muqh  on  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  hefhould^ 
^cifr*^  airefiville  faid,  be  very  (hort  on  the  fubfequent  parts  of 
^  iht'^'kaufe,  as  it  would  contain  the  two  important  points 
'J  ii""  I  had  been  theobjeft  of  the  prefcnt  negociation,  one  of 
(i^  ter^luid  been  fb  exceedingly  ably  handled,  that  it  would  ba 
.  looked ^fleitiable  in  htm  to  go  over  the  fame  field,  as  he  fiiould 
nof'^'^  rf  throwing  any  new  light  upon  it.    The  firft  of  th« 
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tvro  objeCls^  was  on  what  grounds  they  were  to  prepoze 
wan     They  were  told,  there  was  no  expreffion  in  the  ti 
with  the  King  of  Pruflia  that  amounted  to  fuch  an 
.tion.     But  it  was  faid,  Mr.  Grenville  obferved,  there 
.fyftem  of  politics  connedled  with  the  treaty  that  juftlfwil 
'Armament,  which  the  treaty  did  net   in  fpeci£c  terms 
for.     He  had  always  conceised,  that  a  politic  fyftem 
he  governed  by   the  obi  gations  of  treaties,  rather  thatt 
furnifh  any  new  interpretations  to  them  ;  becaufe  the  f]  " 
might  be  liable  to  much  doubt,  which  it  is  the  objed 
Specific  treaty  to  remove.     He  had  always  underflooj 
peculiar  praife  of  defenfive  treaties  to  be,  that  all  ti 
except  defenlive  treaties,  contained  Ibme  cafusfedct'is^ 
might  be  matter  of  difpute  and  uncertainty,  whereas  tbe^ 
fusfedcrh  of  defenfive  treaties  admitted  of  no  doubt* 
.fing'cohjeA  was,  whether  the  kingdom  of  either  of  the 
parties  who  had  entered  into  the  treaty  had  been   ai 
Had  any  of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  PrufHa  beea 
tacked  ?  Had  any  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  been 
tacked?  There  could  not  be   any  doubt  about  it.     The 
trefs  of  Oczakow  was  that  on  which  this  country  infifted 
theEmprefs  of  Ruffia  giving  up  to  the  Turks.     The  ' 
circumftance  that  furnilhed  ground  of  apprehenficn  was, 
the  Empreft  of  Ruflia,  not  content  with  herprefent  ex' 
•territory,  had  in  contemplation  to  overthrow  completely 
Empire  of  Turkey.    There  was  noother  argument  of  it(  " 
and  that  argument  would  have  had  weight  with  him,  if  If 
liad  not  heard  tlic  fubjedl  difcuffed*   One  would  havethoa|^ 
that  Oczakov/  contained  in  it  the  whole  fate  of  the  TcriA 
Empire.     It  was  not,  he  faid,  the  firft  time  it  was  in  tl* 
hands   of  the  Ruffians.     It  was  in  their  pofieflion  in  lyjjbj 
and  created  no  alarm,    no  apprehenfion  in    this  countrj^ 
It  had  been  completely  overlooked  by  the  Emprefs  in  bcriBi*: 
litary  arrangements  in  the  lafl  war.     He  could,   therefoi^j 
fee  np  reafon,  either  founded  on  policy  or  juftice,  why  thii| 
country  ihould  compel  Ruffia  to  give  up  Oczakow  to  itel 
Turks.     But  it  was  an  opinion  with  many,  that  our  grani' 
objeft  was  to  put  the  King  of  Pruffia  in  poffeffion  of  Danioc  i 
and  Thorn,  a  fyftem  of  alliance  that  looked  fo  ofienfivetff 
other  powers,  as  to  be  equally  impolitic  and  unjuft :  on  tii^ 
and  the  prefent  fituation  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  he  dwelt fcf 
a  confiderable  time.     As  to  Dantzic^  what  did  we  expedlff 
gain  by  the  ceffion  of  that  city  to  Pruffia  }  a  larger  (bare  rf 
the  trade  of  Poland,  perhaps.     But  would  gentlemen  recol- 
lc(5l,  that  in   1707,  Queen  Anne  entered  into  a  treaty  rf 
commerce  with  that  city,  which  was  guaranteed  by  fevcral 
flowers.     In  1767,  the  Emprefs  of  RuiEa  guarantealtlic li- 
berties of  Dantzic,    which  was  likcwife  proteded  by  tta 
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peaty  of  Elbing,  1655;  the  treaty  of  the  Hague,  1659;  and 
he  treaty  of  Hanover,  1 725.  The  honourable  Member  then 
Itvded  to  the  part  we  took  in  the  peace  betwixt  the  King  of 
iwedtrn  and  the  Emprefs  of  Rnflia,  and  referred  the  Houfe 
I  the  late  DaniHi  Memorial.  Denmark  was  in  the  reach  of 
pr  magnificence,  and,  under  that  idea,  we  were  induced  to 
kppofe  that  fhe  would  accede  to  our  wiflies.  But  was  it 
iife  or  prudent  to  buy  war,  in  order  to  mediate  for  peace  ? 
Ic  concluded  that  part  of  his  argument,  by  ftating  his  opi- 
fion,  if  the  real  interefls  and  inierjial  profperity  of  Great 
hritain.was  to  he  confulted,  he  could  fee  no  caufe,  or  rea- 
OO)  why  Ihe  Ihould  meddle  in  all  the  difputes  of  other 
lowers,  or  afTume  the  chara6ler  of  arbiter  of  foreign  ;illiances 
ietween  other  countries,  thereby  ehinking  to  hold  and  pre- 
etvethe  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  and  certain  he  was, 
f  fuch  was  the  fyflera  of  adminiftration,  it  would  be  unfuc- 
aefsful,  ufeTefis,  and  even  extremely  dangerous  to  the  true 
Qtferefts  of  this  country.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he  came 
low  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  interpofe,  and  offer,  in  the 
jKefent  fl ate  of  political  affairs  in  Europe,  their  beft  advice 
;o  His  Majpfty,  and  requcft  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
^leafed  tp  order  fuch  meafures  to  be  taken  as  qiight  effec- 
tually eftablifh,  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis,  the  peace 
Ind  tranquillity  of  the  country,  by  faving  his  people  from  a 
liardenfome  and  oppreffive  war,  the  confequences  of  which 
muft  be  feverely  felt ;  and  in  fo  doing.  His  Majcfly  and  that 
Houfe  would  fhew  their  regard  for  the  interefts  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  take  the  only  fure  way  of  increafing  the 
trade,  manufa£lures,  and  improvement  of  the  country ;  would 
raife  the  revenues  of  the  country  at  home,  and  promote  its 
interefts  abroad,  and  finally  unite  with  the  earneft  and 
avowed  wifties  of  the  people,  the  profperity,  happinefs,  and 
glory  of  the  nation.     Mr.  Grenville  now  moved, 

"  That  an  humble  ad^lrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty, 
tooffer  to  His  Majcfty^s  moft  gracious  confideration,  that 
counfel  and  advice,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commons  to 
communicate  to  the  Throne,  in  every  important  junflure  of 
public  affairs. 

"  To  reprefcnt  to  His  Majefty,  that  the  prerogative  of 
tnaking  peace  and  war,  being,  in  like  manner  as  all  the 
other  royal  prerogatives,  vefted  in  H-is  Majefty,  in  truft 
for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  his  people,  this  Houfe  does 
conceive  the  beneficial  exercife of  that  prerogative  to  be  moft 
conftitutionally  and  effectually  promoted  by  the  advice  of  his 
faithful  Commons  in  Parliament  affembled. 

"  That  His  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  ever  zealous  to 
aflift  him  in  maintaining  the  true  dignity  of  his  Crown,  by 
cuabling  him  to  provide  for  the  real  fecuriry  and  happinefs  of 
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i)is  people^  find  themfelves  compelted  at  this  jonAiufitt^j 
preft  their  anxious  folicitude,  thsit  interefts  of  fuch  iiDpoib|| 
fconcern  may  pot  be  unadvifedly  coiQmHte4  to  t^  dM 
apdca1a|ni^iesof  9  burdenfome  v^r. 

<<  To  recoininend  to  His  M^eifty*^  iDoft  fbrioos  9nli|| 
the  important  a4vant^ees  whicn  the  trade  and  utanufatel 
pf  this  poultry  derive  w-om  their  ffiendly  ind  coiMwl 
intercpurfey^ith  Rufila^  and  the  heavy  lofs  whicli  ir^vVf 
faftained  by  any  ii^rerryption  given  tp  it. 

<f  Tpfubmjt  to  His  Majefty,  that  noairangeiiKntrfMI 

ing  Oczakow  and  its  diftf  jd,   does  appear  to  this  HoM 

be  capable  of  afiefting  t|:ie  political  or  C0nifliercb|ii 

refts  of  this  country,   pr  to  juftify  Gf^t  Britain  j|^ 

boftile  interference  between  Ruffiji  and  the  Porte.         J 

f *  To  exprefs  our  relianpe  upon  His  Majcfty's  wito| 

juftice,  that  the  peace  af)d  tranquillity  whipb  tkii  (lpi| 

now  enjoys,  iball  not  be  inurropted  for  thp  purpofcofaw 

;iny  incfeaffe  of  territory  to  the  dpminion  of  the  Kif  ^ 

Pruffia.     '^  I 

*?  L»ftly,   to  reprefrfit  to  His  Majoftyt  that,  mm 

pnany  burdens  which  this  country  has  very  lecenilf  ^ 

in  addition  to  thofe  before  impofed  on  their 

they  (hould  neither  difcharge  their  duty  to  His  Majdlf  i 

thepviblic,  if  they  did  not  -ufe  their  heft  endeavooiti* 

the  contingaope  cf  the  bleffings  of  pe^ce,  by  oSsnag ' 

Majefty  thcjr  ^HtpaWe  and  eimeft  advice,  that  His  * 

in  his  wifdom  and  putemal  afSsfiion  to  his  poofiki 

gracloufly  ^leafed  to  decline  all  hoftile  iater&rence 

fubjp<Elot  thefortrclsand  Ai{kxi£t  of  Qczatonr,  ioi 

po^  of  procuring  any  farther  ac<iui(itiaps  to  the 

iheKipgofPcuflia/'  ^ 

Mf .  r^lham  rofe  to  lecond  the  jnotion ;  whici,  IW 

was  all  theeloqijisnt  fpeech,  the  jToufe  had  i«ft  ^yj^j 

derod4t  qeceflarv  fpr  h'uQ  tct  4o»    Ht  m4M9)A  lhenfci«*! 

^dd,  that  a^  miicn  as  he  coocprred  iritk  thebonouiaUl^l 

tlpo^pn^  fo  much  ^  id  hd^  deprecate  a  war  m\h  Rvfitf. 

Mr.  M'  MoMt^gtt  declai»l  be  A^uld  give  to  ' 

negative  to  the  queAipn.     He  would  not,  ho«v«i  1|^ 

foUaw  the  hppourabk  gentleimin  in  his  detail,  ^  ^' 

heard  no  nesir  argument,  and  ftiw  no  leifon,  to 

th;»t  confidence  from  Mioi^rs,  whi^h  hi  b;^  ^   . 

them,  when  he  voted  for  the  addrefsi^  i^nf'*'^^^! 

jefty's    menage.    Mr.  Mopt^^  iaid,   h«  wasa»^^ 

much  more  eafy  it  was  for  ^he  ^HMOurabk  gsfttk*^^ 

other  fide  cf  the  Rou&to  arg^  for  th^  add^  ^ 

and  to  finf]  fault  with  Minifter«,  ^tban  <pr  hiio,  «r^^ 

thought  with  him,  to  defend  them.    It  had  bsoffl 

r(  pra^cc^  ^  the  other  fide  i^f  tfie  l^wfib  i^ 
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irifig  0119  ^7  after  i^jf  4n4  provoke  tbe  diicDiSon  of  quef- 
ipnf  concerning  prerogative;  9  p»£lice  which  he  thought 
^ceedingly  impupper;  for  which  raafoo  he  always  had^  and 
dw9yt  moQ}d  oppofethem.  Mr.  Montagu  tfaco  proceeded 
[0  lurgue  tbe  queftion  upon  the  general  principles  pf  die 
ppofticotioDy  and  on  tbe  received  doArines^  that  the  power 
Mfn^Acigtiog  and  declaring  war  and  peacei  was  a  general 
Prerogative  ef  the  Crown;  iiext  on  the  expediency  of  tiie 
neafore;  andlaiUyt  upon  the  coqfiilency  of  the  Houfe^s 
^rfevering  in  that  condufi  w^icb  it  had  in  tbe  two  former 
nftances  adopted*  After  arguing  on  that  pointy  Mr.Mon- 
jgu  went  on  to  examine  the  expediency  and  confiftency  of 
i ;  and  among  other  tbiogs  iaid,  that  though  he  voted  for 
:headdrefsto  HisMajef^y,  in  anfwer  to  His  Majefiy's  mef- 
lage»  yei  he  did  not  bold  binifelf  pledged  to  iiipport  any 
r^bfeq^ent  meafure  on  tbe  {vi^}c&9  uiUefs  be  appit)ved  it  on  its 
>wn  nieri,ts* 

Mr.  ^ocv/i  faid,  if  the  clear  and  fenftUe  fpeech  that  had  Mr. 
petn  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  f  owjtk 
iddrefsy  could  not  convince  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  to  agree 
phis  motion,  it  certainly  muft  convince  all  of  them  ofhis 
piod  underftandingy  ahilitieS|  and  eloquence.  What  prin- 
jpally  called  him  up^  belaid^  was  the  extraordinary  fpeech 
key  had  juft  heard  from  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite, 
•JMch  ftated  they  wece  bound,  by  fome  former  vote,  to  give 
\  fiiture  fan<£lion  and  confidence  to  the  Minifter  for  all  his 
lejgotLatioiis  and  armaments,  and  all  the  expences  incurred 
fj  tbem.  The  honourable  gentleman,  indeed,  had  ufed  no 
fgiUQ€Ots;  his  fpeech  was  foger^eral  that  it  was  impoffible 
e  give  any  particular  anfwer  to  it ;  but  he  certainly  mull 
cquirefrom  ^hat  honour^le  gentleman,  x>r  fome  other  on 
liefameiiJeoftheHeafe^  fome  explanation  of  that  vote  by 
rtiich  they  were  fo  pledged  and  fo  bound  to  the  Minifter,  a 
nt  of  general  vote  of  cr^it  that  he,  for  one,  knew  nothing 
bout;  he  there£»re  wiihed  to  know  what  it  was,  or  when  it 
ras  given  ?  The  |)articu]ar  fituation  of  tlie  negotiation  they 
lad  heard  nothing  fatisfa<ftory  about.  One  armament  came 
fter  another,  and  hoftile  preparations  were  ftill  goii^g  on ; 
nd  di4  the  honourablp  gentleman  think  that  they  were 
oond  to  vote  away  the  money  of  tlieir  conftituents,  without 
Slowing  why?  He  (bould  he  glad  to  hear  by  what  vote 
bey  were  bound  to  do  this?  They  were  told  that  they  conld 
^trecal  their  confidence  already  given  to  the  Miniilcr ;  he 
riflied  tbe  Minifter,  or  his  friends,  would  either  tcil  upon 
rbat  particular  ground  they  were  entitled  to  that  fanflion, 
r  €|lfe  tecall  the  only  three  different  grounds  which  they  had 
et  ftatedj  and  give  fome  new  reafon  for  the  war.  The 
rft  was^  tb^  CO  ipterferp  or  enquire  into  the  excrcife  of  ^bji^gle 

•prero-  ^ 
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prerogatives  vefted  in  the  executive  Government,  was  9tk 
of  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  if  they  could  fiaoi 
to  this,  let  them  diftinflly  fay  fo.  .  The  fecond  was,  tte 
being  already  bound  hy  fome  former  vote  to  give  their  omh 
fuleifte  to  the  Minifter,  it  would  be  an  iiffringenient  o* 
that  prerogative  to  withdraw  it;  if  this  was  the  cafe,  let  theil 
avow  it.  The  third  was,  that  the  obje<St  in  view  was  It 
present  Ruflla  from  deftroying  the  power  of  the  OttoiBJt 
?orte;  are  they  convinced  of  this,  and  that  it  is  a  rantter  it 
importance  to  this  country  ?  In  fhort,  let  them  give  ibme 
decent  and  plaufible  reafon  for  their  condud,  and  for  Goft 
fake,  let  not  gentlemen  be  fent  down  to  the  country  amoogft 
their  conOituents,  without  being  able  to  give  any  infbniHh 
tion  refpefting  what  they  had  been  doing  this  feffion,  fanlidr 
than  that  they  had  increafed  their  burdens,  and  could  ntt 
tell  them  why,  becaufethey  were  pledged  to  repofe  imf&it 
confidence  in  theprefent  Minifter. 
Major  Major  iWi/z/^n^  faid  he  would  not,  at  that  late  hour,  de* 
MticlaAd.  ^ain  ^^g  Houfe  long,  particularly  after  what  had  been  fk 
ably  ftated  by  other  gentlemen,  and  after  the  laft  honoora* 
ble  Speaker  had  fo  properly  and  amply  anfwered  the  argiK 
ments,  if  arguments  they  could  be  called,  which  were  ufat 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  immediately  befoie 
him.  One  part  of  that  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  was 
Aill  to  be  anfwered;  and  that  was,  an  ifjfinuation,  thatthe 
fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  fat  were  unwarrantable  ift 
bringing  forward  repeated  queftions  of  the  fame  nature  npoQ 
tlie  fuhjeft  of  the  prefent  war.  The  Major  faid,  he  wonU 
boldly  contradifl  any  fuch  aflertion,  and  was  only  forry  Aac 
they  were  not  continued  and  repeated,  whether  atteadel 
with  fuccefs  or  not :  He  did  not  believe  that  the  motion  of 
to  night  would  be  more  fuccefsful  than  others  nad  b^eti,  hot 
he  could  a(k  the  Houfe,  and  afk  the  public  at  large,  and 
appeal  to  the  country  for  the  truth  of  whar  he  faid,  whether 
the  many  morions  and  attempts,  however  unfuccefsftdi 
made  by  oppofition    this   feflion,  had   not  been  attended  is 

'  fome  degree  with  this  eflfedlt  it  had  brought  down  the  vio- 
lence of  language,  and  infolencc  of  conducl,  which  MinifieiS 
had  ndopted,  and  would  have  continued.  He  muft  like- 
wife  fay,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Houfe  was  completely 
changed  fince  the  lall  quelVion   of  this  nature  was  befoft 

.  them;  and  if  there  could  be  any  impropriety  in  the  condoft 
of  oppofition,  it  was  in  not  bringing  forward  fuch  motiofli 
more  frequently  than  they  had  done.  Wliat  he  meant  by  die 
Houfe  being  changed,  the  Major  faid,  was,  that  ever  fines 
thedifcufTions  which  hnJ  already  taken  place,  courier  h«4 
been  fent  after.courier,  and  what  the  firft  carried,  the  other 
xv;i5foueith.^rtoftopor  to  bring  b|c|^y^cifof|ps  no»- 
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riou?,  that  after  the  decifion  of  the  lail  queflion  of  this  fOrt 
m  thatHoufe,  one  meffenger  had  been  fent,    and  abfolutely* 
irovfght  to  London,  the  difpatches  which  had  been  fent  off" 
ionmediately ;  fo  uncertain,  fo  contradidlory,  and  fo  abfur4 
iras  the  fyftem  of  negociation  purfued  by  Minifters. 
'    As  to  the  doctrines  qf  confidence,    Major   Maitland  faid, 
ibat  had  been  fo  fully  and  ably  combated   already,    that  he 
Would  not  fay  one  word  on  it;  however,    he   thought  thofe 
ivhofrom  their  uncertainty  and  glaring  hiconfiftency  had  no 
Gontidence  in  their  own  conduct  and  a£Kons,  could  expeA 
Utile  from  any  other  body,  and  weie  entitled  to  none.     His 
opinion  on  .that  point  fhortly  was,   that  he  was  the  wofil 
Idinifler  who  demanded  moft  confidence,  and  the  beft  who 
demanded  lead ;  and,  therefore,    when  thofe  Minifters  who 
kid  repeatedly  called  for  confidence,  were  daily   changing 
tjheir  meafures,  it  was  full  time  to  withdraw  it.     He  faid^ 
that  by  their  uncertainty,  the   trade  to.  Ruflia  was  entirely 
ftopped;  nor  did  the  merchants  know  how  long  this  embai^o 
af  uncertainty  might  detain  them.     A  mefiage,    though  it 
Jcarce  defervcd  the  name  of  a  Minifterial  meffage,  had  been 
fent  to  inform  them,   that  for  a  certain   number  of  weeks 
they  oiight  venture  to  carry  on  their  trade,  but  they  had  too 
much  good  fenfe'to  pay  much  refpedl  to  fuch  unufual  and 
lidiculous  meflages,  for  not  one  fhip  had  ventured  to  fail  in 
Gonfequence  of  it*     As  another  proof  that  was  no  ways  fa- 
vourable to  their  condu(S^  or  confiftency,  the  Major  faid,  lie 
would  take  the  liberty  to  mention  a  very  great  and  refpe<£la- 
ble  nobleman,  who  had  lately  given  up  the  feals  of  the  fo- 
reign department,  and  whofe  public   and  private  charadler 
wasanufaally  andjuftly  efteemed  by  all  who  had  the  honour 
of  knowing  him,  and  ranked  very  high  in  the  minds  of  the 
country  at    large.      This    nobleman^s    refignation   clearly 
evinced  his  opinion  of  their  fyftem,  and  his  honourable  refo- 
lution  not  to  |)ledge  himfelf  in  his  public  charafter  in  a  way 
that  he  never  could  do  in  his  private,    being  equally  deter- 
mined to  avoid  what    would  have  been  difhonourable  to 
himfelf,  and   difgraceful  to  his  country.     The  Major  con* 
eluded  with  aflerting,  that  as   to  the  probability  of  war,  he 
knew,  and  all  the  world  knew,  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  Minifters  to  go  to  war;    the  people,    and   that   Houfe, 
had  told  them  they  could  not  go  to  war ;  and  this  being  no- 
torioufly  the  lituation  they  were  in,  why  did  they  attempt 
to  continue  pradifing  deceit  upon  the  country?    And  when 
theymuft  he  fat isfied  that  there  could  be  no  war,  why  did 
they  goon  with  encreafing  armaments  and  expenfive  prepara- 
tions, to  add  new  loads  on  the  people^   without  one  poffibU 
goodefFea? 

I.  Sir 
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Sir  EdvT.        Sir  Edward  KfiatthikU (poke  againft  tlie  motion  ;  thoQ^ 
Knatch-    eVery  Minifter  (hould  have  the  confidence  of  the  H^nfe,  ani 
ImlL         knew  no  reafbn  for  withdrairing  it  from  the  prefent  Mioi^ 
firy* 

6ir  W.  MilHer  faiJ  ifew  words  in  faroorof  the  addre&i 
Whith  he  appf6ved  of. 

Mr*  fox  roie  juft  as  the  Speaker  vVas  about  to  put  the  qoef*  i 
tion4  He  (aid,  that  as  he  faw  it  to  be  the  detecminationi  r 
and  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  deiire  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
Houfei  that  the  motion  fliould -go  to  the  queftfOHy  without  a 
fingle  word  ofetplanatton  frotn  His  Majeily's  MinifterS)  ie 
rofe  to  remind  them,  that  Anco  it  wds  the  laft  time  pTobabli* 
this  feffion  of  their  exercifirtg  thdir  jduty  at  Membra  of  ?«» 
liament  on  that  important  •  luhjeA,  they  ought  to  do  their 
eonftituints  (be  jufttce  to  endeavour  at  leaft  to  enable  tbeoH 
felvtfs  to  give  tiiofe^  from  whom  thd  money  was  to  come^ 
fotne  fatisfodory  account  rdfpedliilg  thecaoie  of  theexpence^ 
▼iz.  the  war  with  Ruflia.  The  Uoufe  could  not  bat  have 
obferved  the  ability  with  which  his  honourable  friend  bad 
opened  the  addtftfs  then  mored^  and  the  little  of  no  aigmnent 
that  had  been  oppofed  to  it  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoofe. 
Hts  honourable  friend  had  ftated  the  perfe&  and  compku 
theory  of  the  conftitution)  and  }:he  argaments  he  had  declared 
on  th^  fubjedi  of  confidetice  atid  the  prerogatives  of  tbs 
Crown,  were  clearly  founded  on  the  beft  pradioe  of  tbat 
cphAitution.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  was  tht  pradlict  of  the  con-' 
fiitution,  that  he  admired,  and  always  held  op  as  tbe  fit 
ebjed  of  admiration,  and  in  conformity  to  that,  he  governed 
and  guided  his  own  pra6lice.  The  dodrines  his  honoiinbk 
friend  had  laid  down,  had  been  fo  ctearly  coOftstvtioiiaiy 
that  he  defied  any  man  living  to  controvert  any  4ne  of  tfaem* 
or  fliake  the  fmalleft  portion  of  their  foundation.  Tbe 
Houfe  had  voted^  ht  faid,  as  his  honourable  friend  had 
fiated  it,  an  unlimited  rote  of  <:oafidence;  but  was  their 
confidence  never  to  have  an  end,  or  were  they-  never  to  have 
any  fatisfadion  given  them  refpeding  theobjed  of  tbe  arma« 
ment  ?  Mr*  Fox  admitted  that  whdn  the  right  fatsmourabie 
gentleman  firft  brought  down  His  M^^efty^s  oRfiage,  be 
bad  fairly  ihewed  thmi  that  he  would  not  flatt^them  fa  far 
as  not  to  teli  them,  that  by  voting  the  addrefs  in  anfwer, 
they  pledged  tfaemfeives  to  the  probaUe  riiqroe  of  a  war; 
but  did  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  now  mean  to  hold 
tbe  lame  language  ?  Would  be  do  £3,  contrary  t9  the  opi- 
liion  of  every  manufafiurhig  town  in  tbe  ldngdoiii»  con- 
trary to  the  voice  of  all  defcriptioiis  of  people  witJioot  dooi% 
and  againft  the  general  fenfe  of  the  country)  He  wan  awan^ 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  notwithi^nding  fo  much  bad  been  1M 
for  the  addrefs  then  iUQved>  and  fo  litde  b^  been  advanced 
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I^inft-^,  tbatlikfetbeferlAernaotiohsoih  the  fame  fabjefft^ 
fi  would  be  deckled  againft;  by  a  mig'oTity  of  that  Hoaft. 
$te  would*  tell  the  right  honourable  gentldtnarii  hc>wever, 
why  he  had  that  majority.  It  was,  becaufe  thefy  believed, 
hoogh  the  tight  honourable  gentleibah  liSd  never  told  them 
0,  that  he  had  changed  bis  mind.  That  he  bad  chan^d  his 
Witiif  Mt.  Fox  iaid^  was  dear  ahd  evider^t>  as  he  would 
>T0ve  to,tht  Hotife  frotti  circumftaiKres.  They  would  re- 
olle^  thatthe  Ruffian  merchants  hiid  waited  on  his  Grace 
he  Duke  of  Leeds,  and  deflredto  kndw  if  His  Majefty's 
^ioifttrs.  could  giv^  them  atiy  information  v^'hether  tbefe 
rvuld  be  a  war  with  Roffia  or  not }  His  Grace  had  giveh 
Jiem  for  anfwer,  ^  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  fo 
'  clrcomftanced,  that  it  was  fmpoilible  for  them  at  that 
*  time .  to  give  the  merchants  ahy  anfWer.**  The  Houfe 
M>Qld  alfo  recoileAy  that  the  Ruffian  merchants  had  fince 
Waited  on  Lord  Grenville^  and  received  a  meflage,  which 
bough  it  did  not  formally  date  itfelf  to  be  a  minifterial 
neflagf,  cfearJy  was  fo.  In  thit  fnelTage,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
he  merchants  were  told,  that  they  might  fafely  navigate  to 
he  Bahfc  till  thfe  begmning  of  Jiily.  NciW,  \fr.  Fox  faid, 
f6  wifhcd  to  know  why  Lord  OrenVille  4vas  mor^  fit  to 
;ive  thatahfwer'to  the  merchants  than  <the  Duke  of  Leeds? 
{efides  if  dates  were  referred  to^  the  Houfe  Would  fee  that 
ietween  the  anfwer  given  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  the  formeit 
[nfwer  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  there  conld  not  have  occurred 
my  thing  that  was  not  known  at  the  time  of  thait  anfwer. 
Ar.  Fox  laid  great  ilrefs  on  this,  ind  faid  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  mailer  of  his  own  honour,  but  he  aiked  if  it 
rat  not  the  diity  of  the  honoifrable  gentleman  who  made 
tie  motion,  if  it  was  ndt^bis  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every^ 
nan  in 'that  Houfe,  to  (eel  for  the  honour  of  the  country? 
Phe  majority  he  well  knew  reafoned  in  this  way,  ^<  thb 
'  Minifter  has  never  told  us  that  he  does  not  mean  t6  go  t6 
^  war,  but  we  know  him  to  be  fo  go6d  and  excellent  a 
^  Minifter,  that  he  will  not  go  to  war,  although  he  affedir 
'  to  have  fuch  an  intention."  Was  it,  Mr.  Foy  defired  t6 
Inow,  for  the  honour  of  the  country,  to  arm  for  a  negocia<- 
ion,  which  was  to  end  in  conceffion  and  humilkition  ?  If 
he  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  go  to  war, 
rhy  did  the  armament  go  on  at  alU  but  for  the  mere  pyr- 
ofe,  as  the  Minifter  thought,  of  enablitig  him  to  yield 
Pith  fome  degree  of*  dignity,  but  as  he  thought,  with 
dditional  (hame  and  difgrace?  Miniftefs,  be  contended, 
fter  proving  themfelves  bullies,  had  relinquiihed  objedl 
Mch  they  might  have  commanded,  and  loft  opportunities 
rhicb  they  might  havt  improved.  They  ought  nor,  he  faid» 
9  continue  che  eitfpanOts  of  mi  armament^  #heQ  'vv^ry.  db^ 
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jcSt  of  it  was  dead  and  gone.  It  was,  Mr.  Fox  fcid,  die 
fly  le  of  the  moment  to  held  the  prerogatives  high,  and  Id 
contend,  that  it  was  one  of  the  undoubted  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown  to  declare  war  and  make  peace.  Under  tbe 
fanfiioni  therefore^  of  this  prerogative,  while  ParliamoMI 
was  prorogued,  and  they  were  fent  about  their  buiinefs,  tbe 
Miniiler  might  plunge  the  country  into  a  ruinous  and  itr 
ftru£live  war.  The  Minifter  had  changed  his  mind  onciii 
.  and  what  fecurity  had  they,  that  he  would  not  change  fait 
mind  again  }  Was  it  any  fatisfadion  to  tell  them,  that  Mi* 
nifters  had  a  claim  upon  their  confidence,  and  they  bad  ua 
reafon  to  be  afraid,  becaufe  Parliament  muft,  in  cafe  of  a  war 
be  afTembled  as  fpon  as  poffible,  and -then  they  might  refvfe 
the  fupplies  ?  Could  they,  or  dared  they }  Mr.  Fox  aiked. 
He  would  maintain,  that  they  neither  could  nor  dared  re> 
,fufe  the  fupplies.  What,  when  they  found  the  country 
engaged  in  a  war,  and  its  honour  committed  i  Undoubtedly 
they  muft  furniih  the  means  of  profecuting'  tbe  war,  and 
then  ihey  were  reduced  to  that  miferable  expedient,  tbe  re- 
.medy  of  refponfibility  and  punifhment.  That  this  might 
be  a  compenfatioR  iii  tome  cafes  he  admitted,  but  would  it  be 
,any  compenfation  to  an  injured  people!  Did  they  not  know 
that  if  Parliament  had  not  been  fitting,  and  owing  to  tiieir 
good  ftars  it  bad,  a|  the  time  that  all  thefe  confeqaeoces 
might  have  happened!  Parliament's  fitting  had  faved  the 
Minifter,  though  that  .was  a  very  fmall  confideratioo.  In- 
deed Parliament's  fitting,  he  believed,  had  more  than  once 
faved  the  country.  1 

Mr«  Fox  here  cpnfidered  the  cafe  in  both  points  of  view^y 
.kiamely,  whether  the  Minifter  had  changed  his  mind,  and 
did  not  go  to  war,  or,  on  the  contrary,  if  he  purfaed  his 
original  intention  and  did  go  to  war;  and  contended  that 
take  it  which  way  they  v^ould,  the  confequences  would  be 
mifchievous  and  difgraceful^  He  would,  he  faid,  take  the 
heft  alternative,  and  fuppofe  the  honourable  gentleman's 
mind  to  be  changed.  In  that  cafe,  when  they  went  back  to 
their  conftituents  in  the  country,  how  were  they  to  anfwer 
for  the  expences  they  had  put  them  to  }  Their  conftituents 
would  a(k,  what  did  you  arm  for  ?  W^ould  they  fay  to  make 
peace  between  Ruffia  and  Turkey  >  or  would  they  mote 
truly  tfay,  to  give  Dantzic  and  Thorn  to  Pruffia^  two 
places^  of  the  independance  and  liberty  of  which  they  were 
the  avowed  guarantees  ?  or  would  they  fay,  we  armed  to 
infifton  Oczakow's  being  reftored  to  the  Turks?  Mr*  Fox 
painted  in  ftrong  colours  that  when  the  real  caufes  of  oer 
^arming  came  to  be  known,  we  Should  appear  in  tbecba- 
rader  of  avowed  bullies,  and  become  the  laughing-fiock  of 
all  Europe,    fie  conuxiented  on  the  abfurdity  of  our  foicii^ 
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interference,  as  negociaters,  upon  Ruffia,  and  iniifting 
that  Ihe  ihould  give  up  Oczakow,  and  all  the  deferts  belong* 
ing  to  it,  to  the  Porte.  He  faid,  take  the  cafe  the  other 
way,  and  fuppofe  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  changed  his  mind,  it  would  then  be  ten  times  worfe. 
After  calling  upon  the  Minifler  to  make  out  a  ftory  for 
them,  and  to  furnifli  them  with  fome  plaufible  reafon  to  aff 
ilgn  for  their  conduA^  be  declared  if  he  were  to  affign 
without  doors  the  reafons,  and  the  only  ones  which  he  had 
Iieardfrom  the  Miniftei's  friends,  for  our  having  armed, 
and  one  of  thofe  friends  were  to  hear  him  ftating  thofe  rea« 
fons  tobis  conflituents,  he  fhould  not  be  furprifed  if  that 
friend  of  the  Minifter  were  to  fay,  *'  take  care  of  Mr.  Fox, 
**  he  is  deceiving  you.  .  The  lyiinifter  does  not  mean  to  go 
«'  towaratalL"  Heaiked,  iftbefecret,  that  we  were  not 
going  to  war,  .bad  got  out  here,  did  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  think  that  they  would  not  foon  know  it  at  Pe*** 
terfburgh?  It  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  us,  hefaid,  that 
ure  {hould  fet  up  for  the  character  of  the  peace-makers  of 
Europe.  He  aiked,  were  we  yet  acquitted  of  having  occa- 
fioned  the  very  war,  to  which  we  pretended  to  put  an  end  ? 
Report  charged  us  with  the  h&.  Report  alfo  imputed  to 
us  the  drawing  Sweden  into  the  laft  war,  and  the  grief  we 
exprefled  when  Sweden,  made  peace  with  the  Emprefs  with- 
out us,  rather  ferved  to  confirm  the  fufpicion.  Nor  were 
we  altogether  free  from  its  being  thought  that  the  late  dif-* 
turbances  in  the  Netherlands  were  owing  in  a  great  meafure 
to  our  intrigues*  While,  therefore,  we  aflumed  the  cha* 
rafters  of  peace  makers,  we  ftood  charged  with  having 
embroiled  all  Europe.  Would  the  Ktn^s  Minifter,-  he 
aiked,  deny,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  h'is  interference, 
peace  wo^ld  have  been  eftablifhed  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte,  long  ago  ?  Mr.  Fox  reprobated  what  he  termed  the 
new  dofirine,  **  that  out  of  e^ry  defenfive  treaty  grewi  a 
^<  defenfive  fyflem;*'  which  gave  us  a  power  to  attack  any 
one  of  our  allies.  Perpetual  interference,  he  faid,  would  in 
that  cafe  occafion  perpetual  war.  He  fpoktt  of  the  degreo 
of  power  that  the  mere  accident  of  the  prefent  fituation  o£ 
France  had  given  us,  and  that  had  we  ufed  it  rightly,  we 
might  have  done  any  thing*  Suqh  a  fituation  had  never  be- 
fore, he  faid,  occurred,  and  ought  to  have  been  wifely 
ufed.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  or  any  of  the  moft 
glorious  of  our  hi  ftory,  nofuch  fituation  had  occurred,  nor 
any  like  it ;  if  it  bad,  what  a  ufe  would  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough or  Lord  Godolphin  have  made  of  it?  It  was,  he 
declared,  the  mere  eSeA  of  chance  that  we  had  it  in  our 
power  to  make  ourfelves  fo  potent.  We  might  fay  with  the 
poet, 
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Suodopt9nu  Divum  promittire  new 
^ufkrety  voli^enda  dies  en  aitulii  nftro^ 

What  Cardinal  Richelieu,  or  any  of  the  .firil>^CfuN|m^ 
any  age  or  time  would  have  given  ar^y  thing  to  polK^i^  W 
right  honovraMe  gentleman  had  totally  throwiraWay.'  T^ 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  put  hitniet^  Mid  Mt  bimMf 
only,  but  his  country,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  tiiUioIe'yeSiinef 
moderation  and  paci&c  m^afures  wei«  necefiiiFy  tOi  w«pfrawa^ 
and  would  fcarcely  retrieve,      Mr/  Fox  kiteifperfed,  arf 
added  a  great  variety  of  other  pointed  remark^  ™^  ^ 
them  couched  in  very   ftrong  expref&ons,    and  fevendi^ 
pcated  more  than  once  ;  at  length}    howeyer,    he  concMel- 
his  fpecch  with  a  declaration,  that  under  fuch  circumfaDcei 
it  would   perhaps  have  been- better  for*  the  country  if  Ml 
honourable  friends,    inflead  of  bringing  the  fuhjoflibrwill 
upon  Qnly  three  difTerent  motions,    had  contrived  to  havc.l 
agitated  ^^^//V'/n^/i/in. 
M.  Pitt.       Mr.  phancellor  Pi*t  faid,  he  certainly  fekhirofelfplki) 
?  upon  to  apologize  to  the ;  Houfe  fer  rifing  at  that  late  faon^ 

hut  after  having  on  a  former  occafion  listed  his  fentimeott 
fo  fully  on  the  fubjed,'  he  (houkl  nbt  trouble  them  witli^ 
long  intrufion,  and  it  was  the  more  imneceiTary,  as  tipl 
queftiovs  wi«h  whatever  ability  it  had  been  brought  forwar^i' 
m^^  precifcly  and  fubflantially  the  fame  queltion  as  that  vbick 
had  in  diflSirent  fhapes  been  twice  before  agitated,  and  re^ 
fpeAing  which  be  had  troubled  the  Houfe  fo  much  at  largt. 
In  the  very  able  opening  of  the  honoui':ible  gentfemaji,*  who 
li>ovod  the  addrefs,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  not  obferved  mocS 
novelty,  or  much  that  required  from  him  any  pofinted^r 
particular  notice.  With  regard  to  all  thofe  arguinentS)  o^ 
^  the  ^jenieral  prjnciplee  of  tl%e  confti^tstion,    in  refpeS  to  the 

|»rerega«ive  of  the-Crown,  which  the'  honourable  gentknutf 
had  fo  much  hboured,  there  ik'as  not  one  of  them  to  which  1m 
was  'not  perfeftly  ready  to  fubfcribe  j  the  principles  that 
,  ftated  were  principles  fo  univerfally  recogcized  ami  admitH' 
that  he  believedj  there  could  fcarcely  be  found  a  Membcf  rf 
that  Houfe  who  would  objeftto  them.  That  the  Honfeha* 
an  undoubted  right  to  interpofe  with  its  advice  to  the  CrowiH 
as  to  the  exerci(eof  its  prerogatives,  no  mari  would  ventofs 
to  deny ;  hut  the  qoeflion  was  not  then,  whether  tb^ 
ihould  interfere  with  their  advice  to  the  Crown,  at  any  titnQ 
but  whether,  after  having  in  the  firft  inftance  grantidthsl 
confidence  whi(:b  the  neceffiiry/ecrecy  of  an  important  nego^ 
dation  required,  they  faw  any  reafonfuddenly,' withootpi^ 
vious  enquiry,  or  any  new.  grounds  but  thofe  of  mere gv(^ 
and  conjoifiure,  to  occafipn  fuch  a  change,  they  wobH 
withdraw  their  confidence, ,.%Dd  totally   lofc  the  dRftrf* 
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[i^eciMibp  which  had  foF  its  objeS  the  lafting  tranquiHitv 
)f  EiSFope.  Thty  thought  when  the  qtiefiton  was  formerly 
bofbrt  them,  that  it' was  right  to  decide  in  fupport  of  Mini- 
Aera  deunng  the  progreft  of  the  negotiation,  and  now  tl)e 
jo^^ftion  came  a  third  time  before  them.  Would  they  then 
bt  the  third  time  perfift  in  the  conduft  they  had  adopted,  ot 
would  they  take  an  oppofite  mode  of  proceeding  ?  For  his 
l^rt,  M^.  Pitt  fa  id,  he  could  not  but  conceive,  that  unfefs 
there  were  any  oew  circumflances  come  out  to  induce  them 
to  alter  their  conddA,  they  would  preferve  their  conliikncy, 
knd confirm  their  former  decifmns.  With  regard  to  th6 
irgument  of  thef  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  he 
bad  *iot  heard  from  him  any  new  grounds;  lieither  had  he 
heardany  new  language  from  the  right  honourable  gentle-. 
ttian,.that  c|^]ed  f<r>r  a  fpecific  reply;  for  hotwithfVanding 
idltheabufa,  invcdive  and  declamation,'  which  the' right 
honourable  gentleman  had  with  (o  much  vehemence  thought 
proper  to  pour  upon  him,  he  might  reft  affured,  that  nei- 
ther his  epithets  fhoujd  provoke, 'nor  his  invedives  move 
him  to  depdrt  in  the  fmalleft  degree  from  perfevering  in  that 
iineofcondoQ,  whichhe  had,  from  the,fir ft  opening  of  the 
fobjcfl  by  the  communication  of  His  Majefty's  '  niefrape, 
thought  it  hk  duty  to  adopt ;  hut  lie  XvouM  calmly  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  that  moment  when,  *  without  any  rifque  of 
Hanger  to  the  public  interefts,  the  whole  of  the  ncgbciation 
could  begone  into,  invfeftigated  and  examined;  and  when 
that  moment  came,  Helholild  throw  himfelf  with  confidence 
on  his  country,  confeious,  that  if  they  approved  of  hit  admi- 
hiftration;  they  wouW  do  him  the  juftice  to  acknowledge 
it,  and  determined  patiently  on  his  part  to  fubmit  to  their 
cenfureif  they  thought  his  condufl  deferved  it. 

Having  prgmifed  this,*  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  obferve 
thit  in  thecourfeof  that  debate, >  there  had  been  ftated  as  an 
objeft  for  the  armament,  what  was  fo  far  new,  that  it  had 
not  before  J)een  hinted  at,  at  leaft  in  that  Houfe,  viz,  that 
.^ehad  armed  with  a  view  to  procure  fome  acquifition  for 
the  King  of  Pruflia.  As  that  was  totally  new  in  argument, 
fowasjt  totally  new  to  the  minds  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters, 
as  hetould  fafely  pronounce  it  had  never  once  entered  their 
contemplation*  Having  thus  in  the  moft  explicit  terms 
denied,  that  Minifters  ever  looked  toward  the  procuring 
any  acquifition  for  Pruffia,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  other  points 
which  the  right  honourable  gentlerVian  had  thought  proper  to 
^'^ntion,  was  the  change  in  the  Cabinet,  by  the  DuJce  of 
Leeds  having chofen  to  retire  from  office.  He  would  not' 
then  go  into  the  difcuffion  cf  the  reafqns  which  had   induced  "^ 

the  noble  Duke  to  quit  his  official  fituation,  becaufe  it  was  not- 
*tallncceffary  for  himtodo  fo,  nor  had  it  any  relation  to     , 
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thequeftion  before  them;  he  would  only  faj,  thatheeiH 
tertained  as  fincere  a  iefpe£l  for  that  neble  perfon  at  e«r. 
But  exclufiveof  the  reflgnation  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  whidi 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  affigned  as  one  groonl 
of  that  change  of  circumflances  which  he  chofe  to  ilate  ata 
reafon  for  MiniAers  having  altered  their  mind^,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  there  had  peen  at  one  tioN 
infolence  and  menace  in  the  language  of  Minifters,  atanotkc 
time  timidity,  and  at  a  third  ficklenefs  and  want  of  decKioo; 
9nd  thefe  afiertions  he  had  made  without  the  leafi  infonna- 
tion  that  could  authorife  him  to  come  forward  with  an?  one 
of  thefe  imputations.  But  even  if  they  had  been  foondol, 
they  would  not  be  arguments  for  theaddrefs.  What  wisi^ 
Mr.  Pitt,  aiked,  that,  could  induce  the  Houfe  to  come  10 
the  addrefs  at  that  moment }  If  it  were  nece^ry  to  haie 
come  to  any  addrefs,  he  Ihould  have  conceived  it  would  haft 
been  in  an  earlier  fiage;  when,  if  the  Houfe  thought  Hb 
Majefty's  prefent  fervants,  from  any  part  of  their  foimer 
condu^,  unworthy  to  be  entrufted  with  the  negotiation,  it 
would  have  been  perfefily  conftitutional  and  parliamentaif 
to  have  addrefled  His  Majefty  to  put  the  management  of  htf 
affairs  into  other  hands. 

Having  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  that  point,  Mr.  Pitt  tool 
not ke  of  the  fort  of  vote  of  credit  which  the  Hosfe  had 
come  to;  and  argued  upon  it,  to  (hew  that  it  put  itl^fsift 
the  power  of  Muiifters   to  abufe  the  confidence  ofParlia* 
ment,  than  if  it  had   been  a   vote  of  credit  for  a  millioRi 
which  was  the  ufual  vote  on  fuch  occafions.     Had  thevolo 
ef  the  Houfe  been  that,    Minifters  would   have  had  dir 
million,  befides  all  that  could  be  fpared  out  of  the  fupplf  ^ 
ways  and  means,  at  their  command,  whereas  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  vote  which  had  paflTed,    they   had  nothing  mow 
than  what  could  be  fpared  from  the  fupply  and  ways  and 
meanSr     Gentlemen,  he  obfervcd,    had  faid,    that  if  them 
was  an  end  of  the  feflion,  and  a  Parliament  was  not  fitting, 
the  Minifter,    under  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  couH 
plunge  the  country  into  a  war,  and  thus  incur  ail  the  roin* 
ous  confequences  incidental  to  a  ftate  of  warfare.    The  h& 
undoubtedly  was,  that  the  King  could  plunge  the  nation 
into  a  war  at  any  one  time  that  he  pleafed;  it  did  not  theie« 
fore  apply  more  particularly  to  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Par-.  , 
liament,  than  to  any  recefs  of  Parliament;    the  Parliament 
when  it  met  could  check  that  ufe  of  the  [yterogative^  and 
cenfure  Minifters  for  having  advifed  it;  nay  they  could  da 
much  more,  they  could   refu(e  tp  grant  tbe  fupplies,  and 
thuseffeflually  prevent  the  war*     Having  a^ded  a  vafiotf 
of  other  arguments  againft  the  motion,  Mr,   Pitt  condudn 
.     with  faying  that  he  fliould  give  his  negative  to  it. 
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On  the  qoeftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided^ 

Ayesy  114;  Noes,  208. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurfdajy  2tth  May. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on 
the  clerks  of  affize  bill,  Mr.  Stanley  took  the  chair,  and 
die  Committee  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks  and  difcuis 
the  claufes  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Huffiy  rofe,  to  ftate  fome  objections  zsi  well  Co  the  Mr. 
principle  of  the  bill^  as  to  various  of  its  regulations.  He  Uuflcy. 
l%id|  that  if  he  were  alked  which  he  moil  approved,  the  fale 
Df  the  office  of  clerk  of  affize  by  the  Judges,  or  the  gratrs 
appointment  of  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  that  office,  he  ihould 
pronounce  in  favour  of  the  fale.  Mr.  Hufiey  gave  his  xea* 
Tons  for  this  option,  and  paid  the  prefent  Judges  many  com- 
pliments on  their  integrity  and  the  purity  of  their  m'mds; 
nevettfaelefs  he  faid,  he  dia  not  approve  of  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  any  Judge  to  abufe  his  power;  and  in  making  a 
law,  it  was  their  duty  to  guard  againfl  the  poffibility  of 
bture  abufe. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  who  had  introduced  the  bill, 
and  condu£led  it  through  its  various  ftages,  affigned  his  rea* 
fons  for  holding  an  opinion  as  to  the  fale  or  gift  of  the  office 
of  clerk  of  affize,  direfily  oppofite  to  that  of  Mr.  HuiToj, 
and  argued  the  point  very  ftrenuoufly. 

A  long  and  defultory  converibtion  took  place,  in  which 
the  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Mitford,  Mr.  Jekyll,  Mr* 
Baker,  Mr.  Powys,  Sir  Benjamin  Hammett,  the  Attorney 
General,  Alderman  Watfon,  and  many  other  gentlemea 
took  part. 

^\t  fVatkin  Lewes^  as  foon  as  the  foregoing  converfationSirWat* 
had  fuhfided,  rofe,  and  requefted  the  attention  of  the  Com-kta  Lewtt 
mlttee  for  a  few  minutes.  He  faid,  he  could  not  fuiFer  lome 
obibrvations  which  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  to 
pafs  unnoticed,  but  he  muft  in  the  firft  place  obferve,  that 
there  appeared  to  him  to  be^  great  irregularity  in  their  pro- 
reeding,  for  they  were  debating  in  the  Committee  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  whereas  in  point  of  propriety  they 
(houid  only  debate  the  claufes,  and  afterwards  upon  the  re- 
port, or  any  other  fiage  of  the  bill,  difcufs  the  principle,  and 
ii^hich  indeed  ought  to  have  been  done  before,  if  any  honour* 
ihle  gentleman  had  an  objedtiou  to  it.  Sir  Watkin  begged 
to  be  onderftood  he  was  not  unfrrendly  to  thofe  gentlemen 
•»ho  had  purchafed  their  places,  and  if  they  were  to  be  re- 
gulated, he  hoped  a  liberal  compenfation  would  be  made  to 
Ihem;  but  he  was  clearly  and  decidedly  of  opinion  that  thol« 
places  ought  not  to  be  fold  in  future.     I'he  iale  of  any 
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place  connefked  with  the  adminiffration  of  pubtic  jdBit 
would  be  a  r  fledion  upon  that  Houfe  if  pcrmktcd.  ^ 
very  refpecSable  perfonages^  who  bad  originated  that  bi 
the  other  Houfo  of  Parliament,  had  done  ^hemfelves 
bon()ur  in  giving  up,  for  the  fake  of  public  jufticc,  i 
iraluabie  appendage  belonging  to  their  office ;  and  ihcj 
ferved  a  very  different  return  than  to  have  the  biH 
end  to,  by  a  motroh  m  the  Committee  for  the  ^ 
leaving   the  chair.     Was   the  honourable  gelrtlemaiiy 
Baker,  who  wi(hed  to  put  off  the  bill  to  the  ii6kt 
furc  that  the  Judges  would  again  brirvg  it  forward?  1 
opinion  it  was  no  encouragement,  nor,  was  it  treating 
with  that  refpedl  which  was  due  to  them,  after  the 
which  they  propofed   for  the   benefit  of  the  poblic 
thefc  reafons  he  entreatetl  the  Committee  to  go  throo^^ 
"cbufes,  and  to  let  the  bill  have  a  fair  ;tikA  full  difci  '^ 
its  merits  in  the  Houfe. 

The  gallery  was  foon  after  cleared,  Mn  Hufley  ha^ 
clared  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  agaii 
bill ;  he  at  length  however,  gave  way,  on  its  being 
by  the  MaAcr  of  the  Rolls,  that  he  wiOied  the  bill 
not  he  quafhed,  as  he  would  make  fuch  alterations  bi 
ihoulJ  render  it  free  from  every  obje£t ion  that  had  been 
to  it  in  t})e  courfe  of  the  converfation^    The  bill  was 
to  be  reported. 

The  Attorney  General  having  moved,  that  the  Ho 
jblve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Newfoundland 
Bill, 

Mr.  Mr.  Edmund  Baftard  rofe,  in  order  to  obje^  to  the 

BaiUrd.  and  this  he  did  on  two  grounds:  it  was  either,  he  '" 
much,  or  too  little  ;  if  it  was  meant  to  anfwer  the 
of  a  colony,  in  confideration  of  the  people  reiident  at 
foundlind,  it  was  too  little.     With  refpe£b  to  the  " 
Mr*  Baftard  faid,  it  ought  to  be  n6w,  and  formerly  had 
the  policy  of  this  country  to  carry  it  on  from  hci 
had  been  the  great  obje<5l  to  fend  out,  and  fecure  the 
of  our  iifhermen.     This  was  the  only  trwe  policy,  tl 
poffible  method  of  carrying  on  the  fifhery  with  any 
tage  to  this  country.     That  the  difputes  which  m^ 
refpedling  the  concerns  of  the  fifhery  were  of  a  conB 
ture,  and  required,  as  experience  had  fhewn  us,  no 
law  to  fettle  them.    The  Governor  had  power  fuffi 
all  common  occurrences,  and  if  any  thing  beyond 
arofe,  the  Courts  of  law  here  were  open  ;  and  to  this 
try,  for  obvious  reafons,  fuch  application  (houM  be 
With  refpeft  alfo  to  the  fifhery,  it  was  of  fo  very 
a  nature,  that  any  interruption  to  it  whatever 
highly  detrimental.    From  the.fir&  monient.of  the 
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r  abfenting  (limrelf  a  fmgle  day  from  his  employ ;  and 
It  fine  was  fcdrcely  a  recompence  to  his  etriployery  be* 
afe,  by  his  abfence,  the  labour  of  many  others  was  ftop- 
!•  Now,  what  would  be,  or  he  might  fay,  what  had 
5n,  the  effedl-  of  a  Court  of  law  fo  eftablilhed;  for  a 
mn  of  Common  Pleas  had  been  ellabliihed  in  the  ifland  of 
iwfoundland,  by  what  authority  he  knew  not,  but  from 
I  prefent  bill,  he  fhould  judge  without  any  authority 
atever.  For  this  bill  was  to  grant  a  power  to  His  Ma- 
y  to  eftablifh  a  Court  of  law  on  the  fame  principle  as 
t  before  eflablifhed,  without  any  authority  from  the  le- 
lature  of  this  country.     This  Court  being  held   during 

fifliing-feafon,  at  any  time  they  might  think  proper, 
jld  oblige  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  trade  to  attend 
Court,  the  attendance  of  fomeof  whom  muft  be  ruinous 
he  voyage,  as  from  its  nature  much  depended  on  thofc 
>Ioyed  in  the  particular  branches  of  the  fifhery.     Was 

Court,  Mr.  Baftard  alked,  to  be  ftaiionary  at  St,  John's, 
to  go  from  harbour  to  harbour,  and  fit  in  the  different 
ts  of  the  ifland?     If  it  was  to  go  from  place  to  place,  it 

imp«ffible,  during  its  refidence  at  Newfoundland,  that 
>ulil  anfwer  the  profefled  put  poles  of  the  bill.  If  it  was 
e  Aationary  at  St.  John's,  it  was  impollible  that  the 
;ry  could  be  carried  on  at  any  diftance,  and  be  fuhjedl  to 
iurifdidlion ;    becaufe,  as   before    ftated,  the  abfence   of 

for^  ever  fo  Ihort  a  time,  was  of  fo  much  importance, 
the  ruin  muft  be  evident  to  every  one,  which  muft  at- 

thofe  who  were  obliged  to  attend  from  a  diftant  part. 
Ii  refpeft  to  the  fimery,  therefore,  the  bill  was  too 
h  in  ioto:  the  regulations  of  it  ought  to  be  as  fimpl^  as 
>le.  With  refpedl  to  the  bill,  as  concerning  thofe  who 
5  at  Newfoundland  in  a  colonial  way,  (he  begged  to 
der  the  fifherman  and  the  colonift  as  diftinfl  and  fepa- 

it  was  too  little.  If  a  Court  of  judicature  were  necel- 
fbr  that  purpofe,  it  ought  to  be  a  permanent  and  refi- 
Courr,  and  that  on  a  proper  eftabliftiment. 
hat,  Mr.  Baftard  alked,  had  been  the  method  of  decid- 
^e  concerns  of  the  fiftiery  ?  The  fiift  a6t  refpe<5ting  it 
roricife  and  (imple,  and  fully  adeqii^^te  to  the  purpoft-s  of 
flicry ;  he  would,  however,  take  It  in  its  more  advnnced 
In  1730,  a  Governor  was  appointed  for  the  purpofe 
^ulating  and  deciding  the  difputes  that  might  arife;  he 
[y  held  a  Court  once  in  the  year,  in  which  he  himfelf 

\^^^    n/Tinp<1  hv  thft  TuJae  r\f  tfi#>  Ailmiraltv  Court,    and 
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tbe  Jufltces  of  the  peace ;  a  jury  was  fuiximoned»  and  efery 
concern  of  the  fifhery  was  decided.     If  parties  were  diffiid^ 
fied,  there  was  an  appeal  here.     This  Court  generally  fit 
about  a  wtek  at  the  end  of  the  fifhing  feafon,  and  furrc^ 
were  fent  to  the  out- ports  who  fettled  the  difierebces tlA 
This  method  had  continued  till  within  a  Very  few  years,  irfl 
in  the  courfe  of  between  50  and  60  years  the  bufinefsbatfe 
this  manner  been  condu£led.     About  two  years  finceanil 
Court  was  eflabliflied  under  the  name  of  tbe  Court  of  CoV 
mon  Pleas;  and  Judges  were  appointed  to  prefide  in  it.  THl 
Court  fat  during  the  fifhing  feafon.     At  iirft  Judges  W0 
fummoned>  and  in  order  to  induce  complaints  to  come  to tk^ 
Court,  no  fees  were  taken.     This  cuftom  however,  wasfc* 
dropped,  and  no  caufe  whatever  was  heard  without  the fa| 
bein^  firft  paid  down.     Petitions  and  reprefentations 
made  to  governnient  of  the  eftablifhraent  of  this  Cooiti 
the  bad  principle  of  the  Court;  of  the  oppreflive  mcihJ^ 
executing  it,  of  the  ruinous  and  fatal  tendency  of  ittoi 
fifliery.     Amongft  other  grievances,  they  complained  tij 
tlicir  men  were  conftantly  taken  away  from 'their  employ' 
thefe  juries.     They   did  not  complain   of  the  principfe 
juries,  becaufe  to  the  juries  did  they  look  for  the  fatetj 
their  property;  but  wlien  they  complained  of  the  prinCT^ 
of  the  Court,  which  made  thofe  juries  necefTary  during 
fifliing  feafon,     "  If  you  complain  of  that  (faid  the  Co«l 
"  we  will  foon  remedy  that;*'  fo  they  did,  and  how?l 
they   proceeded  without  fummoning  any  juries  at  all, 
decided,  as  they  chofe,  on  the  property  and  effeflsof 
people,  without  any  reference  to  the  law  or  conftitation 
this  country.      Mr.    Baftard   faid,  he   could,  if  necefik 
enumerate  a   number  of  extraordinary    decifions   made 
that  Court  on  different  cafes  ;»but   thought  it  fufficient 
inform  the  Houfe  of  the    fituation   of  thofe   pcrfons  1 
vCere  appointed  as  Judges  of  that  Court.     Here  he  begrf 
be  underftood,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  throw 
flur  on  the  charaflers  of  thofe  people;  he  made  no 
they  decided  to  the  beft  of  their  abilities,  and  if  they 
been  placed  in  fituations,  to  which  it  was  impoffihie  < 
could  be  equal,  it   was  the  foult  of  thofe  who  placed  I 
there,  and  not  theirs.     The  •firft  was  the  Admiral's  fcfl 
tary,  the  next  a  Cuftom  houfe  officer,  another  theOrdi 
ftore-keeper,  and  another  the  Surgeon*s  mate  of  the  I 
tal.     He  made  no  doubt  Mr.  Graham  iT>ight  be  a  veryg 
fecretary,  he  made  no  doubt  Mr.  Coke  might  be  a  veryj 
Cuftom- houfe  officer,  he  made  no  doubt  Mr.  Hallen  might 
Very  good  ftore-keeper,  or  that  Mr.  Ogdcn  might  be  a  1 
good  lurgeon's  mate;  but,  Hiid  he,  when  we  fee  a  Coart 
law  with  perfons  of  that  defcription  at  the  head  of  i^ 
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are  not  to  wonder  at  the  ill  confequence  that  we  may  f«e 
irife  from  it.  '  If  a  Court  of  Jaw  was  neceffary,  which  he 
fenied  to  be  the  cafe  here,  it  was  as  neceflary  that  people 
eonverfant  in  the  law  ihould  prefide  in  it;  or  elfe,  what  did 
fhey  do;  they  conftitutt;d  the  power,  and  then,  by  placing  it 
tn  hands  that  know  not  how  to  ufe  it,  they  legalized  the  op' 
^ef&on  which  enfued.  How  did  the  Court,  propofed  by  the 
jitefent  bill,  differ  from  the  Court  before  eftabliihed,  he  faid,  ' 

itid  how  did  it  redrefs  the  complaints  fo  juftly  made  againft 
it  f  The  Cocirt  was  not  to  confifl,  indeed,  of  the  fame  num- 
ber, but  would  mod  probably  confift  of  the  i'ame  people. 
The  time  of  holdmg  the  Court  would  be  the  fame;  the 
iammary  way  of  deciding  without  a  jury  the  fame;  and  the 
fentence  as  final.  Where  was  the  diiFerence  then  between 
thefe  Courts  ?  The  difference  was  this,  Mr,  Baftard  faid, 
ihat  powers  were  given  to  this  Court  far  beyond  thofe  exer- 
rifed  by  the  former.  In  the  former,  the  property  only  was 
liable  to  be  attached,  in  this  the  perfon  as  well  as  the  proper- 
ty was  liable.  He  .afked  for  information,  if  this  Court  was 
to  put  the  bankrupt  laws  into  execution ;  or  if  after  the 
Esizure  of  the  property,  the  perfon  alfo  was  to  be  feized, 
kid  remain  in  prifon  for  life }  This  Court  alfo,  he  faid,  was 
Id  aflume  the  powers  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  to  an- 
llihilate  it  for  the  time,  and  to  take  cognizance  of  every 
thing,  by  fea  as  well  as  by  land.  There  was  a  difference, 
ivhich  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  was  for  the  better; 
that  was,  the  paying  the  Judges  a  certain  falary,  and  not 
permitting  them  to  pay  thcmfelves  as  they  did  in  the  former 
Court,  by  the  fees  which  they  exa£led  from  thofe  who  applied 
to  it.  As  the  Governor  would  be  almoft  a  nominal  officer, 
(hould  this  bill  pafs,  Mr.  Baftard  faid,  he  wiQied  to  argue 
this  with  a  view  to  the  fifliery  only,  and  not  with  any  view 
to  the  colony,  for  in  that  light  only  couid  he  confider  It  of 
any  advantage  to  this  country.  If  he  were  told  that  the 
Blnery  and  the  colony  were  fo  blended,  that  this  bill  was 
neceflary  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  both,  he  (hould  not  he- 
fuate  to  fay,  he  wiflieJ  diiiiri'5)ly  to  feparaie  the  one  from 
the  other.  It  was  impolubie  iliey  could  both  exift  together, 
as  the  one  rifes,  the  other  muft  fall;  and  as  they  had  efta* 
bliihed  the  colony,  t^ey  would  lofe  the  fifhery.  What  had 
b«en  the  cafe  of  New  England  ?  As  foon  as  it  was  efta- 
bliihed'a  colony,  they  did,  what  it  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed  they  would  do,  they  took  the  fiflieries  into  their  own 
hands.  If  he  were  afked,  what!  leave  30,0  o  irthabitanta 
there  without  any  law  ?  he  would  fay,  that  30,000  inhabi- 
tants ought  never  to  have  been  permitted  to  have  remained 
there,  and  that  we  (hould  rather  make  regulations  to  in  luce 
them  to  return  here,  than  to  purfue  a  fyllem  by  introducing 
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Courts  of  judicature,  and  civil  cftabliflunentSy  that  mi^ 
induce  thero  to  remain  there.    Of  fo  much  confequence  kai  , 
this  fifhery  been  eAeemed,  and  fo  much  had  ft  flood  in  oeol , 
of  affiftance  and  encouragement  from  this  coantryy  tbat 
bounties  had  been  granted  to  them  for  that  parpote.     Ss 
many  regulations  however,  fo  many  clogs  had  been  impofed 
on  it,  and  fo  exhorbitant  and  oppreffive  had  been  the  fern 
talcen  by  the  officers  eftablifhed  there,  that  within  thefe  htL 
two  years  this  trade  has  confiderably   decreafed;  and  ^lie 
would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  thefe 'regulations,  thefe  impe- 
diments, thefe  clogs  were  removed,  the  trade  would  readily 
give  up  the  bounties  granted  to  them.     Mr.  Baftard  (aid,  or  , 
muft  take  notice  of  the  condu£l  of  government  refpeS&Bg 
the  trade.    Two  bills  had  been  brought  into  Parliament^  die 
.    iirft  to  oblige  the  merchants  under  the  penalty  of  two  boiH 
dred  pounds,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Governor  in  quitting 
thofe  parts  of  the  ifland,  the  ufe  of  which  were  confirmed  to 
them   by  treaty,  and  to  leave  the  valuable  fifheries  thcR* 
This  bill  was  brought  in  at  the  end  of  the   feffion,  when 
the  trade  had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard  againft  it,  and 
after  they  had  failed  with  a  power,  as  they  thought,  of  ex* 
^rcifin^  the  fame  right  they  had  done  the  year  before.     Tbt 
other  bill  was  now  broug;ht  in  at  the  end  of  the  feffion,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  impoffible  for  thofe  concerned  to  be  hevd 
ill  the  manner  they  ought  to  be  heard  againft  it.     He  hal  ' 
thought  it  his  duty,  he  faid,  (ituated  as  he  was,  to  lay  b 
much  in  oppofition  to  a  meafure  which  he  made  no  doobt 
-  other  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  thinking  highly 
prejudicial  to  this  country.   Mr,  Baftard  concluded  wiihde> 
glaring,  that  he  was  forry  to  have  taken  up  fo  much  time  of  * 
the  Houfe,  when  the  matter  might  be  compromized  in  the 
very  ftiort;  queftlon — will  you  have  a  fifhery,  or  a  colony? 
Attorney        The  Attorney  General  ^echtei]  himfelf  fomewhat  foprize4 
Gtoeral,    xh:kt  any  complaint  fliould  be  made  of  the  bill  then  under 
confideration.     It  founded  very  harOily,  he  faid,  in  the  ears 
of  that  Houfe,  that  any  defcriplion  of  His  Majefty*$  fob- 
.je&$  fhould  be  without  the  means  of  obtaining  a  judicial  dr>  • 
cifion  of  their  difputes;  and  fuch  was  the  (ituation  at  thi* 
moment,  of  His  Majefty's   fu!ije<as  at   Newfoundland.    It 
was  with  a  view  to  remove  this  ground  of  grievance  that  he 
had  prepared  the  prefent  bill,    the  objeft   of    which  was 
merely  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  fend  out  a  gentleman  of  tbe 
law,  with  two  affeffors  (the  latter  to  bJe  appointed  on  the 
fpot  by  the  Governor)  in  order  to  form  a  Court  of  jufiice^ 
the   fun<Sian55   of  which    would  be  folely  confined  to  the 
power  to  fettle  debts  and  mat'ers  of  account.     It  was  troh 
as  the  liorvourable  gentleman  ftated,  that  a  former  Court  had 
been  eftaWiflied,  and  upon  accurate  examinatLon. of  thcGo- 
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vemoi^s  patent,  Mr.  Attorney  faid>  he  was  rather  apt  to 
think  without  fufiSlcient  l^al  authority.     The  firft  was,  tlie 
Governor  being  an  Admiral,  had  naturally  bent  his  mind 
more  to  the  confideratibn  of  nautical  fubje^s,  than  thole  of 
a  judicial  nature;  and  as  bis  patent  empowered  him  to  ap* 
point  Judges,  had  taken  it  for  granted  it  authorized  him  to 
appoint  Courts  likewife;  which  was  an  error,  he  the  more 
naturally  fell  into,  as  he  faw  the  want  of  fome  inftitution  of 
that  fort.     From  the  nature  of  the  trade  to  Newfoundland, 
the   Attorney  General  faid,  there  were  mapy  fervants  and 
feiv    mailers,  difputes  confequently   mud   frequently  arife, 
and  hard  indeed  would  be  the  lot  of  their  fervants,  if  they 
were  left  wholly  at  their  mafters*  niercy.     He  inftanced  one 
cafe^  and  he  faid  he  could  flate  many  others,  to  prove,  the  i 

^nrant  of  a  Court  fuch  as  that  which  th^bill  authorized,  viz. 
a  Court  to  fettle  debts  and  matters  of  account  merely*    It 
was  that  of  a  merchant,  who  threw  his  man  into  prifon  for 
I20l«  when  in  looking  to  the  cafe,  it  appeared  as  clear  as  the 
fun  at  noon  day,  that  the  mailer  was  indebted  to  the  man 
twelve  pounds.     At  this  very  time,  Mr.  Attorney  faid,  the 
poor  at  Newfoundland   were  calling  out   for  a  Court  of 
juftice,  and  the  Governor  had  defired  to  have  one  inftituted; 
and  he  mud  fay  he  did  not  think  it  quite  feemly  for  the  op- 
pulent  fettlers  to  oppofe  a  bill,  which  had  for  its  objeft  the 
inftitution  of  fuch  a  Court  as  was  bed  adapted  to  the  nature 
and  circumflances  of  the  (ituation.     It  was  to  fupply  the  de- 
left of  that  former  appointment,  and  to  eAablifli  a  Court 
legally,  Mr.  Attorney  faid,  that   he  had  drawn  the  prefent 
bill ;  and  he  had  framed  the  Court  upon  the  model  of  that 
calculated  for  Gibraltar,,  which  had  been  framed  by  the  late 
Sir  Dudley   Ryder,  and  the  prefent  Lord   Mansfield,  and 
which  had  given  genial  fatisfadtion.     He  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  diftindlion  which  he  had 
made  between  the  fifhery  and  Uie  colonial  inhabitants;  the     « 
latter  could  have  no  property  but  under  the  aft  of  King 
William,  and  it  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  former  that  confti- 
tuted  the  neceflity  on   which   the  hill  had  been  introduced. 
Mr.   Attorney  concluded   with  reminding  the  Houfe,  that 
being  a  bill  of  experifDent,  it   was  to  continue  in  foiceone 
year  only,  that  the  head  of  the  Court  would  be  a  gentle- 
man  profeflionally   bred,    and   the  Court    would   have  to 
interfere  in   no  points   whatever  but  in  fettling  debts  and 
matters  of  account. 

Mr.  Ba/iard  rofe,  in  reply  to  the  Attorney  General,  and      Mr. 
began  with  faying,  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle-    Baftard*  * 
man  had  mifconceived  the  grounds  of  oppofition  taken  by 
the   honourable  gentleman  behind  him.      I  hat  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  dated  a  complaint  againft  there  being  any 
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Court,  bu^againft  the  fitting  of  a  Court  during  the  fifliery 
feafon.  The  former  Courts  eflabliflieJ  in  the  iflaad  hady 
Mr*  Baftard  faid,  on  that  very  account  proved  the  fourceof 
great  inconvenience,  and  done  more  harm  than  good.  In 
confequence  of  the  reftraints  put  upon  the  tiiliery  trade  of 
late  years,  he  declared,  that  it  had  greatly  decreaied,  as  he 
^  would  convince  the  Houfe  from  a  ftatement  which  he  heU 

in  his  hand.  Mr.  Badard  read  the  particulars  to  the  Houic^ 
and  it  thence  appeared  that  in  1 788,  there  were  630  veflels  em* 
ployed  in  the  trade,  which  were  reduced  T03,  and  at  that 
time  the  number  of  men  was  5177,  whereas  there  were  now 
only  42  70,  employed.  There  was  a  decreafe  alfo  in  the 
bank  veffels  of  148,  ^and  the  men  were  no  more  than  155^ 
The  decreafe  in  the  boats  reduced  them  to  118,  and  the 
men  to  426.  Mr.  Baftard  faid,  he  knew  that  the  veflelt 
would  be  lefs  this  year  than  the  lail,  on  account  of  the 
Court  about  to  be  eftablifhed  He  wi(hed  the  honour^b 
and  learned  gentleman  would  confult  the  trade  on  the  fob- 
jeft,  when  they  would  tell  him  what  was  the  proper  time 
for  the  Court  to  fit. 
Mr.Scrje-  Mr.  Serjeant  IVatfon  propofed  to  the  Attorney  General^ 
«nt  Wat*  as  a  means  of  compromifing  the  differences  of  opinion,  and 
fon.  reconciling  to   the  bill    all  concerned,    to    introduce  two 

claufes ;  one  for  the  purpofe  of  enaf^ing  that  the  Court 
fiiould  not  be  held  or  fit,  when  its  fitting  inteifered  with,  or 
was  inconvenient  to,  the  fifiiery ;  the  other,  to  declare  that 
the  Court  (hould  have  no  jurifdidion  in  cafes  of  contraft 
made  here  in  England  with  merchants  not  refident  in  En- 
gland, becaufe  the  parties  fo  contrading  for  their  voyages  to 
the  ifland,  if  they  felt  any  grievance  or  caufe  of  complaint, 
would  have  the  means  of  ample  remedy  here  on  their  return 
home. 
Attorney  The  Attorney  General  approved  of  the  idea,  !)ut  faid,  he  did 
CcBcral.  not  think  it  right  to  make  it  a  provifion  in  the  hill,  becaufe 
if  any  error  mould  be  committed  in  inferling  fuch  aclaufe 
or  claufes,  the  rfF^£l  wou'd  be  irrevocable,  whereas  the 
fame  good  m'ght  be  effedled  through  the  medium  of  in- 
ftrut^ions  to  the  Governor. 

The  bill  was  committed,  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  cn- 
groflcd. 

Mr.  Popham  having  moved  thnt  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  the   report   of  his    poor  bill    into  confideration,  be 
read,  the  fame  was  read  accordingly. 
Mr.  Mr.  Popham  then  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  his  bill  had  un- 

Popham.  dergone  great  correction  and  alteration  in  the  Committee 
above  flairs.  It  had,  \\^  owned,  been  a  main  objeit  with  him 
to  compel  overfeers  to  find  labour  for  the  poor  ;  and  in  con- 
fe^juence,  returns   of  ths   fums    expended  iiv  the  rcfpecHve 
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pariflies  and  diftri£ls  had  been  called  for,  in  conformity  to 
the  laft  ad  of  Parliament,  and  extremely  various  the  funis, 
fo  returned  to  have  been  expended,  were ;  by  .  fome  ten 
pounds  had  been  laid  out,  by  others  four,  three,  and  two 
pounds,  and  by  others  again  only  a  few  fhillings.  Mr. 
Popham  therefore  faid,  he  had  thrown  out  of  the  confide- 
ration  all  that  were  under  forty  {hillings,  and  taken  ten 
pounds  as  the  average  of  the  higheft  fums,  and  the  returns 
confidered  altogether,  afforded  tTie  (jleareft  proof  that  the  di-  ' 
Te€lions  of  the  adt  had  been  very  little  attended  to,  and  that 
not  more  than  one  pariih  in  fifty  had  paid  any  regard  to  pro- 
viding labour  for  their  poor.  Having  flated  this,  Mr.  Pop- 
ham  J'aid,  what  he  had  at  firft  thought  to  be  a  wife  and 
found  regulation,  the  Committee  had  been  of  opinion  was 
not  fo  well  calculated  for  general  prat^ice,  as  he  had  ima- 
gined; and  in  compliance  with  their  ideas  another  mode  of 
providing  for  the  poor  had  been  fubflituted.  ^e  however, 
thought  it  right  to  ilate,  that  the  principle  he  had  propofed, 
had  been  adopted  fo  long  ago  as  in  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary ;  he  was.  not  therefore  to  be  charged  with  having  at- 
tempted to  introduce  any  thing  novel.  By  the  bill  as  it 
then  flood,  Mr.  Popham  faid,  three  modes  or  employing  the 
poor  were  Aated,  (thpfe  who  were  manufacturers  could 
neceflarily  and  eafily  be  provided  with  employment,  and 
therefore  they  were  out  of  the  quedion) ;  the  firft  mode  was,  , 
employment  in  hufbandry,  as  the  firft  objecEl  of  this  cpuntry; 
the  fecond,  the  allotment  of  parcels  of  the  wafte,  with  the 
leave  of  the  lord  or  lady  of  the  manor,  to  raife  their  own 
provifions  upon;  and  the  third,  labour  on  the  highways,  for  ' 
which  they  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fcor's  rate.  At  firft, 
Mr.  Popham  iaid,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  that  the  poor 
who  worked  on  the  highways  fhould  be  pai^.out  of  the 
purfe  of  the  furveyor  of  the  highways,  but  on  more  mature 
confideration  he  thought  it  better  that  they  fhould  be  paid 
out  of  the  poor's  rate.  In  order  to  convince  the  Houfe  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  poor*s  rate  being  too  much 
drained  by  the  operation  of  his  l)i]l,  Mr,  Popham  Ibted 
-  that  thofe  of  the  poor  who  worked  on  the  highways  would 
mofl  pro'  ably  be  the  aged  and  decrepit,  and  as  they  were  to 
he  paid  but  three  fourths  of  the  ordinary  price  of  la'our, 
there  was  no  likelihood  of  the  poor  advantaging  themfelves 
of  that  refource  fo  long  as  they  were  capable  of  other  work, 
and  could  get  any  to  do.  Mr.  Popham  proceeded  to  detail 
the  other  nguiations  of  his  bill,  and  having  gone  through 
the  provifions  of  the  feveral  claufes,  moved  that  the  report 
be  then  read. 

Tiie  amendments  having  been  read  a  firfl  time,  on  the 

queftion 
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queRion  *^  that  thefe  amendments  be  now  read  a  fecooA 

«  time,** 

Lord  Sheffield  rofe,  and  after  expreffing  hi$  concern  at 
finding  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  a  bill  which  bad  been  isttfi^ . 
duced  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  oppolitelo 
him,  faid,  the  fubje£l  was  of  infinite  importance,  ando«^  , 
to  be  very  maturely  confidered;  which  did  not  appear  ti 
him  to  be  altogether  pradlicable  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  tbe 
fefBon,  and  therefore  he  muft  move  an  amendment  to  ttie 
queftion,  "  that  the  bill  be  read  that  day  three  months.* 

Mr.  Popham  faid,  the  bill  had  been  introduced  early  iadv 
feffion,  and  very  deliberately  confidered  by  the  Commhtecw 
The  report  had  been  in  that  Houfe  ever  fince  the  t^thtf 
the  prefent  month,  and  was  to  have  been  taken  into  codfidfi* 
ration  lafl  Tuefday,  but  the  multitude  of  public  bofimtr 
prevented  it.  No  pi^cipitation  or  lofs  of  time  was  therefiN% 
imputable  to  him,  but  every  gentleman  might  have  nak 
himfelf  mafVer  of  it,  had  he  thought  proper, 

Mr.  ff'ig/{y  in  fopport  of  the  bill,  faid,  that  it  had  coftlib 
honourable  and  learned  friend  fo  much  pains,  and  icaHy 
pofTefTed  fo  large  a  fhare  of  merit,  however  it  might  yet  re- 
quire alteration,  that  he  thougiit  it  would  be  larher  hard  10 
treat  it  in  the  manner  propoied;  he  hoped  therefore,  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  perfift  in  his  motion,  but  wovtl 
inove  tliat  the  fecond  r^  ading  of  the  amendments  be  pofU 
poned  till  next  day,  or  an  early  day  neict  week. 

The  Houfn  divided  on  the  queftioU  "  that  the  word  OOW 
**  ftand  part  of  this  qucfiit  n.* 

Ayes,  14;  Noes,  44. 

The  bijl  is  therefore  lofl  for  the  prefent  fefBon. 

Mr,  Dundas  moved,  that  the  rep  ^rt  of  the  refolutidnv 
come  to  by  the  Committee  on  the  Financed  of  India  bi 
brought  up. 

Mr,  Benfield  oppofed  the  motion,  declaring,  that  he  fial 
Ttiuch  toflate  on  the  fuhjedl  of  Indian  affairs,  exclufiveoT 
China,  and  he  truded  that  the  right  honourable  gentlemfll 
would  not,  at  that  late  hour,  perfift  in  pre/Ting  for  the  report 
to  be  brought  up,  but  would  take  Tuefday  next  as  the  fiift 
open  day. 

Mr.  iDundas  exprefTed  hisfurprize  at  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's oppofing  the  report's  being  brought  up.  On  a  for* 
mer  day,  he  faid,  when  he  h^d  moved  for  a  CommitteeofI 
the  Finamce  papers,  and  that  Committee  he  had  again  and 
again  put  off  iiiordti  to  give  every  gentleman  a  fuH  dpportit* 
nity  to  move  for  as  many  papers  as  he  thought  proper^^tbe 
Houfe  had  not  rifen  at  what  was  ufually  called  a  late  honri 
but  there  was  time,  and  time  enough,  for  the  honooraUi. 
gentleman  to  have  faid  every  thing  he  had  to  fay  ispon  thi 
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)d  been  moved  in  the  Committee,  the  regular  way  to  do  it, 
Ir.  Dundas  faid,  would  be,  to  let  the  Report  be  brought 
p,  and  when  they  came  to  the  refolution  to  which  the  no- 
Jurable  gentleman  wifhed  to  ohjeft,  the  honourable  gen- 
cman  might  then  rife  andftatehis  objeftions  to  that  refolu- 
on;  orhe  might  objedl  to  its  being  read,  and  move  that 
le  confideration  of  it  be  adjourned  to  any  day  that  he 
lought  proper.  But  he  would  venture  to  fay  that  the  ho- 
oarable  gentleman,  to  give  it  no  worfe  term,  had  been 
pfled,  and  taught  to  imagine  that  what  he  had  been  pleafed 
I  term  the  Indian  budget,  afforded  a  fit  opportunity  for  him 
»go  into  a  general  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
iny  at  home  and  abroad.  It  did  no  fuch  thing,  Mr.  Dun- 
as  faid,  nor  was  it  poffible  for  any  honourable  gentleman  to 
bjeft,  upon  rational  grounds,  to  any  one  of  his  refolutions, 
scaufethey  were  refolutions  of  figures  arifing  out  of  the 
xoonts  and  ftatements  on  the  table,  and  confined  folely  to 
le  finances  of  India.  Ht  could  juftify  every  one  of  them, 
id  they  had  no  reference  to  the  commercial  concerns  of  the 
'ompany,  nor  to  their  general  ftate  of  affairs. 

By  a6i  of  Parliament,  he,  or  whoever  held  his  fituation, 
as  bound  every  year  to  come  forward  with  a  detail  of  .th« 
ate  of  the  finances  of  India,    and   to  move  fuch  refolutions 

naturally  refulted  from  their  confideration  and  amount, 
lie  refolutions  of  one  year  refembled  the  refolutions  of  the 
»:eding  year  precifely,  excepting  only  as  to  the  difference 
'the  figures,  which  were  governed  by  the  diff  rence  of  the 
atements  and  accounts  of  which  they,  formed  the  refult  ; 
It  they  had  no  analogy  nor  connp6iion  with  the  genera!  ftate 
'the  Company's  affairs,  much  lefs  with  their  commercial 
mcerns,  with  which  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  was  exprefsly 
^rbidden,  by  the  a<S  of  Parliament,  to  interfere.  Having 
lly  explained  this,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  if  the  ho^ 
•MJrahle  gentleman  wifhed  to  bring  forward  a  general  view 
•the  Company's afliirs,  he  might  do  fo  by  moving  for  a 
«y  on  which  the  Houfe  might  proceed,  to  th«  confideration  ; 
id  as  no  man  had  enjoyed  greater  opportunities  of  under* 
uiding  the  real  ftate  of  the  Companv's  affairs,  both  at  home 
id  abroad,  fo  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man v*  as  capable  of  giving  the  Houfe  a  great  deal  of  ufeful 
formation  on  the  fubjedl.  The  ftate  of  the  Company's 
tarter,  and  the  application  to  have  it  renewed,  would  next 
Eon  oblige  them  all  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the   general 
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ftateof  the  affairs  of  the  Qompany,  and  bring  tbeqi  under 
the  lerious  conflJeration  of.  that  Houic.  If,  therefofey  the 
honourable  jgentleoien  would  take  1  ucfday  next,  or.  any, 
open  day  to  bring  forward  what  he  wifhed  to.  fay,  his  pid*' 
fatory  obfervations  could  not  but  prepare  the  Houfe  for  the 
difcuffion  vt  the  fabjed^  next .  fefHon^  and  in  lo  doing)  hiL 
would  aft  meritorioufly  and  conftitutionally. 
Mr.  Mr,  Hoiked  explained  that  tlic  papers  op  the  table  relattvr., 

litlbcd.   fQ  ^h^  Finances  of  India,  were  not  the  accounts  of  the.Hooft. 
of  Commons  furnifhed  by  the  right  honourable  geiitlemani 
but  the  accounts  ot  the  £lafl  India  Company,  feledted  in  the. 
proper  offices   at  the  Eall  India  Houfe  from  the  rariotf 
ilatements  fent  over  from  India,  and  delivered  by  the  CoiB* 
pany^s  accountants  to  the  right  honourable  g^ntleipan,  wte . 
was  not  anfwerabie  for   their  correfinefs,    but  neodjarilyi 
took  them  as  they   were,    and   after  explaining  them  to  llij 
Houfe,  moved  fuch  refolutions  as  the  papers  and  accounts 
warranted  and  fupported.      Mr.   Halhi^  f;^i4s    that  Hoqfe, 
*>l^ere  not  then  examining  the  affairs  of  the  Company  in  a. 
commercial  point  of  view,  but  in  a  very   difierent  point  of 
view ;  they  were  examining  the  political  ftate  of  our  oriental 
territories  as  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Eippire,       Havifl|| 
dwelt  for  fome  time  on  this  point,  he  concluded  with  declar* 
ing)  that  he  could  not  fee  any  poffible  objeftion  to  bnngi'g 
up  the  report. 
Mr,  Mr.  Benfield  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 

Sen&cld.  Pandas)  for  the  compliments  he  had  beftowed  upon  hio» 
but  he  did  not  conceive  what  right  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  to  anticipate  the  fort  of  difcuffioo  he  intended 
to  bring  on.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  com- 
pletely  wroug  in  his  idea,  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  wiflied  to  go  into 
a  view  of  the  Company^s  affairs  in  general.  He  did  sot 
mean,  Mr.  Benfield  faid,  to  go  out  of  the  accounts  and 
papers  on  the  table;  from  them  he  would  undertake  to  proves 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ftatements  of  the  Fi- 
«ancesoffhe  feveral  prefidencies  was  not  a  true  ftatement; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  could  fat isfy  the  Houfe  of  the 
verity  of  his  ai&rtibn  ;  but  at  that  late  hour  (paft  ten  o'clock) 
he  did  not  exped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
bring  the  fubjed^  on.  They  had  been  in  the  Houfe  ever 
lince  fiour  o'clock  Mr.  6.  faid,  and  the  Houfe  in  general 
thinking  as  the  evening  advanced,  that  the  fuhjed  wouM 
not  be  brought  on,  many  gentlemen  who  wiAied  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  difcuflion  had  left  the  Houfe,  and  there  wei« 
fcarcely  Members  enow  remaii'iing  to  make  a  Houfe,  at 
moft  but  very  few  mere.  He  therefore  hoped  the  rigbtho- 
noura We  gentleman  would^ '  in  candour,  poftpone.the  dif- 
cuilion  of  fo  important  a  fubje^;  a  fubjedt  that  involved  is 
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ir  a  revenue  ancT  expenditure  equal  to  half  th«  revenue  of 
England;  as  it  was  equal  to  feven   millions   fterlihg.     Mr. 
'Senfield  repeated  his  appeal  to  Mr.  Dundas^s  candour. 
-     Mr.  Duridas  faid,    the  latter  aflertion  of  the   honourable     Mr. 
geritleman,  that  it  was  not  expeiled  the  report  would  be  ^^"'»^*«« 
brought  up  that  night,  was  ill  founded ;  for  there  was  not  a 
man  who  had  queftioned  him  upon  the  fubje6l  that  day,  to 
^vhom  he  had  ijot  exphcitly  declared  his  intention  of  moving 
Xhat  the  report  be  brought  up  that  evening, 

Mr.  Benfield  in  reply  faid,  that  not  being  able  to  carry  his     Mr. 
point,  he  would  give  notice,    that   on  Monday  or  Tuefday  BcnfieU. 
Tiext  hepropofed  to  bring  on  the  fubjedl  again.     In  appealing 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  candour,  Mr.  Benfield      > 
«>bferyed,  that  he  had  not  flated,  that  the  right  honourable 
^ntlemun  had  not  faid,  he  would  move  that   the    report 
%rould  be  brought  up,  but  he  had  hoped  that  he  would  not 
infift  on  it. 

Xhe  report  was  then  brought  up,  and  the  following  lefolu-      \ 
iions  read  a  firll  and  fecond  time  and  agreed  to. 

Refolved,That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of 
Mint  or  Coinage  Duties,  Poft  Office  Collections,  Benares 
Revenue^  Oude  fubfidy,  Land  Revenues,  Cuftoms,  and 
the  Receipts  from  the  ^^ales  of  Salt  and  Opium,  amounted, 
on  the  average  of  three  year^,  from  1787-8  to  1789-90, 
both  inclufive,  to  the  fum  of  five  crore,  forty-Bve  lacks, 
forty-one  thoufand  and  fixty-feven  current  rupee9« 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  Eaft-lndia  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Ba- 
har, and  OriiTa,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the 
(ame  heads  which  were  eAi mated  for  the  year  1789  90  to 
amount  to  iive  crore,  fixty  lacks,  ninety- three  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-one  current  rupeees,  amounted 
to  five  crore,  fixty-two  lacks,  (ix  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  fixty-two  current  rupees. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  charges  defrayed  by  the 
Eaft-India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  and  in  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  Civil, 
Military,  and  Marine,  the  charges  of  colleiling  the  Revenues 
and  Cuftoms,  and  the  advances  and  ch5\rges  on  account  of 
Salt  and  Opium,  which  were  eftimared  for  the  year 
1789-90  at  three  crore,  fixteen  lack^,  twenty-fix  thcufand 
two  hundred  and  feventy  current  rupees,  amounted  to  three 
crore,  twelve  lacks,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eight  y*fix 
current  rupees. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,    Bahar, 
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and  Orifla,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,    under  the  ! 
^lintor  Coinage  Duties,  Poft   Office  CoUedions, ! 
Revenue,   Oude  Subfidy,    Land   Revenues,    CuftaiB%] 
the  Receipts  from  the  Sales  of  Salt  and  Opium,  for  the  [ 
1790-91,    are  eftimatcd   by    the    Governor  Gcncnl  1 
Council,    to  the  fum    of    five  crore,    twenty-two  ' 
thirty  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty- feveo  en 
rupees. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  charges  to  be  defn 
by  the  EallJndia  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
har,  and  Oriffa,  and  in  Benpres  and  Oude,  under  the  I 
of  Civil,  Military,  and  Marine,  the  Charges  of  Buih 
and  Fortifications,  ofcollefling  the  Revenues  and  Cu' 
and  the  advances  and  Charges  on  Account  of  Salt 
Opium,  for  the  year  17^-^1,  are  eilimated,  by  the  T 
nor  General  and  Council,  to  amount  to  the  fum  oft 
crore,  eighteen  lacks,  thirty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  | 
feventeen  current  rupees* 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  < 
Eaft-India  Company,  at  theprefidency  of  Fort  Saintf 
and  the  fet elements  fubordmate  thereto,  and  in  the  '" 
and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  heads  of  Mint  or  < 
Duties,  Sea  or  Land   Cuftoms,    Subfidy  of  the  Nah 
Arcot,  and  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  Land  Revenues,   and  F^ 
and   I  icences,    amounted   on    an  average  of  three 
1787-8  to  1789  90,  both  inclufive,  to  the  fumof  thirttj 
lacks,  fixty-tbiee  thoufand   three  hundred  and  nincty-r 
pagodas, 

Refolved,  7  hat  it   appears,    that  the  annual  reveoo 
the  Eafl- India  Company  at  the  prefidency   of  Fort 
George,  niid  the  fettlements  fuhordinale  thereto,  and  ml 
Caciiatic  and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  heads  afon 
which  were  eilimated  to  anountto  thirty-four  lacks,  nin 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  itar  pagodas,  aroounte 
thirty -one  lacks,  thirty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  andmn^ 
teen  ftar  pagodas. 

Refolved,  1  hat  it  appears,  that  the  charges  defrayed  hj 
the  l^aft- India  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Fort  Saint 
George,  and  the  fetclemenis  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the 
Carnaiic  and  Northern  Circar;?,  under  the  refpe<5ive  bca<l« 
of  Civil,  Military,  Buildings,  and  Fortifications,  which 
were  eilimated  for  the  year  1789-go,  to  arnount  to  thirty- 
feven  lacks,  feventy-one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixtj 
pagodas,  amounted  to  forty -three  lacks,  forty  feven  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  thirty-fevcn  pagodas, 
,  Refolved,  That-  it  appears,    that  t!ie  annual  revenu«of 

%he  Eaft  India  Company    at    the  prefidency  of  Fort  ^aint 
Gtoige,    ai:d  the  fettlements  fubordinate  ^hereto,   antl  «n 
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^pe  Carnatic  and  Northern  Circars,  tinder  the  heads  afore- 
^  od,  for  the  year  1790-91,  are  eftiAiated,  by  the  Governor 
®  &d  Council  of  Madras,  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  forty- 
*f^  rar  lacks,  fifteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  pa- 
^-  bdas. 

^  Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  charges  to  be 
^  efrayed  by  the  faid  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Fort 
ainC  George,  and  in  the  Cornatic  and  Northern  Circars, 
f-  hder  the  rcfpeftive  heads  of  Civil,  Military,  Buildings, 
e:  nid  Fortifications,  and  the  Charges  of  coUeAing  the  Reve- 
.9  bes  and  Cuftoms,  for  the  year  1790-91,  are  efiimated, 
j^  the  Governor  and  Council  at  Madras,  to  amount  to  the 
IS.  im  of  fixty-three  lacks,  fcventy-one  thoufand  four  hundred 
ff  nd  thirty-eight  pagodas. 

i  Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of 
^  ie  Eaftrlndia  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  and 
t  le  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  under  the  heads  of 
nd  Revenues,  Cuftoms,  and  Farms  and  Licences,  upon 
average  of  three  years,  from  1787-810  1789*90,  amounted 
the  fum  of  thirteen  lacks,  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
»urteen  Bombay  rupees,  \ 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  revenues  of 
Eafl-lndia  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Homhay,  and 
fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  under  the  heads  afore- 
id,  which  were  eftimated  for  the  year  1789-90  to  amount 
^eleven  lacks,  ninety-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 
'feven  Bombay  rupees,  amounted  to  fourteen  lacks,  forty-two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  five  Bombay  rupees. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  charges  defrayed  by 
the  Eaft- India  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  and 
/the  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  which  were  eft iofated 
.  for  the  year  1789  90,  to  amount  to  forty-nine  lacks,  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-fix  Bombay  rupees, 
amounted  to  forty  eight  lacks,  two  thoufaRd  fix  hundred 
and  eighty-five  Bombay  rupees. 

Relolved,  1  hat  it  ai>pe  rs,  that  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company  at  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  and 
the  fettlements  fubordinate  thereto,  under  the  heads  of 
Land  Revenues,  Cuftoms^  and  Farms  and  Licences,  for 
the  year  17CO  91,  are  eftnnated,  by  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Bombay,  at  the  fum  of  twenty-two  laci^s,  ninety-fix 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixteen  Bombay   rupees 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annuHl  cliarges   to  be 

defrayed  by  the   Kaft- India  Company   at  the  presidency    of 

•  Bombay,    and  the   fettlciTients  f\ibordinate   th'-reto,   m    the 

year  1790-91,  are  eftiraated  at  fixty  feven  lacks,    ninety-fix 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  three  Bombay  rupee** 
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Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual   revenoe^  if 
the  Eaft-India  Company  at  the  refidency  of  Fort   MarU»>  ^ 
rough,  and  its  dependencies,  ariting  from  Cuftoms^  Faring 
a>nd  Licences  amounted  on  an  average  of  three  years,  froa  : 
1786-7  to  1788  9,  both  inclufive,  to  thirteen  thoufaod  aoi 
forty- four  dollars. 

Refolved,  7'hat  it  appears,  that  the  total  debts  owing  by 
.  the  Eafl*  India  Company  in  their  diiierent  fettlemencs  in  tie 
£,aft-Indies,  exclufive  of  the  fums  for  which  bijls  have  faem 
granted,  payable  on  the  Court  of^Dire(^orsat  hoine,  ia 
purfuance  of  their  orders  of  the  15th  day  of  September  17S51 
and  31  ft  day  of  July  1787,  amounted,  accordin(g  to  dtt 
lateft  accounts  of  the  whole  dtbt  received  in  Enj^land,  to 
the  fumof  fixcrore,  eighty  feven  lacks,  eighty  £ve  tboa* 
land  and  feventy-feven  current  rupees* 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  total  of  the  debts 
owing  by  the  Eaft-In^lia  Company  in  their  different  lettfe- 
ments  in  the  EaA-Indies,  bearing  intereft,  amounted,  on  the 
90th  day  of  April  1 790,  to  the  fum  of  five  crore,  forty  lacic% 
jixty-orine  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty*feven  coritnt 
rupees 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  that  the  annual  amonnr  of 
intereft  payable  on  the  faid  debts  in  India  was  fortv-feor 
lacks,  feventy-one  thoufand  and  fixty-fix  current  ra* 
pees. 

Th/e  Houfe  adjourned,  ^ 

Friday y   ijth  May. 

^r,  Mr.  Grfv  prefented  a  petition  from  the  prifoners  confined 

Grey,  in  the  King^  Bench,  praying  for  fuch  relief  as  the  Houfe,  in 
itsw^fdom,  might  think  proper  to  grant.  At  this  late  pe* 
riod  of  the  feiTion,  he  faid,  he  was  afraid  that  he  could  do 
nothing  more  than  mc^ve  that  the  petition  ihould  lie  upon 
the-tahle*  .  At  the  fame  time,  he  ftated,  that  fome  relief 
was  very  defirable.  There  were  confined  in  the  King*t 
Bench  5' o  prifoners,  many  of  whom  had  wives  and  childien; 
and  within  a  fpaceof  4C0  yard^,  it  had  been  reprefented  that 
there  flept  1500  perfons.  One  relief,  however,  might  be 
granted  them,  namely  medical  afiiftance*  At  piefent*  if  a 
woman  was  taken  in  labour,  no  medical  affiftance  couM  be 
procured  after  ten  o'clock.  Seven  or  eight  perfons  occupied 
one fmall  apartment.  When  fick,  they  were  not  kept  fepa- 
rate;  the  fick  and  the  healthy  r«*mained  together,  or  feven 
or  eight  fick  perfons  were  ftowcd  together  u)  the  fame  narrow 
acroTPmx>datton.  If  they  died,  the  dead  body  was  fuffisnnd  ta 
remain,  till  fome  means  were  found  of  removing  it,  and  it 
was  "mt  erred  it  the  ex  pence  of  th«*  relations  <»f  the  decaaM} 
•r,  if  thefe  were  nut  fbuiid  to  dtfiay  die  funeral  rates,  at  the 
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xpence  of  the  Marfhal  of  the  prifort.  It  hsti '  been  indi^ed^ 
ftttedy  that,  in  fome  cafes,  the  body  had  been  fufFered  to  re- 
main for  a  length  of  time,  in  order  to  induce  the  prifoners 
C&enterinto  a  fubfcription  for  the  purpoie  ofTemoving  it* 
Sflch  were  the  parttcalars  which  had  occurred  in  the  courfe' 
of  the  enquiries  of  the  Committee,  which  he  had  been  in- 
truded to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  and  which  certainly  mofl; 
loudly  demanded  a  fpeedy  remedy. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table* 

Mr,  Hiffe/Iey  hidy  that  having  given  notice  of  a  motion*  ]Vfr. 
for  the  reliefof  the  military  ferviceoftheEaft- India  Company,  Hippeflej^ 
in  particular  cafes,  it  was  his  wifli  to  bring  the  fuhjedt  be- 
fore the  Houfe  accompanied  with  the  moil  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  exiftence  of  the  evil,  and  the  neceffity  of  re- 
form; he  fliall  therefore  move,  *'  That  there  be  laid  be- 
**  forethis  Houfeextraflsof  a  letter  of  Colone!  Fullarton, 
^  late  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  fouthern  army,  to  Lord 
•^••Macartney  and  {ele&  Committee,  dated  7th  Jan.  1785, 
**  containing  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  letter  as  relate  to  the 
*^  arrears  of  the  troops,  and  the  mode  of  payment*" 

Ordered. 

Mr,  5Am^#i  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  would  undoubtedly  Mr* 
have  been  much  obliged  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Sheri^ww 
for  his  intimation 'of  the  fpeedy  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
had  it  irw  the  application  he  was  about  co  make  been  nereffary, 
toenter  into  all  the  detail  with  which  it  was  conneSed.  But 
fuch  detail  would  not  only  be  unneceffary,  but  improper. 
Before  he  ihouid  proceed  to  ftate  what  he  fliortly  had  to  fay, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  fliould  fiift  endeavour  to  refute  fome 
inGnuations  that  the  bufiiiefs  had  not  been  taken  up  hy  ihofe 
engaged  in  it  with  all  the  ferioufnefs  and  attention  to*  which 
it  was  entitled.  Every  fufpicion  of  this  kind  he  thought  it 
neccffary  to  banifh  from  the  mind  of  the  Houfe,  when  he 
n^eantto  call  their  moft  earneft  attention  to  a  hufin^^fs  which 
he  deemed  of  the  utmoft  importance.  In  1787,  the  firft 
application  on  this  fubjed  had  been  made'to  Parliament.  It 
hzf\  then  been  ftated  that  the  reform  demanded  was  realy  no 
objeft  to  thofe  who  were  chiefly  interefted.  But  how  did 
this  appear,  whenof  fixty  fix  Royal  burgh?,  fifty  eight  had 
petitioned  for  the  reform,  and  he  had  heen  able  to  prefent  to 
the  Houfe  a  petition  figned  by  ten  thoufand  perfons,  almoft 
all  of  whom  were  real  burgefles.  The  firft  petition,  how-  ^ 
ever,  fent  to  him  in  1787,  had  arrived  too  late,  as  the  pe- 
riod for  preferrting  private  petitions  was  then  paft.  In 
17884  the  application  .had  been  renewed.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  oppofed  him  on  the  other  fide, 
(Mr.  Dundas)  had  affented  that  a  M\  Ihould  be  brought  in, 
if  it  was  pf  inted,  and  had  formed  with  him  a  fort  of  compro- 
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mife;  as  an  effeA  of  which  he  expefted,  from  hisufualcfB* 
fiftency  of  chara6ler,  that  he  would  now  fecond  the  mote 
Another  honourable  gentleman  behind  him,  (Mr.  Aafi» 
ther)  who  had  like  wife  oppofed  him  in  this  bofinefsy  w\dk 
oppofition  he  could  not  but  regret,  and   to  whob  infloenD^ 
in  every  other  refped,  he  wiihed  well,    except  as  an  Alfe 
man  of  Pittenweem,  had  moved  for  all  the  charters  and  fal 
of  the  Royal  burghs,  in  order  that  they  might  be  taken  iss 
confideration  during  the  recels  of  Parliament,  withariBI 
no  doubt,  to  the  enquiry  which   fhould  afterwards  iblbi^ 
Having  moved  for  the  materials  which  could  only  beofefii 
in  order  to  inftitute  an  enquiry,  it  could  notbeexpsM 
that  he  fhould  oppofe  its  progreb.     It  had  then  been  M 
too,  as  an  argument  for  oppofing  it,  that  the  refonn  vUk 
was  demanded,  would  completely  overturn  the  cooftinM 
of  the  burghs.     In   this  particular  they   had  obfiitei  d| 
objefiion,  by  joining  iiTue,  and   in  this  ftate  the  botdl; 
flood  at  the  end  of  the  feffion,   ijSi,     In  1789,  as  ^fifl 
lie  and  priva  e  bufinefs  had  been  fufpended,  froroanunfal^ 
nate  circumftance  which,  at  the  time,  afforded  regret  tow 
good  citizens,  and  which  they  mufl  now  wijh  mi^^ht  ow 
return,  not  much  progrefs  could  be  expelled  tobenaidl 
difcuffing  the   reform  of  the  Royal  burghs.    TbebiBw 
been  again  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  time.     He  moved  m 
a  Committee,    when  the  honourable  gentleman  had ' 
that  they  took  a  wrong  courfe,  and  indeed  of  moTiiig 
Committee,  in  order  to  confider  of  a  remedy,  ibcy  0 
firft  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  iA\ 
which  thenedefTity  of  this  remedy  was  to  be  proved, 
this  propofition  they  had  afTented.     He  moved  forawifi 
of  papers,  which  it  was  agreed  (houldbelaid  upontbetill 
and  here  again  the  matter  refled.     In  the  next  feffion,  Ife 
Sheridan  faid,  nothing  had  been   done.     The  papers  aw 
for  had  not  fome  of  thetn  arrived  till  the  middMof  Maji  ■ 
not  till  he  had  found    himfelf  obliged  to  renew  the^ 
No  part  of  the  delay  hitherto,  he  hoped,    could  beiiayiV 
ble  to  him.     The   delay  this  feffion, ,  be  would  tsAeifii 
himfelf.     He  had,  indeed,  ad vi fed  it  not  to  be  biDiigiX*^ 
ward  at  all.     This  advice  he  had  given,  in  compliaocei 
the  opinion  of  his  friends,  that  in  the  prefent  fbte  01 
public  mind,    as  differently  acfled  upon  by  the  revolfltifli 
a  neighbouring  country,    it  would  be  prudent  for  a 
fupprefs  all   ideas  of  a  reform  at  home.     In  this 
however,  Mr.  Sheridan  owned,  he  could   not  agree.  N 
eithera  fpirit  of  fervility  had  got  abroad   among  bait 
wild  enthuliaflic   notions  of  liberty  were  chcrilbed  ^ 
others,  he  deemed  it  equally   incumbent  upon  Parfii** 
mniniluenced  by  extrinfic  circumflancesj  to  ihow  their ** 
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mined  refolation  to  redrefs  every  grievance  that  denxanded 
their  interference,  and  attend  alone  to  the  calls  of  juftice. 
He  was  likewife  unwilling,  he  faid,  to  hring  forward  a  bufi-. 
nefsoffo  much  importance,  without  that  fupport  which  he 
moft  refpedted  and  efteemed.  Looking  to  his  objetfl,  he 
certainly  confidered  it  as  no  ground  of  cenfure  to  accom- 
modate him  felf  to  means,  whilfthe  made  no  facrifice  of  prin- 
ciples. His  obje£lions,  however,  he  had  yielded  to  the 
wifhes  of  thofe  who  were  moft  interefted,  and  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  fay,  that  he  was  fupported  in  his  attempt  hy  ^ 
names,  which,  if  he  were  to  mention,  would  not  be  deemed 
likely  to  countenance  any  aA  of  raihnefs.  He  would  £r(b 
wiih  to  remove  every  idea  that  in  the  prefent  bufinefs  there  was 
any  novelty  attempted. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  who  might  be  fuppofed  well 
acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  his  own  country,  ancient  and 
modem,  would  know  that  the  internal  Government  of  the 
Royal  burghs,  had  always  been  an  objefl  of  complaint  and 
itdrefs.  He  would  read  a  commiffion  fo  far  back  as  the 
icign  of  Charles  II.  which  enumerated  the  fame  grievances 
which  were  now  actually  ftated  to  exift;  and  am«ng  others, 
the  mifapplication  of  the  public  money,  to  the  purpofes  of 
corrupt  influence,  an  evil  which  was  then  a  fubjedt  of  com- 
plaint, and  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to  con* 
fider  whether  there  now  remained  any  traces.  No  new 
grievance  was  now  the  fubjeft  of  complaint.  Power  had 
always  been  growing  into  abufe.  The  fame  evils  had  al- 
ways exifted.  No  remedy  was  granted ;  nor  was  it  likely^ 
that  in  the  reign  which  he  had  mentioned,  any  provifion 
Should  be  made  for  fecuring  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed.  So 
h^  the  matter,  refted  till  1784,  when  encouraged  by  the  de-  , 

ciaration  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would 
always  fupport  parliamentary  reform  as  a  man,  and  as  a 
Minifter,  the  friends  of  reform  in  Scotland  had  formed  a 
convention,  and  fent  delegates  from  the  ^58  burghs,  who 
had  diflFerent  meetings  on  the  fubjeA.  In  this  ftate  the  bufi- 
nefs had  fallen  into  his  hands.  Little  more,  he  conceived, 
Wasneceflary  to  be  faid.  When  58  out  of  66  'burghs  have  , 
«ated  great  and  pofitive  grievances  under  which  they  la- 
bored, and  when  they  had  profefled  gratitude  to  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  for  the  encouragement  which  he  had 
afforded  them  to  expedl  redrefs,  he  trufted  that  their  grati- 
tude would  be  confirmed  upon  folid  grounds.  If  after  all  v 
^hc  information  had  been  procured,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  they 
ftould  refufe  to  look  into  fuch  information  by  a  Committee, 
^hey  would  certainly,  by  thus  fhrinking  from  the  enquiry, 
grant  that  evils  exifted,  which  they  had  neither  fortitude  to 
•xamine,  nor  virtue  to  redrefs.     If  what  was  ftated  as  grie^^-^ole 
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ance  was  fa6t,  he  demanded  redrefs,  not  as  a  matter  of  £}- 

Toui')  but  of  right ;  as  a  claim  which  was  not  to  be  weighei] 

by  diicretion,    but    which   was   eAabliflied  by  juflice.     Hfii 

fhould  now  fhortly   Hate  the  grievances  which   were  coai«| 

plained  of.     i.  The Magift rates  exafled,    without  legal; 

thority,  thecefs,  or  land  tax.     He  was  not  to  be  told,  tbat| 

the  fuixi  thus  exaded  above  the  legal  proportion  was   fa 

However  (mall  it  was,  the  exaflion  was  no  lefs-a  vjolatioac 

juftice  than   an  objcdk  of  redrefs..     2dly,    The  Magiftral 

aflunie  a  power  of  difpoiing  of  the   public  money   accordu 

to  their    own    difcretion.      jdly,  They    were  felf-ele^ 

coiitiary  to  the  lav/,  as  might  be  proved  from  the  char 

on  the  table.     But  what  was  the   moft    ferious  grievance! 

all,  there  was  no  competent  Court  of  Jurifdidiion  for 

redrefs  of  fuoh    grievances.      In   fupport  of  this   aflertionj 

Mr.  bheridaii  (juoted  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  SdCc 

where,  while  the  grievances  had  been  allowed  to  exift. 

Court  had  been  declared  incompetent  for  their  redrefs.     No 

did  this  competency   which   was   wanting  in   the   Courts 

Sefiion,  refide  either  in  the  Court   of  Exchequer,    or  in  ' 

convention  of  the  Royal   burghs;    fo  that  here  was  an 

exifling,  where  there  where  abfolutely  no  means  of  redr 

He  begged,  hov/ever,  to  ft  ate,  that  he  did  not  mean  toi 

ciuds    all  the   Magiftrates   in  the  charge,    which    he 

brought  forward,  of  abufe;  far  lefs   would  he  impute  to 

opponents  any  unworthy  motives;  as  he  trufted  they  woa 

dojcillice  to  thpfe  motives  of  regard  for  the  cooltitutic 

from  which  a^one  he  had   undertaken  the  prefent  queftio 

While  he  gave  credit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland  for  tli 

advantages  which  they  derived  from  a  fpirit  of  enterprife  an 

jnduftry,  he   wiftied   likewife  to  fecure  them    the  full 

te£lion  of  law,  and  the  benefits  of  an  equal  and  fair  admin 

flration  of  juftice.      Mr    Sheridan   then  moved,  **  that  ^ 

"  feveral  pejiiions,  accounts  and  papers,  prefented  ia  the  i 

**  feflionof  the  14ft  Parliament  relative  to  the  internal 

"  vernment  of  \he  Royal    burghs  of  Scotland,  fliould  I 

**  referred  to  a  Committee."     He  faid  he  did  not  know  it 

Parliament  would  be  fo  foon  prorogued;  it^j^as  an  events 

tirely  uncxpcfted;  nor  did  he  fee  at  prefent  any  reafon  forth 

ftrange   fcramMiiig  expedition    which  had  lately  been  u< 

with  regard  to  the  public  bufinefs.       Much   progrefs,  hoi 

ever,  niigbt  ftill  be  made.     If  Parliament  was  not  pioiogise 

till  Mr.    Haftings    ftiould  bring   forward    his  defence, 

that  was  wiflied  iniglii  be  attained.     If,  however,  he  (h(*i 

not  now   fucceed   in  fnaking  that   progrefs   in  the  bufini 

which  he  wilhei*,  he  fliould  hope,  that   he    wouM,    at   lea 

he  allowed  to   take  it    up   at  an  early    period  of  the   ne* 

fefTion. 
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Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Anjlruiher  faid,  he  did  Jiot  rife  to  take  up  much  of  the  j^^..  An- 
time  of  the  l4oufc  in  his  reply,  to  the  honourable  gentJeman,  ftruther. 
as  a  great  part  of  what  he  had  faid  was  not  to  the  purpofe. 
Ttie  honourable  gentleman,  it  appeared,  had  been  led  into 
delay  by  one  accident  after  another,  and  had  now,  in  fpite 
of  all  his  hurry,  been  fori^ed  to  bring  on  the  bufinefs  con- 
trary to  his  own  inclination.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  a  miftake  in  faying  that  he  had  made  the  motions 
for  the  charters.  They  were  made  by  himfelf ;  he  had  only 
fuggefted  the  term  cefs,  which  was  the  only  word  that  could 
have  procured  thofe  papers  which  were  wanted.  As  to  the 
cotnpromife,  which  he  had  faid  had  been  made  between  him- 
felf and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide^ 
no  fuch  compromife  had  ever  taken  pi  nee.  The  right  lio- 
fiourable  gentleman  had  only  faid,  that  he  had  no  ohjeiftions 
to  a  Committee  if  there  fhould  be  fliown  any  reafons  why 
they  fhould  go  into  it.  It  had  been  allcclged,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  ought  to  fupport  thd 
incafure,  becaufe  he  had  declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  parlia- 
mentary reform.  But  the  faft  was,  that  by  the  prefent  ap- 
plication no  reform  was  intended.  With  regard  to  thd 
ahufes  enumerated  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  uport 
examination,    they    would  be  found  to  vaniflii 

ift.  As  to  the  illegal  exaftion  of  the  cefs.  Cef-,  it^fras 
well  known,  was  the  fame  ns  land  tax;  and  befides,  the  fum 
was  not  apportioned  by  the  M.igi  ft  rates. 

2dly,  That  the  Magiftrates  difpofed  of  the  public  money. 
The  cafe  was  the  fame  in  Engl.ind.  Who  elfe  but  the  Ma- 
gi Jl  rates  were  entitled  to  difpofe  of  it?  Every  corporatioil 
fiirely  had  a  right  to  the  application  of  its  own  income* 

3dly,  That  they  eledled  iherhfelves.  The  fame  right  was 
exercifed  by  the  corporations  here;  and  hoiv  could  it  poiTibly 
heotherwife!  If  the  honourable  gem  leman,  Mr.  Anftruther 
faid,  meant  to  attack  the  general  pra6ticeasan  abufe,  h(i 
Ihould  not  point  to  any  partial,  but  to  an  univerfal  remedy; 
If  felf  e1e6Vioh  was  contrary  to  law,  then  furely  there  was  a 
law  to  let  it  right.  If  it  dep.irted  from  conftitutlonal  prin- 
ciples, it  WIS  by  recuHng  to  tl^efe  that  it  might  again  be! 
t»roMght  back.  No  a6>ion,  it  had  beeh  alledged,  could  b^ 
brought  .igainft  a  corporation  J  the  cafe  was  the  fame  in  this 
country  :  w.ih  what  propriety  could  an  a^ion  be  commenced 
againfl  a  corpc^ration  in  tbe  Kirg*s  Pench.  The  fafl  was^ 
that  thofe  who  had  brought  thofe  aif^lons,  could  not  fliow 
their  title  to  fue.  The  burgeircs  of  Scotland  flood  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  the  freemen  of  London.  If  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  would  cdme  forward  and  fiatfe  his  motion  td   ' 
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be  amotion  of  parliamentary  reform,  which  theh 
•  gentleman  difclaimed  it  to  be,  he  would,  Mr.  Anftni 
declared,  meet  the  motion,  and  though,  perhaps  he  w 
hot  agree  with  him  in  it,  yet  he  would  debate  it  on  its 
grounds,  .and  not  in  thefhape  in  which  it  then  camefc 
by  a  fide  wind.  With  regard  to  the  circumftances  of 
^  departing  from  their  charters,  that  could  be  conefli 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  his  furprize  that 
feflion  fhould  be  drawing  towards  a  conclufion,  when  t 
had  nearly  arrived  at  the  month  of  June ;  it  was  in  hisnii 
natural  time  of  the  year  to  expedl  a  period  would  be  |nt 
thefeffion.  Mr.  Anflruther  concluded  with  faying  tbit 
thought  this  application  without  the  lead  foundation, 
flioi^d  therefore  vote  aga.in{l  it. 

Mr.Dutt-  Mr.  Dundasy  after  denying  that  he  had  entered  iolo  I 
4ai.  compromife  with  Mr.  Sheridan  to  go  into  a  Committee,  Ml 
that  no  delay  was  neceffdry  this  fefSon,  as  all  the  papenlai 
been  upon  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  laft.  The  great  objfl^ 
tion  which  he  had  to  a  Committee  this  feffion,  aroferol 
the  very  advanced  period  at  which  it  had  now  arrived|i 
that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  Magiftrates,  with  alllU 
fpeed  which  they  could  exert,  to  attend  the  Coromittes,* 
order  to  watch  after  their  individual  or  public  rightSt  A»- 
other  objeflion  which  he  had  to  a  private  Committee  wa% 
that  it  would  moft  infallibly  operate  as  an  inftrument  of  4^ 
lufion.  The  friends  of  tlie  reform,  upon  hearing  thai  fnA 
a  Committee  was  appointed,  would  immediately  fl*W 
themfelves  that  a  change  would  take  place  in  the  whoh 
fyftem.  Though  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the  hon«W 
ble  gentleman  with  regard  to  what  he  had  enumerated  » 
abule,  though  he  was  fenfihle  that  the  lietter  part  oftke 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  were' of  the  fame  way  of  thinkiii| 
wifh  himfelf,  and  adverfe  to  any  alteration,  yet  he  had  ne 
objeftion  to  meet  him  upon  fair  ground  in  a  Committee « 
the  whole  Houfe.  And  if  it  could  be  proved  that  tIle^ee^ 
i (led  grievances,  and  that  thefe  were  without  the  means 01 
redrefs,  a  propolltion,  however,  to  which  he  could  not  now 
Qgreej  he  fhould  be  O^ic  moft  forward  to  move  for  one  or 
two  adls  of  Parliament  in  order  to  provide  a  reroeJy. 

Mr.  Fo3r#  M^.  Fo>i  bfgan  his  ohfervations  upon  the  fubjecl  by  taking  1 
it  vjp  upon  the  grounds  which  had  been  ftated  by  therightno- 
nourahle  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  That  gentleman  bad  ui4 
that  if  the  grievances  alledged  to  exift  could  in  any  manner 
be  proved,  he  would  kave  no  objeflions  to  going  intouij 
Committee  propofcd.  Now  his  honourable  fnen'^j  }^ 
tliofe  for  whom  he  fpoke,  had  certainly  comjJained  of gn«^ 
•  ances  which  did  exift,  which  they  were  willing  to  bring  pw 
upoiiji  and  which,  when  enquiry  was  made  concerning  th*"J 
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onldbefcnindof  tliat  magnitude  aod  nature  as  to  be  well 
'orthy  of  the  attention  of  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe. 
jnd  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  likewife  wiflied 
lat  (bme  fpecific  meafue  were  brought  forward  now,  when 
lat  enquiry  was  Aniihed^  which  a  Committee  only  could 
btain,  he  would  be  ready  to  bring  forward  a  propofition  for 
remedy  to  the  grievances  complained  of.  But  by  oppoCng 
bie  CTommittee,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  in- 
liiied  to  pafs  over  the  objeft,  which  he  could  not  deny,  was 
,good  one,  if  the  neceffity  of  it  could  be  proved,  which 
le  (Mr.  Fox)  had  no  doubt  it  could,  and  before  they  had  be- 
pn  to  receive  the  ncceffary  information  on  that  point,  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman  had  determined  that  no  (ucb  \n^ 
ormation  was  to  be  bad.  However  he,  for  one,  could 
)ol  agree  that  this  was  meeting  the  fubj^iEl  fairly;  on  the 
sontrary,  it  rather  (hewed  that  the  opponents  of  this  reform 
ireaded  the  confequences  of  fuch  inquiry  as  would  be  made 
>y  a  Committee,  and  therefore  built  their  hopes  for  aconti-* 
loanceofthe  prefent  fyftem^  more  upon  the  preventing  of 
fuch  inveftigaticn,  than  any  probability  of  their  being  able  to 
prove  that  fuch  grievances  and  abufes,  as  were  almoft  univer* 
Tally  complained  of  in  Scotland,  did  not  exift.  There  was 
one  thing,  however,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  which  he  contended 
was  a  ftrong  argument  for  appointing  a  Commi*tee  on  the 
fubjedl ;  and  it  was,  that,  he  believed,  no  perfon  in  the  leaft 
converfant  with  the  prefent  proceedings  on  the  management 
of  the  burghs  of  Scotland,  would  fay,  there  was  nothing  fit 
to  be  remedied,  or  fomething  to  which  no  remedy  could  be 
applied  in  the  government  of  thefe  burghs.  When  that 
queftion  came  to  be  fully  examined  into,  and  fairly  difcufied, 
he  faidt  he  was  perfeAly  convinced,  that  much  would  be 
fcundthat  required  a  remedy;  and  likewife,  that  there  were 
thofe  who  were  ready  to  propofe  fuch  remedies  as  were  moft 
likely  to  be  effedlual  in  redrei&ng  the  grievances  that  exift, 
and  the  abufes  complained  of. 

With  regard  to  the  lat/s  period  ^of  the  feffion,  Mr.  Tox 
obferved,  if  it  was  really  fo  near  the  end,  a  point  which  he 
would  fay  a  few  words  upon  afterwards,  that  ohjedtion  to 
bringing  forward  the  motion  for  a  Committee  now,  might 
have  fome  weight  with  him  upon  the  ground  mentioned  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  would  not  be  poflible 
to  bring  fuch  perlons  and  fuch  information  hcfoie  that  Com- 
niitteeas  might  be  proper  and  requifite  to  have;  he  therefore 
^Ould-advife  his  honourable  friend  to  take  the  next  ftep  that 
was  left  for  him  in  this  buiinefs,  and  that  was  to  bring  the 
Houfe  to  a  refolution,  that  it  would  be  taken  up  early  in  the 
next  feffion  of  Paliament.  Mr.  Fox  then  faid,  he  was  a 
good  deal  furprifed,  when  he  heard  gentlemen  introduce  into 
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debates  upon  all  fubjeAs)  the  late  period  of  the  fefiioa,  vi 
the  certainty  of  its  coming  to  a  conclufion  very  foon,  i 
circumftance  that)  he  owned,  he  was  quite  at  a  lofs  howi» 
account  for.  In  his  mind,  becaufe  the  feffion  had  begun ia 
November,  and  it  was  now  near  the  month  of  June,  codi 
Uot  be  the  probable  cauie  of  ii.  He  allowed,  that  moi 
gentlemen  certainly  Jiked  to  be  enjoying  themfelyes  in  tk 
country,  rather  than  be  confined  to  bufinefs  in  town  abott 
this  time.  \  et  that  was  not  his  way  of  eftimating  what 
ougflit  to  be  the  lenght  of  the  feflion ;  the  only  way  which  fe 
thought  it  could  or  ought  to  be  eft i mated,  was  bythett- 
ture  and  importance  of  the  bufinefs  of  Parliament  wfcid 
was  left  not  tranfadted ;  and  which  was  undoubtedly  vrortby 
of  confideration  from  thofe  who  had  it  at  any  time  inthek 
power  to  advife  a  prorogation  of  Parliament.  Now,  to  the 
beft  of  his  knowledge,  there  were,  after  all  that  had  beoi 
done,  eighteen  or  twenty  bufinefles  yet  left  anfettled,  and  he 
knew  of  no  one  good  reafon  why  they  (liould  be  put  offtiD 
another  feflion.  This,  Mr.  Fox  acknowledged  he  had  oiJf 
faid  by  the  way,  and  not  as  connected  with  the  queftion  !»* 
fore  the  Houfe,  upon  which,  if  it  were  neceflary  thatthei  ' 
propofed  Committee  fiiould  go  into  the  examination  of  evi- 
dence from  Scotland,  he  believed  the  feafon  might  be  too  &r 
advanced  for  that  purpofe,  when  he  confldered  the  incoove- 
nience  which  itoight  attend  it.  He  would  therefore  propol^ 
that  his  honourable  friend  ihould  adopt  the  mode  he  hd 
mentioned,  and  could  not  fuppofe  that  there  would  be  any 
oppofition  from  any  part  of  the  Houfe  to  come  to  fnch  reTo- 
lutions  as  would  bring  the  bufinefs  to  fome  decifion  early  m 
the  next  feiBon.  He  therefore  moved,  as  an  amendoienty 
that  the  words  **  early  in  next  feflion*'  ftand  part  of  the  mo- 
tion. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  to  the  amendment,    but  thoQght  it 

Sheridan,  neceflary  to  make  (ome  reply  to  feveral  things  that  had  been 
faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  He  could  not  help  fayingt 
that  he  thought  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  An* 
ftruther)  had  rather  treated  him  harflily  in  afcriUng  to  him 
motives  for  delay,  which  he  bejgged  leave  entirely  todifclaitn- 
The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  that  thefirA 
part  of  his  fpeech  had  been  an  apology  for  thefe  delays;  now 
he  neither  had  made,  nor  meant  to  make  any  apology  on  that 
point,  although  he  thought  it  neceflary,  and  no  more  thaa 
his  duty,  and  his  wifli,  to  explain  to  tge  Houfe  thedifieretit 
caufes  that  had  occafioned  thoft  delays,  which  it  wa«  not 
neceflary  for  him  to  recapitulate  a  fecond  time.  He  couM 
hot  avoid,  Mr,  Sheridan  faid,  taking  notice  of  what  tte 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  about  his  flatfngi 
in  his  former  fpeech,  his  belief  that  he  would  have  the  fop* 

port 
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port  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppoCte  to  him^  be- 
fiaufe  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  anxious  for 
-a  parliamentary  reformj  and  that  be  had  wifhed^  as  it  were^ 
to  keep  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  a  bargain  on  that 
point.  In  anfwer  to  this  he  ^ould  fay,  that  the  honourable 
.^d  learned  gentleman  feemed  not  only  to  recolle£l  for  him- 
iclf  what  bad  formerly  been  done,  in  this  buflnefs,  but  to 
lecolledl  for  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  like- 
wife.  And,  Mn  Sheridan  contended,  tha*  thofe  who  wi(hed 
fer  a  parliamentary  reform,  muil,  agreeable  to  confiflency^ 
be  friends  to  the  prefent  propofitioi^  which  he  had  the  ho* 
Hour  to  b^ing  forward  this  night.  He  faid,  he  muft  here 
diiavow  the  charge  that  was  brought  againft  him  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  of  having,  at  this  time,  taken  the 
Houfe  by  furprife,  by  the  notice  which  he  had  given  of  this 
motion  a  few  days  ago.  On  this  point  he  had  already  given, 
he  trulled,  fufiicient  reafon  for  the  delays  in  former  years, 
and  likewife  why  he  was  fo  long  in  bringing  it  on  this  feflion ; 
but  certainly  nobody  could  think  from  that,  that  he  had 
*fibandoned  the  fubje(^  entirely,  if  they  did,  they  were  very 
much  miAaken;  and  he  begged*  to  recall  to  the  right  honour- 
jible  gentleman's  recolle<Sion,  that  it  was  upon  his  fuggeftion 
that  he  had  difpenfed  with  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  laft 
year,  in  order  that  there  might  be  time  and  opportunity 
given  to  ilate  the  fpecific  grievances,  and  propoie  a  fultable 
remedy,  becaufe  it  certainly  was  proper  that  enquiry  {hould 
precede  reform. 

Now  the  right  honourable  gentleman  m'jft  allow,  that  the 
inquiry  had  been  made;  he  trufted,  therefore,  that  he  could 
not  refufe  granting  the  remedy  applied  for.  Mr.  Sheridan 
fald,  he  agreed  perfedlly  with  ihe  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  a  decifion  was  neceflfary^  and  he  was  anxious 
that  it  might  be  had  as  fpeedily  as  poffible.  He  contended 
that  the  application  of  thefe  burghs  was  certainly  fo  lar  con- 
ned^fd  with  parliamentary  ref  )rm,  in  as  much  as  they  com- 
plained of  the  felf-ele^  ion  of  the  Magiftrates.  Ii»  this  and 
other  grievances,  however,  his  hononrnb  e  and  leai  p.rtl  friend 
contended,  that  thev  had  noight  to  complain,  l)ec:iufe.all  » 
the  Enghfli  hurglis  were  in  the  fame  iituaiion;  hut  this  he 
denied,  I  ec.iufe  wliatever  wa*  the  cinrrr  of  English  burghs, 
or  the  cefs  of  Scotch  burghs,  th«Englilh  could  not  a<f>  a^ainlt 
the  fpirlt  and  ^iTence  of  their  charters,  but  the  Scotch  liaj 
done  fo  very  often.  After  what  had  been  faid  at  ditFt^rent 
timesinth.it  Houi'e,  it  wouiJ  he  neeiil:  K  for  him  to  d'^tain 
the  Houfe  with  a  minute  df'tail  of  all  ti.e  griev.i:»ces  which 
were  complained  of;  and  he  hoped,  if  it  were,  as  the  ho- 
nourable and  learned  gf^ntleman  had  dated,  tliat  the  Erl^lifli 
burghs  were  in  the  fame  lltuation,  it  would    not  bcadtnitied  j^ 

•       Digitized  by  VjOQQLc 


559 


56#  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1791. 

as  a  juft  argument,  that  abufe'  ought'  to  continue  m  aaj 
other  place,  becaufe  It  exifted  in  London.  In  bis  opioioi 
there  ought  to  be  no  power  of  abufe  without  a  power  of  »- 
niedy,  which  fsemed  to  he  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Roy;^ 
burghs  of  Scotland.  Mr*  Sheridan  came  next  to  make  feine 
remarlcs  upon  the  arbitrary  power  and  conduct  of  the  coo-  - 
vention  of  burghs,  which  fits  annually  at  Edinburgh*  Upon 
an  application  and  complaint  made  to  them  by  reipe&abk 
inhabitants  of  a  burgh,  to  enquire  into  fome  conduA  of  their 
Magtfl rates,  which  wa^  thought  to  be  improper  and  agaidt 
the  interefts  of  the  burgh,  this  convention  took  the  matter 
into  their  confideration,  and  ftated,  that  to  promote  the 
harmony,  good  will,  and  tranquillity,  as  well  as  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  burgh,  they  bad  given  what  th^ 
called  the  following ^/trrrr^/ tfr^/7rtf/;  which -was  a  featencc^ 
**  That  the  burgefles,  deacons,  &c.  have  no  right  to  hoU 
"  meetings,  to  confer,  or  treat  upon  fubjedls  of  this  fort»* 
By  treating,  it  was  not  meant,  entertaining,  as  canyafliiig 
at  an  eledlion,  but  merely  arguing  upon  matters  refpe3in| 
the  burghs;  and  in  this  manner  they  dlfcharged  and  forM 
all  fuch  complaints,  and  declared  the  rights  of  the  burgeffii 
in  that  p:\rt  of  the  kingdom,  on  matters  in  which  no  oat 
could  deny  that  their  intereds  were  materially  concerned* 
Such,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  they  found  to  be  the  liberal  fiee 
cefs  of  one  burgh,  agreeable  to  their  prefent  conftitutioD,  or 
rather  according  to  the  interpretation  which  the  conveotkMi 
gave  to  that  conftitution.  Another  cefs  which  fome  bo- 
roughs enjoyed,  no  doubt,  for  the  fame  purpofe  of  promot* 
ing  harmony,  peace,  and  good  order  amongil  the  inhabitants, 
'  was  of  a  nature  that  prevented  certain  degrees  of  confangni- 
nity,  fuch  as  fathers  and  fons,  brothers,  and  fo  on,  from 
holding  offices  \r\  the  Magiftracy;  a  circumilance,  the 
wifclom  and  propriety  of  which  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  upon 
at  this  time. 
Mr.  An-  Mr.  /tr^ruther  explained.  He  faid,  he  never  meant  to 
ftruthcr.  impute  any  motives  of  delay  to  his  honourable  friend,  nor 
did  he  believe  the  delays  that  had  happened  were  owHig  to 
him.  vie  was  ftill  of  the  fame  opinio'i  ns  to  the  fapport 
which  might  have  heen  cxp'^dted  from  the  right  honourable 
geurlen^an  over  the  way  ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  there  had 
yet  been  any  proof  that  thofe  muiy  grievances  complained  of 
did  reallyexift.  H:s  principal  ohjeil ion,  afcer  all,  »uis  the 
variety  of  fhapes  which  this  bufmefs  aflumed  ;  fometiraes 
they  were  for  cnj  thing,  fometimes  for  another  ;  and  if  ever 
thpy  attemi)reu  to  introduce  popular  ele6lion,  he  would  al- 
ways oj)pofe  fuch  attempts  as  highly  improp?r  and  danger* 
•us.  * 
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Mr.  Sheridan's  original  motion  Was  then  put^  and  ne^- 
ratived.  After  which,  he  adopted  Mr.  Fox's  amendment, 
tad  moved, 

**  That  the  Houfe  will  early  in  the  next  fcfflon  of  Parlia* 
«  ment  take  into  corifidcration  the  matter  of  the  petitions, 

*  and  other  papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
^  ment,  relating  to  the  internal  Government  of  the  Royal 

*  borghs  of  Scotland.* 

Mr.  Erikine  feconded  Mr.  Shtridan's  motion,  which  was 
igrerdto,  nem.con. 

Mr^  Loz*eJeH  then  rofe,  and  in  purfaanee  of  thehiotice  he     Mr. 
bad  given  the  other  day,    requefted  the  attention  of  the  i'^'^*^*"* 
Houfe  to  a  very  important  objedi,  to  an  objedl  highly  inte* 
refting  to  the  honour  andjufticeof  the  nation.     He  faid,  he 
K&eant  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  which  had  attracted  the  no- 
tice not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  all  Europe.     The  trial 
had  already  proceeded  to  a  moft  extraordinary  length.     He 
would  not  enter  at  all,  he  faid,  into  a  confideration  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Haftings,   but  confine  himfelf 
folely  to  the  delay  that  had  taken  place,  without  arguing  how 
the  delay  had  happened ;  there  had  been  delays,  it  mud  be 
acknowledged,  in  the  trial,  not  to  be  found  in  the  hiflory  of 
the  world.     Mr.  Haflings  bad  beenon  his  trial  nearlv  four 
years,  and  unlefs  that  Houfe  interpofed,  and  addrefled  His 
Majefty  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  before  judgement 
was  given,  another  prorogation  would  probably  take  place^ 
before  the  trial  was  brought  to  a  conclufion.     Mr.  Loveden 
remarked  on  the  injury  done  to  Mr.  Haftings,  and  through 
him  the  wound  that  would  l^e  given  to  the  conftitution  by- 
farther  delays  if  it  could  poflibly  be  avoided.     In  referring  to 
that  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  the  29ih  chapter  of  Magna 
Chart  a,  he  found  theie  applicable  words,  Nuili  vendemus^  nuUl 
negablmus^  nulU  deferemus  ji4ftitiam.     **  We  will  fell  juftice 
to  no  one,  nor  will  we  delay  it."    He  declared,  he  meant  no 
refledion  on  the  Managers,  nor  to  impute  to  any  individuals 
whatever  the  caufe  of  the  delays  that  had  already  occurred  ; 
neither  would  he  fay  that  fome  farther  delay  might  not  be 
unavoidable ;  but  it  was  his  duty,  in  common  with  every 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  to  watch  over,  and  prevent  the  ho- 
nour and  juftice  of  the  nation  from   being  wounded ;  and 
he  muft  fay,  that  any  farther  delay,  which  could  l)e  avoided, 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  as  it  would  (hake  its 
beft  bulwark,  the  right  in  that  Houfe  to  bring  delinquents 
to  trial  by  impeachment.  It  appeared  to  him  that  they  would 
have  gained  but  little  by  the  decifion  of  the  quefiion,  "  thjt 
the  impeachment  did  not  abate  by  the  diflblutioo  of.  Pari ia- 
ment,"  if  the  decifion  were  to  be  followed  by  a  procrafti nation 
of  the  trial  to  another  feffion.    Mr.  Haftings  would  thea  _ 
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bav&a  right  to  fay,  that  the  principles  of  the  conftitiOB 
^ere  broken,  in  order  to  opprefs  and  injure  him.  It 
Mr.  Loveden  faid,  his  intention  the  other  day  to  have  ' 
the  grounds  of  his  morion  in  a  more ,  regular  forn^>  but. 
Houfe  having  been  impatient  for  other  buCnefs,  he 
obliged  to  cont^t  himfelf  with  merely  giving  notice 
the  motion  with  which  he  iliould  conclude,  and  it  wa% 
^^  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Alaj 
«  torepfefent  toHis  Majefty  that  Warren  Haftings, 
'^  late  Governor  General  or  Bengal,  is  now  on  his 
^^  upon  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  againfthim  by 
**  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  That  by  reafon  of  fcT 
^^  prorogations,  and  a  difiblution  of  Parliament^  the  ttiil 
^^  hath  already  lafted  four  years>  but  is  now  on  the  pait«f| 
'^  the  profecution  nearly  finifhed.  To  the  end,  therefei% 
'^  that  as  fpeedyjuAicemaybe  obtained,  as  the  nature  of  tte 
^^  cafe  will  admit,  His  MajeAy's  faithful  Commons,  ami* 
'*  ous  to  difcharge  their  duty,  according  to  the  true  pnnci* 
^^  plesof  theconilitution,  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  bopck 
'^  that  no  farther  interruption  may  take  place  in  the  fill 
^^  proceedings  on  the  faid  trial,  and  that  His  Majefty  ^Ulft 
'*  gracioufly  pleafed  to  continue  this  feilion  of  Parliamail 
**  until  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  faid  profecution 
'^  be  finally  clofed,  and  Mr,  Haftings's  defence  bath 
<*  heard,  and  judgement  given.** 
Mr.  T^v,  Ditndas  faid,    he  was  anxious  to  fpeak  early  to  A9« 

Dundas.  motion,  becaufe,    perhaps,    he  might  feel  differently  00  CbB 
.  £iibjd£l  from  any   cf  thofe   who  had  Keen  concerned  in  tlit 
trial;  they  who>had  adledas  managers  of  the  iQipeachmeot 
might  feePthemfelves  compelled,  from  motives  of  delicacyf 
to  give  way  to  the  motion,    and  yield  to  the  propofed  ad- 
drefs, whereas^    not  having  been  in  any  fuch  fituatioo,  it 
was  fairly  open  to  l)im  to  purfue  a  very  different  line  of  con- 
duct, and  to  ftate  his  reafons  for  giving  the  motion  bis  Ofr* 
gative.     The  motion,  he  faid,   was   neither  more  nor  k6 
than  this,    it  was  to  let  Parliament  continue  as  long  a 
the  managers,     the  Houfe    of  Lords,    and  Mr.  Haftings 
thought   proper;    in  other  words,    it  was  precifely  a  mo- 
tion to  abrogate  the  King's  prerogative,  and  delegate  it  to  a 
number  of  per  fons,  leaving  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  man^ 
gers  whether  they  chbfe  to  lengthen  or   ftiorten  the  trial 
Not,  he  faid,  that  he  meant  to  impute  to  the  managers,  that 
they  wiflied  to  do  any  fuch  thing;  on   the  contrary,  he  was 
fatisfied  they  would  ufe  every  means. in  their  power,  confift- 
ent  with  the  ends  of  fubftantial  juftice,  to  bring  the  trial  to 
a%  fpeedy  a  conclufion  as  pofFible*     Mr.  Dundas  begged  tiie 
Houfe  to  recollefl,  that  a  great  conftitutional  queftion  rda- 
tive  to  the  continuance  of  the  impeAcbment,    had  undoigoae 
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very  long  and  deliberate  difcuinon  eaily  in  the  feflion,  in 
rhich  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ,  though  he  liad  been 
apported  in  argument  by  a   v^ry  great  majority  of  tliat 
-loufe,  with  many  honourable  gentlemen  for  whofe  opinion 
le  at  all  times  entertained  a  confiderable  degree  of  refpe£l. 
>ne  principal  argument  much  relied    on  in  the  courle  of 
Jiat  important  difcuflioii  had  been,    that  to  aiTert  that  the 
^ngi  by  the  ufe  of  his  prerogative  to  diifol ve  the  Parliament, 
rould  put  an  end  to  an  impeachment  before  it   was  brought 
o  its  conclufion?  was  a  dangerous  propofition,  and  a  propo- 
hion  fundamentally  deflruSive  of  the  rights  of  that  Houfe* 
fit  the  fame  time  it  was  infilled^  that  in  proportion  as  that 
Houfe  were  conftitutionally  entitled   to  the  full  exercife  of 
heir  own  rights,  fo  ought  the  King's  prerogatives  to  remain 
Dndifturbed  and  unqueftioned.      Neither  were  they  to  lofe 
their  rights,  nor  was  the  King  to  be  deprived  of  the  preroga- 
tive which  was  invefied  in  him  by   the  conditution  of  the 
country;  viz.  the  prerogative  to  prorogue  or  diflblve  the 
Parliament,  whenever  it  ihould  be  his  Royal  will  and   plea* 
fure  fo  to  do.     Having  ftated  thus  much,  Mr.  Dundas  faid, 
it  would  beeafy  to  trace  the  analogy  between  that  argument 
and  the  prefent  cafe.     By  the  motion  then  before  them,  they 
were  called  on  to  addrefs  the  King,  for  thp  purpofe  of  telling 
him  that  he  was  not  to  ufe  his  prerogative^  but  that  he  had 
better  delegate  the  exercife  of  it  to  the  Houfe  of  Lorfls,  as 
Judges  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings ;  to  that  Houfe,  as  his 
accufors  and  profecutors ;  and  to  Mr.  Haftings  the  defendant. 
Mr.  Dundas  reafoned   on  the  enormity  of  this  propofition, 
and  faid,  if  given  into,  the  Houfe  would  incur  this  dilemma, 
they  would  not  only  in  one  fe/Eon   have  infilled  on  the  full 
and  free  exercife  of  their  own  rights,  but  they  would  alfo 
have  completely  turned  the  tajjtles  on  the  Crown,  and  have 
afiumed  and  taken  into  their  own  hands,  the  exercife  of  the 
Royal  prerogative,  and  in  an  indirefl  manner  bar  the  King 
from  the  exercife  of  his  own  prerogative,  which  would  be  a 
grofs  infradlion  of  the  conAitution,  according  to  the  fpirit  of 
which  their  rights,  and  the  King's  prerogative,    (hould  go 
hand  in  hand  together.     Nor  was  this  great  conftitutional 
confideration,  he  faid,  all  that  weighed  with  him;  there  were    ^ 
other  reafons  of  little  lefs  importance.     How  was  he  or  any    , 
man  to  fay  to  what  farther  period  of  time  the  trial  would  ex- 
tend ?  He  had  heard  that  the  evidence  on  the  par:  of  the  pro- 
fecution  would  be  fini/hed  on  Monday ;  but  how  was  he  to 
be  fare  that  it  would?  It  had  been  interrupted  that  day,  and 
might  be  interrupted  again.     There  were  '^^ther  circumftanres 
alfo  which  no  human  ferefight  could  reach;  in  the  firft  place, 
could  any  man  in  that  Houfe,  let  him  be  ever  fo  nearly  or 
niijDately  conneflcd  with  Mr-  Haftings,    tcU  jrliat^^gl^        . 
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Mr.  Haftings' would  take  to  make  his  defence?  Could  ly&i 
Haftings    himfelf  tell?    There  were  many  circomftaooa 
poflible  to  occar  which  Mr.  Haftings  could  not  controoL 
His  witnefles,    if  he  called  any   in  fupportof  his  defeooe» 
night  be  crofs  examined  by  the  managers^    and  could  Mr. 
HaAings  tell*  to  what  length  that  crofs  examination  might 
*go  ?  And  when  Mr.  Haftings's  defence  was  madoy  the  nan)* 
gers   might  chufe  to  reply,  which  alfo  might  take  up  modi 
time.     It   was   therefore  ImpoiTihle  for  that   Houie  to  bs 
aware  whether  there  was  a  probability  of  bringing  the  trial 
to  a  con^lufion  in  the  prefent  feflion  of  Parliament,  let  tbt 
fefllon  be  protra£led  as  long  as  could  be  eicpeAed.    Befidci^ 
let  gentlemen  recoUedl  that  there  were  other  fuhje£ls,  which 
were  alfo  highly  important,  that  demanded  the  juftice  ofd» 
country;  and  for  the  fake  of  Mr.   HaAings*s  trial  going  oa 
from  day  to  day,  would  they  wifh  the  judges  to  leave  thek 
Courts,  and  fufpend  a}l  other  fuits  now  pending?    If  tbey 
contini^ed  the  trial  much  longer,  and  it  was  evident  ooper* 
fon  could  afcert^in  any  limits  to  it  in  duration  of  time^  it 
would  interfere  with  the  circuits,  and  interrupt  the  courfeof 
the  civil  and  criminal  proceedings  of  juftice,  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other.     Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  prefomed 
Mr.  Haftings  meant  to  have  his  caufe  determined  by  a  £ut 
judgement  of  his  Peers;    and  did  hewi(k  that  lie  might  Ik 
tried  by  a  few  Members  of  Parliament,  and  to  have  only  a 
few  Judges  to  hear  his  defence,  and  to  decide  upon  it?  And 
yet,  if  the  trial  were  purfued  much  longer,  this  ihuft  inefio* 
biy  be  the  cafe,  and  ultimately,  after  .cunt  racing  the  fdEoo 
moft  unconfcionably,  there  would  he  a  very  few  Members  of 
thatHoufe,  perhaps  barely  enow  to  conftitute  a  Houfe,  to 
demand  judgement  of  the  Lords,  and  to  receive  either  the 
condemnation  or  acquittal  of  the  prifoner.     Mr.  Dundas  bar- 
ing reafoned  upon  this  probable  iffue  of  the  tjial,  if  tlie  pe* 
ftnt  addrefs  were  acceded  to,  and  His  Majefty  thould  be  in* 
chned  to  bend  his   prerogative  to  their  requifition,  faid,  it 
would  not  only  bo  in  the  bigheft  degree  difgraceful  tobotb 
Houfes  of  Parliament,    but  extremely  difgraceful  to  Mr, 
Haftings  himfelf.     In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  Mr*  Duodas 
pafled  fome  very  handfoni>e  compliments  to  the  Manager^ 
declaring,  that  no  man  could  queftion  their  having  faithfully 
difcbarged  the  high  and  important  truft  that  Houfe  had  pot 
into  their  batids,  with  a  degree  of  diligence,    attention,  and 
ability,  that  did  them  fo   much   honour,  and  refleflcd  fc 
much  credit  on  the  Houfe,  in  whofe  behalf  they  aded  asmi* 
naeers  of  the  impeachment. 
Maj«?c«tt.      Major  Scott  infifted  on  the  unprecedented  length  of  d* 
trial.    After  faying  that  he  knew  not  how  to  fay  wbt 
occurred  to  him  without  fomerifque  of  encroaching  upon 
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the  orders  of  the  Houfe/  and  the  regularity  of  the  debate, 
Ke  proceeded  toobfcrve,  that' with  regard  to  the  impeachment 
it  did  mod  undoubtedly  violate  every  principle  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution;  afadl:  of  which  he  was  confident  the  country 
would  foon  be  fenfible,  as  that  Houfe  had  lately  been  of  feme 
others,  which  he  had  for  fome  time  repeated  without  efFed^ 
Not  only  did  Magna  Charta  ftate  that  juftice  was  not  to  be 
delayed,  but  there  was  an  exprefs  refplution  of  the  Houfe  of 
Coinmons  dating,  "  That  it  was  the  right  of  every  Britifli 
"  fubjcA  under  accufation,  whether  by  impeachment  or 
"  otherwife,  to  be  brought  tofpecdy  trial,  in  order  fo  be 
**-  acquitted  or  condemned.**  To  fuppofe  a  fpeedy  trial, 
without  that  trial  being  brought  to  a  clofe,  was  ahfolute  ab- 
fardity.  The  delay  in  this  trial,  the  Major  faid,  had  been 
imputed  to  various  caufes;  he  had  his  own  opinion  upon 
that  fubje£t  ;  but  the  firil  and  furious  caufe  of  the  delay 
jOriginated  in  the  article  themfelves,  which  were  fuchi,  he 
would  be  bound  to  prove,  as  never  were  prefented,  and  n 
paflTed  under  circumdances  which  he  hoped  could  never  hap- 
pen again. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  now 
prefented  £our  India  budgets,  and  unlefs  all  he  faid,  and  all 
the  refolutions  which  he  moved,  were  grofsly  and  palpably 
fclfe,  nineteen  parts  at  leaft  out  of  twenty  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment,  were  utterly  unfounded.  This  was  a  hfk  gf 
a  very  ferious  nature,  and  would  tend  more  to  bring  impeach- 
ments into  utter  dilgrace  in  future,  than  any  ciicumftance 
that  ever  happened".  The  fa£l,  he  faid,  was  moft  notorious, 
that  the  gentleman  who  firft  moved  this  impeachment,  did 
it  upon  an  idea,  at  leaft  he  fo  affirmed,  that  the  provinces 
under  Mr,  Haftings  were  defolated  and  mined;  yet  it  was 
now  notorious  that  not  one  word  of  his  defcription  of  Bengal 
was  founded  in  faft.  The  Board  of  Control  had  fully  dif- 
proved  his  aflertions,  and  at  once  deAroyed  any  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  impeachment  ought  to  have  refted.  But  if 
all  this  mafs  of  crimination  was  gone;  of  what  reniiained  was 
there  an  inftancein  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  of  articles  fo 
^oted ?  The  firft,  Benares,  contained  thirtv-nine  criminal 
fafts,  upon  all  thefe,  one  queftion,  and  only  one,  was  put,^ 
though  the  Minifter  of  the  country,  pofleffing  great  weight 
and  influence  in  the  Houfe,  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  iti 
one  point  only,  was  there  criminality;  fo  of  all  the  others; 
stndif  his  ideas  had  been  adopted,  if  he  had  fairlv  at  leaft  put 
the  queftion  upon  each,  the  articles  might  have  been,  what 
he  once  faid  they  ought  to  be,  ftiort,  fpecific,  and  pointed. 
Were  Mr.  Vyncr  called  Major  Scott  to  orders  who  faidjie 
had,  at  letting  out,  exprefled  his  doubts,  whether  his  re- 
marks would  ftridly  apply  as  to  the  delay.]     Major    Scott 
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faiditwasan  a£t  of  grievous  oppreiTion  to  Mr.  Hading 
and  of  thegrofleft  injuftice  to  the  country,  which  had  al-l 
ready  paid  above  forty-five  thou fand  pounds  for  this  trial; 
fum  that  gentlemen  would  have  been  ftartled  at,  had  it  nc 
l^een  kept  back,  and  a  very  fmall  fum  only  been  charged  tb 
Htft  year.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  aiked  if  anj 
man  could  fay  how  iong  Mr.  Haftings  might  take  for  hi^ 
defence;  was  that  the  objeftionto  the  motion  r  If  it  was,  \ 
would  obviate  it,  by  ftating  fomething  fpecific  upon  tb 
point.  The  profecution  was  near  a  clofe.  In  fad, 
h4d  been  done  now  in  three  days  than  in  two  years  befotel 
for  in  thefe  three  days  the  managers  had  gone  thi>ough  foe 
articles  in  fa(ft,  though  all  comprized  in  one,  and  were,  as  T 
vnderdood,  upon  the  lafl  piece  of  evidence  they  had,  wli 
the  Court  rofe  that  day ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Haftings's  defenc 
he  would  take  upon  him  to  fay  that  gentleman  would  prefe| 
a  fpeedy  iifue  of  the  trial,  to  the  opportunity  of  making; 
full.a  defence,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  make. 

Mr«  Burke  rofe,  and  premifed  what  he  had  to  fay  wili 
obferving,  that  he  Ihould  trouble  them  with  a  very 
words  on  the  fubjeft.  He  ihould  firfl,  he  faid,  alk,  did  i 
fuk  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe  to  ftlpulate  with  a  mit 
man  that  his  defence  fhould  be  fo  lame,  weak  and  dehcienlj 
that  it  might  be  tlie  means  of  his  conviSion?  He 
own,  that  he  did  nolf  think,  their  addref&ng  the  King, 
homhlj  defiring  His  Majefty  not  toporogue  the  Parliao 
pending  the  difcuiBon  of  great  and  important  quefiic 
was  any  infringement  on  the  Royal  prerogative  of  tl 
Crown;  yet  he  thought  the  Houfe  would  not  wantc 
prefent  fuch  an  addrefs.  The  only  queftion  in  fuch  cafe] 
was,  whether  the  objedl  of  Parliament  was  equal  to  fuch  , 
interference  with  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crov 
The  Houfe  would  therefore  jit  all  tiroes  take  care  to  have  j 
ftrong  ground  before  they  would  make  fuch  an  applicatic 
and  the  only  queftion  then  was,  whether  this  was  one 
thofe  Orong  cafes  that  either  ju ft ified  or  requinsd  fach  an  ap 
plication  ?  On  the  part  of  the  Managers  he  would  und 
take  to  fay,  there  was  no  motives  of  perfonal  eafe,  no 
(deration  of  their  own  fatisfatftion,  nor  any  other  perlo 
confideration,  that  could  prevent  them  from  a  conftant,  it 
ceflant,  uniform,  and  diligent  attention  on  their  pablij 
duty.  If  one  day  of  procraAi nation  in  the  conduct  cf 
Managers,  could  be  proved,  it  would  be  ihameful  in  tli 
Houfe  not  to  take  proper  notice  of  it.  But  he  was  certaij 
the  conduft  of  the  Managers  would  ftand  the  teft  of  i 
meft  fcrupulous  examination.  Mr,  Bgrke,  in  continoatio 
faid^  that  ik>  one  ought  to  argue  on   the  juflice  <4  thai 
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Koufe  hypothetically,  becaufe  that  Houfe  had  no  hypotKe- 
Tis  in  it.  As  accufers  and  profecutors«  they  were  bound  to 
bold  Mr,  Haftings  guilty  till  his  Jmlges  acquitted  him,  or 
elfe  they  confeiTed  themfelves  to  be  the  wilful  and  malicious 
accufers  of  an  innocent  man.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
Mr.  Burke  faid,  who  had  made  the  motion,  had  introduced 
a  certain  portion  of  Magna  Charta,  nuUi  vendimusy  &c. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  done  more  ;  he  had  been  fo 

food  as  to  tranilate  it  for   them.  Was  it,  he  aiked,  the 
4agna  Charta  of  King  John,  of  Henry  the  Third,  or  of 
Oliver  Cromwell?  'He laid,  it  was  unneceffary  to  tranilate 
the  Latin  of  Magna  Charta,  becaufe  though  unclaffical  and 
inelegant,  it  was  fo  much  like  Englifli,  and  fo  fuperior  in 
meaning  to  its  quality,  that  it  was  engraven  on  the  hearts  of 
Engliflimen.     It  was  even  underftood  by   thofe   who   ha4 
fcarcely  a  fcrap  of  other  Latin ;  by  thofe  who  had  not  got  fo 
Ut  in  their  grammar  as  Mars,  Bacchus,  Apollo,  Virorum. 
Magna  Charta  aiTured  them   that  juflice  fliould   be  done' 
fooner  or  later.     Did  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
made  this  motion,  afked  Mr.  Burke,  know  this  trial  ?    Did 
it  come  within  the  fcale  of  the  honourable  gentleman^s  com* 
prehenfion?     Did  he  know  the  length  and  breadth,  and 
likeWife  the  depth  and  extent  of  it  ?     If  he  did,  let  him  get 
up  and  fay.  whether  there  had  been  any  delay  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the  Managers.     If  it  were  to  be  tried,  it  muft  be 
tried  according  to  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 
Here  Mr.  Burke  went  into  an  exclamation  of  the  infinite 
and  unexampled  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  trial;  a 
trial  for  the  failure  of  proteflion  of  millions  of  inhabitants 
of  countries,  of  ftates,  and  empires,  who  were  not  dreamt 
of  when  Rufus  built  his  ha'l,  or   whoever  it  was  that  built 
it.  William  Rufus  and  his  coadjutors  confequently  could 
not  have  entertained  an  idea  that  a  caufe  of  fuch  fingular 
^A    unparallelled   importance    would   have  been  tried   in 
Weflminfter  Hall.  The  intention  of  the  trial  was  for  the  ends 
of  public  juAice,  and  to  prevent  the  fubje£ls  of  this  cotin* 
try  from  opprefling  thirty  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures, 
if  it  had  been  declared  by  Magna  Charta,  Mr.  Burke  faid^ 
jGod  and  nature  had  faid  it.  They  ha3  ordained  by  the  unal- 
[terable  roles  of  right,  that  offences  muft  be  tried  and  pu* 
Ijiftied,  according  to  their  circumftances  and  their  nature. 
Why  give  the  Governor  General  25,0  ol.  per  annum,  and 
litles  and  prerogatives  which  they  did  not  give  to  the  Crown 
jOf  Great  Britain  itfelf,  but  tliat  it  fliould  be  attended  with  a 
f roportionable  degree  of  refponfibility  ? 

L  The  Speaker  here  faid,  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that     The 
|e  fubmittcd  to  the  Houfe,  afiid  the  right  honourable  gentle-  Speaktr. 
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man  bimfelf,  whether  the  right  honoarable  geDtkmao  wai 
hering  to  the  terms  of  the  motion } 

Mr^  Burke  bowed  in  obedience  to  the  authority  of  dft 
Chair,  andt  hat  he  might  not  offend  again^  wifhed  the  m^ 
lion  to  be  ^-ead. 

The  Speaker  read  the  words  of  the  motion. 
MrJnrke  Mr.  Btirke  then  faid^  that  he  certainly  had  hitherto ed- 
deaTOured  to  adhere  to  tlie  motion,  and  when  be  was  lnta<* 
nipted,  he  was  humbly  endeavouring  to  give  his  poor  tat 
font  for  fhewing  that  the  continuance  of  Che  trial  ferfeot 
years,  was  no  reafon  for  the  prefent  motion.  Bataidat 
Houfe  had  been  fcandalized,  he  thought  besought  to  gitetf 
anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  imagined  At 
there  had  been  delay,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  M;{R| 
Charta,  which  was  no. other  than  a  declaration  of  oripn 
juftice.  Every  trial,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  itinft  bemeafureibf 
the  importance  of  the  fubjefl ;  and  if  the  Lords  and  Cook* 
oions  were  locked  up,  ^s  the  juries  of  the  inferior  Coaitsil 
Weftmiiifter  Hall  were,  without  candle  or  fire,  and  p»- 
Yented  from  eating  and  drinking  till  they  had  given  AA 
TerdiA,  the  confequence  would  be,  they  would  be  guilty « 
complete  injuftice.  Having  faid  this,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  b 
Ihould  fay  no  more  of  delay.  He  next  gave  a  fhortnam- 
tiveof  the  proceedings  in  Weftm in fter  Hall  during  the  bl 
three  days  of  the  trial.  Such  a  trial,  he  faid,  was  necef- 
farily  and  unavoidably  liable  to  delay.  There  wa^  no  ftcl 
thing  as  meafuring  out  an  exad  fpace  of  time  for  it.  The 
Managers  had  done  eveiy  ihhig  in  their  power  to  fliotteni^ 
With  regard  to  the  hardfliips  of  Mr.  Haftings,  Mr.  Both 
confidered,  that  if  he  were  in  his  place  he  fhould  feel  if  te 
had  been  three  years  on  his  trial;  and  if  his  trial  waspio- 
trailed  till  there  was  no  one  perfecutor.  Judge,  or  fpefbttft, 
left,  he  fhould  con fider  this  to  be  difgracehil  to  bimfelf  ^ 
well  as  to  the  country ;  becaufe  every  man  accufed  of  gntf 
charges  would  wi{h  his  audience  to  be  as  full  at  the  end  asit 
the  beginning  of  his  trial.  This,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  washisop| 
nion  with  irgard  to  the  fufFerings  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  ■• 
hoped  he  felt  as  much  as  any  man  for  tbe  fufFermgs  of  otheH 

Mr.Vyncr  Mr.  rynrr  here  fpoke  to  order.  He  faid,  he  had  called  *e 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  to  order,  and  he  Mi^ 
mkted  it  to  the  Hdiife,  whether  the  right  honourable geotfe" 
man  that  was  now  fpraking,  was-ndhering  to  the  terms  of  tie 
motion.  The  motion,  he  faid,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  cod* 
du6l  of  Mr*  Haftings. 
The  The  Speaker  faid,  he  was  fure  the  right  honourable  gentle- 

Speaker,  man  was  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  having  Wf 
terrupted  him;  ^^d  ^he  Houfe  mwft  be  obliged  to  every geiH 
tlenoan  who  afliftcd  in  endeavouring  to  preferve  order.    He 
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vv'ould  tell  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Speaker  fai^, 
la  ^what  he  was  irregular.  It  was  ptrftStly  competent  to 
rhe  right  hoiiourable  gentleman  to  juAify  the  Managers  from 
any  imputation,  and  which  no  man  could  caft  upon  them 
srithout  refleding  on  the  honour  of  that  Houfe;  yet  if  he 
wfcnt  into  the  condud  of  Mr.  Hafiings,  and  anticipated  the 
nature  of  his  defence,  h^  took  it^  the  Houfe  would  feel  that 
fuch  references  were  irregular. 

Mr.  Burke  (M^  when  he  laid  down  any  general  principle^  Mr.Bufke, 
he  endeavoured  to  fortify  it  with  fome  proofs.  He  begged 
pardon  if  lie  had  been  wrong.  He  had  been  endeavouring, 
be  faid,  to  fhew  that  the  Managers  had  been  guilty  of  no 
delay,  and  that  if  there  had  been  any  delay,  it  had*  pro- 
ceeded from  the  prifoner  himfelf.  With  regard  tocdmpaffion 
(for  a  cafe  of  compaflion  had  been  attempted  to  be  fet  up)  he  ^ 
truiled  he  was  as  ready  as  any  other  man  to  feel  for  the  dif- 
rreHes  of  his  fellow  creatures.  Mr.  Burke  declnred,  he  did 
not  yet  know  on  what  fide  he  fliould  vote.  If  he  were  to 
vote  for  his  own  eafe,  he  faid,  he  ihould  vote  for  the  addrefs.        ' 

Mr.  Leveffcn  fliortly  explained,  and  faid,  it  was  not  his  Afr. 
intention  to  arraign  any  man  or  body  of  men.  He  had  Lovedca. 
ftated,  that  one  great  caufe  of  delay  arofe  from  the  proroga- 
tions and  diiTolutinn.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  thefe  were 
unneceffary  or  improper,  but  he  feared  they  would  wound 
and  weaken  that  great  bulwark  of  our  conditution,  the  right 
of  the  Commons  to  trial  by  impeachment* 

Major  Scott  explained. 

General  Smith  (who  had  rifen  while  Mr.  Burke  was  on  his  General 
legs,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Burke  had  faid  a  word  or  two),  faid  Smith. 
he  did  not  know  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
alluded  to  him  when  he  got  up,  but  he  thought  it  right  to 
explain  himfelf.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  been 
chairman  of  the  fe]c&  Committee,  that  had  brought  for- 
ward thofe  charges  which  conftituted  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment. He  was  therefore  perfeSly  aware  of  their 
magnitude;  but  he  could  not  fit  filent  and  hear  fuch  har(h- 
fonndii^  epithets  of  Indian  delinquency,  Indian  peculation, 
and  Indian  corruption,  applied  fo  generally,  to  the  calumny 
of  many  deferving  officers,  and  others.  The  General  de- 
clared, he  believed  there  were  men  who  had  ferved  their 
comitry  as  well  in  the  Eaft  Indies  as  in  any  other  part  of 
the  glc^,  and  whofe  merits  ought  not  to  be  funk,  and  their 
chambers  injured  bv  general  indifcriminate  afperfion* 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  being  called  on  by  an  old  colleague,  he  Mr.Burke 
rofe  to  explain.     The  honourable  General,  who  was  a  man 
of  great  merit  utidoubtedly,  and  hadfenred  his  country  well, 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  in  that  Houfe  efpecially,  by  bring' 
ing  forward  a  great  body  of  matter  of  India  evidence,  in 
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two  voluminous  reports,  was  guilty,  if  he 'was  guiltjirf 
fcandalizing  all  who  had  ferved  in  India.     Air.  Burke  miU 
not  admit,    that   the  talking  of  Indian   delinquency  ili^ 
general  manner,    was   at  all   cenfurable.      If  it   was,  ksv 
happened  it  that  his  honourable  friend  next  him  (Mr.  Fnih 
cis)  had  n<  |;  rifen  and  Aated  that  he  had  libelled  him  1    lib 
Burke  faid,  he  often  in  that  Houfe  talked  cf^arliamentaf 
Corruption,  borough  corruption,  and  minlflerial  corniptiQi| 
and  no  man  thought  illiberally  or  unfairly.     Did  bb  inr 
nourable  sccefTary  in  guilt,  (if  guilt  there  was  any^  inctb 
lefling  proofs  of  peculation  and  chargine  them  ^on  tndhi^ 
c(uals},  mean  to  fay  that  there  was  no  luch  thing  as  Ittll 
corruption  ? 
Mr.  Pojt.      Mr.  FoxjSiS  foon  as  Mr.  Burke  fat  down,  rofe,  andfii^ 
he  was  forry  to  protradl  the  debate,  but  as  he  ihoald  dflr 
tatnly  vote  for  the  addrefs,  l\e  could  not  confent  to  gffts, 
filent  vote  for  ir,  but  mud  wiih  to  ailign  his  reafons  why^K- 
fhould  do  fo.     In  the  firft  place,  he  faid,  he  muft  dtflferm^ 
tirely  from  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  i 
the  way,  in  that  part  of  his  argument,  which  rcdated  to 
Royal  prerogative,  and  declare,  that  he  did  not  think 
Houfe  of  Commons,  taking  upon  itfelf  to  advife  the  C 
upon  great  and  fitting  occafions^  with  regard  to  the  e 
of  any  one  of  the  Royal  prerogatives,  was  an  unconfli^t^ 
tional  interference  in  that  Houfe ;  and  as  a  proof  that  be  ml 
always  thought  as  he  did  then  think,  that  the  Hoafe  hali< 
right  to  advife  the  King  as  to  the  ufe  of  his  prerogative 
prorogue  or  diffolve  the  Parliament,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  ia 
year  1778,  and  in  1779,  ^^  ^^^  moved  and  voted  for  ^ 
addrefles,  defiring  His   Majefty  to  fufpend  his  pren^ 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  that  moft   important   prerogative 
making  of  peace  and  declaring  war;  but  he  had  be^n  an 
cefsful;  in  1783,  however,  he  had  more  fuccefsfuily,  a 
the  motipn,  voted  for  an  addrefs,  the  faiminefledas 
former  addrefles,  though  not  equally  fortMsi^te  as  to  cr 
Indeed,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  could  not  forefee  sa^v  poffiWi' 
that  could  arife  for  th.it  Houfe  to  addrefs  His  Majefty^ 
he  recollefled  having  voted  with  a  minority  of.  200<i 
when  (having  previoufly   voted   that  the   influence 
Crown  had  cncreafed)  they  addreflTed  His  Majefty,  and 
ged  him  not  to  porogue  the  Parliament  till  they  flioold  i 
pafled  certain  bills  for  the  purpofe  of  diminifliing  that 
fluence.     It  was  true,*  Mr.  Fox  faid,  there  had  be«i  a 
rity  againfl:  that  motion,  but  he  was  one  of  thofe  wb<» 
not  think  thofe  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  agaiaft 
motion  had  any  great  weight  in  them,  nor  could  argi 
of  the  general  impropriety  of  interfering  with  the  pi 
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tive»  have  any  great  weight  in  them,  when  the  occafion  for 
fuch  interference  was  ferioufly  important  and  prefRng. 

Having  faid  this,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  more  particularly  to 
fpeak  to  the  prefent  queftion.  He  faid,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fame  bench 
with  him,  that  the  motion  contained  any  expieflion  tending 
towards,  or  which  could  ht  fairly  conflrued  to  be  an  impu- 
tation on  the  Managers ;  and  one  reafon  why  it  was  impoiC- 
ble  that  any  fuch  imputation  was  defigned,  wa«,  hecaufe,  if 
blame  were  due  to'  them,  it  was  more  due  to  the  Houfe,  of 
which  they  afled  in  this  profecution  as  the  reprefen  tat  Ives; 
and  it  was  to  be  confidered  that  they  reprcfentcd  that  Houfe 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  not  as  they  reprefentcd 
the  people  in  Parliament,  but  in  a  very  different  point  of 
view.  As  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  they  could  aft 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  people,  if  they  thought  it 
right  fo  to  a6l ;  but  as  reprefentatives  of  that  Houfe,  they 
were  obliged  to  be  confined  to  their  inftru<5iions.  Nor  was 
tiiat  all ;  the  Houfe  thought  it  not  only  neceffary  to  attend 
the  trial  themfelves,  and  thus  he  witnefs  of  the  condufl  of 
their  Managers,  but  did  what  in  his  opinion  was  a  difgrace  to 
the  Houfe,  they  received  petitions  from  without  doors,  ftat- 
ing  any  part  of  the  Managers  conduft  to  be  objeAionable. 
If  therefore  the  Managers  had  been  guilty  of  any  error, 
negled,  or  delay,  he  conceived  the  Houfe  would  have  taken 
notice  of  the  matter,  or  they  would  have  heard  of  it  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  application,  or  applications,  from  without 
3oors.  Neither  having  been  the  cafe,  it  was  fair  to  conclude 
that  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  fuch  error. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  far  from  wifhing  to  fay  any  thing 
that  fliould  feem  hoAile  to  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, who  had  fo  ably  snd  fairly  opened  the  oppofition  to 
the  addrefs  then  moved;  he  was  too  fenfibleof  the  advan- 
tages he  and  the  reft  of  the  Managers  had  derived  from  the 
i\tt€t,  manly,  and  powerful  fupport  which  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  had  given  them  throughout  the  profe- 
cution, and  more  efpecially  from  .his  having  in  fo  mafterly 
and  conftitutional  a  manner  ftated  his  fentiments  on  the  im- 
portant queftion,  whether  the  impeachment  did  or  did  not 
continue,  notwithfianding  a  diflblution  of  Parliament,  to 
be  in  the  leaft  delirous  of  appearing  to  a£t  from  party  feel-* 
ings  in  what  he  was  about  to  fay;  but  he  muft  declare  that 
he  ihould  have  voted  for  the  addrefs  if  there  had  been  no 
impeachment  pending,  becaufe  there  was  no  circumftance  in 
the  hiflory  of  this  country  that  made  it  more  dangerous  to 
have  a  fpeedy  prorogation  of  Parliament,  than  the  prefent 
ftate  of  politics  ;  that  confideration,  he  was  ready  to  admit, 
gave  a  bias,  as  it  were,  to  his  mind,  and  led  him  to  give  wa^g^^ 
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to  the  prefent  addrefs^  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  be  ddbt  - 
mental  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  country  for  Parliaaient  toki 
pr  Togued,  before  they  received  the  anfwer  from  the  GoHt 
of  Pcterfburgh, 

Having  fatd  thus  much,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  joined  «i4 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  addrcfs,  in  tbaat 
ing  that  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  any  delay  had  exifidl; 
and  no  one  could  regret  it  more  than  thofe  who  were  inuaD- 
diately  concerned  in  the  impeachment.  They  were^  Ifci 
Fox  laid,  completely  the  fervants  of  the  Hou{e»  aadadflt 
at  their  will  for  the  reafons  he  had  already  (latfil ;  he  cmAi^ 
however,  that  the  Managers  had  not  caufed  that  delay*  Bi 
was  lure,  that  the  Hoiife  Iiad  not,  and  he  did  not  know  that 
the  Lords  had  ;  becaufe,  if  they  aded  with  more  delay  thtm 
the  due  attention  to  the  reft  of  the  public  buGnefs  on  diok 
parts  required,  he  prefumcd,  on  a  proper  applicatioo  St 
them  upon  the  fubjecSl,  they  would  have  endeavooreA  m 
corxefl  their  error.  If  the  motion  glanced  at  any  oQC^.il 
was  not  at  the  Managers,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  but  at  the  mioodBf 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of  the  Houfe  of  LofA^ 
who  voted  the  queftion  of  abatement.  Not  that  he  OMHMt 
to  blame  that  minority  of  the  (wo  Houfes;  he  had  no  dookt 
that  they  a£led  in  a  manner  which  they  thought  their  Aatf 
required,  and  flood  upon  what  they  conceived  to  be  the  bv 
of  Parliament  and  the  law  of  the  conllitution.  Tlie  Hnwfc^ 
however,  had  decided  that  their  opinion's  were  erroneous;  bitf 
that  did  not  aher  the  fa(3,  that  they,  who  had  thoo^ 
the  trial  was  at  a:i  end,  had,  in  eiFefl,  added  conllderablf  til 
Jts  piotraftion,  by  endeavouiing  to  abridge  it  altogelfacr. 
The  Lords  had  taken  a  confidcr.:b!e  time  to  fearch  pree»<t 
dents,  and  had  itnct;  taken  much  time  a  ho  to  deliberate^ 
them  ;  all  tliis  v^as  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Haflings,  but  it  htm 
been  unavoidable  With  regard  to  the  impoffibility  of  l£p 
certaining  the  duration  of  the  trial,  as  far  as  remained  to  be 
gone  through,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  felt  the  whole  force  of 
what  had  been  faid  by  die  right  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
iite  to  him,  and  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  00  the 
fame  bench  with  him,  and  agreed  with  them  that  it  was  iibp 
poflible  to  fay  how  niqch  longer  it  would  be,  before  it  COqU 
be  brought  to  a  conclufion;  but  the  Managers  wooldy  he 
hoped,  fii.ifli  gloving  their  evidence  fuflSciently  early  Ibr 
^  them  to  fum  up  the  whole  evidence  on  the  charge  on  that 
day,  or  on  Wednefday ;  but  could  he,  could  any  Manaigei^ 
could  the  private  and  confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Haflinn 
iay  how  long  his  defence  would  take  ?  To  that  di^enoe  Sm 
Managers  would  have  to  reply,  and  the. nature  of  the  reply 
muft  b^  meafured  by  the  nature  of  the  defence;  there  oi^ 
be  occafion  to  call  new  witneiles  to  refute  and  repel  6ds 
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flated  in  the  defence;  or  there  might  be  no  occafion  to  do 
more  than  make  a  fingle  fpeech  in  anfvver  to  the  defence. 
All  depended  on  circamflances  that  could  not  be  foreseen. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  no  ground  to  guide  him  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Haftings's  defence,  but  even  if  he  heard  from  the  beft 
aathority  what  its  length  probably  would  be,  he  owned,  he 
could  give  no  anfwer  whatever  as  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
proceedings;  becaufe,  as  he  had  already  obrerved,  the  reply 
piiift  be  according  to  the  nature  of  the  defence ;  he  had  no 
doubt  however,  that  the  Managers  for  their  own  fak^s 
iirould  be  as  fhort  as  pofiible.  He  could  not  conclude,  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  without  remarking,  that  although  Mr.  Haftings  ^ 

had  complained  of  delay,  and  had  addreiled  their  lordfliips 
on  that  fubje£t  in  the  Court,  there  feemed  to  be  an  appear* 
ance  of  an  intentional  delay  on  his  part,  and  that  of  tlie 
counfel  on  his  fide.  That  very  day,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the 
Alanagers  had  wanted  to  prove  a  particular  circumftance^  * 
and  they  offered  to  produce  the  refult  of  the  'Company's  ac- 
counts to  prove  it,  but  the  whole  accounts  were  infiued  on 
being  produced.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  this  was  not 
perfedly  legal,  but  the  refults  of  fuch  accounts  had  repeat- 
edly been  received  as  fufEcient  evidence  in  the  preceding  part 
of  the  trial.  Poilibly,  it  might  be  neceflary  to  Mr.  Haft- 
ings's defence  that  this  fort  of  condu£l  fhould  be  adopted. 
He  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was,  but  he  thought  it  right 
to  ftate  the  fadl.  After  fome  farther  obfervations  and  argu- 
ments, Mr.  Fox  fuggefted  a  wifh  that  the  motion  were  made 
lefs  definite;  and  recommended  that  infteadof  it,  defiring 
His  Majefty  not  to  prorogue  the  feffion  till  judgement  was 
given;  it  fhould  be  amended  fo,  as  do  no  more  than  to  defire 
His  Majefty  not  to  porogue  before  fuch  further  progrefs  was 
made  in  the  trial  as  ftiould  afford  reafonable  grounds  of  ex- 
pedation,  that  it  might  he  brought  to  a  conclufion  early  in 
the  next  feffion. 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  as  he  had  on  a  former  occafion  taken  pains  Mr. 
to  have  the  trial  brought  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  an  end,  Ryder, 
it  would  naturally  be  expefled  that  he  ihould  not  give  a  fi« 
lent  vote  that  day.  In  regard  to  the  many  reafons  that  had 
been  ftated  againft  the  motion,  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, and  by  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his,  he  concur- 
red intirely ;  for  the  greateft  part  of  his  right  honourable 
friend's  fpeech,  and  certainly  in  his  mind  the  firongeft  part, 
bad  proved,  that  if  the  motion  were  agreed  to,  it  would 
impofe  this.difagreeable  duty  on  His  Majefty's  Minifters; 
they  muft  either  advife  His  Majefty  to  give  a  direA  denial  to 
the  addrefs,  and  thus  appear  to  countenance  delay  ;  01  thev 
muft  confent  to  keep  Parliament  fitting  when  it  was  moK 
irkfome  to  gentlemea  to  attend,  and  when  probably  there  [^ 
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would  be  fcarcely  any  attendance  at  all.  He  thought,  dieie* 
fore,  on  that  ground  it  ought  not  to  pafs.  But  what  vat 
the  amendment  which  the  right  lionouinble  gentleman  bl 
propofed?  to  leave  the  matter  completely  inde6nEte*  Where- 
as the  natural  Hate  of  the  trial,  afid  the  progrefs  they  wot 
daily  making,  would  anfwer  the  end,  in  all  probability,  d 
bringing  the  proceedings  to  a  conclufion  in  the  next  feffioo; 
Mr.  Ryder  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  ohjeded  to  titt 
original  motion,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  to  do  a  gieit 
deal  too  much,  an  J  he  objedled  to  the  amendment  iwcamft 
it  would  do  nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  Foi.  Mr.  Fox  mrved  his  amendment,  which,  he  faid,  wodi 
give  a  chance  for  concluding  the  trial  in  the  prefent  feffio^ 
anu  therefore  could  not  be  faid  to  do  nothing.  It  was  hi  lift 
judgement  of  the  advifers  of  the  Crown,  whether  the  addieft 
fo  amended  ought  to  be  complied  with  ;  but  the  Houl^  if 
voting  it,  would  do  all  that  was  in  their  power. 

l*he  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  was  proceeding  to  ftafe  his  objec- 
tions botli  to  the  motion  and  the  amendment,  but  theqnef* 
tion  being  loudly  called  for,  it  was  put  on  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Fox  having  faid  it  was  carrieJ, 

Mrf  Pitt.       Mr.  Chancellor  Piti  faid  it  was  not.     As  he  meant  to  fol» 
againft  the  motion  altogether,  he  could  not  a/pear  tocouote* 
nance  it,  by  agreeing  to  the  amendment. 
The  Houfe  divided; 

For  the  amendment,  6r;    Againft  ir,    144. 
Thequeftion  on  the  original  motion  was  then  negative^ 
without  a  divi(ion. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Corn  bill,  a  petition  was  pi«» 
fen  ted  from  the  ftahle  keepers  of  London  and  Weftmiiifttr 
againA  the  regulations  for  the  importation  of  onts. 

Mr.  Aid.      Mr.  Alderman  fVatfon  brought  up  a  frefh  claufe  for  waie- 

Watfon.  houfmg  corn,  imported.  It  differed,  he  faid,  from  tto 
claufes  that  had  been  rejefled,  bccaufe  it  provided,  that  tit 
corn  {hould  be  warehoufed  at  the  expence  of  the  importer, 
and  fubjed  to  an  additional  duty  of  two  fhillings  a  quarter,  00 
being  taken  out  of  the  warehoufe. 
Mr.  Mr.  P^/i&tfwexprefftdhis  furprife,  that  a  claufe  which  had 

rdham.  bc»en  twice  rejefled  on  mature  con fi deration,  Ihould  be  again 
introduced  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  The  alterations 
made  in  it  did  not  alter  the  principle.  Foreign  corn  would 
be  poured  into  the  kingdom  at  low  prices  from  countries  in* 
which  it  could  be  laifed  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  in  this 
country,  under  all  the  burdehs  on  agriculture,  to  thegieat 
lofs  and  difcouragement  of  the  Britim  farmer.  Gentlemen 
did  not  feem  toconfider  the  weight  of  tythe  on  agricoltimv 
to  which  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  00  every 
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late  corn  bill,  as  a  burden  which  the  country  could  not  endure 
manj  years  longer. 

rar.  Ryder  and  Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  claufe,  and  Mr«  Harrifon  againft  it. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  fupported  his  colleagues ;  and  after  hav-  Sir  War- 
ing ftated  the  diftrefs  it  would  involve   the  metropolis  in,  ifkinLevrw 
the  claufe  for  warehoufeing  corn  fliould  be  Teje^ed,   begged 
leave  to  mention  a  part  of  the  kingdom  with  which  he  was  a 
good  deal  con nefted,  and  that  was  the  principality  of  Wales, 
»\'e  counties  in  which  did  not  raife  fufficient  corn  for  the 
confumption  of  the  inhabitants,  and  who  were  either  fupplied 
from  other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  or  from  abroad.     He  re- 
minded the  Houfe,  that  when  the  claufe  for  warehoufeing 
corn  was  rejefVed,  it  created  a  great  alarm  in  fome  very  ca« 
pital  tnanufa<5lunng  towns,  and  they   prefented  petitions  to 
the  Houfe;  he  therefore  entreated  them  toconAder  very  ma- 
turely the  confequence  of  tl^eir  rejeftion,  which   might  pro-  ^ 
bably  involve  the  country  in  difturbance  and  didrefs. 

The  Houfe  divided; 

For  the  claufe,  81;  Againfl  it,  5^^ 
'..Some  other  amendments  being  m^e  in  the  biu^  it  was  then 
paflcd. 

!  The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Sierra  Le- 
one bill  being  moved,  ' 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  as  it  was 
too  late  to  go  on  with  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  objedled,  on  the  ground  that  no  de- 
bate was  likely  to  take  place;  but  Colonel  Tarieton  and 
Mr.  Gafcoigne  declaring  their  intention  to  oppofe  it,  a  divi- 
iion  took  place  on  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  which  was 
negatived,  48  to  17. 

Mr. //.  3Tbar«/tf«  obfcrved,  that  although  he  had  five  times    Mr  H. 
come  down,  expe£iing  an  oppofition   to  the  bill,  he   would  Thomtoa 
certainly  poftpone  it  till  Monday,  if  there  was  now  a  feri- 
oos    intention    of  oppofing  it,  and   of  debating  the  fub- 

It  was  poflponed  accordingly,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday^  y>th  May. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and  mo\ed  that  the  notice,  which  flood  Mr. 
as  the  order  of  the  day,  for  him  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  Sheridaa. 
take  into  coniideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, of  1786,  and  the  Report  of  theCommittee  of  1701, 
might  be  read.  1  he  fame  having  been  read,  Mr.  Sheriaan 
flated,  that  there  were  certain  papers  to  be  prefented  that 
day.  which  it  might  be  material  for  him  to  refer  to,  and 
therefore  lie  though:  it  right  to  move  to  have  ihc  order  dif- 
charged  and  entered  for  the  next  day.     He  faid,  he  hoped  he 
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fliould  have  no  occafion  to  refer  to  the  papers  in  qneftnoi 
but  as  it  was  impoffible  for  bim  to  faj  beforehand  wbete 
he  (hould  cr  not,  he  would  move  for  the  difcharge  o( 
the  order.  It  was  difcharged  accordingly^  and  entered  6* 
this  day. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  C'luncellor  PiUy  who  happened  not  to  be  in  tk 
_  Houfe  nt  the  time  the  foregoing  motion  was  made)  but  cans 
in,  jufl  after,  faid,  be  underflood  th^  honourable  gentlenuD 
opp'>fite  to  him,  hnd  moved  to  put  off  the  confider&tiooef 
the  two  Reports  from  the  Committees  of  Finance,  tillck 
next  day.  He  hoped  however  the  difcui&on  would  lealif 
betyought  on  this  day;  and  as  the  honourable  gentleDM 
hadjralled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjeS,  hepvi 
him  notice,  that  if  he  moved  any  propofitions,  he  (hodi 
either  ohjert  to  them,  or  move  amendments  upon  then);  ^ 
perhaps,  move  fuch  other  proportions  as  would  bring 
the  whole  {late  of  the  fubjeft  fairly  and  fully  before  thi 
public. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan^  in  reply,  faid,  itappeared  to  him  to  ben- 

Sheridan,  ther  premntu|:e  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  talk  of 
ohjeAing  to  his  propoGtions,  or  of  moving  amendmeots»  be- 
fore he  knew  what  f  hofe  propofitions  would  be.  He  ti 
affure  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would  endea- 
vour to  make  it  as  difficult  as  poflible  to  the  right  bonoontiie 
gentleman,  either  to  obje6t,  or  move  amendments  upoDKs 
propofitions,  which  would  be  refolutions  of  fad*  fawM 
upon  figures,  to  which  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  for  tbe 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  objefi. 

When  the  papers  were  afterwards  prefented,  Mr.  Sbcridai 
moved  to  have  them  printed. 

A  fbort  converfation  then  took  place  between  the  Qbi^ 
ceHor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  tbe  groufdof 
its  b?-ing  impoffible  to  have  all  the  pnpers  printed  in  rime  faf 
the  next  day.  In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  it  cameoil^ 
that  a  material  point  in  the  difcuffion  would  betheconfideia* 
tion  of  the  dfpofal  of  the  money  voted  for  the  finifliing  « 
Carleton  Houfe,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  yefterday  morning 
received  a  letter  on  the  fubjedl  officially  from  Lord  Sootb- 
ampton,  which  Mr.  Sheriibn  wiOied  to  have  laid  bdbrethe 
Houfe.  Mr  Pitt  faid  he  really  had  not  had  fufficient  leifoK 
toconfider  what  was  proper  to  he  ^one  with  it,  or  what  aifc- 
fwer  to  fend,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  need  not  be 
afraid  of  his  wifhing  to  conceal  it ;  fince  if  he  could  have  any 
fuch  defire,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  carry  it  intoeied,  ^ 
the  perfon  who  fent  it  might  furnlfli  a  copv. 
^  Ihe  order  of  the  day  for  reading  the  Sierra  LeoniJbS 
the  third  time^  being  moved,  it  was  accordingly  read. 

3  Digitized  by  ^OOQlC 


A*  tjgU  t>    E    B    A    1*    E    9»  57^ 

Mr,  Cawthorncy  in  a  fpecch  of  fome  length,  oppofed  the  Mr.  Caw- 
bill)  which,  he  faid,  he  conceived  it  almoft  impoffible  thornc. 
flicJuld  pafs  into  a  lawi  His  firil  objedion  \^as,  that  the  bill 
Buthorited  His  Majefty  to  make  a  grant  of  lands  which  he 
Very  much  doubted  whether  His  Majefty  had  any  right  to 
grant ;  certain  he  was,  that  Houfe  had  ho  right  to  interfere 
refpe<aingthem.  He  ftated,  that,  in  1787,  King  Torn,  a 
Superior  of  the  diftrifl  or  peninfula  of  Sierra  Leone,  had 
been  prevailed  upon  to  grant  r^at  peninfula  to  certain  perfonj 
Vhjch  the  humanity  of  this  country  had  taken  out  of  the 
Areets  of  the  metropolis,  and  fecit  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  fame 

J  ear,  in  the  Nautilus,  Captain  Thompfon,  which  grant 
dr.  Cawthorne  defired  to  have  read. 
It  was  read  accordingly,  and  appeared  to  be  a  formal  grant 
of  the  lands  in  queftion  to  Captain  Thompfon,  and  the  per- 
Ibns  he  had  brought  with  him,  and  to  them  and  their 
heirs  for  everj  and  was  fubfcribed  with  the  mark  of  King 
^om. 

The  circumfiance  of  its  being  fubfcribed  with  the  mark  of 
a  fovereign  provokmg  a  laugh,  Mr.  Cawthorne  proceeded  to 
fpeak  of  it  in  a  jocular  manner,  obferving  that  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible  to  confider  either  the  circumflance  or  the  bill  in  a  fe* 
riou&  light,  of  to  argue  the  ful>je6l  gravely.  Were  he  to 
ftate  all  that  he  knew  upon  the  fubjefl,  he  faid,  he  fliould 
>:onceive  that  thk  Houfe  muft  reject  the  bill.  A  code  of  laws» 
he  obferved,  had  been  drawn  up  for  the  fettlers  pf  1787,  by 
that  philanthropic  genius  Mr.  Granville  Sharpe ;  but  what 
did  the  new  fettlers  do?  They  plundered  and  attacked  one 
another,  and  fold  all  the  Aores  that  were  left  with  them. 
King  Tom  ilying  foon  after  he  had  made  the  grant  of  the  ' 
peninfula,  which  had  been  read,  he  was  fucceeded  by  a  King 
James;  who  fo  far  from  thinking  himfelf  bound  by  the 
grant  of  his  predeceflbr,  fcized  upon  fome  of  the  new  comers, 
fold  them  for  flaves  to  Britifh  merchants,  and  drove  the 
fettlers  out  of  the  diftri£^;  and  they  were  now,  as  he  under* 
flood,  a  great  way  up  the  country. 

By  the  prcfent  bill,  the  Houfe  were  by  charters  to  ratify 
the  King's  giving  this  peninfula  to  the  new  company,  ia 
order  that  they  might  explore  the  hidden  treafures  of  Africa. 
To  that  objeSjt  Mr.  Cawthorne  faid,  he  had  no  obje£lion; 
but  as  the  river,  upon  which  the  new  fettlement  was  to  be 
made,  had  been  always  traded  to,  had  been  open  to  all  na* 
tiont,  and  the  African  trade  (hips  had  always  put  in  there  to 
re£t,  wood  and  wj^ter,  and  to.  provide  themfelves  wi(h 
whatever  they  flbod  in  need  of,  if  the  bill  were  to  pafs,  they 
nauft  be  depriyed  of  a  right  which  they  had  freely  excrcifed^ 
for  years,,  and  be  fubjeft  to  whatever  tax  the  new  company 
ihould  chink  proper  to  impofe.     On  thefe  grounds  of  objec- 
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tion   baving/dwelt  for  foms  time,    Mr.   Cawthoroetb 

ftatedy  that  Parliament  in  the  25th  of  the  late  King  had  gici 

fo  large  a  fum  as  i^o^oool^  to  have  the  trade  to  Africa  wsk 

free,    and   thrown  open;   \fhich  falutary  meafore  vori^ 

he  faid,  be  entirely  defeated  by  the  prefent  bilL   He  <m 

eluded  with  inferring  from  the  pbfervations  which  had  im 

made,   that  the  objed  of  the;^  oerfons  interefied  in  tb  M 

was  not  what  it  was  held  ouF'fd'be,  but  fometbiif  flM| 

that  was  uilexplained,  and  thetc|bre  he  declared  be  wooUi^ 

pofe  it.  « 

Lord         Lord  Shield  had  alwayS  difapproved,  be  faid»  tk  Ml 

Sheffield,  but  in  proportfion  to  the  information  and  knonWge  lit% 

quired  of  the  fubjeft,  bis  objeSfons  to  it  becam^flaoreiHl^ 

ble  ;  he  difapproved  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  tt'ik 

ohjeft  was  to  eftablifh  a  colony.    ^Vk^  had  colonies  om 

and  this  would  be  a  fource  of  expence,  would  pipve  ik 

ftruftion  of  bur  people,  and  may  probably  bte  the  dieasK 

provoking  quarrels  with  other  powers.     Hethoi^c 

the  preamble  furni(hed   fu£Scient  ground  for  rej^if 

bill)  being  infidious  and  fallacious,  and  not  holdii^  oH 

real  ohje£t.  •.  The  bill  pretended  to  a  trade  with  iht  M 

parts  of  Africa;  yet  Sierra  Leone  is  fituated  on  neadf 

moft  prominent  part  of  that  quarter  of  the  world  '^ 

the  Weft,  and  the  river,  which  is  the  only  one  € 

of  1600  miles,  is  not  navigable  for  the  fmalkft  kattal 

50  miles.     His  Lordlhip  obferved,  that  the  particular'* 

of  thofe  concerned  are  told,  that  the  objed  of  thebiU 

abolifh  the  flave  trade;'  that  the  intention  is  to  raile 

without  Haves,  while  others  were  told,  that  neither  a  1 

nor  exclufive  privileges,  nor  monopoly  were  intended; 

yet  the  words,  <<  fole  and  abfolute  polleffion,'*  1 

the  bill.     He  faid«  he  could  not  but  confider  die 

fyftem  of  exclufivc  trader   piecemeal,  as  one  of  the 

tnebill,  for  the  opening  of  which  the  public  had  jai 

wards  of  i  i2,oool.  to  the  African  Company  about  40 

ago.    His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  animaa vertmg  00 

claufesof  thebill. 

Mf •  Mr.  H.  Thornton  faid,  he  had  waited  to  hear  all  ^ 

'^horaton  jeSions  which  gentleman  could  ftatc  againft  the  "^ 

order  to  fave  the  time  of  the  Houie  by  givingone 

ply  to  them,  aAd  ir^  the  hope  that  one  geutkman 

Iwer  the  other.    Th$  objections  Which  had  been  node 

bill,  beoMerved,  were  not  more  numerous  than 

tory  of  each  other;   and  if  he  could  have  prevailed  oa 

to  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  fuch  an  argument 

pofing  one  objedlion  to  another,  as  they  had  beea  i 

the  Counfel  at  the  bar  of  t)ie  Houfe,'  he  conU  eaflf 

Ihf  wn  that  more  was  faid  in  favour  of  Che  bill  by  tioc* 

I. 

—  Digitized  by  ^OOQlC 


'A.  1791.  DEBATES.  579 

gentleman,  than  againft  it.  Having  premifed  this^  Mr. 
'J  homton  enumerated  the  different  grounds  of  objedlion  that 
iiadbeen  taken  againft  the  bill.  When  firft  brought  in^  he 
laid,  it  h^d  been  obje<Sled  to  as  a  grant  of  country  which  His 
Majefiy  had  no  right  to  give.  1  he  hSt  was»  it  granted  no 
land  whatevery  but  enabled  His  Majefty  to  grant  fuch  land  as 
he  fliould  hereafter  poflefs  in  confequence  of  purchafes  to  b^ 
made.  Another  objedion  was>  that  the  bill  was  .calculated 
to  eftablifh  a  monopoly.  1  his  alfo  bad  been  refuted,  and  it 
had  been  (hewn^  that  it  was  no  monopoly,  but  that  it  was 
Intended  to  fectire  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  upon  public-  fpirited 
notives,  mixed  with  fohie  fpeculative  views  of  commerce, 
^were  willing  to  venture  a  certain  capital,  from  being  made 
anfwerable,  with  their  private  fortunes,  for  more  than  their 
refpedive  fhares  in  the  undertakings 

Another  ground  of  oppofit ion  had  arifen,  from  the  Weft 
India  merchants ;  and  now  they  had  to  combat  all  thefe  diffe- 
rent oppodtions,  reinforced  with  new  objeftions.  It  wa$ 
fiated,  that  they  were  about  to  take  lands,  which  might  in- 
•volve  this  country  in  aferious  quarrel  with  fomeof  the  Euro- 
pean powers^  the  French  treaty*  and  the  confequence  of  in- 
fringing on  the  rights  of  foreign  nations,  had  likewife  been 
talked  of.  Mr.  Thor;iton  repeated  his  aflertions  that  the 
)>i!l  did  not  enable  the  King  to  grant  lands  belonging  to  any 
Prince,  nor  did  it  infringe  the  rights  of  any  country  what- 
^er.  He  admitted  that  Englifhmen  had  a  right  to  trade  all 
arround  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  other  nations  had  the  fame 
right,  and  were  therefore  precifely  in  the  fame  fituation 
that  they  were  before.  No  perfon  whatever,  who  had,  or 
could  be  fuppofed  to  have,  any  particular  intereft  in  the 
trade,  obje£led  to  the  prefent  bill.  Mr.  Anderfon,  he  de- 
clared, was  the  pnly  gentleman  mterefted^  or  who  camt 
within  that  defcription,  and  Mr*  Anderfon  did  not  oh]eSt  to 
it.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary,  Mr.  Thornton  obferved, 
tbat  on  a  late  queftion,  viz.  the  motion  for  an  abolition  of 
the  (lave  trade,  two  of  the  arguments,  rooft  infifted  on,  bad 
been,  that  nothing  was  to  be  produced  in  Africa  butflaves, 
and  that  the  Weftlndies  could  not  be  cultivated  without 
flaves;  an.'l  yet  thevprefei^t  bill  was  obje£led  to  by  fome  of 
the  gentlemen  wha  had  held  thofe  arguments;  they  now 
turned  the  tables  on  the  friends  to  abolitioti,  and  faid  they 
were  going  to  fet  forward  a  cultivation,  which  ought  to  be 
cliecked;  andoppofed  their  attempting  to  efte£l  their  defign 
bytheemployment  of  free  people,  as  they  had  bound  them- 
fcives  not  to.  employ  flaves. 

Mr.  Thornton  ftated  the  bill,  to  be  a  bill  calculated  to 
give  effedl  to  the  public  fpirit  of  a  few  gentlemen,  who  were 
willing  to  rifquc  fome  lofs,  which  they  muft  neceffarily  ex«     r 
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pe£l  in  the  oQtfet  of  their  undertaking,  and   to  make  9ifm 
experiment  ai  cuhivuiion,    where  land  bad  the  misfortnft; 
not  to  be  cultivated.     Much,  of  what  Mr.  Thornton  iai^i 
wa$  intended  as  anfwers  to  Lord  Sheffield's  obje6)ions.     %^ 
then  added  feme  general  obfervations  on  its  being  the  intent 
of  this  country  to  encourage  cultivation  in  every  part  of  dip 
worldy  and  concluded  with  hopiag,  that  upon  a  right  coairj 
preheniion  of  the  real  objeds  of  his  b|ll,  the  P|oufe  woul4  tbilfc 
it  ought  to  pafs, 
Mr.  Caw-      ^,.^   Cawtborne  rofe  to  explain,    and  chiefly  confirflMi 
°'*^'      what  he  faid  in  that  part  of  his  argument,  which  had  gone  l» 
(hew,  that  the  bill  gave  the  company  an  exclufive  tiadi% 
which  fiiight  pfoye  obnoxious  to   France  and   ptfaei'  nt 
tions. 
Sir  Wm.        Sir  ffllliam  Toung  faid,  wh^n  the  bill  had  been  firft   movcA 
Youii^.     f^j.^  1^^  1,3  j  y^^^  nafned  as  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  prepare  ii^ 
as  it  was  fuppofed  he  cnuil  be  friendly  to  fuch  propoiitio^J 
and  he  had  prevailed  011  thp  hpnoorabl^  gentleroao  whp 
ipoved  it,  to  defer  the  ff^cpnd  r^^ding  of  the  bill  till  afier  thp 
queft ion  of  the  abolition  of  the  ilavc  trade  was  difpoied  q4 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  hi|d  co|nplied  with.     Froa 
the  arguments  which  be  had  ufe^  upop  tl>e  queftion  of  tl« 
flave  trade,  Sir  William,  declare4  he  held  himfelf  boand  ttt 
fvpport  the  bill,    which  he  did  moft  cordially,    con£-ffi«|^ 
th^t  he  thought  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  concera* 
<pd,  were  praife-worthy  for  the  experiment.      He  faid^  hi 
y^as  no  friend  to  monopolies,  and  he  was  employing  a  pfl| 
pf  his  fortunis  in  endeavouring  to  break  up  one  monopoly^ 
he  meant  tlie  Hudfon's  Bay   Coqipany.     Sir  William  ob> 
ferved)  that  he  had  on  a  former  d^y  difclaimed  the  refoiutioni 
that  might  he  come  to  upon  th({  fubje£t  of  the  bill  by  the 
ineetingof  the  Weft- India  merchants,  and  inconfcquence^  ht 
faid,  liis  name  had  been  improperly  made  ufe  of,  and  bis 
fentiments  miftated.     He  explained  the  nature  of  the  meet- 
ings of  Weft^India  merchants,  and  faid  they  did  not  always 
meet  to  concur   with  the   Weft-Ipdia  planters.     He  fpoke 
highly  of  the  refpedabtlity  of  the  merchants,  who  aiSzmbleil 
at  fuch  meetings,  and  faid,  he  bowed  to  their  charader,  and 
he  bowed  to  their  underftanding,  but  he  could  npt   bow  to 
their  dictates,  becaufe  the  Weft-India  iflands  had  legiflatorts 
of  their  owfi,    and,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  never 
would  admit  that  any  meeting  here,  however  refpedable  and 
well  informed  the  perfons  alfembled  at  them  might  be,  had  a 
right  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  fpeak  fox  the  legiflatures  ^ 
the  Weft-india  iflands,    or  to  anfwer  Wnat  their  condaQ 
would  be.     Sir  William  fuggcfted  an  amendment  which  he 
thought  neccflary  in  the  bill. 

Mr 
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Mr.  BhxIou  acknoy^ledged  it  gave  him  pleafure  to  fee  that  Mr. 
I  different  mode  of  obtaining  foreign  territory  had  taken  ^u^toiu 
place,  in  the  in^ance  of  Africa,  from  that  which  had  hitherto 
prevailed  in  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  mark  of  n 
King  Tom  or  a  King  Jamie  fubicri^d  to  a  grant,  was  to 
biro  infinite!  J  more  fatisfadkory,  than  the  abominable  and 
tiarbairous  pradice  pf  feizing  yipon  territory  by  driving  the 
inhabitants  from  thieir  CQVintry«  Mr.  Buxton  faid  he  was 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  declaring  that,  he  lameqted  the 
not  having  being  able  to  be  in  tbe  Houfe  to  give  his  vote, 
9nd<expref8  his  abhorrence  of  the  inhuman  practice  of  the 
ilave  tr;»de..  Had  he  not  been  confined  with  illnefs,  he 
flkould  have  beeq  on^  of  the  inoft  zealous  advocates  for  the 
«|lK>|ition« 

Mr.  J?iiiT^rJconndered  the  bill  as  the  firft  fiep  towards      Mr. 
the  civilization  of  Africa,    and  the  confequent  abolition  of  Barrard, 
fbe  ilave  trade.     He  defended  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  whichf 
|i^  faid,  had  uodifguife  in  it, 

Mr.  Stanley  (Attorney  General  for  the  Leeward  iflands,     Mr. 
^d  Agent  for  Nevis)  opjefted  to  the  bill.     He  complained  Siaolcy, 
pf  gentlemen's  taking  every  opportunity  to  introduce  the 
poor,  unfortunate,  profcribed  Weft  Indians;    ^nd  charged 
feveral  of  the  fpeakers  in  the  debate  with  having  gone  out  of 
their  way  to  talk  againft  the  flave  trade.     He  faid,   the  ar- 
guments lie  had  the  honour  of  ftating,  when  the  queftion  of 
the  abolition  of  the  ilav^  trade  bad  been  under  difcuffion^ 
were  certainly  given   in  a  loofe,    deranged,    and  undigefted 
ihape,  but  they  had  been  fincerely  fpoken,    and  founded  in   . 
peribnal  knowledge  and  perfonal  experience.      After  four 
months  illnefs  he  had   delivered  fentiments^  which-  being 
founded  on   the  information  obtained  and  coliefbed  from 
private  papers,  was  more  to  be  depended  on,  than  any  thing 
to  be  found  in  fpequlative  ideas*     Mr.  Stanley  faid,  he  was 
the  firft  of  a  profcribed  family  which  a  century  ago  had  been 
driven  from  England;  and  though  he  had  now   returned  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his  native  country,  he 
aflfured  the  Houfe,  that  feelings  of  compaflion  for  the  African 
iav^s  employed  in  the  Weft  India  plantations,    glowed  as 
warmly  in  his  breaft  as  in  tliofe  of  any  gentleman  who  trod 
tbe  floor  of  that  Houfe;  and  he  would  inform  them,  that 
immediately  after  the  queft ion  of  the  abolition  of  the  ilave 
trade  had  been  difpofed  of,  every  Agent  to  the  iflands  had 
written  to  their  conftituents  earneftly  to  advife  them  to 
take  the  firft  opportunity  ofrevifing  their  flaves  laws,  and 
ameliorate  the  ftate  and   condition  of  their  flaves,    telling 
them  at  the  fame  time   that  it  would  be  the  only  poflible 
means  of  preventing  the  Britifli  Parliament  from  intermed- 
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dling  in  a  manner,  neither  agreeable  to  their  wiiheSi  norcw* ' 
ducive  to  their  interefts. 

Mr,  Stanley  adverted  to  what  Sir  William  YoungeU 
faid>  and  having  commented  on  the  argument  of  the  hoaooE* ' 
able  Bart,  with  whpra,  he  faid»  he  had  enjoyed  a  long  acqiiaint- 
ance,  he  proceeded  to  the  immediate  fubjedl,  that  of  tb 
bill  before  the  Houfe;  which  he  declared  to  be,  in  his  mi4 
an  a£t  of  f^U  defe^  as  to  its  own  avowed  purpofes,  He  n» 
gretted  that  there  were  not  more  gentlemen  of  that'piet 
iion  of  which  he  was  an  unworthy  Member,  prefent,  to  Icln 
certain  doubts  which  he  entertained  refpeding  the  I^pitf 
of  fome  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Stanley  was  bai 
entering  into  a  difcuffion  of  King  Tom's  grants  prondonciit 
it  a  circumftance  that  would  render  us  the  laughing  fto(i«' 
Europe ;  and  queftioning  whether^  according  to  the  qofflmoft 
rules  of  legal  conveyance  in  this  country,  the  diftrift  codi 
befo  conveyed;  when  he  was  informed  by  Mf.Tbomto% 
that  the  claufe  he  had  alluded  to,  had  been  left  outoftk 
bill^  which  did  not  contain  one  fy liable  relative  to  Kin^  Tea 
or  his  grant.  He  then  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the  (ettkiDcat 
of  1787,  and  of  feveral  other  pertinent  points,  anddectorf 
that  he  had  before  opened  his  mind  on  the  fubjed  totheho* 
pourable  gentleman,  and  that  he  fpoke  as  a  Meibber  d 
Parliament^  and  not  in  any  private  charade  or  xap 
city, 
Mr.  J.T.  Mr.  y.  71  Stanley  rok  to  fay  a  very  few  words.  Ht  fc» 
Stanley,  clared  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  objedion  coold  beem 
tertained  to  the  execution  of  a  fair  experiment.  Wbeo  tb 
queftion  of  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  had  been  agitatdi 
It  had  been  ftated  that  Africa  could  not  be  cultivated,  vA 
that  it  would  yield  no  traffic  but  that  offlaves;  the  bill  on* 
der  coniideration  aimed  at  fomething  which  would  do  mj 
that  argument,  and  which  promifed  the  greateft  advantJge^ 
by  employing  the  Africans  at  home  and  cultivating  the 
country;  he  was  amazed  therefore  that  the  merchants  IhouiD 
make  any  oppofition  to  it. 
Mr.  M.  Mr.  M.  Montagu  rofe  in  fupport  of  the  bill.  When  tto 
IfoDtago.  queftion  of  the  abolition  of  the  ilave  trade  was  under  condd^ 
ration,  he  faid,  the  advocates  for  that  trade  bad  contcwH 
that  Africa  could  not  be  cultivated ;  and  now  they  took  too 
much  upon  themfelves,  when  they  refifted  a  bill  to  authorisi 
the  cultivation  of  thirty  miles  only  out  of  12,000  fcagw^ 
Mr.  Montagu  obferved,  that  the  friends  and  fuppoittrs  rf 
the  flave  trade  objected  to  the  newly-intended  companfi  ^ 
aikingfor  an  exclufive  right,  abfolutely  neccffary  to  lk» 
objed^,  when  they  themfelves  claimed  an  exclufive  rif^ttoM^ 
the  African  negroes  in  flavery. 
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Mu  Robert  Thornton  faid,  he  had  feelings  on  the  (ubjcd,  Miv  R* 
which  he  wiflied  Co  communicate  to  the  Houfe.  He  wifhed  Thornto* 
to  fupport  a  biJl  brought  in,  and  fo  ably  defended  by  his  ho- 
nourable relationi  becaufe  it  was  calculated  to  relieve  the 
imferable  Africans,  by  opening  a  door  to  a  more  honourable 
and  profitable  trade,  than  that  in  ilaves.  It  would  tend,  to 
promote  the  happinefs  of  millions.'  Thofe  therefore  muft 
tote  for  it,  whogave  way  tothediflates  ofconfcience,  and, 
the  feelings  of  humanity. 

yir.  jUdefman  fVatfon  iec\2LTtA  he  would  not  have  rifen,  Mr.  A!d» 

butforfom^hing  that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gen-Watfos. 

lleman  behind  Mm,   (Mr.  J.  T.  Stanley.)    That  honour* 

'^le  gentleman  had  expreiled  his  furprife  that  the  merchants 

fliould  oppofe  the  bill.     Mr.   Watfon  faid,  he  knew  of  no 

•erchant  in  or  out  of  that  Houfe  who  did  oppofe  it»     The 

merchants,  he  believed,  were  not  againft  the  paf&ng  of  the 

..bill,  the  principle  of  which  was  the  cultivation  of  mankind^ 

Vmd  to  find  a  vent  for  our  manufaSures;  both  of  them  laud« 

able  objects*    The  gentlemen,  who  were  readv  in  a  moft 

fublic  fpxritedmannerto  rifque  a  part  of  their  rortunes,  de« 

fired  not  to  b^  jnade  anfwerable  for  more  than  their  refpe£kiv0 

flures.    Was  there  any  thing  unreafonable  in  that?   un-^ 

doubtedly  not ;  the  Bank  and  the  Eaft  India  Company  en* 

joyed  the  fame  advantage,  in  common  with  many  other  pub* 

lie  companies.    He  had  been  one,  the  Alderman  faid,  wh6  / 

voted  againA  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  and  he  had  op-i- 

pofed  it  from  motives  as  iair^  and  principles  as  pure,  as  thofe 

of  any  gentleman  who  fupported  the  other  fide  of  that  quef-* 

tion.    He  was  one  alfo,  who  faid,  that  he  did  not  think  that 

the  country  of  Africa  could  be  cultivated ;  but  if  there  were 

men  enterprizing  enough  to  attempt  it,   bethought  they 

ought  to  be  free  to  venture,    and  he  would  not  oppofe  the 

execution  oif  the  experiment.    Happy  fliould  be  be,  if  the 

condition  of  thofe  poor  people  could  be  meliorated. 

Mr.  Hippejley  thought  that  the  gentlemen  who  fupported  Mr. 
the  bill,  were  infinitely  too  fanguine  in  their  expectations.  Hippefle]^ 
The  experiment  had  been  tried  fome  vears  fince,  on  the  very 
fpot ;  and  Mr.  Hippefley  obferved,  that  it  had  been  his  fate 
(very  relufiantly)  to  have  vifited  that  part  of  the  coaft  of 
Africa  in  the  fame  year,  when  not  one  of  ten  of  the  perfons 
landed  there  with  a  view  to  form  the  fettlement,  were  to  bd 
found;  the  mortality  had  beep  fo  great,  that  more  thai) 
diree-fourths  had  died  within  the  year,  and  the  reft  bad  emi- 
grated. A  fert  of  exclufive  right  was  now  fet  up,  under  a 
grant  by  ope  ^f  the  native  Chids,  called  King  Tom,  which 
grant  had  been  read,  and  authenticated  by  Hif  majeftfs  mark  ; 
and  an  application  was  now  made  to  Parliapient  to  confirm 
tfais  ceiEoo.    Mr.  Hippefley  faid^  (hat  during  bis  own  (hart 

refideoct 
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refidence  at   Sierra  Leone,  he  undetftood  fliat    the  grant  of 
King  Tom  had  been  controverted  hj  another  Chiefs  who 
claimed  the  property  of  the  foil,  and  that  forme  of  our  fct- 
tlers  had  been  taken  forcibly  away  by  thatChief^   and  Ibldjf 
flaves.     With  refpefl  to  tho  general  and  avowed   princfipk  of 
the  bill,  he  {hould  fav  nothing;  but  hd  thooght  fom^of  the 
,  provifions  of  it  bore  nafd  on  the  private  fadories  edablifliei 
on  the  river,  and  on  thofe  who  freqo^ited  that   part  of  the 
coaft ;  for  the  recited  grant,  in  fad,  comprehended  all  tiik 
whole  fouthern  ftiore,  which  alone  was  acceflible   for  an* 
choring      The  fouth  bank  of  the  river  was  on  the  decIiWr^ 
of  a  mountain,  and  of  courfc  had  deep  water  immediately 
under  it,  where  all  the  (hips  anchored,  for  the  convenieocy 
of  wood  and  water,  which  were  plentifully  fupplied  froiii  W 
tnountains.     Ihe  oppofite  (hore  was  low,  fwampy,  bad  no 
good  water,    and  very  bad   anchorage,    infomuch   fcs  that 
the  ihtp  in  which  Mr.  Hippefley  was  a  pailenger,    had  afiv* 
ally  been  loll  on  the  funken  rocks,  in  keeping  too  near  that 
fhore.     The  monopoly,  therefore,  which  was  the  objeS  of 
the  prefent  bill,  muft  he  injurious  to  other  traders,  whc^  m 
fa6t,  had  the  priority  of  fettlement,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
bpneficial  to  the  preient  adventurers. 
Mr.  Mr.  Devaynes  believed  he  might  venture  to  Uj  tliere^wai 

Devaynes.  not  ^  finer  country  in  the  world.  Few  men,  he  conceived, 
had  been  provided  with  an  opportunity  of  knowing  fo  mod 
'  T>f  the  country  a^  he  did ;  he  had  been  up  it  to  a  confiderabfe 
extent,  anJ  he  had  proofs  that  coiFee  and  cotton  were  pro* 
duced  in  abundance,  and  that  fugargrewalmoft  fpontaneouily. 
The  natives,  he  faid,  would  bring  down  forty  pounds  of  fa- 
gar,  or  canes  equal  to  prodiTce  that  quantity,  and  fell  it  for 
twopence-halfpenny,  or  thereabouts :  but  they  were  particu- 
larly fond  of  felling  it  to  the  Englifli,  becaufe  they,  in  that 
cafe^  got  that  fum,  and  a  dram  into  the  bargain.  Mr.  De> 
vaynes  farther  enlarged  on  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  tbo 
genial  nature  of  the  climate. 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided ; 

Ayes,  87;  Noes,  g. 
,     The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  pal&d. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

TuifJof^  ^\ft  Maj. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  reTotte 
itfelf  into  a  Committee' of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  iior 
removing  doubts  refpe<fting  the  rights  and  fundions  of  jariii 
in  cafes  of  libels,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  took  the  chair.  The 
bill  was  read  ov^r  a  firft  time,  and  the  qaeftion  being  p«^ 
•*  That  the  preamble  be  poftponed/* 
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The  Solicitor  General  ohjefled  to  the  preamble)  as  being  too  Solicitor 
rcneral.  Hefnidhehad  an  amendment  to  propofe,  and  he  GcncraU 
vould  take  the  liberty  to  Rate  the  alteriitioh  he  wifhed  to  be 
nade  in  the  bill,  in  that  Itage  of  it.  1  he  right  honourable 
nover,  and  the  learned  gentleman  who  feconded  him,  had, 
n  his  apprthenfioh^  introtliiced  this  bill  in  a  manner  that  wjls 
ixtren>cJy  wife  and  proper.  'J  he  complaints  that  had  been 
Hated  l»y  the  right  h  jnourable  mover,  and  by  hijs  learned 
fiend,  werfe  with  regard  to  the  inconveniences  that  refulted 
from  the  doftrine  delivered  by  Judges  to  juries  on  trials  in 
tafcs  of  libH-  As  it  was  thei^  intention,  fo  it  was  rheir  duty 
to  jreniove  that  inconvenience  ;  but  the  Hbufe  ought  to  think 
with  gfeat  delilierition  oh  the  fubjeft,  before  they  ftated  a 
general  principle  of  the  crimihal  laws  of  England.  If  he  un- 
Jcr  flood  the  right  honourable  mover,  and  the  learned  gentle- 
man v^ho  ftconded  the  motion,  it  was,  that  juries  had  the 
time  power,  the  fame  acknowledged  power,  with  refpedi  to 
Hie  crime  of  making  or  publiftiing  a  libel,  as  they  wterc  un- 
flerftood  to  have  with  regard  to  any  other  (pecies  of-  fad, 
l^hich  the  law  of  England  had  denominated  a  crime ;  and  As 
the  jury  by  this  bill  might  give  a  general  verdidV,  without 
taking  the  advice  of  the  Judges  in  matters  of  law,  it  was  his 
wilh  tQtnake  an  alteration  in  the  preamble!  "  And  whereas 
"  doubts  have  arifen  whether  on  the  trial  of  an  indidlment, 
*'  or  information,  fot"  ^he  making  or  ptiblifhing  any  libel,  it 
**  be  competent  to  the  jury  to  take  into  their  cbnfideration 
"  the  whole  matter  of  the  charge  contained  in  fuch  indi6t- 
"  ment  or  information.*'  Mr.  Solicitor, -after  the  word 
**  jury,'*  propofedto  infert thefe words,  "with  the  afEftance 
*'  anddireftionof  the  Judge  in  matters  of  la w^."  He  thought 
this  amendment  wbuld  meet  the  Ideas  of  the  Committee.  He 
conceived  that  in  the  bill  there  was  a  prorifo  which  left  the 
defendant  in  ^his  fituation,  that  he  might  withdraw  himfeJf 
from  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  jury.  The  matter  of  the  libel 
inuft  be  ftated  in  the  information,  and  the  defendant  might 
fay,  «  1  will  not  cal]  on  tlie  jury  to  determine  any  thing, 
**  but  I  rather  wi(h  to  apply  tp  the  Court  by  demurrer,  whc- 
"  thcr  the  matter  charged  againft  me,  is,  or  is  not,  in  law, 
.**  al>bel.'*  If  he  chofe  to  go  t^  the  jury,  and  they  pro- 
ndunced  him  guilty,  the  jury  would  have  done  nothing,  be-* 
caufe  the  defendant  had  an  opportunity  to  come  again  fo  the 
Coort,  and  to  alk  the  Court  this  que/tion;  though  the  jury 
had  faid  he  was  guilty,  he  had  a  right  to  aft.  the  Court  whe- 
ther in  point  of  law  he  Was  guilty  }  and  he  had  a  right  to  go 
to  the  laft  refort,  the  Houfe  of  JLords.  Mr.  Solicitor  con- 
ceived this  to  be  one  reafon  why  the  preamble  fhould  not 
ftand  as  it  did.  Although  libels'  might  be  put  on  the  level 
^ith  all  other  criminal  cafes,  yet  it  was  impoffible  to  put  all  - 
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other  criminal  cafes  on  the  fame  level  with  libeli,  and  tbo^ 

fore^  he  conceived  it  Would  be  better  to  leave  out  of  the  |i^ 

amble  any  thing  refpe6ling  other  criminal  cafes.    There vop 

fonie  other  crimes  where  the  whole  matter  might  appear  # 

tlie  face  of  the  indiflmenti  and  in  thofe  cafes  the  defeoU 

had  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  wl^ 

ther  thejur;^  had  decided  rightly.     But  it  muft,  hefaki,cr 

cur  to  every   man  near  him»  that  th^re  were  a  numberj 

cafeSy  in  which,  if  the  jury  took  upon  themfelves  the  ji 

diflion  to  decide  both  on  the  law  and  the  fa£l,  and  foni 

defendant  guilty,  this  might  bo  the  cafe.    Suppofe^  fo^ 

ftance,  faid  Sir  John,  the  cafe  of  murder^  in  which  the  i 

dence  proved  that  the  fafls  did  not  confiitute  the  criot 

murder^  and   that  the  defendant,  in  poiat  of  law,  oug|kt 

bf  acquitted,  a  cafe^  however,  might  happen,  in  whidjp 

jury  might  fay,  we  will  not  acquit  him,  but  find  him  gom 

there  was  then  no  other  remedy  but  that  of  applying  to  Dp 

Majefty,  as  the  fountain  of  mercy.     He  faid,  he  had  •# 

lioned  thefe  things  principally  with  a  view  to  (hew  why  h; 

wiihed  to  make  an  amendment  in  this  bill.    1a  order  to  # 

mcnArate  that  great  refped  ought  to  be  paid  to  thediief^fl 

of  the  Judge,  in  a  point  of  law,  Mr.  Solicitor  faid,  hcww 

refer  to  fome  of  the  grcatefl  ornaments  of  the  law*   fte 

in  oonfirmation  of  this  oofition,  hereaJ  a  long  paflagefiM 

Mr.  Jullice  Fofter,  and  fupportcd  his  arguments  by  thear 

thorities  of  Lord  Hale  and  Lord  Kaims.     He  faid  he  badtii 

cioubts  whetlier,  after  the  bill  pafled,  it  would  be  necefi^ 

to  fct  forth  the  whole  libel  on  the  record.    Thefe  woedl 

remarks  that  had  occurred  to  him,  and  if  they  wert  wcrtk 

any  tiling  they  would  be  attended  to,  ^nd  if  not,  be  did  ii 

wilh  that  any  notice  (hould  be  taken  of  them. 

}dr>  Fox.       Mf«  J^oXf  \n  fupport  of  his  bill,  faid,  he  jm  perfoaW 

there  was  much  more  difficulty  in  wording*  bill  of  thijfcil^ 

^  than  many  gentlemen  imagined ;  and  therefore  he  wasoHfll 

to  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  and  to  any  <^ 

Member,  who  could  give  him  fuch  affiftancc  as  might  top 

to  render  the  bill  as  perfe6l  as  poffible*     He  conceived  ih 

grievance  in  the  prefent  ftate  to  be  fuch,  as  would  ondodil* 

cdly  have  induced  him   to  have  waved  all  difcuffionof  »W 

was  law,  and  to  have  left  that  completely  in  doubt,  ntb^ 

than  Ipfe  the  benefit  of  the  other  part  of  the  bill   Tig 

were,  he  thought,  three  or  four  fliades  of  this  bufiotls.  V 

conceived  that  juries  had  a  right  to  decide  on  the  intentij 

for  the  intention  was  matter  of  faft.    The  dificrence  v 

tween  murder  and  maoflaughter  had  been  held  to  bemaWf 

of  law.    Another  thing  was  the  tendency  andcfcft** 

Jibel,  whidi  Mr.  Fox  faii  he  conceived  to  be  as  nearly  nat* 

ttf  b€t  as  poifiblc.    The  conftrudloQ  9f  a  wUV  of  >  ^^ 
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nenty  of  a  deed,  or  of  any  legal  inilrument,  w^s  certainly 
natter  of  law,  but  the  queftion  whether  fuch  a  libel  had  or 
had  not  fuch  a  tendency,  waS  merely  matter  of  fad,  and  yet 
feme  had  conceived  it  to  be  matter  of  law«  With  regard  to 
EDurder,  be^^wned  he  had  always  fejt  confideroble  difficulty 
tn  deciding  on  that  point  The  opinions  of  eminent  Lawyers 
bad  always  great  weight  with  him ;  they  had  probably  fettled 
the  point  in  a  way  that  was  juft  and  proper.  It  bad  always 
l^peared  to  him  that  befi<]es  the  naked  fafls,  and  abftraA 
law,  as  applied  to  thofe  fa£ls,  there  was  fomething  between 
them  which  he  could  call  by  no  other  name  than  the  applica- 
tion of  law  to  thofe  fa£ls;' and  there  was  a  qaeftion  fpooe- 
times  mixed  of  law  and  fad,  and  that  quedion  muft  go  to 
rtiejury.  He  thought  it  wasfafernot  to  diftinguifli  between 
&d  and  law  but  that  the  whole  ihould  go  to  the  jury.  It 
was  poffible  that  the  Judge  might  maintain  that  to  be  mat^ 
terof  law  which  the  jury  might  conceive,  or  the  counfelfor 
the  defendant  contend,  to  be  matter  of  fad.  He  conceived 
it  to  be  univerfal  in  all  trials  by  jury,  for  the  Judge  to  give 
his  opinion  and  advice  with  regard  not  only  to  the  law,  but 
fometimes  alfo  with  regard  to  the  fad ;  and  he  had  no  fort  of 
apprehenfion  that  the  paff  ng  of  the  bill  woutd  tend  to  pre- 
vent the  Judge  from  giving  that  advice  and  afliftance  which 
his  fuperior  learning  and  information  enabled  him  to  beftow. 
He  wilhed  the  bill  fhould  ftand'as  it  then  did,  and  that  the 
whole  matter  might  be  referred  to  the  jury.  It  was  very 
dJflFerent  from  murder,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  nothing  apj^ared 
on  the  record.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  conceived  that  notwith- 
ftanding  Lord  Mansfield's  declaration,  rhat  in  threatning 
letters  the  jury  had  only  to  confider  the  publication,  and, 
wliatever  might  be  the  cafe  in  high  treafon,  yet  in  all  cafes 
of  libels  they  muft  be  fet  forth  verbatim*  It  muft  be  left  in 
all  cafes  to  a  jury  to  infer  the  guilt  of  men,  and  an  Englifli 
(ubjed  could  not  loje  his  life  but  by  a  judgement  of  his  Peers* 
Mr.  Fox  took  occafion  to  mention  the  cafe  of  high  treafon, 
andoTert-ads  of  treafon.  He  Ihould,  he  faid,  be  very  glad 
to  accept  the  words  of  the  honourable  and  learned  eentleman, 
^  with  the  af&ftance  and  under  the  diredion  of  the  Judge  in 
^'  matters  of  law,**  were  thofe  words  not  to  create  another 
difficulty,  and  tend  to  keep  up  the  old  quarrel  in  another 
fliape;  and  inftead  of  difputing  what  was  the  province  of 
the  Judge,  as  diAi,nd  from  the  province  of  the  jury,  a  dif- 
pute  would  arife  about  what  was  law  and  what  was  fad* 
He  did  not  know  any  o^nce  that  could  be  tried  without  the 
^ffiftance  and  diredion  of  the  Tudee;  and  this  bill,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  was  only  to  put  the  ca^  otlibels  on  a  footing  witli  ^11 
.other crimioal  cafes;  he  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  word$ 

4F  a  which      , 
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which  had  been  propofed  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gBf 
tleman  were  intireiy  ufelefs  s^nd  mere  furplu&gc.  ^^ 

Mr.  Mr.  Erjkine  objedlcd  to  the  amendment  as  fubverfiTC  4 

^rikine*  ^\  ^he  advantages  which  w^re  propofed  from  the  bill  % 
adopted,  it  would  renew  all  thofe  doubts  and  difficoln% 
which  had  formerly  been  the  fource  of  fo  much  ^rienas 
and  complaint,  and  which  were  now  the  obje£ls  o\  remd^ 
He  went  on  in  ^  fpeech  ofipuch  length  anJ  ingenuirr^f 
which  he  had  occa(]on  to,  difplay  his  extent  of  legal  inforoi^ 
tion,  in  order  to  prove  the  bjid  confequences  which  wwU  A* 
fult  from  adopting  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Mr.  Bearcroft  faid,    it  was  generally    s^ctnowledged  dll 

Beatcroft.  there  was  fomething  defedlive  in  the  prefeut  fyftero  wlu^ 
fubfifted  with  regard  to  libels ;  and  he  concurred  in  tbc  n^ 
ceflity  of  applying  fome  remedy.  This  defeat,  he  (wJienA 
arofe  from  thr  foul  mixture  which  had  taken  place  intbedl 
of  libels  of  political  opinion,  which  ought  always  to  kiql 
i'eparate  fronj  the  decifiohs  of  a  Court  of  Juftice.  A  ▼ctyfci 
words,  he  conceived,  were  neceffary  to  reconcile  the  i^ 
rences  of  fentiment  which  were  entertained  onthepiiMI 
fubjeA.  Refped  was  certainly  due  to  the  opinion  of  jidp 
on  the  queftion  of  law.  But  it  was  only  necefTary  for  thfli 
in  the  cafe  pf  libel,  after  having  given  their  inllrvdionsj  i» 
fay,  "  Qentlemen  of  the  jury,  do  upon  this,  as  upoo  al' 
*'  other  occaAons.  Give  the  verdift  as  you  pleafe,  arnnp 
**  it  in  any  of  thofe  clafles  which  we  have  enumerated  aM 
^'  explained,  except  you  fhouidfind  neceflary  to  bring  int 
•'  fpeci<il  verdidl.  Hearken  to  what  we  have  nowdelivwA 
*<  but  follow  it  only  as,  upon  confideration,  you  lb)B 
*^  find  th^t  it  applies  to  the  cafe  which  you  are  now  to  1^ 

Attorney  Tht  Attorney  General  iMy  that  juries  had,  in  allcales,a 
General,  right  to  bring  in  ^  general  verdi£t,  wliich,  ilnce  the  reign^ 
Charles  U,  had  iiever,  in  any  inAance,  been  cliallengejx 
difputed.  Th^  prcfent  bill  bethought  unneceflary;  bur i» 
the  fituatiop  it  now  flood,  he  had  only  to  fay,  that  there- 
fpedl  due  to  the  opinions  of  the  Judges,  in  matters  of  U 
ought  mofl  certainly  to  be  eflabllfhed  upon  the  irnet 
grounds.  .    -:   '      - 

\Ir,Fox#  'M.T.Fox^  \r\  reply,  faid^  that  from  what  lie  had  hcanJjl^ 
was  only  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  that  the  words,  '^  by  tb 
<*  afliflanceanddireflion  of  the  Judge,^.  ought  not  tobeiV 
ferted  in  the  bill.  One  learned  gentleman  lud  faid,  tbsl 
the  jury  ought  to  hearken  to' the  opinion  of  the  Judges;  an' 
another  had  faid,  tha(  they  ought  to  regard  it  with  refpei 
He  doubted  how  far  the  terms,  either  to'  hearken  orrefpe^ 
^ould  be  defined  by  any  flatute;  and  nothing,  he  obfaM 
ought  t9  be  admitted  into  a  ftatvtej  which  was  not  pofti^ 
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id  defined.  To  hearken  and  to  refped,  were  properties  of 
lor^I  conduct  upon  which  the  judgements  of  men  were  to  be 
fercifed.  Indeed,  he  thought  that  fcarcely  any  words 
mldbeadniitted  into  the  bill  which  would  not  either  fig^ 
fy  too  much,  or  convey  too  niceadiftinflion.  He  thought, 
>wever,  that  the  ohje£t  of  the  amendment  might  be  attained,, 
f  infer  ting  a  provifo,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  prefent 
tl  which  was  intended  to  preclude  the  Judges  from  giving 
leir  opinion.  This  provifo,  however,  he  confidered  as  a 
rpiufage.  In  a  bill,  the  objedt  ofwhi^h  was  to  aflim Hate 
le  proceedings  with  regard  to  libels,  to  thofe  employed  in  all 
iminalca(es,  it  was  not  neceiTary  to  Aate  that  the  Judges 
ere  entitled  to  deliver  their  opinions  upon  this  in  the  fame  ^ 
tanner  as  upon  other  occafions.  Why  ihould  it  be  fuppofcd 
lat  there  was  any  difference?  Much  benefit  was  to  be  de- 
ved  from  the  opinions  isf  the  Judges,  both  with  regard  to 
kW  and  faft.'  Nor  did  he  think  that  any  provifo  or  am^nd- 
lent  WAS  neceiTary  to  fecure  to  the  jury  the  benefit  ofihts 
pinion,  as  the  Judges  hadj  upon  no  occafion,  (hewn  any 
(clination  to  withhold  it.  '  But  of  the  two,  if  it  were 
lought  neceflary  tliat  one  (hould  be  adopted,  he  re'garded  a 
rovifoasthe  leaft  exceptionable^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  any  inftrudtions  which  a  Mr.  Pitt, 
jdge  could  give  refpe£ting  the  law,  previous  to  the  decifion 
fthe  jury,  could  be  only  hypothetical.  In  a  cafe  of  libels, 
►r  inllance,  the  Judge  might  ftate  the  different  forts  cf 
bels,  but  muft  afterwards  leave  the  jury  to  apply  thefe  in- 
rudlions  to  the  particular  cafe,  or  to  adopt  fcheir  own  opi- 
ion,  if  they  ihould  r^olve  upon  a  fpecial  veidi£l.  If  it 
er«  not  roadei)inding  upon  the  Judges  to  give  their  opinion 

this  as  in  other  cafes,  he  was  apprthenllve  that  fome  con- 
fion  might  arife,  and  the  doubts  be  renewed  with  refpeft  to  • 
le  feparate  province,'  which  the  Judge  and  jury  were  entitled 

hold  in  the  queftions  of  law  and  fadt. 

\lT,Faxdii\  not  think  It  neceffary,  he  faid,  to  render  it  Mr«  F«x« 
nding  upon'  Judg^  to  deliver  their  opinion  upon  an  occa* 
3n,  in  which,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  they  were  left  to  ex- 
cife  their  difcretioh.  '  His  wifli  was  to  render  the  enadling 
irt  of  the  bill  as  plain  and  fimple  as  poffible  f  and  therefore 
t  wilheJ  toailopt  a  provifo,  in  preference  to  the  amendment. 

was  not  the  objcA  to  direft  tlie  mode  in  which  the  Judges 
ere  to  exercife  their  rights,  but  only  to  divide  the  limits  be* 
reen  the  fun£lions  of  Judge  and  jury. 

Mr.  Morns  expreffed  his  ohjetSions  to  the  principle  of  the  ^^\ 
efent  bill.     He  approved  of  the  old    method,  as  agreeable  ^^'^"•» 

the  law  of  this  country.  Thofe  who  accufed  it,  as  m6* 
rn,  had  done  it  injuflice;  it  was  fo  ancient  as  to  have 
iginatcd  in   the  Star  Chamber,  a  court  which^   though  UoqIc 
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had  no  gre:)t  credit  for  its  decifion^  had  produced  many  bain 
able  and  ufeful  infiitutions.  He  did  not  conceive  it  neof- 
fary  that  any  alteration  fhould  take  place  in  the  mode  of 
•  procedure  with  regard  to  libels,  He  gave  it  as  his  opiiiioOi 
that  nothing  was  neceiTary  on  the  part  of  the  jury,  exccft 
that  they  fhould  find  the  publication,  and  fill  up  properly  the 
innuendos.  People  might  talk  of  the  advantage  ofmodeni 
^'efinemcnts  upon  juftice,  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  approved 
moil  of  the  good  old  way,  for  this  very  cogent  rea(bn,  tlut 
it  had  been  lon^  eftablifbed^  and  was  mod  familiar  in 
pra£lice« 

Mr*  pi«V  ^^'  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  a  fubjeS  had  now  heen  ra- 
vived,  which  before  had  been  confidered  as  completely  fettled; 
that  of  the  fyfleai  at  prefent  fubfifting  with  regard  to  libels 
and  the  i;\eceffity  o(a  remedy.  The  ^uefiion  now  was  not 
what  the  law  is^  but  what  tne  law  refpedling  libels  ought  in 
future  to  be.  It  was  not  merely  ncceffai  y ,  that  the  publica- 
tion fliould  be  found,  and  the  innuendos  nlled  up,  but  lik** 
wife  that  the  lil'wilous  intention  and  tendency  lliould  be  de- 
termined by  the  jury.  A$tonn  obje&ion>  which  might  ba 
made  to  the  billi  th%t  it  would  operate  to  the  protection  of 
libellers,  \t  was  now  only  to  be  confidered  what  was  the  beft 
method  of  finding  guilty,  or  not  guilty,  of  a  libel.  And  fo 
far  from  confidering  th;\t  the  prefent  biU  wo.uld  operate  as  a 
prote<5lion  to  libellers,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  thought  that  it 
would  rather  have  a  contrary  ef^St ;  and  that  a  remedy  fer 
theevilof  libel  would  moil  efFedually  be  foju^d  ii:^thedeciiifl|is 
of  a  wife  and  impartial  jury. 

Sblicitor        The  Solicitor  Gincral  agreed  to  adopt   the  mode   p^opofedt 

Geoeral  by  Mr.  Fox,  to  make  a  provifojj  and  for  this  purpofe  to 
withdraw  his  araeiidment.  The  provifo,  hefaid,  which  be 
fhould  make,  would  be  calculated  to  anfwer  nearly  the  fanift 
purpofe  as  the  amendment.  He  propofed  that  it  fhouldbe 
to  thisefie6l.  That  the  jury  ihould  not  bedirefled  by  the 
Judge  to  find  guilty  or  not  guilty,  i^erely  upon  the  fad  of 
publication. 

A  long  2tiid  defultory  converfation  now  took  place  between 
Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Mitford,  Mr.  Ryder,  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, Mr  Fttx,  ire. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly,  with  the  confent  ofths 
honourable  mover,  withdrawn. 

*  The  Solicitor  General  then  moved  a  provifo.  **  That  on 
**  every  fuch  trial,  the  Court  or  Judge,  before  whom  fach 
**  indiatnent  or  information  fliall  be  tried,  fhall  give  his  or 
**  tlieir  opinion  and  diredHoa  to  the  jury,  according  to  his 
••  or  their  difcretion,  as  in  all  other  criminal  cafes.** 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fcx  objedled  to  the  introdudlion  of  this  provifij,  i« 
unneceffary  to  the  objca  in  view,  and  on  the  ground  of  its 
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being  improper  toenadtany  thing  on  the  fun  A  ions  olftht 
Judges,  where  no  doubt  refpefling  them  had  arifen.  The 
difpurc  which  the  bill  was  meant  to  decide,  had  never  been, 
flriflly  fpeaking,  between  the  Judge  and  the  jury,  but  be- 
tween the  jury  and  the  Court  out  of  which  the  procefs 
ifiiied. 

This  renewed  the  debate  on  nearly  the  fame  grounds* 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Solicitor  General 
flipported  the  amendment;  Mr.  Erikine,  Mr.  Sheridan^  and 
NIr.  Anflruther  fpoke  againft  it. 

Mr.  Foxy  faid,  he  did  not  think  the  provifo  coulddo  much  Mr.  Fot» 
harm,  though  he  thought  it  unneccflhry,  and  he  was  willing 
to  accede  almoft  to  any  thing  that  did  not  endanger  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill. 

The  queflion  was  put,  and  the  provifo  adopted. 

On  the  preamble, 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/V/ propofed  to  leave  out  the  whole  of  Mr.  (itt. 
the  firft  paragraph.  "  Whereas,  in  all  criminal  profecutions 
**  by  indidl mentor  information,  when  an  iflue  or  iffues  is 
**  joined  between  the  King  and  a  defendant  or  defendants, 
**  on  the  plea  of  not  guilty  pleaded,  the  jury  impannelled  to 
*^  try  the  fame,  have  always  had,  and  by  the  law  and  con- 
«'  ilitutlon  of  England  were  inrended  to  have,  and  in  their 
"  diJcretlon,  to  exercife,  a  jurifdiftion  over  the  whole  matU:r 
**  put  in  iflue  between  them.** 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  al chough  he  kttew  that  in  declining  to  riik  Mr.  F<nu 
the  fate  of  the  bill  for  .the  fake  of  the  preamble,  he  differed 
from  many,  for  whofe  opinions  he  had  gteat  lefped,  ye^ 
convinced  as  he  was  that  the  part  now  propofed  to  be  left  out 
was  perfeftly  true,  and  perfeftly  fit  to  be  recited,  he  con- 
ceived the  enaflment  of  the  bill  to  b^  of  fo  much  importatKet 
that  if  it  appeared  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  that 
leaving  out  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  preamble  would  render 
the  ena£lment  lefs  likely  to  meet  with  oppofition,  he 
would  agree  to  give  up  a  part,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  the 
reft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Erikine  regretted  that  the  para- 
graph, which  recited  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  crl- 
minal  juftice,  ihould  be  omitted  on  account  of  any  opinions 
that  alight  have  been  formerly  held  refpe£ting  trials  by  in- 
formation or  indidlment,  hot  acquiefced  in  Mr.  Fox^s  defire 
to  accommodate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  did  not  meao  to  exprefs  any  Mt»  Pitt. 
opinion  on  what  the  law  had  been,  much  lefs  that  it  had  not 
been  as  the  paragraph  recited;  but  it  was  proper  to  avoid 
any  general  propoiition  in  the  preamble,  which  was  pot  necef- 
fary  to  introduce  the  enaAment  pf  the  bill. 

1  The 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


59^ 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


A.  tj^u 


Mafter  of 
lira  Rolls. 


]4r«  Fox. 


Mr. 
Sheridan. 


.    Mr. 
Shcridtn. 

Mr.  Pjtt. 


The  paragraph  was  omitted. 

The  Chairman  left  the  ChAir,  the  report  was  received,  die 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrofled» 
and  read  a  third  time  to«niofrow« 

Mr.  Fox  then  wiflied  to  know  if  it  was  the  pleafaic 
of  the  Hoafe  to  proceed  on  the  ^o  TVdrranio  bill. 

The  Mqfler  $f  the  Rolis  hid,  he  had  an  ohje^^ion  to  the 
part  of  the  bill  which  empowered  any  perfon  to  queftion  the 
right  of  a  corporator,  by  which  q  rich  might  involve  a  poor 
man  in  the  moft  expenfive  procefs  known  in  the  Courts,  dr 
oblige  him  to  relinquifh  his  franchife.  The  right  honoof- 
able  gentleman,  he  faid,  had  introduced  many  wife  chedcs 
againft  this  ahufe,  but  Hill  he  thought  there  was  danger  from 
it.  If,  however,  it  was  m<{ant  only  to  go  through  the  bill 
in  a  Committee,  and  report  it  to-morrow,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion, as  the  part  he  alluded  to  could  be  argued  as  well  m 
the  report. 

Mr.  Fox  replieil,  that  he  ^'as  aware  6f  the  diffi<fulties  men* 
tioned  by  the  learned  gehtleman ;  but  there  Was  a  conftin- 
tionaL  principle  to  which  he  requeued  his  attention,  vii. 
it  ought  not  to  be  law  that  an  aiTumed  right  to  vote  for  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  could  not  be  queftioned  but  by  the 
King's  Attorney  General, 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  6n  the  bill,  which 
was  gone  through  without  any  debate,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  it  was  too  bte  to 
bring  on  the  motion  relative  to  the  finances,  of  which  notice 
had  been  given,  and  wifhed  to  know,  if  it  would  be  conve- 
nient for  the'  honourable  gentleman  to  bring  it  on  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  ready  to  proceed,  either  then, 
or  to-morrow..  He  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  about 
thirty  refolutions  on  figures,  on  which  bethought therecouM 
riot  be  mucli  room  for  debate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  wiftied  to  know  the  purport  of  tbefe 
refolutions* 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  they  were  refolutions  of  faS,  from  a 
fcomparilbn  of  the  reports  of  the  Cofomittees  of  1786  and 
179T,  followed  by  a  refolution  of  inference. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  in  reply  faid,  it  might  be  difficult  to 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through  the  calculations 
of  fo  Tnany  refolutions ;  and  he  hoped  fome  gentleman  would 
move  refolutions  founded  imm^iately  on  the  two  repoitSi 
as  to  what  had  been  the  expenditure  fince  1786;  how  it  had 
beenpiovided  for;  what  Was  the  incr^fe  or  reduflionof 
the  public  debt  t  and  what  was  likely  to  be  the  future  tote  of 
the  revenue  and  eitpenditure. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid,   his  refolutions  were  fo  nearly  to  the     Mr. 
fameeffed,  that  he  might  almoft  fuppofe  the  right  honour- Sheridani 
able  gentleman  had  feen  them. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fVednefdayy  ijijune* 
No  material  debate  occurred. 

Thurfday,  id  June. 

The  tloufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  and  heard 
evidence  on  the  bill  to  divorce  Mr.  Cecil  from  his  prefent 
lady,  and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again,  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes.  Counfel  being  heard,  the  evidence  were  examined, 
and  the  report  having  been  received, 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ought  to  Mr.Baker 
be  directed  not  to  this  particular  cafe  only,  but  to  cafes  of 
this  fort  in  general.  A  provifion,  in  his  opinion,  fhould  al- 
ways be  made  for  the  lady.  He  underflood,  that  in  this  in- 
ftance  the  lady  had  brought  to  the  hufband  a  fortune  of  fe- 
veral  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  he  thought  a  provifion 
£hould  be  made  for  her^  that  fhould  fecure  her  from  diftrefs 
or  indigence ;  for  whatever  might  have  been  her  fault,  ftie 
was  the  objeA  of  the  attention  of  thofe  who  voted  for  a  bill 
that  took  from  her  the  handfome  fortune  which  (he  brought 
into  the  family  from  which  fhe  was  now  to  be  feparated. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  was  happy  that  the  fubjeft  came  under  Mr.  Foju 
confideration,  and  that  the  attention,  of  the  Houfe  had  been 
called  to  it.  He  declared,  that  he  thought  the  attention  of 
Parliament  fhould  be  had  to  fubjefts  of  this  kind  more  than 
was  generally  the  praflice ;  for  he  was  ready  to  confefs,*  that 
too  little  attention  was  generally  paid  to  ladies  in  this  un- 
happy fituation.  Their  interefl  was  too  often  neg1e6ted^ 
He  obferved,  that  if  a  gentleman's  lady  behaved  ill,  he  had, 
by  the  law  of  this  country,  a  mode  of  feparating  from  her 
by  a  divorce  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court.  That  was  a  divopce 
from  bed  and  board — a  legal  feparation.  But  in  that  cafe  he 
was  bound  to  provide  for  her  maintenance  and  fuppoit ;  and 
he  really  wifhed  that  fome  rule  fhould  be  laiddoyvn  by  that 
Houfe  in  that  refpe<5t,  to  make  a  provifion  at  all  events  for 
the  lady  in  thofe  cafes,  A  divorce  by  Parliament  was  not 
part  of  the  law  of  this  country  :  it  was  only  the  equitable 
interpofition  of  the  Legiflature  to  afford  relief  in  an  extraordi^ 
nary  manner  to  a  peribn  under  a  difagreeable  fituation.  And 
as  by  law  a  man  was  bound  to  maintain  his  wife  after  a  legal 
feparation,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  fame  rule  fhould  noty 
JD  that  refpe£l,  be  laid  down  with  regard  to  the  interference 
of  Parliament.  It  was  neither  confiflent  with  juftice  nor  hu- 
-  Vol.  XXIX^  4  G  manity. 
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manity,  tliat  a  lady  fliould  be  liegledled,  and   reduced  to 
want)  becaufe  (he  was  divorced  by  Parliament. 

Sir  George  HolAfard  faid,  he   un.  erflood  fhe  was  to  hate 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Mr.  Taylor   concurred  er.tiiely  in  the  fentiments  of  Mr. 
Fox. 

The  bill  was  tlien  oidereu  to  be  re<)d  a  third  time  on  Satur* 
day,  if  then  engrofled. 

Mr.  Sheridan  roie,  and  obferved,  that  the  return  made  to 
his  motion  fur  papers  relative  (o  Carieton  Houfs,  was  fo  far 
defeflive,  that  a  paper  which  he  confidered  as  cf  very  con- 
fiderable  importance,  had  been  wholly  omitted.  This  omif- 
fion  he  by  no  means  afcribcd  to  dtrfign,  but  merely  to  arci- 
dent.  To  explain  the  nature  of  this  paj>er,  he  read  a  r.i'o- 
lution  moved  ibme  years  ago  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man over  againft  him,  (XJr.  Pitt)  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
namely,  "  That  an  addrefs  be  prcfented  to  His  Majefty,  that 
*'  he  would  be  gracioufly  plt-aied  to  iflue  from  his  civil  lift, 
"  the  fum  of  20,oool.  towards  completing  rhe  works  at  Orl- 
"  ton  Houfe,  as  foon  as  elVnnates  of  the  whole  of  the  cx- 
**  pence  for  completuig  the  fame  Hiould  have  been  laid  bc- 
*'  fore  the  Lords  Coin  in  iffi  oners  of  the  Treafury."  From  this 
refolutii  n  it  appeared  that  the  money  ought  not  to  have  been 
iflueJ  until!  eftimates  of  the  whole  expence  fhould  have  been 
previoufly  procured  by  the  Treafury:  but  the  Lords  of  the 
Treal'ury  had  in  point  of  faft  iflued  the  money,  without  hav- 
ing previoully  taken  care  to  have  eftimates  made  out  by  the 
Board  of  Works.  That  it  was  by  rhe  King's  and  not  by  the 
Prince's  fervants  that  the  eftimate  ought  to  have  been  made 
out,  appeared  from  this,  that  Carlton  Houfe  belonged  not 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  to  His  Majefty;  and  coafe- 
quenlly  the  money  having  been  voted  for  repairing  ahocfe, 
which  in  reality  belongs  to  the  King,  and  not  to  the  Prince 
of  VVales,  it  wnsby  the  King's  furveyors,  and  not  by  thole 
of  the  Piince,  that  the  eftimate  ought  to  have  been  made : 
the  pf  rfon  therefore  to  whom  the  money  was  ffllieJ  ooght  to 
be  confidered  as  a  public  accountant,  and  bound  to  renderto 
Parliairent  an  account  of  the  expenditure.  In  this  light 
Mr.  Holland  ought  to  be  called  to  give  an  accounr  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  feveral  (urns  which  had  been  voted  for 
Carlton  Houft*. 

This,  Mr.  Sheridan  Taid,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay,  as 
a  report,  as  ftrange  as  it  was  falfe,  had  got  abroad,  that  the 
money  voted  for  completing  Carlton  Houfe,  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  apply  it  to 
the  purpofe  for  which  it  had  been  voted;  and  that  it  was  ap* 
plied  to  purpofes  of  a  very  different  miture.  The  unfinifhed 
ftace  of  Carlton  Houfe  might  induce  people  to  believe  this, 
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^Tvlio  did  not  know  that  His  Royal  Higbnefs,  not  confidering 
the  money  as  his,  but  as  voted  for  the  rejair  of  his  father's 
houfc*,  had  made  it  a  point  never  to  touch  a  (liiUing  of  it, 
NIr.  Sheridan  then  obfer.ved,  that  in  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Hulfe,  in  the  printed  accounts,  it  was  flared,  that  feveral 
papers  were  inclofed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  one  of  which,  marked 
1^0.  5,  contained  Mr.  Holland's  eftimate  of  the-works,  and 
an  account  of  the  money  expended  upon  them.  Now  it  fo 
happened,  that  this  paper,  marked  No.  5,  had  nor  been  laid  * 
before  the  Houfe;  he  moved  therefore  that  it  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P;// faid,  thatan  cftimate  had  been  deli- Mr.Pitt. 
vered  to  him  for  His  Majefty's  perufal,  ftating  the  amount 
of  the  fom  neceflary  for  completing  and  furnifln'ng  Carlton 
Houfe;  in  which  fo  few  alterations  were  made  by  the  King's 
/tirveyors,  that  he  tho'Jght  it  beft  to  pay  the  whole  fum ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince's 
Xreafurer.  As  to  the  paper  for  which  the  honourable 
Member  had  moved,  he  believed  it  was  aflually  in  the 
printed  accounts,  though  it  was  by  miftake  marked  No.  6 
inftead  of  No.  5;  for  Colonel  Hulfe's  letter  mentioned  no 
more  than  five  inclofures;  this  No.  6  was  therefore  the 
pnecifepaper  which  ought  tohaveheen  marked  No.  5. 

fAr.  Sherit/an  iWidf  ihe  right  honourable  -gentleman  was  Mr. 
miftaken;  for  if  he  would  read  Colonel  Hulfe's  letter  again,  ^^"i^""? 
he  would  find  that  it  mentioned  things  as  contained  in  No.  c, 
of  which  nothing  appeared  in  No.  6.  He  ftill  infjfted,  that 
the  Minifter,  in  obedience  to  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe, 
ought  to  have  ordered  the  King's  furveyors  to  make  out  an 
cftimaie  for  work  to  be  done  at  a  houfe  which  belonged  to  the 
King*  and  not  to  the  Prince. 

Mr.  fox  obferved,  that  in  point  of  regularity,  an  eftimatc  Mr,  Fo«. 
ought  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  before  any  money 
was  voted  on  account.  The  eftimate  which  ha cf  been  made 
by  Mr.  Holland  would  appear  to  every  oue  to  have  been 
ftrangely  inaccurate;  for  it  valued  at  50,000!.  the  works 
which  remained  to  be  finifhed,  and  only  at  5000I.  the 
furnifhing  a  Palace  for  the  Heir  Apparent.  He  believed 
that  whatever  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  50,000!.  for  the 
works,  tliey  muft  laugh  at  t lie  idea  of  furnifliing  a  Palace, 
even  on  the  moft  oeconomical  plan,  for  fo  fmalla  fum  as  five 
thoufand  pounds*  The  money,  he  contended,  ought  not  to 
have  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince's  fervants,  be- 
caafe  it  was  to  have  been  expended  on  a  houfe  which  belonged, 
not  to  him,  but  to  the  King;  the  King's  iervants  therefore 
ought  to  have  laid  out  the  money,  and  then  tliey  could  be 
called  to  account  for  the  expenditure  of  it*  .  The  Prince  had 
fiever  employed  a  {hilling  of  the  money  advanced  for  tlie  1c 
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houfe,  becaufe  he  confidered  it  as  the  property  of  his  father, 
voted  for  the  lepairs  of  his  father's  houfe.  When  thr  money 
was  paid  into  the  hands  of  his  Treafurer,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  wat 
convinced,  it  was  not  done  for  the  pdrpofe  of  entrapping  the 
Prince's  fervants;  but  it  certainly  was  ill  done;  becaufe  it 
ihould  have  been  kept  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were  re* 
fponfible  to  the  public  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
Mr.  Holland,  no  doubt,  would  give  a  fatisfadory  accoanC  of 
the-bufinefs;  and  then  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  report^ 
which  falfely  ftaed,  that  the  money  voted  for  compietiqg 
Canton  Houfe,  had  been  applied  to  other  purpoies ;  a  report, 
to  which,  however  falfe,  the  unfinifhed  ftate  of  that  hoafe 
would  give  fome  colour.  But  the  report,  he  declared,  was 
without  the  leaft  foundation;  and  the  Prince  ^ivifhed  for 
nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  to  fhew  that  he  had  never 
dirtr£lIyorindiie£tly  meddled  with  the  expenditure  of  moneyy 
which  having  been  voted  for  compleating  the  King's  hoo&^ 
he  never  confidered  a?  belonging  to  him,  or  as  fubjefl  to  his 
controul. 

Mr.  Pitt.  ^^'  Chancellor  Pitt  condemned  the  report  to  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded;  and  declared,  that 
in  paying  the  money  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince's  Treafurer, 
he  could  not  have  intended  to  entrap  the  fervants  of  hie 
Royal  Highnefs;  for,  ifhem^ant  to  entrap  them  into  an 
impropei  ufe  of  the  money,  he  muft  have  taken  them  at 
once  for  egregious  fools  as  well  a  egregious  knaves,  which 
delcripiion  every  one  knew  did  not  belong  to  the  very  rcfpec- 
table  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  the  Prince's  houfe* 
hold. 

Mr.   Sheridan's   motion   at   laA   palled  without  a  divi- 
fion, 
j^r.  ^^r  Sheridan  next  wifhed  to  know  if  Mr.  Pitt   had   any 

Sheridan.  oljc£lion  to  a  motion  for  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  him  (Mr# 
Pitt)  by  Lord  Southampton  on  this  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Piit.  Mr., Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  ht  had  received  a  letter  from 
that  noble  Lord,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  official, 
though  it  was  accompanied  by  a  requefl,  that  it  might  be 
laid  before  the  Houf^.  To  this  he  had  fent  for  anfw^r,  that 
if  the  letter  was  ofRcial,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  laid  his 
commands  upon  Kim  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  make  it  public,  he  would 
immediately  obey  thofe  orders,  and  carrying  the  letter  to  the 
«  Treafury,  he  would  make  it  a  part  of  the  Minute  of  the 
Board,  and  then,  with  that  Minute,  it  would  he  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  he  had  not  fince*  received  any 
commands  on  this  head  from  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  with- 
out  them  he  certainly  would  obje£t  to  the  produdion  of  a 
letter,  which  till  he  fhould  receive  thefe  orders,  be  muft  con- 
fidcr  as  of  a  private  nature. 
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fAr,   SheridaAj    upon  this,   gave  up  his  intemled  mo* 
ion. 

Lord  Sheffield  immediately  after  the  foregoing  converfa-  ix>rd 
ion  relative  to  Larlton  Houfe,  rofc  and  obferved,  that  from  ShtffieM, 
Khat  had  juft  been  faid,  he  was  of  opinion  that  an  inquiry 
)ught  tobe  feton  foot,  refpccfting  the  ftate  of  the  works  at 
I^arlton  Houfe.  It  appeared  that  the  Houfe  was  not  finiihed, 
md  that  tlie  Prince  was  as  much  furprized  at  it  a&  the  pub- 
lic. It  was  not  decent^  his  Lordfliip  faid>  that  liis  Royal 
Highnefs  ffiould  be  left  longer  to  live  in  an  unfinifliedy  un- 
■ujrniihed houfe;  it  wasdifcreditabletothecountry ;  and  there* 
'ore  he  would  take  an  early  opportunity  to  make  a  motion  on 
:he  fubjcS. 

Mr.  Grey  rofc  to'  make  the  motion,  which  had  been  an-  |^^ 
nouiiced  for  thiji  d;iy.  He  began  by  declaring,  that  he  was  Grey. 
Bxtreroely  forry  tobe  under  the  neceffity  of  troubling  the 
Houfe  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  had  however  the  plea- 
fure  to  :e  able  to  ftate,  what  he  was  perfuaded  would  re* 
commend  hiii)  to  their  attention,  viz.  that  he  (hould  not  be 
long.  Without  any  prdiminary  obfervations,  perhaps,  he 
might  have  made  the  motion,  which  he  ftiould  have  the  ho- 
nour of  making  that  night,  i>nt  it  might  be  expefii^ed  that  he 
(hould  explain  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  bring 
forward  a  fubjedl  of  fo  great  importance.  If  the  critical 
ftate  ofthefeafon  was  or.  J  y  con  fide  red,  h^  fhpuM  have  little 
difficulty  in  maintaining  his  propofition,  for  there  never  was 
a  time  of  more  importance  or  of  more  difficulty.  It  was  by 
no  means  his  intention,  he  faid,  to  go  into  the  particuJars  of 
an  event  that  had  been  fo  often  and  fo  fully  difcufied  by  one 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  fo  repeatedly  evaded  and  glofled  over 
by  the  other.  The  King's  Minifters  feemed  to  wrap  them- 
felves  up  in  a  futlen  filence  that  clearly  convinced  every  ra- 
tional man  that  they  were  either  profecuting  a  fyftem  which 
they  dared  not  avow,  or  purfuing  fchemes  which  they  could 
not  explain.  They  wifhed  to  avoid  all  poflible  explanation, 
relying  on  the  events,  which  time  might  bring  forth;  and 
that  their  fortune,  rarhe^;  than  tlieir  wifdom  and  good  con- 
duft,  might  furnifli  them  with  protection  from  the  ^!k&  of 
roeafures,  for  which,  at  the  time  they  were  firft  adopted, 
fhey  could  give  no  poffible  juftification  or  excufe.  But  it 
was  not  his  intention,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  to  go  into  that  topic, 
nor  fhould  he  revert* to  the  argurnents  which  had  been  urged 
on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  againft  hat  novel  and  unconftitu- 
tional  doflrine  of  confid' nee,  winch  was  every  day  carried  \ 

to  a  greater  height.  He  was  perfeflly  willing  to  leave  ihe 
right  honoura^'le  gentleman  oppoCte  to  him  in  poffflionof 
the  plea  which  he  had  fet  up;  he  was  willing  to  abandon  all 
the  advantages  which  he  thought  thofe  on  that  fide  of  the 
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Houfe  had  in  the  argument;  he  was  wllliftg  to  urge  themcH 
tion  he  was  going  to  make  on  the  grounds  which  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniftcrs  ihemlelves  had  taken  in  the  confidence  of  thai 
Hcufe. 

TheExecu  ive  Government  afked  for  the  confidence  of 
the  Houfe  to  ehahic  them  to  provide  for  tjje  fecurity  and  de- 
fence of  thr  country,    without  unfeafonabic  inqairies  into 
their  conduct.     It  was  in  truth  and  in  fa£^,  for  that  Houic 
to  give  out  of  their  hands  thnt  controul  which  the  conftita- 
tion  had  given  them  over  theKing^  Minifters,  and  to  pat  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  Goverjiment  to  declare   that 
they  would  carry  on  a  war  without  the  affifiance  of  Parlia- 
ment.      The   country   was   in  a  fingular,    and  Mr.    Grey 
thought,  in  a  much  to  he  lamented,  fituation;  they   wcr* 
ftilJ  in  a  flatc  of  preparation  for  war,  after  two  months  haJ 
elapfed,    fince  His  Majefty's  meflage  had  been  fent  to  that 
Houfe,  calling  on  dism  to  make  good  the  expences  of  the 
preparation.     He  happened   at  that  time  to  be  in  a  refpeS- 
able  minority,    who  ihouglit  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  hate 
been  in  pofleffion  of  certain    information  l^fore    they  voted 
tlie  fupplles,  and  thnt   the  vote  of  credit  ought  only  to  have 
gone  to  a   limited   fom.      The  Houfe,    however,    t)>ought 
btherwife,  and  gave    Mis  Majefty  an   indefinite   promifeof 
fupport  as  to  any  prc'pnrations  which  he  might  think  necef- 
fary.     It  was  not  for  him,  Mr.  Grey  faid,    to   arraign  the 
motives  of  the  perfons  who  had  propofed   the  meafure  to  the 
Houfe  or  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  itfclf.     He  only  wifhed 
to  (late  the   fafts  and  the  principle  on  which  he  conceived 
iheHoufecame  tothat  refolutioa.     He  confidered   it  to  be 
this,  that  it   wa<!  proper  and  conflitutional  to  entrufi  Mini- 
fters with  the  mcnn«:  of  providing   for  the  exigences  of  tlie 
country.     Cut  at  the  fame  time  that  this  was  flated)  he  be- 
lieved there  was  fcarceiy  a  gentleman  who  maintained  Unt 
dodlrine,  who  did  not  admit,    that  (hould  aflual  hoflilities 
become  neceflary,  it  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
inquire  into  the  juftice,  policy,    and  wifdom  of  the  meafure, 
before  they  could  give  their conf^nt,   confiftenily  with  their 
duty  to  their  conftituents  and  the  public,  to  involve  the 
coi^ntry  in  all  the  horrors  of  war. 

Theobjedt  of  the  motion  he  was  about  tp  make  would 
pfTert  the  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  a  right  not  to  be 
difputed;  a  riglt  not  to  be  defeated  by  r.ew-fa(hioned  doc- 
trines of  confidence  or  prerogative;  a  rigtu  which  the  King's 
Minifters  them&lves  had  afterted  in  their  arguments,  and 
\vhich  he  then  called  upon  them  to  aflert  in  their  pradice;  a 
right  in  that  Houfe  to  inquire  into  the  juftice,  wifdom,  and 
policy  of  this  war,  before  they  involved  the  country  in  far- 
^^  iher  expencc.     What  h^d  been  the  condudl  of  Minifters  for 
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Jie  laft  ten  days?  There  had  been  an  indecent  hurry  in  car- 
ding through  bufinefs.  [Here  there  was  a  cry  of  No !  No!] 
Mr.  Grey  repeated,  that  in  his  opinion  chere  had  been  an  in« 
kcent  hutry  in  the  conduit  of  public  hufuiefs.  What  was 
he  reaion  that  the  laft  page  of  rheir  order  book  was  fo 
:rowdcd,  that  they  could  fcuicely  read  the  orders  of  the  day  ? 
rherewas  budnefs  after  bufinefs,  and  the  Houfe  had  fat  al- 
nofttill  12  o'clock  at  night  for  i lie  laft  ten  days.  This  way 
>f  icing  bufinefs  might  be  very  convenient  to  Minifters,  but 
«rhatjA,!S  convenient  to  them,  was  difadvantageous  to  the 
)uMic,  «nd  he  hoped  they  would  no4  be  able  to  carry  their 
lefigns  into  effefU  They  ought  to  call  on  His  iVIajefty  to 
lonfidcr  well  whether  this  war  was  proper  and  expedient. 
ie  hoped,  after  having  given  an  indefinite  vote,  bv  which 
lis  Majeii  v's  Minifters  might  involve  thhe  country  in  a  war 
he  moment  after  Parliament  was  prcH'ogued,  that  they  them- 
elves  would  ferioufly  confider  the  fubjeft.  1  he  vote  they 
lad  given  pledged  them  to  make  good  the  cxpence  cfany  pre- 
)aration. .  Was  their  vote  given  for  the  purp9le  of  negotia- 
iononly?  or  was  it  a  vole,  which,  if  that  negotiation  was 
infortunate  and  unfuccefsful,  was  to  enable  His  TMajefty's 
Winifters  to  Cc^rry  on' a  war?  If  the  %ote  was  merely  to 
p.able  Admir.iftiation  to  carry  ori  an  armed  negotiation, 
n  what  fituaticp  vvouUl  they  fii:d  them 'elve?,  if  ihat  negcti- 
tionfl.ould  turn  ou*"  to  be  nnfgccefsfuli'  Would  they  juftify 
hemfelves  in  aiFeml  Kng  Parliament  to  grant  a  frefti  fupply? 
leonly  wifhec^  to  put  it  tn  the  candour  of  g'litlemcn,  and 
f  Minifters,  whether,  if  fitting  a  ft^ort  time  longer  would 
n;»ble  them  to  know  the  fuccefs  or  failure  of  the  negotiation, 
hey  ought  not  to  continue  tufit  till  that  event  was  known  ? 

he  claim  to  confidence  was  made  only  to  give  them  th« 
»cans  of  carrying  on  an  armed  negotiation.  Mr,  Grey  faid, 
lefituation  of  the  country  was  exa»itly  this:  the  country 
'as  engaged  in  an  armed  negotiation  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
li  ling  certain  objedls  which  they  knew  not.  If  thofe 
bjefts  were  withlield,  hefuppofed  the  armament  would  infift 
fi  them  by  force ;  and  if  fuch  were  the  cafe,  that  Houfe  had 
li^ht  to  information,  bsf  )re  they  confentwl  that  the  coun- 
y  ihould  be  involved  in  a  war.  On  that  ground,  he  faid, 
efhould  move, 

"  Thar  an  humble  nddrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to 
tprefs  the  deep  concern  li is  faithful  Commons  feit  at  being 
liled  upon  for  a  proroife  to  make  good  the  expence  of  new 
reparations  for  war,  after  having  been  fo  recently  obliged  to 
ipofe  on  their  conftituents  additional  taxes  on  account  of  tjie 
teirmament  againft  Spain. 

"  Humblv  to  rpprefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  in.  the  anfwer  ^ 
bjch  they  gave  to  Hi*  Majefty's  moft  gracious  meffage,  his 

faithful 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


4oo  PARLIAMENTARY  A.1791^ 

&tthful  Comroon9,  aded  on  by  a  firm  reliance  that  His  Mi- 
jeity's  paternal  care  and  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  pcop^ 
would  not  fuffer  him,  by  a  caufelefs  interference  in  the  St- 
putes  of  other  countries,  to  endanger  the  peace  and  traisqaft* 
iity  of  this. 

**  That  no  inquiry  was  made  into  the  particular  clrcua* 
fiances  which  had  induced  His  Majefty  to  ann»  andapnh 
mife  of  fupport  was  given,  as  indefinite  as  theobjeftfiV' 
which  it  was  demanded. 

"  That  fince  that  period  two  months  have  elapfed.  Tk 
preparations  for  war  are  Aill  continued.  The  expencefer 
which  His  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  mn ft  hereafter  pn^ 
vide  is  daily  increafing.  No  information  as  to  iiscanfeor 
objed  has  yet  been  given ;  and  if  Parliament  ftiould  now  he 
prorogued,  His  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  will  be  placel 
in  the  diTagreeable,  and  hitherto  unprecedented,  fitnatiooof 
returning  to  their  conftituents,  after  having  fabieAed  thco^ 
by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  to  new  burdens,  the  extent  of  wbicki 
they  cannot  limit,  and  the  juilicc  or  neceffity  of  which  tbej^ 
cannot  ekplain. 

*•  For  thefe  resfons,  and  others,  which  the  circumftaaca 
of  the  times  may  fugged,  His  Majeily's  faithful  Coromoiii 
humbly  implore  His  Majeily  not  to  prorogue  the  ParUaiiieal} 
tilt  His  Majefty  (hall  have  it  in  his  power  to  communicalt 
to  them  fome  didini^l  information  relative  to  the  caufeoftbft 
prefent  armament :  in  order,  that  if  a6lual  hoftllities  ihoiili 
take  place,  and  it  fhould  be  necefFary  for  His  Majefty  toia* 
cur  any  farther  expence,  his  faithful  Commons  may  have  an 
0{  porrunity  of  exercifing  their  hitherto  undifputed  pritikgBi 
and  difcharging  their  mo«3  important  duty,  in  confidering  & 
»  extent  and  propriety  of  the  fame,  as  well  as  of  affifting  Hil 
IVlajefty  by  tlwir  advice,  to  form  a  juft  judgement  both  as  to 
the  expediency  of  paft  meafurs,  and  the  policy  of  fbtaA 
Councils  ;  and  they  humbly  Iwg  leave  to  afiure  His  Majeftytl 
that  they  will  chearfuUy  forego  the  private  benefits  and  coo*' 
forts  of  an  early  recef§,  to  fulfil  a  duty  highly  necefl&ryt© 
the  public  fatista6^ion,  and  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  tbt 
policy.  If  not  to  the  falvation  of  the  State.** 

Mr.  Fox  aiid  Mr.  Sheridan  both  rofe  to  fecond  the  mo- 
tion* 
Mr.  Mr,  Bra^ge  rofe  to  oppofe  it.     Re  faid  that  he  did  not  wifii 

Br«i{ge.  to  advert  to  privileges  th;<t  certainly  belonged  to  the  Houfi^; 
but  confidering  the  di(cu(&on  to  be  an  excrefcence  of  fbrmef; 
d**hates,  he  rofe  to  fupport  the  confiftency  of  the  Houfe';  anil 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  neceQary  to  rake  up  much  of  thtfj 
time  of  t  e  H  ^u'e,  to  perfuade  them  to  pifefervo  th^ir  ow«1 
o^nfiftoncy  i{)  f  jfift ing  the  motioiJU    A  fioilitr  iiiotkM)>  thou^j 
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introduced  with  »  view  to  a  different  objeA,  had  been  htely 
befofe  them»  and  the  Houfe  had  thought  proper  to  rejeA  ir» 
and  to  rejeft  it  without  a  divifion.  In  fo  doing»  Mr.  Uragge 
thought  the  Houfe  had  afked  with  propriety,  becaufe  it  would 
have  been  to  have  advifed  the  King  to  let  the  exercife  of  his 
undoubted  prerogative  depend  altc^ether  upon  the  will  of  a 
prifoner  upon  trial  before  Parliament,  as  Mr.  Haftings'tnight 
nave  made  his  defence  lone  or  fliort  as  he  had  thought  pro- 
per* Having  therefore  rejected  that  motion,  conGliency  re- 
quired  that  they  (hould  rejedt  the  prefeiit ;  flnce  the  events 
fer  the  arrival  of  which  the  addrefs  prayed  His  Majcfty  to 
iufpend  the  exercife  of  bit  prerogative  of  proroguing  Pariia* 
ment,  was  perfectly  unceitain  and  indefinite.  But,  Mr. 
Bragge  fjnid,  it  was  not  merely  on  the  ground  of  confiftency 
ihat  he  refied  his  argument  againft  the  motion  ;  he  had  no 
objedlion  to  e)i:amine  the  motion  itfelf,  and  try  it  by  its  me- 
rits. The  honourable  gentleman  had  complained  of  the  order 
book  being  crowded,  but  he  forgot  that  fo  many  queftions  • 
Similar  to  that  under  difpuflion  had  of  late  been  agitated,  and 
that  if  thofe  queftions  had  not  been  brought  forward,  th« 
book  probably  would  not  have  been  fo  crowded  with  orders. 

Thefubftance  of  the  addrefs  then  moved,  was  to  defire  hit 
Majefty  not  to  prorogue  Parliament  till  he  fliould  have  it  in 
his  power  to  communicate  the  event  of  the  preient  pegociation. 
He  thought  it  was  the  undoubted  privilege  of  the  Houfe  to 
interfere  with  His  Majefty's  prerogative,  fo  far  as  to  advi& 
him  as  to  the  exercife  of  it,  in  refpe£l  to  the  proroguing  of 
Parliament;  yet  it  mud  be  admitted  that  fuch  a  privilege 
ought  never  to  be  enforced  by  the  Houfe,  but  in  matters  of 

f;reat  importance,  and  when  it  could  be  done  with  preciiion. 
n  the  prefent  inflance,  Mr.  Bragge  faid,  it  was  eafy  to  prove 
that  it  was  not  a  cafe  of  that  defcription ;  and  firft,  with  re- 
gard to  preci  Hon,  the  termination  of  the  negotiation  was.  a 
matter  which  His  Majefty  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  anfwer 
for,  becaufe  it  depended  not  only  upon  Hit  Majefty,  but 
ppon  almoft  all  (he  crowned  heads  in  Europe.  With  regard 
to  the  great  importance  of  the  cafe,  certainly  going  to  war 
was  a  very  important  matter,  but  ftill  its  importance  did  not 
ptrefs  fo  peculiarly  as  to  warrant  the  motion.  No  one  doubted 
that  it  was  the  prerogative  of  His  Majefty  to  engage  this 
country  in  war,  but  as  yet  it  was  not  clear  that  the  preient 
negotiation  woi/Id  end  in  hoftilities ;  on  the  contrary,  there  ^ 

was  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would  be  brought  to  a  pacific 
conclufion. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Bragge  obferved,  thought 
that  the  Houfe  was  indefinitely  pledged  to  fupport  a  war;  fo 
fer  from  it,  the  vote  the  Houfe  had  given,  when  they  font 
lap  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  meflage,  was  to  enable  His  __ 
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;      Majefty  to  arip.     They  ftill  had  ihc  purfe  rn  their  hands,  as 
no  money  was  yet  voted  for  a  war.     Mr,  Bragge  reSfoned 
upon  thiS)    and  remarked >  that  the  honourable  gentleouui 
•     had  faid,  the  fituation  of  the  negotiation  was  what  the  right 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dared   not  explain. 
He  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer   dared  not   explain 
what  the  fituation  of  the  negotiation  was ;  ^e  dared  not  do 
what  an  honed  man  dared  not  do,  defert  his  duty,   and  aban* 
don  the  intereft  of  his  country.     Mr,  Brjgge  faid,    when  lis 
looked  back  upon  the  conduft  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,    faw  how  he   had   conduced   hirafclf  through  the 
emergency  of  affairs,  and  that  he  had  obtained,  even  from 
his  adverlary,  a  confeflion  that  he  was  a  fortunate   Miniller, 
his  friends  had  a  fair  right  to  impute  that  to  his  wifdom,  his 
integrity,  and  his  abilities,  which  his  enemies  afcribed  merely 
to  his  good  fortune.     With  regard    to  the   privilege  of  the 
Houfe  to  requeft  the  King  not  to  exercife  his  prerogative  of 
proroguing  the  Parliament,  he  admitted  that  the  Houfe  had 
,       fuch  a  privilege,  but  repeated  his  affertion,  that  it  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  appealed  to  but  in  very  extraordinary  and  important 
cafes,  and  where   it   could   be  done  with    prccifion.     Mr. 
Bragge  added  a  few  more  obfervations,  and  concluded  with 
giving  his  i>egative  to  the  motion. 
Mr. Whit-      Mr.  fVhiihnad  junior ^  faid,  he  fhould  fpeak  on  the  fubjeft 
bread.        very  ftiortly,  blit  in  a  different  manner  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down  ;  and  fince  he    few  the 
Minifter   Was   determined    to   perfift   in   his   contemptuous 
filence,  for  it  was  a  filence,  contemptuous  to  that  Houfe, 
he  Ihould  thank  his  honourable  friend  for  having  brought 
forward  his  motion,  which  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
prefEng  his  indignation  at  the  conduft  of  the  political  Pro- 
crufles  o£the  times,  who  fitted  his  patients  to  the  fize  of  his 
'  bed,  and  not  his  bed  to  the  fize  of  his  patients,  hut  lopped 
off  or  added  jufl  as  fuited  his  own  purpofes.  Mr.  Whitbread 
thought  a  feflion  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the  quantity  of 
bufinefs  that  was  to  be  gone  through;  and  when  it  was  all 
difpofed  of,  then  and  then  Only  could  the  fefEon  be  properly 
confidered  as  to  have  been  brought  to  its  termination.  Witfi 
regard  to  his  honourable  friend's  having  brought  fo  n\any 
queftions  forward  as  he  had  done  up8\\  fimilar  grounds  with 
the  prefent,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  im- 
pute to  hitn  as  a  matter  of  blame,  his  honourable  friend,  and 
thofe  who  had  fupported  him,  deferved  the, thanks  of  their 
country  for  having  agitated  thofe  que  ft  ions.    That  they  had 
been  neceflary,  was  obvious   from  a  view  of  the  fa£l ;  and 
that  the  difcuffion  had  refcued  the  country  fiom  an  expen 
five,  and  perhaps  a  bloody  war,  was,  he  believed*  by.no 
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means  to  be  difputed.  Two  months  ago  an  armament  was 
fitted  out,  an  armament  to  ensile  His  Majefly  to  negotiate 
with  greater  effefl,  and  were  they  not  at  that  moment  in 
the  very  Atuation  in  which  they  ftood  at  firft  ?  From  the 
indecent  hurry,  (for  indecent  as  his  honourable  friend  had 
termed  It,  it  certainly  was)  in  which  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters  had  precipitated  the  bufihefs  within  the  laft  ten  days* 
it  did  appear  moil  incontrovertibly,  that  thofe  Minifters 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  Parliament,  which  would  be  a  fpy  upon 
their  actions.  They  ought  not,  then,  patiently  to  bear  to 
be  told,  that  if  th^y  had  not  brought  on  thofe  que(lions» 
bufinefs  would  have  gone  on  regularly  ai\d  quietly. 

The  anfwcr  fet  up  by  ^e  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  been, 
the  often  repeated  claim  of  confidence;  hut  he  muft  ever 
think,  Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  that  confidence,  thus  blindly 
given,  was  a  difgrace'  to  thofe  who  bellowed  it*  and  a  dere- 
li<Stion  of  their  duty  to  their  conftituents.  With  regard  to 
that  Houfe  not  having  given  an  indefinite  vote,  when  they 
•  pafied  the  vote  in  confequence  of  His  Majefty's  meflage,  h© 
muft  always  confidcr  that  which  was  not  finite  and  limited 
as  indefinite;  and  clearly  of  that  defcription  was  the  vote  in 
queftion,  which  might  lead  to  the  worft  confequences.  Af- 
ter expatiating  upon  this,  Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  if  he^  were  ^ 
in  a  different  fituation,  a  fituation  which  he  flattered4iimfelf 
]ie  never  (hould  be  found  in,  viz.  that  of  having  given  the 
Minifter  his  confidence,  and  upon  Parliament's  being  pro- 
rogued, his  conftituents  ftiould  afk  himi^hat  was  the  objedl 
and  extent  of  the  vote  he  had  in  their  nam^  given ;  he  de- 
fired  to  know  what  anfwer  he  could  make?  If  he  faid,  her 
really  knew  nothing  of  the  matter;  would  not  his  confiitu^ 
ents  fay,  did  you  vote  without  knowing  for  what?  did  you 
not  aik  the  Minifter  the  queftion  ?  did  you  fleep  upon  the 
poft  we  put  you  upon  to  watch  over  and  guard  our  interefts? 
Then  would  they  fay,  we  muft  pronounce  you  unfit  to  be 
any  longer  our  reprefentative,  fince  you  are  either  ignorant . 
or  corrupt. 

Mr.  Bragge  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  to  which 
Mr.  Whitbread  made  a  fhort  reply,  by  way  of  explanation. 

Mr.  Jfkyll  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  the  extraordinary     Mr. 
definition  of  confiftency  which  ihey  had  juft  heard  from  his  Jckyll. 
honourable  and  learned  fpend.     His  honourable  friend  had . 
endeavoured  to  prove  the  confiftency  of  the  Houfe  by  an 
example  which  was  totally  diftind  and  different  from  that  to 
which  he  Wifbed  to  apply  (he  fame  line  of  condu£l;  for 
i;vhat  analogy '  could  there  be  between  a  motion   for  an 
addrcfs  not  to  prorogue  Parliament  in  favour  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  a  mdtion  to  addrefs  the  Crown  not  to  ^Drorogue,  on  a  _ 

ground  fp  important  as  tbatof  the  prefent  motion?    Boti 
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there  war  a  coniiftency,  Mr«  Jekyll  faid,  and  chat  a  ooft- 
fiftency  '*  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  obfer* 
^  vance^  viz.  a  reiteration  of  argument,  and  a  fullen  &« 
knee  in  regard  to  explanation;  -^  1  o  prorogue  at  prefeot^ 
Mr.  Jekyll  contended,  could  not  take  place  without  very 
imminent  danger  to  this  country.  That  the  Houfe  had  tiie 
privilege  of  advifme  the  Crown  not  to  exercife  its  preroga^ 
tiva  of  proroguing  rarlrament}  and  that  it  had  been  not  in- 
frequently exercifed,  Mr.  Jekyll  faid,  might  be  proved  by 
many  innances.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  whenf 
prerogative  did  not  lay  very  low,  that  Houfe  had  addrefled 
His  Majefty  not  to  prorogue  Parliament,  and  His  Majefty*i 
mefTage  in  anfwer  was  upon  their  journals,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  upon  their  reprefentatron,  His  Majefty  ftattd 
his  retblution  not  to  prorogue  the  Houfes  for  fonne  time^ 
Would  it  be  Aid,  becaufe  the  feafon  was  advanced^  zai 
thermometors  were  hung  up  in  the  Houfe  to  give  notice  of 
their  having  got  to  fummer*s  heat,  TaUnding  to  the  thcnoMK 
metor  that  had  been  hung  up  againft  the  fide  of  the  gaUery 
of  the  Houfe,  on  WednefdayJ  that  therefore  Parliament 
ought  to  rife  ?  He  had  turned  back  to  the  laft  eight  feffion% 
Mr.  Jekyll  faid,  and  found  that  they  had  never  rifen  bt 
fome  weeks,  and  he  might  almoft  fay,  by  fome  months,  w 
ibon  as  it  was  meant  to  do  this  (effion*  He  enameratei 
the  days  on  which  each  feifion  had  clofed,  and  Partiamenc 
been  prorogued  from  the  year  1781  to  the  prefect  time} 
whence  it  appeared  that  the  feffion  had  geneVally  been  pot  M 
end  to  about  the  middle  of  July,  but  that  it  had  twice  cflfr> 
tinned  till  the  middle  of  Auguft ;  and  in  thofe  years,  Mr* 
Jekyll  (aid,  there  had  been  no  danger  hanging  oyer  the  iuk 
tion.  Was  it  then,  he  would  afk,  a  time  to  prorogue  the 
Parliament,  when  war  might  be  commenced  in  a  few  day% 
^  and  when  it  was  generally  believed  the  fleet  would  (aiHieit' 
'  week,  and  a  blow  might  be  ftruck  before  Parliament  could 
again  meet  }  Let  them  not  bring  down  on  themfelves  the 
difapprobation  of  their  conftituents  and  endanger  the  fafety 
of  the  empire  by  voting  againft  the  motion  ! 
Mr.  Ciw-  Mr.  Ca^tvthorne  faid,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  only  » 
Uioni«.  very  few  mimites;^  and  firft  hr  muft  obferte,  that  he  had 
*  not  eitpe6ted  to  have  heard  a  definition  of  confiftencj  from 

the  honoi\rable  and  learned  ^emleman,  or  at  leaft  that  he 
would  have  given  a  better  d^cnnition  of  itr  confidering  what 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  muil  have  heard  on 
that  fubje£l  in  all  Quarters.  Mr.  Cawthome  faid>  in  voting 
upon  the  queftion  for  the  addreis  be  would  be  peifedly  con-' 
fiftent,  for  he  would  vote  againft  the  honourable  gmtlanen 
on  the  one  fidei  as  be  bad  done  on  every  firothr  propofitioo.^ 
With  regard'  to  conildenccr  in  MiniflM^  he  declared,  he. 
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thought  they  ought  to  put  that  confidence  in  Minifteri 
which  they  deferved ;  and  if  Miniflers  had  ftated  to  the 
Houfe  the  nature,  extent  and  ground  of  the  negotiation  with 
Ruffia,  he  iliould  have  thought  thry  ought  to  be  MiniAers 
no  longer.  He  added,  that  he  likewife  thought  this  a  proper 
feafon  to  prorogue  Parliament^  as  he  knew  of  no  bafinefs  of 
moment  that  was  left  untraufaftedi 

Mr.  Loveden  rofe,  in  confequence  6f  the  recent  allufion  ]^|.. 
that  had  been  brought  forwaM  by  him,  relative  to  Mr^  LovedM 
Haftings's  trial,  and  was  proceeding  to  juftify  it,  when  he 
was  informed  from  the  Chairy  that  it  had  no  reference  to  the 
motion.  Mr.  Loveden  then  faid,  he  would  confine  himfelf 
to  the  queflion  for  which  be  meant  to  vote,  as  it  appeared  to 
him  to  come  with  the  greateft  propriety  from  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe.  When'  they  came  to  Parliament,  he  faid,  to  afk  fup- 
plies  for  the  Spaniih  convention,  they  had  received  confidence 
from  the  Houfe,  in  expeAation  that  after  the  money  was 
produ<;ed,  fonoe  reafon  for  their  condud  would  have  been 
given  as  a  fatisfadiion  for  that  confidence;  but  as  yet  no  an- 
fwer  had  ever  been  given  to  any  of  the  queftions  which  were 
then  put,  which  he  thought  ought  to  have  been  treated  dif- 
ferently* He  approved  much  of  the  addrefs,  and  only 
wifhed  that  it  contained  a  paragraph  requefling  His  Majefly 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  fome  account  of  the  prefent  ft^ite  of 
the  negotiation. 

Sir  Elijah  Impey  rofe,  to  oppofe  the  addrefs.  He  obferved,  Sir  Elijsk 
that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved  it,  had  defired  to  Impey. 
know  theilate  of  the  treaty  in  negotiation;  he  wifhed  there- 
fore, that  he  had  added  to  the  addrefs,  words  to  that  effef^, 
bccaufe  it  would  have  brought  it  at  once  to  the  precife 
pointy  whether  that  Houfe  could  or  could  not  do  that  by  a 
dired  queftion,  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  done  by 
bilateral  terms.  Sir  Elijah  took  notice  of  the  arguments 
that  had  been  urged  on  the  ground  of  confidence,  and  faid, 
lie  had^not  heard  that  extravagant  confidence  claimed  by  the 
Minifler,  which  gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe 
with  him,  had  faid,  he  required.  For  his  part  he  mufl  fay^ 
that  any  Minifter  ftanding  in  the  fituation  in  which  the 
Minifler  then  fiood,  muft  have  confidence  as  long  as  he 
continued  to  fland  in  that  fituation,  and  the  confidence  re- 
quired, was  fuch  as  ought  to  be  given  during  the  pendency  of 
a  treaty  to  every  Minifter.  The  queflion,  he  obferved,  was 
not  a  queftion  of  prerogative,  for  that  he  hoped  never  would 
be  a  queftion ;  but  whether  the  people  in  that  Houfe,  by 
thtir  privileges,  were  to  have  as  much  power  as  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown.  When  Mr.  Grey  had  brought  forward 
the  firft  of  the  fet  of  queftions  on  the  ftatr  of  the  nacion. 
Sir  Elijah  farther  obferved*  be  had  faid,  that  being  tlie^ 
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weakeft  of  thofe  with  whom  he  a£led,  he  took  the  lead^  bar 
that  he  fliould  be  followed  by  gentlemen  of  greater  abilities 
As  he  faw  the  fame  honourable  gentleman  had  come  forwaid 
that'day  with  another  queftion  on  the  fubjeft,  -lie  took  it  for 
granted,  bir  Elijah  faid,  that  the  abilities  of  the  hanoaraUe 
gentlemen  near  him  had  been  all  tried,  fince  the  honouraUe 
gentleman  who  feconded  the  motion  before  the  Tad,  liad  fat 
down  without  faying  any  thing  more  than  that  the  queftioB 
had  bef'.n  fo  fully  debated,  that  he  could  fay  no  more  on 
the  fubjeia. 

As  to  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  Sir  Elijah  declare^ 
he  muft  give  it  his  negative.  The  Minifter  had  faid,  fae 
iliDuld  think. it  his  duly,  before  hoAilities  commenced,  i» 
lay  before  the  Houfe  diftindly  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
was  deemed  neceflary  to  enter  into  that  boftility.  Tlie 
anfwer  to  this  was  motion  after  motion,  upon  which  the 
Houfe  had  feverally  voted  in  favour  of  the  Minifter,  aal 
furely  there  was  a  time  when  the  queftion  ought  to  be  fetat 
refL  An  honourable  gentleman,  Sir  Elijah  obferved,  hal 
afked  what  he  was  to  tell  his  conlVituents,  when  theyoi** 
quired  for  what  his  vote  had  been  given  ?  That  honourable- 
gentleman  ought  to  tell  his  conAituents  the  truth ;  that  it 
was  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  arm  in  order  the  more  efi^o- 
tually  to  negociate;  but,  that  if  war  ihould  he  necelTarjy 
the  Houfe  would  know  the  grounds  of  it  before  hoftihties 
commenced*  Sir  Elijah  concluded  with  faying,  that  furdj 
the  Minifter  had  pledged  himfelf  to  great  rcfponfibility,  aoa 
might  therefore  be  left  to  perform  his  duty  unembarrafied  by 
fuch  queAions  as  that  before  the  Houfe. 

IrSr.  pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  P//^  meant  not,  he  faid,  then  to  go  at  all 
into  the  debate,'  hut  His  Majefty's  MiniAers  had  been  ib 
often  perfonally  alluded  to,  and  efpecially  by  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  who  had  juA  fat  down,  that  lie 
extremely  defirous  of  being  peifeftly  underAood.  He  had 
imdouhtedly  Aated,  that  by  the  vote  which  the  Houfe  had 
come  to  upon  His  MajeAy?s  meflage,  they  had  not  pledged 
themfelves  to  fupport  a  war,  Aiould  the  negotiation  end  ia 
hoAilities;  but  if  that  ihould  unfortunately  be  the  caie^ 
that  whenever  gentlemen  were  called  upon  to  vote  either 
money  or  approbation,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  MiniAers  to 
Aate,  .and  to  Aate  diAindly,  what  the  grounds  and  occaiioa 
of  thofe  hoAilities  were.  Farther  than  this  he  had  not  Aated. 

Sir  Elijah      Sir   Elijah  Impey  explained,  and  apologized    for   having 
Impey.    made  ufe  of  words  relative  to  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  had  extended  farther  per- 
haps than  he  himfelf  had  meant  to  go» 

Mr.  Fox^       Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  rife,  while  the 
Tight  honourable  gentleman's  wojds  were  freih  in  theme- 
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iDory  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  the  wide  and  efleotial  difference  between  the  Aatement  of 
the  rig})t  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  of  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend.  When  the  fatter  had  concluded,  he 
was  ready  to  get  up  and  entreat  his  honourable  friend  to 
withdraw  his  addrefs,  if  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  would 
adhere  to  what  the  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  which  was^ 
that  Parliament  were  not  pledged  by  any  vote  to  agree  to  ;i 
war,  and  that  before  hoftilities  commence,  the  Minifies: 
muft  lay  before  them  the  grounds  for  going  to  a  war;  in 
thfjt  cafe,  all  he  would  have  af^ed,  inflead  of  the  addrefs, 
would  have  been  a  refolution,'  that  the  Minifler  could  not  go 
to  war  without  giving  previous  notice  to  that  Houfc. 
However^  it  wsis  better  as  it  happened,  that  he  had  given 
way  to  the  right  honourable  gentlen^an  who  fpoke  lafl,  and 
who  had  flated  the  mr^tter  in  a  very  (different  light.  For  he 
hasfaid,  that  you  have  already  voted  an  arme^  negotiation; 
but  fhould  that  negotiation  unfortunately  end  In  \var,  when 
be  came  to  afk  fupplies  fbr  the  expence  of  that  war,  h% 
wrould  think  it  his  duty  to  lay  the  grounds  of  that  war  before 
the  Houfe ;  fo  that  in  place  of  Parliament  Ipying  previous  • 
notice,  and  its  being  in  their  power  to  prevent  ^  war,  fhould 
they  difqpprove  of  it,  which  lie  was  fpre  they  mufl,  they 
irere  to  be  prorogued  upon  the  eve  oif  its  commencement^ 
md  when  called  together  fix  months  afterwards,  have  to  de- 
fray the  heavy  expence  of  carrying  it  on  all  that  time,  which 
t  would  be  impoffible  to  refufe  aft^r  it  was  incurred.  Now 
le  would  flate,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  by  way  of  hypothefis,  that 
his  war,  which  muft  be  difapproyed  of,  had  been  going  on 
luring  the  time  they  were  ahfent,  great  increafe  of  the ' 
limy,  navy  and  fupplies,  ordinary  ana  extraordinary,  mufl 
>e  demanded;  he  would  therefore  afk,  whether  it  would  not 
«  better,  and  more  rational  to  flop  the  calamity  in  the  out- 
i?t,  than  to  come  to  Parliament  for  advice  or  affiftance,  after 
lot  only  this  country,  but  many  other  powers,  might  be 
entangled  In  a  bloody,  ruinous,  and  expenfive  war?  The 
irft  was  m6ft  likely  to  fecure  peace  and  happineft  to  the 
country,  and  the  other  the  certain  way  to  fpi  Jl  the  blood  and 
rafte  the  treafureof  the  country.  His  conftituents,  he  faid, 
irere  not  far  ofF,  and  their  fen  le  might  be  foon  known  ;  but 
n  the  opening  of  this  fef&on,  it  was  much  boafled,  that 
he  addrefs  to  His  Majefly  was  moved  by  the  r  eprefentativ6 
f  a  great  county,  and  feconded  by  the  repref  en  tative  of  a 
ich  and  populous  city;  and  what,  he  would  afk  ,  could  any 
f  them  fay  to  their  conftituents  ?  why,  tha  t  they  had 
oted  for  a  foolifh  armament,  they  knew  not  w  hy,  and  had 
oted  away  large  fums  of  their  money,  witho  ut  knowing 
ow  much,    or  wherefore.     All  this,  however,    njuft  be 
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done  fromconfidence  in  the  Mintfter,  and  a  delicacy  about 
interfering  with  the  King's  prerogative; — for,  upcm  ;iili»|e 
ponftrudlion  of  prerogative^  they  werb  not  to  interfere  fa 
prevent  an  unjoft  war,  but  when  Miniilers  came  to  aik  mo* 
ney  for  the  expence  of  it»  they  were  to  by  the  grounds  q{ 
the  war  before  the  Houfe-r-a  very  great  f^tisf^iAiontoIr 
fure; — bi|t  be  feared  th^t  would  b^  but  cold  comfort  tothdf 
con^ituents*  It  had  beeq  faid,  th^t  w^  were  to  ariSv  (b«t 
not  to  go  to  war),  from  confidence.  This  was  a  diSeieitf 
^ueftion :  but  the  tair  (late  of  the  buiinefs,  be  f;|id,  was,  tbt 
while  they  gave  confidence  to  Minifters  they  were  to  reania 
in  tQwn^  and  when  it  is  their  duty  to  watch  the  condodof 
Minilier^y  and  the  inrerefts  of  their  conftituents,  they  men 
to  he  difperfed  over  the  country ;  fo  that  when  they  were  tp 
confide,  which  they  mij^ht  as  well  do  in  their  hoafesiatlie 
jcpuntry,  they  are  to  be  prefent ;  and  when  they  ought  to 
watch,  they  are  tq  be  abfent.  And  fiippofing  them  toba 
called  together  in  November,  they  are  to  find,  that  wUk 
{Parliament  w^  not  fitting,  the  country  had  been  plunged  it 
yrar^  h}ood  fpilt  in  different  quarters,  a  lofs  of  all  otheny 
fhe  mcfi^  irrqiarable,  and  an  accumulated  load  of  expencA 
heaped  upon  their  conftituents,  without  their  apppobatioai 
^onfent,  or  knowledge — why,  terrible  and  deftruAive  ai 
this  proipeS  would  be,  all  power  to  prevent  it  is  taken  froat 
iParliji^iiient,  by  prorc^ing  them,  and  the  mifchiefi;  of  tfaii 
wild,  rafiift  and  unprofitable  fyilem  will  be  known,  wka 
toQ  late  to  be  remedied ;  for  certainly  p^ce  is  not  fq  eafilj 
to  be  made»  as  it  is  to  be  broken. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  w^r,  when  it  is  the  doty 
and  the  risht  pf  Parlian^ent  to  enquire  into  and  know  the  i^ 
tuatiqn  of  the  country,  the  Kir>g*s  Mtnifier  tells  tbeoni 
f hat  tl^y  ihall  not  fontinae  to  (it ;  and  having  got  fo  moch 
confidence  for  his  negotiation,  till  they  are  to  be  caUed  opot 
for  the  expences  of  the  war,  they  are  not  toknqw  why  it « 
entered  into;  and  for  this  unparaUelled  and  inonilroosoo 
du£^  of  MinifterSf  they  fhelter  themfelves,  as  ufuai,  nndet 
ftate  fecrecy,  which  they  find  amazingly  ufeful  upon  all  fis^ 
inilar  dccauons.  Much  h^d  been  faid  abou^  confiileacyi 
and  the  period  at  which  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Miniftetsm 
give  Tome  explanation,  though  fome  gentlemen  had  goneiii 
^r  as  to  fay  it  might  never  arife,  particularly  the  honourabk 
and  learned  gentleman  who  gave  a  fpee^h  for  his  conAituetir%i 
;ind  had  told  him  to  fay  to  them,  that  he  had  voted  froa 
confidence  in  the  Kin^S  Minifter  for  a  negotiation,  and  thtf, 
the  Mxniiler  had  referred  him  to  a  period  when,  perfiap^ 
fxplanation  might  he  given — ^This,  and  the  King*s  preroga^ 
tiye  to  involve  the  country  in  a  war,  Mr.  Fox  fa^d,  weif 
the  two  good  reafons  they  were  to  have  for  all  the  calainitie% 

Digitized  by  ^OOQlC        SnifCryt 


A.i'j^u  DEBATES.  i       ^ 

xnifery,  and  burthenfome  expences  that  mufl  attend  it« 
XJpon  fuch  a  fpeech  to  their  conftituentSj  would  they  not 
have  a  good  right  to  fay,  "  You  are  unworthy  of  the  truft 
^^  we  have  repofed  in  you;  you  have  fled  from  your  duty* 
<*  and  have  rifked  our  lives,  our  blood,  and  impofed  frefli 
**  and  oppreffive  taxes  upon  us."  For  he  would  maintain, 
that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  re- 
fufe  to  pay  the  expences  when  they  met  in  November;  and 
there  was  no  other  way  of  railing  the  money,  but  by  talking 
it  fjrom  the  pockets  of  the  people  by  taxes*  In  this  country 
it  had  been  underftood,  that  the  people  could  not  be  taxed 
^without  their  confent  given  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Pac- 
liament;  but  this  conilirutional  language  is  exploded,  and 
mre  are  told  that  it  may  be  otherwife,  becaufe  the  expences 
incurred  upon  the  right  of  the  King  and  his  MiniAers,  to  in- 
volve the  country  in  a  war,  without  the  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  abfolutely  denied^  firongly  as 
it  had  been  put  that  night.  It  was  true,  the  King  could 
rnake  war,  but  could  he  command  a  fleet  or  an  army  without 
the  mutiny  bill  ?  could  he  raife  a  fhilling  to  pay  them  r  In 
fhort,.  admit  the  right  of  the  Commons  to  grant  or  withhold 
the  fupplieSy  and  give  hin  his  great  prerogative,  what  is  it? 
But  gentlemen  fay,  we  are  not  afl^ing  much;  truft  the  King 
and  his  Minifters  only  with  a  little  of  your  privileges,  juft 
a  fmall  armament  or  k>,  only  to  put  the  nation  to  a  little  ex- 
pence  of  blood  and  treafure*  For  his  part,  he  would  fay, 
no  ;  when  you  can  fay  A,  you  may  fay  B,  and  therefore, 
however  much  he  rcfpefled  the  jiift  j)rerogatives  of  ih% 
Crown,  he  never  would  encroach  on  the  privileges  of  the 
people.  J 

When  proroguing  Parliament  without  advice  of  Parjia- 
.ment  is  mentioned,  we  are  told,  "  Beware,  you  areinfringr 
**  ing  upon  the  King's  prerogative,  who  has  the  undoubted 
**  right  to  difl!blve  and  prorogue  Parliament."  God  forbid 
that  this  Houfe  fhould  attempt  .to  wreft  any  of  the  King's 
prerogatives  from  him,  and  much,  they  were  told,  ought  to 
be  confided  ifi  the  proper  ufe  of  it.  Thefe  might  be  flne 
words,  and  found  well;  but  then  comes  another  prerogative, 
that  of  involving  the  country  in  a  war,  without  confent  of 
Parliament,  which  likewife  muft  not  be  interfered  with. 
Was  this  either  a  decent  or  right  way  of  arguing,  or  was  it 
not  the  moft  extraordinary  that  could  have  l^en  ufed  ?  Were 
we  in  the  fituation  which  this  extended  and  novel  idea  of 
prerogative'  places  us,  our  fituation  would  he  that  of  a  moft 
abfolute  monarchy  of  the  very  worft  fort.  Knowing  all 
this,  what  muft  the  country  think  of  the  myfterious  pro- 
ceedings of  the  prefent  feflion,  and  more  particularly  its 
abrupt  and  improper  prorogation,  fliould  it  take  place. 
-  Vol.  XXIX.  4  I  om^^e^^y^^^i^^e 
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which  he  traded  it  would  not. — Certainly,  if  an  anfwer 
might  foon  be  expefied  from  Ruflia,  and  foroething  decilivs 
be  known,  could  tfiere  be  any  good  reafon  for  prorbgning 
before  that  came?  Should  the  negotiation  terminate  in 
hoftilities,  there  muft  be  an  increafe  of  army,  an  increafe  of 
navy,  and  an  increafe  in  many  eftahlifhments,  which  would 
amount  to  very  large  fums ;  and  when  they  met  in  Novem- 
ber, all  this  muft  be  provided  for,  whether  the  caufe  of  the 
war  is  approved  or  not.  The  expences,  fuch  as  ftores  laid  in, 
and  other  articles,  were  of  a  nature  that  it  was  not  poffible 
for  Parliament  to  avoid  paying  them,  whatever  the  amount 
might  be.  For  all  tliis  calamity,  and  all  the  other  bad 
effedls,  that  muft  follow  an  unjuft  and  impolitic  war,  what 
was  the  recompenfe,  or  what  was  the  country  to  gain  ?  k 
had  been  faid,  that  Minifters  were  refponfible  for  what  they 
did.  Undoubtedly  they  were.  But  what  was  the  puoifli- 
ment  of  a  Minifter?  It  might  ferve  as  an  example,  but  it 
could  not  atone  to  the  country  for  the  ruinous  difafters  that 
his  folly,  ignorance,  or  raftmefs,  had  occafioned. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  furprifed  to  hear  the  latenefs  of  the 
'  feafon  fo  often  mentioned,  when  it  was  known  that  in  pie- 
ceding  years  they  had  fat  much  later.  But,  perhaps,  ft 
would  be  faid,  that  there  were  more  urgent  and  important 
caufes  for  it;  that  the  country  was  in  an  uncertain  and 
alarming  fituation ;  or  that  we  had  much  to  fear  from  the  fi- 
tuation  of  other  powers.  With  what  degree  of  juJlioe, 
this  was  to  be  faid,  he  left  to  the  Houfe  to  determine.  TTiis 
meafure  might  now  fuit  the  Minifter's  convenience,  by  get- 
ting rid  of  the  Parliament,  but  it  might  alfo  ulrimatelybe 
his  ruin.  He  feemed  to  wifli  for  an  abfolute  power  over  tha 
Houfe,  from  the  vote  they  had  already  given,  which,  no 
Minifter  would,  however  fond  of  prerogative,  hold  long 
«ver  a  Pjrli.iment  in  this  country. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  he  had  called  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  a  great  and  a  foitunate  Minifter;  and  then  he 
was  reminded  of  the  aufpices  of  Ca:far  and  other  great 
names  of  antiquity,  as  if  what  he  called  fortunate,  other 
men  would  call  wife.  He  knew  all  this.  He  knew  that 
where  a  fcries  of  fuccefs  had  followed  the  condud  of  any 
man,  that  which  his  enemies  might  attribute  to  fortune,  hi 
friends  would  with  jufiice  afcribe  to  wifdom.  But  in  this 
fenfe,  he  had  never  called  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
either  great  or  fortun  te.  He  had  defcribed  him  as  great  ia 
fituation,  and  great  in  power,  by  fortunate  circuraftances, 
over  which  he  had  nocontrbul,  and  in  producing  which  he 
had  no  influence.  The  revolution  in  France,  for  inftance^ 
he  had  often  defer ibed  as  a  mcft  fortunate  circumftance; — 
^  «m  event  by  which  thi^  country  was  exalted  to  pre  rmi* 
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Aence  among  the  ftates  of  Europe,  which  cOuld  not  hava 
been  attained  by  any  other  means.  Would  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  or  his  friends  contend,  Mr.  Fox  afked, 
that  the  vvifdom  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  any 
concern  in  bringing  about  that  revolution?  That  was  in- 
deed a  fortunate  event  for  the  Minifters  of  this  country. 
Mod  unfortunate  however,  had  been  the  ufe  of  it.  Inftead 
of  availing  himfelf  of  the  advantages  wliich  it  prefenred, 
which  even  obtruded  upon  him;  inrtead  of  exhibiting  the 
temperance,  the  moderation,  the  difpofition  to  conciliate, 
fo  conducive  to  the  honour  and  the  intereft  of  a  great  na- 
tion; he  had  thrown  them  all  away  by  rafhnefs  :ind  info- 
lence — for  friendfhip  he  had  procured  enmity ;  for  refpeft 
contempt.  He  had  defcended  from  the  high  elevation  on 
which  fortune  had  placed  him,  and  reduced  himfelf  to  the 
necefEty  of  having  recourfe  to  temporary  Ihifts  and  expedi- 
ents, by  what  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fliould  ever  conCder  as  th« 
moft  deplorable  incapacity. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  let  his  friends  look  to  the  confequences  ; 
but  let  them  not,  when  thofc  confequences  were  too  fenfiblj 
felt  to  be  difguifed,  take  the  reverfe  of  their  prefent  argu- 
ment, and  fay,  "  What  you  call  impolitic,  we  call  unfortu- 
**  nate,"  He  wifhed  the  prefent  queftion  might  be  carried 
by  a  great  majority.  If  it  were  not,  he  wiihed  the  majo- 
rity to  be  as  refpeflable  as  poflible ;  bur,  were  there  none  ta 
vote  for  it  but  his  honourable  friend  who  moved  it  and  him- 
felf, with  his  honourable  friend  he  Ihould  be  proud  to  divide 
for  it.  His  honourable  friend,  it  was  faid«  was  put  forward 
ps  the  weakeft  of  the  patty.  Well  might  they  fay.  Ex 
^ide  Herculcm!  What  muft  be  the  ftrength  of  that  party  of 
which  he  was  the  weakeft  ?  If  the  queftion  in  effeft  had 
been  already  decided,  it  was  far  from  improper  to  renew  it 
in  another  (hape;  and  even  where  other  men  had  failed,  the 
Rrength  of  his  honourable  friend  was  fuch  as  to  make  it  far 
from  a  defperate  experiment — Of  this  he  was  fure,  that  his 
honourable  friend,  by  bringing  forward  the  queftion,  had 
merited  the  gratitude  of  poftcrity,  and  would  receive  the 
tbanks  of  his  conftituents  and  his  country.  The  learned 
Tcntleman  had  faid,  that  the  Minifter  muft  give  an  account 
of  his  conduit  at  the  proper  time.  If  he  did  not  give  that 
iccount,  he  truftpd  the  learned  gentleman,  notwithftanding 
lis  diflike  to  impeachments,  would  lend  his  aid  to  impeach 
^inri.  The  fyftem  of  foreign  politics  which  we  had  adopted, 
rendered  us  at  once  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  Europe.  It 
night  he  truly  and  emphatically  defcribed  in  four  words, 
»nce  applied  by  a  great  ftatefmnn  to  the  meafures  that  gave 
►irth  to  the  American  war — Odiofum^  dcteJiabiU^  itnbecUlum^ 
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Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  jn  reply,  faid,  the  one  part  of  the  ri|ht  ho- 

.  Pundai,  nourable  gentleman's  argtiment  was  a  complete  anurer  to. 
the  ofher.  After  feeming  to  difpute  the  prerogative  of  thi. 
Crown  to  declare  war,  he  admitted  that  prenigati?^  and. 
then  added,  that  it  could  not  be  exercifed  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  privily  it  was 
to  withhold  the  fupplies,  and  that  privilege  in  the  one  cafe 
was  as  abfolute  as  prerogative  in  the  other.  Tbefe  were  p<H 
£tions  which  no  man  difputed ;  but  there  was  a  iingle  aig;^ 
roent  to  be  draw4i  from  them  applicable  to  the  prefeDtin«. 
ftance,  that  was  not  equally  applicahlc  to  every  other.  Ttaj 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  a  conflltutional  check  on  the  pitrorj 
gltive  of  declaring  war,  by  refufmg  the  fupplies,  if  thl^ 
thought  the  War  improper.  What  they  had  in  all  cafes  tli||g 
h^d  now ;  but  was  ih\i  any  reafon  for  interfering  with  aor ' 
ther  branch  of  the  prerogative,  the  power  of  the  CrowflJ 
proccgue  the  Parliament!  ^  His  Majefty's  meflage  had  bee 
followed  by  no  vote  of  credit,  no  fupply  had  beengr 
upon  it,  and  therefore,  there  was  no  ground  for  the  im 
tion  that  Minifters  wiihed  to  get  rid  of  Parliament  in  i 
carry  on  a  war.  The  Houfe  had  every  check  which  it  j 
fefled  at  any  time,  and  unlefs  It  could  be  {hjcwn  that  d 
checks  were  infu£Ecient,  the  whole  argument   fell  to 

Srround.    What  was  their  fituation  as  to  the  ptriod  of  I 
eflion?    The  complaint  was  very  different  from   irii 
had  been  formerly ;  the  fame  gentlemen  who  ufed  to  < 
plain  that  the  feflion  was  improperly  protraAed^  now  < 
plained  that  it  was  improperly  fliortened.    When  a  lei 
gentleman  compared  the  prefent  period  of  the  year 
that  which  Parliament  had  formerly  continued  littin|^] 
ihould  always  have  compared  the  time  at  which  it  met*^ 
November;  and  then  he  would  have  feen  whether  the] 
lent  was  likely  to  be  fliorter  than  former  fefflons;  wb 
Kufinefs  had  been  hurried  over  to  get  rid  of  Parlioi 
That  much  bufinefs  had  remained  to  go  through  for  the  1 
ten  days  was  owing  to  many  tilings  having  been  poftp 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  requeft  of  gentlemen  on  the  i 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  the  objedllon  had  examined  the  book  with  care^l 
would  have  feen  that  his  own  motions  made  a  confideraT 
paft  of  that  bufinefs.     There  was  now  no  buGnefs  before  ll 
Houfe,  except,  indeed,  the  ftring  of  refolutions  whidi^ 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  in  his 
To  what  end,  then,  was  the  feffion  to  be  continue 
Dundas  faid,  he  difclaimed  all  perfonal  confidence  in  1 
Minifler,     Well  entitled  as  his  right  honourable  friend  1 
to   fuch  confidence,  he  demanded   only  the  conftitub* 
confidence  that  mufl  be  given  to  every  Miniftert  wil 
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^Lch  the.  bufmefs  of  ex^utive  govern  men  t.  could  fiAt-^be^ 
arried  on«  The  Houfe  had  already  given  that  confidence. 
They  had  allowed  an  armed  negotiation  to  go  on  for  two 
[lonths,  without  interruption^  except  from .  the  repeated 
all  of  certain  gentlemen  to  difclofe  the.  circumftances  of  i^ 
he  negotiation,  which  the  Houfe  had  very  properly  rcfifted.  - 

That  it  was  not  the  prerogative  of  the  Crow^  to  engago 
q  war  without  the  advice  of  Parliaj^ient,.  Mr.  Dundas.  laid, 
le  fhould  be  as  ready  to  maintain  as  any  nun,  buttheprero**  • 
;4tive  of  proroguing  Parliament  was  not  to  be  controuled^  • 
lolefs  the  gro\ind  oT  controuling  it  w«i$.  pointed  out.    The  > 
Qng  might  often  be  unable  to  explain  the  circumftances 
vjhicb  led  to  war,  till .  w;ir  a<^iu<klly  commenced.    If  his. 
\^inifters  advifed  him  to.  prorogue  Parliament  to  avoid  re* 
living  its  advice,  they  became  refponfible  for  what  they  did^ 
;n4  muft  give  an  account  of  it  at. the  proper  time;  biit  the 
hypothetical  cafes,  put  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  . 
■liL  not,  and  could  not,  prevent  theexercife  of  thitprercga-.. 
jye.     There  was  nothing  at   prefent  to. make  the  Houfe' 
K)re  jealous  of  it,  than  on  o:ber  occafions,  when  it  was  ex- 

rcifed  without  queftion.    The  right  honourable  geatlemaa 
'  a^  faid,.  that  the  refult  of  the  negotiation  muft  be  known  in 
^  iv^^k^r  two.    How  did  he  know,  Mr.  E>undas  afked,  tbat 
':^]ght  not  continue  three,  fix,  or  eight  weeks:  and  was    * 
^rliamentto  be  kept  fittrng  for  foch  an  indefinite  period?  ^ 
^:..was  difficult,  he  (aid,  to  refill  appeals  to  men^s  ^affions  on 
■^ip  rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament,  wlien  enforced  by. 
*^ich  powers  of  eloquence  as  the  right  honourable  g«^i?Ieman 
'^■qjfefled.      They  were  flattering  to  their  rfprtlentatives; 
^■qt  they  muft  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  known  ' 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  unlefs  where  an. adequate  caufe 
^  :p  made  out*     Mr^  Dundas  concluded,  with  obftrving,  tbat 
^^Ditting  all  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  premifes,  his  . 
i^,y)clufion   did   not  follow.     Tliere  might  be  many   cafe« 
«^  liich  would  make  it  not  oidy  proper,  but  neceffary,  to  der  - 
i^'fre.  war,  without  the  previous  advice  of  Parliament,     In 
l«*»cs  of  particular  emergency,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  or  appre- 
^^ftifion  of  invafion.  His  Majefty  was  empowered  to  aflenDblo 
jf^liament  within  fourteen  days.     There  was  now  the  fame 
i<i(cks  on  every  exercife  of  the  prerogative,  tliat  there  had 
ki%i  for  a  century  paft.     1  here  was  no  particular  reafon  to 
lEsf'^ead  its  being  abufed;  ainl  confcquently  there  could  be  no 
;^^Wod  for  laving  extraordinary  reftraints  upon  it. 
|j  Mr.  IVindham  faid,  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  voting      Mr. 
cc*.''i^  addrefs  had  been   fo  forcibly  urg'^d  to  tlie  Houfe  by  his  Windham 
^sitht  honourable  friend,  that  he  believed  nothing  could  be 
5(?'ided  to  his  arguments.     He  could  not  in  the  fame  manner 
he(^1DpIiment  the  right  honourable  gentlen;ai*,  who  attejr.pted      t 
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to  anfvrer  them,  on  Iiisfuccefs.     He  appeared  tokkte^'i 
aukward  fituation  of  feeling  himfelf  called  upon  to  fayfoan^ 
thing,  when,  in  truth,  he  had  nothing  to  fay.    Mr*  Wiok^ 
ham  faid,  he  fympathized  with  his  (Mr.  Dandas^)zal 
fupport  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Pitt),  bat 
could  not  congratulate  him  on  the  effort  it  had  prodoo 
Mr*  Windham  called  on  the  Houfe  to  compare  the  zab 
with  the  argument.     They  were  told  that  they  were  not 
jnterpofe  with  their  advice  on  ordinary  occafions.    Was 
an  ordinary  occafion,  when  the  country  was,  for  any 
he  knew,  on  the  brink  of  being  involved  in  a  ruinous 
To  the  King,  they  were  told,  belonged  the  prerogatiw 
•decbring  war,  but  they  had  a  check  on  the  excrcife  of 
prerogative.     They  were  then  told  that  the  King  hod 
undoubted  prerogative  of  proroguing  Parliament;  andti 
by  the  exercife  ot  the  two  prerogatives,  they  were  to  be 
prived  of  the  means  of  exercifing  that  check  and  controilil 
which  it  was  admitted  they  poffeffed.    They  were  left  to 
flow   and    precarious  punifliment   of  the  Minifter,  whid^ 
after  all,  could  not  remedy  the  mifchief  that  called  for  p»- 
niihment,  and   were  totally  deprived  of  the   means  of  pre-^ 
vention.     What  anfwer  were  they  to  give  to  their  conftka«' 
ents,  when  aiked  what  care  they  had  taken  of  their  intfrefc?.! 
Were  they  to  fay  that  they  had  been  giving  their  con6daN| 
to  the  Minifter,  on  an  aflurance  that  when  their  advice  be* 
came  neceffary,  all  the  circumftances  were  to  be  explained  to 
them  ?     This  muft  naturally  lead  to  a  fecond  queftion— 
**  When  you  knew  that  your  advice  might  be  wanted,  wby   ! 
**  did  you  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  difperfed  almoft  at  them*- 
**  ment  when  that  advice  could  be  given  with  effeflJ*   To 
this  he  feared  no  anfwer  could  be  given. 
Mr,  Mr.  Sheridan  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  faid,  that  well «« 

^eridaa.  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  entitled  generally  lotbB 
praife  of  ability,  he  certainly  had  not  on  that  occafion  ad- 
vanced any  argument  which  could  make  it  neceflary  for  hifl^ 
or  any  gentleman,  to  rife,  efpecially  after  the  clear  and  ex- 
plicit anfwer  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  There  was  no- 
I  thing  to  reply  to;  nothing  to  refute;  a  convincing  proof 

I  that  the  motion  which  had  been  made  fo  ably,  and  in  the 

I  fupport  of  which  his  right  honourabh  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had 

I  wielded  his  Herculean  club,  was  unanfwerable.     All  the  pu- 

I  ny  efforts  of  the  other  fide  to  refift  the  blows  of  that  clnb> 

[  ferved  only  to  expofe  them  more  to  the  eyes  of  the  Houfe  in 

the  unequal  conlliil.     They   were  exhauffed  of  argument. 
I  But  his  right  honourable  friend  was  not  exhaaffeJ.     His  rich 

Land  fruitful  mind  had  produced  the  new  and  irreHftible  argu- 
ments which  they  had  heard,  and  which,  whatever  might  be 
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^j  Houfe.     But  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe>  Mr.  Sheri- 
;>  Taid,  were  not  only  exhaufted,  but  tired — They  were 

ed  of  being  compelled  to  fit  and  'hear  accufation ;  which 
^5y  could  not  refute;  tired  of  enduring  thefcourge,  and  of 
■lug  obliged  at  the  fame  time  to  kifs  the  rod  ;  tired  of  their 

m  fupporters,  whofe  clumfy  defences  ferved  not  only  to  ag- 
^avate  their  fuffering,  but  to  difguft  their  tafte.     And  thus 

haufted  and  fpiritlefs  they  fat  in  dejedled  filence,  and  left 

5  field  to  their  conquering  enemy.  Ever  till  now,  he  faid, 
^0  right  honourable  ge^uleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  at  leail  mad« 
"tihew  of  ingenuity  ;  he  had  always  faid  fomething  in  vin- 
'ration  of  the  meafures  he  had  taken,  or  in  fupport  of  the 
'bfidence  which  he  claimed.  But  now  he  lodked  round 
■  tth  a  fupplicating  eye,  and  prefixed  allies  into  the  fervice, 
■Tva  whoie.aid,  however,  he  did  not  profit,  and  whofe  ex- 
^es  even  he  was  forced  to  deprecate.  Such  was  the  fi- 
^'ation  in  which  the  oppofite  fide  flood,  and  with  fuch  com- 
-tte  triumph  were  the  arguments  of  his  hononourabte 
"ends  to  go  forth  into  the  country. 

He   could  not,  however,  fay,  Mr.  Sheridan   continued, 

at  there  had  been  nothing  new  advanced  on  the  oppofite 
'te.  The  right  honourable  gentlemen  had  told  them  two 
ices  of  important  information;  the  one  good,  and  the 
:^her  bad.  The  bad  point  was,  **  that  it  was  utterly  impof- 
:&Ao  for  him  to  fay,  when  the  armed  negotiation  might  be 
*  concluded,  the  anfwer  might  come  in  a  week ;  but  it  might 

be  a  fortnight,  a  month,  two  months,  or  three  months." 
hus  the  Houfe  was  told  that  there  was  no  reafon  to  be* 
!Ye,  that  though  Britain  had  armed  to  give  vigour,  dig- 
ty,  and  effeS,  to  the  negotiation  of  the  Cabinet,  they  had  . 
o  knowledge,  or  even  conjedlure,  of  the  time  when  it 
)uld  be  efleflual.  This  was  bad  news,  as  it  proved  that 
rmnefs  and  decifion,  which  ought  to  be  the  natural  compa« 
ons  of  an  armament,  were  wanting;  and  that  though  they 
id  put  the  nation  to  all  the  expence,  and  had  committed  its 
larafler  to  the  eye  of  Euroj)e,  they  had  not  fent  a  luefTage 
hich  mufl  draw  frcm  the  court  of  RulEa  a  fpeedy  and 
iiequi vocal  anfwer.  The  point  of  information  which  he 
)nndered  as  good  news,  was  a  difcovery  which  the  right 
^noiirable  gentleman  had^  made,  that  in  cafe  of  the  appre»- 
*nfion  of  an  invafion.  His  Majefty  might  convene  the 
arlinaient  in  fourteen  days.  He  had  not  been  extremely 
rcurate  on  the  point ;  but  it  was  his  opinion,  that  if,  when 
c  had  fent  our  fleet  to  the  Baltic,  it  fliould  be  difcovered 
at  there  Was  an  intention  in  the  Emprefs  to  invade  this 
mntry,  the  King  might  exercife  his  undoubted  preroga- 
vCf  and  convene  the  Parliament  in  fourteen  days.  This 
linion  was  important ;  for,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
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"man  was  going  into  the  Cabinet,  it  was  of  coiliequcficefi 
the  Houfe'to  know,  that  they  would  have  the  recomawoih 
tidn  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  this  ezerctledf^ 
'the  power  which  was  verted  in  the  Crown. 

No  man,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  difpofed  to  deny  tie 
two  prerogatives,  of  making  peace  and  war,  and  of  prORh 
'^uing  Parliament,  but  he  would  make  this  unqQaIi&dd^ 
'cl&ratfon,  that  the  prerogative  of  making  peace  and  war  n 
not  to  be  exercifed  without  confulting  the  two  Hoofesrf 
l^arliament,  When  they  could  be  cftnfulted.  The  praop' 
^ive  certainly  ought  not  to  be  exerciftd  without  fuch  confidta- 
I  tidn,  and  he  would  add,  that  it  could  not,  withoat  materat 

detriment  to  the  Crown,  and  without  endangering  tfaekl 
interefts  of  the  country.  The  tWo  Houfes  were  the  bel" 
^nd  founded  adviftrs  of  the  King;  for  thoogh  he  fiASi 
the  advantage  of  a  Privy  Council  (the  Meiaion  rf  ik 
i^rivy  Council,  called  the  Cabinet,  was  tinkndwn  to  At 
tonftitution)  the  true,  and  legitimate  advifers  which  tk 
Crown  was  bound  to  refer  to,  was  the  Commons  and  Lcvft 
iHoufes  of  Parliament.  It  tnight  happen  undoubtedly,  dot 
the  Crown  might  be  obliged,  from  external  circiimfiaaoe^ 
to  declare  war  at  the  time  he  could  not  confalt  thetvtl 
Houfes  of  Parliamipnr.  It  was  true,  and  it  was  a  deficAit 
the  confiitution.  It  was  a  calamity,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  lk 
tvhich  therefore  the  nation  might  be  occafibnally  fuljeJL 

.  But  would  they  covet  that  fituatioh  by  choice,  which  wasi 
neceffity  and  a  fault?  Would  they  voluntarily  put  tfaemfelvei 
into  a  fittiation  in  which  they  could  not  derive  the  fair  batf|- 
fits  of  the  conftitution  which  ^as  our  boail  ?     Mr.  Shcridai 
defjred,  that  they  Ihould  not  be  called  on  to  make  thtsfacn< 
fice  of  their  duty;  he  defired,  that,  that  which  was  tbei 
tight,  as  truly  as  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war  Was  dl 
right  of  the  Kin^,  namely  the  right  of  advifing  the  CioM 
might  not  be  furrehdered  by  their  own  fupinenefs,  nor  ft 
feted  to  be  taken  from  them  by  the  a£l  of  Minifters.     Tt 
addrefsto  the  Cro\Vh,  which  they  had  voted,  faying  geai 
rally   that  they    would   make  good   the  cxpenccs  of 
aiinattient,  wiis,  in  truili,  an  unlimited  vote  of  credit; 
Vi\h  he  averred  was  an  a<5l   which  the  Commons  Hoote 

.  Parliament  had  np  right  to  do,  confiftent  with  the  coatpa 
Ji^hich  fubfifted  between  them  and  their  cduftituents, 
kingi  ht  faid,  muft  not  dare  to  viohtc  his  compafi  with 
people.     And   in    like   manner   the  compadi  between  t 
Houfe  and  the  people  of  England  was  equally  bindings 
bv  granting  an  uilimited  ynte  of  credit,  they  had  donel 
which  they  had  no  right  to  <\'\     If  they  fliould  be  told 
they  oi*ght  iu)t  to  require  previous  information,  as  the 

'  was  ftill  left  to  thefi^,  Mr,  Sherklan  faiJ,  he  denied  t  ^ 
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Tftey  had  fnrrendercd  the  purfe-ftrings.  They  were  to  be 
leparated  and  lent  adrift,  and  the  key  of  the  ftrong  box  of 
England  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman* He  wa«  to  draw  on  the  public  fcr  what  fums  he 
pleafed;  nay,  and  without  ever  pledging  himfelf  that  at  any 
future  time  he  would  explain  to  the  country  what  was  the 
true  meaning  of  his  purfuit.  What  he  had  faid  on  a  former 
dajy  in  the  way  of  promife,  did  not  amount  to  what  a 
learned  gentleman  (Sir  Elijah  Impey)  had  faid,  and  it  was 
more  explicit  than  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
himielf  had  recolle6ted«  Something  between  the  two,  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  ftruck  his  memory,  as  being  the  aflertion.  It 
was  evident  that  the  promife  which  he  had  made  on  the  affair 
of  the  Spaniih  armament,  and  which  he  had  broken,  had 
taught  him  prudence,  and  he  was  now  cautious  how  he  pro- 
mifed  to  give  them  any  fatisfadiion  at  any  time.  On  the 
Spaniih  armament,  he  had  dire£tJy  promifed  them  to  explain  ^ 
the  whole  of  the  negotiation.  But  on  its  clofe,  not  one  expla- 
nation had  been  given-^lf  he  had  kept  his  word,  he  would 
liave  convinced  every  gentleman  of  the  impolicy,  injuftice, 
and  folly  of  that  whole  meafpre.  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded, 
with  obferving,  that  the  experience  of  that  armament  ought 
to  make  them  cautious  on  this.  And  he  thought,  that  they 
ought  to  come  to  a  refolutioli,  declaring  that  the  Houi[e 
Ihould  receive  from  Minifters  at  a  future  time,  a  full  and 
explicit  difclofure  of  all  circumftances  of  this  armed  negoti- 
ation, that  they  might  be  able  to  judge  of  the  policy  and 
wifdom  of  the  meafure,  on  which,  without  explanation, 
Minifters  had  demanded  the  confidence  and  the  money  of  • 
the  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  if  Parliament  had  not  been  fittrng,     Mr. 
the  negotiation  would  have  been  over  a  month  ago,  and  we   Mania. 
fhould  have  been  now  at  war.     He  would  vote  therefore  for 
the  addrefs. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion, 

Ayes,   -5;     Noes,   170. 

Adjourned  at  twelve  o'cl9ck. 

Friday,    ^d  June. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefented  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  the  paper  which 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  Sheridan  containing  Mr.  Holland's 
fiatement  of  the  fum  expended  on  Carlton  Houfe  and  the  bal- 
lance  remaining,  &c. 

"Lor A  Sheffield  i^\A.  be  (hould  trouble  the  Houfe   with  a     Lord 
very  few  words  pievious  to  the  motion  he  propofed  to  offer,  sWfHeldt. 
and  of  which  he  had  given  notice  yefterday.     He  intended  to 
move  for  a  Committee,  not  only  to  inquire  into  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money  voted  for  Clarlton  Houfe^    but  alfo  t(^e 
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confider  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  6ii  that  fubje6L    If  the 
Corpmittee  fhould  be  appointed,  he  thought  it  would  appear 
to  that  Committee^  that  the  fums  voted   were  not,  at  the 
time, .  fuppofed  to  be  the  whole  that  would  be  wanted  to 
compleat   and   furniih  Carlton  Houfe.      That  the  money 
voted  had  merely  pailed  through  the  hands  of  the  fervantsof 
the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  perfons  employed  at   Carlton 
Houfe,    and  that  bis  Royal  Highnefs  wiflied  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Crown  to  fuperintend  the  whole  of  the   bofi- 
nefs,  and  to  controul  the  expenditure  of  all  the  money  voted 
by  Parliamentfor  the  building  and  furnifhing  Carlton  Hoafe* 
His  Lordfhip    added,    that  it  would  appear  alfo   that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  was  much  dillrefled  by   expences  incurred 
refpefting  a  Palace,  which   was  the  property  of  the  Crown 
and  not  of  the  Prince,     He  then  moved,  <^  that  a  Committee 
"  be  appointed  to  examine,    whether  the  refolution  of  this 
<<  Houfe  refpefting  Carlton  Houfe,   has  been  complied  with^t 
<<  and  alfo  to  inquire  refpe<Sling  the  application  of  the  money 
«<  voted  for  the  additions  to,   and  the  furnifliing  of^  that 
*^  Houfe."    His  Lordihip  then  laid,   that  to  explain   more 
fully  hispurpofe»  he  fhould  read  a  motion,  which  he  fhonki 
wifh  topropofeif  the  report  of  the  Committee  flionld  be» 
what  he  thought  it  likely  to  be;    <^  that  an  eftimate  of  the 
**  neceflary  expence,  ofcompleating  and  furnifliing  Carlton 
^^  Houfe,  ihould  be  laid  before  that  Houfe,  and  that  fach 
**  expence  being  afceirtained,  the  compleating  and  furnifliing 
<^  fhould  proceed  under  the  direckion  of  the  Board  of  Works» 
**  or  of  fuch  officers  as  His  Majefty  may  pleafe  to  appoint.* 
Mr,  Pitt,       M^r.  Chancellor  Pitt  conceived  that  the  motion  of  die 
noble  Lord  applied  to  two  objedls;  firft  to  whether  the  re- 
folution  of  the  Houfe  had  been  complied^  with;  and  (ecDndly, 
whether  the  money,  tVhich  had  been  ifTued  in  confequence 
of  that  refolution,  had  been  appplied  to  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  granted.     There  was  an  account  already  liefore  the 
,  Houfe  fliewing  how  much  money  had  been  iiTued,  and  there- 
fore he  conceived  that  the  firft  obje£k  of  the  motion  was  un* 
necefTary.     As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  motion  there  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  no  reafon  for  urging  it. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  confidered  Mr.  Holland  as  a  public 

Sheridan,  accountant,  and  wasof  opinion  that  both  parts  of  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord  were  highly   proper,  fi nee  be  thought  it 
incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  inflitute  an  inquiry. 
Mr.  Pitt.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  wiflied   to  know  on  what  ground 
,  the  Houfe  could  inflitute   fuch  an  inquiry?    If  any    pcrfon 
'     could  declare  from  authority  that  fucl^  an  inquiry  was  agrct^ 
able  to  the  fentiments  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  he  would  not  refift  it.     He  begged  leave   to  ftate, 

Lthat  from  the  beginning  of  the  tranfadion  to  the  prefeat 
^'^'^'^^  ^  c  momenti 
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moment,  His  Majefty's  Mioifiers  had  ,not  confulered  tbem- 
felves  as  at  all  refponfible  for  the  money,  which  had  iflued 
to  the  Treafurer  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  oirer  which  the 
board  of  Treafury  had  nocontroul*.  Tlie  money  was  liTued 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Treafurer,  and  it  was  left  to  his 
difcretion  to  lay  it  out  in  the  way  that  might  be  moft  agree* 
able  to  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Mr.  Pitt  aiked,  whether  there 
was  not  an  objeflion  in  point  of  delicacy  to  inquire  into  the 
fttfajfA }  At  an V  rate  he  did  not  recollect  to  have  heard^  any 
ground  alledged  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  thqught  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  gone  into,  aiicl>  Mr.  Fox* 
he  believed,  there  was  not  the  leaft  objection  on  the  past  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs;  to  the  moft  minute  examination  of  the 
fubjedi.  When  Parliament  voted  money  for  building 
Carlton  Houfe^^  he  thought  it  material  to  the  honour  of  the 
HcHife  of  Commons,  that  it  fliould  not  be  applied  to  any  . 
other  purpofe,  and^that  the  money  (hould  have  been  fuffici* 
.  ent  tQ  have  co^xpleted  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  voted. 
It  was  not  creditable*  to  that  Houfe,  that  a  fpecific  thing  waf 
voted  to  bedbne  forhis  Royal  Hjghnefs,  and  that  afterwards 
that  thing  fhojold  not  be^done*.  /. 

Mr.  DundasktpT^Sed  his  reludlance  at  fpeaking  upon  the  Mr.Dun- 
fubjedl ;  he  howeVer  could  not  reftrain  himfelf  from  giving  dai. 
his  opinion  upon  it.  He  perfedly  recolledted,  he  faid,  the 
original  qucftion  which  gave  rife  to  that  debate.  Four  years 
ago  a  propofition  was  brought  forward  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  bis  Royal  Highnefs,  and  there  was  then  a  fum 
included  on  account  of  Carlton  Houfe.  He  wifhed,  there- 
fore, to  aik  whether  any  gentleman  had  underftood,  that 
the  money  then  voted  would  not  be  fufficient  for  finifliing 
Carlton  Houfe  i  Mr,  Dundas  faid,  he  did  not  like  the  way 
in  which  the  bufinefs  was  then  brought  forward.  To  the 
motion,  in  its  prefent  (hape,  he  felt  a  direft  obje6lion)  fmce 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  the  way  in  which  a  bufinefs  of  that 
fort  ought  to  comebefore  the  Houfe.  Could  any  man  uhder^ 
ftand,  that  a  farther  fum  was  neceflary  for  finifliing  Carlton 
Houfe,  without  afrefh  application  to  Parliament?  it  had 
been  ftated  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (^Ir.  Fox)  that 
5000I.  only  had  been  allowed  for  furnifhing  Carlton  Houfe. 
That,  however,  was  a  miflake;  becaufe  the  5000I.  was 
given  for  finifliing  the  furni(hing  of  it.  This,  like  every 
other  meafure,  Mr.  Dundas  contended,  ought  to  have  been 
brought  forward,,  not  in  an  indireA,  but  in  a  fair,  open,  and 
manly  way  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Powys  afked  if  a  Committee  were  appointed,    and  on     Mr. 
inquiry  it  fliould  be  found  that  the  money  voted  was   duly    Powyt. 
applied,  bm  had  failed  in  completing  the  purpofe,  whether 
2  they 
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they  would  not  grant  a  facther  fuixi  for  c^npletiog  tk 
work? 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Cfaano^lor  Pin  faid,  when  so^oool.  was  Toted  oo 
account,  His  Majcfty  was  not  fvfe  that  the  whole  of  the  fra 
ftated  in  the  eftimate  (35,0001.)  was  neceflary,  and  whethec 
fomefavings  might  not  be  made;  but  it  was  afterwards  use 
thougI>t  proper  to  make  any  redddion,  and  it  was  deemel 
moft  advifeable  to  ifibe  the  whole  fom.  Knowing  this  to  he 
the  fsL&f  Mr.  Pitt  declared^  that  it  was  his  peculiar  d«cyto 
bear  teftimont  of  that  faft  to  the  Hbnfe,  and,  he  faidi  he 
could  not  confent  to  vote  for  moremoney  on  the  fahjed^  witii* 
out  fcdl  explanation. 

Mr.  Fox.  .  Mr/ J)?^  replied  that  he  very  much  doubted  whether  ally 
fpecific  fnih  was  everimntio'ned  withiik  t4k>fe  walls,  fit 
had  not  the  (snalteibrecolfoAtdA  4f  it,  alth^og^  he  iwnifMf 
it  was  true,  finceit'Was'ftatedby  the  right- honourable -ge^ 
tieman.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  was  not  honourable  for  the 
tloufe  to  vote  money  for  a  particular  purpofe^  Und  th^i  mC 
effed  thnt  purpofe.  The  right  honourable  gentfemaa  hsi 
faicl,  he  would  do  nothing  till  he-had  the  fulteft  cxplsmMMll. 
Mr.  Fox  confidered  it  as  a  duty  ineumbeiit  on  the  HoA 
to  conllder  this  fubje6t  as  a  little  ferious.  He  had  no  dodbt 
but  that  every  Member  of  the-Houfe  had  a  proper  attach- 
ment and  refpeA  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  would  fiee  ths 
propriety  of  fomething  more  bdng  done. 
Mr.  rowys  explained. 
Mr.  Ryder  okjeAed  to  going  into  a  Committee. 

Sir  Wm.  ^^^  ^'  Do/ten  obferved  that  Carlton  Houfe  had  been  the 
Oolbcn^  reiidence  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  grandfother  and  the  Frioceft 
Dowager>  who  had  made  Improvements^  but  never  called  00 
Parliament  for  money.  Sir  William  thought  it  was  proper 
that  there  iliould  be  a  place  fuitable  to  his  dignity  for  die  re* 
fiiknce  not  only  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  but  of  a  Prince  of 
'  Wales;  and  if  it  were  fairly  done,  he  would  not  ohjed  to  any 
reasonable  fum;  but  he  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  retnember, 
that  the  money  vored  for  every  ftated  claioi  was  fqueexed 
from  the  hard  hands  of  the  laborious  and  moft  induftrioas  or« 
der  of  the  people, 

Mr.  fox.      Mr.  F§x  explained  iha*  Carlton  Houfe  was  the  kafehoU 
.  property  of  the  King,  for  fourteen  years,  and  then  it  fell  to 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  propofed  an  amendment  to  the  mo* 
tion  of  Lord  Sheffield  by  moving,  that  thefe  words'fhoald  be 
left  out  of  the  motion,  <^  to  examine  whether  the  reiblution 
"  of  this  Houfe  has  been  complied  vvi^h.'*  This  amendment 
was  carried.  His  LordAiip's  motion  then  remained  in  this 
Ihape,  ^  That  a  Committee   be  appointed  to.  examine  re* 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


%^  179^1.  DEBATES.  tat 

^  fpefiing  the  application  of  the  money  (or  the  additions  to^ 
'^   Mid  fvrnilhing  of^  Carlton  Hocife.^ 

Mr*  Harrifvn4\A  not  conceive  it  poflible  for  any  objeAton     Mr. 
te-be  mside  totbe  motion,  and'  .he  thought  that  they  ought  HarrilbB. 
to  go  into  a  Committee  to  fee  whether  the  money  had  been 
properly   applied.      H^  faid,  a€   he  underftood  it  was  the 
i^rince  of  Wales's  wifh  that  the  application  of  the  mo-   > 
nice  ihould  be  inquired  into^  he  would  give  the  motion  h» 
fvpport. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  were  both  of  opi- 
tiion  that  very  feriout  doubts  were  to  be  entertained  whether 
the  motion  ought  to  be  granted.  They  believed  it  was  al* 
fB«ft  without  precedent  to  have  a  Committee  of  that  fort» 
tinlefs  they  knew  explicitly  that  the  motion  was  defirod  by 
bis  Royal  titghnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  A  ^motion  more 
ffilrefpedftilcpaldnotbemade,  Mr.  Pittfaid,  unlefs  it  ha4 
hif  Royal  Highnefs's  confent.  He  faw  nothing  elfe  tp  coon- 
terbalance  bis  objedions  on  the  face  of  it.  Ujflefs  therefore 
fame  gentleman  would  get  up  and  pledge  himfelf  that  it  wM 
the  Prince's  with,  he  muft  objeA  to  it^  and  he  did  not  k^oyt 
Imt  he  fliould  go  beyond  his  doty  as  a  Member  bf  Parliament 
to  agree  to  it  ev-cn  vnder  any  circumftances  or  'smy^explana- 

ttOftt* 

Mr.  fFifMam- bii,  he  wartlie  feft  petfon  td  fufp^  any     ^^^ 
mifapplication  of  the  money   voted  for^'t^rhon  l)<)Ufe,  but  windhaiK 
tk^y  ought  to  know  how  the  money  already  votedhadtMsea 
applied. 

Mr.  Noel  Edwards  tliought  it  was  highly  proper  toinftjttfte 
an  inquiry  on  the  fubje<5l. 

Mr.  Cnancellor  Pitt  a(ked  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  |^|.^  jfi^ 
any  inftrudlion  from  the  Prince  to  declare  it  to  be  his  wi(h 
that    the    application   of    the  money   {hould  be   inquired 
irttd. 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  certainly  not. 

Mr.  Sheridan  here  read  a  letter  from  Lord  Southampton 
lo  Mr.  Pitt,  one  of  the  papers  prefented  that  day,  from 
which  it  clearly  appeared  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales  was  extremely  defirous  that  an  inquiry  Ihould 
betnade,  andthe^  whole  application  of  the  money  fully  invefti* 
gated. 

On  that  ground^  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed 
to  a  Committee. 

The  Committee  confifleJ  of  the  following  gentlemen  r 
Lord  Sheffield,  Lord  J.  Ruffel,  Mr.  Dundas,  Lord  Apfley, 
Mr.  C.  Townfend,  Sir  W.  Dolben,  Mr.  B.  Watfon,  Mr. 
Anftruther,  Mr.  Baftard,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Mr.  Huflcy,  Mr.  N.  Edwards,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
M  r.  Sheridan* 
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The  Cnkr  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Hotife  to  idbbt 
itfelf  into  a  Committee,  on  the  Repori  of  the  SekdCoB* 
mittee  appointed  to  ei^amine  the  feveral  papers  reiatiiigli 
the  public  Income  and  Expenditure,  Mr.  Jolliffe  took  di 
chair.    '  * 

Mr.  Mu  Sheridan  rofe,  and  faid,  he  rejoiced  that  thejvm 

Sheridan,  now  in  a  form  to  examine  with  accuracy,  whether  bis  afi^ 
tions  and  predi&ions  on  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  or  tbfifr 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  been  verifieikf 
fads  and  events.    The  Committee  need  not  be  alarmeiai 
the  number  of  the  refolutions  which  he  meant  to  move  (foitf) 
although'they  were,  he  believed,  one  for  every  Member  ptt^ 
fent ;  becauCe,  being  founded  on  the  reports  of  the  Reveart 
Committees  of  1786  and  1791,  it  required  but  little  si|^ 
ment  to  fupport  them.     It  was  unnecefiary,  he  faid,  forUtt 
to  preA  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee^  that  no  foljift 
,   could  be  more  important,  than  whether  or  not  ParliaoMl 
was  doing  its  .duty  to  the  Public  on  the  ftate  of  the  fioanovf 
jwas  pxjbtibiting  a  true  account  of  their  aflual  fituation,  mi. 
watchtm  0ver  every  circumjftance  in  the  receipt  and  exp» 
ditme  of  the,  money  levied  on  the  pec^le,  with  the  atteoMt 
that  their dftty^tp  their  ^onftituents  required. 
'  Experience  (hewed,  that  all  the  circumftances  of  domefie  | 
economy^  in  whiftb  natlokis  were  formerly  tnterefted,t]ie]ii^ 
triotifiH^f  their  ^^i^rs,  and  the  charaders  of  this  or  dai 
great:ipa%^.were  becoming  daily  pf  lefs  iinporunce,  euafi 
the  management  of  public  money,  and  the  mode  of  takiiigk 
from  the  people.     When  he  confidered  this,  he  faid,  he  oitt 
not  but  be  furprifed  at  the  conduft  of  the  Houfe  of  CoimiMM^ 
on  a  fubjedl  to  which  he  thought  they  could  not  be  too  II*  i 
tentive.     Inftead  of  attention,  he   (>ad  obferved,  for  ffliAf 
years,  a  remiiTnefs,  which  was  far  from  creditable.   Fna  1 
the  examination  of  public  accounts  they  feemed  to  ibriokai  i 
from  a  taik,  which  was  either  not  within  their  province^  or 
above  their  comprelienfion.     Revenue  regulations  and  tat 
bills  they  appeared  to  conGder  as  things  which  they  were  t» 
vote  on  confidence  in  the  Minifter,  notwithftanding  thi 
multitude  of  provifions  which  they  generally  contained,  If 
ajmoft  every  one  of  which  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  was  fsoi 
or  lefs  conneAed.  *In  confequence  of  this  confide^tia^ca^^ 
leflhefs,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  never  been  able  to  i^eta 
tax  bill  printed,  though  he  had  often  attempted  it,  an  attempt 
in  which  he  was  perfuaded  he  mud  at  length  fucceed;  foriti 
was  not  to  be  believed  that  the  Houfe  would  pcrfcvcre  i» 
pafiing  bills,  containing  a  great  variety  of  important  vA 
complicated  claufes,  without  taking  the  ordinary  meaos  to : 
comprehend  and  underAand  tlieov*  ^ 

Iti 
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It  was  not  a  little  extraordinary^  he  faid,  that  when  tliey 
id  appointed  a  Sele£l  Committee  to  examine  and  revife  the. 
port  of  the  Committee  of  1786,  on  the  ftate  of  the  public 
tvcnoe  and  expence,  when  the  Committee  of  179 1  bad  made 
\  efilmate  of  the  probable  ex  pence  of  the  future  peace  eftab- 
(hment,  exceeding  the  eftimate  of  the  Committee  of  1786 
f  half  a  million,  that  the  Houfe  had  received  that  eftimate 
tthout  aiking  a  fingle  queftion  refpedling  the  caufe  of  the 
icreafe;  and  had  voted  fupplies  for  the  peace  eftablifliment 
f  the  current  year,  independent  of  the  armament,  exceeding 
leincreafed  eftimate  by  8oo,oool.,  without  a  fmgle  reafon 
Sgiied  why  the  peace  eftabliihment  of  1791  fhould  be 
neater  than  that  of  future  years  was  expected  to  be.  It  was 
pally  extraordinary  that  the  Committee  of  1791  told  the 
loufe  that  the  revenue  had  rifen  half  a  million  above  the 
limateof  1786,  and  that  the  permanent  expence  had  rifen 
lOve  the  eftimate  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  fo  that  .all  the 
reduce  of  new  taxes,  of  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  regulations, 
FtbeuDJuftiftable  extenfion  of  the  Excife  laws  fmce  1786, 
id  gone  to  the  fupport  of  new  eftab]i(hments,  and  not  to  the 
idadion  of  the  public  debt.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
tleSt  Committee  to  inquire  intd  the  increafe  of  the  eftab* 
(hments.  They  had,  however,  made  an  eftimate  of  it  in 
leir  report,  and  fuch  was  the  refult  of  it.  The  Houfp  had 
iceived  it  without  theleaft  furprife.  Were  an  hiftorian  to 
lYe  an  account  of  the  a£Fairs  of  Europe-  fince  1786,  in  his 
hapter  of  Finance,  after  detailing  the  fjtuation  of  other 
Kates,  he  might  naturally  fay,  <^  When  we  look  to  Great 
ritain,  after  the  inquiry  that  ftie  had  inftituted,  and  the 
inciples  of  economy  that  ftie  had  laid  down,  wemuft  fap- 
)ie  that  fhe  was  availing  herfelfof  the  quiet  of  her  only 
rmidable  rival,  and  the  fccurity  which  flie  confequently 
ijoyed  was  employed  in  reducing  her  eftabliftioient,  and 
iplying  her  increaled  revenue  to  conquer  the  only  enemy 
e  had  to  dread,  her .  national  deljt."  Inftead  of  this,  we 
id  been  increafing  all  the  means  of  defence  in  proportion  as 
irftcurity  increafed ;  and  our  Miniftcrs  had  thought  it 
cir  duty  to  look  out  for  hew  enemies,  when  France  ceafed 

*  be  the  object  of  our  dread,  'Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had 
!ard  the  extraordinary  increafe  of  the  revenue,  exulting! y 
ited  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Steele)  before  Chrift- 
as;  in  oppefition  to  which,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  then 
ferted,  that  the  average  receipt,  fmce  1786,  did  not  amount 
'  the  eftimate  of  i78f),  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
>w  proved  the  aflertion.  In  that  average,  he  could  not  in- 
nde  the  receipt  of  the  laft  year,  becaufe  he  had  not  the  ac* 
oats  of  it  before  him.     But  he  admitted,  that  it  had  been 
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gnat,  and  flioukl^  by  and  by,  explain  from  wbat  dsemr 
ilaaces. 

The  Committee  of  1786  found  the  annual 

amount  of  permanent  taxes  at               •  jC*'^>^^^ 

Th«y  had  eftimated  it  at             -              -  I2i797,47i 

It  produced  in  1786             -                    -  ^h^^Sl^ 

Falling  fliort  of  the  eftimate        -  -  960^943 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eiccbequer,  continued  M^  Sheri- 
dan, whofe  bafinefs  it  was  to  raife  public  credit  as  highatb 
could,  that  he  might  iofe  as  little  as  poffible  of  lus  cnrs, 
refolved  to  get  rid  of  this  deficiency,  and  to  fcrew  up  thi 
annual  receipt  by  every  poffible  means.  It  was  highly  profcc 
to  do  this ;  but  it  ought  to  have  been  ddne  openly^  oq  a  &ir 
ftatement  of  the  caufe,  inftead  of  being  done  by  what  was 
called  regulation  of  taxes,  which  were  in  many,  cafes  mm 
taxes,  and  other  indireA  methods. 

It  was  a  falfe  principle  that  the  true  ftate  of  the  fiaaocff 
>)  was  not  to  be  told  to  the  Public.     Being  once  fairly  and  bo- 

neftly  Aated|  and  open  and  avowed  means  proirided  to  i» 
move  any  deficiency,  public  credit  would  iocreafie  with  pdb- 
lie  confidence.  As  one  inftance  of  indired  leveniK^  theaf- 
fefled  duties,  on  pretence  of  frauds  and  evafjons,  were  tnB» 
ferred  from  the  Excife  to  the  Scamp  Office;  and  inftead  of  the 
tifuai  mode  of  prefuming  every  man  to  be  innocent  till  fae  wai 
proved  guilty,  every  man  was  prefumed  to  be  a  defaeltcia 
who  could  not  prove  that  he  was  not.  Under  the  threit  of  1 
rigorous  and  expenfive  Exchequer  procefsi*  it  was  affiuaei 
that  no  man  had  paid  at  the  Excife  Office,  and  all  wen 
called  upon  to  pay  at  the  Tax  Office.  Tbofe  who  bad  paiJ 
and  had  miilaid  their  receipts,  or  who  did  not  like  tronibfai 
could  not  apply  at  the  Excife  Office,  as  they  were  toM  tbs] 
might  do,  to  have  the  payment  made  there  retoraed,  andbf 
this  mode  a  confiderable  fum  was  obtained,  bot  oertaioly  il 
a  very  unfair  way  of  taxation.  Something  fimilar  to  thil 
happened  when  10  per  cent,  was  added  to  die  aflefled  dvtie| 
as  part  of  the  ways  and  means,  for  the  expences  of  tfaeSfi^ 
nifli  armament.  About  three  months  after,  the  ColleM 
came  at  Lady  Day,  and  demanded  10  per  cent,  not  fcr< 
quarter,  but  for  a  whole  year.  With  jaft  as  much  pi»j 
priety,  in  point  of  principle,  might  he  have  demanded  itf 
ten  years.  All  thefe  indirect  modes  of  raifing  money  <* 
harnu  Retrofpedlive  taxes  deprived  rlie  confemer  of 
option  which  he  ought  to  have,  of  ufing  or  not  ufing  I 
thing  taxed;  they  in  fu  I  ted  the  feelings  of  men^  and  tan 
them  to  confider  taxes  not  as  a  fair  and  neceflfary  coutril 
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for  tfte  public  benefit,  t)ut  ds  a  harfli  and  unex^eiSied  impo*^ 
fuion. 

The  average  of  1 786  and  i  787  was  -        ^' 1^1295*663 

Lefs  than  the  eftimate  by             -  -             501,808 

The  average  of  1786,  ,87,  88,  was  -         12,468,092 

Lefs  than  the  eAimate  by             -  -             329,376 

The  average  of  1786,  87,  88,  89  -             -  tijb^^ySSl 

Lefs  than  the  eftimate  by  -                       143)934 

Thus  all  the  accounts  id  which  the  great  increaffc  of  the  re- 
venue had  been  blazoned  forth,  for  four  years,  had  been  cir- 
culated for  the  purpofe  of  deluding  the  Public,  and  obtaining  ' 
an  eafy  concurrence  to  the  progrefTive  increafe  of  annual  ex* 
pences. 

The  average  of  1786,  87,  88,  89,  90  *  £*t2iSjg,^oS 
Exceeding  the  eftimate  by  <-  -  81,837 

If  the  calculation,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  were  made  on  the 
amount  of  the  permanent  taxes,  and  tb«  land  and  malt,  the 
tefult  would  be  ftill  more  unfavourable  to  the  eftimate  of  the 
Committee  of  1786*  That  Committee,  befides  the  taxes  on 
Irhich  they  calculated,  pointed  out  various  additional  aids^ 
fo  that  the  Public  had  a  right  to  expert  a  confiderable  furplus 
above  their  eftimate.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
not  been  fparing  of  regulations ;  he  had  modified  and  amended 
tax  bills  with  all  the  efFe£t  of  new  taxes,  and  extended  the 
odious  fyftem  of  Excife,  and  yet,  with  all  thefe  helps,  the 
average  produce  of  the  revenue,  fince  that  eftimate  was 
made,  gave  only  the  inconftderable  excefs  above  ftated  — 
Gentlemen  muft  own,  that  there  never  was  a  period  more  '"- 

favourable  to  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  in  all  its  branches, 
or  than  which  a  more  favourable  could  be  expected.  Now, 
in  the  produce  of  1790,  which  alone  had  faved  the  credit  of 
the  Committee  of  1786,  even  in  appearances,  there  werecir- 
cumftances  which  contributed  to  fwell  the  amount  that  could 
tiot  beexpeded  to  be  permanent.  The  produce  of  the  fifty- 
third  week,  which  came  in  only  once  in  fix  years,  was 
193,0001.  By  the  additional  duties  on  fpirits,  impofed  be- 
fore Chriftmas,  about  ioo,oool.  had  been  brought  into  the 
account  of  that  year,  which  was  only  an  anticipation  of  the 
tcceipt'of  the  next  year.  The  duties  on  fpirits  exceeded 
^hat  they  produced  in  1786,  by  500,000!.  There  was  alfo 
an  extraordinary  increafe  on  tea,  wood,  and  tobacco.  It  had 
always  been  admitted,  that  putting  tobacco  under  the  Exciie 
lawsy  would  increafe  the  revenue  for  a  iliort  time  ;  but  it  was 
denied  tliat  the  increafe  would  be  permanent.  It  remained 
to  be  feen  whether  it  would  be  fo  or  not.  .  The  Committee 
•f  1 791  faid  the  increafe  of  revenue  might  be  relied  pn,   be- 
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caufe  it  was  on  articles  of  general  confumption,  Thfc  at^ 
tides  ftated  were  fo,  but  on  (iMny  other  articles  of  gcner^ 
confuinption  there  appeared,  from  the  accounts,  to  be  ade- 
creafe.  In  the  two  laft  years,  240>cx>ol.  had  been  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  General  of  theCuftoms  whkh 
3Pras  confidered  as  a  floating  balance  not  likely  to  be  diminifh- 
ed  ;  but  whether  diminiflied  or  not)  it  could  not  come  in  aid 
of  future  years. 

On  looking  at  thefe,  and  other  articles,  Mr.  Sheridan  £iid| 
he  did  not  think  that  the  receipt  of  1790  would  be  pernio 
nent.  The  felcft  Committee  had  very  properly  diftmfieJ 
the  receipt  of  that  year,  and  founded  their  eftimate  od  as 
average  of  three  years.  As  he  meant  to  follow  their  report 
asclofely  as  hecouldy  bis  refolutions  were  founded  on  that 
average.  The  expenditure  fince  1786  exceeded,  on  an  are- 
rnge,  the  calculation  of  the  Committee  by  about  one  mlllioo. 
This  excefs  had  been  defrayed  by  extraordinary  aids,  which 
werenovT  firil  proj^rly  brought  forward,  and  clafled  in  the 
report  of  the  feie^'  Committee.  They  amounted  to  fix 
millions;  nnd  by  fo  much  fince  1786  had  the anniial -expence 
exceeded  the  permanent  annual  income.  From  the  aocomt 
of  extraordinary  aids,  the  Committee  excluded  the  Dutch 
loan;  now  if  the  indalments  by  which  it  was  repaid  wa^ 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
public  debt,  that  exclufion  would  be  proper;  but  as  they 
were  added  to  the  ways  and  means  of  the  current  year,  the 
repayments  would  be  fpent  while  tlie  annuity  on  which  tfar 
principal  was  raifed,  remained,  and  would  be  as  much  an 
addition  to  the  public  debt  as  any  other  whatever.  He  was 
not  lefs  furprifed,  he  faid,  at  another  paflTage  of  the  report. 
After  dating  the  extraordinary  aids,  it  added,  **  From  the 
"  nature  of  the  articles,  which  havecompofed  thefeextraor* 
^*  dinnry  aids,  it  is  evidently  impoffible  to  form  any  eftlmafe 
**  of  what  farther  receipt  may  be  expe<Sed  under  fucb  of 
**  thofe  heads,  as  can  recur  in  future."  This  feemed  to  im- 
ply, that  fome  of  thofe  aids  might  be  expeSed  to  beeffictept, 
or  that  fomething  confiderable  might  be  flill  expelled  frooi 
the  whole.  Heafferted,  that  none  of  them  could  be  eSciciit 
to  any  degree,  except  the  lottery.  The  refpited  arrears 
from  the  India  Company,  amounting  to  522,500!.  -beinj 
paid,  could  produce  nothing  for  a  future  year.  Thearrean 
of  land  nr.d  malt  due  before  1786  had  gradually  dimtniftwd 
to  a  very  fmall  fnm,  and  were  now  exhau()ed«  Of  the  Ini- 
prefl  monies  and  monies  repaid,  amounting  to  820,x65L, 
6oo,ocol.  was  received  from  the  India  Company  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  troops  in  India.  This  ought  rather  to  be  coniidcred 
as  a  loan  than  an  aid,  "becaufe  it  was  a  claim  which  the  Coo* 
'^  4pany  bad  always  difputvd.  A  right  honourable  gentleroaa 
I  (Mr. 
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(Sir.  Dundas)  had,  indeed,  faid,  '*  Let  us  get  the  money, 
•*  and  fee  bow  they  will  get  it  back ;"  but  if  there  were  not  a 
certain  management,  h«  would  pot  fay,  collufion,  between 
Government  and  the  Company,  there  eould  be  little  doubt, 
but  that  they  would  get  it  back  on  the  fair  conftrudlion  of 
the  aft  of  Parliament,  on  which  it  was  demanded.  This 
appeared  to  fwell  the  paymetits  under  that  head  for  the  laft 
ti¥o  years  to  a  large  amount;  but  if  it  were  deducted,  the 
produccLofimpred  monies,  and  monies  repaid,  bad  fallen  to 
nothing. 

The  repayments  of  the  Dutch  loan,  Mr,  Sheridan  faid, 
as  he  had  already  {hewn,  muft  either  be  applied  to  the  ex* 
tinftion  of  debt,  or  thefum  lent,  added  to  the  Increafeof 
funded  debt.  The  army  favings,  which  had  arifen  from  the 
ifTues  of  the  war,  were  no  longer  produftive;  in  (hort,  not 
oneof  the  heads  of  extraordinary  aids  could  be  looked  to  in 
future,  except  the  lottery,  if  Parliament  fhould  thjnk  fit  to 
continue  it;  and  he  fliould  never  think  the  finances  in  a 
flourifliing  fituation  while  fo  mifchievous  a  fource  was  re« 
forted  to. 

Such  being  the  future  profpeft  of  the  revenue,  what  was 
thcftatcofthe  expenditure?  The  Committee  of  1786  efli- 
tnated  the  navy  at  i,8cx^)OocL;  the  Committtee  of  1791 
cftimated  it  at  2,ooo,cool.  What  confidence  could  the  pub- 
lic give  to  fuch  eflimates,  when  they  fa w  fucb  an  increafe, 
without  any  reafon  affigned  for  it,  and  when  they  faw  a  fum 
voted  for  the  current  year  confiderably  exceeding  the  hlgheft 
eftimate  ?  The  Committee  of  179 1  had  not  ilated  any  time 
at  which  a  peace  eAabliihment,  according  to  their  eAimate, 
might  be  expe<£)ed ;  and  in  forbearing  to  do  this,  they  had 
been  wifer  than  their  predeceffors.  He  wifhed  that  Minifters 
ivould  try  a  peace  eflablilhment,  if  it  were  but  a  year  or  two, 
by  way  of  experiment,  to  fee  how  the  circumftances  of  the 
*tountry  could  bear  it.  The  eftimate  of  the  army  in  1786, 
was  i,6cx;),oool.  in  1791,  it  was  1,748,842!.  The  ordnance 
in  1786,  was  348,000!.  In  1791,  it  was  375,0001.  The 
noble  Duke,  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance,  ftated  fuch  reafons 
for  the  increafe,'  as  {hewed  that  new  articles  were  always 
likely  to  arife,  and  that  no  eftimate  was  to  be  depended  on* 
The  noble  Duke,  who  was  a  great  economift,  and  had 
many  qualities  that  fitted  him  for  his  department,  if  he  were 
not  fo  great  an  engineer,  added  reafons  to  his  eftimate,  and 
then  {hewed  how  little  faith  was  due  to  it, 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  had  now  run  over  the  heads  on 
which  his  refolut ions  were  founded ;  and  he  requefted,  that 
when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  heard  them  moved^ 
he  would  not  negative  or  move  the  previous  queftion  upon 
them^  HDlefs  he  could  {hew  that  they  were  falfe.     He  faid 
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this,  becaufehehad  moved  refolutions  on  the  report  of  the 
ComiiYittee  of  17869  which,  though  as  clear  in  point  of  f^, 
from  the  report,  as  that  two  and  two  make  four,  the  i^igfat 
honourable  gentleman  had  n^atived,  pn  pretence  that  t)^ 
contained  fads  indeed,  but  fa^s  which  it  was  not  ueceflary  to 
declare.  It  was  hardly  needful,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  to  re^ 
the  whole  of  them,  becaufe  they  were  not  a  fcries  of  logical 
induftions,  but  independent  fai^s^  and  he  Ihould  move  the 
firft.  '      .     ^    .         . 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  P/«  wi(hed  to  hear  the  wholc^  beeanfi? 
the  obj[e£k  of  the  Committee  was  not  merely  to  inqaire, 
whether  the  refolutions  were  true  or  falfe,  but  whether  they 
were  material  to  declaring  the  ft  ate  of  the.  finances^  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  report  of  the  feloft  Committee. 
Mr.  Mr.    Sheridan  then  read  his  refolutions,  with  cotnments 

Sheridan,  on  each.  The  laft,  he  faid,  was  an  inference  from  the 
whole,  which,  if  true,  it  was  a  duty  which  they  owed  to 
their  <;onftituents  to  declare. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  PUt  rofe  as  foon  as  the  refolutions  had 
been  re?d, '  and  remarked,  tliat  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  now  read,  it  would  be  ntterly  impoHible,  at 
the  firft  view,  to  enter  into  the  variety  of  detail,  or  follow 
.  thefe  refolutions  through  the  multiplicity  of  calculacioas. 
At  the  fame  time  he  expreffed  his  defire  that  they  ihould  ua- 
dergo  a  full  and  fair  difcuftion.  There  were  fome  of  then, 
he  (aid,  with  which  he  agreed ;  others  to  which  he  w<»iU 
diilent,  but  upon  the  general  view,  he  did  not  think  that  they 
hieeded  be  put  to  the  queftion ;  and  the  conclufion  which  ht 
would  draw  from  the  whole  would  be  eftentially  different. 
He  therefore  wiftied,  that  for  the  prefent,  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  would  only  move  his  refolutions,  and  leave  them 
to  be  cohGdered.  /  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  like>yife  was  willing  to 
read  the  refolutions  on  the  other  fide,  in  order  that  gentlemai 
might  be  furniflied  with  the  means  of  comparifofi,  and  be 
Enabled  to  come  fully  prepared  for  the  difcufRon.  His  ob- 
jed'was  to  render  the  ftatement  of  the  bufinefs  fo  plaio^  that 
every"  man  in  the  country  might  be  fully  acquainted  with  a 
fubjefi,  in  which  ceri^aihly  he  was  moft  materially  interefied, 
the  iituacion  of  its  finances. 

Mr.  Rofc,      Mr.  Rofe  thought  it  would  be  beft  to  move  the  refolutions, 
'  and  havt'therd  printed ;  which,  though  not  fir i£Uy  regular, 
might  be  done  by  a  general  concurrence. 

Mr.  Sherldaii  exprefted  his  aflent  to  this  method. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  no  intention  now  to  enter  into  de- 
bate, but  fomething  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  for  which  he  was  forry.  With  fome  of  the  refo- 
lutions he  had  exprefted  his  agreement,  to  others  his  diilenr, 
but  that  upon  tlie  general  view  be  thought  that  ibey  needed 
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•  aiot  h/e  put  to  the  queftion.    Now  he  was  of  opinion,  that 

^very  one  of  the  refolutionsof  his  honourable  friend  ought  to 

jreceive  an  aye  or  a  no.    The  public  ought  to  be  convinced 

jwvhether  thefe  refolutions  were  lupported  merely  by  the  au- 

'  Xhority  of  an  individual,  or  founded  upon  fadls* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  no  objedtion  to  go  into  the  detail ;  ]^r.  Piti. 
hut  rhis,  he  faid,  was  a  point  which  muft  depend  upon  the 
iiifcufiiou  that  ihould  afterward^  take  place.  In  the  m^an 
time,  he  did  not  think  the  authority  of  one  individual  fuf* 
^cient  to  pall  the  Houfe  tq  decidje  upon  refolutions,  which 
.were  no^t,  upon  the  general  view,  deemed  of  importance. 
Monday  he  reckoned  might  be  a  fit  day  for  the  difcuffion. 
Mr  Pitt  then  read  ft^ven  prop*  fitions,  drawn,  up  by  himfelf 
and  a  few  frii^nds,  who,  he  faid,  h^d  taken  great  pains  with 
the  fubje6l.  As  to  extraordinary  expences  and  extraordi-* 
nary  rciources,  neither  of  thefe,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  taken 
into  coniideration.  If  it  Ihould  be  thought  neceflary  iike- 
wife  to  bring  forward  thefe,  they  ,w.ouJd  form  two  other  re- 
folutions. He  tru/led  now  that  gentlenjen,  being  in  full 
pofleflion  of  a^l  the  mati>rials  of  difcufllon,  would  l^e  enabled 
to  come  to  a  decided  conclufion  on  the  lubjeft. 

Mr.  i%9;r  rofe  again  and  faid,  the  chief  objed  was  no.r,  inMr.FcMu 
his  opinion,  the  refult  that  the  Houfe  would  form,  but 
which  the  public  at  large  would  form  ;  for  though  they  had 
hot  in  common  with  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  the  advan- 
tage to  be  drawn  from  the  power  of  reafoning  upon  figures, 
yet  they  could  eafily  diflinguifh  what  wete  fa£is  decided 
upon  hy  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
ground  their  opinion  upon  thofe'fa£ls.  He  repeated,  that  it 
was  his  earneft  wi(h  to  have  on  every  proportion  a  diftinft 
affirmative  or  a  diftinfl  negative. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  he  had  no  obje£lion  tothofe  Mr.  Pitt, 
fads  which  fhould  lead  to  a  conciufion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  thajt  his  objedl  was  not  merely  to  ftate  m^^ 
fafts  and  figures  for  the  information  of  ttie  Houfe  and  the  Sheridaa. 
country  ;  he  wanted  like  wife  fomething  to  be  done.  He 
wanted  the  Houfe  to  difapprove  of  the  extraordinary  expence, 
that  the  Minifter  might  be  called  on  for  an  explanation.  If 
the  expence  of  the  eftabliOiments,  he  obferved,  (hould  ftill 
jncreafe  with  the  revenue,  a  fyflem  would  be  efiabliihed  of 
the  moft  laviih  prodigality*  The  propofitions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  were  in  general  fair  and  ex* 
plicit;  with  the  firft,  however,  he  could  not  concur.  The 
income  of  thefe  five  laft  years  had  not  exceeded  the  eAimate 
of  the  Committee  of  1786;  for  they  had  aflerted,  that  if 
certain  laws  were  ena£led  for  tlie  protedlion  of  the  taxes, 
they  would  produce  fo  much  more.  On  that  ground  he 
would  negative  the  firft  refolution.     They  had  likewife  faid9[e 

thai 


630  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1791. 

that  the  extraordinary  expences  would  be  defrayed  by  the  ex- 
traordinary receipts:  in  this  too  they  hadjatled,  for  a  loan 
had  become  neceffary. 
Mr.  Mr.  Thornton  (li'idy  he  could  not  but  feel  fomo  alarm,  as  a 

TbomtoB  Member  of  the  fele6t  Committee,  when  the  honourabk 
gentleman  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  come  forward  with 
thirty-five  refolutions,  partly  grounded  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee;  he  was  happy,  however,  to  find  that  the  whole 
fubjeA  was  to  undergo  a  regular  and  deliberate  difcufllon  on 
Monday. 

'    At  length  the  Chairman  was  dire^ed  to  report  progrefs, 
and  the  Committee  were,  upon  motion  in  the  Houfe,  ordered 
to  fit  again  on  Monday. 
I^r,  Mr.  Benfield  was  then  called  on  from  the  Treafury  fide 

Bcnfield.  of  the  Houfe  to  proceed  with  his  comments  on  the  Eaft-Ioda 
budget,  but  he  excufed  himfelf  from  entering  upon  a  long 
detail  of  figures  at  that  late  hour,  and  named  Tuefday  sexs, 
which  was  agreed  on. 

Mr*  Pitt.       Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  as  they  had  not  any 
private  bufinefs  on  the  table,  he  hoped,  that  on  Monday  and 
Tuefday,  gentlemen  would  come  down  early,  and  enter  ap» 
on  bufinefs  dt  four  o'clock  each  day  prccifely. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Minday^  bthyune^ 

The  adjourned  debate  on  Mr.  Cecil's  Divorce  bil!,  iccord« 
ing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being  refumed,  and  the  ^ neftioo 
being  put,  "  That  this  bill  do  pafs," 
Mr.Baker  Mr.  Baker  wifiied  to  call  the  attention  .of  the  Honie  to 
the  bill  then  before  them,  in  which  there  did  not  a(>pear  to 
him  to  be  fufficient  provifinn  made  for  Mrs,  CeciL  Mr. 
Baker  ftated  that  Mrs.  Cecil  had  brought  Mr.  Cecil  a  very 
large  fortune,  confiding  of  an  efiate  of  6000L  per  annum, 
and  many  thoufand  pounds  in  ca(h.  That  Mr.  Cecil  had 
run  through  the  greater  part  of  both.  That  after  having 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  one  criminal  fa£l,  he  had  forgiven 
it,  and  imprudently  delivered  Mrs.  Cecil  into  the  hands  of 
the  adulterer.  The  latter  faft,  Mr.  Baker  fcid,  was  not 
in  proof  before  the  Houfe,  but  he  had  heard  it  from  a  quarter 
which  left  no  doubt  within  his  mind  of  its  authenticity.  Mr. 
Baker  remarked,  that  the  Houfe,  in  the  confideration  of 
Divorce  bills  if)  general,  paid  too  little  attention  to  the  pro- 
vifion  for  the  lady,  and  as  he  could  not  but  conclude,  that 
when  apprized  of  fuch  fafls  as  he  had  fiated,  in  a  cafe  of 
A.  and  B.  (or  any  indifferent  parries,  who  were  not  of  rank 
and  expectation  in  the  country,  from  their  near  alliance  to  a 
noble  Earl),  the  Houfe  would  not  pafs  fucK  a  bill  as  the 
prefent,   he  was  content  with  having  done  bis  doty,  aad 
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irould  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  a£l  as  they  thought  pro-* 
per. 

This  gave  rife  to  a  fliort  debate. 

Mr.  PowysfM^  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,     Mr. 
virould  have  induced  hint)  to  oppofethe  hill,  had  he  not  under-    Powyg* 
flood  that  a  noble  Lord  had  engaged  to  pay  Mrs.  Cecil  an 
sinnuity  of  icocl.  a  year,  and  that  (he  was  perfe£lly  <fontented 
%^ith  the  bill  as  it  flood  at  prefent. 

Sir  George  Howard  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  the  Sir  Geo. 
preceding  day  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  CcciFs  agent,  Howard, 
acquainting  him,  that  {he  was  perfe<flly  fatisfied  with  the 
provifion  ibe  had  already,  and  the  annuity  Lord  Exeter  had 
engaged  to  allow  her  of  loool.  a  year*  Sir  George  faid,  the 
agent  was  in  waiting  ready  to  come  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe, 
and  give  an  anfwer  to  any  queftions  they  might  pleafe  to  put 
to  him. 

Sir  fflUiam  Scott  remarked,  that  there  were  in  the  cafe  Sir  Wm. 
tlirec  parties,  Mr.  Cecil,  Mrs«  Cecil,  and  the  Houfe,  whofe  Scotu 
duty  it  was  to  fee  that  proper  proviiion  was  made  for  the 
lady  in  the  bill..  Confentof  parties.  Sir  William  obferved", 
was  always  a  circumftance  of  fufpicion  in  cafes  of  that  na- 
tof^e,  and  ought  to  operate  rather  as  an  alarm  to  the  caution 
of  the  Houfe,  than  as  a  circumftance  tending  to  fdtisfy  them 
that  their  duty  was  performed*  be  wiflied  that  the  agent  for 
Mrs.  Cecil  might  be  called  in. 

Mr.'  Grey  was  then  called  to  the  bar,,  and  upon  being 
queftioned  by  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  George  Howard,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  NIr.  Baker,  and  Mr.  Hufley,  afiured  the  Houfe 
that  Mrs.  Cecil  gave  her  free  confent  to  the  bill,  and  was 
(attsfied  with  the*  intereft  of  fev%nteen  thoufand  pounds* 
which  ihe  was  entitled  to  by  her  marrbge  fettlement,  and 
an  annuity  of  loool.  which  Lord  Exeter  had  engaged  to  pay 
her  and  to  fecure  on  his  eftate,  in  lieu  of  her  pm  money. 
After  fome  farther  converfation,  and  Mr.  Grey  being  with* 
drawn, 

Mr.  Fowkcs,  agent  for  Mr.  Cecil,  was  called  in  and  ex- 
amined, when  he  confirmed  what  Mr.  Grey  had  faid,  and 
ftated  that  Lord  Exeter  had  engaged  to  fecure  the  annuity 
o{£.  1000  to  Mrs.  Cecil  on  eftates  at  his  own  difpofal,  and  ■ 
in  which  he  had  a  better  intereft  than  being  tenant  for  life, 
ind  that  hie,  (Mr.  Fowkes)  was  ready  to  give  his  under- 
taking for  Mr.  Cecil's  confent  to  fuch  annuity  being  fecured 
pn  that  part  of  Lord  Exetei's  eftate  in  which  he  had  a  joint 
intereft. 

Another  converfation  took  place  after  Mr.  Fowkes  h?d 
withdrawn,  when  Sir  John  Ingilby  prefled  much  for  that  be* 
iog  done  by  the  bill,  which  the  agents  had  told  them  would     . 
lie  done  by  confent  of  parties.     Sir  John  painted  the  bar^^S^^ 
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fhip  of  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Cecil  in  ftrong  colonis, 
aliedging  that  the  eAate  flie  brought  Mr.  Cecil  was  a  nobk 
one,  that  he  had  difllpated  her  fortune,  that  the  parks  woe 
plougedup,  the  timber  cut  dow«>  and  the  whole  in  the luDdi 
of  Mr.  Cecil's  ci editors. 
Mr.  Mr.  ShmdciH  thought  with  the  honourable  Barooct,  that 

Sheridatt.  a  ciaufe  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  annuitjr  of  ioooi.to 
Mrs.  Cecil  ihould  be  iiiferted  in  the  bill,  and  tbciefbiebtf 
wiflied  the  motion  were  withdrawn. 
*  The  The  Speaker  ftated,  that  the  queftion  had  been  pat  on  1 

Speaker,  former  day,  and  the  debate  on  it  adjourned;  there  wasiboae 
difficulty  tfierefore  in  the  matter,  as  it  was  not  ufual  to  with- 
draw a  motion  that  had  appeared  in  the  votes;  It  was  a 
difficulty,  however,  which  the  Houfe  could  certainly  far* 
mount  \\  it  thought  proper. 

This  brought  on  a  (hort  queftion  of  order,  in  which  Mr. 
Powys,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  took  part,  batoa 
Sir  William  Scott's  declaring,  that  in  the  prefent  ioflance 
his  doubts  had  been  removed  by  what  the  Houfe  had  heard 
from  the  agents  and  that  he  was  reaily  to  give  his  confait 
to  the  bill;  he,  however,  would  ferioufly  recommend  ft  IB 
the  Houfe  to  pay  more  attention  in  future  to  the  proyifioo 
made  for  the  female,  in  cafes  of  divorce,  than  they  \ai 
been  accul^omed  to  do.  The  queftion  was  now  putj  wbet 
the  Houfe  divided; 

Ayes,  48;  Noes,  24. 
Mr.  Mr.  Benfield  now  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  his  obJeS,  ia 

Bfnfield.  anfwer  to  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  lately  ftated  on  thefai^eft 
of  Indian  finances,  was  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  inqniit 
into,  and  examine  the  (rounds  of  Mr.  Dundas's  alfedged 
ftatements ;  but  as  the  advanced  period  of  the  feflion  icn* 
dered  it  highly  improbable  that  any  fuch  Committee  iboiiid 
be  granted,  or  if  granted,  could  be  carried  into  eSed,  he 
would  wave  troubling  the  Houfe  any  farther  on  the  fubjeft 
at  prefent,  but  wait  patiently  till  another  feffion,  when,  as 
the  matter  was  of  infinity  importance  to  the  country,  be 
hoped  It  would  be  taken  up  by  fome  abler  hand,  declaring 
as  he  then  did,  that  be  that  gentleman  who  he  would,  he 
ihould  freely  command  his  heft  affiftanCe. 
Mr.Gre/^  Mr.  Crey  then  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  from  the  period  of 
the  feffion,  it  was  perfe<5^ly  impofitble  for  the  Committee ap* 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  diflerent  jails,  &c.  t» 
make  that  progrefs  they  had  wiflied,  or  to  do  any  thing  dtj 
feftual,  till  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament :  he  was,  howevr'' 
anxious  to  have  it  clearly  and  diftinftly  underftood  by  tl 
Houfe,  and  the  Public  at  large,  that  he  did  not  mean  tok 
,  troduce  any  thing  like  the  principle  of  an  infolvent 
a£l ;  but  what  hepropofed  was  upon  other,  and,  be  tml 
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lietter  principles ;  isfpon  principles  as  much  dKlcufated  f6r 
the  ftcvritjr  of  the  creditor  as  the  relief  pf  the  debtor.  H6 
knentioned  this,  that  thofe  unfortanate  men  confined  in  the 
King's  Bench,  and  other  prifons,  might  not  ehteir^n 
groundlefs  hopes  of  what  was  not  likelj  to  happen,  and 
thence  be  induced  to  go  into  any  improper  excefles,  as  they 
had  latdy  done,  which  could  ferve  no  purpofe  upon  earth 
hut  to  hurt  themfelves  in  the  end,  and  defeat  the  very  objie'ft 
they  aimed  at.  In  order  that  the  Committee  might  be  en- 
abled to  profecute  thisbufmefs  with  greater  advantage  intht 
ntxt  feffion,  Mr.  Grey  faid  he  would  move, 

**  That  there  be  prepared,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  this  . 
^'  Houfe  in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  Lifts  of  the  names 
^  of  all  the  perfons  who  fhall  be  confined  fer  debts  on  th« 
**  ift  day  of  OAober,  1791,  in  the  fev'eral  prifons  within  the 
^*  kingdom  of  England,  the  Principality  of  Wales,  and  the 
**  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  diuirtguifliing  whether 
'^  fudh  perfons  are  fo  confined  in  execution  or  upon  mefne 
^^  proceis,  andfpecifying  the  particular  fums  for  which  fuch 
**  perfons  are  charged  refpeflively,  and  the  times  when  they 
**  #erefirft  committed,  and  which  of  them  are  married  and 
'<  have  children,  as  far  as  it  can  be  dohe ;  and  alf6  fpecifying 
'*  how  many  of  the  faid  debtors  receive  allowahces  under  the 
*^  z&s  commonly  called  the  Lords  A6is ;  and  that,  with 
<^  fuch  lifts,  there  be  alfo  fent  an  account  of  the  greateft 
''  number  of  perfons  canfined  for  debt  at  any  one  period  in 
^<  each  year,  fince  the  year  1780,  in  each  jail,  and  how 
^<  many  debtors  have  died  in  each  jail  fince  the  year  1780, 
^'  the  amount  of  their  debts  refpedlively,  and  the  time  for 
^  which  each  was  confined^  and  diftinguifliing  the  Courts  . 
**  out  of  which  the  procefs  iffued,  and  for  which  fuch  debtors 
*^  are  confined." 

Mr.  Burton  faid,  he  was  not  going  to  obje£l  to  the  motion,  Mr. 
but  to  propofe  an  amendment  to  it.  What  he  meant  was,  Bunoa. 
that  there  fliould  be  added  to  the  motion,  an  account,  diftin- 
guifliing  the  Courts  that  ifToed  the  procefs,  by  which  fuch 
perfons  were  confined.  His  reafon  for  this,  Mr.  Burton 
faid,'  was,  becaufe  there  were  fome  Courts  in  the  kingdom, 
that  imprifoned  for  very  fmall  fums,  and  which  Courts  did 
not  exift  elfewhere.  Mr.  Burton  complained  of  the  extreme 
hardfliip  of  confining  debtors  for  feveral  years  for  very  fmall 
fums.  He  mentioned  an  inftance  which  had  fallen  under  his 
knowledge,  and  which  had  happened  in  a  principality  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  conneSed,  of  a  woman  who 
had  been  detained  in  prifon,  fome  years,  for  a  debt  which  ori- 
ginally amounted  only  to  eighteen  pence,  and  which,  by 
cofts,  had  been  mounted  up  to  twelve  pounds,  till  at  laft  her 
cafe  had  attraiSed  notice,  and  flie  was  celeafed  by  a  fubfcrinT^T^ 
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tion.  Other  fimilar  inftances  might  be  mentioned.  Thlt 
evil,  he  thought,  demanded  a  remedy ;  and  therefore  pro> 
pofed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  <^  That  there  IhouU 
<*  be  laid  before  the  Houfethe  proceiles  originally  inftituied 
<<  againft  thofe  debtors  who  were  confined,  &€." 

Mr.Grey.  Mtt  Grey  faid  he  was  extremely  obliged  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  amendment,  which  was  added  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Grey  next  moved,  <*  That  the  faid  order  be  fent  to ; 
<^  the  Sheriffs  of  the  feveral  counties  in  England,  Wales,  &c  j 
<<  and  that  copies  of  the  fame  be  tranfmittcd  by  them  to  the ! 
*<  jailors  and  keepers  of  all  the  prifons  where  debtors  are  con- 
**  fined  within  their  rcffpe£live  counties." 

Mr.  Aid.      Mr,  Aldermaii  Li  Mefurier  expreflcd^  dpubt  of  foine  dif* 

Le  Mefu-  ficulty  refpedling  detainers  that  were  often  lodged  againt 

rier.  prifoners,  and  which^ prevented  them  from  being  difchargcd. 

He  faid,  he  only  fpoke  of  Newgate,  the  pradice  of  which 
jail  he  had  become  acquainted  with,  in  coofequence  of  hav- 
ing ferved  the  office  of  Sheriff"  for  London  and  Middle- 
fex. 

Mr.Grey.      Mn  Grey  faid,  Ilis  motion  was  rather  intended  with  a  view 
to  obtain  information  from  the  diftant  parts  of  the  coootry,  I 
than  from  the  metropolis. 
Mr.  Mr.  Burton  ob ferved   that  he  was  n©t  fure  whether  the 

u  rtoB.  words  of  the  motion  were  fufficiently  lextenfive  ;  in  a  great 
many  counties  there  were  inferior  franchifes,  which  had  a 
local  jurifdidtion,  and  where  prifoners  were  confined  for 
debt.  He  thought  the  words  of  the  motion  ought  to  be  made 
extenfive  enough  to  reach  every  jail. 
Mr.  Mr.  Mltford  faid,   he  had  intended  this   (ei&on  to  have 

Miiford.  brought  in  a  bill  in  order  to  change  the  law  as  prafliced  in 
fome  of  the  Courts  in  Wales  by  repealing  an  a£l  that  pofled  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI  (I. 

Both  Mr.  Grey's  motions  were  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Mr.  Hippejley  rofe  to  make  his  promifed   motion,  which 

Hippcfley  he  had  withdrawn  on  a  former  day,    refpedling    the  pay 
,  of  the  troops  in  India,  which,    he  obfervcd,  in   its  confer 

quences,  was  a  fubje<ft  of  as  much  importance  as  had  been 
brought  be/ore  the  Houfe  this  feflion.  His  objed  was, 
to  vindicate  the  juft  claims,  and  off*er  fome  future  fecurity  to 
a  valuable  defcfiption  of  men,'  who  had  fought  patiently  and 
bravely  under  accumulated  difficulties,  and  whofe  unprece- 
dented fufferings  could  be  equalled  only  by  the  willing  fpirit, 
the  fortitude,  and  perfeverance,  which  enabled  them  to  jft 
under  them.  That  on  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  this 
defcription  of  men  depended  the  exiftence  of  the  firitifh  em- 
pire in  India.  Mr.  Hippefley  obferved^  that  when  he  dated 
the  grounds  of  his  prefent  motion  in  a  former  debate,  a  right 
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honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  thought  it  heceflary  that 
"Vouchers  fhould  be  brought   to  the  feverai  fa<5ls,  before  it 
could   be  entertained  by  the  Houfe:  that  in  confequence, 
;Mr.  Hippefley  had  written  to  feveral   officers  of  ran k^  and 
the  Paymafter  of  the  Southern  army,  in  the  laft  war,  whofe 
replies  he  had  printed  and  circulated  among  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe,     Mr.    Hippefley   had   alfo  moved  for  the 
produ£tion  of  a  letter   from  Colonel  Fullarton,  Comman- 
der in.  Chief   of    the    Southern   army,  •  to    the    Govern- 
ment of  Madras,    wliich  letter  was   on    the  table,    from  » 
vrhich  Mr.   Hippefley    read  fome  extra6ts,    ftating,    that 
the  large  arrears  due  to  the  troops,  and  other  grievances, 
rendered  it  almoft  impra6licable  for  officers  to  maintain  dif- 
cipline  in  their  corps,  happy  if  they  could   prevent  mutiny 
among  men,  who,  brave   and  faithful  as  they  undoubtedly 
were,  could   hardly  be  refirained  from  clamour,  when  re- 
duced to  procure  fubCftence,  by  felling  their  own  children ! 
Such   fsL&Sy  Mr.  Hippefley  obfcrved,  had   fallen  within  his 
own  knowledge,  as  well  as  Colonel  FuUarton's;  and  he  fub- 
mitted  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  what  fort  of  diflirefsthat 
hit]ft4>e,  when  confliding  with  the  extreme  attachment  every 
native  of  the  Eafl  is  known  to  cherilh  for  his  family.     Mr. 
Hippefley   then,  ftated   the  teftimonies  to  the  merits   and 
icTvices  of  the  officers  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  whofe 
dillreflies  had  been  little  fliort  of  what  had  been  endured  by 
the  native  troops ;  that  they  were  habituated  to  aft  in  emer- 
gencies with  a  facility  that  few  fubordinate  officers  in  Europe 
ever  had  a  profpeft  of  acquiring;  that  their  zeal,  knowledge, 
and  ability,  was  ftrongly  exemplified  during^the  laft  war; 
that  their  humanity  had  not  been  lefs  confpicuous  than  their 
judgement  and  difcretion,  in  foothing  the  fuflFerings  of  their 
foldiers,  relieving  their  wants,  and  reftraining,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  the  well-grounded  clamours  of  men,'  whom  the  public 
exigences  had  left  in  the  extremity  of  diftrefs.     That  Colonel 
Fullarton  had  alfo  wifely  obferved,  that  the  Public  fliould 
ever  be  watchful  and  liberal  to  confirm   the  attachment  of 
the  fepoys;  that  by  their  good  conduft,  their  fettlements  had 
hitherto  been  prefer ved  ;  and  lo  them  muft  we  look  for  after 
liability;   let  them  receive  the  common  juftice  due  to  every 
foldier;  let  them  be  regularly  paid,  and  enabled  to  fubfifl^  their 
families.  Mr.  Hippefley  then  proceeded  to  flate  rhe  diftin<3ion 
which  obtained,  laft  war,  in   th«  fouthern  provinces,  in  the 
mode  of  paymg  the  King's  and  Company's  troops,  whofe  me- 
rits were  confe^flTedky  equal,  but  whofe  treatment,  with  refpe6l 
to  the  payment,  had  been  widely  and   painfully  diffimilar.  ^ 

The  King'svtroops,  in  the  garrifons  and  field,  hie  could  ftate 
from  his  own  knowledge,  were  always  paid  their  fubfiftence 
two  months  in  advance,  and  in  gold,  purchafed  generally  at  HC 
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a  premium  for  that  expreft  purpofe^  while  the  Oonpfli^ 
ttoop'h  on  the  fame  duty^  received  their  pay  ia  ibedMi 
currency  of  the  provincety  on  which  they  faflferedaDiia» 
diate  lofs*    often  of  12  or  15  per  cent*     That  wiukAe 
King's  troops  were  two  months  in  ad?anoe^  the  natite  taNfi 
were  from  ten  to  twenty  months  10  arrear.     That  Cobsd 
Fullarton  had  in  fome  inftances  taken  on  himielf  toi^pfai 
the  exchange  in  favour  of  ^he  troops,  bat  this  was  ran^  ai  ' 
at  his  own  rifque,  being  authorifed  only  by  his  hooaalf^ 
That  the  fepoys  were  generally  burdened  with  laigsM* 
lies,  from  the  cuftom  of  early  marriages;  their fituMi 
therefore,  was  the  more  diftrefsfuK    Mr.   Hippefley  dn  1 
Hated  the  mode  of  liquidating  the  arrears  of  the  army  by  f|>  1 
per;  on  which  the' troops  fviflained  a  lofs,  on  an  aTaa||^4! 
50  per  cent.,  as  tiie  paper  could  only  be  exchanged  ftrbnib  | 
when  audited,  which  bore  nearly  as  high  a  dificount  si  11^ 
dras;  an4  that  at  Bombay  the  Company's  bonds  wen  till 
purchafed,  at  the  fame  period,  at  65  or  70  per  cent,  difaift 
Mr.  Hippefley  obferved,  that  he  was  very  ferry  bsAMt 
fee  an  honourable  Member  prefent,  (Major  Mail]aBi)ill 
had  promifed  him,  whenever  he  fliould  bring  fbr««iit 
motion,  that  he  would  do  juftice  to  it ;  and  woaU  &y,  irii 
place,  that  from  his  own  experience  he  could  Touch,  tlntflV 
cof  the  Company's  officer^  were  driven  to  the  iad  neciim 
even  afking  a  dinner  from  the  King's  officers^  with  wbammf ! 
were  ferving,  though  on  fo  unequal  terms  in  point  efflf  | 
ment.     Mr,  Hippeuey  paid  a  very  handfome  compIiaHlil 
Mr.  Burke,  the  Kipe's  Pay mafter  General  in  India,  nkslrf 
often  been  placed  in  utuations  of  great  difficulty,  whidicAi 
for  the  exertion  of  all  hi^  judgement  and  acconiaoW^- 
difpofition,  as  well  as  the  exercife  of  his  perfonal  crofc  il 
keeping  up  the  payments  to   His  Majefty's  troops.  Nfr 
Hippefley    then    adverted    to  a  variety    of  other  jam 
in  his  hand,  and  to  the  letters  of  Colonel  FnUaxto^  9t. 
Henry  Coft>y,  and  Mr.  Digby,  which  he  had  priirted^  4I 
delivered  in  circulation  to  the  Members,  from  hiBiH{# 
evince  the  neceffity  of  reform. 

Mr.  Hippefley  then  moved, 

z.  '<  That  it  appears  to  thisHouie,  that  the  , 
His  Majefty's  troops  ferving  in  India,  and  tbofe  if  4^ 
Eaft-India  Company,  ought  to  be  kept  as  equal  as poMl 
and  that  the  refpeftive  payments  (hould  be  (b  ordei«4  At 
llie  troops  of  the  faid  Eaft-India  Company  (faould  nocM^ 
pofed  to  any  delay  or  lofs,  by  exchange,  or  ocberwife  iii^ 
which  His  Majefty's  troops  ferving  in  tl^  fame  ganito^ 
diilrids,  may  be  exempted.'' 

a.  ^'  That  if  any  arrears  to  the  troops  ihouU,  dso^ 
tU^  prefent  war  in  Indi^  '^«~~id*bt^J«^5^l^lH* 
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tion  of  fach  arrears  fliould  take  place  of  all  other  difburfe*- 
jx)ent«y  and  in  fucb  manner  as  to«  fecure  the  troops  from  any 
erentiial  lofs  whatever.'* 

**  That  it  is  the  duty  of  thole  entrufted  with  the  di- 

Iton  and  con  troul  of  the  aflSiirs  of  the  Eaft-  India  Company,    ' 
to  concert  fuch  meafures  with  His  Majefty's  Secretary  at  War 
and  Paymafter  General,  as  may  moft  efre£lually  fecnre  the  ' 

obfervance  of  a  regulation  fo  neceflary  to  preferve  harmony 
in  the  fervice," 

General  Smiib  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.  He  complained  General 
of  the  hardfliips  which  were  fufiered  by  the  fepoys,  from  the  Smith. 
manner  in  which  they  received  their  pay.  It  might  be 
wondered,  he  faid,  bow  they  could  at  all  contrive  to  fubfifl: 
with  fuch  large  arrears  due  to  them  as  had  been  ftated  by  his 
honourable  friend:  but  they  had  an  allowance  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  rice.  Yet  notwithftanding,  fuch  was  the  ex- 
tremity to  which  they  were  reduced,  that  they  would  come 
and  over  to  the  Paymafter  for  one  guinea,  what  to  them  was 
worth  feven  or'eight  pounds,  and  would  even  have  recourfe 
for  a  fubfifl  ence  to  the  fhocking  expedient  of  felling  their  own 
children.  The  General  went  over  much  of  the  grounds, 
before  ftated,  in  fupport  of  Mr.  Hippefley's  motions.  He, 
in  particular,  ftated  the  cafe  of  fix  regiments  of  native  cavalry 
laft  war,  wbofe  pay  had  been  fufiered  to  run  feveral  months 
in  arrear ;  thefe  regiments  were  up  the  country  many  miles 
from  the  main  army,  when  they  mutinied,  and  confined 
their  officers ;  the  confequence  was,  the  army  was  obliged  to 
march  to  the  fixregiments,  in  order  to  reftoredifcipline,  and 
fet  the  officers  at  liberty.  When  they  came  up  with  them, 
tbey  demanded  inftant  and  unconditional  fubmiffion  from 
the  fix  regiments,  and  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  two  of  the 
moft  forward  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  mutiny  were  blown 
from  the  mouth  of  a  gun«  The  General  commented  on  this 
fafi,  and  obferved,  that  it  was  ufual  to  pay  tbe  fepoys  in 
bills,  and  that  they  frequently  fold  a  bill  of  eight  or  ten 
pounds,  for  two  guineas,  two  guineas  and  a  half,  or  three 
guineas,  and  that  there  was  notice  given  them,  in  common, 
that  at  a  public  office  in  Madras,  they  might  have  their  bills 
di&ounted. 

Mr.  Dundas  acknowle^ed  that  the  evils  which  were  now     Mr. 
complained  of,  had  exifted  ten  years  ago»  but,  he  faid,  he  Dandaa. 
bad  no  reafon  to  believe  that  they  would  ever  return.    Dif* 
putes,  indeed,    fometimes  happened  between  His  Majefty's 
end  the  Company's  troops,  relative  to  the  inequality  of  their 
fituation,  chiefly  in  refpeA  of  rank.     But  he  could  not  but 
object  to  a  motion  which  had  been  brought  forward,  unfup« 
ported  by  any  new  fa£ts,  while  he  gave  all  credit  to  the  ge- 
nerous and  humane  intentions  of  the  honourable  mover^  le 
a  At 
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At  the  fame  time  he  fuggefted,  that  if  any  evil  could  fae 
proved  to  exift,  application  *  was  open  to  him  in    his  official 
capacity,    and  the  means  of  redrefs  would  fpeedily  be  pro- 
vided. 
Mr.  yix.H'tppeJlejj    in  reply  to  Mr.  Dundas^    obfcrvcd,    that 

Hippeflcy  his  ^i(h  in  bringing  forward  thofe  motions  was  by  no  means 
to  embarrafs  the  executive  Government  in  India,  but  that  he 
was  wholly  adluated  by  a  fentiment  of  duty  towards  a  fervice 
of  which  he  had  been  a  Member,  and  from  a  commiferatttxi 
of  the  hardships  which  he  bad  himfelf  witnefled.  He  could 
by  no  means,  he  faid,  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gen-' 
tJeman  (Mr.  Dundas)  that  there  was  no  probability  of  the 
future  exiftence  of  thefe  evils.  They  had  exifted  in  the  \iuk 
war,  principally  from  the  want  of  refources,  and  a  mifap- 
plication,  at  theconcluGon,  of  fuch  as. they  had;  ia  March 
(laft  year)  General  Meadows  writes  that  "  a  long  arrcar  wat 
"  then  due.*'  What  might  it  be  now,  afked  Mr.  Hippeflcy, 
and  what  probably  in  future  ?  Mr.  Hippefley  faid,  that  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  give  him  aiTurancesiii 
his  place,  that  orders  fhould  be  fent  oot  equivalent  to  the 
provifion  of  his  motions,  he  (liould  be  well  fatisfied  to  reft  on 
the  word  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fo  pledged,  as  be 
could  have  no  objeft  but  the  good  of  the  fervice.  Mr.  Hip- 
pefley concluded  with  obferving,  that  as  our  army  was  at 
prefent  infinitely  greater  than  duiing  the  laft  war,  and  oot 
refources  lefs,  of  courfe,  the  probability  of  the  fame,  or 
greater  embarraff'ments  occurring,  was  but  too  probable,  if 
the  war  was  long  protra'fVed,  and  the  Company's  troops 
fliould  not  be  expofed  to  fuch  a  contingency.    * 

Maj.Scotc.  Major  5w// faid,  that  being  appealed  to  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  he  rofe  with  great  plea- 
fure  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  on  fettling  the  arrangement  of 
rank  between  His  Majefty's  and  the  Company's  Officers, 
when  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  Committee  who  at- 
tended the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  found  him  to  be 
moft  completely  difpofed  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
remove  every  juft  caufe  of  complaint;  and  from  what  he 
then  faw  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  free  and  can- 
did dealings  in  that  inftnnce,  he  Ihould  reft  fully  fatisfied 
with  a  declaration  from  him,  that  he  would  take  eflfedual 
means  to  remove  th.^t  very  ferious  grievance  which  prevailed 
in  the  laft  war,  owing  to  a  very  invidious  diftindion  in  the 
mode  of  illuing  the  pay  to  the  King's  and  the  Company's 
forces.  The  Major  faid  the  Company's  army  had  great  ob- 
ligations to  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hippefley)  for 
the  mode  in  which  he  had  brought  the  prefent  motfon  for- 
ward to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe.  Though  not  a  very  old 
Member,  the  Major  faid,  he  was  ftill/jWdb^BSfet^  Vecol- 


A.  i79»*  DEBATES.  39 

left,  that  the  exiftence  of  thofe  diftrcfles,  which  had  been 
fo  ably  {lated>  and  fo  well  and  ably  feconded  by  the  honour- 
able General,  had  been  flrongly  difputed  in  that  Houfe;  but 
as  the  fad  feemed  now  to  be  univerfallyadniitted>  he  (hould 
fay  no  more  of  it  at  the  prefent  moment. 

As  Mr.  Hippefley  underftood  from  Mr.  Dundas  that  or- 
ders would  be  fent  out  to  the  deilred  piirport^i  the  order  of  the 
day  was  called,  which  put  an  end  to  the  debate. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  take 
into  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
xnilftee  of  1791,  Mr.  Joddrell  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expreffed  his  fatisfaflion  that  the  adjourn-      Mr. 
jnent  of  the  confideration  of  his  refolutions  had  taken  place,  Sheridan, 
as  it  had  given  them  time  to  confider  them,  and  he  was  fure 
that  the  more  they  were  coniidered,  the  more  they  would  be 
acquiefced  in.   He  obferved,  that  it  would  be  the  lefs  neceffary 
for  him  then  to  trouble  the  Houfe  at  any  length,  as  he  had 
gone  into  the  fubje£l  only  on  Friday  la  A.     He  was,  he  faid, 
ibrry  to   declare  that   he  muft   differ  from  the  refolutions 
which  had  been  brought  forward  by   the  right   honourable 
gentleman,  ^Mr,  Pitt).     Thofe  refolutions  were  extremely 
ihorty  and  few  in  number;  his  own  refolutions  were  much 
more   numerous.     The  firft  ftatement  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  over  the  way,  was,  **  that  the  average  pro- 
**  duce  during  the  laft  five  years  of  the  taxes  impofed  pre- 
*^  vious   to  the  year   1786,  has  exceeded  the  amount    ex- 
^*  pefled  by  the  Committee,  appointed  in  the  year  1789  to 
<<  examine  the  public  income  and  expenditure."     That  refo- 
lution,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  muft  contradiA.     The  other 
refolution  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,    he  obferved, 
merely  ft ated,  that  all  the  expenditure  of  the  laft  five  years 
had  been  defrayed  either   by  the  ordinary  income,  by  extra-i 
ordinary  income,  or  by  certain  fums  that  had  been  borrowed  ; 
which  no  doubt  was  exa£lly  the  method  by  which  the  ex«> 
penditure  in  all  parts  of  the  world  muft  be  defrayed ;  in  fuch 
infornnation,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  very  important  or 
very  ftriking. 

IVlr.  Sheiidan,  having  read  over,  in  a  fummary  way,  the 
feven  refolutions  brought  forward  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  declared,  that  he  conceived  they  ditl  not  con- 
tain any  great  intelligence.  He  faid,  he  tliouqjht  it  his  doty 
to  go  more  at  length  into  the  fubjetSl ;  and  he  had  endeavoured 
to  fhew  how  diffident  a  Committee  ftiould  be,  when  they 
were  endeavouring  to  prove,  what  would  be  the  probable 
amount  of  our  future  revenue  and  expenditure.  1  he  Com- 
mittee of  1786  Oh  that  fuhjec^,  fell  ftiort  by  about  900,000!.;  • 
and  lie  contended,  that  all  the  accounts  t4iat,  year  aft«r  year, 
had  been  laid  bolbre  the  public  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
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tleman>  were  abfolute'ly  fallacioti%  and  that  the  pceAdiam 
of  the  (ele&  Committee,  had  completely  failed.  He  bad 
thought  it  a  part  of  his  duty,  Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  to  fliea^ 
that  the  average  of  two,  three^  aod  four  years,  had  £dlei 
coniiderably  fhort  of  the  fum  eftimated,  and  that  the  ex- 
traordinary refources  of  laft  year  had  been  very  great,  and 
bad  enabled  them  to  fay  that,  on  the  average  of  the  laft  irt 
years,  the  income  did  exceed  the  expenditure  by  about 
51,000].  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  only,  be 
laid,  thought  it  fufficient  to  ftate  that  our  expence  had  ben 
defrayed  by  our  income,  but  he  had  alfo  thought  it  ri^ 
and  neceflCiry  to  ftate  what  the  enormous  amount  of  dioie 
expences  had  beeu,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  five  jearSy  aod 
the  refources  alfo,  and  to  dire£t  the  attention  ot  tfe  public 
to  the  unfortunate  circumftance  of  its  not  being  likeiy,  tbat 
our  expences  would  diminifh,  when  our  extraordinary  re- 
fources were  nearly  exhaufted. 

There  was,    Mr.  Sheridan  faid,    another   extraordioarj 
circumftance  highly  Worthy*  of  obfervatiooi  r*aiBeIy,  tbat 
the  Finance  Committee  of  1786,  with  a  great  degree  dFoon* 
fidence,  had  laid  down  a  peace  eftablifhment  that  was  to  have 
takfn  place  at  the  end  of  tht  year  1790;  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  1791  had  added  between  4  and  500,000!.  Id 
that  peace  aftabliOiment^  without  alledgtng  a  fingle  reafin 
for  fo  great  an  increafe.     He  faid,    he  had   ftated  that  hA, 
inerely  to  ihew  what  little  reliance  was  to  be  had  on  the 
Committee  of  1786;  and  he  believed  that  Committee  was 
juft    as   likely  to  be  right    as  the  Committee  of  1791. 
Mr.  Sheridan  contended,  that  while  an  annuity  to  the  amount 
of  ii^,020l.  had  been  redeemed  by  the  Commiflioner^  on 
behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  form  of  debt  repurchafed,  an 
annuity  of  four  times  that  amount  was  propofed  to  be  enuileJ 
on  the  nation  in  the  form  of  increafed  eftabliftiment.    He 
wiihed,  he  faid,  to  come  to  his  laft  refolution,  which  if  the 
Committee  would  grant  him,  he  would  willingly  wave  all 
the  reft.     He  thought  he  had  a  right  to  have  that  refolution 
granted  him,  fimply  on  the  ground  of  the  difference  be* 
tween  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  1 786,  and 
thatof  1791,  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  peace  eftab- 
lifhment.    Here  Mr.  Sheridan  read  his  laft  refolution  to  tbe^ 
Committee,  which  was  <<  That  upon  a  due  confideration  of 
^<  all   thel'e  circumftances  and  accounts,    this  Committee 
<^  feel  it  to  be  their  indifpenfible  duty  to  daclare  that  the 
^^  great  increafes  propoled  to  the  permanent  peace  eftabli/h- 
*^  ment  in  the  report  of  the  feledt  Committee  of  i2|V] 
*<  oaght  not  to  be  confidered  as  receiving  countenance  or 
^<  approbation  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  until  the  caufei 
^^  of  the  fame  fliall  be  fully  explained^  and  the  neccflity  at 
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^^  them  made  manifeft.'^  If  the  Committee  would  but  giv« 
him  the  laft  refolution,  (Mr.  Sheridan  repeated  it)  be  was 
ceady  to  give  up  ail  the  reft.  He  then  concluded  with  mov- 
ing hisfirft  refolution  viz,  <<  That  it  appears  that  thefeledk 
^  Committee  of  1786  proceeded  upon  a  I'uppoiition  that  the 
f*  annual  and  permanent  taxes  then  fuhfifting,  were  likely 
**  to  produce  annually  the  fuoi  of  I5>307>47il.'*  The 
Chairman  having  put  thequeftion  on  this  reloluTion, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  and  obferveJ,  that  he  did  not  Mr.  Pitc. 
mean  to  trouble  the  Committee  much  oo  that  refolution* 
He  aflured  them,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  feelii^  any  defire 
to  agree  to  the  compromife  propofed  by  tht:  honourablf 
gentleman^  viz.  that  if  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  grant  him  his 
laft  refolution,  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  would  avoid  thedifcuffion 
of  all  the  reft,  he  was  fo  far  from  feeling  any  difpoiition  to 
accede  to  fuch  a  propofition,  that  he  oftured  the  honoura* 
ble  gentleman,  that  lie  was  extremely  ready  and  defirous  to 
difcufs  all  his  other  reioiutiont,  one  by  one»  and  likewife  to 
difcufs  the  lail,  on  whirji  he  ^fliould  certainly  move  a  nega^- 
tive*  He  wifhed,  however,  to  make  a  fmall  amendment 
to  the  firft  refolution  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  He 
obferved  that  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  think 
that  hit  (Mr*  Pitt's)  refolutions  were  very  deiie^ive  in  point 
of  information ;  he  begged  leave  therefore  to  fl^ew  to  what 
his  refolutions  went.  1  bey  ftated  fiow  far,  on  the  whole, 
during  the  period  that  had  elafifed  fince  the  Committee  of 
1786,  the  amount  of  the  revenue  had  fallen  (hort  of,  or  had 
exceeded  the  exiediations  entertained  by  that  Committee. 
If  fuch  a  thing  were  material,  Mr.  Pitt  conceived  the  infor* 
mation  contained  in  his  refolutions,  was  material.  In  the 
next  place,  the  refolutions  proved  that  all  their  expenditure 
had  been  defrayed,  and  fliewed  how  it  had  been  defrayed. 
The  peace  eftabliftiment  had  not  been  calculated  to  have 
taken  place,  during  the  five  years,  although  during  that 
period  very  largeexpences  had  been  incurred;  a  natural  objeA 
of  curiofity  therefore  was,  the  methods  by  which  they  had 
been  able  to  defray  them.  The  honourable  gentleman,  had 
faidy  that  there  was  no  novelty  in  informing  him  tluit  the 
e^cpenditure  was  defrayed  either  by  the  ordinary  or  extraor- 
dinary income.  That,'  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  had  been  a  fub* 
jeA  Iff  a^great  deal  of  difcuflion  in  the  Houfe,  and  there  had  \ 
been  repeated  imputations,  both  in  that  Houfe  and  el fe where, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  fhew  the  meant  they 
had  to  enable  them  to  pay  fuch  large  fums.  At  there  was 
much  doubt,  whether  they  could  point  out  the  precife  means 
by  which  the  expenditure  had  been  fo  defrayed^  and  when  all 
the  doubts  had  been  encouraged,  he  trufted  it  ivat  not  too 
much  to  ftate,  plainly  and  fimply,  how  it  had  been  defrayed. 
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He  had  ftated,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  a  way  that  was  intelligibfe 
to  the  public,  that  it  had  been  defrayed  by  the  produce 
-within  the  five  years  of  the  permanent  taxes,  by  the  annoai 
aids  on  land  and  malt^  and  by  the  funis  ariiing  from  extraor- 
dinary refouf  ceSy  with  the  addition  of  a  loan  of  one  million 
raifed  by  tontine,  and  187,0001.  raifed  by  (hort  annuities. 
Thefc,  he  faid,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  uninterefting 
points  tobeafcertaineci. 

After  the  debt  that  had  been  aftually  paid,  Mr.  Pitt  (aid, 
the  next  thifig  was  tlie  eftimate  of  their  probable  income  and 
probable  ex  pent  it  ure  in  (uture.  Whether  thefe  things  vert 
truly  flated  or  not,  was  matter  of  difcuffion.  Hisidsa  waS| 
that  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  crmcentered  into* 
ftw  leading  points-which  were  intelligible  to  all,  anrt  which 
jnight  be  underflood  by  every  one;  and  that  they  fhouM  nol 
.^o  into  a  great  variety  of  propofitions  to  dillra<5t  the  attcn** 
ition  and  embarafs  the  judgement.  On  that  ground  it  w»> 
that  he  had  brought  forwaid  his  propofitions  ;  and  on  that 
ground,  he,  for  one,  was  of  qpiniog,  that  the  refolutions  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  rendered  the  fuhjeft  complex^  and 
prevented  the  truth  from  being  clearly  afccrtained.  He  had 
very  material  objeflions  to  a  grear  number  of  thefc  refolu- 
tions, which  even  when  flated  corredlly,  for  thofe  he  main- 
tained were  not,  would  rather  i^rplex  and  encumber,  than 
elucidate  the  fubjeft.  On  that  ground,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  be 
Ihould  certainly  ohjefi  to  a  great  many  of  thefe  refcluticDS; 
he  fhould  negative  fome  and  make  amendments  to  other?- 
Many  of  them,  he  faid,  did  not  convey  to  the  public  a  jwft 
imprefEon  of  the  fubjeft.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
faid,  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  only  given  the  iiatc  of  the  le- 
venue,  compared  with  the  expenditure,  during  the  lafl  five 
years;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  gave  (evcral 
averages.  He  had  given  the  averages  of  two,  three,  foor, 
and  five  years,  and  had  made  no  diflm6lion  between  the  per- 
manent and  annual  taxes,  but  had  given  all  the  pafl,  aQual, 
income.  That,  Mr.  Pitt  maintained,  he  could  not  give, 
becaufe,  during  feveral  of  thofe  years  they  had  not  the  land 
and  malt.  But  fuppofing  the  honourable  gentleman  conld 
have  gone  through  his  averages,  he  had  either  taken  too 
many  or  too  few.  The  queftion  fimply  was,  whether, 
fince  1786  the  revenue  and  expenditure  had  exceeded  each 
other,  and  in  what  degree.  Mr.  Pitt  in  ccntinuation  laid, 
he  objed^ed  to  the  feries  of  thofe  refolutions,  fo  framed,  on 
the  mere  ground,  that  they  calculated  the  contrafl  of  expen- 
diture, ordinary  and  extraordinary,  with  the  ordinary  in- 
come alone,  and  had  not,  as  thev  ought  to  Iiavedone,  taken 
in  the  extraordinary  income.  Tliere  was,  he  faid»  hardly 
one  of  the  refolutions,    in  which  the  honourable  fi;entleniao 
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Hated  the  expenditure,  which  was  not  ohJe£lonabIe.  Be- 
caufe  the  Committee  of  1786,  and  that  of  1791  had  differed 
refpedling  the  amount  of  the  peace  eftablifhment,  the  in-, 
ference  that  had  been  drawn  from  that  was,  that  no  efli- 
mate  whatever  could  be  depended  on.  1  his,  Mr,  Pitt  faid, 
appeared  to  him,  a  very  ftrange  conchifion.  It  was  not 
very  extraordinary  for  the  Committee  of  1791,  feeing  fe- 
yeral  particulars  in  which  the  Comipittee  of  xy86  had  failed, 
to  have  made  a  provifion  for  that  failure  in  future;  and  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Committee  of  1786  had 
committed  forae  fmall  miftakes,  as  they  were,  to  the  beft 
of  his  knowledge,  the  firft  Committee  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
country  who  had  been  appointed  to  afcertain  the  whola  of  the 
peace  eftablifhment.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  faying,  that 
though  he  had  no  particular  objeflion  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  firft  refolution,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
with  an  amendment,  and  therefore  he  (hould  move  that 
there  be  added  the  words  "  including  the  land  tax^ 
**  i>967,65ol.  malt,  632,550!.  and  the  permanent  taxes, 
•*   I2,7f 7,4711." 

Mr,  Ha/head  allowed  that  there  had,  indeed,  been  a  woeful  Mr. 
deficiency  in  tliQ  income  of  the  firft  year  (1786)  from  what  K*lhca^* 
it  had  been  ftat^d  by  the  feleft  Committee.  •  But  there  was 
fomethine,  he  faid,  unfair  in  $xing  upon  this  particular 
year,  1706,  \nd  fpreading  the  ui^fortunate  deficiency  of  it 
over  the  average*of  all  the  others^  Every  year  fince  the  in- 
come of  the  country  had  improved.  And  why  ftiould  not 
gentlemen,  inftead  of  taking  an  average  of  the  four  firft 
years,  take  an  average  which  would  be  fo  much  more  favour- 
able, of  the  two  or  three  laft?  The  laft  year  had  more 
than  fupplied  the  deficiency  of  the  firft.  Mr.  Halhead 
then  went  at  great  length  into  the  calculations,  and  ar- 
gued with  a  view  to  prove  that  the  refolutions  of  Mr.  She- 
ridan were  not  founded,  but  that  the  refolulions  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  were  agreeable  to  the  fails. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  why  ftiould  the  honourable  gentleman  Ma 
wifli  to  leave  out  the  baneful  year  1786,  and  yet  avail  him-  Shcnd^i. 
felfofthe  profperous  1790?  This  .difference,  fo  ftriking  in 
the  produce  of  different  years,  was  eafily  accounted  for. 
Means  would  be  contrived,  by  which  the  income  of  one 
year  might,  for  a  particular  purpofe,  be  fwelled  out,  and 
the  deficiency  made  to  fall  upon  the  next;  and  that  with  a 
view  of  making  the  income  of  the  country  appear  in  a  more 
advantageous  light  than  it  could  really  bear,,  as  was  the  cafe 
with  the  income  of  the  year  previous  to  1 786.  Hence  pro- 
ceeded the  deficiency  which,  according  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  expneffion,  had  fo  wofully  fallen  upon  that 
year.    From  the  fame  caufe,  he  would  venture  to  prediA, 
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that  the  income  of  the  prefettt  year  wooM  not  beequaltv 
that  of  tlie  precedrng.      That  the  extra^dtnaiy  expeneli 
were  out  of  the  view  of  the  Committee  of  1 786,  Mr.  Sherir 
'  dan  denied  to  be  the  cafe ;  but  had  no  objefikm  to  the  i^ht 

honourable  geptleman*s  amendment,  if  the  figoies  weie 
right.  The  fair  way  of  taking  the  land  and  malt  taxei^  he 
faid,  was  on  the  annual  produce,  including  the  arreais  «( 
former  years  paid  in ;  becaute  the  latter  would,  od  an  2ie» 
rage,  be  pretty  equal.  The  produce  was  over  calcalattdy 
and  the  intereft  of  Exchequer  bills,  from  the  way  of  — ^"f 
up  the  account,  was  under  rated,  making  a  differeooecf 
.more  than  40,000!.  a  year. 

Mr.  Pin.  Mr.  Chancellor  P,tt  in  reply,  faid  thatt  the  aFgament  «i 
themodeofeAimating  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  and  theift- 
tereftof  Exchequer  bills,  applied  to  future  eftiiDatQi;  bat 
the  confideration  before  the  Committee,  was,  how'  £at  tie 
feledl  Committee  of  1786  had  been  accurate  in  their  ^fi* 
mate. 

Mr.  Rolf.      Mr.  Rffe  was  of  opinion  that  what  had  fallen  from  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  both  then  and  oil  Fli^ 
day»  was  very  much  calculated  to  miflead  the  Comoiittee; 
fuch  was  particularly  the  cafe  with  regard  to  hts  averages^  in 
which  he  had  included  the  year  1786.    The  honoorahle gen- 
tleman had  faid,  that  there  was  no  reafon  why  that  year 
Ihouldnot  be  counted;  hot  he  conceiTed  there  was  a  rery 
good  reafon  why  that  year  fhould  not  have  been  taken  Hito 
the  accourrt.     One  Arbng  reafon  why  it  flioiild   not,    was, 
becaui'e  it  was  in  1786  that  the  Committee  made  their  cakn- 
iation,  which  was  not  made  for  that  but  for  the  next  year. 
In  1 786  various  taws  pafled  which  teixfed  greatly  to  ancreafe 
the  revenue;  the  maaifeft  zQt  was  pafled  that  jear,    which 
was  intended  to  prevent  fmug|;ling;  the  wineaA  adfo  pafExf, 
which  confiderably  incirafed  the  revenue*     If  the  year  1786 
%        were  omitted^  the  revenue  of  the  year  1787  came  within  a 
trifle  of  the  Committee,  and  the  other  years  greatly  ex- 
ceeded that  eftimate.     In  the  fird  place,  Mr.  Rofe  faid,  the 
honourable  gentleman  h.id  ftared  that  the  increafe  of  the  re- 
venue, was  altogether  owing  to  the  excife,  and  principally 
in  the  article  of  fpirits*     If  that  obfervation   were  trae^  it 
fhewed  that  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  right 
in  the  decreafe  of  the  duties  on  foreign  fpirits,  andintbede- 
creafe  of  importation  for  the  benefit  of  Britiih  fpirits.     The 
regulations  of  hit  right   honourable  friend  haid  prevented 
illegal  importation,  and,  asfarns  the  obfervation  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  went,  was  not  difcrcditable  to  his  right 
honourable  friend.      The  honourable  gentleman  had  laid, 
that  they  had  gained  a  gbeat  deal  by  transferring  the  a^fled 
taxes;  but  this,  Mr. Rofc obfervcd,   was-a miftatkcu  fyriD- 
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Head  of  a  gain,  there  was  a  lofs.  It  had  alfo  been  faid,  in 
the  lO-per-cent.  tax,  iifipofed  this  feifiorii  that  a  great  gain 
had  been  derived  from  demanding  the  tax  for  twelve  months 
inft^ad  of  one  quarter.  The  fa6t  was,  that  that  was  true 
only  in  a  very  trivial  degree,  and  applied  to  a  f ma II  number 
of  aiTeiTed  taxes,  as,  fervants  and  hones,  where  it  was  not 
eafy  to  calculate  hut  by  the  year. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  that  the  aileiTed 
taxes  were  the  true  criterion,  by  which,  to  judge  of  theprof- 
perityofthe  country,  and  that  thofe  taxes  were  decrealing; 
Mr.  Rofe  thought,  that  forming  an  opinion  by  the  ilate  of 
theaflefled  taxes,  was  not  the  very  beft  method  of  judging  of 
the  flouriflung  fituation  of  a  country.  But,  ho>^ever  that 
was,  the  reverfe  was  true ;  and  inftead  of  decreafjng,  they 
were  in  areolar  Aate  of  increafe.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  ftated  likewife,  that  all  our  extraordinary  refources 
were  at  an  end,  and  particularly  the  imprefs  money.  In 
anfwer  to  which,  Mr.  Rofe  a{ierted  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  reafon  in  the  world  to  fuppofe  that  refource  would  fail. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  they  ought  not  to  take 
tKe  laft  year  into  the  account,  when  they  wereto  judge  of 
oor  future  income,  becaufe  it  was  always  fo  much  in  tlie 
power  of  the  Minifter  to  anticipate  the  taxes  of  the  fucceed* 
ing  year,  and  to  make  them  comt  quick  into  the  Treafury. 
Mr.  Rofe  conceived  that  that  was  precifeiy  the  reafon  why  < 
the  laft  year  ihould  be  taken  into  the  account.  The  amount 
of  the  afiefled  taxes  were  lefs  laft  year  by  ^f.  179,000,  than 
they  were  on  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years,  and, 
for  that  reafon,  they  might  expeft.  that  the  income  of  the 
next  year,  inftead  of  being  ^.  16,030,000.  would  amount  to 
170,000!.  moie,  making  in  all  i6,200,oool«  Mr.  Rofe 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  ftate  thefe  circumftances  to  the 
Committee^  becanie  they  were  fails  which  were  within  the 
knowledi^eof  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf. 

Mr.  Fox  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words;  with  regard  to  Mr,  Fox. 
the  including  year  1786.  If  they  wcie  to  take  that  year 
only,  there  might  be  fome  reafon  for  ohjo«5ling  to  it,  but  if 
they  were  to  take  in  t^e  laft  ye-nr^  which  had  exceeded  very 
much  the  former  years,  he  could  not,  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
fee  by  what  rule  they  were  to  leave  out  the  year  1786,  be- 
caufe it  had  been  an  unproductive  year.  That  they  ftioutd 
take  in  the  one  year,  and  overlook  the  other,  was  a  mode  of 
rcafoning  which  he  conid  not  comprehend.  Confid^ring 
the  way  in  which  they  dealt  with  his  honourable  friend,  he 
nevcrcould  be  right:  his  honounible  friend  was  right  at  the 
end  of  the  firft  year;  nay,  he  was  right  at  the  end  of  the  fe- 
cond  year;  he  was  right  at  the  end  of  the  third,  and  of  the 


fourth  year:  then  came  an  extraordinary  year,  wh 
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the  other  fide  of  tbe  Houfe  to  fay,  that  the  average  inoooe 
of  the  laft  five  years  had  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  5i,ooaL 
But  thofe  calculations,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  were  only  to  he 
made  when  they  pleafed:  his  honourable  friend   was  right  at 
the  end  of  four  years,  but  there  was  not  then  any  inquiry^and 
therefore,  Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  moft 
foolifh  and  the   moft  ridiculous  thing  in  the  world  to  make 
any  prediAiotis,  bccaufe  they  flopped  till  feme  extraordinary 
circumflance  occurred,  and  then  they  were  pleafed  to  make 
their  calculations.     People  out  of  doors,  Mr.  Fox   faid,  had 
frequently  told  him,    that,    though   differences   of  optnion 
might  fubfift  on  political  points,  and  debates    might  arife  on 
topics  of  that  nature,  they  were  perfe(31y  aftonilhed,    whea 
they  heard  of  altercations   ariling  on    matters   of  reveooe, 
and  of  fubje£ts  that  confifted  t)f  figures,  merely,  being  dif- 
puted.      Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  the  anfwers  he  always  gave  was, 
that  thofe  difputes  arofe  on  the  abufe  of  averages.     They 
fometimes  went  on  the  average  of  two,  fometimes  of  three» 
&c,  years.     -All,  Mr.   Fox  faid,  that  lie  wanted,  was,  that 
they  fliould  fairly    ftate  the  fafls  to  the  public,  and  Icaw 
thofe  fa(5ls  to  their  judgement;  that  they  would  let  them  fix 
what  was  the  average  of  two,    three,  four,    and  five  years. 
This  was  what  was  propofed  by  his  honourdble  friend.     On 
the  other  fide,  they  had  endeavoured  to  evade  it.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  did  not  fee  the  pitH 
priety  of  the  third  refolution  of  his  honourable  friend;  that, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  took  to  be  the  moft  material  part  of  the 
bufmefs.       A    more  alarming  circumflance,    he  faid,    tud 
never  happened,   than  that  of  the  Committee  of  1786  laying 
down   a  peace   eftablifhment,    and  the  Committee  of  179 1 
adding  to  that  eftablifliment,    at  the   lowe ft  calculation,  be- 
tween 4  and  500,0001.      They  had   rever  been   told,    Mr. 
Fox  faid,  by  the  other  fuie  of  the   Houfe,  that  they  were 
about  to  undertake  fuch  cxpences;  they    had    found  thcm- 
felves  in  thi5  (ituation,  they  knew  not  how ;  and  they  were 
going,  they  knfew  not  how,  to  lay  on  themfelves  and  their 
pofterit^y,     between     3    and     i|00,oool.    afrer   fubflrading 
ioo,oool.   for  the  army ;    a  nl  this  extraordinary  exj^ence 
could  not  have  been  defrayed,    had  it  not   been   for  the  ex- 
traordinary rcfources,  many  of  which  c  >uld  not  be  forefeen, 
and  would  not  recur. 
Mr.Sitelc      Mr.  Stffle  f^'n],  he  wiflied  to  referve  what  he  had  to  fay 
till  they  came  to  the  third  refolution  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, when  he  thought  he  could  prove,    llKit  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had   taken  averages   mod   favomr^ble   to  hit 
purpofe,  and  had  not  chofen   that  way  which   was  beft  cal- 
culated to  give  the  public  a  juft  idea  of  that  bufinefs. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  replied  that  the  advocates  of  the  report  of  ij[^^ 
X  786  never  could  meet  him  hefore;  and  could  not  do  it  now,  ShcridaK. 
vrithout  taking  into  the  account  of  the  year  1790,  many 
fums  that  were  anticipations  of  the  revenue  of  the  current 
-year.  Yet  with  all  this,  and  their  five  years  tinkering  of 
xe venue  laws,  they  were  only  able  to  (hew  an  average  ex- 
ceeding of  about  50,CQ0l.  Strike  (ff  what  they  had  got  by 
new  taxes  and  anticipations,  and,  he  faid,  they  would  ilill  be 
^(icient  tp  a  great  amount. 

The  amendment   was  agreed  to,    and  the  rtf  lution  fo 
amended,  pafft^d  the  Committee.  » 

Mr.  Shcriiian  then  moved  thefecond  refolution. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pi«  faid,  the  colledlion    of  the  exiiling  Mr.  Pitt. 
taxes  was  not  properly  fecured  in  the  firft  part  of  the  period 
included  in  the  relblvition.     It  tended  to  miCreprefent  the  ob- 
je<Sl  of  inquiry  befoie  the  Committee,  and  therefore  he  (hould 
oppoleit.  '        . 

Mr  Fex  ohferved,  that  the  regulation  in  the  collection  of  M£4.F«x. 
t3Xes  was  exprci^ly  ftated,  in  the  report  of  1786,  as  an  ad- 
ditional refource.  The  refolution  was  true  in  fad,  and  there- 
fore fit  to  be  told.  Of  its  applicability,  the  public,  whom 
it  moft  'concerned,  would  judge.  On  this  ground  he  would 
agree  to  any  refolution  of  fa £1,  moved  ly  the  Chancellor  of 
%h^  Exchequer, 

Wx .  Shet  idan  h\iy  the  refolution  was  taken  from   the  re-      Mr. 
port  of  1786.     He  had   left   out    feme  words,  bacaufe  they  Shcridta. 
were  more  favourable  to  his  argument  than   he  thought    it 
required.     Thele he  would  add  as  an  amendment;  and  let 
the  Committee  then  vote,  that  words  were  not  in  the  report, 
iwhich  were  copied  from  it,  if  they  could. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Fltt  laid,  that  whether  other  words  were  y[^^  Yixiu 
added  or  not,  he  ihould  vote  againft   it.     The  queflion  was 
pot,  whether  the  words  of  the  refolution  were  in  the  report 
or  not,  but  whether  it  tended  to  convey  a  proper  impreffion 
of  what  the  Committee  had  to  examine. 

After  lome    farther   converfation    the    amendment   was 
agreed  to,  and  the  refolution  fo  amended  negatived. 
'  Mr.  Sheridan  now  moved  the  third  refolution. 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  the  amount  of  the  land  and  malt  taxes  \ir. 
was  Hot  taken  from  the  actual  produce  of  the  feveral  years,^  Rjdtr. 
but  from  an  average;  the  Committee  could  not,  therefore, 
declare  fis  a  fa<fc  that  fuch  had  been  the  produce  for  the  re- 
fpe<?^ive  years.  Thfe  aftual  produce  could  not  be  afcertained, 
becaufe  arrears  were  ft  ill  due  on  each  of  the  years.  He 
ihould  therefore  move  amendments,  to  leave  out  the  land 
and  malt  entirely,  take  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes 
for  each  year,  then  the  averages  for  two,  three,  four,  and 

five 
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five  ye^rs  from  1 7S6  to  1790,  ^^  averages  backwaids  fin 
1700101786. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  had  no  objedlion  to  the  additional  areiages.  Tk 
firft  averages  would  (hew  how  mech  the  feleA  Conaiittt 
of  1786  had  erred  in  their  calculation,  for  the  troe  critenoi 
of  it  was  the  produce  of  the  years  neareft  to  it,  and  not «( 
thofe  more  remote.  Many  circumftances  now  exiiH  he 
faid>  b]r  which  the  revenue  was  increafed,  which  iheCoa- 
mitieeof  1786  could  not  have  had  in  their  contempbtioo; 
and  while  the  circumftances,  which  they  had  intbciicoi- 
templation,  liad  undergone  no  material  change,  thdr^* 
mate  far  exceeded  the  annual  income.  The  great  obioS 
(ieemed  to  be  to  exclude  the  year  1766  from  every  cakdmi 
than  wh'ch  nothing  could  be  more  childiih ;  for  witb  jAu 
much  propriety  might  another  ytar  be  excluded,  ktcaka 
had  been  un^xpedediy  produ&ive.  The  only  rational  fnh 
ciple  was  to  take  the  good  years  with  the  bad. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  objed  to  taking  averages  hack«rii 

Shtridaa.  from  1796,  but  then,  he  faid,  the  anticipation  of  diitior 
on  the  current  year  ought  not  to  be  included*  He  cniaK* 
rated  thefe  atuicipations,  and  the  various  new  taxes  inclaU 
in  the  account  of  taxes  exifting  in  1786,  under  the  iiot»w<< 
their  being  only  regulations.  Theie  points  wercdfbsttJw 
the  other  fide  by  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Nlontago^  Mr.  Pitt,  aJ 
Mr.  Rofe. 

At  length  the  Committee  agreed  to  the  third  refeiaa% 

with  its  amendments. 

Mr.  Mr.  Burdon  faid,  lie  thought  from  the  manner  in  liiii 

Burden.    j),g  Committee  was  going  on,    they  woald  be  a  kxf  tiie 

getting   through  the  refolutions;  he  therefore  propoJU* 

come  at  once  to  tli^Chancellor  of  the  Exchwjuei's  rcJolstt*! 

vote  that,  and  then  go  hack  10  Mr.  Sheridan's  iaA  rctolrt» 

but  one.*     Mr.  Burdon  faid,  he  had  at  home  beftowedaoar 

fiderable  deal  of  labour  in  drawing  averages  on  the  difc* 

heads  of  receipt  and  expenditure  i^ated   \\\  the  report,  ai^ 

it  was  intended  to  change  the  report  wholly  into  the  ftj|<a 

refolutions,  they   ought  to  do  it  minutely;  but  his opii** 

was,  that  it  would  be  more  advifeable  toiay  before  dlcfB^ 

lie  a  general  view  of  the  fubjefl,  for  which  rcalbn  heswio 

Mr.  riti's  laft  refolution  hut  one, 

Mr.  Pitt.       Mr.  ChaMcellor  Pitt  exprtflcd  an  eameft  dcCretoiW 

every  one»'f   Mr.    Sheridan's  refolutions    with  hii%  *■ 

^therefore  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  behind  him,  {*'• 

Burdon)  would  not  prefs  fo  extraordinary  a  propofiti^** 

^that   of  paffmg  at  once  from  the  third  of  forty  rdbhi** 

of  Mr.  Sheridan's,  to  the  feventh  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Mr.  ^Mr^/tf/i  faid^  as  he  found  that  his  propofitioe^^ 

Burdon.  wA 
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ir^eet  with  the  concurrence  ,of  that  fide  of.  the  Houfe,   he 
would  not  peHift  in  it.     It  was  therefore  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SherUan  faid,  he  had  fcarcefy  fwppofcd  th^  honour-     Mr. 
able  gentleman  10  he  ferious  when  he  made  his  aiotion  ;  Sheridan. 
and  if  he  had  perfified^  he  believed  no  gentleman  would  have 
£^onded  him  in  it. .    .  . 

Mr*  Torh  faid,  the  honourahle  gentleman  wai  rtiiftaken,     Mr.^ 
for  he  had  rifeii  on  purpofe  to  fecond  it.     He  theii'  ilat^d  to   Yorkc 
the  Houfe  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Sheridait^s  refolutions. 

wThc  Committee  proceeded  to  difooft  the  fourth  rifolu- 
tian,  when  MW  Pitt  moved  tp  Jeave  but  th^  wot<i  •*  not,** 
and  to  infert  f^veral  aoiendnnfttits*  After  a  long  controveify 
between  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr,  Steele,  Mn  Rofe, 
and  Mr.  Pitt^  the  fourth  refoiutjon,  ^itb  its  amendment s> 
paiTed. 

Mr.  Pitt  tfhen  propofed  a  new  refolution^  ftating  that  the 
produce  of  the  land  taic  had  increafed  50>oool.  in  the  couriie 
of  the  lafl  five/y^ars,  anid  the  produce  of  the  malt  tax  had 
dec realed  35^0001.  in  the  fame  period;  which  p^^d^  and 
the  Chairman  was  ordered  to  report  progrefs,  and  aik  kavis 
to  iit  again  to-moo"ow. 

Tlie  Hoiife  adjourned. 

ItuefJay,  ^tb  June  * 

.Mr.  Burke  faiaving  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Comrt\it* 
•tee^  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  jofeph  Fowke  had  been  re- 
£errcd«  be  taken  iato  confideration,  aa^  the  re][)ort  being  ac^ 
cordingly  read, 

Mr.  Burh  tbeii  obfervtd,  that  this  was  a  cife  which*  on  Air. 
.tyfCT.y  pr inctpte  of  juftice,  hutnanity,  and  comp^ffion,  de-  Burk4(» 
ferved  the  moft  (erious  attention  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  the 
•csrfc  of  a  noian  aged  feveiity-£ve,  fufferine  at  this  tinle  under 
a  ietere  fit  of  the  ftone,  paliied,  and  i:n  fad  loaded  ^ith  in- 
£ifDitiei^  a<id  Wieigbed  down  with  yearis.  It  might  be  ^ed^ 
wrhy  the  reportof  a  Committee  to  whom  a  petition  had  been 
•ib.  loAg  fince  referred,  had  not  been  made  fooner^  The  rea- 
fon,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  was,  that  an  application  had  been 
-made  to  the  Court  of  Direflors  in  hopes  that  they  perphaps 
might  have  been  difpofed  to  have  given  way  in  this  bufinefs, 
and  to  have  done  juilice  to  an  old,  frail,  and  delerving  fer- 
rant  of  the  Company.  No  means  had  been  fpared  for  that 
purpofe,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  as  he  thought  no  man  ought  to 
come  to  that  Houfe  for  relief,  but  in  the  lift  refort,  in  tb^ 
grejiteft  poflible  extremity.  They  had,  therefore,  ftaid  to 
fee  whether  th^  Directors  of  the  £aA*India  Company  wOuld 
do,  what  m  fad  was  nothing  more  than  their  ftri<St  doty  to 
do.  Tlie  petitioner,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  was  at  this  m^noen^ 
as  he  had  already  ftated,  extremely  HtfBA&^d  wifh  the  fton^. 
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and  It  was  fix  and  thirty  years  fince  he  had  entered  into  tlie 
fervice  of  the  Company.  There  was,  it  was  true»  an  iatei« 
Tal  in  which  he  did  not  ferve  the  Company.  The  petictoner, 
he  faid,  as  his  petition  ftated^  had  feveral  offices  ofiered  him 
by  the  Company  both  at  Madras  and  Bombay,  wViidi  his 
confcience  would  not  permit  him  to  accept,,  and  during  the 
whole  time  he  was  in  the  Company's  fervice,  he  cooduded 
himfelf  with  the  greatbft  integrity  and  honour,  and  the 
Company  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  his  charafier. 

Mr.  Burke  here  entered  into  a  narrative  of  Mr.  Fowke's 
hiftory,  dating  the  different  offices  be  had  held  in  India,  and 
the  faithful  and  meritorious  fervices  that  he  had  rendered  to 
the  Company.  The  Company,  neverthelefs,  Mr.  Burke 
faid,  had  pofitively  refufed  him  the  penfion  to  which  he  was 
juftly  entitled*  He  declared,  he  did  not  wiih  to  throw  any 
blame  on  the  Court  of  Diredors ;  they  might  have  reafen  to 
juftify  their  condud^,  wholly  unknown  to  him.  The  peti- 
tioner, Mr.  Burke  contended,  had  a  demand  of  juftice  «xl 
the  Company  ;  he  was,  as  it  were,  a  man  bom  in  their  own 
houfe  at  Madras,  when  it  was  rather  a  fa£(ory,  than  theieat 
of  government  for  an  Empire,  and  everv  part  of  his  condud 
had  received  the  approbation  of  his  i^mployers.  Under  tfaefe 
circumflances,  if  there  were  no  claims  of  juftice,  he  fliouU 
think  motives  of  common  corapaffion  would  induce  them  to 
affift  him.  Mr.  Burke  hoped  the  DireAors  would  take  Mr. 
Fowk^s  cafe  into  coniideration,  and  would  not  permit  him 
to  die  under  the  preflure  of  indigence  and  diftreft.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Direflors  would  not  zSt  from  a  fenfe  of  their  own 
duty,  from  a  fenfe  of  juftice  or  <:ompaffion,  it  was  proper 
that  they  ihould  b^admoniflied;  and  Mr.  Bnrke  obierved^ 
that  tlie  admonitions  given  through  the  medium  of  a  de* 
dared  refolution  of  that  Houfe^  though  it  poflefied  not  the 
forcp  of  law  in  its  rigid  (enfo,  yet  had  all  the  authority  ctf  sny 
thing  ft)ort  of  aAual  law ;  as  a  great  Minifter  had  formerly 
iaid,  would  have  its  efteiSt,  being  tantamoCin^  to  the  declan- 
tionof  a  country  gentleman,  accidently  furrounded  by  tbe 
attornies  aod  agents  of  men  interefted  in  obtaining  a  (enfeof . 
his  opinion.  Mr  Burke  added  a  variety  of  pertinent  obfer- 
vations  on  the  fubje£l. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  <*  That  the  petitioner, 
'^  Jofeph  Fowk^  Efq.  has  proved  the  allegations  of  his  peti- 
•«  tion.** 

Mr.  Dondas  feconded  the  motion,  when  the  Speaker  pot 

.the  queftion* 

Major        Major  Scoti  faid,  as  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member  of 

Ssott.    the  Committee,    lie  thought,  it  incumbent   upon  him  to 

^ive  his  reafons  for  not  agreeing  with  tlie  motion,  which  the 

right  honourable  gentleman  had  madei    It  was  becaufe  tk 
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report  was  very  imperfefl ;  for  they  had  not  examined  tho 
gentlemen  in  the  DireAion,  as  to  certain  aflertions  made  by 
them  relative  to  their  reftri£lions.  He  would,  therefore, 
mpve  to  recommit  the  report)  for  the  purpofe  of  fummoning 
thofe  gentlemen.  In  the  prefent  Aate  of  the  Houfe  the 
NIajor  faid,  be  would  wifh  not  to  divide  upon  the  motion* 

Mr.  Alderii^:|n  Lc  Mejurier  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  Mr  Aid. 
the  motion,  although  he  fhould  decline  giving  any  vote  Le  Mefu- 
tipon  the  fubje(9;  neither  would  he  (econd  his  honourable  ner, 
friend^s  motion';  becaufe,  obferving  the  number  of  Members 
prefent,  he  did  not  wifli  to  put  anend  to  the  bufinefsof  theday* 
i^he  Alderman  faid,  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of  declaring 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  not  -accurate.  In  as 
ynuch  as  the  fa£ts  ftated  in  it  were  not  true.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  in  his  fpeech,  in  fome  meafurecorre£t- 
ed  its  inaccuracy.  Mr.  Fowke,  it  was  true,  had  a  place  in  India, 
in  the  year  1780,  from  which  he  was  afterwards  removed  by 
the  then  government,  and  they  gave  him  a  penfion ;  but  the 
circumdances  of  bis  cafe  confidered>  he  was  not  entitled  in 
the  Alderman's  opinion,  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  order  of 
1785.  Mr,  Fowke,  tho  Alderman  faid,  had  not  ftated  the 
whole  truth.  To  juftify  this  ailertion,  Mr,  Le  Mefurier' 
referred  to  th^  cir^umftancas  of  Mr*  Fowke's  cafe.  He  nd* 
ixiitted,  that  he  had  one  thoufand  five  hundred  rupees  per 
month.    That  pendon  having  been  thought  too  much,  and  , 

it  was  taken  away  fome  years  afterwards.  He  then  had 
400.  But  the  DireAort  did  not  think  him  entitled  to  the 
peniion  which  he  claimed  as  his  right,  on  his  return  to  En- 
gland, and  therefore  it  was  refund.  The  Aldemun  fpoke 
highly  of  the  charaAers  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith  and  Mr. 
i)eyaynes,  the  late  Chairmen,  as  men  of  acknowledged  hu-  . 
manity ;  and  after  fome  general  reafoning  faid,  that  if  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  thought  proper  to  interfere' in  this  bufi« 
nefs,  the  Pjredors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  would  feel  ic 
their  duty  to  appeal  from  that  Houfe,  to  a  Houfe  that  was 
better  informed.    [The  Alderman  was  here  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  Burie  in  reply,  faid,  that  they  had  heard  abundant  ^^^ 
reafon,  why  they  ought  to  come  to  a  decifion  upon  the  fub-  buiIk. 
jeft.  They  now  knew  that  the  Court  of  Directors  not 
only  adled  wrong,  but  that  they  could  eive  no  reafon  for 
their  conduct.  AH  the  Direflors  could  fay  waf,  that  this 
nan  had  made  a  falfe  report ;  for  that  in  1785  at  the  time  of 
his  coming  away,  he  had  1500  rupees  a  month  allowed  him^ 
Mr.  Burke  aiTerted,  that  the  Court  of  Direftors  bad  grofsly 
mifreprefented  the  fa£t.  It  was  true,  that  Mr.  Fowke  had- 
an  office  given  him  at  Bengal  by  Mr.  Haflings,  producing 
an  income  of  1500  rupees  a  month,  but  he  was  removed, 
and  it  was  given  to  another.     He  wifhed,  Mr.  Burkcyju^oTe 
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{o  judge  of  men  from  their  ac>ion!$>  and  was  not  at  the  fa«e 
ime  deArous  of  cafting  blame  upon  any  man;  but  he  woail 
«fk,  whether  m  the  cafe  of  the  ahafe  of  office,  when  a  grtJt 
boy  created  by  Parliament,  to  whom  that  Houft^  had  oeie- 
gated  confiderable  powers,  and  when  ihofe  powers  were  ex- 
ercifed  to  oppref-  't\dv  iduak,  had  not  that  Honfe  fome  right 
lo  ftep  in  and  prevent  nch  an  improper exercife  of  power? 
S^'^h  conduct  in  the  Dirtflors  as  ^h'-y'  had  purfued,  Mr! 
Burke  contended,  was  a  downright  cheat  on  aS  a1ffliAed«  in* 
£rm^  frai),  and  helplefs  individual,^ who  had  fperft  thebeft 
part  of  hi:»  hfe  in'  their  fefVice,  and  whofe  family  had  ferrei 
them  ninety  y^ar?.  Lord  Corn wallis  faid  to  him  ""go  hoioe 
*«  and  get  a  p^nfion."  When  he  cafne  home,  the  Direihirs 
faid,  **^  you  IhaH  not  have  a  penfibn,  and  we' will  give  no 
**  reafon  why.  It  is  not  our  way  to  aflign  sny  reafbn. 
<«  We  will  that  an  old  and  faithful  fervant  inall  he  expofed 
**  to  the  expence  of  700].  a  year,  and  that  he  may  he  fent  to 
"  bfggary,  ruin  and  wt  etched nefs."  This  conduct,  he  laiS, 
w;is  not  to  he  overlooked  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
'  Njr.  Burke  having  made  fome  further  remarks  on  the  fab- 
je6i,  the  queftion  was  fut  on  his'.5firft  motlorr  and  carried. 

He  then  moved,   •    .         ^ 

That  it  ip^ars  to  this. Houfe,  **  That  the  fald  Jofepfa 
**  Fowke  is  entitlell  to  the' provifion  or  aHowance  engaged 
•  **  to    l»e    paid   by  the   l.aft-.ndia  Company    to  their  fer- 

•*  vants  nndpr  certain  defcriptions,  and  under  certain  condi- 
*•  tiong  expreffed  in  the  lettet  from  the  Court  of  Direflors, 
"  of  the  2ii\  of  ft*ptember  178s,  to  th 2  Governor  Genera} 
•*  and  Council  of  Retigal,  from  the  time  in  which,  bv  the  fail 
**  letter  of  the  itift  of  Septembe*  1785,  perfons  described  iii 
**  the'faid  letter  vterc  to  rec-ive  the  fame,"       -       . 

Mr.  Diindas  fepond«»d  tTte  motion. 
Mijdr  Major  Scott  vpoti  thisfecond  motiorr,  rofe,  and  faid,  that 
^•*-  he  felt  it  impoffible  to  vote  for  a  refolution,  which  certaily 
caWied  a  fevere  Jling  in  it,  at^ainfl  a  refpedable  body  of  gcn- 
ftemen,  who  had  not  been  heard  He  conjured  the  Honfe 
to  cornfult  -their  own  dignity,  before  tliey  came  to  a  vote, 
With  foch  defedlivc  materials  before  thrm.  Mr.  Fowkc, 
the  Major  faid,  had  written  ti  letter  to  the  Diredlors,  cbim- 
Ing  a  certam  penfion.*  :That  letter  had  been  referred  to  2 
Committee  of  ror^fpondenee,  eonfifting  of  ten  or  eleven 
Members,  who  reported  that  Mr.  Fowke  was  not  of  that 
defcriptlon  of  perfons  who  was  entitled  to  the  penCon;  and 
that  report  was  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  Diredors.  A 
fccond  appeal  was  made  by  Mr.  Fowke.  The  report  wat 
confidered  firft  by  the  ■  Committee  of  correfpondence,  and 
then  by  the  Dire<9ors,  who  l^oth  confirmed  their  fonrcf 
report.     It   was  iurely,   the  ¥^}OTjiid^^^^ 
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Ml    the   HeuCs,  to  know  from  the  Directors  the  grotands 
tepon  which  they  had  come  to  that  refoiution,  before  thty 
declared  a  different  opinion*     He  had  the  pleafure  to  be  very 
inrell  acquainted  with  the  gentleman  in  the  Direflion,  and 
%e  wais  convinced  they  were  none  of  them  capable  of  an  aft 
iof  inhumanity   or  injuftice^    ^nd  therefore   he  wanted. to 
jknow  upon  what  grounds  they  had  aded.     As  he  had  been 
appointed  a    ^leiiiber  of  the  Committee,  he  wifhed  from  cir- 
cumftances  wl.ich  had  formerly  happened  at  Bengal,  to  tak« 
'every  means  in  his  power  ^o  a^  with  the  iftridieft  juftice  and 
"impartiality  ;  and   the   Houfe  would   remember, 'that   Mr. 
Fowke  laid  no  fort  of  ftrefs  upon  any  fervices  that  either  he 
himfelf  or  his  father  had. rendered  the  £a:ft-India  Company, 
but  refted  ihedaim   merely  upon  the  juftice  of  his  cafe. 
'XJpoti  this  principle  therefore,  tlie  Major  faid,  he  had  exa- 
mined it,  and  as  far  as  he  could  make  it  out,  admrtting  the 
claim  to  be  as  ftrong  as  Mr.  Fowke  himfelfftated  it,  he 
^as  entitled  as  a  matter  of  right  to  four  h!:indred  pounds  a 

?rear,    from   Odlober    iy88   to   November    1789,    and  na 
ongcr.'    Whether  id  confiderarion  of  the  great  age  of  Mr. 
^J^owke,  and  his  having  been  firft  in  the'  fervicfe  fo  long  ago 
OS  the  year  1735,' Mr.  Fowk'e  ihould  t^e  allowed  four  hun- 
idred  pounds  a  year  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  was  aconfi* 
"deration  totally 'diftinft.  *  Mr.  Fowke  had  not  made  any 
fuch  plea  j  hut  had  merely  gone  upori  his  right ;  had  ex- 
■prefsly  deictared  that  he  aflcbd  no  favour,  and  therefore  all 
the  circumftances  mentioned  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
.  man  (Mr.  Burke)  werfe  totally  foreign  from  iKe  queftion  be- 
-fore  the  Houfe.     But  the  circumftances  ftated  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman/" Mr.   llurke,  Were'  not  only  totally 
contrary  tothefafls.  Major  Scott  faid,  but  direflly  contra- 
^^iflory  to  the  allegations  in  Mr.  Fowke's  petition,  which 
'Vas  draWn  with  accuracy,  and  very  corredlly.     The  truth 
p^i^  that  Mr.  Fovyke  had  firft  entered  into  the  Company's 
fervice'  in  1735,  that  he  had  continued  in  the  fervict  until 
i748,  or' 1750,  when   he  obtained  a  permiftion  to  go  to 
India,  not  as  a  Company's  fcrvant,  but  as  a  free  merchant, 
and  to  Madras,  the  place  of  his  nativity;  that  in  1771*  or 
•1772,  he  came  to  Bengal,  not  as  the  Company  fervant,  but  as 
a  private  merchant ;  that  he  continued  until  1778,  when  he 
was  appointed  as  fenior  merchant,  fixed  in  tiiat  rank,  and 
with  permiffion  to  refide  at  Benares.     It  was  a  mere  idea  of 
the  right   honourable  gentleman,  that   tlie   Direflors  had 
given  him  any  appointment  of  any  kind;  they  had  done  no 
fuch  thing;    but   Mr.    Haftings,  in    1780,  appointed   him 
Comptroller   of  Standing   Order??,    with    a    falary   of  1200 
rupees  a  month.     In   1782  or  2,  that  office  was  conferred 
upon  another,  but  Mr.  Fowke  was  allowed  to  retahi  ^[^S^feole 
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lary,  until   1785,  when  the  Diredlors  ftruck  off  the  poft 
which  Mr.  Fowke  had  heen  appointed  in   1780,  and  from 
which  .he  was  removed  in  1782  or  3.     They  alfo  firu^  off 
his  allowance  of  1200  rupees  a  month,  and  he  became  as  a 
fervant  out  of  employ,  entitled  only  to  the  penfion  or  al- 
lowance of  his  rank,   which  was  four  hundred    rupees  a 
month*     In  this   fituation  he  applied  to  Earl  Cornwailis, 
ifirft  for  the  office  of  Prefident  of  Benares,  next  for  a  feat  at 
the  Revenue  Board,  but  was  unfuccefsful  in  both  applica- 
tions.    Then  he  applied  to  come  to  England  upon  the  pen- 
fion,  and  had  ]*^ve.     The  iimple  queftion  then  was  this, 
what  was  that  penrfion  ?  Did  it  mean  that  any  perfon  wa&  to 
rnjoy  it  for  his  life,  or  until  the  Direftors  fhould  fay,  **  now 
f*  you  rpay  gq  QUt,  as  we  will  pay  you  no  longer."     This 
was  the  mere  point  of  right,  and  upon  this  ground   Mr« 
Fowke  had  taken  it  up..   For  his  part,  the  Major  faid,  be 
never  woiild  confent  to  caft  fuch  a  llign^a  upon  fo  many  re* 
fpe£lable  gentlemen,  as  the  refolution  niuit  do,  until  they 
had  been  heard  thenafelveSi  for  jt  Vfzs  not  what  Mr.  De-. 
yaynes  m<ght  fay,  or  his  honourable  friend,  however  they 
might  Iiave  argued  the  point,  tb4t  could  fatisfy  him.     Ht 
was  convinced  the  Direflors  could  have  no  private  views  xq, 
anfwer^  in  negativing  Mr.  Fqwke's  applic9ti5n;  and  in  the 
Iloufe  of  Comnions  to  fay,  upon  ex  paru  evidence,  that 
thofe  gentlemen   had  a6ted  unjuftly,  or  hs^dily,    withoof 
hearing  them,  appeared  to  him  very  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  the  Houfe.     He  certainly  would  hot  aidjourq  the  Houfe 
by  calling  for  a  diviflon,  hut  gentlen^en  ought  to  have  the 
whole  n^atter  before  them,  or  they  .were  not  competent  to 
come  to  a  refolqtion,  whi^h  after  all  could  not  be  in  any  de- 
gree binding,  if  the  Dire^Qrs  ftiQuld  be  of  a  different  opi- 
nion*    Major  Scott  again   faid,  th^t  any   merits   of  Mr. 
Fowket  were  totally  out  of  the  queftion.     He  obtained  the 
penfion  not  for  merits  but  as  his  right.     The  Diredlors  re-, 
fufed  it  becaufe  they  faid,  he  had  no  right,  and  he  contended 
that  the  Hqufe  were  aboyt  ^0  gjve^i^n  ppiaioi^  upon -^xfaru 
evidence. 
Mr.Dun-      Mr.  Dundas  wilhed  to  fay  a  (ew  word$  on  the  fubjed* 
4«!»»      He  faid,  he  did  not  blame  the  Court  of  Diredors  as  mean- 
ing to  do  otherwife  th;in  what  was  right,  but  they  had  cer- 
tainly totally   miftat&en   the  whole  of   this  bniinefs.     He 
knew  perfe£lly  well  all  the  relative  circumftances  with  re- 
gard to  the  order  in  cjueftion,  which  indeed  was  made  by 
himfelf,  at  a  time  when  it  was  neceflary  to  dp  what  perhaps 
might  be  deemed  harfh  things  to  perfons  who  had  been  long 
in  -the  fervice-of  the  Company.     It  had  been  deemed  abfo- 
lately  neceffary,  at  that  time,  to  difplace  and  reduce  the 
income  of  many  perfons,  who  had  been  old,  feryants  of  the 
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Company;  and  it  was  thought  right  at  the  time  that  thej^ 
fhould  h|ive  an  adequate  allowance ;  and  as  it  was  conceived 
that  they  could  live  here,  at  home,  on  a  fmaller  fum  of  mo- 
ney than  in  India,  a  provifion  was  accordingly  made,  and. 
many  of  the^  came,  in  confequeuce,  to  this  country,  to 
take  advantage  of  that  provifion.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he 
apprehended  the  Company  had  no  authority  whatever  to  de* 
prive  Mr.  Fowke  of  his  right,  or  to  make  any  new  order  of 
their  own  to  counteradl  the  purpofes  of  government.  *  In- 
deed he  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  when  the  Court  of 
Diredlors  reconfidered  the  fubjeft  they  would  fee  it  in  the 
proptr  light.  He  concluded,  with  oblerving,  that  the  refo- 
lution  was  temperately  exprefled,  and  unexceptionable. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  Mr«  Burke's  fecond  motion^ 
and  carried. 

He  was  about  to  make  a  third  motion,  when  he  was  told  it 
was  unneceflary* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  Houfe  reCblved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  confideration  the 
report  of  the  public  income  and  expenditure. 

Mr.  Jodrell  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid>  that  thofe  of  his  refolutions  which  had  Mr. 
been  already  moved,  had  met  with  fo  difcouraging  a  recep-  Sheridaa. 
tion,  that  he  now  found  be  had  nothing  to  gain^  and  that  all 
his  exertions  in  their  favour  would  be  ufelefs.  Having  ex- 
periencedy  however,  fo  much. oppofi tion  to  his  ftatement  of 
the  income  of  the  country,  he  Jhould  not  only  try  whether 
the  fame  oppofitioi^  would  be  continued  to  his  ftatement  of 
its  expenditure^  and  for  this  purpofe  go'  on  with  a  few  more 
of  his  refolutions.  He  iheuld  take  occafion  at  fome  future 
period  to  bring  them  all  forward  in  a. form  in  which  they 
might  be  inferted  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe. 

The  refolutions,  from  the  fifth  to  the  tenth,  were  thea 
read,  and  after  fome  (hort  and  defultory  converfation,  fuc- 
cei&vely  negatived. 

Here  Mr.  Ryder  moved, 

"  That  the  total  amount  of  the  intereft  and  charges  of 

^  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  fums  iflued  for  the  redudion 

^*  thereof,  of  the  charges  on  the  aggregate  or  confolidated 

'*^  fund,  and  of  the  fum  granted  for  the  (upplies,  during  the 

*<  laft  five  years,  except  the  fum  of  207,000!.  which  re- 

^  matned  to  be  provided  for  in  the  prefent  year,  under  the 

•  <^  head  of  deficiency  of  grants,  has  been  defrayed  by  the 

•<*  produce  within  the  faid  years  of  the  permanent  taxes,  by 

*^  the  annual  aids  on  land  and  malt,  and  by  the  fums'arifing 

^*  from  extraordinarv  refources,  with  the  addition  of  a  loan 

**  ef  one  million  railed  by  Tontine,  and  of  187,0001.  raifed 

«  by 
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^  by  ihoit  annuities*''  Which  modem,  aft/er  (omttcmA 
tion^  was  carried. 

7' hey  then  proceeded  to  the  eleventh  idflfaKion,  vpn 
which,  Mr.  Pitt  tnorved  an  ameiidoienr,  , 

^'  That  the  (am  for  defraying  the  armament  of  179"}  Jiii 
*'  keeping  up  the  additional  number  of  fcameo,  wukiaji 
^^  independently  of  the  oixUnary  rncontc" 

This  amendoietit  was  aioptxA,  The  twdfth^  tfajitcarili 
and  fourteenth  refolution^  were  then  read,  mod  nepiiirei 

The  fifteenth  was  alfo  negatived  whhottt  a  fingk  flk 
jeftion.ftated. 

The  fifteenth  was  agreed  to. 

The  feventeeinhy  With  an  anmndment,  emifnemuf  Al 
feveral  articles  which  raifed  theeilimated  expenditure  of  1791 
fo  much  above  that  of  1786,  was  alfo  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Mr.  Shsridan  how  moYed'an  additional  refbhitioDt  infik* 

Sheridan,  fiance  ^^  that  the  eftima^ed  expence  of  the  navy,  vat^ 
*'  ordnance,  militia,  and  mlfcefianeous  fervice%  by  ltet»>* 
^  port  of  the  (  ommittee  of  179I9  eKceeds  dial  c(ik 
^^  Commfttee  of  17)^6  by  434,293^  wiii6h  was  agmdli^ 

The  eighteenth  was  negatived^  and  the  ninetoentt^  s'^, 
pendant  on  the  former,  tvnhdrawn. 

On  the  twentieth, 

Mr.  Steele  propofed  amendments,  ftatoig  thecaBOcfcc^'^ 
fora  voted  for  the  far  vice  of  1791,  above  the  efthnateofil 
Commrttee  of  17^6^  includes  varioa^  articles  of  ayMl 
that  will  not  occor  again. 

After  fome  debate,  '  . 

Mr.  Fox.  ^^*  ^^  ^^^9  ^^^^  S^^^  exceftof  tht  Cam  voted  fir d^ 
current  year  above  the  eftimate  of  the  Coinmitt6»«f  tM 
the  eftimate  ot  that  Committed  ha vitigfo  diuch  esceeU* 
eflimate  of  the  Committee  of  1766,  fliewed,  thai  aocaft 
was  due  to  any  eft i mate.  Gentlemen  now  eudeaiMd^ 
give  reafoiis  why  the  Committee  of  1786  had  been  flwUil 
but  it  was  of  little  importance  to  know  how,  fincetkffe^^ 
been  fo  incredibly  erroneous  in  tlietreftimate  of  absofttK^^ 
article  of  expenditure.  Northing  appeared  fa  faitt  *^. 
fufpicious,  than  the  mannier  in  whioh  the  ^ftimatedeirMk 
in  both  cafeS)  was  made  to  quacfa^te  with  the«fttiMlBi|^; 
come.  In  178^,  fo  much,  it  was  laid,  would  hc^ 
come,  and  fo  much  the  expence.  In  1791  the  ~ 
eftimnted  at  a  much  greater  fum,  and  the  eftimate 
increafed  in  the  fame  proportion.  Now,  wiiboat 
ing  to  bring  a  charge  againft  any  of  the  oficen 
pared  the  eili mates  of  the  feveral  articles,  with 
S^hSt  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ooUeft 
total,  did  not  this  aifbrd  a  ftrong  prefompliott, 
«Uimates  at  the  feveral  offices  were  made  oat,  not ' 
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view  of  wtet  ^as  likely  .to  bt  <lie  probttblefutisre  expmife, 
but  on  what  AVbUld  mak^  the  lotal  expeiice  nearly  balance 
i?irith  the  total  income  i  . 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  hti^  this  was  to  To^re  that' the  of-  Mr.  Pitt, 
'fleers  who  prepared  the  eftimat^s^  bad  not  done  their  duty, 
a  fuppoiition  which  the  ComittftOsc  could  ixyt  entertain  oh  a 
tnere  furiniaei  That  the  eftimated- revanue  no#  exceeded 
the  efttmated  expence,  although  i)oth  were  increaM  fince 
9  786^  did  not  afford  groimd  fat  i^di  a  fu|ipofitticm«  The 
increafe  of  -expence  was  accounted  for ;  and  great  would  be 
the  merit  on  any  fiitore  occa(ibn>  of  foggeltiilig  means  by 
^Mrhich  it  could  (ye'reduced  COh^fiftently  wi«h  the4^ty  of  tjie 
tountry.  Of  that  increafe  200^000!.  were  fir  the  navy,  the 
expence  df  which,  in  hrs  opinion,  could  not  be  reduced,  and 
h^  was  fure  would  not  require  to  be  augmented.  I'here 
was,  therefore,  no  reafon  for  diftruAing  the  eftimatesw 

Mr.  fex  obferved,  that  the  right  honourabif  gentleman  Mr.  Fox^ 
had  given  as  ftrong  aflbrfinces  that  cb*^  eAimate  of  1786 
would  not  be  exceeded.  They  had  been  enerroouily  ex- 
ceeded, and  his  aiTu ranees  mufft  now  go  for  ^nothing.  Mr. 
I'^ox  fa  id,  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  a  charge  of  falfifying 
efttmates  agarnft  any  man,  becaufe  he  had  ho  means  ^ of 
proving  it;  but  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  fpeBkxn§.;for 
the  people,  he  had  a  right  to  f;ly,  that  the  circum^hces.ho 
had  aient4oiiled  did  -iiffbrd  a  prefumprion  that  eftimates 
wore  made  out,  not  becaufe  fuch  and  fuch  eftablifliment^ 
Wore  necfcflary  for  the  dl«fence  of  the  country,  but  becaufe 
thero  waA  (6  fhuch  revenise  to  fpend.  It  w^  a  very  ferious 
caiifeof  aiaffif^o  the  pedple,  lie  (kid,  tliat  tlieyhad  no  fure 
groonddf  belief  in  any  cftimateof  oxpfenoe,  or  of  tlie  pto- 
h^bttt  burdens  that  muft'be  tmpofed  u^on  tlicm.  He  Jioped 
they  wbtiH  feel  the  neceffity  ot  watehtng  a  Minilkry,  who, 
with  etonomy  always  i#  their  mouths;  had  added  year  after 
year  to  the  expence  of  eflaHiflKrtonts,  in  a  period  when  tho 
tountry  enjoyed  agreater  degree  erf  external  fecurity  than  it 
bad  ever  done  before ;  who  inft^ad  of  applying  the  increafe 
oif  revenue  to  the  redu^ion  of  the  dftbt,  had  incteafed  tho 
expence  as-  tbo  revenue  increafed,  and  for  fcvccal  years  out- 
run it.  Such  was  the  ftateof  the  finances  that  muA  he  prC'* 
fented  to  thepuWic  on  their  own  (howing;  and  if  this  was 
an  agreeable  ftatement  to  gentlemen^  he  wiflicdthem  joy  of 
their  fenfations.  In  this  fituation,  when  gentlemen  objeded 
to  any  fource  of  revenue,  a«  injurious  to  the  public,  they 
were  held  out  as  inimical  to  the  revenue.  He  did  not  agree 
with  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan),  that  a  lottery 
was  altogether  an  improper  fource  of  revenue;  hut  he  did 
m^Kl  completely,  that  the  extenfion  of  the  excife  was.  It 
was  faid,  that  the  excife  on  tobacco  had  fuocteded.    He  wat. 
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'  iorry  for  it ;  for  as  he  never  cduld,  approve  of  any  commau- 
tion  of  liberty  for  revenue,  he  muft  be  forry  for  the  (acak 
of  any  fcheme  that  recom^nended  the  principle  to  tlie  ajipnln* 
tion  of  the  Houfe.  Whenever  any  fcheme  of  excife  wai 
propofed,  he  fhould  treat  with  contempt  all  infinuaticai 
that  to  cppofe  it  was  to  fliew  that  he  was  hoftile  to  theieie- 

'  nue;  and,  that  which  was  fit  and  proper  for  him  to  do  on 
excife,  was- equally  fo  for  any  gentleman  on  a  lottery,  orasj 
other  means  of  reveniie,  which  he  thought  prejudicial  to  li» 
'*  liberty  cr  the  morals  of  the  fubje£^.  The  Committee,  Ur. 
Fox  fatd,  had  thrown  out  many  of  his  honourable  friniA 
propofitbns,  without  even  attempting  to  fiiew  that  tkf 
were  £alfe.    They  had,  howeter,  left  fuiHcient  to  prove  t|ie 

'  fallacy  of  all  former  eAimates,  aflertions,  aod  piedidiM^ 

refpe fling- the  expenditure;  that  they   did    not  yet  knov 

wheit  a  peace  eHabliihrnent  would  take  place ;  norwiedlff 

they  were  yet  within  half  a  million  of  the  annual  expeocSL 

The  Secretar]ft  at  War  prqfefled  himfelf  incapable  of  nsfe- 

-  ing  out  falfe  eilimates. 

I^jr^   .        Mr.  Jiyder  faid,  the  Committee  of  1786  had  not  <aMa 

R>der.     ^^^^^  eflimate  of  the  revenue  and  the  extraoidinary  aid^k 

enumerated  the  additional,  expences  of  the  army,  nav^  »i 

ordnance^'  which  the  Committte  could  pot  forefee;  k* 

ftowed  an  encomium  on  the  ability  and  candoar  of  theGm- 

mitteeof  1791,  and  congratulated  hin^felf  on  haviog  lM>a 

Member  bfitt 

Mr.  Fox.       Mr.  Fpx  declared,  that  he  meant  no  reflexion  on  the  Cob- 

raittee.     Tiiey.  could  only  report,  he  faid,  on  thepsupenhH 

before  them.      Their  euimate  of  the  fu|pre  revenm^  M 

hoped,  would  be  verified;  but  he  had  no  confidence  wlttt- 

over  in  their  eAimate  of  expence.    None  of  tbem  had  any 

.    more  reafon  to  confide  in  it  than  he,  nor  had  any  ofdttffl 

exprefled  the.Ieaft  confidence  in  i%    He  concluded  with  fry- 

'    ing  that  the  Committee  of  1786  was  admitted,  on  thefa^ 

of  the  accounts,  to  have  been  cpmpletely  millaScen  inailtbeir 

-  eftimates  of  expence  and  extraordinary  aids. 

Mr.  Piit.       ^^^  Chancellor  Pitt  affcrted,  that  the  Committee  of  1786 

were  right  in  their  eftimate  of  extraordinary  aids,  if  aBo^ 

ance  were  made  for  extraordinary  expences. 

Mr.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  Committee  of  1786  wa£  wrQiyoa 

SkeridaV  every  ftatement,  ifflirly  followed;  and  to  prove  that  they 

I    were  right  in  any  one  inftance,  it  was  neceflary  to  take  fart  of 

*     one^nd  part  of  another. 

Sir  Charl.      ^^^  Cbarla  Bunbury  (a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  1 79')b 

BvAbury.  f^ic^*  the  Committee  was  not  anfwerable  for  tiie  efttiiiattt* 

They  had  proceeded  as  mere  accountants  on  thepo^eni^i^ 

"    before  them*    They  ftated  that  Tuch  was  the  amount 9^  die 

ifftimatcsfora  peace  eftablithment,  without  eipfe8iQ|[>nf 
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opttiioii  that  fuch  eftimates  were  proper^  much*  lefs  reco^m- 
mt^nding  ih^in  to  the  Houfe.     For  this  reafon  he  obJQified 
to  the  expreffion  in  the  39threfo!ution,  **  That  the  Com - 
**   mlttee  prbjsofcd  gr»at  increases  to  the  peace  cftablilbment.'^ 
They  did  not,   Sir  Charles  laid,    ftropofe  thofe  increafes ;  ' 
and  he  for  one  did  not  approve  of  them.     The  peace efta*^ 
blirhment,  in  hi^oplnion,  ought  to  be  under  the  eftimate  of 
1786.     Itjippeared  to  him,  that  the  whole  fum  applied  to 
the  difcharge  of  debt,  had  arifen  from  the  extraordinary  aids, 
and  confequently,  that  in  the  laft  five  years,    «re  had  fpent  a 
million  annually  -more  than  our  permanent  income,     llv*  ex- 
traordinary aids  were  now  exhauAed,  and  we  had  no  refource  t 
left  but  frugality. 

Mr.  Montagu  (another  Member  of  the  Committee)   faid,  *  Mr. 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  were  not  even  bound  to  vote  Montagu. 
for  the  increafe  of  eftablifliment  in  their  report,  unlefe,  on  •*  • 

examination,'  they  ihoutd  think  it  neceflary.  He  had  not 
materials,  he  faid,  on  which  to  form  his  opinion,,  and  till 
thofe  were  before  him,  he  had  nothing  for  his  guide  but  his 
good  opinion  of  Minifter%  which  was  not  fufficient  ground  for 
voting  money  ouw 

Mr.  Steele's  amendments  were  introduced>  and  the  refolu-  . 
tion  agreed  to. 

The  twenty-firft  and  twenty-fecond  were  withdrawn.        x 
The    twenty-third    was    agreed   to,     wiih   an   amend- 
jnent. 

The  twenty-fourth  was  negatived  without  any  obje£tion 
flated* 

In  the  twenty-fifth, 

Mr.  Ryder  introduced    the  fubftance  of  feveral  others^ 
though  in  a  very  diiFerent  form. 
The  tweniy-fixth  was  withdrawn. 

The  twenty-feventh,  eighcth,  and  ninth  were  negatived 
without  any  objeflion  ftatcd. 

Mr.  Fox  here  obferved,  that  the  intention  feemed  to  be  to  ,Mr.  Fox. 
negative  all  that  were  evideiftly  true,  and  cou4d  neither  be 
fupported  nor  oppofed  by  argument. 

The  thirtieth  refolution  was  then  read.  Mr.  Pitt  moved 
an  amendment,  tliat  the  words  from  *<  that,*'  to  **  money," 
be  left  out,  which  was  atcordingly  adopted.  . 

The  thirty-fecond,  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  refolu^ 
tions  were  negatived. 

Here  Mr;  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  •<  That  during  the  faid. 
^<  five  years  the  fum  of  5,424,592!.  including  674,592!.  ari* 
*<  fing  from  annuities  expired  or  unclaimed,  and  from  di- 
«  vidends  on  ftock  bought,  has  been  applied  to  the  redu£Hon 
«  of  the  niitjonal  debt,  and  that  the  annual  intereft  on  the  ' 
«  ftock  bought,    and  die  prefent  amount  of  the  annuitiesnC 
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*^  expif%d  of  unclaimed,  appter$  to  be  254,904!.  io  M^tioi 
<<  to  the  million  annually  cha|-ged  oo  the  confeiidaied  finii^ 
Thd  motion  was  pot  anci  carrred* 

'  The  remaioing  refolutidos,  the  thirtf-fiftti,  tbirty-fiatbr 
thirty-feventh,  thirty-ei^htb>  and  tbirtx-ninth,  ^ilitoM 
a  negative. 

1  ho  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  th^  next  day. 

.Tlie  Houfe  adjourned. 

The  order  of  the  day  hw\g  read  for  receiving  die  rsportof 

.  the Refdut ions  relating  tp  the  public  Incoone  and  Expcnli? 

ture,  the  fandfe  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  JpdfeU>  and  th| 

queflion  being'  pot  on  the  firft  refolution, 

Mr.  Mr.  Sheridcn^diA^  that  unfupcefffu}  as  his  exartioos  hal 

Skeridan.  y^^^  to, obtain  a  true  ftatement  of  the  revenue  and  expeadi* 

turefor  the  Ia(l  five  years,  he  would  not,  as  his  opponoit^ 

had  done,  attempt  to -negative  any  refolution  of  £id.   Tbf 

refolutions  which  hr  bad  m^ved,  he  waa  pertaini  exhihiteli| 

more  clear  and  cor  red  view,  of  the  finances  than  thofeoair 

tained  in  the  nepprt,  and  for  that  reafon  he  ihould  move  thi 

previous  queftion. 

The  previous  queftion  was  negatived,  apd  the  feUoirifl| 
refolutions  Were  feverally  agreed  to-:« 

<<  Refolved,  That  it  appei^rs  that  iheSeleA  Cpaiinitl»of 
1786*1  proct^ded  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  annual  a^ 
permanent  taxes  then  ffibfiftingjwerp  likely  to  pFodoce  IQ- 
nually  the  fum  of  15^ '?97>47 1 1.  viz.  tlie  land  tax  1,967,650^ 
the  malt  ffuty  632,3501-  and  the  permanent  taxes  I2*797»47'!! 

«  Refblved,  That  it  appears,  by  the  report  ©CtlieSdeft 
Committee  of  179 if,  that  tbe  prodiiee  of  the  laid  permawnt 
taxes,  in  the  year   1786^  was  119835^5311.,  being  JeTi  by 

96o^94pL  than   the  fum  eAtmated in  ib^  year  11% 

^*>754>79Sl*>  ^ing  ^^fs  by  42,676!.  than  the  faid  ftwn— 
in  the  year  17S8,  12,813,9521.,  being  more  by  15,4811.  thaa 
the  faid  (im-r^i^  ^he  y^r  i789>  1 3,26918711.,  being  laorabf 
412,4001.  than  the  faid  fam— — and  in  the  year  179^. 
i^3>?82,393l.,  being  more  by  994«92iK  thai^  the  feid  fcoij 
Jhclttding  193,0001.  beizi|^  the  ainount  of  one  fifty-tbiri 
weekly  payments 

**  That  the  produce  of  tSe  fi^jd  t^xes,  vpoo  m  aferagerf 
the  firft  two  years  (viz.    1786  and    17^7)  amouatd  (^ 
^S9a95,663L>  betii^  ;oi,So81.  lefs  than  tlie  fntUt  ^itnaui 
<^  That  the  produce  of  thef  fn^id  taxes,  upon  an  avenge  ci 

•  ♦ide  tRe  above  Report,  printed  for  J.  D^bratt^  Pkcad]l|y. 

f  Printed  alfo  for  J.  Debrett. 
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t\i»  firil  tbres  yearsb  (vix.  1786,  I787>  and  1788)  amounted 
%<>  12,468^0021.  being  320,3791.  lefs  than  the  fmsreliimat^l. 

.  «<  That  the  produce  or  the  faid  taxes,  upon  an  average  of 
tbe  firft  four  years,  (viz.  1786,  1787,  1788*  and  1789) 
^OBOunted  to  121653,537!.,  being  *43«934l>  kf»  tban  the 
Ivm  eftimated* 

**  Ihat  the  produce  of  thafaid  tax^,  uppn  an  layerage  of 
^ve  years,  (vix.  1786,  1787,  1788,  1789,  and  1790) 
MDounted  to  12^879,398]^  heing  8(1,8371.  more  than  tht  fum 
eftimated. 

<<  That  the  produce  of  tht  f^id  ts^xes,  upon  an  a^i^erage  of 
the  laft  four  years,  (vi»,  1787,  1788,  1789,  and  1790) 
^^siountedto  i3iH4Pj002lp  hmng  342,5311.  more*  than  th€t 
(um  efttmated. 

^<  That  theprodmoeof  thefaid  ti^xes,  upon  an  average  of 
the  laft  three  years  (viz,,  17 88^  17891  and  1790)  amounted 
to  131268,405!.^  being  ^70^9341.  more  than  the  fpm  eiti*^ 
fBated.         '  i 

<^  And  that  the  produce  of  th^  faid  taxes,  pppn^  am  ave« 
tagf  of  the  laft  two  years  (viz.  1 789  And  1 790)  afnonnted  to 
^3,496, i'3?i.»  being  698,661!.  more  tljan  the  fum  piliinated." 
«  Refolyed,  Tliat  in  this  calculation,  the  Se^^ik  Commit- 
tee of  179 1  have  advertWl  to  all  th^  additioiia}'  impofitionft 
v^hich  ought  to  have  been  dedu£led  frofn- their*  f»ftiniate,  ex^ 
pept  tobacco  jic^nces,  wrhicli  amount  in  tlie  whole  tp  8 1*7531* 
a#)d  that  they  have  ipade  no  allowsHce  for  the  diQiiu^ipn 
ifirifing  frpni  the  exemptions  allowec)  in  the  horfi^  t^^,  or  for 
t\i»  j^eal  of  the  tax  upon  Uoens  aqd  ftuff$. 

<'  Refolved,  That  no  complete  account  can  y^^  be  givef^ 
of  the  produce  o^  the  1^  and  snalt  taxes  far  th^  k^ft  five 
years. 

<<  That  the  9)6t  produce  of  the  knd  tax  appe^iifSi  liable  to 
po  material  variation  from  year  to  year,  and  may  he  ftatedat 
|y97a,oooh,  befng  59001.  more  than  tfai|  fum  dftimi^ted* 

«  That  the  n^t  produce  of  the  mall  tax  in  the  years  1786, 
1787,  and  1788,  appears  to  have  been  upon  an  average^ 
597,1711,,  bcing35,i79K  lefs  than  the  fum  eflimited. 

"  Refolyed,  That  k  appears,  by  the  Report  of  the  Seled 
GofRipittee  of  1791,  that  tlie  total  amount  of  the  mtereft 
and  charges  of  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  (urns  iffiied  for  the 
redtt^ion  thereof,  of  the  charges  upon  the  aggregate  and 
confolidated  fund,  and  of  the  fums  granted  for  the  fupplies 
(including  tbedeficienctesof  land  and  malt,  the  deficiency  of 
grants  for  the  year  1785,  and  the  amount  of  the  prises  in  the 
lotteries  of  the  ieveral  years,  with  the  charges  attending 
them)  has  been,  during  the  laft  five  years,  88,ii659t6K; 
jind  that  the  whole  <^f  ^e  ^bove  chaises  (except  the  fum  of 
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207,000!.,  which  remained  to  be  provided  for  in  the  prefeot* 
year,  under  the  head  of  Deficiency  of  Grants)  has  been  de* 
frayed  by  the  produce  within  the  (aid  five  years  of  the  per- 
manent taxes,  by  the  annual  aids  on  land  and  malt,  and  by 
the  fume  arifing  From  extraordinary  refources,  with  the  ad* 
dition  of  a  loan  of  one  million  raifed  by  tontine,  and  ti 
187,0001.  raifed  by  (hert  annuities. 

*<  Refolved,  That,  over  and  above  the  fums  granted  (at 
the  fupplies,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  increafc  in  the 
jiavy  debt  within  the  faid  period,  which  is  Hated  at  4S7%9S<^ 
and  an  arrear  incurred  in  the  Ordnance,  under  the  head  of 
Unprovided,  to  the  amount  of  61,9091. ;  and  that  the  defi* 
ciency  of  grants  of  the  year  1790  exceeds  that  of  the  year 
1785  by  the  fum  of  8o«590l« 

"  Rcfolved,  1  hat  the  fum  voted  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  the  armahlent  of  1790,  and  for  the  charge  of  6000  addi- 
tional ieamen  for  ihe  fervice  of  the  prefent  year  (amounting 
to. 3, 133,000)  is  not  included  in  the  above  account ;  hut  that 
9  feparate  provision  has  been-  made  for  difchat^ng  the  fao^ 
independent  of  the  future  income  of  the  country,  as  efti- 
xnated  by  the  Committee  of  1 79 1  • 

*<Refolved,  That  the  Seteft  Committee  appointed  in  17M 
to  examine  and  ftate  the  accounts  relating  to  the  pubttc  in- 
ttome  and  expenditure,  and  to  rej^ort  what  might  be  expe£lol 
to  be  the  annual  amount  of  the  faid  incom&and  expeiiditare 
in  future,  have  ftated  the  expefled  future  expenditure  upon 
a  permanent  peace  eftablifliiment,  including  the  anmnl 
million  to  he  paid  to  the  Commiflieners,  at'  the  fum  of 
15^478,1811. 

^(  Refolv^ed,  That  the  Sele£l  Committee,  appointed  in  the 
prefent  year  1 791  to  examine  into  the  amount  of  the  public 
income  and  expenditure  during  the  laft  five  years,  and  alfo 
to  report  to  thp  Houfe  what  may  be  expeded  to  he  tbc 
annual  amount  in  future,  ftate  the  exposed  expenditure^ 
upon  a  permanent  peace  eftabliihment,  including  the  annual 
million  to  be  paid  to  the  Cornmiffioners,  at:  the  fum  of 
15,969,1781.  which  is  exelufive  ^f  the  fum  of  12,000!. 
fince  charged  on  the  confolidated  fund  for  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Clarence;  aod 
that  the  above  fum  exceeds  the  permanent  peace  eftablifli- 
ment,  as  ftated  by  the  Committee  of  1786,*  by  490^9971 
of  which  42,2031.  is  on  account  of  the  incrrafe  in  the  intereft 
and  charges  of  the  national  debt,  2000I.  on  account  of  the 
intereft  on  £xchei]uer  bills,  14,4991.  on  the  diflference  in 
the  charges  on  the  aggregate  and  confolidated  funds,. and  of 
the  produce  of  the  appropriated  duties,  200>oooL  in  the 
navy,  148,8421.  in  the  army,    Z7,oooU  in  the  ordnance,- 
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4^3111.  ia  the  iQilitia)  and  54,142!.  in  the  inifc^Uaneous  fer^ 
vices. 

*•  Refolved,That  the  exceeding  in  the  eftimate  dated  by  the 
Committee  of  1791,  on  the  five  heads  of  navy,  army,  ord- 
nance, militia,  and  mifcellaneous   Services,    above  the  eili- 
mate  dated  by  the  Committee  of  1 7  66,  on  the  fame  five  headsy 
,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  434,295!. 

.     ~  "  Refolved,!  hat  the  bele^  Committee  of  179 1  do  not  ap*  ' 
.  pear  to  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  inquire  into,  or  to  ftate* 
any  opinion  refpeSing  the  ground  or  neceffity   for  fuch  in- 
crsafe,  under -the  abqve  heads  of  fervice,  the  eftimates  and 
accounts  of  which  CQme  annually  under  the  revifion  of  Parlia« 
ment. 

'*  Refolved,  That  the  expencp  of  the  prefect  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  fervices  already  voleJ,  and  exciuCvc  of  any  extra 
cxpence  for  the  prefent  armament,  will  amount  to  about 
the  fum  of  i6>833,92oK  exceeding  the  permanent  peace  cfta- 
blifhment  of  the  Scleft  Committee  of  1786  by  the  fum  of 
1,355,739-^and  the  enlarged  eftimate  of  the  Committee  of 
'.  179*  by  the  fum  of  864,742!.  but  that  there  is  included  in 
the  above  fum  of  864,742!.  an  excefs  of  131,405!.  upon  the 
navy,  which  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  fum  voted 
for  tlie  repairs  of  frigates  in  merchants  yards,  which  expence 
will  not  recur  again — and  an  excefs  of  107,484!.  upon  the 
army,  which  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  no  allowance 
being  made  in  the  grants  of  this  year  for  army  favings, 
fimilar  to  that  which  is  made  in  the  eftimates  of  1786  and 

•  1791,  and  by  an  advance  of  71,569!.  on  account?  of  troops 
-     ferving  in  India,    which  is  to  be  repaid   by  the   Eaft-Lidia 

Company — and  an  excefs  of  68,676!.  upon  the  ordnance,  of 
which  61,907!.  arifes  from  thedifcharge  of  ordnance  unpro- 
jridtd,  and  alfo,  an  excefs  of  557,177!.  under  the  head  of 
mifcellaneous  fervices,  of  which  43.2,444!.  is  on  account  of 
American  fnfferers,  an  article  of  expence  exprefsly  excluded 
from  the  eftimates  above  mentioned,  and  the  remainder 
* ,  on  account  of  varioys  mifcellaneous  fervices  peculiar  to  th« 
prefent  year. 

"  Refolved,  That  tlie  Selefl  Committee,  efti mating  upon  ^ 

•  an  average  of  tlie  three  laft  years,  and  adverting  to  the  ad-  ' 
ditionafweelts  receipt  in  1790,  have  calculated  the  future 
probalile  annual  income  at  the  fum  of  16,030,286!.  which 
exceeds  the  future  expenditure,  as  eftimated  by  tlie  faid  Com- 
mittee, by  a  fum  of  6i,ic8" — that  the  above  income  is  cal- 
culated upon  a  revenue  which  appears  to  have  been  pro- 
greflSvely  increafing,  and  isexclufive  of  any  addition  to  be 
expefled.from  the  amount  of  the  taxes  oJF  1789,  or  from  tlie 
increafed  produce  of  the  duties  on  tobacco — and  likewife  ex- 

•  clufiveof  the  profits  of  the  lottery,  which  amounted  in  the 
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prefent  year  nearly  to  3tDO,0oo].  and  of^ny  foms  to  axHe 
from  any  incidental  or  extraordinaty  relburccs. 

<^  Refblved^    That  the  tnoney  remaining  due  npon  tbe 
principal   ^nd  tnterefl  of  the   Ameivan  and  Eaft  Fkmda 
Claims,  «vhich  has  been  direAed  by  Parliament  to  be  paid 
by  inftalments,  is  ftated  to  have  amounted,  on  lOth  OAober 
%  179O9    to   1,546,062].  exchifive  of  the  inter^ft  payable  on 

fuch  part  6f  it  as  Remains  undircbarged,  and  cxclnfiTealfbof 
farther  anhual  payments  and  penfions  to  Americaa  LoyaliftSp 
amounting  to  S^2i  il.  per  annum. 

«^  Refolved,  That,  befides  this  article  fe  ftated  bytk 
Committee,  it  appears,  from  the  ordnance  efttmate  inferted 
in  their  appendix,  that  the  eftimate  of  the  future  anmial  ex- 
pence  of  that  office  is  exclufive  of  fuch  fums  as  are  contained 
in  the  eAiroate  of  the  Board  of  land  and  lea  Officers  for 
additional  wotks  for  feburity  of  His  Majefty's  dock  yards, 
%  and  of  any  other  fortifications,  or  other  ntw  work%  to 
be  carried  on  in  the  Weft  Indies^  North  America,  or  elie- 
where. 

«'  Refolv^d,  That,  during  the  laft  five  years,  t!tt  fom  of 
Si424i592l.  including  674,59^1.  aridng  fiom  annoities  cx- 
.  pired  or  unclaimed,  and  from  dividends  on  fiock  booghi^ 
has  been  applied  to  the  redodion  of  the  national  debt ;  tfast 
the  fums  by  which  the  debt  has  been  increi^fed  within  the 
fame  period,  appear,  by  the  report  of  the  Seled  Commitm^ 
to  have  amounted  to  1,6024^891.  leaving  a  balance  of 
3>822,oo3L  and  that  the  annual  mtereft  oo  the  ftock  boiq^tf 
and  the  prefent  amount  of  the  annuities  expired  or  uoclaimedy 
appears  to  be  254*8041.  in  addition  to  the  million  anmiatly 
charged  on  the  confolidated  fund.** 

As  foon  as  the  foregoing' reffolutions  hadpafled, 
I^r,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,    that   having  given  notice  of  his  10- 

Sheridan.'  tention  to  endeavour  to  get  his  reiolutions  pat  open  the 
journals,  which  could  not  be  done  by  moving  tfacm  ina 
Committee,  he  (hould  now  move  the  firft. 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  the  refolutions  having  been 
fully  difcufled  in  the  Committee,  he  (hould  move  theprevi* 
ous  ^ueftion  on  every  one  of  them. 

The  following  refolutions  were  then  feveraDy  moved,  and 
the  previous  queftion  put  and  carried  on  aP,  except  the 
laft. 

<*  That  it  appears  that  the  Seleil  Committee  of  1786 
proceeded  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  the  annual  and  perma- 
nent taxes  then  fubfifting  were  likely  to  produce  anmially  the 
fum  of  15,397.4711. 

"  That  the  Sele<a  Committee  of  1786  ftate,  that  a  far* 
•tli^r  coofiderable  xncreafe  in  the  then  fabfifting  taxes,  bo- 

yond 
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yond  their  eftimatc,  might  be  cxpedcd,  if  the  duecol)e£lioii 
thereof  could  be  fecured  by  meafures  adequate  to  the  pur* 
pofe,  and  fucb  as  would  probably  afford  an  ample  provifion 
for  any  deficiencies  which  might  'at  any  time  be  found  in 
certain  extraordinary  refources,  before  enumerated  by  the 
/aid  SeloS  Committee; 

<*  That  it  appears  bv  the  report  of  the  Seleft  Committee 
of  17919  that  the  produce  of  tlie  faid  taxes,  from  the  5th 
January  1786  to  the  5th  January  1787,  amounted  only  to 
the  fum  of  14,405,7021.  being  991,7691.  lefs  than  the  fum 
teilimated; 

<*  That  the  produce  of  the  faid  taxes,  upon  an  average 
of  thefirft  two  years  (viz.  1786  and  1787)  amounted  only 
to  14,864,8341.  being  SS^^^^I^*  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^* 
mated; 

**  That  the  produce  of  the  faid  taxes,  upon  an  average  of 
thefirft  three  year  (viz.  1786,  1787,  and  1788)  amounted 
only  to  159037,263!.  being  360,2081.  lefs  than  the  Committee 
cftimated ; 

"  That  the  produce  of  the  faid  taxes,  uponan  average  of 
the  firft  four  years  (viz.  1786,  1787,  1788,  and  1789) 
amounted  only  to  15,222,7081.  being  1749763I.  lefs  than  the 
Committee  eftimated ; 

<*  And  that  the  produce  of  the  faid  taxes,  upon  an  average 
of  five  years  (vjz.  1786,  1787,  178JB,  1789,  and  1790)  has 
amounted  to  15^448,479).  leaving  an  exceeding  of  5i,oo8L 
beyond  theeftimate  of  the  faid  Select  Committee; 

«  That  in  this  calculation  the  Sele£l  Committee  of  179! 
have  not  adverted  to  all  the  additional  impofitions  which 
ouglit  to  have  been  deduced  from  their  eftimate; 

>«  That  the  total  net  produce  of  the  public  income,  upon 
an  average  of  the  laft  five  years  (viz.  from  6th  January 
1786  to  5th  January  1701  (both  inclufive)  has  amounted 
annually,  including  a  nfty-third  weekly  payment,  to  a 
fum  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  i5,6i8,775U 

*<  That  the  average  expenditure  during  the  fame  period^ 
including  the  fums  paid  to  the  American  Loyaliils,  and  on 
account  of  other  temporary  mifcellaneous  fcrvices,  and  the 
fams  iiTued  to  the  Commiffioners  for  difcharging  the  na- 
tional debt;  and  adding  the  eftimated  expence  of  the  militia 
for  the  years  1789  and  1790;  but  exclufive  of  the  expence 
of  the  armament  in  1790,  and  of  any  addition  to  the  navy 
debt  fince  1786;  iias  amounted  annually  to  a  fum  exceeding 
the  fum  of  16,855,1091. 

^*  That  the  average  excefs  of  expenditure  beyond  th«v 
average  income,  during. the  above  period^  has  amounted  an- 
-oually  to  a  fath  exceeding  i>236,334U 

Vot.XXIX.  4QI  «5^That 
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<<  That  the  total  net  produce  of  the  puhlic  mconie,  upoo 
an  average  of  the  laft  three  years,  viz.  from  6th  January 
1788  to  5th  January  1791  (both  inclufive)  has  amounted 
annually,  including  a  fifty-third  weekly  payment,  to  the  fum 
of  16,030,2861. 

*^  1  hat  the  average  expenditure  during  the  fame*  period, 
incUiding  the  fums  paid  to  the  American  Lcyalifls,  and  on 
account  of  other  temporary  mifcellaneous  fervices,  and  the 
fums  iffued  to  the  Commiffioners  for  difcharging  the  na- 
tional debt ;  and  adding  the  eftimated  expence  of  the  militia, 
for  the  years  1789  and  1790;  but  exclu five  of  the  expence 
of  the  armament  in  1790,  and  of  any  addition  to  the  nary 
d^bt  fince  1  786;  has  amounted  annually  to  a  fum  exceeding 
i6,978,073l# 

"  That  the  avcmceexcefs  of  expenditure,  beyond  the  ave* 
rage  inCome,  during  the  above  period,  has  amounted  anuoaliy 
to  947,7871. 

*'  That  the  expence  of  the  armament  in  the  year  1790, 
feparately  provided  for,  and  not  included  in  the  above  ac- 
eounts,  has  amounted  to  a  fum  exceeding  three  millions, 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  addition  to  the  navy  debt  fince 
31(1  December  1785  is  efthnated  by  the  feleft  Committee  at 
457,9501.  and  that,  by  an  account  delivered  to  the  Houfe 
fince  the  report  of  the  Committee,  this  debt  appears  to  have 
been  farther  increa fed  ; 

"  That  the  total  amount  of  the  exceeding  of  expenditure 
^  in  the  five  years  before  dated,  exclufive  of  this  addition  to 
the  navy  debt,  and  of  the  expence  of  the  armament  in  1790, 
amounts  to  the  fum  of  6,i8r,67oL 

*'  That  the  extraordinary  refourcrs,  by  which  this  defi- 
ciency has  been  fupplied  during  the  above  period,  have 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  6,19 1,1051*  and  have  arifea  from 
the  following  articles;  viz. 

From  refpitcd  duties  paid  in  by  the  Eaft-India 

Company  522,500 
From  arrears  of  land  tax  granted  prior  to 

1786            —            —         _        — .  ^S^A^l 

Ditto  malt  —  —  *4>87S 
From  fums  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  on  5th 

January  1786                 —                 —  1,172,119 

From  hnpreft  monies,  and  monies  re-paid  820,165 
From  money  re*  paid  on  account  ofi  advance 

for  Foreign  fecret  fervice                   —  34^000 

From  fale  of  French  prizes           -—           —  3iOOO 

From  army  favings  and  Chelfea  penfioners  1^09 1,147 

From  pront  on  tbe  annual  lottery          —  1,212,692 

Raifcd 
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Raifed  by.  way  of  Tontine  —  —  1,002,140 

Ditto  by  granting  ftiort  annuities  —  187,000 

;^.6,i9i,io5 

^*  That  from  the  nature  of  the  article.s  which  have  com- 
pofed  thefe  extraordinary  aids,  no  fimilar  affiftance,  to  any 
confiderable  amount,  can  be  expedled  in  future,  excepting 
from  the  article  of  a  lottery,  fliould  the  legiflature  continue 
to  think  it  right  to  avail  itfelf  of  that  expedient ; 

"  That  the  feleft  Committee,  appointed  in  1786  to  exa- 
mine and  ftate  the  accounts  relating  to  the  public  income  and 
expenditure,  and  t0  report  what  might  be  expefted  to  be 
the  annual  amount  of  the  faid  income  and  expenditure 
in  future,  have  ftated  the  expefled  future  expenditure  upon 
a  permament  peace  edabliiliment,  including  the  annual 
inillion  to  be  paid  to  the  Commiffioners,  at  the  fum  of 
15,478,1811.  

"  That  the  feledl  Committee,  appointed  in  the  prefent 
year  1791  to  examine  into  the  amount  of  the  public  income 
and  expenditure  during  the  laft  five  years,  and  alfo  to  report 
to  the  Houfe  what  may  be  expe6ted  to  he  th^  annual  amount 
in  future,  ftate  the  expefted  expenditure,  upon  a  permanent 
peace  eftablifliment,  including  the  annual  rhillion  to  be  paid 
to  the  Commiffioners,  at  the  fum  of  15,969,178!.  a  fum 
exceeding  the  permanent  peace  eftablifliment,  as  ftated  by 
the  Committee  of  1786,  by  490,9971. 

**  That  in  the  report  of  the  feleft  Committee  in  1786, 
the  accounts  are  ftated  to  have  been  prepared  on  a  calcula- 
tion of  a  permanent  peace  eftabliihment  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1790; 

"  That  the  feleft  Committee  of  1791  ftate  no  time  when 
their  eftimate  of  a  permanent  peace  eftablifliment  may  be 
expe£)ed  to  commence ; 

•'  That  the  expence  of  the  prefent  year,  according  to  the 
fervices  already  voted,  and  exclufive  of  any  extra  expence 
for  the  prefent  armament,  will  amount  to  the  fum  of 
16,833^9201.  or  more;  exceeding  the  permanent  peace  efta- 
bliihment of  the  feleft  Committee  of  1786  by  the  fum  of 
1,355,7391.  and  the  enlarged  eftimate  of  the  Committee  of 
1791  .by  the  fum  of  864,742!. 

**  That  the  feledk  Committee  of  1786  calculate  the  a- 
niount  of  the  permanent  peace  eftablifliment,  under  the 
five  heads  of  navy,  army,  ordnance,  militia,  and  mifcella- 
neous  fervices,  at  3,913,274!.  viz. 

Navy  —  —  .         — I  1,800,000 

Army  —  —        -*        1,600,000 
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Ordnance  —  —  348,000 

Militia  ^-  —  —  91,000 

Mifcellaneous  Services  -^  74*274 

^<  That  the  fele£k  Committee  of  1791  calculate  the  a- 
mount  of  the  permanent  peace  eftabliihment,  under  Hie 
fame  five  heads  of  navy,  army,  ordnance,  militia,  and 
mifcellaneous  fervices,  at  4»347,s69l.  viz* 

Navy  —  —  2,000,000 

Army  '  -^  —  1,748,842 

Ordnance  —  -^  37iOOO 

Militia  —  -^  95>3i< 

Mifcellaneous  Services  —  12^,4x6 

iC:4»347>s69 

exceeding)  in  thefe  five  articles,  the  eftimate  of  1786^  by 
the  fum  of  434^295!. 

'<  That  the  fele£k  Committee  of  1791  do  not  appear  to 
liave  thought  it  within  their  province  to  enquire  into,  or  to 
ftate  any  ground  or  neceflity  for,  fucb  increafe ; 

"  That  Ihe  fums  voted  for  the  fervice  of  th?  ptdent 
year  under  the  above  heads,  but  includii^  no  provifion  for 
the  prefent  armameitt,  are  as  follow :        - 

,  Navy  —  -^  2,131,000 

Army  -^  -^  i>Bj3,ooo 

Ordnance  -^       -      —  443tOOO 

Militia  —  — '  95*3  M 

Mircallaneous  Services,  including  the 
fums  to  the  American  loyalifts,  acd 
other  allowances  —        -—  690,000 

exceeding  the  eftimate  of  1786  by  the  fpm  of  i>';t99,oj7L 
and  the  eftimate  of  179 1  by  864,742!.  bpt  deducing  the 
fum  of  2o6,oooK  of  the  fum  yoted  to  the  loyalifts,  as  being 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  profits  of  the  lottery,  then  exceeding 
the  eftimate  of  1786  by  the  fum  of  0939P37L  and  theefti* 
mate  of  1791  by  the  fum  of  558,7421! 

*^  That  the  feleA  Committee,  eftimating  upon  an  average 
of  the  three  laft  years,  4nd  adverting  to  the  additional  week's 
receipt  in  1790,  have  calculated  the  future  prpbable  annual 
income  at  the  fum  of  16^30,^86!.  exclufive  of  the  profits 
on  a  lottery ; 

«  That 

..Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  ngu  P    E    B    A    T    E    ».  66f 

<<  Th^t  tb^  receipt  of  each  of  tbe  tVQ  laft  years  appears 
to  have  confider^bly  exceeded  th9t  fuin ; 

<<  That  in  the  receipt  of  the  latter  year,  tbe  great  increaf^r 
appears  to  have  arifen  under  the  head  of  etclle ;  ^nd  that, 
In  tbe  articles  of  fpirlts  and  fpirit  licences  alojne,  the  exceed- 
ing in  the  receipt  of  tbe  year  1790,  over  tbe  receipt  of  th« 
year  1786,  amounts  to  thefum  of  5999355I. 
'  "  That  it  appears  to  have  been  highly  proper  in  the  fele£t 
Committee  to  calculate,  \i pen  an  average  of  three  years  at  leaft, 
the  future  expedled  income ;  at  the  lame  time  it  appears  to 
this  Committee,  that,  on  a  review  qf  the  whole  of  the  ac* 
counts,  the  future  income  may  reafonably  be  expected  to  ^- 
mount  to  the/um  eftimated  by  the  felefl  Committee ; 

"  That  upon  this  eftimate,  it  appears  that  our  future  in- 
pome  is  calculated  as  likely  to  estceed  bur  future  expenditure 
1>y  the  aoiount  of  6f,io8l.  per  annum* 

^  Income  —  —  16,030,286 

Expenditure  -—  •---  T^$y9i>9t^l^ 

balance.  £•  6j,fo8 

*f  That  this  balance  is  wholly  inadequate  to  provide  for 
jtbofe  extraordinary  expenccs  which  are  aflually  forefeen 
and  admitted  by  the  fdedl  Committee;  for,  though  the  fe- 
le£t  Committee  flate,  that  they  do  not  conceive  that "  it 
•^  falls  within  their  province  to  confider  what  other  extraor- 
*^  dinary  expcnces,  not  included  in  any  eftimate  before  them, 
^*  may  occur  in  a  courfe  of  years ;"  yet  they  further  ftate, 
that  "  the  only  article  of  this  nature,  which  has  been  brought 
y  diflin^ly  under  their  view,  is  the  amount  of  the  money 
**  remaining  due  upon  the  principle  and  intereft  of  the  Ame- 
f<  rican  and  £aft  Florida  claims,  which  has  been  directed  by 
**  Parliament  to  be  paid  by  inftalraents :"  And  it  further 
appears,  that  this  article,  fo  diftindlly  brought  to  the  view 
of  the  fe}e£l  Committee,  is  Aated  by  them  to  have  amount* 
ed,  on  lOth  of  October  1790,  to  1,546,0621.  exclufive  of 
the  intereft  payable  on  fuch  part  of  it  as  remains  undifcharged, 
and  excluiive  alfo  of  further  animal  payments  ^nd  penfions 
to  American  loyalifts,  amounting  to  54*12  iil.  per  annum. 

<<  That  befides  this  article,  fo  flated  by  the  Committee^ 
it  appears  from  the  ordnance  eftimate,  inferted  in  their  ap* 
pendix,  that  the  eftimate  of  the  future  annual  expence  of 
that  office  is,  <*  exclufive  of  fuch  furas  as  are  contained  in 
^<  the  eftimate  of  the  board  of  land  and  fea  officers,  addi- 
**  tional  works  for  fecurity  of  His  Majefty*a  dock  yards,  and 
•*  of  any  other  fortifications,  or  other  new  works,  to  be 
•^  carried  on  in  the  Weft  Indies^  North  America,  or  elfe- 
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**  That  to  meet  thefe  heavy  articles  of  inevitable  extra 
cxpence,  or  the  expence  attending  the  prefent  armament,  or 
for  any  future  exceeding  under  the  head  of  "  mifcellan ies,* 
beyond  the  fuin  laft  eftimated,  the  feledl  Committee  refer 
lis  to  no  extra  refource  that  can  be  relied  on,  but  that  of  a 
lottery. 

"  That  admitting  the  future  income  to  meet  the  eftimafed 
expenditure,  or  even  fo  to  increafe,  as  with  the  aid  of  a 
lottery  to  fatisfy  the  above  certain  extra  demands,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  five  years  next  enfuing,  yet  will  the  public 
income  remain  wholly  unequal  to  afford  the  fmalleft  aid  to 
any  new  and  unforefeen  demand  that  may  arifc,  either  for 
any  armament  or  any  other  unforefeen  contingency  within 
that  period,  of  to  fparc  the  fmaiieftfurplus  towards  the  re- 
du£lion  of  the  unfunded  debt,  already  increafed  to  a  degree^ 
and  continued  at  .an  amount,  wholly  unprecedented^  in  time 
of  peace,  in  the  annals  of  this  country  ; 

"  That  the  experience  *^of  the  three  laft  years,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  unexpefled  and  heavy  expence  of  two 
arman^ents  has  l^en  incurred  and  fatisfied,  while  a  third  re- 
mains to  be  provided  for,  would  render  it  highly  improvi- 
dent in  this  Committee  not  to  advert  to  the  probability  of 
fimilar  events  recurring  ; 

"  That  the  fum  ftated  by  the  fele<^  Committee  to  hare 
been  adually  applied  to  the  difchargeof  the  public  debt, 
amounts  to  4,750,000!.  from  which  it  is  admitted  that  there 
/hould  be  dedui^ed  the  tontine  million  increafed  on  the  navy 
debt,  and  other  articles  of  debt  contra£ted,  to  the  amount  of 
i,ro2,589K  leaving  a  balance  of  3,147,4111. 

"  That  in  the  account  of  the  debt  contrafled,  no  allow- 
ance is  made  for  fuch  part  of  the  old  navy  debt  as  now 
bears  intereft,  and  which  muft  her  confidered  as  additional 
debt;  nor  are  the  Ihort  annuities  granted  in  1 7 S9  admitted, 
although  the  inftalment  repaid,  inflead  of  being  paid  over  to 
the  CommiflSoners  for  reducing  the  national  debt,  was  ap- 
plied to  the  fervices  of  laft  year; 

**  That  the  annual  intereft  of  the  capital  ftock,  ftated  to 
have  been  purcbafed  by  the  Commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt,  up  to  the  firft  of  February  179  s  amounts  to 
the  fum  of  203,170!.  from  which  is  to  be  deduced  the  in- 
creafed annual  charge  for  the  intereft  of  the  tontine  loan, 
viz.  42,26^1.  leaving  the  fum  in  favour  of  the  Commiffioners 
160,9081.  and  if  from  this  fum  a  further  redu<£tion  is  made 
for  the  increafe  of  intereft  on  the  navy  debt,  ftated,  iince 
the  report  of  the  feledl  Committee,  to  amount  to  49,888]* 
that  fum  will  be  reduced  to  11I5O20I. 

"  That  the  permanent  addition  to  the  peace  eflablUhment, 
ftated  by  the  feled  Committee  of  1791  as  torema^aon  the 
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ive  articles  before  enumerated,  amounts   to   434,29;].  fo  < 

hat,  while  an  annuity  to  the  amount  of  iii,02ol.  has 
leen  redeemed  by  the  Commiffioners  on  behalf  of  the  pub- 
ic, in  the  form  of  re-purchafing  debt,  an  annuity  of  four 
imes  that  amount  is  propofed^to  be  entailed  on  the  nation, 
n  the  form  of  increafed  eftahlilhment." 

Mr.  Sheridan  now  obferved,  that  compelling  the  Chan-  Mr. 
;elIor  of  the  Exchequer  to  refort  to  the  previous  queftion,  SherUasr 
vas  precifely  what  he  had  in  view,  as  it  fliewed  that  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman  felt  the  refolutions  to  be  fa£ts, 
nd  durft  not  allow  them  to  Hand  on  the  journals  as  nega« 
ived.  Mr,  Sheridan  faid,  the  laft  of  his  refolutions,  with 
I  little  alteration  in  the  preamble,  was.  as  applicable  to  the 
•efolutions  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  as  to  thofe  with  which  it 
vas  originally  connected,  and  he  ihould  take  the  fenfe  of 
he  Houfe  upon  it.     He  then  moved, 

"  That, upon  due  coniideration  of  the  report  made  this 

*  day  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom 

*  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  Sele£l  Committee 

*  of  1 79 1. was  referred,  and  alfo  upon  confuleration  of  the 

*  two  reports  of  1791  and  1786,  and  of  the  feveral  accounts, 

*  before  the  Houfe  relative  to  the  public  income  and  expen- 
^  diture,  it  appears  proper  and  neceflary  to  declare,  that  the 
<  great  increafes  propofed  to  the  permanent  peace  eftablifh- 

*  ment,  in  the  report  of  1791,  ought  not  to  be  confidered 
^  as  receiving  countenance  or  approbation  from  the  Houfe 

*  of  Commons,  until  the  caufes  of  the  fame  (hall  be  explain- 
«  ed,  and  the  neceflity  of  them  made  manifeft.'* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  fatd  he  ihould  certainly  oppofe  it,  and 
he  Houfe  divided; 

Ayes,  19;  Noes,  34.     Majority,  15. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  which  had  fat 
everal  days  in  an  inquiry  refpe3ing  the  application  of  mo« 
ley  granted  for  Carlton  Houfe,  was  brought  up  by  Lord 
>heffield,  the  Chairman  : 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  refpefting  the  ap- 
>lication  of  the  money  voted  for  the  additions  to,  and  .the 
urnifhingof,  Carlton  Houfe,  have,  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
ler  of  the  Houfe,  proceeded  therein. 

"  Your  Committee  find  that  the  fums  voted  by  Parliament 
or  the  additions  to,  and  furnifliing  of,  Carlton  Houfe, 
iinounting  to  55,2001.  were  iffued  frpm  the  Treafury  to 
^r.  Lyte,  Treafurer  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
(Vales,  at  various  times;  and  that,  by  the  exprefs  command 
>f  his  Royal  Higbnefs,  the  faid  fums  were  fet  apart  and  kept 
eparate  in  an  account  at  Meflrs.  Ranfom,  Mgreland,  and 
■lammcrfley's,  and  made  fubjeijt  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Henry 
I  Ho.lUnd, 
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Holland,,  the  archite6^)  to  be  applied  to  tte  porpofes  for 
which  they  were  iflued* 

*<  And  your  Committed  farther  find,  that  the  whole  o( 
the  faid  money  his  been  paid  to  Mr.  Holland,  exoeptii^  thk 
fum  of  4,4501.  paid  by  Mr.  Haminerflfey  to  the  upholftererj  on 
account,  for  furniture. 

•*  It  appears  to  your  Cohirtittfte,  that  the  Inonej  (b  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Holland  has  been  paid  todiderent  pcrfons  em- 
ployed in  the  works  of  Carhon  Houfe,  whole  nanies»  and 
the  fums  paid  to  each,  have  been  laid  before  ^oilr  Commit- 
tee. 

"  It  appears,  that  fuch  payments  have  befen  ihade  on  211 
open  account,  leaving  a  coHfidierabl^  balance  due  for  wodt 
already  done:  and  it  alfo  appears  to  your  Committee^  that 
the  additions  to,  and  furnifhing  of,  Carlton  Hoofey  are  in- 
complete. 

♦*  It  alfo  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  eftiroate  of 
II  the  14th  of  May,  1787,  is  ftated  by  Mr.  Holland  as  baviog 

been  made  in  great  haile:  that  the  fame  appears  to  have  \ieea 
refierred,  in  July  following,  by  the  command  of  the  Prinoe 
of  Wales,  to  the  OflBcers  of  His  Majefty*s  works  ;  who  de- 
clined giving  any  opinion- on  the  particulars  thereof,  ^rtber 
than  that  tlie prices  propofed  to  be  allowed  to  the  tradefmen, 
as  far  as  they  Went,  agreed  with  thoft  ufually  allowed  In 
His  Majefty's  works. — That  no  other  eftimate  was  formed 
till  his  Royal  Highnefs  ordered  the  eftimate  of  November 
1789  to  be  prepared;  which  eftimate  was  afterwards  re- 
duced nearly  one  half,  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  htmfelf. 

**  That  in  the  title  ef  this  laft  ellimate  there  appears  a  ma- 
terial error,  in  referring  to  the  date  of  the  application  to 
Parliament  in  1787,  and  ftiting  articles  of  furniture  as  be- 
ing for  other  ftate  rooms  not  then  projected ;  the  meaning  of 
which  is  now  explained  by  Mr.  Holland  to  be  this,  that  it 
is  an  eftimate  of  furniture  intended  to  replace  articles  de- 
f]gned  to  be  ufed  before  any  ftate  rooms  were  proje£led,  and 
certain  articles  of  which  were  intended  to  be  employed  in  the 
ftate  rogms,  until  an  alteration  was  made  in  the  plan  of  fur- 
niture, as  ftated  and  explained  in  the  letter  of  Colonel  Hulfe 
and  Mr  Holland,  of  November  17th  1789,  which  is  before 
the  Houfe;  but  that  the  ftate  rooms  are  thefanieas  defcribed 
in  the  building  eftimate  of  May  14th  1787,  and  that  no  new 
buildings  or  rooms  have  been  added,  although  fome  altera- 
tions have  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  apart- 
ments." 
Lord  Lord  She^/d  ohferveAy  that  an  eftential  part  of  his  bbjefi 

Sheffield,  in  propofing  a  Comrhittee  had  been  anfwered;  that  it  had 
been  clea'riy  proved  that  the  money  granted  had  been  £urlv 
expended,  and  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  vol^. 
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sod  tbat  hj  tfceexpreft  eommaiid  of  the  Princt  of  Wales^  it 

liad  been  entered  in  a  feparate  account  at  bis  bankers,  10  be 

anfwerahle  only  to  demands  for  building;  and  fumifliing 

Carlton  Houfe.     The  fum  TOted,  his  Lordihip  faid,  proved 

by  no  means 'anfwcraUe  to  the  expence  at  Carlton  Houfe; 

many  had  looked  on  thefe  works  as  public  works,  and  had 

-  CDOudered  the  public  as  anfwerahle.  .  It  was  not  fuppofed 

that  Parliament  had  limited  the  expence  of  the  Palace  for  a 

Prince  of  Wales  to  the  fum  firft  voted.     Several  families 

were  greatly  diftreited,  and  likely  to  be  ruined  by .  the  non* 

fayment  of  bills  for  work  done  at  Carlton  Houfe.  The 
Vince,  as  was  well  known,  for  he  had  no  communication 
mrith  his  Royal*  Highnefs,  felt  ftrongly  for  their  diftrefles. 
It  was  unfit  fuch  a  bufinefs  fliould  remain  on  fuch  a  footing* 
It  was  at  the  fame  time,  difficult  to  make  any  propofition 
ttiat  would  be  fatisfadlory.  He  wifhed  not  to  propofe  new 
burthens,  although,  perhaps,  it  would  be  only  prudence 
theuy  to  fettle  the  bufinefs.  His  Lordihip  concluded  with 
faying  he  certainly  fhould  not  propofe  any  thing  that  could 
be  thought  difrefpeAful  to  His  Majefty,  or  that  was  not 
likely  to  meet  the  general  wifhes  of  the  country;  but  if  he 
found  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  move, 
^  That  the  report,  with  an  humble  addrefs,  be  fubmitted  to 
•«  His  Majefty.*' 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  noble  Lord  had  done  wifohr  ^r.  Pitu 
and  judicioufly  in  not  making  a  motion  on  the  fuhjedl  in  lo 
thin  a  Houfe,  and  fo  advanced  a  period  of  the  feffion.     He 
was  fure  that  no  motion  would  have  received  the  general  con- 
currence of  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Sheffield  thought  the  befl  way  would  be  to  fubmit  the 
whole  to  His  Majefly's  confederation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  recommended  it  to  his  Lordihip  to  moVe^  Mr. 
^«  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,"  The  Sheri4am 
obje£l  was,  that  the  whole  tranfaftion  might  be  fairly 
known,  and  the  mifreprefentations  done  away  which  baa 
been  circulated  refpeding  it.  This  he  wifhed  moreparticu- 
larlv ;  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  miilake  of  keeping 
back  a  paper  (No.  5)*,  which  he  had  long  contended  was 
delivered  in  at  the  Treafury,  and  which  was  at  length  pro* 
duced.    The  omiffion  bad  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  many 

*  The  following  it  «  Copy  of  the  Paper  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Sheridan ; 

HlKAY  Holland  in  Account  for  the  Works  at  Carlton  Houfe. 

Aaotmtof  cafli  received  from  Auguft  1787,  to  November  14, 

X789  -  -  -  -  £fio»750    o    • 

Amount  of  ^Ih  paid  from  Augufttg,  17871  to  Kov.  14,  ^789    50,374    8    9 

N  In  band  ^  37^  x  i     $ 
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gentlemen;  and  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  tbe  paper 
was  the  moft  important  of  all,  ihewing  bow  the  money  had 
.  bepn  applied;  and  the  papers  firft  prefentdd,  among  which 
another  was  fubftituted  for  this,  containing  a  note  figned 
George  Rofe,  ftating,  <<  That  the  Commtffioners  of  the 
^<  -1  reafury  had  no  o£5cial  knowledge  of  the  applicatwo  cl 
*^  the  money,  after  it  was  iiTued/'  Mr.  Sheridan  Cud,  he 
did  not  mean  to  take  any  farther  notice  of  this ;  bat  he  hoped, 
that  thofe  in  whofe  care  the  paper  was,  would  be  feTerely 
reprimanded  by  their  fuperidrs  for  the  negled. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  an  a6t,  made  in  die  22d 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  S^ 
cond,  intirled,  ^<  An  z&  f^r  enlarging  and  maintaining  the 
*^  harbour  of  Ramfgate,  and  for  cleaning,  amending,  and 
'^  preferving  the  haven  of  Sandwich,"  has  been  carried  into 
execution,  &c.  &c.  was  laid  on  the  table. 

<'  The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  maiuxF 
in  which  an  a6l  made  in  the  226  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intitled,  "An  aAforen- 
"  larging  and  maintaining  the  harbour  of  Ramfgate^  and  for 
*^  cleanfmg,  amending,    and  preferving  the  haven  of  Sand- 
"  wich,"  has  been  carried  into  execution;  what  rates  and 
duties  have  been  impofed,    and  what  fums  of  money  have 
been  coUeded  by  virtue  thereof,  and  to  what  purpofes  fuch 
money  has  been  applied ;  and  to  report  the  fame,  with  their 
obfervations  thereupon,    to  the  Houfe:  and  to  whom  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  and  fhip  owners  of  the  port  of  Lon* 
don;  and  alfo,  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  Ihip  own- 
ers  of  the  port  of  Scarborough ;  and  alfo,  the  petition  of  the 
merchants  and  fhip  owners  of  the  port  of  Hull ;  and  alib^ 
the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  (hip  owners  of  Sunderland, 
in  the  county  of  Durham ;    and  alfo,    the  petition  of  the 
merchants  and  fhip  owners  of  the  city  and  port  of  Brfflol; 
and  alfo,  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  fliip  owners  of 
the  town  and  port  of  Newcaftle ;  and  alfo,  the  petition  of  the 
merchants  and  (hip  owners  of  Whitby,  were  feverally  re- 
ferred: and  who  were  rhftru6!ed  to  take  into'confideratioo 
an  a£l  pnflfed  in  the  5tb  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma* 
jefty,  intitled,  <<  An  ad  to  enlarge  certain  powers  granted 
**  by   an  aft  pafled  in  the   22d  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
^<  George  the  Second,  intitied.  An   siSt  for  enlarging  and 
**  mahiTaining  the  harbour   of  Ramf'gate,  and  for  deanfiog 
^*  amending,  arid  preferving   the  haven  of  Ssfandwich,*  ha?e 
examined  the  matters  to  them  rt^ferred^and  have  agreed  to 
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report  the  fame^  together  with  their  obienrations  thereupon^ 
to  the  Houfe ;  which  report  ia  as  followeth,  viz* 

<^  It  appeared  toyourCommitteey  that  th^  Truflees  a£ting 
in  the  execution  of  the  ad  of  the  22d  of  his  late  Majefty 
King  George  the  Second,  have  eredied  the  piers,  docks,  and 
other  works  defcribed  in  the^annexed  plan,  and  did  in  the 
year  1749  impofe  the  following  rates  or  duties,  viz.  3d.  per 
ton  on  veilels  from  20  to  300  tons ;  id.  per  ton  on  veflels  of 
upwards  of  300  tons;  and  i|d.  for  every  chaldron  of  coals 
and  ton  of  fione;  which  rates  or  duties  continued  till  the 
year  1768:  and  in  the  year  17 68 'the  Truftees  impofed,  in 
.  lieu  of  they  former,  the  following  rates  or  duties,  viz.  ^^d* 
per  ton  on  veflels  from  20  to  300  tons ;  i  |d.  per  ton  on  vef- 
lels above  300  tons,  and  lid.  for  every  ton  of  flone  and 
chaldron  of  coals ;  which  laft-  mentioned  rates  or  duties  con- 
tinued for  one  year :  and  in  the  year  1769  the  Truftees  im- 
pofed, in  lieu  of  the  former,  the  following  rates  or  duties, 
viz.  6d.  per  ton  on  veflels  from  20  to  300  tons ;  2d.  per  ton 
on  Vf  flels  above  300  u>ns ;  and  3d.  for  every  chaldron  of 
coals  and  ton  of  flone;  which  laft- mentioned  rates  or  duties 
continued  without  variation  from  that  time  hitherto ;  and 
by  means  of  the  faid  rates  or  duties,  there  hath  been  col- 
leded,  to  Midfummcr  1790  -        £.  37i>882    8    3 J 

3Dedu£l  for  allowance  to 

colleflors,  the  fum  of  3^.23,022  10  oj 
Ditto  for  lofles    By    bad 

debts  -  -        433    7     9* 

23,455  *7  M 

348,426  10    5 

The  Truftees  have  raifed  and  received  by 

fale  of  annuities  -  -        87>52i     5    4 

The  Truftees  have  received  by  rents  of 
eftates  veftedin  them,  and  for  dividends  . 
of  funds  purchaftd  out  of  the  produce 
of  the  colle£lion  up  to  1 790,  now  ftand-  # 

ing  in  the  qames  of  the  Truftees  after- 
named,  the  fum  of  *  -      12,992     8    5       ^ 


448,940    4    2 


The  Truftees,  out  of  the  monies  col- 
lected and  raifed  as  aforefaid,  have 
expended  the  following  fums  of  mo- 
ney to  Midfnmmer  1790,  viz. 
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In  wvrks  at  thi  faubour) 

the  fum  of  *  *  I1917OQ  Q  € 
In  payments  to  Sandwich 

Haven,  annuities,  fa-  r 

laries,    and  gratuities 

to  officers,  aUd  contin- 
gent expeincet,  the  fum 

of        -  -        -     iS3>0O7  18     3 

In  the  purchafeof  public 

funds,  the  fum  of     -      3h31^  ^^    ^ 

Making;  together  the  fum  of        -     410^086    8    9 


Which  Icaws  a  balance  of        -         3*353  15    S 


Of  which  balance  there  it  in  the  hands  of 

the  Treafurers  the  fum  of  -  33)^34  ^4  <^ 

There  is  now  ftanding  in  the  names  of  Alexander  Aubcfty 
Efq.  and  Arnold  Mello,  Efq.  joint'  Treafurers  of  the  faid 
trufl,  the  following  public  funds,  purchafed  with  the  mdHies 
raifed  and  collefted  as  aforefaid,  viz. 

Bank  3  per  cent,  confolidat^  annuities     *      iC«4P>^^^^ 
Bank  4  per  cent,  ^annuities        -  -  10,000 

^'  The  Truilees  are  pofieiled  of  a  leafe  of  a  dwelling  boii6 
and  ether  buildings,  in  Auftin  Friars,  London,  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  relating  to  the  haihoBr, 
which  leafe  was  granted  by  Richard  Henry  Clso-ke  aod 
others,  to  the  faid  Arnold  Mello,  and  others  ot  the  t raft,  (ox 
the  term  of  60  years,  from  Lady  Day  1788,  at  the  clear 
yearly  re^it  of  60I.  upon  which  pfemifles  the  Troftees  hate 
Expended,  in  repairs  thereof,  in  the  years  1788  and  1789  the 
fum  of  3,500!,  and  upwards, 

<*  The  Truftees  have  purchafed  freehold  property  at 
Ramfgate,  part  .whereof  is  let  offf  and  the  annual  leuts 
amount  to  37I.  5s.  clear. 

*'  it  alfo  appeared  to  your  Coipmittee,  that  the  accounts 
of  the  Treafurers  of  the  faid  truft  have  been  audited  and 
pafled  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Ltm^ 
don,  in  purfuance  of  thefaj^i  a^s,  from  the  commencement 
thereof  to  the  24th  day  of  June  1787  ;  but  from  that  time 
the  accounts  of  the  Treafurers  have  not  been  pafTed  by  the 
faid  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  although  prefented  to  them  for 
that  purpofe,  they  the  faid  Mayor  and  Aldermen  confideriog 
that  large  fums  of  money  had  been  expended  contrary  to  the 
fpirit  and  intent  of  the  faid  afts  of  Parliament,  as  appears  by 
the  renort  of  the  Committee  of  the  faid  Mayor  and  Alder- 
mer,  dated  1 2th  April  laft,  appointed  to  audit  and  examioe 
the  laid  accounts* 
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<<  I(  alfo  «ppeved  to  your  Committee^  that  the  uniBitiel 
payable  to  the  now  lurviving  annuitants  amount  in  the  whole 
^to  the  fum  of  1,0931.  2S.  6d.  annually,  as  appears  in  the 
Appendix,  No  1 ;  and  that  the  fums  anntially  paid  in  falar- 
ries  and  gratuities  to  Officers,  do  amount  in  the  whole  to 
the  fum  of  i>isj^»  which  iaiaries  and  grattrities,  together 
^ith  the  employments  of  Officers,  appear  in  the  Appendix^ 
Mo  a. 

**  It  farther  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  the  re* 
venue  has  exceeded  the  expenditure  very  considerably,  and 
chat  it  is  an  unnec^ry  burthen  on  the  puUictofi^ia 
£reat  a  fum,  however  ufeful  the  faid  harbour  has  proved ; 
and  there  being  the  faid  balance  of  33,0341.  14s.  lod.  in  the 
Treafurers  hands  in  June  1790,  and  the  income  arifing  from 
the  money  invefted  in  the  public  funds  being  more  than  fuf^ 
ficient  to  keep  down  the  growing  piiyments  of  the  annuitiet 
(the  whole  whertof,  from  the  advanced  age  of  the  annui- 
tants, may  be  expeded  to  end  in  a  few  years)  your  Commit*' 
tee  obferve^  that  the  prefent  ai5is  are  defedVive  in  powers  ag 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  funded  property,  the  internal 
Government  and  regulation  of  the  harbour,  and  in  other  par* 
ticulars.     Whereupon, 

u  Your  Committee  have  dire<9ed  the  Chairman  to  move 
the  Houfc  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and 
extend  the  powers  of  two  ads,  the  one  made  in  the  22d  year 
4>f  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  \n^ 
titled,  ^  an  ?&  for  enlarging  and  maintaining  the  harbour 
^*  ofRamfgate,  andfordeanfing;  amending,  and  preferving 
-^^  the  haven  of  Sandwich;**  the  other  made  in  the  5th  year  » 

of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intitled,  ^  An  ad  to  en^ 
*^  large  certain  powers  granted  by  an  ad  pafled  in  the  22d 
^'  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intitled^  >#> 
^  an  aft  for  enlarging  and  maintaiamg  the  harbour  of  Ramf'* 
^<  gate,  and  for  cleanfing,  amending,  and  preferving  the  ba^* 
^*  veo  of  Sandwich,^ 


Digitizer' 


APPEN- 


.iys 


PARLIAMENTARY 


I 

S 


!Z 

z 

s 

H4 

!3 

P 

;z: 

< 

» 

IS 

pk 

(^ 

p. 

iJ 

f 


9 
0 


■g. 

m 

B 
m 
lO 


A.  1^1. 


6  O       O  O 

o  o      o  o 


•^  I/)      so  vD         O^ 


o  o  o 
o  o  o 

O  oo   t^ 

*0  "^  CO 


O  O       0      00    0 
.O  O       0      0  0     0 


o  o 

oooo 


>i  6  6 — srs — 5^ 

.  O  O        O  O        0 


ooo      cio     oooo 
o  o  o      ^o     oooo 


.88 


88 


^.8  8 


8     »o  u  _ 

CO      >0  so    »^ 


coui       O       OOO 
O   O        c*      w)t    a 


i#>»A 


to 

< 


CO  v> 


CO      '^  *^  ^ 


CO      Tft 


4> 

g 

6 

(« 

U 

i 

p 


if 

•^  -a 
«^ 

'  w  en 


ji 


o 

ta  ■ 
^  S 

3    O 

O 


JO 


k4 

o 


^8 

c         ** 

St*  CT'  ^- 


S 


OJ 


^  8 


C9 

JC 


M         x^\0   vo 
00        oooo   On 


o    ' 


s 
o 

o  ^ 

1-3 -^ 

^  o 

&>^ 
s  ^ 

.5  "3) 
S.S 

c  c 

•-«  ct 
O  O 


•0  I 
II 
u 
u 


2    fa 
o     8 


1^ 


E 
o 

h 

CO 

c 

c 
o 

I 


ll 

be 
ti 

V 


o 
ii  0    ► 

St:  S 

£2  2 


Q 


3;i 
^2 


o 
f4 


J        u 
u>  cod  JS 

\0  CI 


•  J? 

Q 


.•5 


cn 

O 


»4  vO 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  1791. 


DEBATES; 


675' 


o  o  0000 
o  o  0000 
o      ^     v>o  o  o 


0000000  OvO  O  O 

o  ^o  v>o  v>o  o  «^o  o 

^  »  M  M 


0000 

0000 

O        «^       v>  O  O  O        ^  oV*>o  *^>0  M-^^O^ovo       OOOOci 


CI 


en 

ON 

o 


CO 


o   0000   00000000000   0000 
o   0000  00000000000   oooa 


NO        8        0000        Qi^»^OOo8o"^0  0        *ov>00 


vP 


»o 


»0»0^co^c«'^c05|-'«4-co       ^CO  COO 


iS 

I 

#14 


B 

I 


go  .jp 

J  J? 

s  s 

%  SI 


I  •  1         I 


c 

9j 


ITS 
e:  ns.g 

.£j=J3 
O    >^  <«    cS 

00    OaJ^    to 


I 


& 

9 
C/j 


o 


«S     3 


I    •'  ! 


•g 


c 

6 


0    j<  ^ 


o 
o 

n4 


ex 

C9 


^-U    5 


S  srO  ^^ 


I-     o 

c  c 


CO 


../3 


>^C 


o   ^ 


vo  O^  »-   CO  ^^  r^  O^  »/>nO    O^  O 
sO  NO  r^  r^  t-^  t-v  t-^00  00  JO   CK 


»o>o  o  «o 
o^  o^o  o 

V,  »-i  d  cf 


& 

C/3 
pC        pC        jc 

^       tt       ** 

0  •   O^      00 

01  »^  *^ 


•^      4)      IM      C      "^ 

D     Q 


>o    • 


6 


B 


-  i 


S 


^       digitized  by  ^^O^e 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.it|i. 


APPENDIX,    No.  *. 


OFFICERS  ext^lojtA  under  the  Truftets  of  R^oi^ate  Hiriiom. 

£.  uL 
TViliiam  Evani,  Secretary  —  —  350  o  fl 
Thomas  Evans,  Clerk  —  —  150  0  0 
Allowance  to  Houfekeepcr,  for  which  (he  is  to  find  Ser- 
vants, and  all  other  neceflary  Articles  —  —  50  0  0 
John  Smeaton^  Engineer  -^  —  250  0  0 
Samuel  Patman,  Storekeeper  —  -»  100  0  0 
Henry  Cull,  Mafon  —  —  lOo  0  0 
George  Striven^  Harhour  Matter  —  --  25  0  0 
Stephen  Heritage,  Agent  at  Ramfgate  —  —  ao  0  0 
Chriftian  Nation,  Mcffcnger  —  —  49  0  0 
Allowance  to  Edmund  Hurft,  late  Mafon  —  —  49  0  0 
Da  Waiiam  Curling,  hte  Harbour  Mafter           —  30  0  s 

ToUl  per  Annum  —       —    iiiS5  ^  • 


The  following  Paperi  were  alio  hud  upon  the  tabkw  for  the  poitf 
•ftbe^Meuftbers: 
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Friday  J    \Oth  June. 

A  roeflage  from  His  Majefty,  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis 
Molyneuxy  geutleman  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod: 

**  Mn  Speaker, 

'*  The  King  commands  this  honourable  Houfe  to  attend 

•  I*  His  Majeftvy  immediately,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.**  '    . 

Accordingly  Mr«  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to 
•',  attend  His  Majefty ;  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  givQ 
;  the  Royal  aflent  to  feveral  public  and  private  bills. 
I  After  which^  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  raoft 
:  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
inenty  as  followeth ;  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

IN  clqfing  the  prffent  fejjion  of  Parliament y  I  cannot  omit  enr 
frejffing  my  Jatisfa^ion  in  that  %eal  for  the  public  interefls  with 
which  you  have  applied  yourfelves  to  the  conjideraiitn  of  ike  dif" 
ferent  objeRs  which  I  recommended  to  your  attention. 

The  meafures  which  have  been  adopted  for  defraying  the  extre^ 

ordinary  expencesofthilqftyearj  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  make 

gny  permanent  addition  to  the  public  burthens,  and  the  provijions 

\    which  have  been  made  for  the  good  government  and  profperjty  of 

•  9iy  fubje^s  in  Canada,    call  for  my  particular  acknowledge^ 
Intents* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  rcadinefs  with  which  you  hav^ 

granted  the  fuppUes  necejfary  for  the  public  JervicCj  and  for  the 

froof  of  yaur  affectionate  attachment^  in  enabling  me  to  provide 

/  for  apart  of  the  charges  of  the  younger  branches  efmyfamilyy  out 

of  the  confolidatedfund. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

/  am  not  yet  enabled  to  inform  you  of  the  refult  pf  the  ftepi 
'which  J  have  taken  with  a  view  to  the  re-eflablijhment  of  peace 
between  RuJJta  and  the  Porte.  It  is  my  earnefi  wifh  that  this  im^ 
portant  objeff  may  be  effe^uated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  contri* 
tute  to  the  prefervation  and  maintenance  of  the  general  tranquil^ 
lity  of  Europe,  I  feel,  with  the  greatefi  fatisfaaion^  the  confi- 
dence which  you  have  repofed  in  me,  and  my  confiant  endeavours 
njoill  be  dirededto  thepurfuit  of  fuch  meafures  as  mo^  afpear  to  ma, 
hefi  calculated  to  promote  the  inter efis  and  bappinefs  of  my  peopUf 
which  are  infeparable  from  my  ovm. 
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And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chancellor,    by  His  Majefty's 

Command,  faid, 

**  My  Lords,  and  gentlemen, 

*<  It  is  His  Majefty's  Royal  will  and  pleaforc,  that  this 
Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tucfday  the  i6th  day  of  An- 
guft  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  i6th  day  of  AiAgnft 


EKD   OF   THE   TWENTY-NINTH    TOI^VMC 
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KEW  PUBLICATIONS,   printed  for  J.  DEBRETT,  oppofite 
Burlington  House,  Piccadilly. 

AN  AUTHENTIC  COPY  of  the  NEW  CONSTITUTION  of  f  RANCE. 
at  Revifcd  and  Amended  by  the  National  AflTembly,  and  prefented  to  the 
King,  Sept.  3,  and  finally  accepted  Sept.  14,  1791*  In  FRENCH  and  BNG* 
LISH.  The  Second  Edition.  To'which  it  added,  the  KING'S  LETTER, 
and  the  fubftquent  Proceedings  in  the  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  on  his  Ac- 
ceptance of  the  New  Confticution. 

An  AUTHENTIC  COPY  of  the  NEW  CONSTITUTION  of  POLAND, 
fftablifbed  by  the  Resolution,  May  3,  1791*     The  Second  Edition.  Price  ts.  6d, 

Plan  of  the  NEW  CONSTITUTION  for  the  United  State,  of  America, 
•faeed  upon  in  a  Conveatioa  of  the  States,  with  a  Preface  by  the  Editor, 
prict  It. 

*ii*  The  three  preceding  Articles  being  all  uniformly  printed  io  8 to*  may  be 
bad  complste  in  One  Volume,  price  78.  in  Boards. 

The  REPORT  from  the  SELECT  COMMITTEE,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  examine  and  flate  the  feverai  Accounts,  and  other  Papers  prefenred  to  the 
Houfeof  Commons,  relating  to  the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure  :  And  alfo, 
to  report  to  the  Hcnife  what  may  be  expeded  to  be  the  annual  Amount  of  the  faid 
income  and  Expenditare  in  future.     March  ti,   1786.     Price  )s. 

REPORT  from  the  SSLKCT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  examine  and  0ate 
theieveral  Accounts,  and  other  Papers,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
this  Seilion  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure ;  and 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  what  has  been  the  whole  Amount  of  the  Public  Income  and 
Expenditure  during  the  laft  Five  Years,  and  what  may  be  e^pe^ed  to  be  tha 
imoual  Amount  thereof  in  future.  And  alfo,  what  Alteration  has  taken  place  in 
^c  Amount  of  the  Public  Debt  fmce  the  5th  Day  of  January,  17S6. 

Prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  May  10,   1791.     Price  5s. 

{-f  (  The  above  imporunt  Reports  contain  an  authentic  Statement  of  every 
Part  of  the  Britiih  Rewenue;  with  Documents  and  Youebers  for  every  Depart* 
ment  and  Office  ;  and  includes  the  Appendix,  being  uniformly  printed  in  8vo, 
may  be  had  complete,  price  8b.  6d.  in  boards. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  LAND  REVENUE  of  the  CROWN  :  coa. 
mining  the  origin  and  fources  of  the  Land  Revenue  of  England  —  Of  various 
acceffions  to,  and  alienations  of,  the  Crown  Lands -^Prefent  ftate  of  the  revenue-^ 
Alanagement  of  the  land  revenue*- Various  meafures  and  proje£^s  concerning 
the  land  revenue..  With  an  Appendix,  containing  fever;i|  interefting  papers  oa 
tbe  fubje6^  of  tht  land  revenue,  elegantly  printed  in  quarto.  Price  los.  6d.  ia 
boards.     By  the  Hon.  JOHN  St.  JOHN. 

The  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  enquire  into  th« 
8taie  and  Condition  of  the  Woods,  Forefts,  and  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  fell  or  alienate  fee  farm,  and  other  improve?ble  rents  :  containing  a  fche- 
dttle  of  all  the  manors,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  held  by  leafe  from 
the  Crown  I  with  an«account  of  the  laft  leafe  of  each  particular  eftat^ ;  fliewing 
the  names  of  the  lefTees,  the  dates  of  the  Icafes,  the  terms  thereby  grz^nted,  and 
expiration  thereof;  the  yearly  value  of  each  eftate,  by  the  JatcO  furvty  or 
eftimate  ;  the  6ne6  paid  for  fuch  leafes ;  and  the  old  rents,  iocreaftd  rentsi,  and 
new  rents^  refcrved  tp  the  Crown  thereupon. 

The  above  being  uniformly  printed  in  quarto,  may  be  had,  complete,  in 
pne  volume.     Price  il.  7s.  elegantly  bound. 

REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State 
and  Condition  of  the  Woods,  Forefts,  and  Land  Revenues,  of  the  CROWN, 
#nd  to  fell  or  alienate  Fee  Farm  and  other  unimproveable  Rents,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal.  Bated  ^^^^j^i^^^ol^Aprtl^ 
1790.     Price  IS.  ^ 


NEW  PUbEiCATIONS,   printea  for  J.  DEBRETT,   oppafift 

Burlington  HousSj  Piccadilly. 

TOURN7\L'of  a  VOYAGE  to  PORT  JACKSON,  in  NEW 

J  SOUTH  WHALES  ;  with  a  full  and  accurate  Account  of  His  Mayeftj's  Sct^ 
tiemcnt  there,  a  Defcription  of  the  Natives,- and  of  the  Natural  Produ^Hont  of 
Vew  Holland  ;  a  corre£k  Diary  of  the  Weather,  Latitudei,  Longitudes,  &c.&e. 
comprehending  every  Tranfa^ion,  from  the  arrival  of  the  Fleet  at  Port  Jackiba, 
to  the  departure  of  the  laft  Difpatcbes. 

By  JOHN  WHITE,  Efq. 

Su&GEOX  General   to  the  Settlement^   and  Corref ponding  Member  ml  the 

Medical  Society  in  London. 

Illuftrated  with  Sixty-five  elegant  Engravings,  from  Drawings  copied  from  Ma- 
ture, byMifsSroNEy  Mr.  Noddek,  Mr.  Catton,  &c.  and cxbt biting  near 
One  Hundred   Figures   of  Non-defcript  Birds,  Liaards,  curious  Coses  of 
Trees,  Animals,  &c.  of  NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  accompanied  with  fciea. 
tiiic  Defcriptions,    and   an  elegant   engraved  Title   Page  and  Vignectej  by 
Milton. 
In  One  Volume  Royal  Quarto,  price  il.  r  €s.  in  boarda,  or  with  fixty- five  pbfia» 
beautifully  coloured  after  the  original s^  pilce  3!.  6s.  in  beards. 
JOURNAL  of  a  VOYAGE   from  PORT    JACKSON,  NEW    SOUTH 
WALES,   to   CANTON,    in    1778,    through  an  unexplored   Paflage.     By 
THOMAS  GILBERT,  Efq.  Commander  of  the  Charlotte.     Itlnftiated  with 
Views  of  the  following  lilands  difcovere'd  on  the  Paflage,Tia,  Chatham's,  Ibbit- 
Ton's,  Matthew's,  Calvert's,  Knox's, '  Daniel's,  Marlar's,  and  Gilbert's.    £ie» 
gantly  printed  in  4to«     Price  Ss«  fewed. 

The  NEW  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  for  WIT;   being  a  CoUeaionof 
Fugitive  Pieces  in  Profeand  Vtrfe,  not  in  any  other  colle^ion.  •  This  edition  it 
toncfiderahly  impioved  and  enlarged  j  in  which  are  inferred  feveral  curious  Pieces, 
by  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  Lady  Cmven,  Marquis,  of  Townfliend,  Earls  of  Carlttic, 
Charlemont,  Nugent,  Buchan,  Chcfterfietd,  Chatham,  De  la  Waurre ;  Loids  Pal- 
merftoa,  Mulgrave,  Holland,  Littleton,  Harvey;  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Col. 
Fitzpatrick,  C.York,  U.  Walpole;  Countefs  Temple,  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu, 
Mrs.  Grtville,  Mifs  Carter,  Mrs.  Lenox ;   Hon«  T.  Luttrel,  Sir  W.  Diaper, 
J.  Moore,  SirW.  Jones,  Sir  W.Young,  SirC.  Hanbury  Williams  ^  f.  Wilkes, 
D.  Garrick,  R.  B.  Sheridan,   R.  Tickell,    G.  Ellis,  J.  Courtenay,  J.  S.Ha]l, 
Caleb  Whitefoord,    G.  Colman,  R^  Cumberland,  C.  Aniley,  W.  Hayl^  S. 
Jenyns,  B.Thornton,  Efquires ;    Do6lors  B.   Franklin,  Armftrong,  Beanie  j 
Coptain  £.  Thoropfon,  &c.  ^Together  with  (everal  pieces  now  firft  priatei 
from  the  Authors'  Manufcript.  The  whole  carefully  rcvifcd,  arranged  and  car* 
reded  in  fix  voluBied*     Price  i8s.  fewed. 

Of  whom  may  be  had, 
(Being  a  continuation  of  the  above  Work.) 
An  ASYLUM  for  FUGITIVE  PIECES,  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  not!AiBy 
ether  Colle^ion  ;  with  fcvcral  Pieces  never  before  puMiihed ;  including  the  Cri- 
tiques of  the  RoDiad  rcvifcd  ;  the  Probationary  Odes  for  the  Laurcatfhip;  Lori 
G  yr\*^  Diary  ;  Lord  M'  e  on  Eloquence,  and  feveral  Jcu  dcs  Efprirs 
written  by  Per(V>o.s  of  fafliion.  A  great  vaiiety  of  curious  and  entertaining 
pieces,  many  of  wich  are  now  firft  prinrcd  from  Manufcripts  of  ihe  feveral  Au- 
thors ;  pariiculaily  fomc  Pocmi,  by  the  I^tc  Lord  Holland,  by  the prefent  LorJ 
Bclgravc,  Warren  Haftings,  bfq.  Col.  Erikine,  Dr.  Coombe,  Meffrs.  Jera- 
icgham.  Wlnrton,  5cc.  In  three  volumes,  price  ^s.  fewed. 

J;§  The  above  Nine  Volume  ,  being  all  aniformly  printed,  may  he  hadfi:ved, 
■  4rele^^sntlyUoana.  Digitized  by  i^OOglC 
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